
Pakistan beat 
Australia in  
T20 opener
Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan opener 
Saim Ayub’s all-round perfor-
mance helped Green Shirts 
secure a 22-run victory over 
Australia in the first T20I of 
three-match series at Lahore’s 
Gaddafi Stadium on Thursday. 
Ayub backed his blazing 40-
run knock with two wickets to 
help the Green Shirts to de-
fend a modest total 168. Set to 
chase 169, Australia’s batting 
unit faltered and could accu-
mulate 146/8 in 20 overs. The 
touring side got off to a briefly 
flamboyant start to the pur-
suit, with their opening pair 
of Matthew Short and stand-
in captain raising 21 runs off 
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Tarar confirms 
Imran inspected
at PIMS hospital 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar on Thursday 
confirmed that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) founder Imran Khan was briefly 
taken to the Pakistan Institute of Medical 
Sciences (Pims) amid concerns raised by 
his party.  Tarar said eye specialists had ex-
amined the PTI founder at Adiala Jail and 
advised that he be shifted to PIMS for fur-
ther assessment and treatment. 
Acting on the doctors’ recommendations, 
the minister said, the former premier was 
taken to the hospital on Saturday night. He 
said that at Pims, Imran’s eyes were exam-
ined again and, after obtaining his written 
consent, doctors carried out a minor med-
ical procedure that lasted around 20 min-
utes.  Following the procedure, the minis-
ter said, he was shifted back to Adiala Jail 
with the necessary medical instructions.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of European Union meeting the Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. – DNA

Following checkup, former prime minister was 
shifted back to Adiala jail, says Attaullah Tarar

Eye treatment

Briefs

Shehbaz Sharif talks 
to Iranian President

Fiaz Ch

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Thursday spoke with Iranian President Dr Masoud 
Pezeshkian, with the two leaders exchanging views 
on the “evolving regional situation”. According to a 
handout from the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), PM 
Shehbaz “underscored the importance of sustained 
dialogue and diplomatic engagement for promoting 
peace, security and development in the region”. “Re-
flecting the close and fraternal ties between Paki-
stan and Iran, rooted in shared history, culture, and 
faith, both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to 
maintain regular high-level engagements and con-
sultations through bilateral institutional mecha-
nisms, to further strengthen cooperation across the 
full spectrum of bilateral relations,” the statement 
said. In a separate post on X, PM Shehbaz said the 
two exchanged views on the “evolving regional situ-
ation and agreed that sustained dialogue and diplo-
matic engagement are vital for peace, security, and 
development in our region”. “We also reaffirmed our 
commitment to further strengthening Pakistan–Iran 

Continued on Page 06

Shehbaz reaffirms 
resolve to deepen 
Pakistan-EU ties

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Mr. Raimundas Karoblis, Ambassador of 
the European Union to Pakistan, called on Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif at the Prime Minister’s House. 
The Prime Minister was accompanied by Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, 
Advisor to the Prime Minister Dr. Syed Tauqir Shah, Special 
Assistant to the Prime Minister Tariq Fatemi, and Foreign 
Secretary Amna Baloch. Welcoming the EU Ambassador, 
who assumed his duties in Pakistan in September 2025 af-
ter presenting credentials to the President, Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif extended warm greetings and reaffirmed Pa-
kistan’s strong commitment to further strengthening multi-
faceted cooperation with the European Union. 
He highlighted key areas of mutual interest, including trade 
and investment, development cooperation, security, migration 
management, and climate action. The Prime Minister under-
scored the vital importance of the EU’s Generalized Scheme 
of Preferences Plus (GSP+) in boosting bilateral trade and 
supporting Pakistan’s export-oriented sectors. He stated 
that the Government of Pakistan remains fully committed 
to collaborating closely with the EU on mutually beneficial 
trade enhancement measures, particularly through sustained 
engagement under the GSP+ framework. Prime Minister 
Sharif also expressed satisfaction with the outcomes of the 
7th round of the Pakistan-EU Strategic Dialogue, held in 
Brussels in November 2025 and led on the Pakistan side by 

Continued on Page 06

The Ambassador transmitted best wishes from EU 
leadership and emphasized the EU’s continued 

engagement with Pakistan to enhance trade opportunities 
under GSP+ and through proactive initiatives, including 

the inaugural High-Level EU-Pakistan Business 
Forum scheduled for 28-29 April 2026 in Islamabad

Pak will 
not join 

Abraham 
Accords

US travel advisory for 
Pakistan “update, not 
downgrade,’ says FO 
spokesperson Tahir 

Hussain Andrabi

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Of-
fice spokesperson Tahir An-
drabi said on Thursday that 
Pakistan will not become 
a party to the Abraham 
Accords, reiterating that 
Islamabad’s stance on the 
Palestinian issue remains 
unchanged. Addressing a 
weekly briefing in Islam-
abad, Andrabi dismissed 
reports linking Pakistan’s 
participation in the Board 
of Peace to the Abraham 
Accords, calling such claims 
a misconception.  “Joining 
the Board of Peace has no 
connection with the Abra-
ham Accords and does not 
represent any deviation 

Continued on Page 06

DNA
RAWALPINDI: DChief of Army Staff 
(COAS) and Chief of Defence Forces 
(CDF), Field Marshal Asim Munir, on 
Thursday reaffirmed Pakistan Armed 
Forces’ preparedness to safeguard the 
country’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity against all threats. He made 
this affirmation during a visit to Baha-
walpur Garrison, where he was briefed 
on key operational, training and ad-
ministrative matters of the Corps, 
with particular emphasis on prepara-
tions for multi-domain warfare, the 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) 
said in a statement.  During the visit, 
the ISPR said, COAS Munir observed 
a high-intensity field exercise, Stead-
fast Resolve, conducted at Khairpur 
Tamewali (KPT).  The exercise demon-
strated the integration of niche and 

Continued on Page 06

Armed forces fully prepared to 
safeguard country’s sovereignty

Field Marshal stresses importance of maintaining  
optimal preparedness to meet security challenges

Meets EU ambassador

UK secures visa 
free travel to China

Xi acknowledged past “twists and turns” in 
bilateral relations but stressed that engagement 

between the two nations is “unavoidable

New begenning

DNA

Beijing: British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer announced a major facilitation for 
UK citizens: visa-free entry to China for trips 
of up to 30 days.  The landmark agreement, 
secured during his high-profile visit to Bei-
jing—the first by a UK prime minister in eight 
years—aims to boost business ties and tour-
ism between the two nations. Speaking after 
productive talks with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, Starmer described the relationship 
as being in a “good, strong place.” He high-
lighted that the visa waiver would enable eas-
ier access for British businesses eager to ex-
pand in the world’s second-largest economy. 
“Businesses have been crying out for ways to 
grow their footprints in China,” Starmer stat-
ed. “We’ll make it easier for them to do so, 
including via relaxed visa rules for short-term 
travel, supporting them to expand abroad—
all while boosting growth and jobs at home. 

Continued on Page 06

China says Canada 
deal does not 
target the US 

News Desk

BEIJING: Chinese officials said a re-
cent trade agreement with Canada is 
not meant to undercut other countries, 
after Donald Trump threatened to im-
pose 100% tariffs on Canadian products 
if Canada finalises the “deal” with Bei-
jing. “It does not target any third party,” 
China’s foreign ministry spokesperson 
Guo Jiakun said on Monday of the new 
“strategic partnership” between Canada 
and China. Trump threatened the tariffs 
in a Truth Social post over the weekend, 
and warned in subsequent posts that 
China is “successfully and completely 

Continued on Page 06

Afridi not 
allowed to meet 

Imran Khan
Staff Report

RAWALPINDI: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Sohail Afridi on Thurs-
day reached a police picket, established 
near Adiala jail in Rawalpindi, in yet an-
other attempt to meet the incarcerated 
PTI founder Imran Khan. CM Afridi’s 
visit comes a day after an Islamabad 
court issued a non-bailable arrest war-
rant for him in a case wherein he had 
been accused of making misleading 
statements against state institutions. 
Speaking to reporters at the Factory 
Naka near the prison, the KP chief min-
ister said he had “serious reservations” 

Continued on Page 06

Iraqi PM 
slams Trump 

threat
News Desk

BAGHDAD: A former 
Iraqi prime minister has 
denounced threats made 
by US President Donald 
Trump to end US support 
for Iraq if he were to return 
to power. Nouri Maliki, 
who has links to Iran, was 
selected at the weekend by 
the ruling coalition of Shia-
led parties as its nominee 
for prime minister. The US 
president wrote on Truth 
Social that Maliki would 
be a “very bad choice”, 
adding: “Last time Maliki 
was in power, the Country 
descended into poverty and 
total chaos.” Maliki, whose 
time in office between 2006 
and 2014 was marked by 
sectarian violence, stepped 
down after the Islamic 
State (IS) group seized 
large parts of the country.

EU to 
declare Iran 

Pasdaran 
a terrorist 

organization
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Euro-
pean Union has decided 
to designate Iran’s Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC), known as 
Pasdarane Inqilab, as a 
terrorist organization.  
The decision comes amid 
mounting pressure from the 
United States, which has 
long urged Europe to take a 
tougher stance against Teh-
ran.  EU officials cited the 
IRGC’s alleged involvement 
in widespread human rights 
violations, including violent 
crackdowns on protesters 
and the killing of Iranian 
citizens.  The move marks a 
significant escalation in Eu-
rope’s policy toward Iran, 
potentially deepening ten-
sions between Tehran and 
Western powers while signa-
ling solidarity with Washing-
ton’s approach to the regime.
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Govt committed 
to utilization of 
all resources
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PESHAWAR :Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Muhammad Sohail Khan 
Afridi has taken historic 
and forward-looking steps 
during the first 100 days 
of his government to pro-
tect, restore, and promote 
the province’s rich cultur-
al heritage. To preserve 
the shared cultural legacy 
of the subcontinent, the 
provincial government has 
approved Rs. 200 million 
for the restoration of the 
ancestral homes of legend-
ary artists Dilip Kumar and 
Raj Kapoor.
 In a major capacity-build-
ing initiative, 40 profes-

sionals have received 
specialized training in her-
itage conservation through 
collaboration with Indiana 
University, strengthening 
institutional expertise in 
archaeology and cultural 
preservation.
The government has also 
invested Rs. 220 million in 
illumination and night tour-
ism at the UNESCO-rec-
ognized Buddhist heritage 
site of Takht-i-Bahi, aimed 
at enhancing visitor expe-
rience and promoting reli-
gious tourism. Additionally, 
Rs. 200 million has been 
allocated for the develop-
ment of the Derajat Muse-

um in Dera Ismail Khan, 
while the long-standing 
archaeological cooperation 
mission between Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Italy, 
spanning over seven dec-
ades, continues.
Further strengthening 
conservation efforts, 50 
heritage professionals 
have been trained through 
the British Heritage Foun-
dation to enhance local 
expertise in heritage man-
agement.  The province 
has recently witnessed 
the arrival of more than 
15,000 international 
tourists, reflecting grow-
ing global confidence in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
peace, culture, and natu-
ral beauty. To promote the 
province globally, a com-
prehensive international 
outreach campaign has 
been launched through 
podcasts, documentaries, 
and digital media plat-
forms. Under the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Integrated 
Tourism Enhancement 
(KITE) Project, over 200 
informational signboards 
have been installed across 
the province to guide tour-
ists to historical and cultur-
al sites. The KITE Project 
has also been showcased at 
the World Bank headquar-

ters in the United States 
as a best-practice tourism 
initiative. Moreover, Rs. 20 
million has been utilized 
for the restoration of the 
central temple at Kafir 
Kot, while Rs. 50 million 
has been allocated for 
the rehabilitation of Pe-
shawar’s historic Mohafiz 
Khana. These initiatives 
underline the provincial 
government’s strong com-
mitment to safeguarding 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
cultural heritage and po-
sitioning the province as 
a prominent global des-
tination for heritage and 
tourism.—APP

Govt steps to preserve KP 
cultural heritage

These initiatives underline the provincial government’s strong commitment to safe-
guarding Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s cultural heritage and positioning the province as a 

prominent global destination for heritage and tourism

Govt reaffirms 
commitment to energy 

sector: Ali Pevaiz 

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan, Justice Yahya Afridi, meeting with a delegation comprising 
members of District Bar Association Kohat and  District Bar Association Mansehra at the Supreme 

Court of Pakistan.

Federal Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik emphasized the government’s 
commitment to the sustainability of Pakistan’s petroleum sector

 He expressed these views at the 31st 
Annual Technical Conference (ATC) 
in Islamabad. 
The Society of Petroleum Engineers 
(SPE) Pakistan Section successfully 
organized the 31st Annual Technical 
Conference (ATC) & Exhibition 2026.
The Closing Ceremony was graced 
by the Federal Minister for Petrole-
um , Mr. Ali Pervaiz Malik, as Chief 
Guest, who was received by the ATC 
Chairman, Mr. Faheem Haider (MD 
& CEO MariEnergies). Addressing 
the forum, Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik 
appreciated the strong participation 
of local and international companies, 
the quality of innovative technical pa-
pers, and assured the industry of the 
Government of Pakistan’s continued 
support. He said that during PM She-
hbaz Sharif’s Government  Pakistan 
has taken meaningful steps toward 
restoring macroeconomic stability. In-
flationary pressures have moderated, 
foreign exchange reserves have im-
proved, and international credit rating 
agencies as well as multilateral agen-
cies have acknowledged improved 
fiscal discipline and policy credibility. 
This stabilization has helped rebuild 

investor confidence and provides a 
stronger foundation for long-term in-
vestment. Technological shifts, rising 
demand and global market uncertain-
ties require for us to adopt decisive, 
investor-friendly, and forward-looking 
policies. The Government of Paki-
stan, under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Shahbaz Sharif, has there-
fore placed the oil and gas sector at 
the core of its national energy secu-
rity strategy.He highlighted ongoing 
reforms focused on policy certainty, 
sector sustainability , and investment 
facilitation. He also underscored the 
revival of offshore exploration after 
nearly 18 years, supported by a major 
Offshore Bid Round which successful-
ly attracted new partners.Concluding 
his remarks, the Minister reaffirmed 
that Pakistan is open for business, of-
fering a clear policy direction, a sup-
portive regulatory framework, and sig-
nificant untapped resource potential.
He also presented awards to the Stu-
dent Paper Contest winners and com-
mended the organizers for a success-
ful ATC 2026. 
 “Energizing the Future from Within: 
Sustainably, Securely, Strategically,” 

ATC 2026 featured technical delib-
erations on AI-enabled subsurface 
modeling, production optimization, 
well integrity, offshore basin studies, 
and carbon management, alongside a 
high-level panel on Technology, Data 
& Execution in Pakistan’s Upstream 
and a Student Career Counselling pro-
gram. 
 Mr. Faheem Haider, while addressing 
the closing ceremony, highlighted the 
unity and collaboration of Pakistan’s 
oil and gas industry. He praised the 
remarkable technical papers, em-
phasized the focus on discovering 
and developing resources to boost 
production, and acknowledged the 
strong support from the Ministry and 
Government of Pakistan in creating a 
favorable environment for growth and 
energy security. 
 The successful conclusion of ATC 
2026 reinforces the conference’s po-
sition as Pakistan’s premier forum for 
knowledge exchange, policy dialogue, 
and technology showcase, strengthen-
ing collaboration across government, 
industry, academia, and international 
stakeholders in support of energy se-
curity and sustainable growth.—DNA

