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Relief in power tarrif

PM unfurls

incentives
for industry

Prime Minister Shehbaz emphasized that future
FDI would be encouraged only in export-led
projects, which would help generate foreign

exchange and strengthen the country’s reserves

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
announced major relief measures for industry, including
a reduction in electricity tariff by Rs4.04 per unit and
a Rs 9 cut in wheeling charges to enhance competitive-
ness. Further he also announced to reduce the refinance

PM resolves to
further cement ties
with Azerbaijan

scheme for the exporters from 7.55% to 4.5%.
Addressing the award ceremony of top exporters for the

year 2024-25, the prime minister said that Pakistan’s
economic revival and long-term stability depend on ex-
port-led growth and foreign direct investment (FDI) in
export-oriented projects, stressing that the business
community must play a central role in driving sustainable
development. He said stabilization alone was not enough
and the country must now transition towards growth that
is sustainable, competitive, and export-driven. “There is
no other way forward. Export-led growth is the only solu-
tion for Pakistan’s economic future,” he said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz emphasized that future FDI would
be encouraged only in exportled projects, which would
help generate foreign exchange and strengthen the coun-
try’s reserves. “This is a win-win strategy. It boosts ex-
ports and attracts investment at the same time,” he added.

Continued on Page 06

China lifts
curbs on six

British MPs

DNA

LONDON: Prime Minister
Sir Keir Starmer has said
China has lifted “all re-
strictions” on six current
members of the British
Parliament, after talks with
President Xi Jinping. Speak-
ing to the BBC in Shang-
hai, Sir Keir said a travel
ban and other sanctions
“no longer apply” to those
parliamentarians, which
includes four Conservative
MPs and two peers in the
House of Lords. The PM
said the outcome “vindicat-
ed” his approach, suggest-
ing his visit to China had
“provided the opportunity
for a leader-to-leader discus-
sion on sensitive issues”.
But in a statement, the
MPs and peers targeted
said they did not want to be
“used as a bargaining chip”
and would rather remain
sanctioned. Sir Keir’s three-
day trip to China - the first
by a British prime minister
since 2018 - is an attempt
to thaw relations with the
country, which is the sec-
ond-biggest economy in the
world behind the US.

The prime minister said the
UK’s relationship with China
was in a “good, strong place”
following his talks with Xi at
the Great Hall of the People
in Beijing on Thursday. But
there is disquiet among crit-
ics of China who argue the
country has a poor record
on human rights and poses
a threat to the UK’s nation-
al security. The Conserva-
tives have accused Sir Keir
of “kowtowing” to China.
Sir Keir said he knew the
sanctions on MPs and peers
were “a cause of concern,
which is why I did raise it”.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on
Saturday on account
of weekly off therefore
there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

- Editor /

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Representative of the President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan on Special Assignments,
H.E. Mr. Khalaf Khalafov, called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, at the Prime Minister
House. Welcoming the Azerbaijani dignitary, the
Prime Minister recalled the warm fraternal bonds be-
tween Pakistan and Azerbaijan and reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s resolve to further strengthen bilateral relations
with Azerbaijan, in all areas of mutual interest. He
conveyed his warm greetings for H.E. President [lham
Aliyev, and praised him for his wise and sagacious
leadership that had raised Azerbaijan’s global profile.
He fondly recalled his numerous important meetings
with President Aliyev, including at the Victory Pa-
rade in Baku last November. While noting that both

Continued on Page 06

Imran underwent
eye surgery at PIMS,
claims PTI leader

PTI announces plan to remain gathered outside
SC; leaders seek meeting with chief justice

MEHTAB PIrRZADA

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Secretary General Salman Akram Raja
claimed that the party’s jailed founder, Imran
Khan, underwent eye surgery at Pakistan In-
stitute of Medical Sciences (Pims), accusing
the government of concealing details of his
medical condition for several days.

Speaking to the media outside the Su-
preme Court, Raja said government circles
continued to “mislead the public” about
the PTI founder’s health for five days, add-
ing that he was not being provided basic
human rights despite being in custody.

His remarks came a day after Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar
confirmed that the PTI founder was briefly
taken to the Pims, where eye specialists had
examined him. A large number of PTI lead-
ers, including Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi, and party lawmakers
gathered outside the Supreme Court after

Continued on Page 06

KP CM Afridi
camps outside
Supreme Court

FAISAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail Afridi on Friday
camped outside the Supreme Court
in an effort to facilitate a meeting be-
tween incarcerated PTI founder Imran
Khan and his personal physicians.

“The whole nation is concerned about
the health of the country’s most pop-
ular leader, Imran Khan,” said Afridi
while speaking outside the apex court,
adding that he would try to arrange a
meeting between the PTI founder and
his personal physicians with the help
of the chief justice. The KP chief exec-
utive said the party would announce

Continued on Page 06
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on Special Assignments, H.E. Mr. Khalaf Khalafov, called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, at the Prime Minister House. — DNA

41 India-backed
terrorists killed in

Balochistan: ISPR

Security forces conduct two intel-based operations;
recover large cache of ammunition and explosives

[ran prepared
for fair
talks: FM

DNA

TEHRAN: Iran is prepared
for the resumption of talks
with the United States,
but they should be fair and
not include Iran’s defence
capabilities, Iran’s chief
diplomat said on Friday, as
regional powers work to
prevent military conflict be-
tween the two foes.

US  President Donald
Trump said on Thursday
he planned to speak with
Iran, even as the US sent
another warship to the
Middle East and the Penta-
gon chief said the military
would be ready to carry out
whatever the president de-
cided. One of the main de-
mands by the US to resume
talks with Iran is curbing
its missile programme,
a senior Iranian official
told Reuters last week.
Iran rejects that demand.

Continued on Page 06

Pak Notifies
revised
control lists

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
notified and updated the
National Control List of
items requiring an export
license from the Strategic
Export Control Division.

This has been done un-
der the Export Control on
Goods, Technologies, Mate-
rial and Equipment related
to Nuclear and Biological
Weapons and their Delivery
Systems Act, 2004. The
latest update ensures con-
tinuous harmonisation with
the control lists maintained
by the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, the Missile Technol-
ogy Control Regime, and
the Australia Group. The
revision is part of Strategic

Continued on Page 06
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RAWALPINDI: As many as 41 Indian-backed
militants were killed in two separate oper-
ations in Balochistan, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said on Friday, as
the army vowed to crush the menace of ter-
rorism. In a statement, the military’s media
wing said that the terrorists — belonging to
Indian proxy, Fitna al-Khwarij and Fitna
al-Hindustan — were killed on January 29
during intelligence-based operations (IBO).
Providing details, the ISPR said that one
IBO was conducted on the outskirts of
Harnai District on the reported presence
of Fitna al-Khwarij. During the conduct of
the operation, the security forces effectively
engaged the hideout, and after an intense
fire exchange, 30 Indian sponsored Khwar-
ij “were sent to hell”. The military’s media
wing added that a large cache of ammunition
and explosives was also recovered from the
killed terrorists and destroyed on the spot.

Continued on Page 06

Turkish

President, PM
laud security
forces

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zard-
ari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday paid tribute to the security
forces for carrying out successful oper-
ations in Balochistan and Bannu city
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa against for-
eign-sponsored terrorists. In their sepa-
rately issued statements, the president
and the prime minister said that the
effective actions against the terrorists
manifested the state’s unshakeable re-
solve against the terrorists backed by Fit-
natul Hindustan and Fitna al Khawarij.

Continued on Page 06

Chief of

General staff meets CDF

DNA

RAWALPINDI: General Selcuk Bayraktar-
oglu, Chief of the Turkish General Staff,
called on Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), HJ, COAS e ..J.,- ' E:
& CDF, at Gener- :

al Headquarters
(GHQ) today.
Upon his arrival at
the General Head-
quarters, he was
presented  with
the guard of hon- & &=
our by a smartly &
turned contingent
of the Pakistan
Armed Forces.
During the meet-

ing, besides dilating upon matters of
mutual interest, prevailing regional and
global security landscape, and prospects
for strengthening bilateral defence and

Continued on Page 06

Trump warns Britain on China ties as Starmer hails progress

Trump says ‘hopefully’ no need
for military action against Iran

CENTRELINE REPORT

WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump said it was dangerous for Britain to be
getting into business with Beijing, as Prime
Minister Keir Starmer lauded the econom-
ic benefits of resetting relations with China
during a visit there on Friday. As Western
leaders reel from Trump’s unpredictability,
Starmer is the latest to head to China.

In three-hour talks with President Xi
Jinping on Thursday, the British leader
called for a “more sophisticated relation-
ship” with improved market access, low-
er tariffs and investment deals while also
discussing soccer and Shakespeare. In
Washington, however, replying to ques-
tions about the closer ties, Trump said:
“Well, it’s very dangerous for them to
do that.” He was speaking to reporters
ahead of the premiere of the film “Mel-
ania” at the Kennedy Centre.

He did not elaborate. Trump, who plans
to travel to China in April, threatened last
week to impose tariffs on Canada after
Prime Minister Mark Carney struck eco-
nomic deals with Beijing on a recent visit.
Britains Prime Minister Keir Starmer
speaks during the UK-China Business
Forum at the headquarters of the Bank
of China (BOC) in Beijing, China, Janu-

“We have a group headed out
to a place called Iran, and
hopefully we won’t have to
use it,” says US president

NEews DESK

PARIS: US President Donald Trump said on Thursday
he hoped to avoid military action against Iran, which has
threatened to strike American bases and aircraft carri-
ers in response to any attack. Trump said he is speak-
ing with Iran and left open the possibility of avoiding a
military operation after earlier warning that time was
“running out” for Tehran as the United States sends a
large naval fleet to the region. When asked if he would
have talks with Iran, Trump told reporters: “I have had,
and I am planning on it.” “We have a group headed out
to a place called Iran, and hopefully we won’t have to use
it,” the US president added, while speaking to media at
the premiere of a documentary about his wife, Melania.
As Brussels and Washington dialled up their rhetoric and
Iran issued stark threats this week, UN chief Antonio
Guterres has called for nuclear negotiations to “avoid a

crisis that could have devastating consequences in the
region”. An Iranian military spokesman warned Tehran’s
response to any US action would not be limited — as it was
in June last year when American planes and missiles brief-
ly joined Israel’s short air war against Iran — but would be
a decisive response “delivered instantly”.

Brigadier General Mohammad Akraminia told state tel-

evision that US aircraft carriers have “serious vulnera-
bilities” and that numerous American bases in the Gulf

region are “within the range of our medium-range mis-
siles”. “If such a miscalculation is made by the Ameri-
cans, it will certainly not unfold the way Trump imagines
— carrying out a quick operation and then, two hours
later, tweeting that the operation is over,” he said. Ira-
nian officials have blamed the recent protest wave on
the two countries, claiming their agents spurred “riots”
and a “terrorist operation” that hijacked peaceful rallies
sparked over economic grievances. Iranian authorities
acknowledge that thousands were killed during the pro-
tests, giving a toll of more than 3,000 deaths, but say
the majority were members of the security forces or
bystanders killed by “rioters”. Billboards and banners
have gone up in the capital, Tehran to bolster the au-
thorities’ messages. One massive poster appears to
show an American aircraft carrier being destroyed.

ary 30, 2026. Britain’s Prime Minister
Keir Starmer speaks during the UK-Chi-
na Business Forum at the headquarters
of the Bank of China (BOC) in Beijing,
China, January 30, 2026.

While a Downing Street spokesperson and
China’s foreign ministry did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for comment,
British trade department minister Chris
Bryant said Trump was “wrong” to say
what the UK was doing was dangerous.
“Of course, we enter into our relationship
with China with our eyes wide open,” he
told the BBC on Friday. Around the time of
Trump’s comments, Starmer told a meet-
ing of the UK-China Business Forum in
the Chinese capital that his “very warm”
meetings with Xi had provided “real pro-
gress”. Starmer hailed deals on visa-free
travel and lower whisky tariffs as “really
important access, symbolic of what we’re
doing with the relationship”. “That is the
way that we build the mutual trust and re-
spect that is so important,” Starmer said.
Before heading for the financial hub
of Shanghai, he met Chinese business
leaders, such as Yin Tongyue, chief ex-
ecutive of carmaker Chery, which plans
to open a research and development
centre for its commercial vehicle arm
in the English city of Liverpool, a city
official said during Starmer’s visit.
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Pak-China friendship

strengthens with
time, global changes

Muzammil Aslam said the development of Special Economic Zones
is opening new avenues for investment, industrial growth, and em-
ployment, adding that China has always treated Pakistan as an equal
partner, which is why China enjoys widespread respect and goodwill
among the Pakistani people

PESHAWAR: Adviser to the Chief
Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
on Finance Muzammil Aslam, on
Friday said that the friendship be-
tween Pakistan and China is one
of the rare relationships in the
world that has continued to grow
stronger with time, changing cir-
cumstances, and global transfor-
mations Addressing a ceremony or-
ganized by China Window to mark
the 75th anniversary of Pakistan—
China friendship and the Chinese
Spring Festival, Muzammil Aslam
said the bilateral relationship is
not limited to diplomacy or eco-
nomics but is a living bond rooted
in trust, mutual respect, brother-
hood, and cooperation. He said
Pakistan’s decision to recognize
the People’s Republic of China in
1951 has, 75 years later, proven
to be a farsighted and principled
move, resulting in a strong and
sustainable partnership.He added
that the China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) is the flagship
project of Pak-China friendship,
which has played a key role in
transforming Pakistan’s econo-
my. Energy projects under CPEC

have helped ease the electricity
crisis, road infrastructure has im-
proved connectivity from north
to south, and Gwadar Port has
enhanced Pakistan’s importance
on the regional and global trade
map. Muzammil Aslam said the
development of Special Economic
Zones is opening new avenues for
investment, industrial growth, and
employment, adding that China
has always treated Pakistan as an
equal partner, which is why Chi-
na enjoys widespread respect and
goodwill among the Pakistani peo-
ple. Former governors Haji Ghu-
lam Ali and Igbal Zafar Jhagra also
addressed the gathering. Haji Ghu-
lam Ali said China has consistently
stood by Pakistan during difficult
times, including wars, natural
disasters, and periods of interna-
tional pressure. He described Pa-
kistan-China relations as a “strong
fortress” built on mutual trust and
praised China Window for promot-
ing bilateral friendship.

Igbal Zafar Jhagra said the strength
of Pakistan—China ties lies in trust
rather than transactional interests.
He termed CPEC a game changer

for Pakistan and the region, con-
tributing significantly to energy,
infrastructure, and industrial de-
velopment, and lauded China Win-
dow for enhancing people-to-peo-
ple contacts.

Commissioner Dera Ismail Khan
Dawood Khan emphasized the
need to pass Pakistan-China
friendship on to the younger gen-
eration through education, culture,
and media, noting that institutions
like China Window are playing an
important role at the grassroots
level.

The ceremony was attended by
former governors, senior officials,
academics, religious leaders, mem-
bers of the business community,
journalists, students, and citizens
from various walks of life.

A cake was cut to mark the 75th
anniversary of Pakistan-China
friendship, and shields were dis-
tributed among participants.
China Window Administrator Am-
jad Aziz Malik earlier welcomed
the guests and said the event aimed
to convey a message of peace and
goodwill from Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa to the people of China.

ANF arrests

nine, seizes

over 17 kg of
narcotics

RAWALPINDI:The  An-
ti-Narcotics Force (ANF)
has arrested nine people,
including three women,
and recovered 17.39 kilo-
grams of drugs worth
more than Rs 2.2 mil-
lion in eight operations
conducted around edu-
cational institutions and
across major cities, an
ANF spokesperson said

on Friday.
In operations near cam-
puses, ANF recovered

2.2 kg of hashish from
a suspect near Jammu
Road in Sialkot and 400
grams of hashish from an-
other accused near a uni-
versity on Hattar Road
in Haripur. The arrested
suspects confessed to
supplying drugs to stu-
dents, the spokesperson
said.

