
French govt honors Ayesha Raza  
with National Order of Merit award

Taking the floor after receiving the honor, Ms. Farooq became visibly emotional as she thanked the French  
Government and the French Embassy for recognizing her work. She dedicated the award to her parents,  

her late husband, and her family members, acknowledging their unwavering support throughout her journey

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti

Islamabad: In a distinguished ceremony at the Residence 
of France, Ms. Ayesha Raza Farooq, Chairperson of Pakistan’s 
National Commission on the Rights of the Child (NCRC) and 
National Coordinator for Polio Eradication, was awarded the 
Ordre National du Mérite (Chevalier rank) by the Ambassador 
of France to Pakistan, Nicolas Galey.
The event gathered prominent figures including Finance Minister Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb, Minister of State for Law and Justice Barrister 
Aqeel Malik, senior officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Ministry of Human Rights, as well as ambassadors, representatives 
of international organizations, and members of the diplomatic corps.
In his address, Ambassador Galey praised Ms. Farooq’s un-
wavering dedication to human rights, particularly children’s 
rights. He highlighted her distinguished career as a Senator, 
where she chaired key committees and contributed to leg-
islation on health, justice, economic affairs, human rights, 
and climate change. Her leadership in Pakistan’s polio erad-
ication campaign was noted as a cornerstone of her public 
service, earning her the Sitara-e-Imtiaz in 2018.
The Ambassador emphasized her tireless advocacy for education, 
pointing to the 25 million children still out of school in Pakistan. He 
also commended her efforts to ensure universal vaccination against 
polio, despite resistance from certain groups. France’s collaboration 
with Pakistan in these areas was underscored, including projects 
against child labor and abuse, initiatives to enroll out-of-school chil-

dren, and healthcare programs supported by the French Develop-
ment Agency and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
Recent legislative progress in Pakistan, such as laws prohibiting 

child marriage under 18 in Islamabad, Balochistan, Sindh, and 
Punjab, was celebrated as a collective achievement. However, 
Ambassador Galey reminded that challenges remain, particularly 
in meeting international human rights conventions linked to Paki-
stan’s trade relations with the European Union.
Concluding his speech, Ambassador Galey lauded Ms. Farooq’s ener-
gy, sincerity, and tenacity, qualities that have earned her respect and 
admiration across communities. He formally conferred upon her the 
insignia of Chevalier of the National Order of Merit, recognizing her 
exceptional contributions to children’s rights, education, health, and 
the strengthening of Franco-Pakistani cooperation.
Taking the floor after receiving the honor, Ms. Farooq became visibly 
emotional as she thanked the French Government and the French 
Embassy for recognizing her work. She dedicated the award to her 
parents, her late husband, and her family members, acknowledging 
their unwavering support throughout her journey.
She highlighted the progress Pakistan has made in reducing polio 
cases, noting that collective efforts by the government, interna-
tional partners, and civil society have brought the country closer 
to eradication. “This award is not just mine,” she said, “it belongs 
to all those who have stood by me in the fight for children’s rights 
and in the struggle to eliminate polio from Pakistan.” Her heart-
felt words resonated with the audience, underscoring the human 
dimension of her lifelong commitment to children’s welfare and 
public health. The ceremony concluded with warm applause, 
marking a significant moment of recognition for Ms. Farooq’s 
contributions to strengthening human rights, advancing educa-
tion and healthcare, and fostering Franco-Pakistani cooperation.

Imran Khan’s eye 
examination must be 

conducted before 16th

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on 
Thursday directed that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan be given 
access to specialist eye doctors and ordered 
that a formal eye examination be conducted 
by a medical team before February 16.
The court also ordered that Imran be pro-
vided the facility to hold telephone conversa-
tions with his sons, Kasim Khan and Sulaiman 
Khan. The development comes a day after 
PTI counsel, Salman Safdar, submitted be-
fore the Supreme Court a seven-page report 
regarding his visit to Adiala jail and meeting 
with the incarcerated former prime minister.
The court had appointed Safdar as amicus cu-
riae (friend of the court), directing him to vis-
it Adiala jail and submit a report on February 
11. A two-member bench comprising Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Yahya Afridi and 
Justice Shahid Bilal Hassan heard the case. 