Cantonment area gets 
business boost

No sealing without notice, digital  
payments promoted

Rawalpindi: Station 
Commander Brigadier Ali 
Anjum stated that no shops 
will be sealed in the Can-
tonment area in the future. 
Before any sealing, the 
concerned authority will 
inform through a formal 
notice, clearly stating the 
reasons for the action, and 
sufficient time will be given 
to ensure compliance.
While addressing an aware-
ness session on Digital 
Banking and Payments—
Raast and Digital QR—or-
ganized by the Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (RCCI), the Sta-
tion Commander empha-
sized that joint efforts are 
required to create a busi-
ness-friendly environment. 
Every individual and institu-
tion must play its role, and 
financial literacy must be 
promoted widely.
RCCI President Usman 
Shaukat said that providing 
a business-friendly environ-
ment must be given top pri-
ority to achieve economic 

growth. He added that the 
Chamber will continue to 
organize such awareness 
sessions on digital systems 
on a regular basis.
Group Leader Sohail Altaf 
said that the decision not 
to seal business centers 
in the Cantonment area is 
welcome and other depart-
ments should also follow 
this example. He stressed 
that to foster a busi-
ness-friendly environment, 
tax rates should be brought 
down to single digits and 
the cost of doing business 
must be reduced.
Addressing the session, Ri-
zwan Khaleel Shamsi, Chief 
Manager State Bank, said 
that in line with the Prime 
Minister’s directives, the 
State Bank has taken imme-
diate steps to promote dig-
ital payment systems. The 
State Bank of Pakistan’s 
“Raast” is a free, instant, 
and secure digital payment 
system through which funds 
can be sent and received us-
ing a mobile number (Raast 

ID) or IBAN without any 
additional charges. It is 
Pakistan’s first instant pay-
ment system that connects 
all banks nationwide.
He added that digital pay-
ment systems will help 
reduce cash-based trans-
actions and support the 
documentation of the econ-
omy. The objective of the 
session was to familiarize 
both consumers and busi-
nesses with fast, easy, and 
secure money transfer and 
payment systems. On this 
occasion, representatives 
of commercial banks and 
digital mobile wallets also 
gave presentations on var-
ious digital payment plat-
forms.
Senior Vice President 
Khalid Farooq Qazi, Ex-
ecutive Committee mem-
bers, representatives of 
traders’ associations in-
cluding Munir Baig Mirza, 
Senior Vice President of 
the Small Chamber Dost 
Ali Jan, and others were 
also present.—APP

Inclusive dialogue 
needed to stabilize 

the Pak-Afgha region
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Coordinat-
ed and uniform action and 
a comprehensive policy 
framework, along with the 
inclusion of local stakehold-
ers and Track 2 actors, are 
required to restore the de-
teriorated Pakistan-Afghan-
istan relationship, regulate 
cross-border trade, protect 
civilians, and ensure sustain-
able governance. Unilateral 
measures and purely milita-
rized interventions cannot 
resolve the region’s complex 
security, humanitarian, and 
economic challenges This 
was the recurring message 
at Beyond Boundaries VI: Di-
alogue on Regional Stability 
and Economic Connectivity, 
recently held in Islamabad. 
Organized by the Center for 
Research and Security Stud-
ies (CRSS), the three-day 
dialogue brought together 
tribal elders, religious schol-
ars, thought leaders, and 
policy and security experts 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Balochistan, and Islamabad. 
Dr. Shoaib Suddle, Chairman 

of the One-Man Commission 
on Minority Rights, empha-
sized that tribal and religious 
leaders have historically 
acted as bridges between 
communities and the state, 
and that their engagement 
is essential for lasting peace.  
He stressed that terrorism 
is neither rooted in Islam 
nor tribal culture, and that 
justice, dialogue, economic 
empowerment, and regional 
connectivity form the foun-
dation for sustainable stabili-
ty. Peace and stability in the 
Pak-Afghan and the broader 
region cannot be achieved 
with power alone, but instead 
fostered through mutual re-
spect, security cooperation, 
and good governance.  The 
tribal leadership has a prov-
en history of successfully 
mediating conflicts between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
during some of the most test-
ing times in the two nations’ 
bilateral histories, and the 
efforts to achieve peace in 
the region cannot succeed 
in isolation from their par-
ticipation.  Thus, the wis-
dom, experience, expertise 
and relevant understanding 

of the Pak-Afgan tribal and 
religious fraternity must be 
leveraged to promote peace-
ful coexistence between the 
two sides, at a time when the 
tensions between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan have surged 
to their highest levels in dec-
ades. He urged both sides 
to i) prioritize the greater 
collective interest over ha-
tred and wisdom over anger, 
ii) convert the border line 
into a pathway for economic 
connectivity and empower-
ment at the local, national 
and regional level, instead 
of an instrument of politics.
The availability of econom-
ic, social and political de-
velopment opportunities 
to the tribal communities 
across the Pak-Afghan bor-
der region, will embold-
en them to be part of the 
solutions, refute divisive 
narratives, and gatekeep 
against the extremist activ-
ities. Once onboarded and 
entrusted with these man-
dates, they can virtually 
act as the eyes and ears of 
the state for peace, securi-
ty, and good governance.—
APP

US Embassy delegation 
meets Faryal Talpur  

in Naudero
LARKANA: A delegation of the US Embassy, led by Natalie A. Baker, Chargé d’Af-
faires (CDA) at the U.S. Embassy in Pakistan, on Wednesday met with Faryal Talpur, 
President of the Women Wing, Pakistan Peoples Party, in= Naudero The US Embassy 
delegation included Peter McSharry, Chief of Political-Economic Section at US Con-
sulate General Karachi, and Ms. Sanam Noor, Political Analyst. The meeting focused 
on matters of mutual interest, with discussions centered on strengthening cooper-
ation and enhancing dialogue on key political, social, and economic related issues. 
Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to continued engagement and constructive 
collaboration in areas of shared priorities. The delegation also visited the Mausoleum 
of Martyrs at Gahri Khuda Bux Bhutto, and paid homage to the vision, services and 
the sacrifices of Quaid-e-Awam, Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto, for strengthening the democracy and upholding the constitutional su-
premacy in Pakistan. The meeting was also attended by senior leaders of the Pakistan 
Peoples Party, including  Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, PPP Sindh President, Aijaz Jakhrani 
MNA, Khurshid Ahmed Juneo, MNA, Mr. Nazeer Ahmed Bughio, MNA, Sohail Anwar 
Siyal, MPA, Nida  Khuhro, MPA, Qasim Soomro, MPA, Aijaz Ahmed Leghari District 
Council Chairman, Asadullah Khuhro and Ahmed Farooqi.—APP

Muqam vows 
JAAC agreement  
implementation 
in Azad Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, Jan 29 (AP-
P):Federal Minister for 
Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit Bal-
tistan and SAFRON Engr 
Amir Muqam on Thursday 
chaired a meeting to review 
implementation status of the 
agreement with Joint Awa-
mi Action Committee, AJK 
The Federal Minister Engr 
Amir Muqam expressed sat-
isfaction over the progress 
achieved to date and direct-
ed all concerned depart-
ments to further speed up 
the implementation work, 
said a press release here on 
Thursday. He said that Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir is a top 
priority of the Prime Min-
ister and providing relief to 
the people is a joint respon-
sibility of the federal and AJK 
governments. Engineer Amir 
Muqam assured that, in line 
with the Prime Minister’s 
instructions, full and effec-
tive implementation of the 
agreement with the Joint Ac-
tion Committee would be en-
sured. Coordinator to Prime 
Minister for Kashmir Affairs, 
Gilgit Baltistan and SAFRON 
Shabir Ahmad Usmani, Sec-
retary Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit 
Baltistan and SAFRON Zafar 
Hasan, Chief Secretary Azad 
Jammu & Kashmir, Khushhal 
Khan and Additional Secretary 
Kamran Rehman Khan also 
attended the meeting. Officials 
from relevant ministries and 
departments briefed the meet-
ing on the steps taken so far, 
while the Chief Secretary AJK 
shared a detailed update on 
the implementation process.
The meeting was attended by 
senior officials from the min-
istry of Kashmir Affairs, GB 
& SAFRON, AJK government 
and representatives of Civil 
Aviation, National Health Ser-
vices, Planning Commission, 
Communications, National 
Highway Authority (NHA), 
Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA).—APP

Laptop Scheme reflects PM’s 
vision of meritocracy: Abbasi

RAWALPINDI: Feder-
al Minister for Railways 
Muhammad Hanif Abbasi 
has described the Prime 
Minister’s Laptop Scheme 
as a clear symbol of merit 
and performance, and em-
phasized that it rewards 
deserving and qualified stu-
dents for their hard work.
Addressing a ceremony for 
the distribution of laptops 
under the scheme in Pir 
Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agri-
culture University  Rawal-
pindi (PMAS-AAUR) on 
Thursday, the minister said 
that the current leadership 
takes pride in tangible 

achievements and perfor-
mance over mere slogans.
He highlighted that the lap-
top scheme was originally 
initiated when Shehbaz 
Sharif served as Chief 
Minister of Punjab and has 
now been reinitiated at the 
federal level under Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
“Its core objective is to 
equip the youth with mod-
ern tools and align them 
with contemporary de-
mands”, he added.
Abbasi stressed that mer-
it prevails in all aspects 
of the scheme, ensuring 
laptops go to qualified and 

high-achieving students 
who are honored for their 
efforts. Highlighting the 
achievements in Pakistan 
Railways, the minister said 
that Pakistan Railways re-
corded Rs10.0 billion in 
revenue in December 2025, 
was gained by Pakistan 
Railways which he said re-
mained a historic milestone 
driven by improved services, 
passenger confidence and 
better facilities. He informed 
the audience that 70 railway 
stations have been digitized, 
with Wi-Fi now available at 
stations and on premier 
trains.—APP
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Dialogue 
opt always 

available but PTI 
politicization 
threatens KP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister of State for Law and 
Justice Barrister Aqeel Ma-
lik Thursday reiterated that 
the dialogue option remains 
on the table but warned 
that PTI’s negative political 
narrative risks destabilizing 
governance in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa While speaking 
to a local media channel, he 
strongly criticized the state-
ments made by the Chief 
Minister of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, stating that such 
remarks were unnecessarily 
politicized and lacked a con-
structive approach toward 
governance. He emphasized 
that turning administrative 
matters into political contro-
versies undermines institu-
tional stability and warned 
that such practices could 
create serious challenges 
for effective governance in 
the province. Responding 
to a query , he said that the 
provincial government was 
deliberately spreading prop-
aganda, terming the practice 
shameful and irresponsible. 
He added that PTI mem-
bers were constructing such 
narratives solely to advance 
their political interests, ex-
tending the issue even to 
the floor of the assembly in-
stead of addressing matters 
through appropriate and re-
sponsible channels.—APP

Mohtasib 
secure release 
of prisoners 

having 
completed their 

terms
ISLAMABAD: The Wafa-
qi Mohtasib, Ejaz Ahmad 
Qureshi on Thursday inter-
vened to secure the release 
of five prisoners recently, 
who were languishing in jail 
even after having completed 
their respective terms of im-
prisonment They had been 
unable to arrange payment 
of petty amount of fines 
which they were supposed to 
pay for securing their release, 
said a press release. According 
to details, a resident of Sector 
G-14/3, Islamabad, namely 
Chaudhry Muhammad Din 
Shauq met the Wafaqi Mohta-
sib recently and donated an 
amount of Rs.100,000/- (ru-
pees one hundred thousand 
only) for this purpose. The Wa-
faqi Mohtasib appreciated the 
noble gesture and directed the 
Registrar of his office to send 
the cheque of the said amount 
to the Superintendent, Central 
Jail, Rawalpindi and to pursue 
the matter with the jail author-
ities. The cross cheque of the 
said amount was also promptly 
forwarded to the DDO of the 
jail, who acknowledged its re-
ceipt and communicated that 
necessary steps were being 
taken to take the issue to its 
logical end.—APP
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Turkiye, Azerbaijan envoys call 
for deepening of coop with Pak

Irfan Neziroglu, the Ambassador of Türkiye, emphasised on the role of geostrategic and geopolitical 
cooperation, particularly in enhancing trade, economic connectivity, and sustainable development

DNA

Islamabad: The ambassadors of Türkiye 
and Azerbaijan underscored the importance 
of deepening cooperation with Pakistan 
in various sectors. They were speaking 
at the inaugural seminar of the Insti-
tute of Regional Studies’ (IRS) Türki-
ye-Azerbaijan Program titled “Shared 
Perspectives and Stability: Türkiye, 
Azerbaijan, and Pakistan. Speaking on 
the occasion, President of IRS Ambas-
sador Jauhar Saleem highlighted the 
deep-rooted historical, cultural, and civ-
ilizational ties among the three broth-
erly countries. He emphasized that all 
three nations had faced similar regional 
security challenges. Ambassador Jauhar 
Saleem was of the view that shared ex-
periences had strengthened mutual un-
derstanding and reinforced cooperation 
in addressing traditional and non-tradi-
tional security challenges among the 
three brotherly countries. Irfan Neziro-
glu, the Ambassador of Türkiye, empha-
sised on the role of geostrategic and 
geopolitical cooperation, particularly 
in enhancing trade, economic connec-
tivity, and sustainable development. He 
added that Türkiye, Azerbaijan, and Pa-
kistan were three states but on nation. 
In this context, he referred to the trilat-
eral summits in Astana in 2024 and the 
Lachin in November 2025 as significant 

milestones for advancing structured co-
operation among Türkiye, Azerbaijan, 
and Pakistan.  Khazar Farhadov, Am-
bassador of Azerbaijan, mentioned that 
trilateral cooperation among the three 
countries dated back to 2017, though 
not officially recognized. He empha-
sized the importance of taking practi-
cal steps for bringing concrete results 
and consolidating cooperation and en-
gagement among the three states.  The 
participants of the event highlighted the 

importance of regionalism and regional 
platforms as mechanisms for advancing 
shared interests, trust, and solidarity. 
Participants also stressed that stronger 
institutional collaboration could pave the 
way for long-term regional resilience. 
The importance of people-to-people 
contacts, academic exchange, and poli-
cy dialogue was also highlighted during 
the event. The discussion underscored 
the collective commitment of the three 
countries to regional stability, peace, and 

security, particularly in an era marked by 
global uncertainty and rising geopolitical 
rivalry.  IRS was acknowledged as a re-
spected research institution, providing 
meaningful policy input and intellectual 
platforms for dialogue, during the event. 
It was mentioned that the newly inaugu-
rated program of IRS aimed to enhance 
intellectual cooperation, identify new ar-
eas of collaboration, and support future 
policymakers and researchers through 
informed analysis and shared learning.
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ISLAMABAD: The Water 
Resource Accountability 
in Pakistan (WRAP) Pro-
gramme, funded by the For-
eign, Commonwealth & De-
velopment Office (FCDO) 
and implemented by Oxford 
Policy Management (OPM), 
convened a one-day work-
shop to advance the institu-
tionalisation and scale-up of 
reforms emerging from the 
Catalytic Fund (CF-WRAP) 
pilot projects.
The workshop brought 
together eight CF-WRAP 
grantee organisations, 
representatives from rele-
vant federal and provincial 
government departments, 
Planning & Development 
Departments, and technical 
experts to review progress 
and identify concrete path-
ways for embedding prov-
en innovations into pub-
lic systems, with Rizwan 
Mehboob, Technical Lead 
OPM CF-WRAP, calling 
the gathering “a haven for 
ideas to be exchanged and 
solidify the work towards 
scalability and institution-
alisation of the pilots,” said 
a press release CF-WRAP 
pilots, currently under im-
plementation across Pun-
jab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