Elsewhere, 1.08 kg of ice
was seized from the bag
of a passenger bound for
Qatar at Allama Igbal In-
ternational Airport, La-
hore, while 880 grams of
ice was recovered from
clothing concealed in a
parcel destined for New
Zealand at the Jinnah In-
ternational Airport car-
go shed. The ANF also
recovered 30 grams of
marijuana from a parcel
arriving from the United
States at a courier office
in Chaklala Garrison,
Rawalpindi, arresting the
accused. In separate ac-
tions, 6 kg of hashish was
seized from two women
and a man near Fateh
Chowk in Hyderabad; 3.6
kg of hashish from a sus-
pect near a bus terminal
in Rawalpindi; and 3.2 kg
of ice from the bag of a
female suspect near the
Islamabad Motorway Toll
Plaza. Cases have been
registered under the Con-
trol of Narcotic Substanc-
es Act, 1997, and investi-
gations are underway, the
spokesperson said._APP

Series of cultural
awareness events on
Kashmir Solidarity Day

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan National Council of
the Arts (PNCA), in col-
laboration with the Minis-
try of Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit-Baltistan and States
and Frontier Regions, is
set to organize a series of
thoughtfully curated cul-
tural and artistic events in
connection with Kashmir
Solidarity Day, observed on
February 05.

The initiative reflects the
state’s continued commit-
ment to expressing un-
wavering solidarity with
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir and to highlight-
ing their just struggle, re-
silience, cultural richness,
and historical narrative
through creative and intel-
lectual platforms.

As part of the commemora-
tive activities, a Photogra-
phy Exhibition will be held

on February 04 and 05 at
the Pakistan National Coun-
cil of the Arts The exhibi-
tion will feature compelling
visual documentation por-
traying the social, cultural,
and human dimensions of
Kashmir. In parallel, a docu-
mentary on Kashmir will be
screened during the same
dates at the PNCA main
lobby, providing an inform-
ative and reflective audio-
visual account of the region
and its enduring realities.
On February 05, a range
of live performances will
be presented at the PNCA
Auditorium. These include
a special puppet show de-
signed to convey the mes-
sage of peace, awareness,
and solidarity through an
engaging and symbolic me-
dium. This will be followed
by a stage play titled “Laho
Rang-e-Kashmir”, depicting

the emotional, cultural,
and historical essence of
Kashmir through theatrical
expression. Additionally, a
cultural performance will
be organized on February
05 in collaboration with the
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Cultural Academy at the
New PM House, Muzaf-
farabad. The performance
will showcase traditional
music and cultural expres-
sions from Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, further reinforc-
ing the shared cultural her-
itage and collective nation-
al resolve. Through this
comprehensive series of
events, PNCA aims to fos-
ter public awareness, en-
courage cultural dialogue,
and reaffirm Pakistan’s
principled stance on the
Kashmir issue using the
unifying language of arts
and culture.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister Khawaja Muhammad presenting souvenir to Chief of the General
Staff of the Turkish Armed Forces General Selcuk Bayraktaro lu.

Turkish
Defense
chief lauds
Pak'srolein
promoting
peace

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the
General Staff of the Turk-
ish Armed Forces General
Sel¢uk Bayraktaroglu called
on the Defence Minister Kha-
waja Muhammad Asif here
on Friday. During the meet-
ing, both sides reaffirmed
the deeprooted historical
and brotherly
relations between Pakistan
and Tirkiye, anchored in
shared history, faith, and
mutual respect, said a press
release. The Turkish Chief of
Defence Forces appreciated
Pakistan’s role in promoting
peace and stability in the re-
gion. The visiting dignitary
emphasized Tiirkiye’s desire
for lasting regional stability,
including peace in Afghan-
istan, and underscored the
importance of dialogue and
cooperation to avoid conflict
and promote collective secu-
rity. The Defence Minister
expressed sincere apprecia-
tion for the steadfast support
and principled stance of the
Turkish leadership and peo-
ple, particularly during chal-
lenging times. He reiterated
Pakistan’s approach of pursu-
ing peace and stability through
engagement, restraint, and
cooperation with  regional
partners. Both sides discussed
matters of mutual interest,
including enhanced defence
and security collaboration.
The meeting concluded with
a shared understanding to fur-
ther expand the Pakistan-Tiir-
kiye defence partnership, guid-
ed by strategic convergence
and a common aspiration for
lasting peace and stability in
the region.—APP

friendship

FTO upholds Customs
action in EFS export case

ISLAMABAD :The Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO) on Friday upheld the legality of customs proceedings in a
case involving exports under the Export Facilitation Scheme (EFS), ruling that no maladministration was com-
mitted by the customs authorities. A complaint relating to customs proceedings was examined under the FTO
Ordinance, 2000, concerning a request for rectification of an alleged clerical error under section 155R of the
Customs Act, 1969, said a news release. The matter pertained to exports made under the Export Facilitation
Scheme (EFS), in which it was claimed that certain export Goods Declarations were inadvertently filed under
the Commercial Exports category instead of the EFS tab. It was contended that this discrepancy occurred
due to a clerical mistake and that a formal application for correction was submitted to the concerned customs
authorities along with supporting documentary evidence. The record revealed that the case was duly referred
to the Revenue Division for comments in accordance with the law. In response, the customs authorities main-
tained that all actions, including cancellation of EFS authorization, issuance of show cause notice, audit, and
recovery proceedings, were undertaken strictly in accordance with applicable legal provisions and prescribed
procedures. It was further said that the issue did not fall within the definition of maladministration under
the Federal Tax Ombudsman Ordinance, 2000. Upon examination of the case record and submissions made
during the hearing, it was observed that a substantial number of export consignments were declared outside
the EFS regime. The discrepancy was found to involve a large volume of export declarations, resulting in the
wrongful availing of fiscal benefits. Based on the findings, it was concluded that no maladministration could be
attributed to the customs authorities, who acted in accordance with the law. The complaint was found to lack
merit, and a penalty was imposed under section 22(2) of the Federal Tax Ombudsman Ordinance, 2000, with
directions for its deposit within the stipulated time, failing which recovery proceedings may be initiated under
the Customs Act, 1969. The case was accordingly decided and consigned to record.—DNA

Unchecked population growth
major eco, social challenge: Murad

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah has termed
unchecked population growth one
of Pakistan’s most serious social
and economic challenges, stress-
ing the need for sustained, evi-
dence-based family planning poli-
cies to secure the country’s future.

He was addressing a programme,
“Wagfa — Tawazun Ke Liye”, organ-
ised by the Khalil-ur-Rahman Foun-
dation (MKRF) and Population
Council Pakistan to launch a social
and behavioural change campaign
on family planning, at the Hindu
Gymkhana, NAPA Auditorium, on
Friday. The programme was also
addressed by MPA Nida Khuhro,
Country Director Population Coun-
cil Pakistan Dr Zeba Sathar, UK
Deputy High Commissioner Lance
Domm, and MKRF Managing Di-

rector Shahrukh Hasan.

The chief minister recalled that
Pakistan underwent a historic turn-

million

ing point in 1971, when the coun-
try was divided. He said that at the
time, Pakistan’s population was
around 62 million, Bangladesh had
about 70 million people, and India’s
population was slightly below 550
Highlighting the demo-
graphic shift over the last 54 years,
CM Murad Ali Shah said that today
India’s population has reached 1.48
billion, Bangladesh stands at 177
million, while Pakistan’s population
has surged to 259 million.
explained that population growth
patterns reveal stark contrasts. “In-
dia’s population grew by 2.7 times,
Bangladesh’s by about two and a
half times, while Pakistan’s popula-
tion grew by 4.2 times,” he noted.
The CM further said that while
India and Bangladesh maintained
a population growth ratio close to
1.8 per cent, India still managed to
keep its growth rate 1.7 per cent
lower than Pakistan’s, underscor-

Shah

he said.

ing the effectiveness of long-term
population management policies.
The chief minister observed that
had Pakistan followed a population
growth trajectory similar to Bangla-
desh since 1971, the country’s popu-
lation today would have been around
155 million - nearly 100 million less
than its current size. “We must ask
ourselves what went wrong and why
we failed to acknowledge our mis-
takes in time,” he remarked.  Call-
ing population growth a deep-rooted
social issue with farreaching eco-
nomic consequences, the chief minis-
ter recalled that in the 1970s, public
awareness campaigns such as “Small
family, prosperous family” were reg-
ularly aired on television. “At that
time, there was only PTV, and we
grew up hearing these messages,”
However, he lamented
that during the martial law period,
population control lost priority and
family planning campaigns gradually

disappeared from public discourse.
“Other countries took timely meas-
ures, knowing population growth
would eventually become an eco-
nomic burden, but unfortunately, we
did not,” he added.
said that during General Zia-ul-Haq's
era, family planning was sidelined,
though discussions resumed after
the restoration of democratic gov-
ernments and NGOs began playing
their role. “Despite these efforts,
the impact was still far less than
what was required,” he observed.
Highlighting successful initiatives,
the chief minister credited Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto’s Lady
Health Workers Programme for
creating meaningful awareness by
taking family planning messages
door to door. “This programme has
benefitted communities immense-
ly, yet even today, when compared
with other countries, we remain
far behind,”

Murad Shah

he admitted.—APP

Survey of all manholes in
Rawalpindi Division ordered

RAWALPINDI Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Engineer
Aamir Khattak on Friday
directed teams at the Union
Council level to carry out a
thorough inspection of man-
holes in their respective
areas and submit detailed
reports within 24 hours.
“Based on these reports,
tasking will be undertaken
to ensure that no manhole
remains uncovered,” the
commissioner said while
presiding over a review
meeting on Performance
Monitoring Indicators here
at his office.

The meeting was attended
by Additional Commission-
er Coordination Xenia Hu-
mayun, Director General of
the Punjab Housing Author-

ity Ahmed Hassan Ranjha,
Managing Director WASA,
Director Health, Chief Of-
ficer Metropolitan Corpora-
tion Rawalpindi, and other
concerned officers, while
Deputy Commissioners of
Murree, Attock, Chakw-
al, and Jhelum joined via
video link. Commissioner
Khattak said manhole cov-
ers and cleanliness were
key performance indicators
under the Punjab Chief
Minister’s Performance
Monitoring framework due
to their direct impact on
public safety.

He urged the public to im-
mediately report any open
or damaged manholes to
the relevant administrative
office. He also instructed

that all complaints regard-
ing manhole covers and
cleanliness must be ad-
dressed promptly.

The commissioner stressed
that public safety must be
prioritised at project sites.
He directed that all ma-
chinery and ongoing work
areas be fully covered and
clearly marked with warn-
ing signboards to protect
passersby. The deputy
commissioners were also
instructed to ensure clean-
liness and administrative
measures in their districts
and to issue comprehensive
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) clearly defin-
ing responsibilities to en-
sure accountability in cases
of negligence.—APP

Efforts afoot to rehabilitate
inactive govt schools: Bugti

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti on Friday said that
rapid progress is being
made in the process of
rehabilitating inactive gov-
ernment schools in Ba-
lochistan.

He said that the provincial
government is bringing
about a historic change
in the education sector
through practical and con-
crete reforms.

In his special message on
social networking site X,
the Chief Minister said
that Gwadar district has
demonstrated outstanding
performance across the
province and has become
the first district in Ba-
lochistan where no govern-
ment school has remained
inactive. 313 government
primary, middle, high and

higher secondary schools
in Gwadar have become
fully functional which is a
clear proof of the success
of the provincial govern-
ment’s education policies.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that
the relevant authorities
of the Balochistan Edu-
cation Department have
confirmed in writing that
no government school is
closed in Gwadar district,
while a formal certificate
of the functioning of all
schools has also been is-
sued. He said that this
transparent procedure
has not only restored the
public’s confidence in the
education system but also
ensured merit and account-
ability. The Chief Minister
praised the performance
of the administration and
education officials of Gwa-

dar district and congratulat-
ed them and said that this
historic achievement was
possible due to hard work,
honesty and teamwork.

He hoped that other dis-
tricts would also complete
the process of rehabilitat-
ing inactive schools with
the same spirit and de-
termination. Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, while reiterating the
commitment made to the
people of Balochistan, said
that very soon no govern-
ment school would remain
closed in the entire prov-
ince and no child to be de-
prived of education.

He clarified that education
is the basis of Balochistan’s
bright future, social develop-
ment and sustainable stabili-
ty and the provincial govern-
ment could not compromise
on this sector.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JANUARY

Jan 01 { CUBA
Revolution Day

Jan 01 | Palestine
Falestine Revolution Day

Tan 01 / Sudan
Natiomal Day

lan 4 [ Myanmar
[ndependence Day

Jan 06 / Iraq
Armed Forces Day

Jan 12 { Tanzania
Armed Forces Day

Jan 14 | Uzbekistan
Armed Forces Day

Jan 15 / Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Jan 20/ Mali
Armed Forces Day
Jan 20/ Laos

Armed Forees Day

Tan 25 / Thailand
Armed Forces Day

Jan 26 [ Australia
National Day

Jan 26 [ India
Republic Day
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Largest Tourism, Family
today in capital: Sardar Ilyas

The prime minister’s coordinator said the festival would feature food, games, handicrafts and jewelry stalls,
while cultures of all four provinces, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir would be showcased

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister’s Coordina-
tor on Tourism, Sardar Yasir Ilyas Friday
largest-ever
Tourism, Sports and Family Festival will
commence on Saturday at the Pakistan
Sports Complex, Islamabad, marking a ma-
jor step toward reviving and mainstreaming
the country’s tourism sector after years of
neglect Addressing a press conference, Sar-
dar Yasir Ilyas said the mega festival would
open a new chapter for tourism in Pakistan
and would later be replicated in other prov-
inces. He termed the event a first-of-its-kind
initiative in the federal capital, designed as
a fully family-friendly festival with activi-
ties for children, youth and tourists from
all walks of life. He said the government
was introducing innovation in the tourism
sector, adding that youth-oriented training
courses were being launched to create
skilled human resources. “Pakistan is a
peaceful and hospitable country, and our
nation is globally known for its unmatched
tradition of hospitality,” he said. The prime
minister’s coordinator said the festival
would feature food, games, handicrafts

announced that Pakistan’s

and jewelry stalls, while cultures of all four
provinces, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir would be showcased. He
said the initiative was aligned with Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif’s vi-
sion to develop tourism as a full-fledged
industry, noting that Pakistan holds im-
mense untapped tourism potential. Pro-
viding details of adventure sports, he said
paragliding from the Margalla Hills, air
ballooning, power gliding, tent pegging,
cycling, and a marathon with a prize of
Rs 100,000 would be key attractions. Top
paragliders from across the country will
participate, flying from Margalla Hills
and landing at the Cricket Ground near
the Sports Complex. A dedicated area
has been designated for photography
and spectators. He said over 300 vintage
cars and classic motorcycles would be
displayed, along with rallies, while rock
climbing and zip-lining activities would
be arranged for youth and children. Paki-
stan’s leading mountaineers will also be
present to guide young participants and
promote adventure tourism in collabora-

tion with the Alpine Club and other part-
ners. Speaking on the occasion, Managing
Director Pakistan Tourism Development
Corporation (PTDC), Aftab ur Rehman
Rana, said PTDC had launched a national
tourism calendar under which more than
50 events would be organized across the
country. He said Islamabad was being
developed as a gateway city, with strong
potential for adventure, sports, medical,
recreational and cultural tourism, which
could significantly contribute to econom-
ic growth. He said the festival would host
stalls of PTDC and other departments,
women chambers, hotels, tour operators,
hospitality institutes and cultural groups
from different provinces and countries.
“This event is aimed at creating public
awareness about tourism, culture and
heritage, as tourism already contributes
around 5.6 percent to Pakistan’s GDP,”
he added. He said the government had
formulated a 10-year National Tourism
Strategy, setting a target to increase tour-
ism’s contribution to 10 percent of GDP,
generating jobs and boosting foreign ex-

Festival

change earnings. Diplomats will also be en-
gaged to project Pakistan’s positive image
internationally, while foreign participants
will be invited to future events such as the
Cholistan Rally. The organizers said strict
security arrangements and traffic manage-
ment plans had been finalized. The festival
is being organized jointly with the Ministry
of Inter-Provincial Coordination (IPC) and
other partners, and similar events will be
held in other cities and provinces in the
coming months. Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Inter-Provincial Coordination (IPC),
Amjad Ali Gill, said the festival reflects
strong inter-ministerial collaboration
aimed at reviving tourism and sports
across the country. He said the Ministry
of IPC is fully supporting the initiative to
promote healthy activities, youth engage-
ment and family recreation in a secure
environment. He added that comprehen-
sive security and traffic management
arrangements have been finalized, and
such events will be replicated in other
cities to ensure inclusive participation
from all provinces.—DNA
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PEC, CDA agree on collaboration
for engineering standards

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Engineer-
ing Council (PEC) and the Capital
Development Authority (CDA) have
agreed to collaborate on improving en-
gineering standards in mega develop-
ment projects, including Project Direc-
tor (PD) Certification and the training
of young engineers under the Graduate
Engineers Trainee (GET) Placement
Program. The understanding was
reached during a meeting between
PEC Chairman Engineer Waseem Na-
zir and CDA Chairman Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, focusing on joint measures
to enhance transparency, quality, and

efficiency in large-scale infrastruc-
ture projects. Under the agreement,
PEC and CDA will work together to
strengthen engineering practices in
ongoing and future mega projects.