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif met with delegation of Turkish 
Agricultural Technologies Cluster TUME on 12 February, 2026. – DNA

Supreme Court also orders formation of medical 
team for PTI founder’s eye check-up; Imran Khan 

claims only 15% vision remains in his right eye

Supreme Court orders

Briefs
Shehbaz vows 

to promote 
partnership
with Turkiye

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday said that Paki-
stan desired to further strengthen its exem-
plary brotherly relations with Türkiye and 
enhance bilateral economic partnership, par-
ticularly in the fields of agriculture and live-
stock. The prime minister expressed these 
views during a meeting with a four-member 
delegation of Türkiye’s Agricultural Tech-
nologies Cluster (TUME), led by its Board 
Chairman Abdulkadir Karagöz, here, a Prime 
Minister’s Office news release said.
Welcoming the delegation, the prime min-
ister highlighted that there were vast op-
portunities to expand cooperation with the 
brotherly country Türkiye in agriculture and 
livestock sectors. He said Pakistan was com-
mitted to modernising its agriculture sector 
in line with global advancements, particu-
larly by adopting innovative technologies as 
successfully practiced in Türkiye’s agricul-
tural commodities and livestock sectors.
“Allah Almighty has blessed Pakistan with 

abundant resources in the agriculture sec-
tor. We are striving to fully harness this 
potential through the use of modern tech-
nology and comprehensive planning,” the 
prime minister said. He underscored the 
importance of enhanced bilateral cooper-
ation to benefit from modern agricultural 
technologies and expertise, adding that Pa-
kistan and Türkiye could jointly play an im-
portant role in the global food value chain.
During the meeting, TUME Board Chair-
man Abdulkadir Karagöz briefed the prime 
minister on the use of advanced technolo-
gies to enhance productivity in his organi-
sation. He also expressed keen interest in 
expanding cooperation between Pakistan 
and Türkiye in agriculture and livestock sec-
tors. Karagöz said that the brotherly leader-
ship of both countries served as a guiding 
force for promoting closer collaboration be-
tween the business communities of Pakistan 
and Türkiye. The meeting was attended by 
Ambassador of Türkiye to Pakistan Dr Ir-
fan Neziroglu, Deputy Prime Minister and 
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Shehbaz Sharif said nature has blessed 
Pakistan with immense resources in  

the agricultural sector and efforts are  
afoot to fully utilize these resources  
by incorporating modern technology

Ramzan 
likely to fall 

on Feb 19 
Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: The Cen-
tral Ruet-e-Hilal Commit-
tee (RHC) will meet in 
Peshawar on February 18 
(Wednesday) to sight the 
crescent marking the begin-
ning of Ramadan 1447AH, 
while zonal committees will 
convene simultaneously in 
the federal and provincial 
capitals. Maulana Syed Mu-
hammad Abdul Khabeer 
Azad will chair the central 
session in Peshawar, which 
will determine whether the 
holy month will commence 
on February 19 or 20.
The Ministry of Religious 
Affairs issued a formal notifi-
cation confirming that zonal 
moon sighting committee 
meetings will also be held 
in Islamabad, Lahore, Kara-
chi and Quetta. Meanwhile, 
sources within the Ministry 
of Science and Technology 
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PTI founder 
enjoys more 

privileges

dna
ISLAMABAD:Federal Min-
ister for Information and 
Broadcasting Attaullah 
Tarar said on Thursday 
that the founder of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
is receiving more privileg-
es than any other prison-
er at the Adiala Jail. “The 
narrative which was being 
propagated to Internation-
al Media by Aleema Khan 
and other members of IK’s 

Continued on Page 06

Friendly bonds

Afghan govt supports 
TTP, blames Pakistan

Pakistan’s claims that TTP benefits from freedom of 
movement and access to resources in Afghanistan, explicitly 
highlights that Pakistan is the main target of TTP attacks. 

