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Pak joins Trump
peace board for
‘peace’ in Gaza

Pakistan reaffirmed its commitment to
playing a constructive role within the
Board of Peace to help achieve these
objectives and to alleviate the
suffering of the Palestinian people

Pakistan res ||IYI||ld
constructiv

Lx commitment
hin the Board of P

playing a
w help

DNA

Achieve thess and te alleviate the suffer-
ISLAMABALY: Pakistan has docid ing of the I’al\-
Dyamald Trump's Beard of Fe Ti
annonneed en Wednesday, as |-=|.um|.
za, The

to xlnh||||5‘ in T
q L

l
prisaners. bsmel has continued i
more than 460 Palestimins kilked in chashes since
Under future phases whose detadls have yet 1c

1 the state.
was extended last

woek after 1 ibent Trumy tinistration comtocted  maored cut, Hamas is
alehal figures e join the board and related hodies overses-  withdmw
o istrat

The FO said that F alﬂxlan exp ulated
fishiment of the Baard of Pe:

crole steps Lowar

ritury. Bat na
onl the plan. & day e
ard of Peace *n:

said, | helieve you
the patential is =0 gn
He said,

L dod
s the United Nat
UN contine

action of the wa
amabad also f

" when askics
that bins abaraned in-
been very helphal
never (e ap
briefing. The Whi
5 who will sit on the
[ﬂ(au Maren Rubao, Truwmg
T H..n»h prime myinEter
. Jared Kus

nd palitic
gitimacy and
stement, this proc
indepenie

w
nt UN resolutions,
shauld result
wereign and
0 pre-1067 bor.

1.
d |mm|. 5 s

DAVOS MEET
Trump says US will
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The Indus River Basin, the Pakistani envoy said, sustains one of the world's largest
contiguous irrigation systems, provides over 80 percent of Pakistan's agricultural
water needs, and supports the lives and livelihoods of over 240 million people
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Journalists asked
to sign pledge

NEWs DESK
NEW DELHI: Police in Indin-occupied Kashmir asked
al least three journalists working in the region to
slgn a pledge vowing not to “disturb peace™ in the
region, twn of them told Reuters on Wednesday, A
ird jonrnalist, an assistant editor with the Indian
Express newspaper, was summoned to a police sta
tion in Srinagar, the capital of the federal territory,
but did not sign the ulu-me. ithe newspaper said
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ing its y in 2019, lnying out
rules for bow the region is covered and reported. A
spokesperson for Srinagar police did not immediate-
Iy respond 1o a request for comment from Reuters.
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DAVOS: Prime ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharil meeis
with Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund
Ms. Kristalina Georgicva on the sidelines of 56th Annual
meeting of the World Economic Forum, — DNA

In National Assembly
Bill passed to
keep lawmakers
assets ‘confidential’

Elections Amendment Bill now requires
approval from Senate and assent from
president before it can become law
PTI leaders
oppose change
in voting age
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LAHORE: Five senior PT1 leaders in-
carcerated al Lahore's Kot Lakhpat on
Wednesday opposed any change in the
vating age, asking whether these “op-
erating in the dark”™ were afraid of the
youth's power, Shah Mahmood Gureshi
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Pak-Uzbek textile industrial
zone proposed in Uzbekistan

President Mirziyoyev’s visit to open new avenues of trade and investment:Tahir
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136,000 metric tons
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National
Days and

Armed

Forces Days

JANUARY

Jan 01/ CUBA
Revolugion Dy

Jan U1 { Palestine
Palestine Revodation Ehay

Jan 01 [ Swdan
Nationa! Day

Jar 0| Myanmar
Todependence Dy
Jan 06 | Iy
Armed Forces Dy

Jan 12 | Tanzania
Armed Forees Day

Jan 14 | Uzhekistan
Armesd Fosces Day

Jan 15 Nigerin
Armesd Furces Dy

Jan 20 ( Maki
Armed Forces Ly
Jan 20 | Laos
Armed Forces iy
Jan 5 | Thailand
Armed Furoes Day
Jan 6 | Australia
National Day

Jin 26 | Tdia
Repuhlic Dy
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Ethiopian envoy underscores deep
commonalities between Ethiopia, Pak

Ethiopian ambassador Dr. Oum
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SC grants

bail to

accused held under
child marriage act

After hearing the arguments,

the Supreme Court

granted postarrest bail to the accused, Muhammad
Irfan, on submission of surety bonds worth Rs100,000
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Twin cities
move closer
to permanent
water solution
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Over 30 beggars
detain Blue Area

FSLAMABATK The district administration has detained mose:
than 0 beggars during 2 cradsdown carried oot in Blue Amra
anrh uther parts of the federl capital, afficils sl on Wednes:
iy, The action s part of an onping effort odiscoumge e
sinal begging and address redated msues in busy ublic spac-
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reportod on 3 daily basis. The district administration stated
that thwe crackdown aimes ba curh arganised begging and redios
its presence in pablic plaoss. Offscals sid such actaties oilen
ereate gribbens for pedestriang and mctorists, especially al
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enforcament agencies, Palice support was provided during
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at public places.—INA
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Iran situation
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Junaid calls
for maritime
safety

[SLAMABATEFederal Min:
ister for Maritime Affairs
Mubammad Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry on Wednesday
sl advanced spaci-based
nimitormy systems could
pay a vital robe i safe-
guaTling  sess, improving
maritime management and
sirenythening s
to environmestal threats.
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addition. afficiaks outlined