Gilgit-Baltistan, and at the 
federal level, address pri-
ority challenges in water 
governance, Nature-based 
Solutions (NbS), and antici-
patory action.  These pilots 
have been co-designed with 
government counterparts 
and demonstrate strong 
potential for scale through 

public sector planning, 
budgeting, and regulatory 
frameworks. Discussions 
focused on four key areas: 
a stocktake of progress on 
each CF-WRAP pilot; a re-
view of PC-1 development 
supported through target-
ed technical assistance; 
exploration of non-PC-1 

pathways for reform scaling 
and institutionalisation; and 
agreement on next steps, 
responsibilities, and time-
lines. WRAP, through OPM’s 
technical leadership, has 
mobilised specialised plan-
ning and institutionalisation 
experts to support up to 
eight CF-WRAP projects in 

developing robust, bankable 
PC-1s and facilitating their 
adoption by relevant govern-
ment entities. This support 
is designed to enable govern-
ment-led adoption of proven 
pilots through existing pub-
lic planning, budgeting, and 
institutional mechanisms.  
The workshop concluded 

with a shared commitment 
to transition successful pi-
lots from demonstration to 
mainstream adoption within 
public systems, reinforcing 
WRAP’s role as a catalyst 
for sustainable, govern-
ment-led reform.  As a 
keynote speaker, Team 
Leader OPM CF-WRAP, 

Usman Kirmani, expressed 
his gratitude to stakehold-
ers from the government, 
FCDO, grantees, and OPM 
for gathering to hear power-
ful stories of resilience that 
will shape these ground-
breaking initiatives as they 
institutionalise and scale 
CF-WRAP pilots

WRAP holds workshop to 
advance institutionalization
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NHA to 
connect 

Kartarpur, 
Nankana 

Sahib with 
motorways

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Communications, Abdul 
Aleem Khan has announced a 
landmark decision to link the 
holy sites of Kartarpur and 
Nankana Sahib with the na-
tional motorway network.
Presiding over a high-level 
meeting, Federal Minister 
directed the National High-
way Authority (NHA) to 
commence construction on 
the Sialkot-Kartarpur Motor-
way which will be named the 
“Guru Nanak Expressway,” 
said a press release issued on 
Thursday.
Abdul Aleem Khan high-
lighted that 3-star, 4-star, and 
5-star hotels will be developed 
along the Highway to facili-
tate pilgrims. To encourage 
investment from the global 
Sikh community, the NHA will 
launch international marketing 
campaigns in London, Canada 
and the USA.—APP

Polio 
eradication 

campaign from 
Feb 2

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter’s Focal Person for Polio 
Eradication, Ayesha Raza 
Farooq, announced that the 
first national polio eradica-
tion campaign of 2026 will be 
conducted across the country 
from February 2 to 8 While 
addressing a press conference, 
she said that during the cam-
paign, more than 45 million 
children will be vaccinated 
against polio. She also added 
that over 400,000 trained polio 
workers will go door to door to 
administer polio drops to chil-
dren. She appealed to parents 
and communities for cooper-
ate with polio teams during 
the campaign to ensure their 
children are vaccinated Ayesha 
Raza emphasized that federal 
and provincial institutions are 
working in complete coordi-
nation for the eradication of 
polio, and reiterated the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan’s strong 
commitment to eliminating 
the disease.—APP

Riphah, Radio 
hosts workshop for 

media students
ISLAMABAD :Riphah In-
ternational University, in 
collaboration with Radio 
Pakistan Rawalpindi, has 
organized a two-day train-
ing workshop for media 
students to mark “World Ra-
dio Day”The two-day event 
was held at the premises of 
the Riphah University late 
Wednesday.The objective 
of the workshop was to pro-
vide students with practi-
cal training in line with the 
requirements of modern 
media. Students from mass 
communication departments 
of various universities partic-
ipated in the workshop. Me-
dia industry experts, produc-
ers, and academics took part 
in the sessions and shared 
their professional knowledge 
and experiences with the stu-
dents. The training focused 
on radio and audio storytell-
ing, as well as video storytell-
ing for mobile phones and 
social media platforms.
On the first day, Head of 
Riphah Institute of Media 
Sciences, Dr. Muhammad 
Riaz, welcomed the partici-
pants and highlighted the im-
portance of radio in society. 

He said that radio is our her-
itage, and its significance can 
be gauged from the fact that 
even the First World War re-
lied on radio, while today it 
remains a preferred medium 
for effective communication 
at the global level. Address-
ing the opening ceremony, 
Vice Chancellor of Riphah 
International University, 
Professor Dr. Anees Ahmad, 
said that radio continues to 
play a vital role even in the 
digital age. He noted that 
many young people believe 
radio has lost its relevance, 
which is not true. Radio still 
has a powerful voice; howev-
er, its role is rapidly evolving 
with time. Therefore, me-
dia students must prepare 
themselves in accordance 
with innovation, ethics, and 
contemporary requirements. 
On this occasion, Station Di-
rector Radio Pakistan Rawal-
pindi, Muhammad Atif, said 
that the purpose of the two-
day workshop was to enable 
students to independently 
produce complete media 
content. He also expressed 
Radio Pakistan’s commit-
ment to continuing such 

training opportunities in the 
future.
During the initial sessions, 
practical guidance was pro-
vided on radio programming, 
voice modulation, sound de-
sign, and producing effective 
content for digital audiences. 
Program Manager Radio Pa-
kistan, Muhammad Karim 
Ahmed, shared his profes-
sional experiences and con-
ducted a detailed session on 
emerging trends in radio.
The second day focused on 
video and visual storytell-
ing, particularly content 
creation for mobile phones 
and social media platforms. 
Senior Producer Pakistan 
Television Lahore, Dr. 
Farhan Mushtaq, trained 
students in video framing, 
scriptwriting, and aligning 
television content with dig-
ital media requirements, 
while also imparting skills 
for creating impactful sto-
ries with limited resources. 
Throughout the workshop, 
students actively participat-
ed in question-and-answer 
sessions, practical exer-
cises, and real media case 
studies.—APP

Pak needs 
strategic clarity 

amid transitioning 
global order

Islamabad: The contemporary global order is undergo-
ing a significant rupture, marked by the erosion of rule-based 
multilateralism, the rise of unilateral power politics, and 
the fragmentation of international norms, posing serious 
strategic, economic, and societal challenges for states like 
Pakistan. What was long described as a ‘rules-based order’ 
often functioned as an instrument of powerful states against 
weaker ones. Currently, that order is leading to instability, 
uncertainty, and selective adherence to international law, 
intensifying the great-power rivalry. This was noted during a 
session at the Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Islamabad, ti-
tled “The Transitioning World: Implications and Options for 
Pakistan.” The session brought together former diplomats, 
academics, and defense and economic experts, including 
Khalid Rahman, chairman IPS, Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad 
Chaudhry, former foreign secretary, Dr Khuram Iqbal, as-
sociate professor, QAU, Ambassador Naghmana Hashmi, 
Ambassador Moin ul Haque, Ambassador Masood Khalid, 
Lt Gen (r) Naeem Khalid Lodhi, former federal minister for 
national security, Maj Gen (r) Raza Muhammad, former high 
commissioner to Mauritius, Brig (r) Said Nazir, defense ana-
lyst, Prof Dr Shabana Fayyaz, head of department of defense 
and strategic studies, QAU, Prof Dr Amna Mahmood, head 
of politics and international relations department, IIUI, Dr 
Saira Nawaz Abbasi, senior assistant professor, Bahria Uni-
versity, and Dr Shehryar Khan, executive director, NDF. In 
his keynote speech, Ambassador Aizaz Chaudhry noted that 
over the decades, multiple centers of power have emerged, 
forcing the world to transition from multilateralism to 
multipolarity. This transition is driven by two major factors: 
unilateralism and hyper-nationalism. The normalization of 
pre-emptive use of force outside multilateral frameworks and 
the rise of populist leadership have collectively undermined 
global stability.—DNA

PLA website 
launch mark 
new chapter 

for library 
community

ISLAMABAD: The revival and 
reorganization of the Pakistan 
Library Association (PLA), 
alongside the launch of a new 
digital platform for library pro-
fessionals, was announced on 
Thursday as Director General, 
Department of Libraries, Is-
lamabad, Sheikh Muhammad 
Arshad said that a formal com-
mittee would soon be consti-
tuted to restructure the Asso-
ciation and ensure the holding 
of long-overdue elections at the 
earliest He announced while 
addressing a ceremony organ-
ized under the auspices of the 
Islamic Library and Informa-
tion Science Alumni Associa-
tion (ILISAA), Federal Chap-
ter. The announcement was 
warmly welcomed by library 
professionals from across 
the country, who termed it a 
timely and positive step and 
expressed hope that it would 
help unite librarians nationwide 
under a democratic and repre-
sentative platform, said a press 
release here. The ceremony also 
featured the launching of the of-
ficial website of ILISAA, along 
with the book launching cere-
mony of renowned researcher 
Iqrar Hussain Sheikh’s newly 
published work, “Allah Main 
Hazir Hoon.—APP

Khyber Eye 
Foundation 

branch opened
PESHAWAR: Khyber Eye 
Foundation, a well-known 
welfare organisation in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa has opened 
its new branch on Warsak 
Road here on Thursday to 
provide free eye treatment to 
poor, needy and deserving pa-
tients, including those eligible 
for Zakat. Former Governor 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji 
Ghulam Ali and Mayor of 
Peshawar Haji Zubair Ali inau-
gurated the new branch of the 
Khyber Eye Foundation by cut-
tinga ribbon Khyber Eye Foun-
dation has been operating its 
main facility at Ijaz Abad, Gulba-
har No. 04, Peshawar, where it 
has been serving a large num-
ber of patients from across the 
province.—APP
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Trump: a blessing in disguise 
for global self-reliance?

In an era defined by Donald Trump’s “America First” agenda during 
his second term, the world is witnessing a profound shift. Trump’s 
policies—marked by tariffs, demands for higher defense contribu-

tions from allies, and a transactional approach to diplomacy—have 
inadvertently compelled nations to reassess their dependencies 
on the United States. While critics decry this as isolationism, 
proponents argue it fosters self-reliance among countries long 
accustomed to leaning on U.S. support. From Europe’s push for 
military autonomy to India’s diversification of partnerships and 
Pakistan’s precarious balancing act, Trump’s inf luence is reshap-
ing global dynamics. This evolution, though challenging, may ul-
timately strengthen international resilience by encouraging na-
tions and individuals to stand on their own feet. Europe stands 
as the most prominent example of this transformation. Histori-
cally, the continent has relied heavily on the U.S. for security 
through NATO, with American troops and funding underpinning 
collective defense. However, Trump’s insistence on allies con-
tributing more—escalating demands to 5% of GDP on defense—
has sparked a reevaluation.   The 2025 National Security Strat-
egy explicitly calls for Europe to assume primary responsibility 
for its own defense, signaling an end to the U.S. “propping up 
the world order.” This pressure has revived discussions on Eu-
ropean military independence. German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz has openly stated that the “decades of Pax Americana are 
largely over,” urging Europe to pursue its own interests vigor-
ously.  The EU, already an economic powerhouse, is now facing 
growing calls to develop its own military might. Past ideas like 
the EU Rapid Reaction Force faltered due to NATO’s dominance 
and U.S. resistance to a rival structure. But Trump’s threats to 
reduce U.S. commitments, including potential troop withdraw-
als, have galvanized action.  The EU has mandated that at least 
60% of increased defense spending go toward European-made 
weapons, reducing reliance on American suppliers.   Initiatives 
like the inaugural EU-Pakistan Business Forum in 2026 highlight 
broader efforts to diversify partnerships beyond the U.S.  While 
tensions, such as Trump’s bizarre threats over Greenland, have 
strained transatlantic ties, they have also prompted Europe to 
build structures that can operate independently of U.S. support.   
In this sense, Trump’s approach is forcing the EU to mature into 
a more self-sufficient global player, potentially enhancing long-
term stability. India, once a close U.S. ally under frameworks 
like the Quad, is also pivoting toward greater autonomy. Trump’s 

tariffs—reaching up to 50% on Indian goods, ostensibly to punish 
oil imports from Russia—have disrupted bilateral trade and exposed 
vulnerabilities in over-reliance on the American market.   Negotiations 
for a trade deal stalled over agricultural policies and other issues, 
leading to higher barriers than anticipated.  In response, India has 
accelerated its “multi-alignment” strategy, diversifying partnerships to 
mitigate risks. New Delhi has inked free trade agreements with the 
UK, New Zealand, and the EFTA bloc (Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, 
Liechtenstein), while expanding ties with the EU and African na-
tions.   Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Foreign Minister S. 
Jaishankar have visited 21 countries since June 2025, bolstering 
economic links.  Simultaneously, India is mending fences with 
China, deepening relations with Russia, and cementing bonds 
with the UAE—moves that ref lect a deliberate hedge against U.S. 
unpredictability.   Exclusion from Trump’s Pax Silica initiative on 
critical technologies further underscored the need for independ-
ence. This diversification has boosted India’s exports by over 20% 
in 2025, despite currency volatility, proving that Trump’s pres-
sures are catalyzing economic resilience. 
 By reducing dependence on any single power, India is emerging 
stronger, aligning with Trump’s unintended push for self-reliance. 
Pakistan’s situation illustrates the double-edged nature of Trump’s 
influence. On the surface, relations have warmed dramatically. Is-
lamabad’s flattery—nominating Trump for a Nobel Peace Prize for his 
claimed role in the 2025 India-Pakistan ceasefire—has yielded divi-
dends, including low tariffs, a trade deal, and renewed counterter-
rorism cooperation.    U.S. interest in Pakistan’s vast critical mineral 
deposits, worth $6 trillion, has spurred investments and dialogues 
on supply chains. High-level visits, such as Army Chief Asim Munir’s 
White House invitations, signal a reset.   Yet, underlying mistrust 
persists. The U.S. seeks Pakistan’s support against threats in Afghan-
istan and Iran, but siding too closely invites internal backlash from 
anti-U.S. elements and regional rivals like India.  Conversely, resist-
ance could provoke Trump’s wrath, known for extremes in friendship 
and enmity.   Pakistan is treading a difficult path, caught between the 
devil and the deep sea. Trump’s transactional style forces Islamabad 
to balance U.S. demands with domestic stability, potentially accel-
erating self-reliance in defense and economy. However, moves like 
pausing immigrant visas in 2026 highlight ongoing tensions.  In con-
clusion, Trump’s presidency is acting as a catalyst for global self-re-
liance. Nations previously reliant on U.S. largesse are now investing 
in their own capabilities, diversifying alliances, and fostering internal 
strength. Europe is inching toward military sovereignty, India toward 
economic multi-polarity, and Pakistan toward cautious independence. 
While short-term disruptions abound, this shift could lead to a more 
balanced world order, where countries stand firmer on their own feet. 
Whether this proves a true blessing remains to be seen, but the era 
of unquestioned U.S. dominance appears to be waning.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and 
Rwanda reaffirmed their 
commitment to further 
strengthening bilateral co-
operation, enhancing trade 
linkages, and expanding 
avenues for mutual invest-
ment between Pakistan and 
Rwanda The commitment 
was expressed during a 
dinner hosted in honour of 
Honorable Prudence Se-
bahizi, Minister of Trade 
and Industry of Rwanda by 
Muhammad Junaid Anwar 
Chaudhary, Federal Minister 
for Maritime Affairs of Paki-
stan late on Wednesday. The 
engagement was also graced 
by H.E. Harerimana Fatou, 
High Commissioner of Rwan-
da to Pakistan; Mr. Claude 
Bizimana, CEO, NAEB; and 
Ms. Doreen Ntawebasa, 
Director General (Trade 
& Investment), MINICOM 
Rwanda.