The collaboration aims to ensure im-
proved compliance with professional
and technical standards, with empha-
sis on effective project management,
accountability, and quality assurance
throughout the project lifecycle. As
part of these initiatives, the Pakistan
Engineering Council is set to launch
a Project Director (PD) Certification
Program. Engineers working on CDA’s

mega projects will undergo PD certifi-
cation, with the first batch scheduled
to begin in March. The certification
program is aimed at improving trans-
parency, governance, and construction
quality by aligning engineering pro-
jects with international standards. The
meeting also reviewed progress on
employment and capacity-building op-
portunities for young engineers. Under
the CDA Graduate Engineers Trainee
(GET) Placement Program, 100 gradu-
ate engineers will be provided training
and practical exposure through partici-
pation in CDA’s mega projects. - APP

COMSTECH, UoMS
inaugurate free
medical camp, treats
over 1400 patients

ISLAMABAD: A two-day Free Medical Camp organized by
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s Standing Commit-
tee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation (OIC-COMS-
TECH), in collaboration with the University of Modern Scienc-
es (UoMS), Tando Muhammad Khan and other partners was
inaugurated on Friday at Civil Hospital, Chachro, Tharparkar
Gourmet Foods, District Administration, and District Health
Department, Government of Sindh also collaborate d in this
initiative. The medical camp was formally inaugurated by As-
sistant Commissioner Chachro Muhammad Usman Khasklali,
Chairman Town Committee Chachro Murtaza Bajeer, Taluka
Health Officer Dr. Mohan Dhanani, and Medical Superinten-
dent Dr. Lajpal. They were joined by Dr. Muhammad Igbal
Memon, Chancellor, University of Modern Sciences; Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Riaz Khan, Advisor to the Coordinator General
OIC-COMSTECH; and Muhammad Murtaza Noor, Focal Per-
son/Coordinator OIC-COMSTECH. Senior officials of Rescue
1122, media representatives, and other prominent local person-
alities were also present on the occasion. More than 40 mem-
bers, comprising senior doctors, paramedical staff, and senior
officials from OIC-COMSTECH and Indus Medical College and
Hospital, participated in the medical camp to ensure smooth
service delivery. During the first day of the camp, more than
1,400 patients were examined and treated, and free medicines
were distributed among deserving patients. In a notable devel-
opment, two successful deliveries of baby boys were also con-
ducted at the facility during the camp, reflecting the availability
of essential maternal healthcare services. The two-day medical
camp aims to provide free medical consultations, basic diagnos-
tic tests, and free medicines to underserved and remote com-
munities of Tharparkar. Special emphasis has been placed on
eye care services. Qualified eye specialists are conducting vision
screening and eye examinations, and free distance vision glass-
es are being provided to deserving patients after proper testing
to help address common visual impairments in the region. A
team of qualified doctors from Indus Medical College, along
with COMSTECH officials and local health authorities, is active-
ly engaged to ensure effective coordination and quality health-
care delivery. The camp is expected to benefit a large number
of patients, particularly women, children, and elderly residents
of the area The initiative reflects OICCCOMSTECH’s continued
commitment, in collaboration with its partners, to humanitarian
outreach and improving access to basic healthcare services in
marginalized and hard-to-reach areas of member states.—APP

ISLAMABAD: The weekly
inflation, measured by the
Sensitive Price Indicator
(SPI), decreased by 0.03 per-
cent for the combined con-
sumption group during the
week ended on January 29,
2026, the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported on
Friday According to the PBS
data, the SPI for the week
under review was recorded
at 333.49 points, down from
333.60 points last week. On
a year-on-year basis, the SPI
increased by 4.52 percent.
The weekly SPI with base
year 2015-16 = 100 covers 17
urban centres and 51 essen-
tial items for all expenditure
groups. The SPI for the low-
est consumption group (up
to Rs 17,732) decreased by
0.15 percent to 323.80 points
from 324.30 points. The
SPI for consumption groups
of Rs 17,733-22,888; Rs
22,889-29,517; Rs 29,518-
44,175; and above Rs 44,175
declined by 0.12 percent,
0.09 percent, 0.07 percent
and 0.02 percent, respective-
ly. During the week, out of
51 items, prices of 18 (35.29
percent) items increased,
09 (17.65 percent) items
decreased and 24 (47.06
percent) items remained
stable. Major commodities
registering a week-on-week
decrease included Potatoes
(7.81%), Onions (6.66%),
Salt Powder (1.36%), Wheat
Flour (1.17%), Pulse Masoor
(0.75%), Eggs (0.30%), Gur
(0.24%) and Rice Basmati
Broken (0.08%).—APP

PM Youth
Programme,
Chinese firm

sign Lol to train
50,000 youth

ISLAMABAD: The Prime
Minister’s Youth Programme
(PMYP) signed a Letter of
Intent (Lol) with China Paki-
stan TVET Cooperation and
TANG Chinese Education &
Technology (Pvt) Ltd at the
Prime Minister’s Office to
strengthen  China-Pakistan
collaboration in TVET, aim-
ing to train 50,000 youth and
develop 2,000 master train-
ers in line with domestic and
global skills requirements.
The Lol signing ceremony
is witnessed by Chairman
Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme Rana Mashhood Ah-
mad Khan, underscoring the
government’s  commitment
to equipping young people
with market-relevant and fu-
tureready skills. Senior offi-
cials from both sides attended
the ceremony, including Li
Jinsong, President and Found-
er of TANG Chinese Educa-
tion & Technology Ltd., and
Ms. Xanib Abdul Rehman,
Section Officer, PM Youth
Programme, along with their
respective delegations.—APP

Syedaal
meets
British

MP Imran

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Chairman of the Senate,
Syedaal Khan Nasir on Fri-
day met British Member of
Parliament Imran Hussain
at Parliament House, Islam-
abad. The meeting was also
attended by Federal Min-
ister and Chairman Parlia-
mentary Committee on
Kashmir, Rana Muhammad
Qasim Noon, along with a
15-member delegation. The
delegation included Imran
Hussain’s father, a former
Member of the British
Parliament, the Country Di-
rector of Orphans in Need,
Muhammad Faisal Ishagq,
and the Head of Fundrais-
ing of the organization. Dur-
ing the meeting, detailed
discussions were held on
Pakistan-UK  parliamen-
tary, economic and trade
relations, the role of the Pa-
kistani diaspora in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, development
of underprivileged areas of
Pakistan, and the Kashmir
issue. Representatives of
Orphans in Need briefed
the Deputy Chairman Sen-
ate about the organization’s
welfare initiatives, stating
that it currently supports
over 120,000 orphan chil-
dren in 14 countries world-
wide. The organization is
actively working on projects
related to education, social
welfare, and community
development, with a special
focus on underdeveloped
regions of Pakistan. - DNA
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SCterms
payment of
dower stated

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court of Pakistan has ruled
that the payment of dower
(haq mehr) mentioned in a
marriage contract (Nikahna-
ma) is a legal obligation of
the husband and cannot be
avoided. During the hearing
of multiple petitions related
to dowry and dower, Chief
Justice of Pakistan Justice
Yahya Afridi made significant
remarks, stating that when
a man marries a woman, he
becomes legally bound to
fulfill all conditions recorded
in the Nikahnama, including
the payment of haq mehr.
The Chief Justice empha-
sized that whatever is writ-
ten in the dower section of
the marriage contract must
be paid by the husband, as it
is a binding legal and moral
responsibility. During the
proceedings, the petition-
er’s lawyer argued that the
agreed dower of 40 tolas
of gold was excessive and
proposed that the husband
was willing to pay 20 tolas
instead. In response, the
Chief Justice remarked that
paying a little more could help
satisfy the wife, adding that it
is the hushand’s responsibility
to keep his wife content. The
Chief Justice further observed
that courts cannot interfere in
personal and family matters
that are based on mutual con-
sent.—APP

Airport
Police seize
truckload of
kites, arrest

supplier

RAWALPINDI: The Airport
Police have seized a truck
loaded with kiteflying mate-
rial and arrested a supplier
during a major operation, a
Rawalpindi Police spokes-
man said on Friday. Accord-
ing to the spokesman, the
police recovered 20,000 kites
and 100 reels of string from
the vehicle. The arrested
supplier was allegedly plan-
ning to distribute the banned
material in various parts of
the city. He said the police
received information about
the transportation of a large
quantity of kites and string,
following which a raid was
conducted and the truck was
intercepted. A case was regis-
tered against the suspect, the
spokesman said, adding that
the Rawalpindi Police, on
the directions of City Police
Officer (CPO) Syed Khalid
Mahmood Hamdani, would
continue a crackdown against
the “deadly sport”. Superin-
tendent of Police, Potohar,
Sardar Babar Mumtaz Khan
appreciated the Airport Po-
lice for seizing a large quanti-
ty of kites. Being a non-baila-
ble offence, those involved in
the “bloody sport” would not
be allowed to evade the law,
he added.

Import of agri

machinery grew
by 21.64 % in 06
months

ISLAMABAD: The imports
of agriculture machinery and
implements into the country
during the fist half of current
financial year grew by 21.64
percent as compared to the
imports of the correspond-
ing period of the last year.
Agriculture machinery val-
ued at $65.760 million were
imported during the period
from July-December 2026
as compared to the imports
of $54.059 million of the
same period of the last
year, , according the data
of the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics. Meanwhile, the
imports of agriculture and
other chemicals group into
the country during first half
of the current financial
year increased by 9.04
percent as compared to
the imports of the cor-
responding period of the
last year. During the pe-
riod from July-December,
2026, agricultural chem-
icals worth of $5.373
billion were imported as
compared to the imports
of $4.928 billion of the
same period of the last
year. However, imports
of fertilizer manufac-
tured into the country
reduced by 2.62 percent
as 661,707 metric tons
of fertilizer valued at
$482.792 million was im-
ported as compared to
the imports of 719,583
metric tons worth of
$440.341 million of the
same period of the last
year.—APP

Japan funds for installation
of seven water filtration plants

InNikahnama, | Ambassador Akamatsu emphasized that the Government of Japan’s commitment to continuing
its support for the people of Pakistan and expressed his hope that this project would further
strengthen the longstanding friendship and cooperation between Japan and Pakistan

. B
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ISLAMABAD: Akamatsu Shuichi, Ambas-
sador of Japan to Pakistan, inaugurated a
project for the installation of water filtra-
tion plants in seven communities of Dis-
trict Faisalabad, Punjab on Thursday. The
project was implemented by Alkhidmat
Foundation Pakistan, a non-governmental
organization which has over three dec-
ades of experience in humanitarian and
development work across Pakistan. The
Government of Japan, through its Grant

Assistance for Grassroots Human Security
Projects(GGP) Program, provided financial
assistance of 70,201 USD to this project,
for the installation of seven water filtration
plants in underserved communities such as
Peoples Colony 2, Badar Colony, Kuri Wala,
40 Mor Jaranwala, Chak No. 421 GB, Hus-
sainabad in Faisalabad District, and Bamba
Bola in Okara District. The inauguration
ceremony was attended by officials from
the Embassy of Japan, representatives of
Alkhidmat Foundation Pakistan, and mem-
bers of the beneficiary communities. Alkh-
idmat Foundation Pakistan has implement-

ed several successful projects in the past
in collaboration with the Japanese Embassy
to improve the living standard of people in
Pakistan. This project, funded by the Gov-
ernment of Japan responds to the urgent
need of safe drinking water for over 400
households (or 2,870 people) in Faisalabad
where a large proportion of the population
is exposed to waterborne diseases due to
contaminated water sources. The availabil-
ity of clean drinking water will contribute
to improve people’s health and livelihoods.
While speaking at the ceremony, Ambassa-
dor Akamatsu congratulated NGO for the

successful completion of the project and
appreciated its role in delivering essential
services to underserved communities. Am-
bassador Akamatsu stressed that access
to safe drinking water is a fundamental
human right and a key priority of Japan’s
assistance policy toward Pakistan. Ambas-
sador Akamatsu emphasized that the Gov-
ernment of Japan’s commitment to contin-
uing its support for the people of Pakistan
and expressed his hope that this project
would further strengthen the longstanding
friendship and cooperation between Japan
and Pakistan.

BOI minister meets
Silkway Impex,
Chinese BRI delegation

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Board of Investment, Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, held a meeting with a delegation of Silk-

way Impex Pvt. Ltd. and a high-level Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) delegation, led by Mr. Deng Yubin, Head of

BRI for Yunnan Province, to discuss enhanced bilateral investment cooperation between Pakistan and China. Welcoming
the delegation, the Federal Minister stated that Pakistan-China friendship has a long history and continues to grow
stronger through close economic and strategic cooperation. He emphasized that both countries enjoy collaboration
across multiple sectors and that investment-led partnerships remain a key pillar of bilateral relations,said a release issued
here. The Minister highlighted Pakistan’s vast potential in minerals and mining, agriculture, digitalisation, technology,
and manufacturing, and referred to minerals as a priority sector, recalling the recently held Pak-China Mineral Coopera-
tion Forum, which provided a strong platform for strengthening bilateral collaboration in the mineral sector. He noted
that Pakistan is rich in mineral resources and aims to develop integrated mineral value chains, including exploration, pro-
cessing, beneficiation, and downstream industrial development. The Chinese delegation expressed keen interest in mineral
development, particularly copper and other strategic minerals, and shared their intent to pursue long-term investment oppor-
tunities aligned with Pakistan’s economic and industrial vision. Dr. Erfa Igbal, Additional Secretary, Board of Investment, wel-
comed the delegation and described the Belt and Road Initiative as a game changer for the region. She briefed the delegation on
Pakistan’s priority investment sectors and the facilitative role of BOI, highlighting areas such as digitalisation, agriculture, min-
erals, and technology-driven industries. She informed the delegation about Pakistan’s incentive framework, including Special
Technology Zones (STZs) for technology and research-based industries and Special Economic Zones (SEZs) for manufacturing
and industrial projects. She added that BOI stands ready to connect investors with relevant federal and provincial stakeholders
to ensure effective facilitation. On agriculture, she noted that Pakistan encourages investments focused on yield enhancement,
quality improvement, research, and the introduction of modern technology, and highlighted that several Chinese companies
are already collaborating on projects aimed at converting barren land into fertile agricultural areas, including regions such as
Cholistan. Silkway Impex was represented by its Managing Directors Mr. Raja Taimur Rehman, Mr. Selman Pataudi, and Mr.
Raja Hashim Rehman, who briefed the Minister on Silkway’s role as a structured facilitation platform connecting international
partners with Pakistan’s public and private sector stakeholders in a compliant and institutionally aligned manner.