It also validates that Pakistan is a victim of terrorism 
bearing the brunt of violence originating from Afghanistan

Cross border terrorism

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has once again called 
upon India to return to full compliance of In-
dus Water Treaty and fulfill its obligations un-
der the treaty, saying that Islamabad will nev-
er compromise on its existential water rights. 
This was stated by the Spokesperson of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tahir Andrabi, at 
his weekly media briefing in Islamabad.
He said the interim government in Afghan-
istan continues to provide a permissive en-
vironment to a range of terrorists notably 
TTP. The Foreign Office Spokesperson said 
the report corroborates Pakistan’s posi-
tion that TTP resurgence is linked to post 
2021 interim Afghan government takeover. 

Continued on Page 06

President, PM 
review security 

situation
Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and President Asif Ali Zardari 
met on Thursday and reviewed Paki-
stan’s political, economic and security 
landscapes. According to a press re-
lease issued by President’s Secretariat, 
the meeting took place at Aiwan-i-Sadr, 
where the pair also reviewed the “prevail-
ing regional and global environment”. 

Continued on Page 06

SC reserves decision 
on Toshakhana 

trial petition
Fiaz Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on 
Thursday reserved its verdict on a peti-
tion challenging the criminal trial in the 
Toshakhana case against the founder of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), while 
directing authorities to ensure his medi-
cal examination of his eye and facilitate 
telephonic contact with his children 
before February 16. The two-member 
bench, comprising Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan Justice Yahya Afridi and Justice 
Shahid Bilal Hassan, heard the case. 
Barrister Salman Safdar appeared as 
amicus curiae (friend of the court), 
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Canada 
police say 

18-year-old 
carried out 

mass shooting
Tumbler Ridge: Cana-
dian police said Wednes-
day an 18-year-old carried 
out a mass shooting in a 
remote mining town, kill-
ing six people at a local 
school, after slaying her 
mother and stepbrother. 
Police commander Dwayne 
McDonald said authorities 
still don’t know the motive 
in Tuesday’s mass shooting 
in Tumbler Ridge, but the 
shooter -- who took her 
own life -- was known to 
have mental health issues.
McDonald identified the 
shooter as Jesse Van 
Rootselaar, a transgender 
woman who was born bio-
logically male and dropped 
out of the targeted high 
school four years ago. Mc-
Donald revised the toll 
down to eight from nine, 
due to earlier confusion 
over the condition of one 
of the victims. Officers who 
entered the town’s high 
school found six people 
dead -- a 39-year-old woman 
teacher and five students -- 
three 12-year-old girls and 
two boys, aged 13 and 12. 

India crush 
Namibia 

by 93 runs
 

Sports Desk

NEW DELHI: Varun 
Chakravarthy and Axar Pa-
tel delivered fiery spells to 
steer India to a convincing 
93-run victory over Namib-
ia in the 18th group-stage 
match of the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2026 at 
Arun Jaitley Stadium, Del-
hi, on Thursday. Half-cen-
turies from Ishan Kishan 
and Hardik Pandya, fol-
lowed by a collective bowl-
ing effort, led defending 
champions India to a re-
sounding victory today.
Set to chase a daunting 210-
run target, Namibia could 
muster 116 runs before get-
ting bowled out in 18.2 overs 
despite a spirited start. The 
Eagles were 67/1 after sev-
en overs, but Louren Steen-
kamp’s dismissal on the first 
delivery of the successive 
overs derailed their run chase 
as it triggered a match-de-
fining collapse, which saw 
them lose their remaining 
eight wickets for 49 runs.

BNP claims 
victory in 

Bangladesh 
elections
News Desk

DHAKA: Counting was 
under way on Thursday in 
Bangladesh’s first election 
since a deadly 2024 up-
rising and the subsequent 
student-led revolution, with 
powerful political heir Tari-
que Rahman bullish about 
defeating a coalition. BNP 
has claimed victory in elec-
tions however the election 
commission has not made 
final announcement. 
The 60-year-old said he 
was “confident” his Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Par-
ty (BNP) — which was 
crushed during the 15 
years of ousted premier 
Sheikh Hasina’s autocratic 
rule — can regain power in 
the South Asian nation of 
170 million people. How-
ever, he faces a stiff chal-
lenge from a coalition led 
by Jamaat-i-Islami.
Election Commission of-
ficials reported “a few 
minor disruptions” but 
top party leaders on 
both sides raised fears of 
threats, with the BNP’s 
Rahman calling on people 
to vote so that “conspir-
acies will not succeed”.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of France Nicolas Galey 
awarding Ordre National du Mérite (Chevalier rank) 

to Ms. Ayesha Raza Farooq. – DNA

Official denounces 
Achakzai’s ‘unfortunate 
remarks’ on Pak Army

Security official stresses 
military’s apolitical role; 