Pak, Rwanda keen to further expand 
avenues for mutual investment

Briefs
Gilani for 

locally 
manufactured  

Pak-brand 
vehicle

dna

Islamabad – Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the En-
gineering Development 
Board (EDB), Mr. Hamad 
Ali Mansoor, called on Act-
ing President of Pakistan, 
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, 
at the Aiwan-e-Sadr today. 
Mr. Hamad Ali Mansoor 
briefed Mr. Gilani on the 
role and mandate of the 
Engineering Development 
Board, an apex body under 
the Ministry of Industries 
and Production, estab-
lished in 1995 to strength-
en Pakistan’s engineering 
sector. He outlined EDB’s 
key initiatives to promote 
industrial growth, enhance 
exports, support research 
and development, improve 
technical skills and align 
the sector with interna-
tional standards. The CEO 
also apprised the Acting 
President of ongoing policy 
measures, including long-
term strategic planning, tar-
iff rationalisation, industrial 
development frameworks, 
automobile and electric 
vehicle policies, as well as 
efforts to foster innovation, 
technology adoption and 
human resource develop-
ment in the engineering 
industry. Mr. Gilani appre-
ciated the proactive role 
of the Engineering Devel-
opment Board in advanc-
ing Pakistan’s engineering 
sector. He emphasised the 
importance of transitioning 
to electric vehicles in view 
of environmental concerns 
and the need to support sus-
tainable economic growth.  
The Acting President said 
that a locally manufactured 
made-in-Pakistan vehicle 
under a Pakistani brand, as 
well as economical electric 
bikes, may be introduced to 
promote affordable mobility 
and strengthen domestic 
manufacturing.—APP

Superior 
consulting 

global 
hosts 64th 

immigration 
seminar Dubai
ISLAMABAD: Superior 
Consulting Global is set to 
hold its 64th immigration 
seminar on Saturday, Jan-
uary 31, 2026 at the Con-
rad Hotel on Sheikh Zayed 
Road, marking the firm’s 
20th one-to-one immigration 
engagement in Dubai, as 
demand continues to grow 
for tailored guidance on in-
ternational mobility, educa-
tion, and settlement options 
The seminar will feature 
personalized, pre-scheduled 
meetings designed to pro-
vide in-depth consultations 
on immigration planning, 
study-abroad opportunities, 
visit visas, and long-term 
settlement pathways. Par-
ticipants will also receive the 
latest updates on evolving 
immigration programmes 
and eligibility criteria across 
major destination countries. 
A key focus of the Dubai ses-
sions will be talent-based im-
migration routes, which have 
gained prominence globally 
as countries seek highly 
skilled professionals. Among 
the pathways to be discussed 
are the United States EB-2 
National Interest Waiver 
(NIW).—APP

5 students 
die in road 
accident, 

Chowk Sarwar 
Shaheed

ISLAMABAD: A speedy 
trailer truck on Thursday 
hit two motorcycles and 
killed five student riding the 

two wheel-
ers  on MM 
Road, Teh-
sil, Chowk 
Sarwar Sha-
heed in Dis-
trict, Kot 
Addu.
The Rescue 
1122 sourc-
es said that 
the bodies 
had been 
identified as 
Abdullah 19 
years, Ab-
dur Rehman 
6 years, 
M u h a m -
mad Adil 15 
years, Basit 
17 years and 
Dua Fatima 
9 years old.
The Rescue 
1122 team 
s h i f t e d 
the bodies 
to Tehsil 
Headquar-
ter Hospi-
tal (THQ), 
C h o w k 
Sarwar Sha-
heed for 
legal formal-
ities .
Basit and 
Dua Fatima 

were sibling, they added.—
APP

Zong partners 
with Pak-EPA 
for major tree 

plantation 
drive 

ISLAMABAD: Zong, Paki-
stan’s leading information 
services and technology 
innovation company, has 
signed an agreement with 
the Pakistan Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (Pak-
EPA) to launch a compre-
hensive Tree Plantation 
Drive across Islamabad, 
under its Green and Low 
Carbon Initiatives. The 
agreement was formally 
signed during a ceremony 
held at Zong Headquarters. 
The initiative was inaugu-
rated with the plantation 
of the first sapling by Syed 
Abrar Hussain, Director 
General Pak-EPA; Dr. Mo-
hsina Zubair, Director Pak-
EPA; Nabila Yazdani, Head 
of Corporate Communica-
tions, Brand and Sustaina-
bility at Zong; and Andleeb 
Aslam, Deputy Director 
of Corporate Communi-
cations and Sustainability 
at Zong. The drive aims 
to address pressing envi-
ronmental challenges, in-
cluding climate change, air 
pollution, and biodiversity 
loss, by enhancing Islama-
bad’s green spaces.

American Snowboarding  
entrepreneur visits Pakistan 
 This series offers a unique platform to showcase American expertise and build lasting partnerships as 

we commemorate 250 years of American independence

DNA

Islamabad: The U.S. Embassy 
in Islamabad launched its Free-
dom 250 lecture series to engage 
the Pakistani public on key prior-
ities such as entrepreneurship, 
the digital economy, and critical 
minerals.  As part of this series, 
Donna Carpenter, co-founder 
and chair of the board of direc-
tors of U.S. company Burton 
Snowboards, and Samar Khan, 
a Pakistani professional ath-
lete and alumna of the U.S. De-
partment of State espnW Glob-
al Sports Mentoring Program, 
connected with sports profes-
sionals, youth, and business 
leaders.  On January 28, at an 
event at the newly construct-
ed United States Educational 
Foundation in Pakistan head-
quarters, they highlighted the 
role of sports entrepreneur-
ship in youth development, 
innovation, and cross-cultural 
exchange.  They emphasized 
that sports foster essential 
life skills such as leadership, 
teamwork, and resilience, and 
create opportunities for young 
people to contribute to their 
communities to drive posi-
tive change both locally and 
globally.  The U.S. Embassy’s 
Minister Counselor for Public 
Diplomacy Andy Halus said, 
“Pakistan has a young, ener-
getic population and untapped 
potential in sports and entre-
preneurship.  By engaging 

with students, 
athletes, and 
professionals, 
we not only 
exchange ide-
as and explore 
ways sports 
can empower 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
but also foster 
p a r t n e r s h i p s 
that make both 
our countries 
more prosper-
ous.  These 
c o n n e c t i o n s 
help create new 
oppor tun i t ies 
for collabora-
tion, innovation, 
and economic 
growth, ad-
vancing shared 
interests and 
deepening the 
ties between 
the United 
States and Pa-
kistan.”   The 
Freedom 250 
lecture series 
will engage the 
Pakistani pub-
lic through lec-
tures by distin-
guished alumni 
of U.S.-spon-
sored exchang-
es, American business leaders, 
and other U.S. experts.  This 
series offers a unique platform 
to showcase American expertise 

and build lasting partnerships as 
we commemorate 250 years of 
American independence.

Pak-China mineral coop to 
transform Pak’s mineral sector

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has invited China to invest in copper, 
gold, rare earth elements, according to a report published 
by Gwadar Pro,  quoting Federal Minister for Planning Ahsan 
Iqbal. Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong said Pakistan is “rich in 
mineral resources” and stressed the importance of enterprise-led 
cooperation for sustainable development.  Referring to the new 
phase of CPEC 2.0, he encouraged Chinese companies to take 
a leading role in bilateral projects while helping strengthen local 
technical capacity.  Citing the Saindak project as an example, he 
noted that more than 5,200 Pakistani professionals have been 
trained, gaining valuable technical and managerial skills, reflect-
ing China’s commitment to human resource development along-
side mineral cooperation. With the slogan “Our Shared Prosperi-
ty Empowered by Minerals,” the Pak-China Mineral Cooperation 
Forum was officially launched here at Jinnah Convention Center, 
in the presence of senior government officials and leading com-
panies from both countries, marking a new chapter in bilateral 
collaboration in Pakistan’s mineral sector. “It is a great honour 
and privileged for me to launch Pak-China mineral cooperation 
forum,” said the Ministe who was chief guest of the occasion.  
“Pakistan invites China to invest in copper, gold, rare earth ele-
ments and other critical minerals so that our mineral wealth can 

be transformed into industrial strength, export competitiveness 
and shared prosperity,” Iqbal said.“The mineral sector holds a 
central place in Uraan Pakistan for achieving our export targets. 
Pakistan’s mineral resources are valued at nearly six to seven tril-
lion dollars, yet our current mineral exports stand at only about 
two billion dollars annually,” he said. Ahsan Iqbal said that it was 
time to take Pak-China mineral cooperation beyond extraction to-
wards value addition, processing, smelting and refining. Projects 
such as Saindak copper-gold, Duddar lead-zinc and Thar coal are 
successful examples of this collaboration.  He said, “More than 
90 percent of Pakistan’s mineral exports are currently raw or 
semi-processed, which means value, jobs and technology leave 
the country with the raw material. Under Uraan Pakistan, this 
situation must and will change.” According to Ahsan Iqbal their 
goal was to “establish mineral processing plants, smelters, re-
fining facilities and mineral-based industrial clusters linked with 
special economic zones, moving decisively from extraction to val-
ue addition,” He said, “China’s role is pivotal in transforming 
Pakistan’s mineral economy, as Chinese companies possess 
advanced expertise across the entire mineral value chain, 
from geological surveys to processing, smelting, refining 
and project financing.—APP

NATO distances itself from Trump’s Iran strategy

Gold and the silent burden on ordinary families

Qamar Bashir

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

In a moment charged with urgency and ge-
opolitical drama, President Donald Trump 
convened what many described as a decisive, 

even “divorce-like,” meeting with his closest 
advisers, weighing the prospect of direct inter-
vention against Iran. Naval deployments were 
reportedly positioned, rhetoric sharpened, and 
speculation surged across capitals and news-
rooms alike. Yet, almost in parallel, a starkly dif-
ferent message emerged from Brussels. NATO, 
speaking through its Secretary-General before 
the European Parliament, made clear that Iran 
lies outside the alliance’s mandate and that the 
internal affairs of a sovereign state are not NA-
TO’s battlefield. In so many words, Europe re-
fused to be drawn into another war.
This divergence marks a notable inflection point 
in the post–Cold War history of the transatlan-
tic alliance. For decades, the United States and 
its European partners moved in near lockstep 
through Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and Syria—con-
flicts justified in the language of security, democ-
racy, and humanitarian intervention. This time, 
however, the line was drawn. The European Un-
ion’s position, echoed in NATO’s clarification, 
suggested a deeper calculation: if Europe were 
to endorse a unilateral American strike on Iran, 
it would forfeit any moral and legal standing to 
resist similar assertions of power elsewhere, 
even in regions closer to home. Sovereignty, 
once surrendered as a principle, becomes diffi-
cult to reclaim as a shield.
Washington’s strategic calculus, meanwhile, 
appeared to rest on a familiar framework of 
pressure. The first instrument is financial: the 
architecture of global lending, credit, and cur-
rency flows, dominated by institutions and mech-
anisms where American influence remains for-
midable. The second is economic: sanctions that 
can choke trade, freeze assets, and isolate en-
tire economies. The third is military: a vast and 
technologically unmatched force, often deployed 
against states that lack comparable power. Crit-
ics argue that this triad has been used not merely 
to deter aggression but to compel compliance, 
especially among smaller or more vulnerable na-
tions. Iran, however, presents a different kind of 
challenge. Despite years of economic pressure, 
political isolation, and internal strain, Tehran has 
demonstrated a capacity for strategic endurance. 
Reports—unconfirmed yet persistent—circulate 
about advances in uranium enrichment and po-
tential weaponization. Whether or not Iran has 
crossed the nuclear threshold remains a matter 

of intelligence assessments and diplomatic dis-
pute, but the mere perception of such capability 
reshapes the balance of deterrence. Nuclear am-
biguity, as history has shown, can be as powerful 
as nuclear certainty.
Geography, too, complicates the equation. The 
United States, separated by oceans, may be be-
yond the immediate reach of Iranian ballistic 
capabilities, but Israel lies within a far more 
proximate arc. Any regional escalation would 
therefore carry implications not only for Wash-
ington’s strategic interests but for the security 
of its closest Middle Eastern ally. This proximity 
amplifies the stakes, turning any potential con-
frontation into a regional, if not global, concern.
At home, the American political landscape adds 
another layer of tension. As debates rage over 
immigration enforcement, economic pressures, 
and civil liberties, large-scale demonstrations 
have filled streets and campuses. Critics point to 
what they describe as a striking contrast: a fed-
eral government deeply concerned with protests 
and political movements abroad, yet confronting 
widespread dissent within its own borders. The 
optics of prioritizing external regime narratives 
over domestic unrest have not gone unnoticed 
by the public or by opinion leaders across the 
political spectrum. The moral dimension of the 
debate is equally charged. Advocates of non-in-
tervention argue that international law, however 
imperfect, rests on the foundational principle of 
sovereignty. No state, they contend, possesses 
an inherent right to reshape another’s political 
order through force. This argument gains poten-
cy when juxtaposed with the humanitarian toll of 
past interventions—civilian casualties, displace-
ment, and long-term instability that linger long 
after the last troops withdraw.
In this context, the comparison often drawn by 
critics is stark. If powerful states claim the au-
thority to intervene in the name of justice or se-
curity, where does that authority end? Why are 
some leaders shielded by alliances and vetoes, 
while others are pursued across borders under 
the banner of international law? Such questions, 
increasingly voiced by journalists, academics, 
and civil society figures in both Europe and the 
United States, reflect a broader unease with 
what is perceived as a double standard in the 
application of global norms. NATO’s decision to 
distance itself from any intervention in Iran can 
thus be read as more than a tactical choice. It 
signals a potential recalibration of Europe’s role 
in a world where power is no longer unipolar and 

where the costs of alignment are being weighed 
more carefully. For European capitals, the calcu-
lus includes not only security concerns but pub-
lic opinion, economic ties with emerging powers, 
and a growing desire for strategic autonomy.
For President Trump, whose leadership style 
has often been described as instinctive and un-
predictable, this moment presents a dilemma. 
The rhetoric of strength and decisive action res-
onates with a segment of the electorate, yet the 
appetite for another major conflict appears lim-
ited both at home and among traditional allies. 
The very alliance that once amplified American 
power now, in this instance, constrains it.
What happens next remains uncertain. The ma-
chinery of diplomacy and deterrence continues 
to grind forward, even as warships maneuver 
and statements harden. History offers countless 
examples of crises that de-escalated at the last 
moment—and others that spiraled despite the 
best intentions. The difference often lies in the 
willingness of leaders to listen not only to their 
generals and strategists, but to their citizens and 
partners. In drawing its line, NATO has effec-
tively reminded the world of a principle that has 
been tested, stretched, and sometimes broken 
over the past three decades: that the internal 
destiny of a nation should, in the final analysis, 
be determined by its own people. Whether this 
principle will hold in the face of mounting pres-
sures, rivalries, and fears is an open question.
For now, the moment stands as a rare instance 
where the transatlantic alliance and Washington 
part ways on the threshold of war. It underscores 
a shifting global landscape, one in which power is 
contested, norms are debated, and the legitima-
cy of intervention is no longer taken for granted. 
The hope, voiced quietly in many capitals and 
loudly on many streets, is that restraint will pre-
vail—that sovereignty will be respected, diploma-
cy will be given room to work, and the world will 
be spared another chapter of destruction written 
in the name of security. The coming days and 
weeks will test that hope. They will reveal wheth-
er the pause in escalation is a turning point or 
merely an interlude. For a world already bur-
dened by conflict, climate strain, and economic 
uncertainty, the stakes could hardly be higher.