Govt pledges support for local
advanced biologics production

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Health Ser-
vices, Regulations and Coordination, Syed Mustafa Ka-
mal, convened a high-level consultative meeting on Friday
with the leadership of Huahui Health (China) and IQVIA
Pakistan. The session focused on establishing a strategic
framework to address the escalating prevalence of the Hep-
atitis Delta Virus (HDV) in Pakistan. During the session,
the Federal Minister highlighted the significant clinical
burden of HDV with estimates suggesting over one million
affected individuals nationwide. The Ministry emphasized
the high risk of rapid disease progression to liver cirrhosis
and hepatocellular carcinoma if left unmanaged. Data pre-
sented during the meeting indicated a critical diagnostic
gap; approximately 20% of Hepatitis B patients in Pakistan
may be co-infected with HDV, yet routine testing remains
underutilized. Huahui Health shared key updates regarding
its investigational HDV therapy, Libevitug (HH-003), which
recently concluded a successful Phase 2 multi-center, mul-
ti-country clinical study. The therapy has received regula-
tory approval in China based on favorable safety and effi-

cacy data. Notably, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) has granted it Breakthrough Therapy Designation,
underscoring its potential to provide substantial improve-
ment over existing treatments.

To ensure sustainable and affordable patient access, Min-
ister Syed Mustafa Kamal assured that the Government
of Pakistan will facilitate a partnership between Huahui
Health and a premier local pharmaceutical manufacturer.
This initiative is aimed at localizing the production of ad-
vanced biological products and enabling technology trans-
fer. Dr. Obaidullah, CEO of Drug Regulatory Authority of
Pakistan (DRAP), remarked: “DRAP’s regulatory mandate
is to ensure that Pakistani patients have early access to
life-saving innovations without compromising on safety
or quality. By facilitating the Phase 3 trials of this break-
through HDV therapy and enabling technology transfer
for local manufacturing, DRAP is strengthening national
health security. We are committed to a transparent, sci-
ence-based approval process that aligns Pakistan with in-
ternational best regulatory practices..—APP

Pakistan,KSA agree to strengthen
cooperation in energy sectors

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz
Malik and Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to
Pakistan Nawaf bin Saeed Ah-
mad Al-Malkiy on Friday dis-
cussed areas of mutual coop-
eration and further strengthen
bilateral relations between the
two brotherly countries. Dur-
ing the meeting, both sides re-
viewed ongoing collaboration
and explored new avenues for
cooperation, particularly in the
energy and minerals sectors,
said a news release. They re-
affirmed their commitment to
enhancing economic partner-
ship and promoting mutually
beneficial investment opportu-

nities. Ambassador AtMalkiy 1 in Riyadh and highlighted

appreciated Pakistan’s active
participation in the Future
Minerals Forum held recent-

the importance of continued
engagement between the two
countries to advance coopera-

tion in the minerals sector. Ali  of the Fﬁture Minerals Forum
Pervaiz Malik congratulated and noted that the platform of-
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia fers significant opportunities for

on the successful organization

regional collaboration. —DNA

Govt to setup
Business
facilitation
Centre in Gwadar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Balochistan government will start es-
tablishing a Business Facilitation Centre (BFC) in Gwadar
within the next 10 days, officials said. Preparatory work has
already begun, with relevant government departments and
officials mobilised under the directives of Chief Minister Ba-
lochistan Sarfaraz Bugti, Gwadar Pro reported on Friday. The
establishment of the BFC was discussed during a meeting be-
tween a delegation of the Quetta Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and the Balochistan Board of Investment and Trade,
held during their visit to Gwadar Port on January 28. The
Business Facilitation Centre is designed to support the busi-
ness community as well as domestic and foreign investors by
offering a range of services under one roof. These include
the issuance of no-objection certificates (NOCs), licenses,
permits, and other approvals required to start and scale
up businesses. The initiative seeks to reduce bureaucratic
hurdles by linking multiple government agencies through
a dedicated software platform, thereby creating a more en-
abling business environment and encouraging enterprise
development. Dedicated staff, including Business Facili-
tation Officers (BFOs) and representatives from relevant
government departments, will be deputed at the centre to
process and coordinate applications for walk-in clients.

China keen
to advance
mineral
development
in Pakistan:
Lamir

ISLAMABAD: China shows
strong interest in invest-
ment, capacity building and
the promotion of advanced
technology in Pakistan’s
mineral sector, reflecting
the long-standing partner-
ship between the two coun-
tries. On Friday, Research
Fellow at the China Inter-
national Press Communi-
cation Center, Muhammad
Zamir Assadi, emphasized
the importance of sustain-
able development and said
that adherence to inter-
national construction and
operational standards en-
sures responsible mining,
said a press release. He
explained that responsible
mining not only enables the
efficient and transparent
use of natural resources
but also plays a key role in
fostering harmonious and
long-term relationships
with local communities.
He said that China is keen
to advance mineral devel-
opment in Pakistan under
the principles of social and
environmental responsibil-
ity. Muhammad Zamir As-
sadi stated that under the
Saindak Project, more than
5,200 local workers have
so far received training,
which serves as practical
evidence of China’s strong
commitment to local work-
force inclusion and capacity
enhancement.—APP

CTO expands
driving test
facilities

RAWALPINDI: Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO) Rawalpindi
Farhan Aslam has expanded
driving test facilities at the
Traffic Headquarters to fa-
cilitate citizens and reduce
congestion, a traffic police
spokesman said on Friday.
He said the number of driv-
ing test tracks at the Traffic
Headquarters had been in-
creased from one to two in
view of growing public de-
mand. Additional vehicles
had also been added to save
time and provide greater
convenience to applicants.
The spokesman said citi-
zens could now take driving
tests in both automatic and
manual vehicles. He urged
citizens to avail themselves
of the improved facilities
and obtain their driving li-
cences without delay. He
said the facility of issuing
learner and permanent driv-
ing licences to motorcyclists
on the same day was also
continuing. The spokesman
said all licensing processes
were being video recorded
to ensure merit and trans-
parency, adding that an au-
tomated video system had
been introduced to further
strengthen transparency in
the licensing system.—APP
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ABDULRAHMAN AL-RASHED

UR region is strewn with long-buried landmines, any one of which

could spark unintended consequences. These landmines are not

merely physical remnants of past conflicts but metaphorical dan-
gers embedded in the political and security landscape of the Middle East.
This is not meant to refer specifically to the Saudi-Emirati dispute in south-
ern Yemen, despite it being one of today’s heated issues that could still
be resolved through direct talks. That dispute, while serious, remains a
localized matter that can be addressed through dialogue and compromise.
The more pressing concern lies elsewhere, in the looming shadow of a
potential confrontation between the United States and Iran.
Beyond these regional landmines, the far more dangerous issue is the ris-
ing likelihood of a US-Iran war and its repercussions on our surroundings.
Foremost among those at risk are the countries of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), which sit in the front row of the theater of war. Any esca-
lation between Washington and Tehran would not remain confined to the
two adversaries; it would inevitably spill over into the Gulf, threatening the
stability, economies, and security of the six GCC states. The Gulf, by virtue
of geography and strategic importance, cannot escape the fallout of such a
confrontation. It is worth recalling that the GCC was established more than
four decades ago precisely to confront this type of danger. The organization
was born in 1981, at a time when the region was reeling from the Iranian
Revolution and the outbreak of the Iran-Iraq War. Yet, over time, its member
states chose to expand their objectives far beyond defense cooperation. The
GCC became a framework for economic, social, and even cultural coordina-
tion, extending its reach to matters as minor as laundry labels and electri-
cal sockets. Despite occasional political disagreements, it remains the only
largely successful regional bloc in the Arab world. Its endurance is itself a

testament to the shared interests of its members.

One researcher once argued to me that the GCC was built on “hatred of
Iran’s regime.” That is, of course, inaccurate. While it is true that the GCC
was founded against the backdrop of Ayatollah Khomeini’s threats to Gulf
states and the war between Iran and Iraq, its creation was not solely about
Iran. The region overlooking the western Gulf needed a framework to or-
ganize relations among its six states even if no external threat had existed.
Major undertakings often emerge from unintended circumstances, and the
GCC was one such undertaking. It was both a response to immediate danger
and a long-term investment in collective security. The Gulf states will not
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agree on everything, but their shared interest lies in preserving their collec-
tive security. The European Union offers a useful comparison. It was built on
an agreement over coal and steel between Germany and France, two coun-
tries that had fought bitter wars for centuries. The European Coal and Steel
Community became a gateway for developing relations in the years after
the Second World War and later led to the establishment of the broader EU.
Similarly, the Gulf states may disagree on political matters, but the Iranian
threat has consistently played a role in strengthening inter-GCC relations
and reminding them of the importance of unity.

Not all of our history with Iran has been turbulent. This condition has been
limited to the current regime. Under Iran’s monarchy, Tehran maintained
generally positive relations with its neighbors for centuries, marked by oc-
casional disputes that were typical of relations between neighboring states.
Matters deteriorated immediately after the rise of the clerical regime in
1979. From the very first week, Saudi Arabia expressed its desire for good
relations, sending official and unofficial delegations to Khomeini and even
dispatching a shipment of petroleum products to alleviate a severe short-
age in Tehran at the time. This was a gesture of friendship toward the new
regime. Yet Khomeini formally declared his intention to work toward over-
throwing neighboring systems, setting the stage for decades of hostility.

It took more than 40 years for the republic to correct its course and seek rec-
onciliation with Riyadh. Today, Tehran faces an existential threat that forces
it to choose between abandoning the 1979 project it proclaimed — exporting
revolutions and confronting the world — and risking a devastating confronta-
tion. The six Gulf capitals recognize that they are not in a position to support
or change the regime; the event is larger than them. Yet its repercussions
are dangerous for them. The possibilities if war erupts are many, ranging
from collapse to a coup or the regime holding firm and emerging stronger.
All Gulf governments have chosen not to become directly involved in the
operation. This does not represent a disappointment for their ally the United
States, which maintains military assets and agreements with GCC states
and likewise prefers not to expand the front. Washington understands
that widening the battlefield would require greater defensive efforts and
could destabilize its partners. Despite Iran’s hints at striking facilities in
Gulf states, such a scenario remains unlikely, though not impossible. The
Gulf states, therefore, remain caught between caution and vulnerability,
aware that their security is tied to events beyond their control.

In conclusion, the Gulf region today stands at a crossroads. The metaphori-
cal landmines scattered across its political landscape are dangerous enough,
but the looming threat of a US-Iran war represents a far greater peril. The
GCC, despite its imperfections, remains the best mechanism for collective
security and coordination among its members. Its history demonstrates that
unity in the face of external threats is both possible and necessary. Whether
Iran collapses, changes course, or emerges stronger, the Gulf states must
continue to prioritize their collective security. The stakes are too high, and
the consequences of inaction too severe, for them to do otherwise.

Dr M Ali Hamza

This is where the David
Brooks-ian ‘Moral Sense’
comes into play. A society
is not just a collection of

individuals making rational
choices; it is a moral
community. Trust is built
when the elite and people
breathe the same air and
face the same risks. When
a leader asks the public to
‘tighten their belts’ while
his own family is protected
by a foreign economy, he
isn’t just being a hypocrite;
he is hollowing out
the state from within

Beying as

Qamar Bashir

The shift did not begin
in Beijing. It began in
Washington. Trump’s

posture toward Europe and
America’s traditional allies
has been unmistakably
transactional and, at
times, openly coercive. His
handling of the Ukraine
war, his pressure on
European governments
to accept a U.S.-designed
“peace plan” that many in
Europe saw as conceding
too much to Russia, and his
blunt warning that allies
who did not fall in line
would face punitive trade
measures, all sent
a shockwave through
the Atlantic alliance

Bucket or Lifeboat

E often talk about governance as

a matter of policy papers, interest

rates, and institutional architecture.
It is an assumption that if we get the incen-
tives right, the system will work like a well-
oiled machine. But we frequently overlook the
most fundamental ingredient of a functioning
society: the shared fate between the person
behind the desk and the person in the street.
In China, there is a term for the official who
breaks this pact of shared fate. They call him
the lu guan, or the ‘naked official’. An official
is ‘naked’ not because he lacks clothes, but
because he has been stripped of his domestic
roots. He stays in China to exercise power and
collect a paycheck, but his wife and children
have already emigrated to London, or New
York. His bank account is offshore; his family’s
future is under a different flag. He is a man
with one foot in the corridors of power and the
other on a plane to abroad.
To the Chinese Communist Party, this isn’t
just a lifestyle choice; it’s a national security
threat. Since the mid-2010s, the “naked of-
ficial” has been viewed through the lens of
political reliability. The logic is simple: if you
have an “escape hatch,” can you truly be trust-
ed to make the hard, long-term decisions for
the country? If your children are at boarding
school in Switzerland and your assets are in a
Caribbean trust, do you really care if the local
currency collapses or the school system fails?
While China’s approach is the most visceral, it
1s not alone. Russia, for instance, has the same
logic. at times banning senior cadres from hold-
ing foreign bank accounts or property; a blunt
attempt to force the elite to keep their skin in
the game. In Singapore, the state demands an

HERE was a time, not long ago, when the word

“China” in European capitals was spoken in the

language of caution, if not suspicion. Parliaments
passed laws to block Chinese acquisitions of strategic
assets. Regulatory walls were erected against Chinese
technology, telecommunications equipment, social media
platforms, and even academic cooperation. Brussels and
national governments debated how to “de-risk” from Bei-
jing, how to preserve Europe’s cultural, economic, and
technological sovereignty from what they framed as an
expanding Chinese influence. China was cast as a system-
ic rival, an adversary whose footprint in Europe had to
be contained at almost any cost. Yet within a single year
of Donald Trump’s return to the center of global politics,
that posture has undergone a remarkable reversal. What
once looked like a coordinated Western front to slow Chi-
na’s rise has given way to a steady procession of European
and North American leaders boarding planes for Beijing.
The symbolism is hard to miss. The very capitals that
once competed to demonstrate their distance from China
are now, one after another, paying homage to the Chinese
leadership, signing strategic agreements, and speaking the
language of partnership rather than containment.
The shift did not begin in Beijing. It began in Washington.
Trump’s posture toward Europe and America’s traditional
allies has been unmistakably transactional and, at times,
openly coercive. His handling of the Ukraine war, his pres-
sure on European governments to accept a U.S.-designed
“peace plan” that many in Europe saw as conceding too
much to Russia, and his blunt warning that allies who did
not fall in line would face punitive trade measures, all sent
a shockwave through the Atlantic alliance. When Europe-
an leaders drew a red line over Greenland—declaring it
non-negotiable and off-limits to any form of geopolitical
bargaining—Trump’s response, threatening sweeping tar-
iffs against those who opposed him, was read not as nego-
tiation but as arm-twisting. For Europe, this was a wake-up
call. The assumption that the United States, regardless of
who occupied the White House, would remain a predict-
able anchor of stability and partnership began to look
fragile. The message many leaders took from Washington
was stark: past cooperation, shared history, and alliance
commitments would not necessarily shield them from eco-
nomic or political punishment if their national interests
diverged from those of the United States.
It is against this backdrop that the “pilgrimage” to China
must be understood. The first high-profile visit, after years
of diplomatic coolness, came from France’s president. His
trip to Beijing, the first in nearly a decade, signaled that
Europe’s second-largest economy was prepared to reopen
channels not just for trade, but for strategic dialogue. Soon
after, Canada’s prime minister followed suit, making his
own journey to China after years of strained relations. Now,

almost monastic level of asset disclosure from
the leading class. The West, by contrast, tends
to view this through a lens of procedural lib-
eralism. In the United State r Europe, they
focus on disclosure. If you have assets abroad,
you report them. They treat family residency
as a neutral fact, a matter of individual liberty.
They only care if a crime is actually proven,
the ‘naked official’ status itself isn’t a red flag,
provided the paperwork is in order.