Khawaja Asif calls  
remarks “irresponsible”

Bureau Report

LAHORE: A senior security official has 
condemned Leader of Opposition in 
the National Assembly, Mahmood Khan 
Achakzai’s “unfortunate remarks” on the 
Pakistan Army, saying that his statement 
was “extremely regrettable and based on 

falsehoods”. The opposition leader, during 
the NA session a day earlier, described the 
Pakistan Army as a “force of four districts”, 
triggering a strong response from the gov-
ernment.  “Dialogue was the right of all polit-
ical parties… and the army had nothing to do 
with politics,” the security official said while 
speaking to journalists in Lahore.  He added 
that all legal and judicial cases, and matters 
linked to them, must be decided by courts 
in accordance with the Constitution and the 
law. Referring to the security situation, the 
senior official said recent meetings aimed 
at restoring peace in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Continued on Page 06
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KARACHI: The Consul General of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran in Ka-
rachi, Akbar Eissazadeh, reaffirmed 
Iran’s commitment to sovereignty, 
regional peace, and strengthened 
ties with Pakistan while addressing 
a ceremony marking the 47th anni-
versary of the Islamic Revolution of 
Iran Welcoming distinguished guests 
on Wednesday, including Sindh Gov-
ernor Kamran Khan Tessori, senior 
officials of the Sindh government, 
members of the diplomatic corps, 
and representatives from political 
and economic sectors, the Consul 
General described the Islamic Rev-
olution as a living testament to the 
determination, resilience, and stead-
fastness of the Iranian nation. He 
stated that despite rapidly changing 
regional dynamics over the past five 
decades, Iran has achieved signifi-

cant progress in various sectors by 
relying on indigenous capabilities, so-
cial cohesion, and sustainable human 
resources. He noted advancements 
in science, technology, and health-
care, adding that Iran continues to 
move forward economically despite 
what he termed as “unjust sanctions” 
and global economic pressures im-
posed by major powers. The Consul 
General highlighted growth in non-oil 
exports and said Iran has attained 
self-sufficiency in infrastructure 
development, healthcare services, 
pharmaceutical production, housing 
projects, provision of clean drinking 
water, and communications. These 
developments, he said, have im-
proved the quality of life for ordinary 
citizens. Referring to recent develop-
ments, he said the past year had been 
marked by challenges.  He also ad-
dressed the recent protests in Iran, 
which began on January 7, 2026, cit-
ing economic concerns. According to 

him, peaceful demonstrations were 
later infiltrated by “foreign-backed 
terrorist elements,” turning them 
into armed unrest. He said mem-
bers of Iran’s security forces were 
martyred or injured during the vi-
olence. He maintained that while 
peaceful protest is a right of citizens, 
the government exercised restraint 
while ensuring national security and 
ultimately thwarted attempts to desta-
bilize the country. Describing Iran as a 
responsible, independent, and influen-
tial country in the region and beyond, 
he said Tehran supports dialogue and 
cooperation to ensure peace, stability, 
and sustainable development. He high-
lighted Iran’s balanced foreign policy, 
active diplomacy, and expanding en-
gagement with neighboring countries, 
emerging powers, and key regional and 
international organizations. Turning to 
Pakistan, the Consul General termed 
it a “brotherly country” with a rich his-
tory, shared religion, and cultural ties. 