—The writers is Press Secretary to the 
President (Rtd) Former Press Minister, 
Embassy of Pakistan to FranceFormer 
Press Attaché to Malaysia Former MD, 
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Gold has occupied a place of reverence in human 
history that few substances can rival. From the 
earliest stirrings of civilisation, mankind has been 

irresistibly drawn to its soft glow and enduring purity. Un-
like other metals that demanded fire, technique, and labour 
to reveal their usefulness, gold appeared in nature in a ready 
and welcoming form—shining nuggets resting in riverbeds, 
untouched by rust or decay. It was perhaps for this reason 
that gold became the first metal known to humankind and the 
earliest symbol of wealth, permanence, and aspiration. Over 
thousands of years, its meaning has evolved, yet its power 
over the human imagination has remained remarkably 
unchanged.
Archaeology confirms that humans were not 
merely collecting gold as a curiosity but shap-
ing it into ornaments and symbols of status 
more than six and a half millennia ago. The 
remarkable discoveries at the Varna Necrop-
olis in present-day Bulgaria reveal that pre-
historic societies were already crafting gold 
jewellery with surprising sophistication dur-
ing the fifth millennium before Christ. These 
artefacts—beads, bracelets, and ceremonial 
adornments—suggest that gold was linked not 
only with beauty but also with authority and 
reverence. Soon after, ancient Egypt raised 
gold to near-divine status, associating it with 
immortality and the gods, while other great 
civilisations across Mesopotamia, the Indus 
Valley, China, and later the Mediterranean 
world incorporated gold into ritual, trade, and 
governance. When the first gold coins were 
minted in Lydia around 600 BC, gold moved 
decisively from ornament to economic anchor, 
shaping commerce for centuries to come.
In South Asian societies, gold acquired an 
additional layer of meaning rooted in family 
structure and social responsibility. It became 
inseparable from marriage traditions, particu-
larly for daughters. For generations, parents 
regarded gold jewellery as a form of long-term 
security—an asset that could be relied upon in 

moments of hardship, illness, or widowhood. 
Bangles and necklaces were not merely dec-
orative; they represented foresight, care, and 
dignity. This tradition endured even among families 
of modest means, who saved patiently to fulfil what 
was considered both a social and emotional obliga-
tion.
Today, however, that delicate balance between tra-
dition and affordability has been deeply disturbed. 
The extraordinary escalation in gold prices has 
placed even modest jewellery beyond the reach of 
the middle class. Where once a bridal trousseau in-
cluded substantial ornaments, many families now 
struggle to afford even the most basic pieces. 
Religious teachings impose no requirement for 
such displays, yet parental love and social expec-
tation continue to exert pressure. As a result, 
many settle for symbolic gestures—a single ring 
or small ornament—offered not as a measure of 
wealth, but as an expression of affection and con-
tinuity. Alongside this economic strain, a new so-
cial dynamic has emerged, intensified by the age 
of digital display. Lavish weddings hosted by the 
affluent, widely circulated on social media, have 
transformed private celebrations into public ex-
hibitions of prosperity. These spectacles, while 
harmless in intent, often deepen feelings of in-
feriority among those who cannot compete with 
such extravagance. The comparison is relentless 
and unavoidable, fostering dissatisfaction and, at 
times, unhealthy financial decisions. In this way, 
gold has become a silent participant in widening 
social divides, highlighting disparities rather 
than bridging them.
Beyond social customs, the current surge in gold 
prices reflects deeper global anxieties. In late 
January 2026, gold climbed to unprecedented 
levels, a clear signal of widespread economic and 
geopolitical unease. History shows that gold’s 
value tends to rise when confidence in politi-
cal stability, currencies, and financial systems 

falters. Wars, trade disputes, inflationary pres-
sures, and policy uncertainty all drive investors 
toward assets perceived as safe. Gold, unlike 
paper currency or government bonds, carries 
no promise dependent on institutions; its value 
rests on collective trust forged over millennia.
Modern examples reaffirm this pattern. From 
the oil shocks and geopolitical turmoil of the 
1970s to more recent conflicts in the Middle East 
and Eastern Europe, gold has repeatedly surged 
during times of crisis. Wars disrupt trade routes, 
inflate energy prices, and compel governments 
to increase spending, often at the cost of curren-
cy stability. In such conditions, gold emerges as 
a hedge against inflation and devaluation. In the 
present era, this traditional role is reinforced by 
aggressive purchasing by central banks seeking 
to diversify reserves, as well as expectations of 
lower interest rates that reduce the opportunity 
cost of holding non-yielding assets like gold.
Yet it would be simplistic to view gold’s ascent 
solely through the lens of profit. Its enduring ap-
peal lies in the reassurance it offers during un-
certainty. For individuals, institutions, and even 
nations, gold represents continuity in a rapidly 
changing world. Its weight in the vaults of central 
banks and its presence in family heirlooms speak 
to the same instinct: the desire for something 
that outlasts turmoil.
Thus, gold today stands as both a blessing and 
a burden. It remains a symbol of beauty, secu-
rity, and historical continuity, yet its soaring 
price has strained cherished traditions and 
exposed social inequalities. For families, it 
prompts difficult choices between custom and 
capacity. For societies, it serves as a quiet com-
mentary on economic imbalance and global in-
stability. And for the world at large, gold con-
tinues to perform its ancient role—as a mirror 
reflecting human fears, hopes, and the time-
less search for certainty in uncertain times.
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Negative policies have 
broken public’s backbone

DNA

Islamabad Shahid Rasheed Butt, 
prominent business leader and for-
mer president of the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce, stated that current 
policies have severely impacted the 
public and undermined the confi-
dence of both youth and the business 
community. He noted that profession-
als and workers are leaving the coun-
try, foreign investors are staying away, 
and local investors are withdrawing. 
He emphasized that shifting the con-
sequences of elite mismanagement 
onto the public must end. He called 
for serious, long-term reforms to re-
store business confidence and ensure 
Pakistan remains attractive to inves-
tors. In a statement, Shahid Rasheed 
Butt said a 43.3 percent decline in 
foreign direct investment from July 
to December 2026 has been record-

ed. Portfolio investment was negative 
225.1 million dollars, compared to 
negative 221.8 million dollars in the 
same period last year. He stated these 
figures reflect a clear lack of investor 
confidence. The business leader not-
ed that in the first half of fiscal year 
2026, exports fell by 5 percent and 
the current account deficit widened 
to 1.174 billion dollars, exceeding 
last year’s figure for the same peri-
od. Foreign exchange reserves are 
21.3 billion dollars, with 16.1 billion 
held by the State Bank of Pakistan, 
much of it borrowed. He described 
this situation as concerning for the 
future. He highlighted that agricul-
tural growth reached 2.9 percent in 
the first quarter of the current fiscal 
year, up from 1.0 percent last year. 
However, major crops excluding 
wheat declined by 0.7 percent. Cot-
ton production fell by 1.2 percent, 
green fodder output dropped by 14.4 

percent, and fertilizer prices rose by 
13 percent, creating significant chal-
lenges for farmers. Shahid Rasheed 
Butt noted that from July to January, 
credit disbursement to the private 
sector was 578.4 billion rupees, 
down from 1.520 trillion rupees in 
the same period last year. He said 
this indicates weak private sector 
conditions and stagnant investment. 
He stressed that economic recov-
ery is not possible without imme-
diate policy reforms. He called for 
immediate policy changes, warning 
that ongoing uncertainty will lead to 
higher prices, job losses, and reduced 
private investment. He urged the 
government to consult the business 
community, exporters, and farmers 
before introducing new fiscal or reg-
ulatory measures. Without restoring 
policy predictability and investor con-
fidence, economic stabilization efforts 
will remain fragile and short-lived.

BJP using census 
to stoke sectarian 
divisions in IIOJK
ISLAMABAD: The All Parties Hurriyet Conference 
(APHC) has said that the Indian BJP-led government is 
once again attempting to divide occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir on sectarian lines under its Hindutva-RSS agen-
da. APHC spokesman Advocate Abdul Rashid Minhas, in 
a statement issued in Srinagar, said that several private, 
communal, illogical and unnecessary questions reflecting 
anti-Kashmiri and sectarian agendas have been introduced 
in the new census format by the BJP and other like-minded 
leaders and parties. He said these questions have the po-
tential to fragment Kashmiri society along sectarian lines. 
The APHC said that after illegally dividing occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir at gunpoint in August 2019, the BJP-led 
Indian government is now seeking further division through 
the census exercise. Sources said the census includes 
questions such as: “Which sect of religion does a family be-
long to? Who are the relatives inside and outside Kashmir. 
What properties, particularly those of in-laws, does a family 
own? Does the family have any links or relations with any 
militant (mujahid) or Hurriyet camp.” The APHC said the 
exercise amounts to intelligence gathering under the guise 
of a census. It added that the inclusion of such intrusive 
and suspicious questions, coupled with recent state-
ments by the BJP and other like-minded parties, has 
reinforced fears of a deliberate attempt to foment sec-
tarian discord in Jammu and Kashmir, where Muslims 
have historically lived in harmony as brothers and sis-
ters. The All Parties Hurriyet Conference said that 
the BJP-appointed Lieutenant Governor regime im-
posed by New Delhi is brazenly violating international 
laws in IIOJK, especially after the illegal abrogation of 
the territory’s special status in August 2019.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Amir Mazari, Muham-
mad Yahya and Muhammad Junaid 
continued their winning run by defeat-
ing their respective opponents in the 
ongoing Millat Tractors Junior Nation-
al Tennis Championship 2026 at the 
Punjab Tennis Academy courts. The 
event is being organised by the Pun-
jab Lawn Tennis Association (PLTA).
The boys’ U-18 category produced 
some of the most intense contests of 
the day. Amir Mazari of Aitchison Col-
lege displayed clinical precision to de-
feat Omer Jawad 6-4, 6-1 and book his 
place in the semifinals, while Muham-

mad Yahya recorded a convincing 6-1, 
6-4 victory over Hamza Ali Rizwan.
In the most grueling match of the ses-
sion, Muhammad Junaid Khan staged 
a remarkable comeback against M 
Umar Ali. After losing the opening 
set 0-6, Junaid fought back strongly to 
claim the next two sets 6-4, 7-5. Ruhab 
Faisal also advanced by defeating Mu-
hammad Muaz 6-4, 6-3.
The boys’ U-14 quarterfinals high-
lighted the technical skills of the 
younger players. Muhammad Junaid 
extended his winning streak with a 
5-3, 4-2 victory over Ohad-e-Mustafa. 
Muhammad Ayan and Muhammad 
Muaz also progressed comfortably, 
with Ayan beating Behroze Memon 

4-1, 4-1, while Muaz overcame M 
Faizan 4-1, 4-0. M Ibraheem Hussain 
Gill showed great resilience to edge 
past Aliyan Ali 4-0, 3-5, 4-1.
In the boys’ U-18 doubles quarterfi-
nals, Muhammad Ahmad Afzal and 
Moazzam Babar outplayed Attique 
ur Rehman and Muteeb ur Rehman, 
while Bilal Awais and Rehaan Khan 
defeated Murtaza Hassan and Has-
san Alam 6-1, 6-3.
In the girls’ U-14 category, Esha Rabi 
thrashed Shahreen Umer 4-0, 4-0, 
Khadija Khalil beat Shahnoor Umer 
4-1, 4-0, while Shahnoor Umer de-
feated Wajeeha Fatima 5-4, 4-0. Eman 
Shahbaz also registered a straight-sets 
win over Zainah Abdullah 4-2, 4-0.

Amir, Yahya, Junaid Shine in 
Junior Tennis Championship
The boys’ U-14 quarterfinals highlighted the technical skills of the younger 
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victory over Ohad-e-Mustafa. Muhammad Ayan and Muhammad Muaz  
also progressed comfortably, with Ayan beating Behroze Memon 4-1,  
4-1, while Muaz overcame M Faizan 4-1, 4-0. M Ibraheem Hussain  
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reaffirms 
resolve to...

From Page 01
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Senator 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar. Am-
bassador Karoblis conveyed 
his sincere gratitude for 
the warm reception and 
hospitality extended since 
his arrival. He assured the 
Prime Minister of his ded-
ication to advancing Paki-
stan-EU relations across all 
domains.  The Ambassador 
transmitted best wishes 
from EU leadership and 
emphasized the EU’s con-
tinued engagement with 
Pakistan to enhance trade 
opportunities under GSP+ 
and through proactive initi-
atives, including the inaugu-
ral High-Level EU-Pakistan 
Business Forum scheduled 
for 28-29 April 2026 in Is-
lamabad. The meeting re-
flected the shared resolve 
of both sides to build on 
existing partnerships and 
explore new avenues for 
economic collaboration, 
sustainable development, 
and strategic dialogue 
in the coming period.