But as we look at the struggling governance in
places like Pakistan, we have to see what suits
us. In Pakistan, the absence of a ‘naked offi-
cial’ policy has created a ruling class that op-
erates with a perpetual exit strategy. You see
senior bureaucrats, and political elites presid-
ing over a country facing IMF austerity, crip-
pling inflation, and infrastructure decay, even
as their own self and families are a minute
away to settle down in UAE or the UK. This
creates a profound ‘skin in the game’ problem.
When the person negotiating a nation’s debt
or its environmental regulations has a foreign
residency card in his pocket, he is no longer a
stakeholder; he is an extractor.

This is where the David Brooks-ian ‘Moral Sense’
comes into play. A society is not just a collection
of individuals making rational choices; it is a mor-
al community. Trust is built when the elite and
people breathe the same air and face the same
risks. When a leader asks the public to ‘tighten
their belts’ while his own family is protected by a
foreign economy, he isn’t just being a hypocrite;
he is hollowing out the state from within. He has
signalled that he doesn’t believe in the future of
the place he is currently running. The results
are predictable: capital flight, brain drain, and a
crushing sense of cynicism among the youth. If

Germany’s chancellor is preparing to land in Beijing, with
a delegation heavy on industry, energy, and technology
leaders in tow. Behind them, other European heads of gov-
ernment are lining up, each seeking their own audience,
their own agreements, their own place in what increasingly
looks like a re-centered global economy.

The substance of these visits goes far beyond ceremonial
handshakes. Agreements are being signed across a broad
spectrum: renewable energy, solar and wind projects,
electric vehicles, advanced manufacturing, artificial intel-
ligence, infrastructure financing, and technology transfer.
In some cases, even defense cooperation and strategic di-
alogue are quietly being placed on the agenda. The tone
is pragmatic, even eager. Where once European leaders
warned of dependence on China, they now speak of “win-
win” frameworks, of diversification, of building parallel
channels of growth and security that do not run exclusively
through Washington. China, for its part, has played the role
of the patient host. Chinese leaders have emphasized hu-
mility, mutual respect, and the search for common ground.
The rhetoric is carefully calibrated: no lectures on internal
politics, no overt demands for ideological alignment, but a
steady emphasis on economic opportunity, infrastructure
development, and long-term partnership. For European
and Canadian leaders bruised by what they perceive as
Washington’s heavy-handedness, the contrast is striking.
This realignment is not confined to Europe. Across the Car-
ibbean and parts of the Western Hemisphere, governments
are also reassessing their strategic options. Countries long
accustomed to living in the shadow of U.S. power—eco-
nomically, diplomatically, and sometimes militarily—are
watching Europe’s pivot with interest. The lesson many
are drawing is that diversification is no longer a luxury;
it is a necessity in a world where economic pressure and
sanctions have become routine tools of statecraft.
Nowhere is this broader shift more visible than in the Mid-
dle East, particularly in the evolving standoff between the
United States, Israel, and Iran. European governments
have shown a marked reluctance to back any new American
or Israeli military adventure in the region. When U.S. naval
forces moved closer to Iranian waters, signaling readiness
for confrontation, European capitals responded not with
public endorsements but with calls for restraint and diplo-
macy. At the same time, China and Russia have deepened
their engagement with Tehran. During recent periods
of heightened tension, both powers offered diplomatic
cover and, according to many analysts, strategic support
that helped Iran withstand external pressure. The result
has been a recalibration of power. Iran now presents it-
self not as an isolated state under siege, but as a node in
a broader Eurasian network, backed by two permanent
members of the UN Security Council and enjoying at
least tacit sympathy from much of the Global South.

the people at the top have already checked out,
why should the middle class stay?

Adopting a ‘naked official’ policy in a demo-
cratic or semi-democratic country like Paki-
stan, would be a messy affair. It runs headlong
into constitutional protections of movement
and equal rights. It would face ferocious
pushback from the very elites who would be
targeted. There is the very real danger that
it would be used as a political club; a way for
those in power to disqualify their rivals while
shielding their friends. Yet, the core idea is,
that certain high-stakes roles in finance, edu-
cation, judiciary, defence, taxation etc. should
be reserved for those, whose primary loyalty
and family presence are domestic. It moves us
from a culture of ‘prove the crime’ to a culture
of ‘demonstrate commitment.” A soft version
of this policy wouldn’t need to be a threaten-
ing It could simply be a requirement for radi-
cal transparency and a restriction on sensitive
portfolios. If you want to run the bureaucracy,
politics, or defence, your family shouldn’t be
holding foreign citizenship. It’s a way of saying
that leadership isn’t just a job; it’s a pledge.
We live in a globalized world where mobility
is a mark of success. But for those who hold
the levers of power, there must be a limit to
that mobility. We need leaders who are not
‘naked’, but ‘clothed’ in the realities of the
people they serve. Only when the elite share
the consequences of their own failures, will
we see the kind of urgent, structural reform
that nations like Pakistan so desperately need.
The question is not just whether an official is
corrupt. The question is: when the ship starts
to leak, is he the one reaching for a buck-
et, or the one already sitting in the lifeboat?

Europe’s New Geopolitical Mecca

For Europe, this matters. The continent’s leaders are
acutely aware that a new war in the Middle East would have
direct consequences for energy prices, migration flows,
and internal political stability. Aligning unquestioningly
with Washington and Tel Aviv in such a scenario risks not
only domestic backlash but also the loss of diplomatic lever-
age with Beijing, Moscow, and a large swath of the Muslim
world. By contrast, maintaining open channels with China
offers Europe a potential role as a mediator, or at least as
an independent actor rather than a subordinate ally.
Critics in Washington see Europe’s turn toward Beijing as
na ve, even dangerous. They warn of hidden dependencies,
of technology transfers that could erode Western securi-
ty, of economic ties that might one day be weaponized.
European leaders counter that the greater danger lies in
strategic monoculture—placing all economic, political, and
security eggs in a single basket that may no longer be as
reliable as it once was.
The symbolism of these Beijing visits has been amplified
by their timing. As European leaders walk the red carpets
of the Great Hall of the People, Trump prepares to host—
or confront—some of them in Washington. The contrast is
deliberate. The message, implicit if not explicit, is that Eu-
rope will not be treated as a collection of smaller states to
be disciplined through tariffs and threats. It is a bloc of 450
million people, a major economic and technological power
in its own right, and it intends to act like one.
The broader narrative taking shape is almost poetic in its
irony. The United States, long the architect and champion
of a liberal international order built on open markets, alli-
ances, and multilateral institutions, is now seen by many as
retreating into a more unilateral, interest-driven posture.
China, once portrayed as the outsider challenging that or-
der, is positioning itself as a pillar of stability, investment,
and predictable partnership. Whether this role reversal will
endure is an open question. Europe’s ties to the United
States remain deep, woven through NATO, financial sys-
tems, and decades of political and cultural exchange. But
something fundamental has shifted in the psychology of
European leadership. The assumption of automatic align-
ment has given way to strategic hedging. In this unfolding
story, the “geopolitical train” metaphor resonates. Many
in Europe believe that the momentum of global growth,
infrastructure development, and technological innovation
is increasingly centered in Asia, with China as a primary
engine. To miss that train, they fear, is to risk long-term
economic stagnation and strategic irrelevance.
— Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan
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PM unfurls
incentives
for industry

FroMm Pace 01
Paying tribute to exporters,
the prime minister termed
them the backbone of the na-
tional economy and credited
their resilience and commit-
ment for helping Pakistan nav-
igate through severe econom-
ic challenges. He recalled that
in June 2023, Pakistan was on
the brink of default, inflation
stood at 32 percent, and the
policy rate had peaked at 22
percent, causing immense
hardship for investors, export-
ers, and the business commu-
nity. He said that through col-
lective efforts, the economy
had stabilized, with inflation
now in single digits, the pol-
icy rate reduced to 10.5 per-
cent, and foreign exchange
reserves doubled compared
to three years ago, although
he acknowledged that part of
the reserves included support
from friendly countries. The
prime minister reiterated Pa-
kistan’s resolve to reduce reli-
ance on external debt, stating
that “there is no respect for
nations that beg for money.”
He acknowledged the support
of China, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, and Qatar in stabilizing
the economy during the crisis.

PM resolves
to further
cement...

From Pace 01
sides were close to finalizing
the agreement for USD 2 bil-
lion investment by Azerbaijan
in Pakistan, the Prime Minis-
ter reiterated his invitation to
President Aliyev to undertake
an official visit to Pakistan,
at his earliest convenience.
During the meeting, regional
developments were also dis-
cussed. The Prime Minister
stressed upon the need for
Pakistan and Azerbaijan to co-
ordinate regularly and closely,
to ensure the realization of
the shared objective of main-
taining regional peace and
security. The Representative
of the President of Azerbaijan
conveyed President Aliyev’s
warm greetings to the Prime
Minister and lauded the
Prime Minister’s vision and
leadership that had brought
Pakistan many successes, not
only on the economic front but
also in security and the diplo-
matic arena. He thanked Paki-
stan for standing solidly with
Azerbaijan during the second
Karabakh war and reaffirmed
Azerbaijan’s longstanding po-
sition on Jammu & Kashmir.

Imran
underwent
eye surgery..

From Pace 01
they were once again denied
permission to meet the in-
carcerated founder. The PTI
secretary general said that
Imran’s family was not in-
formed about the reason for
taking him to the hospital.
He said that the government
acknowledged the situation
only on Thursday, after
which PTI representatives
went to Adiala Jail. Raja said
that nearly 200 parliamentar-
ians were present outside the
Supreme Court to protest
what he described as the de-
nial of fundamental rights to
the PTI founder. He said he
and senior lawyer Latif Kho-
sa attempted to meet Chief
Justice Yahya Afridi, but the
meeting could not take place
as the chief justice was not
present in his chambers.

KP CM
Afridi camps
outside...

FroMm Pace 01
its future course of action
if its attempts to arrange
a meeting with Imran
don’t bear fruit after ap-
proaching the apex court.
He lamented that while
the courts are issuing de-
cisions on petitions, “we
are not getting justice”.
“Imran Khan and Bushra
Bibi’s cases have not been
listed for one year. If the
cases are listed today and
we are provided justice,
Khan sahib and Bushra
Bibi, along with other lead-
ers, will be released from
prison within half an hour,”
he claimed. “We were left
with no option, so we opted
for the only one available,”
he added. In response to
a question on concluding
the protest outside Adiala
jail, where the KP chief
minister, along with oth-
er lawmakers and party
workers, had camped, he
said, “I have come here.”

Alcaraz outlasts Zverev in epic
to reach Australian Open final

Alcaraz has won two French Opens, two US Opens and twice at
Wimbledon, but success on the blue Melbourne Park hardcourts
has eluded the 22-year-old in four previous campaigns

MELBOURNE: An ailing Carlos Alcaraz
battled past Alexander Zverev on Friday
in five epic sets to reach his first Australi-
an Open final and move within a match of
becoming the youngest man to complete
a career Grand Slam. The world number
one outlasted the German third seed 6-4,
7-6 (7/5), 6-7 (3/7), 6-7 (4/7), 7-5 over a
titanic 5hrs 27 mins in hot conditions and
will play either Jannik Sinner or Novak
Djokovic in Sunday’s title match.

But he only narrowly avoided crashing
out after a huge fright at 4-4 in the third
set when he pulled up in pain with what
appeared to be cramp. He was allowed to
have treatment at the changeover, leaving
Zverev furious and angrily remonstrating
with officials as medical timeouts are not
permitted solely for muscle cramping.

The Spaniard continued but his move-
ment was hampered and he lost his first
set of the tournament before the pickle
juice kicked in and he fought on. Despite
not being at 100 percent he somehow
found a way to claw back from a break
down in the fifth set as the crowd roared
him on to leave the German shattered.
“Believing all the time,” Alcaraz, who is
into his eighth major final and fourth in a
row, said of how he got through. “I always
say that you have to believe in yourself
no matter what, no matter what struggles
you’ve been through, you've gotta still be-
lieve in yourself all the time.

“I was struggling in the middle of the third
set. Basically it was one of the most de-
manding matches that I have ever played
in my in my short career.” Alcaraz has won

two French Opens, two US Opens and twice
at Wimbledon, but success on the blue Mel-
bourne Park hardcourts has eluded the
22-year-old in four previous campaigns.
Should he snap the drought he would be
the youngest man in the Open era to win
all four majors, surpassing compatriot and
legend Rafael Nadal, who was 24 when he
did so. The first set went on serve with few
meaningful rallies until Alcaraz unleashed
a backhand winner at 3-3 to earn the first
break point of the match.

Zverev held on but the Spaniard worked
another break point on his next serve with
the German doublefaulting as the pres-
sure mounted. Alcaraz served out for the
set but the towering German kept his cool
and raised his level to earn his first break
points of the match at 3-2 in the second set.

The top seed saved two but whipped a fore-
hand long to slide 4-2 behind. Alcaraz sensa-
tionally broke back as Zverev served at 5-3
and it went to a tense tiebreak where the
world number one prevailed with a scorch-
ing forehand. But disaster struck at 44 in
the third when Alcaraz began limping badly.
He managed to hold for 5-4 but took a med-
ical timeout, leaving Zverev fuming, before
continuing to another tiebreak where the
German made his move. Despite the prob-
lems, Alcaraz continued winning points and
holding serve in set four as his movement
improved and another tiebreak beckoned
with the third seed again coming out on top.
Zverev broke early in the fifth to move 2-0
ahead, but he folded when serving for the
match with the top seed breaking back for
5-5 and then again to seal the win. — APP

French PM forces
final budget

through parliament

“France

must have a
budget. And
so, before this
chamber, I am
committing the
government’s
responsibility
for the entire
Finance Bill for
2026,” he told
the National
Assembly on
Friday while
invoking the
power to push
it through

PARIS: French Prime Min-
ister Sebastien Lecornu
forced his budget through
parliament without a vote
for the third and final time
Friday, exposing him to
yet another no-confidence
motion. The decision to
use the constitutional tool
known as article 49.3 has
marked an aboutface for
Lecornu, who pledged last
year to seek parliament’s
approval, in a bid to avoid

the fate of his two predeces-
sors who were ousted over
budget negotiations.

But after months of ne-
gotiations reached an im-
passe, Lecornu announced
he would use the power to
force the budget, after mak-
ing concessions to gain the
backing of the Socialists.
“France must have a
budget. And so, before this
chamber, I am committing
the government’s responsi-
bility for the entire Finance
Bill for 2026,” he told the
National Assembly on Fri-
day while invoking the pow-
er to push it through.

His opponents, including
the hard left and farright
parties, have vowed to file
no-confidence motions
against him in response.
The motions are expected
to be debated and voted
upon Monday, according
to lawmaker Eric Coquer-
el who chairs the finance
committee. If Lecornu sur-
vives, as anticipated based
on his previous support, the
budget will move forward
for definitive adoption.

The Socialist party has
“tightened the screws” on
its members to fall in line
and back the government,
Coquerel lamented.
Lecornu has already en-
dured a string of no-con-
fidence votes in recent

weeks as he pushed the
first sections of the 2026
state budget through parlia-
ment without a vote.

On Tuesday, Lecornu de-
fended his decision, touting
what he called a “break-
through” budget that would
boost defence spending
by 6.5 billion euros ($7.78
billion) and urging a “long-
term” view.