RCCI hosts meeting
with U.S. agri delegation

The delegation included Ms. Sarina Welsh, Southeast Asia Representative, USA Pulses and U.S. Dry
Beans Council; Mr. Russell Allen Kehl, President & CEO, Farmer Bean & Seed, LLC (USA); Mr.
Shane Durwin Berntson, Manager Food Products

DRA

RAWALEINDE A highelevel meeting with
a visiting 115, spricultural delegation was
held at the Rawalpindi Chamber of Come
merce & Industry (ROCH), chaired by
RCCL Presileat Usman Shaukat. The
delegation was led by My Timothy Paul
Welsh, Southesst Asia Represontative

and Managing Director of AgriSaures
Lid., Bangkak.
lIL'|¢u>t||gm

Co
The: included Ms. Sarina
W Asiz Representative
Dry Beans Council;
Rus;.l'll Allen Kehl, President & CEO,
Farmer Bean & Seed, LLC {USA) Mr
Shane Durwin Berataon, Manager Food
Products, Merus Companics (USAk Mr.
Austin Rohert Chandonnet, Marketing &
tirawer Relations Manager, Bayside Hest
Beams (USAY; and Mr. Mark Drics, Coun-
solag, Office of Agricaltural Affairs, 1.5,
Embazsy [slamabad

nior Vica t Bhalid Faroaq (i,
Vice Pressdent Fahad Bardas, Farmer Prs.
slent Dr. Hassan Sarosh Akram, Executiv
Commities membess, and seclorspes

Duriag the

latians,
and ppri

cussed strengthening bilateral trde e
particularly in palses, dry heans,

dedegation highlighted RCCT's sirateg]

intersct bath sides di

Funjab and adjobning regh
] the putental for e
er finkage:
partnership

ural commudities, The 115

5, anid gl
ganding huyersell-
, market access, and long-erm

e President RCCI Usman Shaukat

tween Pakistan and the United Sea
nrked that such engagements hefp
local busmesses with internatinal mar-
b knowtedge sharing, and

uider-

plans fﬂr e and rescue | representatives alsa attended the mecting, ; i 3 . B, - SNCCUPNR
aperations within pational portance a5 i regional trading hub seeving  scored the importace of fostering sasiain-  enhance nutual trest.
maritime bound -

eraging satellite technotopy
and aridhicial  intellige
o enhance efficiency and
respse

Chaudhry stressed the im-
pirtanee of leverging
salellite technology  to
tackle environmental and

gical challenges, in-
cluding the impacts of cli-
te change and disaster
risks facing the country’s
caustline and maritime sec

tor—APF

Shezra calls
on PTI to play
responsible
opposition
role

ISLAMABAL: Minister
of State for Environment
Dr. Shezra Mansah Al
Bhan Eharal on Wednes
day eriticized FTL sy

itz demand for oppeosi
leaders wos fulfilled
the party remained focused
anly on securing lmiean

mle in Par
While  speaking
ta PTV News channel she

e
Tinment.

skl that & responsible op
pesition was the key to &
strong demscracy. adding
that
helieved in the democr
process and were commi
ted 1o irengthening perlis-
mentary traditions, Sho em-
phasized that construciive
criticism and  meaningful
participation i Parliament
wore gssontisl for addross
ing public issues, nrging
Appasition arties b move
beyond perssasl sgendss
and cuntribute positively Lo
demacestic stahility.—APP

all allied parties. truly
ic

Constructive
parliamentary
role vital for
opposition
ISLAMABAD: Minister

of State for Finance Bilal
Azhar Kayani on w‘-dncs.

Food safety,

price control

provincial subjects

TSLAMABAD, Jan E1 (APPxFuderal Minister for National
al Assembly on _lhdnwias' that poultry prices,

iom mechanisms were the ey

. fond gl
the 18th Canstatutional Amendment. Respapding to questions in the Hause, the minister said

Foud Security and Research Rama Tanveer Hussain told the

y enforcement and market price control @1l under provie-

ity af privvincss] food authorities established in all provinees,

He sand Pumjab was Lhe lirst provinee Lo set ap a food safety authority, which now regulardy mapects restaurants, meal

o &l ather feod outlets,On the issue of poaliry prices, Rana Tanveor Hussain sad price control was a devolv
suhject and lay entively with the provinees. “The federal govornment does net fix prices,” he said, advising lawmakors

take: price-related Esnes to their respective provincial gevernments. He added that provincal admingstrations, inclad ing
Punjab, inlervened in markets when necessary. The mmaster sard the povernment was working Lo expand Pakistan's meal
cxport potential by addressing animal health challenyes, particalardy footantmouth disease (FMI. He said 16 FMD-
Fres: gones had been vstablished in Punjab asd weee expected to bocome filly compliam within theee pears, which woslit

help improve access to international markets. He |||rn| ‘med the House that a Rs’
Py

3 billon pro

had bean approved

under the Public
of hivestock diseases,
al meatl supply, noting that secund 45 per ¢
disruptions caused by border closares with
explored to sustain experts of key agricultural products.
but shipments worth around 35 million had heen made

tar

imchuding FMD and pmlllr\' n.]nh_l| ||]un.3u':|
5 nf af meat production was consumned dome
hanistan, Rana Tameeer Hussain sail alternntiv