UK secures 
visa free 

travel to...
From Page 01

“The change aligns the 
UK with around 50 other 
countries already enjoying 
similar privileges, includ-
ing France, Germany, Italy, 
Australia, and Japan. It ap-
plies to both tourists and 
business visitors, removing 
the previous requirement 
for a visa for stays under 
30 days. Downing Street 
emphasized that this step 
would particularly benefit 
sectors like pharmaceuti-
cals, finance, and services, 
where the UK seeks greater 
market access.In a parallel 
development underscoring 
deepening economic links, 
UK-headquartered pharma-
ceutical giant AstraZeneca 
announced a significant $15 
billion (£10.9 billion) invest-
ment in China through 2030. 
The commitment includes 
expanding manufacturing 
sites, research and develop-
ment facilities, and creating 
new jobs in the country. 

Armed 
forces fully 
prepared...

From Page 01
emerging technologies, 
including unmanned aerial 
systems, advanced surveil-
lance capabilities, electron-
ic warfare assets and mod-
ern command-and-control 
mechanisms, underscoring 
the armed forces’ shift to-
wards technology-enabled 
multi-domain operations. 
Addressing officers and 
troops, the army chief 
commended their high 
morale, professional com-
petence and operational 
readiness. He stressed the 
importance of maintain-
ing optimal preparedness 
to meet future battlefield 
and security challenges.

Tarar 
confirms... 

From Page 01
The information minister 
stressed that Imran’s vi-
tal signs remained stable 
throughout the procedure 
and that his overall health 
was satisfactory.  “He is ab-
solutely healthy,” Tarar said, 
adding that access to medical 
facilities and specialist care 
is provided to all prisoners 
whenever required, strictly 
in accordance with jail rules. 
Responding to a question 
about rumours circulating 
on social media regarding 
the ousted prime minister’s 
health, Tarar rejected the 
claims, saying there was no 
truth to suggestions that Im-
ran’s condition was serious. 

Pak will 
not join...

From Page 01
from Pakistan’s principled 
position on Palestine,” the 
FO spokesperson added. He 
said that Pakistan’s decision 
to join the Board of Peace 
was taken collectively by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
consultation with all relevant 
stakeholders, after complet-
ing all procedural require-
ments. Andrabi said that 
Pakistan’s primary objective 
in joining the Board of Peace 
is to help consolidate and 
sustain the ceasefire in Gaza.

Sri Lanka boost T20 
World Cup security

Cricket matches have long been a stage for expressing political tensions between 
the nuclear-armed neighbours, which fought a four-day conflict last year

DNA

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka will deploy elite 
armed units to protect teams at next 
month’s T20 World Cup, part of enhanced 
security measures with a special emphasis 
on matches between perennial rivals India 
and Pakistan, officials have told AFP.
The island is co-hosting the biennial crick-
et tournament with India and will hold 20 
games between February 7 and March 8.
The Indian and Pakistani teams will play 
each other at least once, in their Group 
A clash in the Sri Lankan capital Colom-

bo on February 15. Cricket matches have 
long been a stage for expressing political 
tensions between the nuclear-armed neigh-
bours, which fought a four-day conflict last 
year. Sri Lanka has given the “highest pri-
ority” to ensuring the tournament runs 
smoothly and is “paying special attention to 
the India-Pakistan matches”, sports minis-
ter Sunil Kumara Gamage told AFP late on 
Wednesday. Elite commando units, usually 
assigned to guard visiting heads of state, 
will be deployed to protect all participating 
teams, police and security officials said.
“From the time they step out of the airport 
till they return to their aircraft, they will be 

protected by armed guards,” an official said, 
asking not to be named. India and Pakistan 
have previously refused to travel across the 
border for sporting events, opting to play 
on neutral ground via a hybrid model in-
stead. Hence, for the T20 World Cup, the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) has 
shifted their matches to Sri Lanka.
Bangladesh also tried to have their matches 
moved out of India due to security fears, but 
the ICC rejected the request. An angry Bangla-
desh then withdrew from the tournament, and 
Scotland were drafted in as their replacement. 
Pakistan has indicated that it may yet boycott 
the event in solidarity with Bangladesh.

Sri Lanka maintained a studious silence 
throughout the India-Bangladesh row.
Cricket Secretary Bandula Dissanayake 
told AFP Colombo wanted to avoid being 
drawn into regional disputes. “In these 
disputes among India, Pakistan and Bangla-
desh, we are remaining neutral, all of these 
are friendly nations,” he said. But he added 
that Sri Lanka would be willing to host fu-
ture tournaments for any of the countries 
if asked. Sri Lanka has also used the T20 
World Cup as an opportunity to upgrade its 
international venues. It has commissioned 
new floodlights at the Singhalese Sports 
Club, one of two stadiums in Colombo.

Aryna Sabalenka faces 
Svitolina roadblock in 
Melbourne final quest

Aryna Sabalenka faces a Ukrainian roadblock between 
her and a fourth straight Australian Open final on 
Thursday, and she is determined to blast past it

MELBOURNE: Relentless Belarusian top seed Aryna Sabalenka faces a Ukrainian 
roadblock between her and a fourth straight Australian Open final on Thursday, and 
she is determined to blast past it. The 27-year-old has won the Melbourne title twice, 
in 2023 and 2024, and seemed destined for another crown last year but was upset in 
the final by Madison Keys. That defeat left her shattered and she is desperate to go 
all the way this time. “I think every player when they get to the tournament is trophy 
or nothing,” she said ahead of facing 12th seed Elina Svitolina.
“The mentality is the same, and it’s always in the back of your mind that obviously you 
want to win it.” The pair have played six times previously, with Sabalenka winning five.
But she is wary of the threat posed by a player in search of her first final at a major.
“I’ll just go, and I’ll be focused on myself and on my game, and I’ll be fighting for every 
point. That’s my approach,” said Sabalenka, a four-time Grand Slam champion.
Like other Ukrainian players, Svitolina does not shake hands with opponents from Russia 
and Moscow’s ally Belarus. That will include Sabalenka.
She stunned third seed Coco Gauff in the last round and hoped that would bring “a little 
light” to her fellow Ukrainians during a bitter winter under attack by Russia.
Making a maiden Australian Open final will be an even bigger achievement for her 
and her homeland. “It’s a big challenge, of course, to play number one in the world,” 
she said. “It’s no secret that she’s a very powerful player.
“She’s very consistent for the past years with everything that she does on the court. 
For me, I’ll have to be ready for that, try to find the ways and the little holes, little 
opportunities in her game.” They open the action on Rod Laver Arena in the evening 
with American sixth seed Jessica Pegula facing a threat from fifth seed Elena Rybaki-
na afterwards. The Moscow-born Kazakh Rybakina has made the Melbourne final 
once before, in 2023 when she lost in three tough sets to Sabalenka.
She is also the 2022 Wimbledon champion, with big-match experience under her belt.
But she is conscious that Pegula has already knocked out Keys and fourth seed Aman-
da Anisimova. “She’s a very experienced opponent and she moves well, and also her 
ball stays quite low,” she said. “So that makes it a bit difficult sometimes to play her, 
but I will try to adjust. Will try to do my best, definitely.” Pegula is zeroing in on her 
first Slam crown at the age of 31. The closest she has come was losing the 2024 US 
Open final, also to Sabalenka. She faces a player who stunned second seed and six-time 
Grand Slam champion Iga Swiatek in the quarter-finals and has won 18 of her last 19 
matches. “She’s really tough to play, she has a massive serve, big groundstrokes, cool 
as a cucumber, you get nothing out of her,” said Pegula of Rybakina. – Agencies

Shehbaz 
Sharif 

talks to...
From Page 01

fraternal ties through 
regular high-level engage-
ment and institutional 
cooperation,” he said.

Afridi not 
allowed 

to meet...
From Page 01

about the former premier’s 
health. CM Afridi’s visit 
comes after the PTI on 
Tuesday raised concerns 
about Imran’s health, say-
ing he was ailing from a se-
rious eye issue. Information 
Minister Attaullah Tarar 
on Thursday confirmed 
that the PTI founder un-
derwent a medical proce-
dure for an eye ailment at 
a hospital in Islamabad on 
Saturday night. Referring 
to Tarar’s statement, Afri-
di insisted the government 
was previously denying that 
Imran had been taken to a 
hospital and said the PTI 
would “respond strongly”.

China says 
Canada deal 
does not... 

From Page 01
taking over” Canada. In 
response, Prime Minister 
Mark Carney has said that 
Canada is not pursuing a 
free-trade deal with China 
and has “never” considered 
it. He added that Canadian 
officials have made their po-
sition clear to their Ameri-
can counterparts. Trump 
threatens Canada with 100% 
tariffs if it ‘makes a deal 
with China’ From surge 
in patriotism to fewer US 
trips - Trump’s impact on 
Canada Asked to respond 
to Trump’s comments at a 
news conference on Mon-
day, the Canadian prime 
minister noted that Canada 
is obligated to notify the 
US if it plans to sign a free-
trade deal with a “non-mar-
ket economy” as part of the 
USMCA, the long-standing 
free trade pact it has signed 
with the US and Mexico. 
“We would have given no-
tice, and then there is a 
very open and transpar-
ent process,” Carney said.

Pak beat 
Australia in  
T20 opener

From Page 01
the first 10 deliveries be-
fore Ayub gave Pakistan the 
breakthrough by dismissing 
the former, who made a 
four-ball five. The 23-year-
old all-rounder struck again 
in his next over to get rid 
of Head, who smashed two 
sixes and as many fours on 
his way to a 13-ball 23. Fol-
lowing Ayub’s twin strike, 
Cameron Green and Matt 
Renshaw (15) attempted 
to anchor the run chase by 
knitting a 40-run partnership 
for the third wicket, which 
culminated with the latter’s 
run out on the first delivery 
of the eighth over. His dis-
missal sparked a collapse 
as Australia began to lose 
wickets at an alarming rate, 
including that of mainstay 
Green, who remained their 
top-scorer with a cautious 
36 off 31 deliveries, and con-
sequently slipped to 112/8 
in 15.4 overs. No.10 batter 
Xavier Bartlett then played a 
quickfire cameo at the back-
end, scoring an unbeaten 
34 off 25 deliveries, but his 
efforts were insufficient to 
steer Australia over the line.

Daily Allowance Issue 
Resolved After Hockey 

Players’ Protest
M. Ansar Bhatti 

ISLAMABAD: The long-standing daily allowance issue of 
the Pakistan national hockey team has been resolved fol-
lowing players’ protest, as the Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) 
on Thursday approved a daily allowance of $115 per player 
for the national squad. The PSB directed its finance depart-
ment to release the approved payments ahead of the team’s 
departure to ensure players face no inconvenience during 
their international assignment.
Director General PSB Muhammad Yasir Pirzada said the 
allowance was approved in accordance with the govern-
ment-sanctioned budget and would cover Pakistan’s par-
ticipation in the FIH Pro League. He added that despite 
financial constraints, the PSB managed the payments by re-
allocating funds saved from various budget heads to facilitate 
the team’s foreign tour. Pakistan hockey team captain Am-
mad Butt welcomed the decision and thanked the DG PSB 
for personally addressing the players’ concerns. He said dis-
cussions held earlier on multiple issues had produced posi-
tive results. “The revised daily allowance approved under the 
current government budget is reasonable. More importantly, 
the issue has now been settled,” Ammad Butt said. Pakistan 
will play Australia on February 10, Germany on February 11, 
Australia again on February 13, and Germany on February 
14 in the second round of the FIH Pro League.

ISLAMABAD: Players of the Legends of Pakistan team and Media Eleven posing for  a picture before the friendly match. The Legends of Pakistan defeated Media Eleven. 
High Commissioner of Brunei Kamal Ahmed was the chief guest. From the Legends of Pakistan those who participated included; Rana Mujahid Secretary Pakistan 

Hockey Federation, Shehbaz Senior, Zeeshan Ashraf, M Usman, Kahlid Hameed, Ahmed Alam, Tahir Zaman, Syed Ziaullah Shah, Abdul Qadeer, Nadeem Lodhi 
and others. While the Media Eleven was represented by Afzal Butt, Nasir Aslam Raja, Ansar M Bhatti, Javed, Hafeez, Ejaz and others. – DNA

Senegal 
coach Thiaw 
banned, fined 
after AFCON 
final chaos

JOHANNESBURG: Sene-
gal coach Pape Thiaw has 
been banned for five Con-
federation of African Foot-
ball (CAF) matches and 
fined $100,000 after the 
chaotic scenes at the Africa 
Cup of Nations (AFCON) 
final against Morocco this 
month, it was announced 
on Thursday. A CAF state-
ment said the tactician 
was guilty of “unsporting 
conduct” and “bringing the 
game into disrepute” dur-
ing the decider in Rabat on 
January 18, which Senegal 
won 1-0 after extra time. 
TV coverage of the final 
showed Thiaw gesturing 
toward his players when 
Morocco were awarded a 
penalty in added on time of 
normal time.  – app

Haaland ends 
barren run as 

Man City reach 
Champions 

League last 16
MANCHESTER:  Erling Haaland ended his 
10-game wait for a goal from open play as 
Manchester City beat Galatasaray 2-0 on 
Wednesday to book their place in the Cham-
pions League last 16. Rayan Cherki was also 
on target for Pep Guardiola’s men, who took 
advantage of results elsewhere going their 
way to sneak into the top eight and avoid a 

perilous play-off next month.
“With a bit of drama, we did it,” said City 
captain Bernardo Silva. “With the schedule, 
with the amount of injuries we have at the 
minute, to have those two full weeks to pre-
pare the team, to recover some players, to 
focus on other competitions for now is going 
to be really good.” City know the dangers of 
the play-off round only too well after being 
dumped out at that stage by Real Madrid 12 
months ago. A week on from an embarrass-
ing defeat to Bodo/Glimt that put their place 
in the top eight at risk, City made amends 
against a Galatasaray side that will go into 
the play-offs. Haaland had been left on the 
bench by Guardiola for the first time in the 
Premier League this season for Saturday’s 
2-0 win over Wolves. – Agencies
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LAHORE/HANOI: Authorities in Pakistan have ordered enhanced 
screening of people entering the country for signs of infections of the 
deadly Nipah virus after India confirmed two cases, adding 
to the number of Asian countries stepping up controls. Thai-
land, Singapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Indonesia and Viet-
nam have also tightened screening at airports. The Nipah 
virus can cause fever and brain inflammation and has a high 
mortality rate. There is also no vaccine. But transmission 
from person to person is not easy and typically requires pro-
longed contact with an infected individual. “It has become 
imperative to strengthen preventative and surveillance meas-
ures at Pakistan’s borders,” the Border Health Services de-
partment said in a statement. “All travelers shall undergo 
⁠thermal screening and clinical assessment at the Point of 
Entry,” which includes seaports, land borders and airports, 
the department added. The agency said travelers would need 
to provide transit history for the preceding 21-day period 
to check whether they had been through “Nipah-affected 
or high-risk regions.” There are no direct flights between 
Pakistan and India and travel between the two countries is 
extremely limited, particularly since their worst fighting in 
decades in May last year. In Hanoi, the Vietnamese capital’s 
health department on Wednesday ⁠also ordered the screen-
ing of incoming passengers at Noi Bai airport, particularly 
those arriving from India and the eastern state of West Ben-
gal, where the two health workers were confirmed to have 
the virus in late December. Passengers will be checked with 
body temperature scanners to detect suspected cases. “This 

allows for timely isolation, epidemiological investigation,” the depart-
ment said in a statement. That follows measures by authorities in Ho 