He said Iran-Pakistan relations span 
centuries and hold a special place in 
the hearts of the Iranian people. He 
noted growing momentum in bilateral 
relations in recent years, particularly 
in economic, political, and cultural co-
operation.
He remarked that relations between 
the two countries have entered a new 
phase, describing them as more than 
state-to-state ties but rather a bond 
between two nations and civilizations 
rooted in shared history and a com-
mon commitment to peace and lasting 
prosperity. He also acknowledged the 
important role of Sindh province in 
strengthening bilateral relations, thank-
ing its people for their contribution. 
He expressed optimism that Memo-
randums of Understanding signed 
between Sindh and various Iranian 
provinces would enhance economic, 
technical, and cultural cooperation, 
creating new opportunities in trade, 
investment, and tourism.

Iranian CG vows to strengthen 
ties with Pakistan

Efforts afoot to promote 
trade in country: Governor

He emphasized that economic challenges can only be addressed through close coordination 
 between the public and private sectors

DNA 

Lahore:  Governor of Punjab, 
Sardar Saleem Haider, has said 
that the government is taking 
practical steps to promote trade 
and industry in the country, 
adding that resolving the issues 
faced by the business community 
remains a top priority because 
a strong economy guarantees a 
stable Pakistan. He stated that 
the business community serves 
as the backbone of the national 
economy, and the government is 
serious and proactive in restor-
ing the confidence of traders and 
providing them with greater facil-
itation. He expressed these views 
while addressing, as Chief Guest, 
a luncheon hosted in Lahore 
by Chaudhry Haji Muhammad 
Naeem in honor of a representa-
tive delegation of the Islamabad 
business community. The event 
was attended by Secretary Gen-
eral of United Business Group 
(UBG) Zafar Bakhtawari, Presi-
dent Blue Area Traders Welfare 
Association Yusuf Rajput, Execu-
tive Member Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) 
Shamaila Siddiqui, along with oth-

er prominent business figures. In 
his address, the Governor said 
the government is striving to 
encourage investment, increase 
exports, and create employment 

opportunities through busi-
ness-friendly policies. He appre-
ciated the role of the Islamabad 
business community in strength-
ening the national economy, ex-

panding the tax net, and actively 
participating in social welfare 
initiatives. He emphasized that 
economic challenges can only be 
addressed through close coordi-

nation between the public and pri-
vate sectors. Praising Chaudhry 
Haji Muhammad Naeem, the 
Governor noted that he has not 
only contributed significantly to 

the business sector but is also 
actively involved in social welfare 
activities, setting an example for 
other industrialists. Speaking on 
the occasion, Zafar Bakhtawari 

said that the business community 
stands shoulder to shoulder with 
the government for economic sta-
bility. However, he stressed that 
continuous consultation is essen-

tial to resolve taxation and poli-
cy-related issues faced by traders. 
He highlighted that consistency 
in policies, business facilitation, 
and transparency are vital for 
sustainable economic growth. He 
further stated that the Islamabad 
business community is playing an 
active role not only in commercial 
activities but also in philanthropic 
and social sectors, and reaffirmed 
their commitment to contributing 
positively to Pakistan’s economic 
development. Yusuf Rajput said 
that the business community has 
kept economic activities running 
even during challenging times, 
ensuring that the wheel of the 
economy continues to move. He 
emphasized the need for strong 
coordination between the gov-
ernment and trade bodies so that 
ground realities are reflected in 
policymaking. He also called for 
a more conducive environment 
for businesses to thrive. Shamaila 
Siddiqui highlighted the impor-
tant role of women entrepre-
neurs in economic development 
and stressed the need to provide 
them with more facilities and op-
portunities. She stated that only 
through collective efforts can a 
strong and self-reliant economy 

be built. She termed the event 
a positive step toward strength-
ening mutual ties between busi-
ness leaders. In his concluding 
remarks, host Chaudhry Haji 
Muhammad Naeem thanked the 
Governor of Punjab, the visiting 
delegation from Islamabad, and 
all distinguished guests for their 
participation. He said that the 
business community is united 
for the progress and prosperity 
of the country. “Business is not 
merely about profit; it is also 
about service and responsibili-
ty,” he remarked, reaffirming his 
commitment to promoting trade, 
harmony, and social welfare initia-
tives in the future. Among others 
present on the occasion were 
President Islamabad Chamber of 
Small Traders and Small Indus-
tries Owais Satti, Vice President 
Sardar Zaheer Ahmed, President 
Talagang Chamber Malik Shabbir 
Ahmed, ICCI Executive Mem-
bers Malik Mohsin Khalid, Rohail 
Anwar Butt, Naveed Satti, Malik 
Abdul Aziz, former ICCI Vice 
President Nasir Chaudhry, Sec-
retary General Blue Area Imran 
Bukhari, Imran Shabbir Abbasi, 
and other members of the busi-
ness community.