1 disease and treatment
he prisject b ased, wold alic elp iwgrove
stically, Referrnng to tra
rotatis fad bean
He =aid exports of kinnow and potatoes had been affected,
threagh alternative routes, including via Iran. He said he

wia nol aware of any major peultey exports being affected by the Alghan border situation, adding that exporters of

other ageicultural products had eaised concerns
cated econe

can anly b

momy,”

incloding rice, kinmow and moize, was being closely monitored and that the government intervened whenever de
Referring to recent lssnes faced by rice exporters, he said a committes had besn
w atopes had zince been approved. He said the impect of these measuros
ming two menths, with exports likely to surpass last year's fignres —DNA

lays or dectines were reported
formed to address the matter and coreoct
witk expected to hecome evident in th

b wore subsequently addressed. Highlighting the gevernnent’s
nic strategy, the ministor said Prime Minister Shohbaz Sharif had emphasised the aeed ta
rts far sustainable econamic growth. “While remittances have reached around §41hn, |

jr-term stability
CTass Sectol

he said. He added that expart perfarman

Over 200 illegal cabins
outside homes removed

ISLAMABAL: The district administration has removed
289 illegad cabins built outsxle homes across the feder
capital as part of s ongeing drive against encroachments,
acoarding 1o an official report released on Wedneaday, The
inchuding
et said
s im their

mers conduled m-umi
respective jurisdictions after recoiving clear directions
fram the Deputy Commissioner lslamabad. The aim --[
the campaign is to clear gublic spaces and ensure
are placed onlside resiential propertie:
cording Lo the district admin-
the action targoted cabins that had been set
up outside honses wit These structures
were fannd accupying forpaths, green helts, and ather
areas meant for common use. The administration
atated that such encroachments cause problems for res.
sdents and reateict public movement. The operation was
it with the support of teams from the District
Municipal Administration (DAY, Capital Development
Authoraty (CDAY and the lstamabad Pali Officaals
aaid joint teams were formed o ensure smooth execy-
tinit of the drive and 1n maintain order during the remay-
al procass, Deputy Commissioner Islamabad directed all

assistant commissieners to lake action without discrimi-

People’s train
service marks
milestone: Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Fodersl Minster for Rallwsys Muhasnad
1Ia!||[ Abhasi %dmﬁd-w sald that the Peogle's Train Service
E Hend of
bet\vncn an F(mlways arel the provinenl gvermment,
urlmng it a5 4 milestane in the provision of affordable and
trarsporiation in the province. e expressed these
wmls d-lnnu 3 mecting with Chief Minsster of Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugth. at the Chicf Minister's Secretarat i Guel:
ta, kaid a mews neleise, The mecting neviewed and finalized
pint development nitiatives. between the Goveenawnt of
Balnchistan and Pakistan Railways, During the meetisg, bath
sides neached & pnncnﬂtdwwwnm an oruwbnﬂtm develog-
Sk the Penibe's
Tratin Service, aited 2l bowcrest, sk aand redmbles trne
o facilites to the people of Bakochiszan, The misster 2 dat
for tha first time i the T8pear history of Pakistan Raitways, 8
decision hias boen takem to devolve milway operations al the
yvincial e, wilh Bachistan taking the ke in this hastoes:
ittt He snd that such coltibemstion neflects rmowing trust
and strempthened coodination betsean the federstion and pro-
wincial gvernments. On the sccasion, Chid Minister Mir Sar
rae Bugti amnedanoed that Rs 14 billion would be relessed within
thee curreant week for the People's Tram Service project. He said
thiat follwwmsy the Sernb-Koddak roate, the servics winkd be
wsitended do Mustrmgz and Pashin in e neat phase. The Chiel
Minister reaffarmed that the Governmest of Balochistan would
e the necessary resaurces for the Uwil.ﬁldi’ﬂ of mitway
stabions aned the uppradateon of cilway infmstnsdure. e ome
st that thee nevival of Che clvar system and the prevson
d affordabie tenwd fackties romain among the top prioritss of
thi priwincal gessermment. Infarming thie meeting, Hanif Abbas
s that all three prvieces bave shown koen interest i lausch-
g bl venibwry seervicess however, Balochstin has- demanstrat:
e el lesbership by labing comerete steps i this regpand.
He: Lot Chief Mamistor Bugtis effectine loadership and dear
\nmn. lmmmz it " maodul of intenpasmmental coapesition,
u-@s\miaﬂmck

able trade and economic cooparation be- | 2

Economy faces
pressure
despite
modest
signals of
recovery
DNA

[SLAMABAD:  As  recest
IMF projections and_ cur
rent accousl daia und
score continued  pressure
an the Pakistan econonmy,
traders warn that plicy
missleps are uidermining
any gains from a feagile -
covery, Following the IMF's
decision ta lower Pakistan's
growth outlock and the ne
tirn of the cubrent accousl
to A deficit in December,
hasiness leader and former
president of the Jslamabad
Chamber of Commerce,
Shahd Rashoed Buti, said
the figires point b structur
al woaknos: mather than
temporary fluctumtions. In
a statement jssuel oday,
Bait argued  that flawed
tax and enernzy are
harming the my by i
creasing coals broadly am
deterring investment.