Chi Minh City, Vietnam’s largest city, who said they had tightened 
health controls at international border crossings. India’s health min-

istry said this week that au-
thorities have identified and 
traced 196 contacts linked 
to the two cases with none 
showing symptoms and all 
testing negative for the virus. 
Nipah is a rare viral infection 
that spreads largely from in-
fected ⁠animals, mainly fruit 
bats, to humans. It can be 
asymptomatic but it is often 
very dangerous, with a case 
fatality rate of 40 percent to 
75 percent, depending on the 
local health care system’s 
capacity for detection and 
management, according to 
the World Health Organiza-
tion. The virus was first iden-
tified just over 25 years ago 
during an outbreak among 
pig farmers in Malaysia and 
Singapore, although scien-
tists believe it has circulated 
in flying foxes, or fruit bats, 
for thousands of years.—DNA

Pak latest Asian country to step up 
checks for deadly Nipah virus

Briefs
Rupee gains 

01 paisa 
against US 

Dollar
ISLAMABAD: The Rupee on 
Thursday appreciated by 01 
paisa against the US Dollar in 
interbank trading and closed 
at Rs 279.80 compared to the 
previous day’s closing at Rs 
279.81.
According to the Forex Asso-
ciation of Pakistan (FAP), the 
buying and selling rates of 
the Dollar in the open market 
were recorded at Rs 280.70 
and Rs 282.35, respectively 
The price of the Euro de-
creased by Rs0.37 to close 
at Rs 335.23 from the previ-
ous day’s close of Rs 335.60, 
according to the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP). The Jap-
anese Yen came down by 01 
paisa and closed at Rs 1.82, 
whereas the exchange rate of 
the British Pound witnessed 
an increase of Rs 1.12 and 
closed at Rs 387.21 com-
pared to the previous day’s 
Rs 386.09. The exchange 
rate of the Emirates Dirham 
and the Saudi Riyal declined 
by 01 paisa each to close at 
Rs76.17 and Rs 74.59, respec-
tively.—APP

Gold price 
surges 

Rs21,200 to 
all-time high 

ISLAMABAD: Gold prices 
surged to an all-time high in 
the local market on Thursday 
as the price of 24-karat gold 
per tola jumped by Rs21,200 
to settle at Rs572,862. The 
price of 10 grams of 24-karat 
gold also jumped by Rs18,175 
to Rs491,136, while the 
price of 10 grams of 22-kar-
at gold rose by Rs16,661 to 
Rs450,224, according to the 
All Pakistan Sarafa Gems 
and Jewellers Association. 
Silver prices also witnessed 
an upward trend, with the 
price of 24-karat silver per 
tola increasing by Rs264 to 
Rs12,175, whereas the price 
of 10 grams of silver went 
up by Rs227 to Rs10,438. 
In the international market, 
gold prices climbed by $212 
to reach $5,505 per ounce, 
marking a fresh record, while 
silver prices rose by $2.64 to 
$117.0 per ounce, the associ-
ation reported._APP

SAPM, Sri 
Lankan 

ministers 
vow to 

explore new 
opportunities

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka on Thursday re-
affirmed their commitment 
to further strengthening bi-
lateral relations and explor-
ing new opportunities for 
cooperation to benefit the 
peoples of Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka The affirmation was 
express during a meeting 
between Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister (SAPM) 
Haroon Akhtar Khan  and a 
high-level ministerial delega-
tion from Sri Lanka to discuss 
avenues for strengthening 
bilateral cooperation across 
key economic sectors, said 
a news release. The Sri Lan-
kan delegation comprised 
Minister of Trade Wasantha 
Samarasinghe, Minister of 
Industry Sunil Handunnet-
ti, and Deputy Minister of 
Health  Muditha Hasanka, 
said a news release. During 
the meeting, both sides ex-
changed views on enhancing 
cooperation in industry and 
trade, small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs), business 
and investment, as well as 
technology and innovation. 
The discussions reflected a 
shared commitment to ex-
panding mutually beneficial 
economic engagement.
SAPM Haroon Akhtar Khan 
stated that, in line with the 
vision of the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, the government 
is actively promoting regional 
economic cooperation to en-
sure sustainable growth and 
shared prosperity. He em-
phasized that Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka enjoy historic and 
brotherly relations rooted 
in mutual respect and trust. 
Highlighting Pakistan’s stra-
tegic outlook, Haroon Akhtar 
Khan said that Pakistan as-
pires to transform its long-
standing relationship with Sri 
Lanka into a comprehensive 
strategic economic partner-
ship. He added that the dec-
ades-old friendship between 
the two countries is now 
evolving into deeper econom-
ic collaboration, including in 
the digital economy and mod-
ern technologies. Sri Lanka’s 
Minister of Trade noted that 
the friendship between Pa-
kistan and Sri Lanka spans 
decades—APP

US resumes 
food aid to 

Somalia
NAIROBI: The United States 
on Thursday announced the 
resumption of food distribu-
tion in Somalia, weeks after 
the destruction of a US-fund-
ed World Food Programme 
(WFP) warehouse at Moga-
dishu’s port. In early Janu-
ary, Washington suspended 
aid to Somalia over reports 
of theft and government in-
terference, saying Somali 
officials had “illegally seized 
76 metric tons of donor-fund-
ed food aid meant for vulner-
able Somalis.” US officials 
then warned any future aid 
would depend on the Somali 
government taking account-
ability, a stance Mogadishu 
countered by saying the 
warehouse demolition was 
part of the port’s “expansion 
and repurposing works.” On 
Wednesday, however, the 
Somali government said “all 
WFP commodities affected 
by port expansion have been 
returned.” In a statement 
Somalia said it “takes full re-
sponsibility” and has “provid-
ed the World Food Program 
with a larger and more suit-
able warehouse within the 
Mogadishu port area.” The 
US State Department said 
in a post on X that: “We will 
resume WFP food distribu-
tion while continuing to re-
view our broader assistance 
posture in Somalia.” “The 
Trump Administration main-
tains a firm zero tolerance 
policy for waste, theft, or 
diversion of US resources,” 
it said. US president Donald 
Trump has slashed aid over 
the past year globally.—APP

Syria’s 
tourism sector 

sees 80% 
surge 

RIYADH: Syria’s tourism 
sector posted a sharp re-
bound in 2025, with Arab 
and foreign arrivals rising 80 
percent as improved security 
and policy shifts helped re-
vive cross-border travel and 
investment interest, official 
data showed. 
Total visitor numbers, in-
cluding Syrians, increased 
18 percent year on year to 
3.56 million between January 
and November, according 
to the Ministry of Tourism. 
This comes after more than 
a decade in which conflict, 
damaged infrastructure, and 
security concerns hollowed 
out what had been a major 
pre-war visitor economy, 
with Syria’s tourism rebound 
now emerging against a 
shifting regional and policy 
backdrop.  Tourism Minis-
ter Mazen Al-Salhani said 
the increase reflects more 
than a cyclical recovery, 
describing it as “not only 
the re-activation of tourism 
flows, but a deeper strategic 
recovery extending beyond 
the economic domain.”  He 
added that renewed interest 
from Arab travelers in par-
ticular “signals a transition 
to organized, civilian-driven 
mobility and a restored per-
ception of Syria as a safe, 
attractive, and culturally rich 
destination.”  Reports from 
2010 indicate that Syria drew 
about 8.5 million visitors that 
year, underscoring the scale 
of the market the country is 
seeking to rebuild as arrivals 
now recover from a far lower 
base.  UN Tourism said the 
Middle East remained the 
world’s strongest-perform-
ing region in 2025 relative to 
2019 levels, underscoring the 
wider return of cross-border 
travel and airline capacity in 
the region. —APP

Global investors signal 
strong conviction in Pak’s 

investment story: Khurram
he valuations remain compelling: Pakistan’s economy and markets remain undervalued, offering  

asymmetric upside as reforms deepen and confidence compounds
ISLAMABAD: Adviser to Finance Minister 
Khurram Schehzad on Thursday said that 
the virtual investor roadshow arranged 
by Standard Chartered Bank,in collabo-
ration with the Debt Management Office 
of the Ministry of Finance and Revenue, 
marked a historic and unprecedented lev-
el of engagement with Pakistan’s invest-
ment narrative.
With 225 investors participating, this 
was among the largest, most diverse, and 
most institutionally-weighted investor 
interactions Pakistan has seen in recent 
years, and the first time such a broad set 
of real-money global investors engaged 
together in a single, curated forum at this 
scale, he posted on X.
The roadshow was led by Minister of 
Finance and Revenue, Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb, alongside his team, who 

presented Pakistan’s emerging invest-
ment story anchored in macro-economic 
stability, structural reforms, external 
validation and a clearly improving out-
look, while providing clear forward guid-
ance on external market funding plans 
through forthcoming RFPs, he added He 
said that participation was dominated by 
foreign institutional investors, global asset 
managers, pension funds, insurers, sover-
eign-linked entities, corporates, HNWIs, 
and multilateral institutions, reflecting not 
speculative interest, but serious long-hori-
zon capital evaluating Pakistan’s renewed 
macro and reform trajectory.
 Foreign investors joined from all major 
capital regions including North America, 
Europe, Middle East and Asia-Pacific sig-
naling broad global interest, he said add-
ing that the participation by the World’s 

Largest Asset Managers Importantly, the 
attendee list included some of the largest 
and most influential asset managers in 
the world, collectively representing over 
$ 35+ trillion in assets under management 
(AUMs). This level of participation is a pow-
erful signal that Pakistan is attracting the 
attention of global real-money allocators, 
not merely opportunistic flows, he added.
This level of participation reflects a clear 
shift in investor perception, driven by vis-
ible and credible progress, he said adding 
that the macro stabilization has taken 
hold as inflation has declined, fiscal disci-
pline has strengthened, external balanc-
es have improved, and FX markets have 
stabilized. The reforms are measurable and 
underway such as tax modernization, ener-
gy sector restructuring, SOE reforms, reg-
ulatory simplification and digitization are 

moving decisively from intent to delivery, 
he said adding that the external validation 
is strengthening: IMF program discipline, 
multilateral re-engagement, and improv-
ing buffers are reinforcing credibility. The 
valuations remain compelling: Pakistan’s 
economy and markets remain underval-
ued, offering asymmetric upside as reforms 
deepen and confidence compounds.
He said that the the scale and quality of 
engagement, particularly from institutions 
that are highly selective and typically en-
gage only when reform credibility is evi-
dent, makes this roadshow a breakthrough 
moment in Pakistan’s investor outreach, 
adding that it signals that Pakistan is firm-
ly back on the radar of the world’s most 
serious allocators, with growing convic-
tion in a reform-led recovery and medi-
um-term growth potential.— Agencies 
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Ahsan chairs mid-year review 
meeting of annual plan 

ISLAMABAD:  Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special Initiatives 
Professor Ahsan Iqbal on Thursday 
chair the mid-year review meeting 
of the Annual Plan 2025–26, setting 
a new tradition to strengthen plan-
ning, monitoring, and implementation 
mechanisms “Traditionally, this pro-
cess was conducted on an annual ba-
sis; however, to make it more effective 
and results-oriented, it has now been 
decided that the Annual Development 
Plan will be reviewed on a quarterly 
basis to ensure timely achievement 
of national objectives,’ he said while 
addressing the meeting. The meet-
ing was attended by Secretaries of 
all Ministries and Divisions, senior 
officials, members of the Planning 
Commission, and relevant stakehold-
ers including Provincial government 
representatives. The minister empha-
sized that governance was not merely 
about performance delivery, but about 
building institutional capacity to not 
only achieve defined targets but also 
to continuously improve future goals. 
He said the Annual Development 
Plan served as a guiding framework 
for the entire economy and provides 
a clear pathway toward achieving the 
country’s five-year development objec-

tives. Highlighting the government’s 
long-term vision, Ahsan Iqbal stated 
that under the “URAAN Pakistan” in-
itiative, the national target has been 
set to transform Pakistan into a ‘one 
trillion-dollar economy by 2035. He 
added that regular review meetings 
would be held to monitor progress 
on these goals and ensure effective 
implementation. The minister further 
noted that following the 18th Consti-
tutional Amendment, most social and 
economic sectors fall under provincial 
jurisdiction; therefore, close coordi-
nation between the federation and 
provinces is essential for achieving 
national economic targets. He identi-
fied agriculture, services, Information 
Technology and particularly the social 
sector as key drivers of economic per-
formance, stressing that sustainable 
economic growth is not possible with-
out improving productivity in these 
sectors. He informed the participants 
that a series of review meetings would 
follow, focusing on detailed analysis 
of economic indicators. Ministries 
would not only present progress 
against assigned targets but would 
also propose corrective measures 
to address implementation gaps and 
bottlenecks. These quarterly reviews, 

he said, would significantly enhance 
efficiency, accountability, and deliv-
ery. Ahsan Iqbal also stated that the 
targets of the current five-year plans 
have been aligned with the URAAN 
Pakistan framework. The review pro-
cess will assess which targets have 
been achieved within timelines and 
which require additional effort. Based 
on these assessments, strategies will 
be further refined, and a comprehen-
sive performance-based report of min-
istries will be submitted to the Prime 
Minister. During the meeting, Chief 
Economist Dr. Imtiaz Ahmad briefed 
participants on key economic and de-
velopment progress and challenges 
during the first half-year review of the 
Annual Plan 2025–26. He highlighted 
the severe socio-economic impact of 
recent floods, which affected approxi-
mately 6.5 million people and resulted 
in over one thousand fatalities. The 
floods damaged nearly 3.3 million 
acres of cropped land, led to significant 
livestock losses, and caused extensive 
destruction to infrastructure including 
roads, bridges, public buildings, educa-
tional institutions, and health facilities. 
Preliminary estimates place total eco-
nomic losses at approximately Rs. 822 
billion.—DNA

‘Unprecedented 
catastrophe’ unfolding 

in Gaza despite 
ceasefire:UN envoy 

NEW YORK CITY: Palestine’s ambassador to the UN, Riyad 
Mansour, said on Wednesday that the core principles upon 
which the UN was founded are under grave threat in the oc-
cupied Palestinian territories He said that although thousands 
of lives had been saved by the ceasefire agreement in Octo-
ber, at least 500 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since 
then amid Israel’s continuing obstruction of humanitarian aid 
efforts, which is worsening what he described as the unprec-
edented humanitarian catastrophe in the territory. Speaking 
at a packed, high-level meeting of the UN Security Council, 
Mansour warned that if the right to self-determination, the 
prohibition of the acquisition of territory by force, and respect 
for international law are abandoned in relation to events in 
Palestine, it would endanger those principles worldwide. 
“Asserting them there (in Palestinian territories) is uphold-
ing them everywhere; abandoning them there is jeopardizing 
them everywhere,” he told council members. He welcomed 
the ceasefire deal agreed last year under a US-backed plan, 
praising the role of President Donald Trump’s administration 
and other international mediators, and said Palestinians have sup-
ported the truce in good faith despite repeated breaches by Isra-
el. While he acknowledged that thousands of lives had been saved 
through the resumption of humanitarian aid, and welcomed the 
release of all Israeli hostages and prisoners.—APP