Although some lawmakers
have expressed doubts, the
text aims to bring the defi-
cit down to five percent of
the gross domestic product
(GDP) in 2026 from 5.4
percent in 2025.

The executive was initially
targeting 4.6 percent, but
the scrapping of pension
reforms meant such a re-
duction of the deficit was
not possible, according to
rapporteur Philippe Juvin.
The various concessions
made for the Socialists in-
clude a one-euro meal for
students and an increase in
a top-up payment for low-in-
come workers.

Despite being “imperfect”
the budget “is a useful text
for the French, because
it allows us to emerge
from the climate of uncer-
tainty that has set in over
the past few months,”
Public Accounts Minis-
ter Amelie de Montchalin
said on Thursday. - APP

National
Boxing
Talent Hunt

Kicks Off
Nationwide

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh approves
shooting team’s

India tour

National Rifle Association of India (NRAI)
Secretary General Pawan Singh confirmed
the shooting team would compete in India

ISLAMABAD: The second
phase of the National Box-
ing Talent Hunt Program of-
ficially kicked off on Friday,
with inter-divisional boxing
competitions getting under-
way across the country.
Hundreds of young boxers
are taking part, showcasing
their skills in a major drive
to identify fresh talent for
Pakistan boxing.

Pakistan Boxing Federa-
tion (PBF) President Lieu-
tenant Colonel (R) Nasir
Ijaz Tung said the initia-
tive has received an over-
whelming response, with a
large number of emerging
boxers competing in every
division. He added that,
with the support of the Pa-
kistan Army, the program
aims to promote boxing
and introduce new talent
at the national level.

The competitions are being
held in Under-17, Under-19
and Under-22 categories. A
total of 13 weight catego-
ries for men and eight for
women have been included.
Matches are being held in
24 cities across Pakistan,
including Karachi, Lahore,
Quetta, Peshawar, Muzaf-
farabad, Gilgit-Baltistan,
Islamabad, Makran and
Faisalabad. The inter-di-
visional contests will con-
tinue until February 3.

However, media

NBA: Dillon Brooks
scores career-high as
Phoenix Suns beat
Detroit Pistons

PHOENIX: Dillon Brooks scored 40 and made four
three-pointers to lead the Phoenix Suns to defeat the De-
troit Pistons 114-96 here at PHX Arena on Thursday.
Grayson Allen scored 24 points and the hosts won by a
comfortable margin, even without their star player Devin
Booker, who was absent in the third straight game.
Brooks, who received “Dillon the Villain” t-shirts sold to
fans, was also extremely efficient and made 13 out of 22
attempts on field goals and added eight rebounds and four
assists. His career high was 37 points.

Collin Gillespie scored 16 points with five successful
three-pointers, and Royce O’Neale scored 10 points. In
the case of the Pistons, Cade Cunningham had 26 points,
Jaren Duren had a double-double of 23 points and 13 re-
bounds, and Tobias Harris had 13 points. Detroit was in
good form, having won six of its last seven games. Phoenix
also recovered its out shooting ability when it made 16 of
42 three-pointers (38.1%), compared to 12 of 55 over their
last two games. The Suns were ahead 105-89 towards the
end of the fourth quarter, and Brooks driving layup and
O’Neale’s three-pointer gave the Suns the final win. The
late three-point performance by Gillespie gave the lead 114-
93. The Suns overcame the boards, defeating Detroit 47-37
in rebounds and getting 24 second-chance points. - APP

Punjab govt
fully prepared
for local
bodies polls
this year

ISLAMABAD: Punjab Infor-
mation Minister Azma Zahid
Bokhari on Friday said the
Punjab government is fully
prepared to conduct local
bodies elections this year fol-
lowing the Election Commis-
sion’s announcement and that
all necessary administrative
and legal arrangements are
being finalized under the di-
rectives of the chief minister.
While speaking to a local news
channel, she said that admin-
istrative matters, including
delimitation of constituen-
cies, are being addressed and
under the chief minister’s or-
ders the Punjab government
is fully prepared for local bod-
ies elections. She added that
the polls would be conducted
as soon as EC announces
the schedule. - Agencies

DNA

DHAKA: Bangladesh has approved its shooting team’s
tour to New Delhi for next month’s Asian Shooting
Championships days after the cricket team’s refusal
to play in India due to safety concerns cost them a
place at the T20 World Cup. Bangladesh have been re-
placed by Scotland in the T20 World Cup, which runs
from February 7 to March 8, after they insisted, they
would not tour India, highlighting security concerns
following soured political relations between the neigh-
bours. The International Cricket Council (ICC), citing
independent security assessment reports, dismissed
Bangladesh’s demands to play their World Cup match-
es in tournament co-hosts Sri Lanka instead, arguing
the late change in schedule was “not feasible”.
reports
three-member contingent comprising shooter Robiul
Islam, his coach Sharmin Akhter and jury member
Saima Feroze had received sports ministry approval
to compete in New Delhi. National Rifle Association
of India (NRAI) Secretary General Pawan Singh con-
firmed the shooting team would compete in India.
“Bangladesh’s participation was confirmed a month
ago. Our applications for clearances for all nations
have been in process for almost three months,” Singh
told Reuters. “We have to follow International Shoot-
ing Sport Federation (ISSF) norms as a sport and
comply with the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) charter, and as NRAI, we have always received
support from the government.”

Singh added that the Bangladesh contingent did not
request any extra security measures. “The Bang-
ladesh team has come to our tournaments many
times, so they know our strict protocols well. May-
be that’s why they are confident and have not made
any special requests.” The Asian Shooting Confed-
eration, which is organising the event, did not im-
mediately respond to a request for comment. The
continental rifle and pistol shooting championship
will be held in New Delhi from February 2-14.

in Bangladesh said a

Indonesia’s
Worst stock
crash in decades

JAKARTA: Indonesian stocks plunged this week after global
index compiler MSCI threatened a downgrade over trans-
parency, sparking a sell-off among investors already nervous
about the country’s political climate. The Jakarta Composite
Index plummeted around eight percent Wednesday and as
much as 10 percent Thursday, its worst performance since
1998 during the Asian financial crisis. The market recovered
slightly Friday after regulators pledged reforms. A New
York-based financial company, MSCI produces international
indexes used by investors as a benchmark to balance their
portfolios. It has a significant impact on investment deci-
sions through its flagship emerging markets index, which
contains 1,200 companies with a market capitalisation more
than $10 trillion. Fund managers worldwide keep a close eye
on what countries are included or excluded in MSCI’s index-
es as that can trigger adjustments to their portfolios. The
firm said in a statement that investors had “highlighted that
fundamental investability issues persist due to ongoing opac-
ity in shareholding structures and concerns about possible
coordinated trading behaviour that undermines proper price
formation”. “More granular and reliable information on
shareholding structures, possibly including high sharehold-

”

ing concentration monitoring, is required,” it wrote. - DNA

41 India-
backed..

FroMm PacGe 01

Another intelbased opera-
tion was conducted in Pan-
jgur District in which a ter-
rorist hideout was busted,
and 11 India-sponsored ter-
rorists of Fitna al-Hindustan
were neutralised. Besides
weapons and ammunition,
looted money from the bank
robbery in Panjgur on De-
cember 15, 2025, was also
recovered from the killed ter-
rorists. “The terrorists were
involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities in the past.”
Sanitisation operations are
being conducted to elimi-
nate any other India-spon-
sored terrorists found in the
area. “Relentless Counter
Terrorism campaign under
vision “Azm e Istehkam”
[...] by security forces and
law enforcement agencies of
Pakistan will continue at full
pace to wipe out [the] men-
ace of foreign-sponsored.

President,
PM laud
security

forces

From Pace 01
“The antiterror actions
against terrorists under
the Azm-e-Istehkam would
continue for country’s
peace and stability. The
vigilance of security forces
and law enforcement agen-
cies is commendable for
the complete elimination
of proxy terrorism in the
country,” President Zardari
remarked. Prime Minister
Shehbaz appreciated the
security forces for eliminat-
ing 41 terrorists of Fitnatul
Hindustan in the said op-
erations and said that the
forces were achieving huge
successes against terrorists
under the Azm-eIstehkam
vision. “The entire nation
stands in support of the
security forces against ter-
rorism. We are resolved
to completely purge the
country of all forms of
terrorism,” he added.

Turkish

Chief of
General...

From Pace 01
military cooperation were
also discussed. The digni-
taries expressed satisfac-
tion on current trajectory
of Pakistan-Tiirkiye rela-
tions while underscoring
the requirement of main-
taining close coordination
and enhancing defence
collaboration. Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir
highlighted  longstanding
brotherly relationship be-
tween Pakistan and Turki-
ye, rooted in shared history,
mutual trust, and strong
people-to-people ties. He
appreciated the support and
cooperation extended by
the Turkish Armed Forces
and reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to further
strengthening bilateral mil-
itary-to-military  relations.

Iran
prepared

for fair...

FroMm Packe 01
“If negotiations are fair and
equitable, Iran is ready to
participate in such talks,”
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said in a press
conference with his Turk-
ish counterpart in Istan-
bul. Araghchi said no talks
between Tehran and Wash-
ington were currently ar-
ranged. Regional allies, in-
cluding Turiye’s, the United
Arab Emirates, and Saudi
Arabia, have been engag-
ing in diplomatic efforts to
prevent a military confron-
tation between Washington
and Tehran. In response
to US threats of military
action, Araghchi said Teh-
ran was ready for either
negotiations or warfare.

Pak Notifies
revised...

From Pace 01
Export Control Division’s
regular review process to
ensure that Pakistan’s
national controls remain
up to date, effective,
and aligned with inter-
national standards. This
notification underscores
Pakistan’s resolve to
further strengthen its
export control regime
and reaffirms its role as
a responsible technolo-
gy-holder state, firmly
committed to the objec-
tives of non-proliferation
and the fulfillment of its
international obligations.

Anger as bid to ramp up Malaysia's foothall fortunes hackfires

Football has left an imprint all over these densely populated housing estates, which have produced
at least eight national players including legendary former international striker Safee Sali

KUALA LUMPUR: A hamdfisted attempt to
ramp up Malaysia’s footballing fortunes with for-
eign-born players has backfired, critics say, spark-
ing soul-searching and calls to redouble the focus

on homegrown talent.

Malaysian football was thrown into fresh chaos
Wednesday when the local governing body’s entire

executive body quit.

It was the latest twist in a saga over seven natural-
ised players who allegedly used forged documents

to join the national team.

FIFA accused the Malaysian foothall association
(FAM) of using doctored birth certificates to claim
ancestral links to the Southeast Asian nation - a
prerequisite for national selection - when none in

fact existed.

World football’s governing body suspended the
players and slapped more than $450,000 in fines

on the FAM.

The FAM and players appealed at the Court of
Arbitration for Sport, which has granted a stay on
the 12-month bans until the case is reviewed in late

February.

Malaysia is football-mad, but the country has never
qualified for the World Cup and is ranked 121, one

place above regional rivals Indonesia.

Long-suffering Malaysian fans had high hopes
when football authorities launched the naturalisa-
tion drive in 2018, ahead of qualifying for the 2022

World Cup in Qatar.

Gambia-born Mohamadou Sumareh made his de-
but for the national side in 2018 and several other

overseas-born players followed.

In all, 23 foreign footballers were granted citizen-
ship by late 2025.
But Malaysia failed to qualify for 2022 and fared no
better in trying to reach this year’s World Cup in
North America.
Throw in the scandal and many in the nation of 35
million people are baffled and angry.

“This is extremely embarrassing,” Ramkarpal Sin-
gh, a prominent lawyer and MP, told parliament
after Malaysian football made headlines for all the

wrong reasons.

“When we see the development of football in this
country dropping to this level, it’s very sad.

“This matter has affected the reputation and the
good name of the country,” Singh added.

Critics and football pundits believe ending the de-
pendency on foreign-born players and addressing

issues from the bottom up is the way forward.

“Malaysian football wouldn’t be in such a predica-
ment if there were structured grassroots develop-
ment involving all stakeholders,” said Haresh Deol,

an award-winning journalist.

ture,” he told AFP.

Critics say there are too few full-time football acad-

emies for homegrown talent.

laysian players lag their regional rivals.

told AFP.

“The question is: will they be good enough
to compete in Asia against the Koreans,
the Japanese? Are they able to compete on
a world level against the Brazilians or Ar-

gentinians?”

“It’s the quality.”

“To move forward we must pay a whole lot of atten-
tion to the grassroots: getting the right coaches,
playing enough matches and a proper infrastruc-

Shazwan Wong, who coaches teenagers at Kepong
football club - an emerging club in the capital that
competes in international tournaments - says Ma-

“Every year there will be new players com-
ing up to represent the national team,” he

“We won’t run out of players,” Shazwan said.

Ivan Yusoff says that naturalised players do not fully

appreciate what it means to represent the country.
“To me, this (naturalisation) doesn’t even make
sense,” said Yusoff, who coaches players around

sprawling Sri Melaka, low-income flats a stone’s

throw from the city centre.
Football has left an imprint all over these densely
populated housing estates, which have produced at

least eight national players including legendary for-

mer international striker Safee Sali.

“Why do we need outsiders? We're the ones who

want to make our country proud,” said Yusoff.
On a week day afternoon at a youth tournament at
Selangor FC - one of the country’s most successful

clubs - the forgery scandal is the last thing on the

minds of the young footballers.
Gurneeshan Singh Josen, 12, hopes to one day play

for Malaysia on the biggest stage.

“If I keep working harder, pushing myself to the
limits, I think in the future I will be able to play for
the national team,” he said.

“Previously I was not into football. But something

changed when I watched the World Cup... when I

saw Lionel Messi.”