The IMF has cut Pakistan's
GIP growth projection for
the angoing Fiscsl yoar to
42 percent, down
an earber estimate of 5.6
percent. Such projecticng
reflect the failure to create
canditions  for  sustained
wpamsion, noling that fre
quent changes m g eiles
and heavy reliance on indi
rect laxation are hurting
sUmpLEan &nd econo
activity. He said that hagh
electricity and gas tarilfs
remain A costral consiraing,
enpcially for small and me-
Amm amerprises operating
it this marying. Many basi-

 Timriting job
creation at a time when e
pbe are abnsdy strugling
with inflation and weak s
wome growth,

ing >|I|I'.|||u>
in Nevember, the curre:
accoant reverted Loa dmm
in December, primarily due
o b seep Fiso in imports.
The imbalance is intensi
fied by stagnant expc
abserved. Shahid k‘:\du_-ul
Bait noted ihat semittasces
ot i crithcal
Bl cAyivg on them is
not 3 substitute for exportded
growth. He called fura nesed in
tax and eneegy policy, specifi-
aally meommending targed
tix meentives, streamlined en-
engy tariffs, and tmnsparency

stinued inaction will
through higher T
|n[l cosly and weaker emy
ok g-ymu.nt proapects, while
Face declining
155, The
must  focas
an structurl reforms o
simplify the tax co
achieve regulatory consist-
ency to stabilise grimwth
and reduce recurring hal

government

nation, He mads it clear that nao individual or area would ¥ o atress,

b tresated di Iy during the ¢ Thete i o gl .
e e o . | Eboration between Pakistan Radways and the Gowrnment ol |~ tather Cthan on short-

peeminaion for aayone Lo build & cabin or aty Leucture Pahecliitan,~DONA term fixes.—A

outside their house in the form of an

[eputy Commissiener said while Fsuing instruckinns ko
liedd wfficers, He further stated that encroachments, re
waridloss of their mature or location, would be removed
in all cases. The administraticn emphaszed that public
land cannut be used for private purposes and that strict
action would contimue against viclations. Officials said
the drive aginst illegal cabins i part af 2 'Iwmll('r ellart
Lo improve managenent of public sps in the ¢
The district administration plans te u,nu"m inepectinns
in ather sectors o identify and remove similar structores,
The: administration als app to citirens to coaperte
with authorities. The Depaty C urged resibents
to anform the adminisieation shout enceoachiments i their
areas, He s poblic support is important 1o enseme timely ac-
tiem and b prevent the reappeammce of ilfiogal sroctares, Res-
irfenls wene advised not Lo sel up cibing, stalls, or any form of
construction eutsade their bomes, The admmistration wirned
that ssch structures wobd be remned, ani legal sctivn coald
alen b taken where nocessary, —APP

day said the
should move beyond co
ditions, engage i di-
Tegue with the gevernment
and work together on the
pablic agend pressing
hope that apposition lead-
ers would play a comstruc
tive role, While apeaking
tia local news channel, he
=aid the opposition shiuld
move bepond conditions
and engape in diabogue
with the government. He
axpressod hope that newly
emerged appesition lear-
ers would work copstric.
tively in Pardiamom and
help move forward on the
public agends. He men-
tioned that the dialogue
process initiated  under
the Speaker's leadership
was halted due Lo the

reperivns Attitade of the
PTI. Minister added that

despite this, the prime
minsster had repeatedly
extended offers for dia-

Togue to resive pal
issues through  consulta-
timn Kiyani appealed to o
iion leaders to partick

tions, ndding, maintaining
a wingle, fcused agenda
was key to advancing the
pablic iaterest, APP

The Silent Witness

Hania Knavio

When we think of & crime scene, the
first thing that con o our mind is
“Hlood®. Blood covering every inch of
a crme scene with & body or twe i
the geoers| imag
by miovies,

newvels
news, Bt as the wirld is
g and evolving ini 2 digital
mierconnected system, the minds of
the orimisals aro lso getting sha

As our criminals are ln-Jn- Jllh‘.’“
nemadays than they we
wsmlly fied a crime scene mm i
trace of blood of 8 body. Such & clean
evalu
Theugh our smart criminals clean
the crime scene and make it spothess,
they leave a silent witness, This wit-
niess dova’t have a face bat what it
dirzs ave §s  Aegerpring, 1t not the
sl fingerprint mther it's
kind af fingerprint widely known as
thee linguistic [ et the idwlect
What cxscily s a linguistic finges
,..-.u(’ It onir words that we speak,
epe, very human heing has
a ml{ enl selection af words that are
45 imicue 33 the persoa’s IJN Just
as o fingerprint is ind. =0
woonr Taguktic fingo rpfml. Hines,

criminats leave thair Bnpuiste fingers
prints, unkmowingly- & sigeature that
belungs entirely just 1o them in the
whale unwerse,
Criminals, whether oldfashicned or
madern, have 1o uee laoguage in
der to plan, process and erecate the
crime, Language appars in the farm
af threal messiges, ransom nobes,
phone calls, Lexts and secisl media
aceouits of the criminals, Forensic
linguists amalyze the favorite words,
specific spelling mistakes and even
the ke way somenene wses pumcli
atinn to unnesk the smart comiinals,
Sometimes this ‘silent witness' &= the
unly [hmu Ihai = ledl for the crime
> In 2048, a man named
Lhmk:[ Ih\r Birks called the emer
sency halpline Late at might informing
them of & fire that had broken out at
hiz residence. Alter the arsival of the
Tescue team he urged them Lo sive his
named Amanda wh was trappesd
i the bedrovan, The team tred their
best bat the woman didn't survive,
with er cause of disath unedear but b
evedd Lo be the fire. The hushand was
left weeping and shouting, grieving
forr his wile. Tharing the ongaing inves
tigation, the defectives came across
ries of txts from Amanda Birks'
relatives hefore the fire