Historic Milestone for Kalash Community 

KP cabinet approves 
Kalash Marriage Bill

PESHAWAR: In a landmark decision, 
KP government has approved the 
Kalash Marriage Bill, marking the 
first time in Pakistan’s history that a 
dedicated family law has been enacted 
to recognize and protect the personal 
law of an indigenous community.
According to a press release issued 
here on Thursday, the bill establish-
es formal legal recognition of Kalash 
marriages, introduces a structured, 
culturally respectful marriage regis-
tration system, and safeguards the 
Kalash people’s unique cultural and 
religious identity This bill was a joint 
effort of Faith Friends and Blue Veins, 
with the support of NCA, and was ini-
tiated by Mr Wazir Zada, a community 
leader of the Kalash Community The 
Kalash community, residing in the val-
leys of Bumburet, Rumbur, and Birir 
in Chitral, has preserved its ancient 
Indo-Aryan heritage, polytheistic 
faith, distinct language, and vibrant 
traditions for centuries. Despite their 
rich cultural legacy, the community 
lacked a formal legal framework to 
regulate and protect family and mar-
ital rights. The newly approved legis-
lation addresses a longstanding legal 
gap and represents a significant step 

toward inclusion, dignity, and justice. 
Qamar Naseem, Program Manager, 
Blue Veins and Drafter of the bill, 
said, “The approval of the Kalash 
Marriage Bill is a historic recognition 
of Pakistan’s indigenous diversity. For 
the first time, the state has formally 
acknowledged and protected the fam-
ily laws of the Kalash community in a 
way that respects their faith, customs, 
and identity. This law strengthens 
constitutional guarantees of equality 
and minority rights and sets an im-
portant precedent for inclusive legis-
lation.” Mr Rizwan, representative of 
the National Commission for Human 
Rights (NCHR), remarked:“This leg-
islation is a significant advancement 
in protecting the human rights of one 
of Pakistan’s most unique indigenous 
communities. Legal recognition of 
Kalash marriages ensures access to 
documentation, inheritance protec-
tions, and social safeguards while hon-
oring cultural autonomy. It is a model 
of rights-based and culturally sensitive 
lawmaking.” This landmark develop-
ment signals Pakistan’s growing com-
mitment to protecting minority rights 
and celebrating the country’s pluralis-
tic heritage. The Kalash Marriage Bill 

stands as a testament to collaborative 
governance and a shared commitment 
to justice, dignity, and cultural preser-
vation. Blue Veins and Faith Friends 
extend appreciation to Chief Minister 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; the Chief 
Secretary; Minster Local Govern-
ment, Minster Law Department, Mr. 
Wazirzada, Focal Person to the Chief 
Minister on Minority Affairs; honora-
ble Qazis from the Kalsh Community, 
Current and Ex officials of  Local Gov-
ernment Department, the National 
Commission for Human Rights; the 
Directorate of Human Rights (DKP-
DHR);  Law Department; the Minis-
ter for Law; the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Commission on the Status of Women 
and all other who supported. On the 
directives of Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad Sohail 
Afridi, the provincial cabinet has ap-
proved the Ramazan Relief Package 
during its 47th meeting to provide 
financial assistance to deserving fam-
ilies across the province. According 
to the approved package, 1.063 mil-
lion families will receive cash assis-
tance at an average rate of Rs 12,500 
per family during the holy month of 
Ramazan.—DNA