“Then I knew, this is my passion,” he said. - APP
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Briefs

PSK
rebounds,
gains over

1,836 points

ISLAMABAD: The bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) on Friday witnessed
bullish momentum and
closed higher, gaining
1,836.37 points, a positive
change of 1.01 percent, to
close at 184,174.49 points
compared to 182,338.12
points on the previous trad-
ing day, according to PSX
data During the session,
the ready market recorded
a trading volume of 805.139
million shares with a traded
value of Rs 50.834 billion,
against 933.100 million
shares valuing Rs 66.413
billion in the previous ses-
sion. Market capitalization
increased to Rs 20.827 tril-
lion from Rs 20.618 trillion
a day earlier. Out of 484 ac-
tive companies in the ready
market, 258 advanced, 175
declined, while 51 remained
unchanged. K-Electric Lim-
ited topped the volume
chart with 81.416 million
shares, followed by Hascol
Petroleum with 66.472 mil-
lion shares and WorldCall
Telecom with 53.708 mil-
lion shares. The top gainers
included Unilever Pakistan
Foods Limited, which rose
by Rs 373.17 to close at
Rs 27,719.00, and Rafhan
Maize Products Compa-
ny Limited, which gained
Rs 99.55 to settle at Rs
10,075.00.—APP

Rupee gains
03 paisa
against US
Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee
on Friday appreciated by 03
paisa against the US Dollar
in interbank trading and
closed at Rs 279.77 com-
pared to the previous day’s
closing at Rs 279.80.
According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP),
the buying and selling rates
of the Dollar in the open
market were recorded at
Rs 280.60 and Rs 282.3, re-
spectively The price of the
Euro decreased by Rsl.24
to close at Rs 333.99 from
the previous day’s close
of Rs 335.23, according to
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese Yen
came down by 01 paisa and
closed at Rs 1.81, whereas
the exchange rate of the
British Pound witnessed
a decrease of Rs 1.74 and
closed at Rs 385.47 com-
pared to the previous day’s
Rs 387.21. The exchange
rate of the Emirates Dir-
ham and the Saudi Riyal re-
mained unchanged to close
at Rs76.17 and Rs 74.59,
respectively.—APP

FTO upholds
Customs

action in EFS

export case

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Tax Ombudsman (FTO) on
Friday upheld the legality
of customs proceedings in
a case involving exports un-
der the Export Facilitation
Scheme (EFS), ruling that
no maladministration was
committed by the customs
authorities A complaint re-
lating to customs proceed-
ings was examined under
the FTO Ordinance, 2000,
concerning a request for
rectification of an alleged
clerical error under section
155R of the Customs Act,
1969, said a news release.
The matter pertained to
exports made under the
Export Facilitation Scheme
(EFS), in which it was
claimed that certain export
Goods Declarations were
inadvertently filed under
the Commercial Exports
category instead of the EFS
tab. It was contended that
this discrepancy occurred
due to a clerical mistake
and that a formal application
for correction was submitted
to the concerned customs au-
thorities along with supporting
documentary evidence. The
record revealed that the case
was duly referred to the Reve-
nue Division for comments in
accordance with the law. In re-
sponse, the customs authori-
ties maintained that all ac-
tions, including cancellation
of EFS authorization, issu-
ance of show cause notice,
audit, and recovery pro-
ceedings, were undertaken
strictly in accordance with
applicable legal provisions
and prescribed procedures.
It was further said that the
issue did not fall within the
definition of maladministra-
tion under the Federal Tax
Ombudsman Ordinance,
2000.—APP

ICCI hosts roundtable conference of senior diplomats

ICCI President highlights Pak’s vast

trade, investment potential

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) organized a Roundtable Confer-
ence of Senior Diplomats and Commercial Counsel-
lors, aimed at strengthening economic diplomacy
and enhancing trade and investment cooperation
between Pakistan and the international business

communityAddressing the forum, Sardar Tahir [~ T 77T

Mehmood highlighted Pakistan’s vast trade and
investment potential by projecting an increasing-

ly businessfriendly environment driven by eco-
nomic reforms, improved ease of doing business,
and strong private-sector participation. He stated .
that Pakistan, and Islamabad in particular, offers a L.
secure and attractive ecosystem for foreign inves- |
tors, with growing opportunities across multiple l‘\‘ \-F :
sectors. He emphasized that ICCI has been playing =-. |

a proactive role in promoting exports and investment
by facilitating B2B linkages, organizing international
trade delegations, encouraging joint ventures, en-
gaging policymakers for regulatory simplification,
and providing market intelligence to exporters and
investors. He noted that ICCI remains committed to
acting as a bridge between the government, diplomat-
ic missions, and the business community to translate
opportunities into tangible economic outcomes. Sar-
dar Tahir Mehmood underlined the importance of
Commercial Counsellors and Economic Attachés in
facilitating market access, guiding businesses on
regulatory frameworks, and identifying emerging
opportunities. He said that structured and contin-
uous engagement with diplomatic missions would
help Pakistani businesses integrate into global val-
ue chains and diversify export markets. He briefly
referred to the Islamabad Sister Cities Initiative

=55

—

as one of the platforms supporting ICCI’s broader
economic diplomacy efforts. Additional Secretary,
Prime Minister’s Office, Zulfiqar Ali, in his ad-
dress, highlighted the Prime Minister’s initiatives
for promoting trade, investment, and exports.
Director General Trade Policies, Ministry of
Commerce, Shafeeq Ahmed Shehzad, informed
participants that comprehensive measures are
being undertaken to improve ease of doing busi-
ness, including tariff rationalization and policy
reforms. Ambassador of Yemen Mohammed
Motahar Alshabi, Economic Counsellors Em-
bassy of Japan, Kazakhstan, Head of Chan-
cery Malaysian High Commission, Second
Secretary Embassy of Vietnam, Deputy head
of Mission Embassy of Azerbaijan, Commer-

]
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cial Counsellors Embassy of Belarus, Bosnia
Minister Counsellor Embassy of Sri Lanka,
First Secretary Embassy of Iran, Researcher
from Embassy of South Korea, Deputy Head
of Mission Embassy of Tunisia, and representa-

tive from Kyrgyzstan appreciated ICCI’s initia-
tive and termed Pakistan a promising destination
for trade and investment. They expressed their
countries’ interest in joint ventures and enhanc-
ing bilateral trade volumes. In his vote of thanks,
former ICCI President and Convener ICCI
Standing Committee on Diplomatic Affairs Zafar
Bakhtawari emphasized the importance of con-
nectivity and sustained institutional engage-
ment for promoting multifaceted economic re-
lations among countries. He also appreciated

the participation of diplomatic missions and
reaffirmed ICCI’s commitment to serving as a
platform for economic collaboration.
Vice President ICCI Tahir Ayub who conduct-
ed the proceedings as Master of the ceremony,
provided insightful references to the histori-
cal , geographical and economic significance
of the participating countries, while Convener
Islamabad Cities Initiative Sajid Igbal presented the
concept note of the roundtable. The conference was
also attended by ICCI Vice President Irfan Chaudhry,
Executive Committee members and a large number
of representatives from the trade and industrial com-
munity, who termed the event a significant step to-
ward strengthening Pakistan’s economic diplomacy
and international business engagement.

Senior

Denmark to expel
non-Danes if jailed
for one year or more

COPENHAGEN: Denmark will expel non-Danish citizens who have served prison terms of a year or more for serious
crimes, part of new measures to tighten immigration policy, the government announced Friday. “Foreign offenders sen-
tenced to at least one year in prison for serious crimes, such as aggravated assault and rape, should, in principle, be
expelled,” the immigration ministry said in a statement. Under current regulations, expulsions are not automatic, as Den-
mark complies with international conventions protecting the right to private and family life and forbidding inhumane treat-
ment. The Scandinavian country has, together with Britain, recently called on Europe to reform the European Convention
on Human Rights (ECHR), which safeguards fundamental freedoms. “It is right and necessary for European countries to
sit around a table and say that we prefer to protect our countries rather than protect offenders,” Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen told journalists. “When international rules were drafted, I don’t think anyone imagined that someone would
flee the Middle East to come to the best country in the world and start raping girls and women,” she said. “At the time, it
was absolutely not imagined that the victim would become the perpetrator. And I can assure you that, unfortunately, many
of them have,” she said. According to statistics from the immigration ministry, around 70 percent of foreign nationals sen-
tenced to prison terms of one year or more for serious crimes have been expelled. In addition, the government — which
insisted that “refugees must be in Denmark on a temporary basis” — plans to boost incentives for voluntary returns and
to tighten rules for foreigners in departure centers. Denmark also said Friday it would reopen its embassy in Syria and
establish cooperation with Afghanistan.= In the departure centers, some foreigners who fail to comply with their reporting
requirements will be required to wear electronic ankle tags. The reforms are expected to take effect on May 1.—APP

Indonesia to send
record number of
women officers to
assist Hajj pilgrims

“This training and guidance
program is therefore very impor-
tant, as this is where you all pre-
pare in order to understand the
extent of your duties, strengthen
coordination and come together

in unity and discipline for the

mission ahead
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s Ministry of Hajj and Umrah on Fri-
day concluded a training program for Hajj officers, a group
that this year includes a record number of female guides
to help Indonesian pilgrims perform the spiritual journey.
The world’s biggest Muslim-majority nation, Indonesia
sends the largest contingent of Hajj pilgrims every year,
comprising 221,000 people in 2026 They will be assisted
by more than 1,600 Indonesian officers who came from
different parts of the country to participate in a 20-day

Florida braces for frost
and possible snow flurries

MIAMI: Florida won’t be getting hit
with massive blankets of snow and ice
like the rest of the US, but even frosty
windshields and a few flurries can feel
like Antarctica to people with perma-
nent sandal tans. The Midwest and
South have been getting major winter
storms for several days, and a giant
cyclone forecast in the Atlantic Ocean
is expected to pull that cold weather
east as a powerful blizzard this week-
end. The worst seems to be heading
toward the Carolinas, but the Sunshine
State’s humans, animals and even plants
are preparing for winter weather. Ana
Torres-Vazquez, a forecaster with the
National Weather Service in Miami, said
a cold front earlier this week has already
caused temperatures to dip some, but
the region could experience record-set-
ting cold this weekend.“It looks like
temperatures across South Florida are
dipping into the 30s (Fahrenheit) for
most of the metro area and maybe into
the 20s for areas near Lake Okeecho-
bee,” Torres-Vazquez said. “And then
the windchill could make those tem-
peratures feel even cooler.” Residents
of South Florida are less likely to have
heavy coats and other winter clothes,
so Torres-Vazquez said it’s important to
layer up lighter clothing and limit time
spent outside. Moving north, Tony Hurt,

a National Weather Service forecaster
for the Tampa Bay area, said there’s a
10 to 20 percent chance of snowfall in
that region this weekend. “Most likely
if there’s any snow that does actually
materialize, it'll be primarily in the form
of flurries, no accumulations,” Hurt
said. The last two times the area got
snow was flurries in January 2010 and
December 1989. The record for snow-
fall was in January 1977, with 2 inches
(5 centimeters) of snow about 20 miles
(32 kilometers) east of Tampa. Despite
the possibility of snow, Tampa will host
the annual Gasparilla Pirate Fest on
Saturday. And on Sunday, the Tampa
Bay Lightning are set to host the Bos-
ton Bruins for an outdoor NHL game at
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ home NFL
stadium. Few tourists visiting Florida
will be swimming in the ocean or laying
out on sunny beaches this weekend, but
many attractions will remain open. Most
of Walt Disney World and Universal
Orlando will operate normally, though
their water parks will be closed. Most
of the state’s zoos and animal parks will
also remain open while keepers take
steps to protect the inhabitants. Zoo Mi-
ami spokesman Ron Magill said keepers
have been setting up heaters and mov-
ing reptiles and smaller mammals to
indoor enclosures, while primates like

Big cats and large hoofed

from keepers.“It can be
actually become more ac
ida’s native wildlife has

snaps, though casualties

But invasive, nonnative
iguanas and other exotic

be nature’s way of trying

continues.—Agencies

chimpanzees and orangutans are giv-
en blankets to keep themselves warm.

erally do well in colder temperatures
and don’t require much assistance

for animals like the tiger, so they’ll
said. utside the safety of the zoo, Flor-
learned to survive occasional cold

cur, Magill said. Manatees, for exam-
ple, have spent decades congregating
at the warm-water outflows of about
a dozen power plants around Florida.

suffer the most, Magill said. Iguanas
in South Florida famously enter a tor-
pid state during cold periods and even
fall out of trees. They usually wake up
when the temperature increases, but
many will die after more than a day of
extreme cold. “At the end of the day,
they don’t belong here, and that might

up a little bit,” Magill said. “That is a
part of natural selection.” Florida’s
agriculture industry is also bracing for
the cold. Farmers are working to safe-
guard their crops as winter harvest

training program in East Jakarta to prepare them for the
roles, ahead of the pilgrimage season in May. “Education
and training for Indonesian Hajj officers ... are carried out
as part of the operational preparations for the 2026 Hajj
pilgrimage,” said Puji Raharjo, director general of Hajj
management at the ministry, during the closing ceremony
on Friday. “This program is aimed at ensuring the phys-
ical, mental, technical and organizational readiness of the
officers in order to guide, serve and protect Indonesian
Hajj pilgrims.” Indonesia is sending more than 500 female
Hajj officers in 2026 — its largest group of women guides
yet. “This year, women officers comprise about 33 percent,
the highest in the history of Hajj management in Indone-
sia,” Arifatul Choiri Fauzi, the minister of women’s empow-
erment and child protection, told reporters. As over 55
percent of Indonesian Hajj pilgrims are women and most of
them are elderly, female officers can help ensure that they
are treated with more care and empathy, she added. Fauzi
said: “There are many issues that are more suitable to be
handled by female officers, things related to women’s issues,
assistance inside the room, or emergencies that concern the
privacy of the (women) pilgrims.”

The training program, which ran from Jan. 10-30, was aimed
at preparing the officers physically and educating them on ex-
isting Hajj policies and mechanisms, while also covering oper-
ational case studies and lessons on effective communication
and Arabic, as well as simulations of reallife situations relat-
ed to the pilgrimage. Indonesian Hajj officers will undergo a
round of training online in February, before another session is
held with reference to their departure locations in Indonesia.
“Every year, Indonesia sends the largest number of pilgrims
in the world. This fact demands us to be truly ready and or-
ganized with officers who are dependable. Hajj officers fill a
strategic role, you represent the state for the pilgrims, (and)
you represent the state in front of the world,” Minister of Hajj
and Umrah Mochamad Irfan Yusuf said while addressing this
year’s batch of Hajj officers. “This training and guidance
program is therefore very important, as this is where you
all prepare in order to understand the extent of your du-
ties, strengthen coordination and come together in unity
and discipline for the mission ahead.”—DNA
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Ahsan urges value-added exports to
achieve self-reliance at Gulfood 2026

Expressing satisfaction over Pakistan’s strong participation, Ahsan Igbal appreciated the efforts of the
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) and the country’s mission in Dubai for organizing a
vibrant and well-represented pavilion at the global food exhibition

DUBAI: Federal Minister for
Planning, Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives Professor Ahsan
Igbal has stressed the need for
value addition and export ex-
pansion to achieve economic
self-reliance, saying the govern-
ment was prioritizing export-led
growth under Uraan Pakistan,
during his visit to the Pakistan
Pavilion at Gulfood 2026.

“We are committed to promot-
ing productivity, quality and
innovation so that ‘Made in Pa-
kistan’ becomes a global symbol
of quality and our products are
visible on every shelf across

international
minister said while interacting
with Pakistani exhibitors The
minister toured various stalls
at the Pakistan Pavilion and met
exporters representing different
food and agro-based sectors. He
encouraged them to focus on
enhancing exports, improving
product standards and increas-
ing value-added offerings to
compete effectively in interna-
tional markets. Expressing sat-
isfaction over Pakistan’s strong
participation, Ahsan Igbal appre-
ciated the efforts of the Trade
Development Authority of Paki-

markets,” the stan (TDAP) and the country’s
mission in Dubai for organizing
a vibrant and well-represented
pavilion at the global food exhi-
bition. “I am very happy to see
that Pakistani exporters have
set up a large number of stalls
at the Gulfood Expo,” he said,
adding that such international
platforms created vital opportu-
nities for market access, brand-
ing and business partnerships.
Highlighting the government’s
policy direction, the minister
said that under Uraan Pakistan,
increasing exports was the fore-
most national priority to steer

rice and cuisine as part of soft
branding and agri-exports pro-
motion. TDAP Director General
(Agro Division) Athar Hussain
Khokhar and Trade & Invest-
ment Counsellor Ali Zeb Khan
briefed the minister on the Pa-
kistan Pavilion’s arrangements
and participation details.

The event was also attended
by Pakistan Business Council
Dubai Chairman Shabbir Mer-
chant and Rice Exporters As-
sociation of Pakistan (REAP)
Chairman Faisal Jehangir Ma-
lik, along with members of the
business community.—APP

the economy towards sustaina-
ble growth and reduce depend-
ence on external borrowing.
“If we are to permanently free
ourselves from reliance on the
IMF and foreign debt, there is
only one way forward - promot-
ing and expanding our exports,”
he remarked, noting with en-
couragement that many Paki-
stani companies were shifting
towards value-added products.
During the visit, the minister
also visited the Biryani Festi-
val stall established by TDAP
and appreciated the initiative
to promote Pakistani basmati

ISLAMABAD: Gold prices
declined sharply in the lo-
cal market on Friday as the
price of 24-karat gold per tola
dropped by Rs35,500 to set-
tle at Rsb37,362.

The price of 10 grams of
24-karat gold fell by Rs30,435
to Rs460,701, while the price
of 10 grams of 22-karat gold
went down by Rs27,900 to
Rs422,324, according to the
All Pakistan Sarafa Gems and
Jewellers Association.

Silver prices also witnessed
a downward trend, with the
price of 24-karat silver per
tola declined by Rsl,106
to Rsl1,069, whereas the
price of 10 grams of silver by
Rs949 to Rs9,489.