btk out. The texts exphiised Anan-
da's plans to light candles foe some
Kind of therapy. The furensic linguisis
informed the detectives that these
texts do mot match Amanda’s idiclect.
The key mistake that gave the mumlw
e wway was the use af abbreviats
that Amanda had mever used in her
texts. Later on, as Lhe investimation
proceeded, the texts from Amanda
during the fise ngght were found out
tar b the hundred pescent maul: e
her hushand's idiolea. Tl % that
were suppased Lo sive M Hmn« amd
=hift the hlame for the fire on Amanda
ltimately bod him to jail,

In this age of digital mnevations

and  modernization, criminals
may erse their physical and
digital fostprints but they can’i
erase their linguistic identity.

Forenzic Tlinguistics has emerged
as & pawerful weapan o tackle
even evidence-less crime scenes.
Mowadays, this silent witness is
used to make the smart .mm-
nals silent. Hemce, lamguage
not just a means o i
tion; it cam also be use
vide justice and for
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Lavish spendings
of rulers: a stark
contrast to Pakistan’s
struggling masses

N the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, where the economy Lee-
ters on the brink of collapse and millions grapple with abject
poverty, the ruling elite continue (o indulge in opolent dis-

plays of wealth that defy Jogic and decency, The recent second

marriage of Junaid Safdar, son of Punjab Chiel Mlmbl.e.r Maryam

Nawaz Sharil, exemplifies this glaring hypocris !

amid extravagant celebrations, the event drew wide

icism for its lavish spending, with reports highlighting millions

poured into designer outfits, bespoke jewelry, and high-end ac
sories, Maryam Nawaz hersell became a focal Llf>|||‘ of backla

Social media erupted with accus 4 3

tivity, #s PML-N leaders, whe preach

e their own rules, |

usterity o Llu- masses, floul-
5 sn'l just a family affair; it's a symplom of

1o eurh extravagance and prom mplicity, 8 measure ostensibly
aimed at easing the burden on ordinary citizens during economic
hardship, Yet. for the rulers, no such constraints apply. PML-N fig-
ured fike Marrivum Aurangzeb also drew attention for their glow-ups
d ensembles, further fucling perceptions of elitism

hey urge the public to embrace frugality while their life-
styles scream exce This double standard is why Paki-
slan stagnates: one set of rules for the rich and poweriul,
another for the impoverished masses. Nowhere in true
democracies do such digparities thrive unchecked. In es-
tablished tems, leaders are held accountable, and pub-
lic funds aren’t siphoned for personal grandeur. But in
Pakistan, the divide is stark, As of 20 approximately
5% of the population lives below the poverty line, based
on updated World Bank thresholds of $4.20 per day.

This translates o over 107 million people seraping by on less than
PER 1200 daily, with extreme poverty affecting 16. 1]
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v s estimates. The national poverty rate surged
in 2023724, pushing 60.4 million into destitution amid
Flcmrh inflation, and instability,
Half the population-close (o 120 million-struggles below this grim
benghmark, with #2% unable 10 afford a healthy di
The human cost is heartbreaking. People are dying of hunge
parents, in despair, have resorted to killing their children because
they cannot feed them. Women are forced into selling themselves
to make ends meel. Undernutrition accounts for nearly hall of
under-5 child deaths, with 61 per 1000 live births not surviv
ing to age five. Acut 18% af children onder
five, and stunting impairs 40% 't abstract statistic
they're the realily in 4 mation blessed with resnurces but cursed
by mismanagemenl. Corruplion rules supreme, infilirating every
gevernment department, Not a single sector is free Trom it, Trang:
parency [nternational’s 2025 survey ranks the police as the most
corrupd at 24%, followed by tendering and procurement at 16
and the judm.bv il 14%, Bribery is rampant in public services,
with inefficient bureaucracy and impunity exacerhating Ihn.‘ issue.
The IMF's diagnostic highlights systemic !
that addressing corruption could Boost GDP by 546,
Money mikes the mare go here—

et Tive years,
nders are rigeed, budgets opague,
and political capture -A:lflg-« progresa, (Nficials engage in graft with
litthe fear, i re pourly eaforced,

The economy's fragility compounds this, Pakistan runs on IMF
loans and financial aupport from friends like Saudi Arabia and

Saudi deposits total $5 billion, with maturities in 2086, part of
$12 billion bilateral debts alongside China,

Under the IMF’s Extended Fund Facility, these must remain
intact, but optimism about ditching IMF aid soon rings hollow
amid persistent crises. The country begs for extensions, una-
ble to repay without them, When will we stand on our own feet?
When WI” we stop Lu.;kms. and learn to live with dignity and
spendings mock the poor’s suffering.
Tyl u[ inequality that hinders progress. Troe
change demands accountability, transparent governance, and
leaders who practice what they preach. Until then, Pakistan's
masses will continue to bear the bront of elite indulgence,
while the nation drifts further from prosperity.