RCB conducts anti 
encroachment operation  

DNA

Rawalpindi: Rawalpindi Can-
tonment Board (RCB) carried 
out a major and effective oper-
ation against illegal construc-
tions in Westridge, demolishing 
decades-old encroachments built 
within residential streets. The 
action was taken on the special 
instructions of Executive Officer 
Aamer Rasheed, while the Depu-
ty CEO personally supervised the 
operation on-site.
According to details, a compre-
hensive survey of the concerned 
areas was conducted prior to the 
operation. The survey revealed 
that certain residents had con-
structed permanent structures 
on public pathways in front of 

their houses within the streets. 
These included additional rooms, 
boundary walls, verandas, and 
other structures, which had sig-
nificantly narrowed the streets 
and caused serious difficulties 
for pedestrians and vehicular 
movement.
Following the survey, formal 
notices were issued to the res-
idents, directing them to vol-
untarily demolish their illegal 
constructions within a specified 
time. However, despite the given 
deadline, no cooperation was ex-
tended by the local residents.
In response to the lack of com-
pliance, the Enforcement Team 
of Rawalpindi Cantonment Board 
launched a grand operation with 
the assistance of heavy machin-
ery. Police personnel were also 

present at the site to ensure law 
and order throughout the opera-
tion.
According to Cantonment Board 
officials, such actions will con-
tinue without discrimination, and 
the writ of law will be strictly 
enforced across the cantonment 
area. Executive Officer Aamer 
Rasheed has clearly stated that 
illegal constructions on public 
roads, streets, and government 
land will not be tolerated under 
any circumstances.
 The Cantonment Board has ap-
pealed to citizens to comply with 
rules and regulations and to re-
frain from undertaking any con-
struction without approved build-
ing plans, so as to contribute to a 
safe, planned, and well-managed 
urban environment.

Kundi calls for stronger 
Parliamentary role to 

combat terrorism 
ISLAMABAD: Governor 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Faisal Karim Kundi, on 
Thursday underscored the 
urgent need to strengthen 
parliamentary oversight, 
enhance institutional ca-
pacity, and enact robust 
legislation to effectively 
combat terrorism and 
counter terrorist financ-
ing (CFT) in Pakistan He 
stressed that defeating 
terrorism requires not 
only security measures 
but also a coordinated 
national strategy rooted 
in legislative strength 
and institutional resil-
ience. Governor Kundi 
was addressing a national 
dialogue-based workshop 
titled “Enhancing Parlia-
mentary Oversight and 
Institutional Capacities 
for Counter Terrorism 
(CT) and Countering Ter-
rorist Financing (CFT)”, 
organized by the Sustain-
able Social Development 
Organization (SSDO) in 
Islamabad. Serving as 
the chief guest, he laud-
ed SSDO for arranging 

what he termed a “timely 
and purposeful” platform 
for dialogue addressing 
the evolving security 
landscape in the country. 
“These platforms are not 
just formal events—they 
create space for collec-
tive reflection, national 
harmony, and informed 
policymaking,” he said, 
adding that Pakistan con-
tinues to face significant 
threats to peace, social 
cohesion, and economic 
stability. The Governor 
noted that while Paki-
stan has achieved major 
gains through extensive 
security operations and 
institutional reforms, the 
resurgence of terrorism 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
highlights the need for 
renewed vigilance and 
strategic adaptation.He 
emphasized that disman-
tling extremist structures 
requires a multi-pronged 
approach, including the 
elimination of terrorists’ 
digital communication net-
works and blocking their 
financial channels. “Parlia-

ment holds a central role 
in creating an effective na-
tional framework for coun-
ter-terrorism and financial 
oversight. Strong laws, 
backed by capable institu-
tions, are essential to curb 
terrorist financing at its 
roots,” he stated. Gover-
nor Kundi also paid glow-
ing tribute to Pakistan’s 
law enforcement and secu-
rity agencies, acknowledg-
ing their professionalism, 
courage, and sacrifices in 
safeguarding the nation 
against extremist threats. 
The workshop brought 
together policymakers, 
security experts, and civil 
society representatives, 
providing a forum for eval-
uating current challenges 
and proposing strength-
ened legislative and insti-
tutional responses to CT 
and CFT. The dialogue 
forms part of broader 
national efforts to coor-
dinate policy, enhance 
oversight, and reinforce 
Pakistan’s commitment 
to combating terrorism 
in all its forms.—DNA