Practical steps needed 
for Kinnow sector: 

SCCI president
SARGODHA: Sargodha Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(SCCI) President Khawaja Yasir Qayyum has stressed effec-
tive and practical government-level measures to address the 
issues faced by kinnow growers, exporters, and factory own-
ers. He expressed these views while addressing a webinar ti-
tled “From Orchard to Market: Best Practices in Post-Harvest 
Management of Citrus”, organized by the Pakistan Horticul-
ture Development and Export Company (PHDEC) on Thurs-
day. SCCI President said that increasing kinnow production 
and exports would not only benefit farmers but also significantly 
strengthen the national economy. He noted that although the 
government is taking steps to enhance kinnow production, boost 
exports, and resolve growers’ issues, there is a strong need for 
effective implementation of these policies at the grassroots lev-
el so that growers, factory owners, and exporters can benefit 
equally. On the occasion, Malik Abdul Rehman, expert from the 
Citrus Research Institute (CRI), Sargodha, delivered a detailed 
presentation highlighting modern and effective practices related 
to harvesting at optimum maturity, proper picking methods, field 
handling, grading, packaging, storage, and cold chain manage-
ment. He warned that even minor negligence during post-harvest 
stages could lead to substantial financial losses PHDEC Consult-
ant Agro Dr. Azeem also addressed the webinar, sharing insights 
on geometric planting design and modern high-density planting 
techniques. He explained that adopting these methods can sig-
nificantly increase per-acre yield and shared his personal success 
stories related to high-density planting. At the conclusion of the 
session, SCCI President Khawaja Yasir Qayyum paid tribute to 
PHDEC for successfully organizing the webinar and stressed that 
close coordination among growers, factory owners, exporters, 
and government institutions is essential to strengthen the citrus 
value chain.—DNA

Dubai: First Lady Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari, MNA, visited the Museum of the Future in Dubai 
on the invitation of the Government of the United Arab Emirates.
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Petrol price ‘likely 
to drop’, diesel rate 
to go up from Feb 1

Ministry of Finance to decide 
petroleum prices via consultation 

with PM Shehbaz Sharif
dna

ISLAMABAD: As part of the fortnightly fuel price announce-
ment, the government is likely to reduce the rates for pet-
rol from February 1, industry sources said on Thursday. 
Initial estimates indicate that, they added, petrol price will 
be slashed by Rs0.36 per litre, the sources said. Contrast-
ingly, the rate for high-speed diesel is likely to be hiked by 
Rs9.47 per litre along with an Rs3.69 per litre increase for 
kerosene oil. Meanwhile, the price of light diesel is expect-
ed to surge by Rs6.95 per litre. The Oil and Gas Regulatory 
Authority (Ogra) will submit its working on petroleum pric-
es to the Petroleum Division on January 30 (tomorrow), 
whereas the Ministry of Finance will decide the prices after 
consultation with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
In the previous review, the government, on January 15, 
had decided to keep the petrol price and high-speed die-
sel prices unchanged at Rs253.17 and Rs257.08 per litre, 
respectively, until end-January. The unchanged prices 
were due to the increase in petroleum levy (PL) on pet-
rol by Rs4.62 per litre and Re0.80 on high-speed diesel 
— which left consumers without any relief.
Petrol is mainly used by commuters in small vehicles, 
rickshaws and two-wheelers. Higher fuel prices signif-
icantly impact the budgets of middle and lower-middle 
class households, who rely on petrol for daily travel. On 
the other hand, a significant portion of the transport sec-
tor relies on high-speed diesel. Its price is considered in-
f lationary since it is predominantly used in heavy goods 
transport vehicles, trucks, buses, trains, and agricultural 
machinery such as tractors, tube wells, and threshers.
The consumption of high-speed diesel particularly contributes to 
the increased prices of vegetables and other food items.

DNA

Rawalpindi: Pakistan Navy took over the command of 
Combined Task Force-150 (CTF-150) for the 14th time during 
a change of command ceremony held at the Headquarters of 
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), Bahrain. Commodore 
Muhammad Yasir Tahir of Pakistan Navy assumed command 
from Commodore Fahad S. Al Joaid of the Royal Saudi Naval 
Forces (RSNF). While addressing the audience, the incoming 
Commander CTF-150 assured that his team is fully prepared to 
shoulder this prestigious responsibility and contribute towards 
maritime security and stability across the region. Commodore 
Muhammad Yasir Tahir also reaffirmed Pakistan Navy’s resolve 
to counter illicit maritime activities while ensuring the safety 

and security of vital sea lines of communication.
CTF-150 is one of the five task forces operating under 
the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF). Its mission is 
to deter and disrupt non-state actors engaged in the 
trafficking of weapons, narcotics, and other illicit goods 
across the Indian Ocean, Arabian Sea, and the Gulf of 
Oman. Successful anti-narcotics operations conducted 
by Pakistan Navy ships during the RSNF’s command 
of CTF-150 are a testament to Pakistan Navy’s resolve 
and commitment to regional peace and security through 
collaborative maritime efforts. The change of command 
ceremony was attended by the Ambassador of Pakistan 
to Bahrain, Commander Combined Maritime Force, 
Commander Royal Bahrain Naval Forces, and represent-
atives of several other navies operating under CMF.

Pak Navy takes over command
 of Combined Task Force-150

Briefs
Judicial 
inquiry 

ordered in 
plaza fire 

case
DNA

KARACHI: Sindh Senior 
Minister Sharjeel Inam 
Memon on Thursday an-
nounced that a judicial in-
quiry will be conducted into 
the Gul Plaza fire. “To fur-
ther probe this and to pro-
mote departmental trans-
parency, the sub-committee 
decided … a letter is being 
penned to the honourable 
Sindh High Court chief jus-
tice,” Memon told a press 
conference in Karachi.
He added that the SHC top 
judge will be requested to 
appoint a serving judge 
to “review everything and 
decide on it”. A cabinet 
sub-committee — chaired by 
Chief Minister Murad Ali 
Shah and including minis-
ters Memon, Nasir Hussain 
Shah, Saeed Ghani, and 
Ziaul Hassan Lanjar — re-
viewed a report submitted 
by a two-member team.
“The meeting with the chief 
minister went on for four to 
five hours and important de-
cisions were made in light of 
the commissioner and addi-
tional IG’s report,” Memon 
noted. Providing details 
of January 17, when the 
blaze erupted, Memon said 
there were between 2,000 
and 2,500 people present 
in the building, including 
workers and visitors.

10-month-old 
infant’s body 

recovered 
from Lahore 

manhole
CM Maryam Nawaz 

Sharif grieved

DNA
LAHORE: The rescuers on 
Thursday found the body of 
10-month-old Rida Fatima, 
who, along with her mother 
Sadia, fell into a manhole 
near Bhati Gate in Lahore.
The child’s body was recov-
ered — after nearly 17 hours 
— from a sewer line on Outfall 
Road, said the Rescue 1122. 
The development comes af-
ter DIG Operations Faisal 
Kamran said that the moth-
er’s body was found from the 
sewerage line at Outfall Road, 
three kilometres from the 
said manhole, adding the flow 
of sewage was so intense that 
it took the body away.
The DIG said that a 
high-level committee has 
been formed to probe the 
incident, adding that the 
probing body will soon sub-
mit its findings. Expressing 
grief over the unfortunate 
incident, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz has or-
dered strict action against 
“negligence and careless-
ness” of the administration.
The CM, on her way back 
from Bakhar, convened an 
emergency meeting at the 
airport and ordered imme-
diate submission of an im-
partial fact-finding report 
over the incident.

PSX sheds 
over 6,000 

points
T he Pakistan Stock Ex-

change’s (PSX) bench-
mark KSE-100 Index set-
tled at 182,338.12 points, 
down 6,042.26 points, or 
3.21%, from 188,380.38. 
The index touched a high 
of 188,923.39, up 543.01 
points, or 0.29%, before fall-
ing to a low of 181,961.14, 
down 6,419.24 points, or 
-3.41%, for the session.
“The market was jittering ow-
ing to potential Iran and US 
conflict and tensions heating 
up seriously,” said AAH Soom-
ro, an independent investment 
and economic analyst. He 
added: “A lesser-than-expected 
earnings result in FFC [Fauji 
Fertiliser Company] led to the 
stock hit lower lock and the 
market erased 3,500 points 
in a go.” “A good and timely 
correction as earnings season 
isn’t exciting and a good con-
solidation point,” he added. 
Adding to the uncertainty, 
US President Donald Trump 
warned Iran that time was 
running out to avert Ameri-
can military action, citing a 
naval strike group in region-
al waters and urging talks 
over Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, further stoking re-
gional risk premiums. – APP

Displacement of Tirah 
population: A saga of Ill-
preparation by KP govt

PESHAWAR: As cold weather tightened its grip on the snow-clad peaks of Tirah Valley, 
thousands of families began a familiar yet painful journey downward carrying children, 
elderly relatives, and whatever belongings they could manage to avoid biting chill after it 
recently received heavy snowfall. For poor tribesmen of Maidan, Bagh and Rajgal valleys 
of Tirah consisting of Khyber and Orakzai tribal districts, seasonal migration is not new 
phenomena. What made this winter different for these populations was not only the heavy 
snowfall, but absence of timely KP Govt support too that added to their miseries.
Nestled in the rugged Koh-e-Sufaid range near Pak-Afghan border, Tirah Valley becomes 
nearly inaccessible during harsh winters. Over the years, residents have learned to move 
early, often voluntarily, to safer and warmer places such as Bara, Peshawar, Hangu and 
surrounding areas. The current month was no exception as heavy snowfall blanketed these 
valleys mostly inhabited by Afridis, and Akakhel tribes whom began migrating towards 
Bara tehsil of Khyber and Peshawar, hoping to find shelter, assistance and relief.
But many found themselves stranded on icy roads and in makeshift camps, exposed to 
freezing temperatures, waiting for much needed help. What has angered residents of Ti-
rah and opposition leaders alike is that this displacement was not sudden or unforeseen 
but the situation deteriorated due to the lackluster approach of KP Govt. On October 28 
last, the Deputy Commissioner of Khyber had formally informed the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government of an imminent voluntary displacement from Tirah’s snow-bound valleys and 
requested advance arrangements for transportation, food supplies, cash assistance, and 
establishment of transit and registration points. The letter clearly stated that migration 
would take place with the consent of local communities and recommendations of a repre-
sentative jirga, keeping in view seasonal realities and administrative preparedness. Howev-
er, despite these early warnings, little was done on the ground. – DNA

Rwanda keen to strengthen ties 
with Pakistan, says minister

Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan, also addressed the gathering and echoed 
similar sentiments, expressing enthusiasm for enhanced economic cooperation between the two nations

DNA

Rwanda Keen to Strengthen Bilateral Ties 
with Pakistan Through Coffee Trade Islamabad, 
January 29, 2026 – Rwanda’s Minister of Trade 
and Industry, Prudence Sebahizi, emphasized 
his country’s strong interest in expanding re-
lations with Pakistan during his address at the 
inauguration of the first-ever Rwanda Coffee 
Festival in Islamabad today. The two-day event, 
held at the Mövenpick Hotel, featured various 
stalls showcasing premium brands of Rwandan 
coffee, allowing attendees—including importers, 
roasters, business leaders, and government of-
ficials—to sample and explore the East African 
nation’s renowned specialty brews. Organized by 

the High Commission of the Republic of Rwanda 
in Pakistan in collaboration with Rwanda’s Na-
tional Agricultural Export Development Board 
(NAEB), the festival aims to introduce Rwanda’s 
high-quality coffee to the Pakistani market and 
foster direct business partnerships.
In his speech, Minister Sebahizi highlighted Rwan-
da’s global reputation as a leading coffee exporter, 
drawing a parallel to Pakistan’s prominence in rice 
production. “Rwanda is famous for its exceptional 
coffee exports, just as Pakistan is celebrated world-
wide for its quality rice,” he stated. “In Rwanda, Pa-
kistan is well-known as a producer of premium rice.
 Likewise, we aspire for Rwanda to become rec-
ognized in Pakistan—and beyond—as a source of 
top-tier coffee exports.”The minister described 
his recent meetings with Pakistani government 

officials as highly fruitful, expressing optimism 
about future collaborations. He noted that these 
interactions have laid a solid foundation for deep-
er trade, investment, and bilateral engagement.
Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam 
Kamal Khan, also addressed the gathering and 
echoed similar sentiments, expressing enthu-
siasm for enhanced economic cooperation be-
tween the two nations. He underscored the mu-
tual benefits of diversifying trade partnerships, 
noting Pakistan’s interest in importing high-qual-
ity specialty coffees while highlighting opportu-
nities for Rwandan businesses to explore Paki-
stan’s robust rice and other agricultural exports. 
Minister Khan praised the initiative as a practical 
step toward building stronger commercial links and 
pledged continued support from his ministry to fa-

cilitate smoother market access and joint ventures.
Rwanda’s coffee sector supports hundreds of 
thousands of smallholder farmers and has seen 
export growth in recent years, with the country 
eager to diversify markets like Pakistan, which 
already imports Rwandan tea and shows growing 
interest in coffee and other products.
This initiative aligns with ongoing efforts to 
boost Rwanda-Pakistan ties, including discus-
sions on trade agreements and mutual market 
access. The festival includes panel discussions 
on coffee industry opportunities, B2B meet-
ings, and networking sessions to connect ex-
porters and importers directly. Both ministers 
concluded by looking forward to more interac-
tions, stating that enhanced cooperation would 
deliver economic benefits to both nations.
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No survivors 
found in Colombia 

plane crash  
with 15 aboard
Aircraft, carrying 13 

passengers and two crew 
members, took off from 
border city of Cucuta

dna
BOGOTA: Colombian authorities on Wednesday 
located a missing plane carrying 15 people in the 
northeast of the country, with no survivors found, an 
Air Force source and local media said. The aircraft 
carrying one lawmaker among the passengers, went 
missing near Colombia’s troubled border with Vene-
zuela on Wednesday, state airline Satena and aero-
space authorities said. The aircraft, carrying 13 pas-
sengers and two crew members, took off from the 
border city of Cucuta and lost contact with control 
towers shortly before it was due to land in nearby 
Ocaaa. The area is mountainous with highly change-
able weather and swathes are controlled by Colom-
bia’s largest guerrilla group, the National Liberation 
Army, better known by its Spanish acronym ELN.
It was scheduled to land around 12:05 pm, the air-
line said in a statement. Security and search proto-
cols have been activated, according to the air au-
thority. One lawmaker and one legislative candidate 
are feared to have been aboard. “We have received 
with concern the information about the air accident 
… where my colleague Diogenes Quintero, Carlos 
Salcedo and their teams were travelling,” local 
parliamentarian Wilmer Carrillo said. Quintero is 
a member of Colombia’s chamber of deputies and 
Salcedo is a candidate for the upcoming elections. 
“We call for calm and await the official statement 
from the competent authorities,” Carrillo said. The 
aircraft is a Beechcraft 1900 twin-propeller plane, 
operated by private charter firm SEARCA.