Trump’s First Year That Shook the World Order

Qamar Bashir

of drone warfare extended the same logic nto
Africa and the Middle East. The pattern was con- most  powerful member. The concern was

ened by the withdrawal or disregard of their

The pressure expanded
outward. Warnings were
issued to Cuba, Argentina,
and Colombia. The terms
were simple and direct:
align with U.S. policy on
trade, security, and resource
access, or face economic
and political consequences.
Cooperation was defined as
compliance. Independence
was framed as defiance. The
Western Hemisphere, once
managed through diplomacy
and influence, now faced
what many governments saw
as a return to overt coercion.
This posture was reinforced
by continued military action
beyond the Americas. U.S.
strikes in Somalia, repeated
operations in Syria, and the
ongoing use of drone warfare
extended the same logic into

Africa and the Middle East

Y the time Donald Trump completed his o
first year in office this January, the world

he confronted was no longer governed by
the 1 of partnership h 1 or
shared rules, The central measage of his presiden-
cy, delivered repeatedly in speeches, interviews,
and policy acti was direct and unambiguous:
the United States would no longer bind itsell 1o
international institutions, international law, or
eollective decision-making if these did not serve
American power, American wealth, and American
control. Sovereignly, in this view, did not mean
equality among nations. 1t meant the freedom of
the strongest to impose outcomes on the rest.
This ideotogical shift was formalized through
the United States” withdrawal from dozens of in-
ternational and United Nations-linked organiza
tions. The administration described these bodies
, b , or obstacles o American
objectives. The practical effect was a blunt re-
jection of the postwar system buill on treaties,
irbitration, and rnu]nhin-m] governance. The
message to the world was clear: rules would 1o
longer be negotiated in international foroms;
they would be set by Washington, International
law, in this framing was replaced by national
power as the final authority.
This doctrine did not remain theoretical. [t was
applied openly, must dramatically in the Western
Hemisphere, The sitting president of Yenezue-
la was seized and transported o Mew York and
in detention. This was nol framed as a qui-
et legal matter. Donald Trump publicly stated that
the purpose wag to regain controf of Venezueli's
oil infrastructore, secure encrgy supply chains,
and redirect those resources toward the economic
atrength of the United Stales, 3
plicit: energy and natural resources were i
asgets, and ac i0 them was 4 matter of Ameri-
can national interest, not international negotiation,
The pressure expanded outward. Warnings were i
sued to Cuba, Argenting, and Colombiz, The terms
were simple and dire ign with 1LS, poficy on
trade, security, and resource access, or face eo-
nomic and political consequences. Cooperation was
defined as compliance. Independence was framed as
defiance. The Western Hemisphere, once managed
through diplomacy and influcnce, now faced what
MANY GOVETNMENTS 53w 35 4 returm 1o over] coerciom,
This posture was rein ntinued military
action beyond the Americas, 1LS. sirikes in Soma-
lia, repeated operations in Syria, and the ongoing

a

sistent: Washinglon would act where il judged iis
interests io be threatened, without waiting for in-
ternational authorization or consensus.
rope felt thi ©directly, The administration’s
stated desire to take control of Greenland, a terri-
tory tied 1o the Kingdom of Denmark, nat pre-
sented as a diplomatic proposal but as a strategic
obj uropean leaders u-spc\nd:d with unu-
sually direct language. Governments in Denmark,
Germany, France, and across the European Un-
ion stated plainly that Greenland’s future would
be decided only by Denmark and the people of
Greenland. The episode became a symbol of a
deeper rupture: the United States was no longer
sevn as a guarantor of Eurapean sovercignty, but
a5 a power willing Lo challenge
Canada experienced a similar break, Its econc-
my had been deeply integrated with the United
States, with the majority of its exporis flowing
south acress the horder, Energy, automebil
agricultural products, electricity, and critical mln
erals formed the backbone of this relations
Under Trump's pal . EEl
vulnerabilities, Tariffs and public rhetoric framed
Canadian dependence as a weakness that could be
exploited for political and economic gain,
Ottawa responded by changing course
bt_uunc o strnu:l\ prmrll\ nol just as a trading

on infr;mlr ¢

and energy de
ical shift. 1t was a calculation of risk. Reliance on
a single dominant pactmer had become a lability.
Biver: tion became natinnal pof
In the Gulf, Canada sought fargescale investment
from (atar, inviting capital into its energy and in-
dustrial sectors. The objective was direct: reduce
exposure to American pressure by embedding Can-
ada in a wider network of global finance and

(.fc o and wnilateral action. The institutions
designed to manage conflict through negoti-
alion—the United Nations, trade bodies, and
international courts—were described as weak:

nol abgtract, It was practical: without shared
rules, global stability would depend on power

balances rather than legal frameworks,
France’s clagh with Washington over the proposed
“Board of Peace” for Gaza fllustrated this new re-

ality. When Prezident Emmanuel Macron declined
o commit a billion dollars to the initiative, the
spomse from the United States was a tf
tariffs on French exports, inchading wine
pagne. The signal was clear: political disagreement
wiotld be anawered with economic punishment,