In the international market,
gold prices slipped by $355
to $5,150 per ounce, while
silver prices decreased by
$11.06 to $105.94 per ounce,
the association reported.—
APP

Putin thanks
UAE’s president
for Ukraine

mediation efforts

LONDON: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin thanked
his counterpart from the
UAE, Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed AlNahyan, on
Thursday for his mediation
efforts on the war in Ukraine
As Russian and Ukrainian ne-
gotiators prepare for another
round of peace talks, due to
take place in Abu Dhabi on
Sunday, the Emirati presi-
dent met the Russian leader
at the Kremlin during an of-
ficial visit to Moscow. Putin
“expressed his appreciation
to the UAE for hosting the
trilateral talks involving Rus-
sia, Ukraine and the United
States,” the Emirates News
Agency reported. Sheikh Mo-
hammed said he was proud
to have helped mediate pris-
oner exchanges between
Russia and Ukraine, and the
UAE was ready to “assist all
constructive efforts” regard-
ing important humanitarian
matters.—APP

Panama court
annuls Hong
Kong firm’s

canal port con-

cession

PANAMA CITY: The Pan-
amanian Supreme Court
on Thursday annulled the
concession allowing Hong
Kongbased CK Hutchison to
operate ports at the Panama
Canal, a year after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump threat-
ened to seize the crucial
passageway claiming China
controlled it. The Supreme
Court found the laws which
allowed CK Hutchison Hold-
ings to operate two of the five
ports of the canal “uncon-
stitutional,” according to a
court statement. The lawsuit
to cancel the concession was
brought before the Panama-
nian high court last year on
allegations that it was based
on unconstitutional laws and
that the Hong Kong business
was not paying taxes.—APP



Largest Diplomatic Magazine

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026

Islamahd POST

WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

Govt to coordinate with SECP
on time-bound reform agenda

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb
held a meeting at the Finance Division with the new leadership of
the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), led by
Chairman Kabir Ahmed Sldhu and Commissioner Ali Farid Khawaja

NEews DEsk

LONDON: Gold slid more
than 4 per cent on Friday
on rumours the Federal
Reserve could get a more
hawkish chair, but was still
on track for its strongest
monthly gain since 1980 as
investors flocked to the safe
haven amid lingering geopo-
litical and economic strains.

Spot gold lost 3pc to
$5,232.57 per ounce, as
of 05:20 GMT, after fall-

ing more than 5pc earlier.
It scaled a record high of
$5,594.82 on Thursday.
Prices have risen more
than 20pc so far in January,
heading for a sixth straight
monthly gain and the larg-
est monthly advance since
1980. US gold futures for
February delivery fell 1.8pc
to $5,225.0 per ounce on
Friday. “So, a potentially
less dovish Fed Chairman
pick, a rebound in the dol-
lar, and gold giving way to
overbought conditions have
contributed to the decline
in the price of the precious
metal,” KCM Chief Trade
Analyst Tim Waterer said.
US President Donald Trump
said on Thursday he intends
to announce his pick to
replace Fed Chair Jerome
Powell on Friday, with spec-
ulation intensifying that the
nod will go to former Fed
Governor Kevin Warsh. “Ru-
mours that Kevin Warsh will
replace Jerome Powell as
Fed Chair have weighed on
gold during Asian trade,”
said Matt Simpson, a senior
analyst at StoneX.

The dollar recovered from
multi-year lows, supported
in part by the Fed’s deci-
sion on Wednesday to leave
interest rates unchanged,
but was poised for a second
straight weekly decline.

A stronger dollar makes
greenback-priced gold more
expensive for overseas buy-
ers. Markets still expect two
interest rate cuts in 2026.
Gold exports from Switzer-
land to the UK, home to
the world’s largest over-the-
counter gold trading hub,
jumped to their highest
since August 2019, customs
data showed on Thursday.
The Hang Seng Gold ETF
surged more than 9pc on its
trading debut in Hong Kong
in the previous session.

ECP reinstates
two Punjab

legislators

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has restored the
membership of two Punjab
Assembly lawmakers after
they submitted mandatory
asset declarations for the
financial year 2024-25.

Malik Atbar Khan (PP-5,
Attock) and Muhammad
Dawood Khan (PP-273,
Muzaffargarh) had been
suspended on January 16,
2026, for failing to comply
with Section 137(1) of the
Elections Act, 2017, which
requires legislators to file
annual statements of assets
and liabilities by December
31. Following the submis-
sion of their statements, the
ECP withdrew the suspen-
sion orders, enabling both
members to resume parlia-
mentary duties. - APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance
and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurang-
zeb held a meeting at the Finance Division
with the new leadership of the Securities
and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP), led by Chairman Kabir Ahmed Sid-
hu and Commissioner Ali Farid Khawaja,
who called on the Finance Minister.

The Finance Minister’s core team at the
Finance Division, including senior officers
overseeing debt management, capital mar-

ket development, and regulatory coordina-
tion, was also in attendance.

Welcoming the new SECP leadership, the
Finance Minister expressed confidence
that their extensive domestic and interna-
tional market experience would strengthen
Pakistan’s regulatory framework and accel-
erate the development of capital markets.
The meeting focused on aligning priorities
to deepen capital markets, diversify fi-
nancing sources for the public and private
sectors, and improve investor confidence
through efficient regulation, modern infra-
structure, and coordinated policy action.

The Finance Minister highlighted the Gov-
ernment’s move toward a more integrated
reform approach through the Capital Mar-
kets Development Council, with finalized
terms of reference aimed at shifting from
institution-specific silos to a horizontal,
system-wide market development agenda.
The objective, he noted, is to leverage
progress already achieved across various
market institutions while addressing gaps
that require regulatory reform, legislative
support, and inter-agency coordination.

A major focus of the discussion was the de-
velopment of Pakistan’s debt capital mar-

kets. The Finance Minister emphasized
the need to reduce reliance on banks as the
primary source of financing and to broad-
en participation by insurance companies,
asset managers, pension funds, and retail
investors, in line with sound asset-liability
management practices.

Investor onboarding and market access were
discussed as critical enablers of liquidity and
participation. The meeting reviewed the
need for faster, genuinely digital account
opening processes, risk-based KYC, and con-
sent-based portability of KYC across finan-
cial institutions. Improving ease of entry for
retail investors was identified as a priority,
particularly to channel participation from
informal or unregulated investment avenues
into the formal capital market.

The SECP leadership shared initial observa-
tions on regulatory frameworks for NBFCs,
SME-focused finance, and insurance, noting
the need to revisit and strengthen these
frameworks to support access to finance
while maintaining prudential oversight.
The discussion emphasized a regulatory
approach that enables business activity, re-
duces unnecessary procedural delays, and
promotes compliance through digital tools.
On the equity market side, the meeting
welcomed signs of improving IPO activity
and discussed measures to broaden par-
ticipation in equity capital market transac-
tions. The Finance Minister underscored
the importance of expanding the pool of
institutions able to support capital rais-
ing activity, enhancing competition, and
ensuring that market infrastructure has
adequate capacity to process increased
issuance without bottlenecks.

IWT dispute: India ordered to
submit hydropower records

Court of Arbitration backs Pakistan’s request for
hydropower data in treaty compliance proceedings

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has scored a key
procedural breakthrough in its long-run-
ning Indus Waters Treaty dispute with In-
dia after the Court of Arbitration directed
New Delhi to produce operational records
from two contested hydropower projects,
The News reported on Friday.

The Court of Arbitration, constituted un-
der the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty (IWT),
issued a 13-page Procedural Order direct-
ing India to submit operational loghooks
from the Baglihar and Kishanganga hydro-
electric plants by February 9, 2026, or for-
mally explain any refusal to do so.
Pakistan has been instructed to specify
the exact documents it seeks by February
2, 2026. A hearing in the Second Phase
on the Merits is scheduled to take place
in The Hague from February 2 to 3, re-
gardless of India’s participation.

A high-level Pakistani delegation, led by the
attorney general and including the Pakistan
Commissioner for Indus Waters, will depart
for The Hague on Saturday. Pakistan’s in-
ternational legal team and the ambassador
to the Netherlands will also join. Pakistan
has consistently argued that India has mis-
used the IWT’s hydropower provisions by
exaggerating installed capacity and antic-
ipated electricity load to justify excessive
water storage — a practice Islamabad says
directly undermines Pakistan’s water secu-
rity. The court agreed that the operational
records — known as “pondage loghooks”
— appear directly relevant and material to
the issues under consideration, particular-
ly in determining how installed capacity
and anticipated load should be calculated
for maximum permissible pondage. Pa-
kistan has indicated it may seek interim
measures to prevent further prejudice to
its treaty rights, including steps to halt
actions that could aggravate the dispute.

Lahore manhole tragedy: Victim's
husband accuses police of torture

LAHORE: The man whose wife and 10-month-old daughter fell into an open manhole near
Bhati Gate in Lahore has accused senior police officers of torturing him and trying to force a
false confession. The woman, Sadia, along with her 10-month-old daughter, Rida Fatima, died
after falling into a manhole near Bhati Gate in Lahore on Wednesday. Speaking to Geo News
exclusively, Ghulam Murtaza alleged that Superintendent of Police (SP) Bilal and Station
House Officer (SHO) Zain subjected him to torture and repeatedly pressured him to admit
that he had killed his wife. “They kept telling me to say that I committed the murder,” he
claimed, adding that the police wanted to forcibly extract a confession from him.

Murtaza further said that his cousin, Tanveer, was also detained along with him during
the interrogation. Rejecting any claim of a domestic dispute, he said there had been no
quarrel with his wife and that he had come out with her for a walk. He further said that
he had informed the police that he saw both of them fall with his own eyes. According
to him, the police officers repeatedly told him that he was lying. Murtaza also said that
the police had taken away his mobile phone. His remarks come a day after the Punjab
CM ordered for dismissal and arrest of four officials, including the project director,
project manager and safety in-charge of the ongoing construction project. Chairing an
emergency meeting at the Lahore airport lounge upon her return from Bhakkar. - APP
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DAMASCUS: The Syrian government and the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) group declared a ceasefire
deal on Friday that foresees a phased integration of Kurd-
ish forces with the state, staving off a potentially bloody
battle for the northeast. The sides announced the agree-
ment after government forces under President Ahmed
al-Sharaa captured swathes of northern and eastern Syria
from the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) this month, forc-
ing the Kurdish forces to retreat into a shrinking enclave.
The fate of the SDF, which once held a quarter or more
of Syria, has been one of the biggest issues looming
over the country since fighters led by Sharaa toppled
President Bashar al-Assad 14 months ago. US envoy
Tom Barrack, who has been closely involved in medi-
ation efforts, declared the agreement “a profound and
historic milestone in Syria’s journey towards national
reconciliation, unity, and enduring stability”.

Deal aims to unify Syria: Under the agreement, forces that
had amassed on front lines in the north would pull back
and Interior Ministry security forces would deploy to the
centre of the cities of Hasakah and Qamishli in the north-
east, both held by the SDF. The agreement includes the
formation of a military division that will include three SDF
brigades, in addition to the formation of a brigade for forc-
es in the SDF-held town of Kobani, also known as Ain al-Ar-
ab, which will be affiliated with the governorate of Aleppo.

Governing institutions established by the Kurdish-led
groups in the northeast are to be merged with Syrian state

institutions. Damascus and the SDF first struck an inte-

gration deal last March, but made scant progress towards
implementation before a year-end deadline, paving the way
for government forces to go on the march.

Noah Bonsey, senior adviser with the International Crisis
Group think-tank, said the deal was “a potentially historic
turning point”. “It looks like both sides have succeeded in
defining a middle ground that works for both of them on
some incredibly difficult questions,” he said.

“It spares northeast Syria what could have been a really
ugly military showdown. Implementation will be tricky.
There are a lot of challenges ahead,” he said, adding that
he was waiting to see all the terms.

An SDF statement said the deal “aims to unify Syrian terri-
tory and achieve full integration in the region by strength-
ening cooperation between the concerned parties and uni-
fying efforts to rebuild the country”.

Syrian state-run broadcaster Allkhbariya published an al-
most identical statement, citing a government official.

A senior Syrian government official told Reuters the deal
was final and had been reached late on Thursday night, and
that implementation was to begin immediately. The Unit-
ed States has been closely involved in efforts to mediate
a deal between the sides for almost a year. The SDF was
once Washington’s main Syrian ally, helping the US mili-
tary fight the Islamic State. But its position grew weaker
as President Donald Trump built close ties with Sharaa.

WHO sees low risk of

Nipah virus spread
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NEW DELHI: There is a low risk of the
deadly Nipah virus spreading from India,
the World Health Organisation (WHO) said
on Friday, adding that it did not recommend
travel or trade curbs after two infections
were reported by the South Asian nation.
Pakistan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam are among the Asian
locations that tightened airport screening
checks this week to guard against such a
spread after India confirmed infections.
“The WHO considers the risk of further
spread of infection from these two cases is
low,” the agency told Reuters in an email
on Friday, adding that India had the capaci-
ty to contain such outbreaks.

“There is no evidence yet of increased
human-to-human transmission,” it said,
adding that it has coordinated with Indian

health authorities. But it did not rule out
further exposure to the virus, which circu-
lates in the bat population in parts of India
and neighbouring Bangladesh.

Carried by fruit bats and animals such as
pigs, the virus can cause fever and brain
inflammation. It has a fatality rate ranging
from 40 per cent to 75pc, with no cure,
though vaccines in development are still
being tested. It spreads to humans from in-
fected bats, or fruit they contaminate, but
person-to-person transmission is not easy
as it typically requires prolonged contact
with those infected. Small outbreaks are
not unusual and virologists say the risk to
the general population remains low. The
source of infection was not yet fully under-
stood, said the WHO. It classifies Nipah
as a priority pathogen because of a lack of
licensed vaccines or treatments, a high fa-
tality rate, and a fear it could mutate into a
more transmissible variant.

No confidence
motion against

Karachi
mayor on cards
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KARACHI: The opposition
leader in Karachi Metropol-
itan Corporation (KMC) on
Friday announced a no-con-
fidlence motion against
Karachi Mayor Murtaza
Wahab, accusing the local
government of failing to
protect citizens following
repeated deadly incidents
across the metropolis.
Addressing a press confer-
ence in Karachi, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami (JI) Karachi Naib Emir
Saifuddin Advocate stated
that the city has been mourn-
ing since the Gul Plaza trag-
edy, which left dozens dead
and destroyed the livelihoods
of hundreds. He added that
successive incidents had left
citizens feeling abandoned,
with no one willing to take
responsibility, noting that
people were dying due to
water tanker accidents, dog
bites, and robberies.

The KMC opposition lead-
er alleged that criminal el-
ements had overwhelmed
the city, saying government
officials believed that just
holding meetings was gov-
ernance. Saifuddin added
that governance would be
evident if institutions were
performing their duties ful-
ly and on time. He also held
Karachi’s =~ Commissioner
Syed Hassan Naqvi respon-
sible for negligence, stating
that institutional failures
and mismanagement had
already been highlighted
earlier by JI Chief Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman. “We had
already said that all institu-
tions in Karachi have col-
lapsed, but the government
refuses to accept it,” he
added. He alleged that the
Sindh government wanted
all institutions to operate
under its direct control.

South Africa
expels

Israeli envoy
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PRETORAL: The South Afri-
can government has declared
Israel’s top diplomat in the
country “persona non grata”
and given him 72 hours to
leave, said the foreign minis-
try. It follows “a series of un-
acceptable violations of dip-
lomatic norms and practice
which pose a direct challenge
to South Africa’s sovereign-
ty,” it said in a statement.
The charge d’affaires, Ariel
Seidman, is “declared per
sona non grata” and “re-
quired to depart from the
republic within 72 hours”.
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