5 these confrontations multiplied, a broader
global shift took shape. Countries that felt tar
geted or marginalized by 1.5, policy began o
move closer to China, This was not driven pri-
mirily by political sys

admiration for Beijing's
tem. It was driven by ulation. China offered
trade, infrastruciure fi ng, and investment
without military intervention or explicil political
conditions, Through the Belt and Road Initiativ
regional trade agrecments, and financial partner:
ships, Beijing positioned itsell as an alternative
senter of gravity in glohal econom:
By the end of the first year, the direction of
change was unmistakable. The world was
moving away from a system organized around
shared institutions and toward one shaped by
competing power centers, Regional blocs, bi-
Iateral deals, and alternative financial aystems
began to replace global frameworks.
This transformation was neither subtle nor acci-
dental, Tt was the result of a stated idenlogy: that
strength, not law, should govern international
relations; that resources, not agreements, define
power; and that alliances exist only as long as
they serve national advantag
The first year of this presidency did not merely
adjust the global order. It challenged its foun-
dations. The aftershocks continue Lo spread.
Whether this path leads to a more balanced dis-
tribution of power or 1o a more ungtable and con-
frontational world remaing the central gquestion
facing nations s they navigate the landscape re-
shaped by this new doctrine,
Secretary to the President (Rid)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBEC
Macomb, Michigan

Trump’s ‘Board of Peace’ strips Netanyahu of control

Osama Al-Sharif

The National Committee for
the Administration of Gaza,
the third tier in the Board of
Peace's governance structure
for the Strip, will be tasked
with handling day-to-day
operations. It comprises
15 Palestinian technocrats
led by Dr. Ali Shaath, a
former undersecretary in
the Palestinian Authority.
Mladenov, as high
representative, will liaise
between the Gaza body and
the Executive Board. The
committee convened in Cairo
this week and announced
it was ready to assume its
responsibilities and oversee
specific sectors, including
the economy, health...

RITICS from all sides will have much to say
aboul this week's unvetling by President Denabd
Tramp of his much-toned “Bos 2 i
which he is chairman. The hoard internatinnal
transitional b hat will provide oversight and su-
pervision for Gaza's governance under Trump's peace
plan, which was signed and adopted late last year and
has created a fragile ceasefire botween Hamas and ls-
rael. Tramp's White House alse showeased severa re
lated badies, including the Execotive Board, a Mation.
al Committee lor the Administrati
head of the International S
diplomat Nickolay Mlade
represantative for Gaza,
link hetween the Beard of F
mittee Lor the Administration uI Gaga.
nam of Peace is expected to include appr -s(i-
leaders from Arab and Wesl
Tony mm Canada’s Mark Carney and US Secrel
of State Marco Rubi among the members, with
ns also extended to the leaders of Jurdan,
urkiye, Argenting and others. The charter of
ard of Peace establishes s 05 Iul invitatic
nmental hody w
mandate, very strong powers I <
membership and voting fules that heavily privilege
alalua able 1o [l hate at scale,

i only { it posponaibil-
ims to edlipse the UN and
Ithotegh the
d to Gaza, the
charter itzel ||<|\'-< aot mentien Gaza and instead frames
ghobal outronch. The baard’s chartor establishes
invitation-anly intergovernmental body with a
ndate Hut while those i

1o the top board hav
iz the membership of the Nati
Administration of 4 — the il
ompased of Palestinian techn
Israeli Frime Minister Be
He clsimed he was not consulter

o gevernn
ts — that has
tin Netanya i,
the bt of Fales-

Linian members, 3 claim rejected by US afficials.

In reality, Netanyahu was taken aback by the White
Howse"s invitation of Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to the main board, along with the saming of
a Qatari diplon L and Tarkish Foreign Minister Ha-
kam Fitan Lo the Executive Board, Netanyabu accuses
bath Turkiye and Qatar of sapparting ]|mm|~| Other
wxeculive members include Trum
Steve Witkoff, his sop-inlaw Jare
Bank President Ajay Banga and business e
The National Commitiee for the Administ
the third Ger l]n- Hnirﬂ -JI

: fio

i
th, a former ande
Anthority. Mladenoy, as high re
twaen the Gaza body and the
mittes convened in Cairo this noed it was
Yo asgume its r\;il‘um:ihl e And overses speciflic
anemy, health and security. US
. Jasper ]Lllur\ feas been appainted comimander
i

2 J
itarization and LnAhI\- the safe del \-ry ..1 hama
aid into Gaza, However, there is not yet an of

eountrics that hive commilted Lo seading Lo
the Internationsl Stabilization
With this weak's amnoune

m
o make further withdrawals. from |h|.
endave, Tel Aviv will no kinges volved in logedical ap-
pand will be required to ohserve
stenctury for Gaza apd his
atimg Bis plan mean he i now
the main stakeholder. [t will be neady impossible for Net
anyahu o velo the com tivn of Lhe Board of Peace, the
Executive Beard or the tran=itions] Palestinan i \.rulmml
Ayt Notanyabu has trivd b o
the plan,

raedi captive. Witkel has brashed aside these daims, saying

thene i mo reason aok o move Lo e second phase,
Netanyahu was taken ahan.h iy the White House's inve
tatkon of Turkish Pre: Ean tothe main hoard
But what Nul nyahn has cnuu to realize iz that Trump
ipper ny eards he ance helt
lomger in the
extremist goverament.

hasdu of Netanyahn and b
displacement aml

i thinges will barm eut fer the peaple of ¢
weing Teruel (o open he crassing paints fud allow the
delivery of muchneeded aid will be the boaed®s lirst fa-
cealf with Netanyahu. Bot the mest important test will
he farcing lsrael to start its withdrawal from Gaza — it
currently controls more than 50 b of the enclave.
Thee downside Lo all this s thal 1xu1|||| has given his
Boasd of Peace & universal mandate Ihaﬂ extends bepond
GGaza. Leaders who were im will have arcful
sider whether to et invabved in Tramp's grand
e Lo sidestep the UN and the international bod-
al naderpin the current world order. But i Trump
e his mew board solid credibility, he will waat
his Gaza plan d. Thet means ending the hu
an crisis there and pushing hack the lsraulis,
means giving the Palestinians the chance to run
their awn affairs while providing them with the means o
rebuild Gaza and restore 8 sense of normality,
The fact that sevoral Arsb and Muslim countrivs an

rep on the board and its bodies should prs
vide some assura r approach to the plight
of Gagans, But it i also important to ask about the

endgame concerning Gaza, the West Bank and ]-‘n L
Jerusalom. One should bo wary of the fact tha
alt e d on Gaza, lsrael is
it= confiscation of West Bank territory for illegal set-
tlements and imposing collective proishment on mik
lins of Palestinians there. The endgame sheuld be Lo
give the Palestinians the right te sefi-detorminatis
end the upation and establish a Palestinian state,

~ Dsama Al-Sharif is a journ, ical

commentator kased in Amman, X: @platodlt
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T20 World Cup 2026

PCB ‘writes’ to ICC
backing Bangladesh

Bangladesh say won t not back down to “coercion”
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World has entered new era oi
‘water bankrupicy,” UN report

FINITED NATIONS: The warld has moved boyond a wa-
ter crisi= and into a state of global water hankruptey,
according Le 2 new Hagship report released Toesday
by UN researchers. For decades, they sanl acientist
leuu}'mnkLn and the medis warned of a “global wi
crisis,” mplying temparary shock - followed by o
hint i mow .-nu-uuu.( in many regions, h.mu-n-r.

waler £ o
qumur real dcally seturn to Ui histerical ha-u.lmu
“Far much af the world, ‘normal’ is gone,” said Kaveh

Tir

monment and Health. “This i= not to kill hape
bl b encourage actwon and an honest admession of fail
re today stect and enable tomorrow,” he told a
pre=s briefing in New York on Tuesday, Madani ompha-
sived that. the findings do not sugpest worddwide Gl -
bt there are enough bankrupt or nea
imtercomnected through trade, migrtio
dependencies, tat the global risk landscape has been fun-
damentslly altered, The bisdens fall dispr iaately
o smalhaldor farmers, Tndigenciis Peoplos, lowancome
wrban residents, and women and youth, while the benefits
of overuse oflen acerse 10 more powerful actors.

The report introduces waler bankrapley as a condition

definod by buth fnsolvemcy and irreversibility, Tneobve
o refers by withdrawing and pafluting water beyani
newable inflows and safe depletion Hmits.
lerewersshility sefers to the damage to key parts of wa-
terretated i s

infeasible. But all & nat last: comparing water action to
fimamce, Madani said il hankrupley is not the end of
actium, It & the start of a stroctared recovery plan: yoo
stop the blewding, protoct essential services, restrchure

-

The wold is mpidly depleting its natural “mater savings ac
conrts”, acconting 1o the dudy: more than hall the wodd's
larpe lakes have declined snee the eardy 1950's, while
around 35 por cont of natural wetlieds have boen lost since
19740, Madani said. The human toll is alesdy significant.
Nearly threc<uartens of the world's populstien e in coun:

s classilied as walermsecure or crifikally waterinse
EXpEEiency severs walir
year, while drought im-
pacts cost an estimated 307 hillion annaakly. *1F we con-
Einue Lo manage these filopes as lemporary ‘orises” with
shst-term lixes, we will anly deepen the ecological dam.
ape and fuel social e, Mabans wirsed, - Agencies

Balochistan govt, NBP launch
subsidized electric scooter scheme

The Mol

signing ceremony was held at the Chief Minister s Secretariat in Quetta,

attended by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, Provincial Minister Mir Sadiq Umrani,
senior provincial officials, and top representatives from the National Bank of Pakistan
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BELIING: Speaker National Azssembly Sardar Ayaz Sadig meeting with Chairman Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, Wang Huning.
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The Special Assistant said policy interest rates had been reduced from 22 per cent to 10.5 per cent,
per cent, and power tariffs had been brought down from Rs42 to
around 1(534—35 per unit, with further reductions expected

inflation had declined to around 4-5
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PSX sheds 1,588
points to close at
187,033 points
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Limiited full by Rs 8105 to close at Rs 1,717
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UN strongly condemns Israeli
demolition of UNRWA HQs

The move represents “a new level of open and deliberate defiance of international
law, including of the privileges and immunities of the United Nations,
by the State of Israel”, the UNRWA Commissioner-General sald on X
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Gul Plaza
‘won't be
demolished
until all missing |
recovered’

Bugeau REPORT

KARACHI: A= the search and |
rescue pperation at Karchi's |
Gul Plaza entered fifth day
with the death toll ..Imth
1o 30 on Wednesda

ISLAMABAD: Richard Lindsay UK Special Envoy to Afghanistan. FCDO Deputy Director for
Afghanistan and Pakistan met Ambassador Shakeeh, Taliban representa in Pakistan and
discussed regional security issues and the impact of Taliban policics on women and girls, — DNA
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