160kg 
adulterated 

milk 
discarded in 
Abbottabad

ABBOTTABAD: The district 
administration on Thursday 
discarded 160 kilograms of 
adulterated and contaminated 
milk during an early morning 
surprise inspection carried 
out at the Muslimabad Barrier 
entry point on the directives of 
Deputy Commissioner Abbot-
tabad.
The crackdown, aimed at en-
suring milk quality and safe-
guarding public health, was led 
by Additional Assistant Com-
missioner Kamran Ali Shah, 
who inspected along with the 
Livestock Department team 
and a mobile laboratory unit.
During the operation, more 
than 25 milk supply vehicles 
entering the district were in-
spected, while approximately 
50 milk samples were tested 
on the spot. Laboratory testing 
revealed that 160 kilograms of 
milk were unfit for human con-
sumption due to contamina-
tion with dirt, dung, and other 
impurities. The substandard 
milk was immediately de-
stroyed at the site. The district 
administration reiterated its 
commitment to a zero-tol-
erance policy against food 
adulteration and emphasized 
that such surprise inspections 
would continue to ensure the 
provision of safe and quality 
food to the public._APP

Compensation 
distribute to   

Dam affectees 
ABBOTTABAD: Compensa-
tion cheques worth over Rs 
2.46 billion were distributed 
on Thursday among landown-
ers of Tehsil Harban Bhasha, 
District Upper Kohistan, 
whose land was acquired for 
the Diamer-Bhasha Dam Pro-
ject.
The cheque distribution cer-
emony was held at Commis-
sioner House Abbottabad in 
the presence of Commission-
er Hazara Division Fayyaz 
Ali Shah, RPO Hazara Nasir 
Mehmood Satti, Chief Engi-
neer (Diversion Works) Dia-
mer-Bhasha Dam Engineer 
Mumtaz Qazi, DG Social 
Safeguards Major (R) Tariq 
Mahmood, Deputy Commis-
sioner Upper Kohistan Tariq 
Ali Khan, officials of WAPDA 
and the district administra-
tion, and local elders from 
Harban Bhasha Speaking on 
the occasion, Commissioner 
Hazara Division Fayyaz Ali 
Shah appreciated the coop-
eration between the admin-
istration and local elders for 
the timely completion of the 
mega project. He said land 
acquisition was carried out in 
accordance with government 
laws, which required time due 
to legal procedures. The. The 
commissioner assured that 
any future issues would be re-
solved in accordance with the 
law and without unnecessary 
delay, urging local elders to 
continue their cooperation 
with the administration. RPO 
Hazara Nasir Mehmood Satti 
emphasized the need for con-
tinued collaboration between 
local elders, WAPDA, and the 
district administration to ad-
dress issues through relevant 
forums in a timely manner. 
Chief Engineer Mumtaz Qazi 
stated that WAPDA had always 
prioritized the legitimate de-
mands of the local population 
and ensured timely compen-
sation payments. He added 
that substantial funds were 
being utilized under a compre-
hensive program for regional, 
economic, and social develop-
ment through various welfare 
and development initiatives. 
Deputy Commissioner Upper 
Kohistan Tariq Ali Khan briefed 
participants on the land acquisi-
tion process and said that future 
project-related matters would be 
resolved in consultation with lo-
cal elders.—APP
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Gwadar’s 
water system 

gets major 
reset 

ISLAMABAD: In a move 
aimed at streamlining the 
supply of water in the coast-
al city of Gwadar, the Gwa-
dar Development Authority 
(GDA) announced a new 
administrative framework, 
dividing the port city into 
two zones and establishing a 
dedicated water section with-
in the authority. The decision 
was taken under the leader-
ship of GDA Director Gen-
eral Moin-ur-Rehman Khan 
as part of efforts to ensure 
more efficient distribution, 
monitoring and regulation of 
water resources in the coast-
al city, according to a Gwadar 
Pro’s report on Thursday. 
Under the new arrangement, 
Gwadar has been divided 
into North and South zones.  
The North Zone will cover 
Old Town areas, while the 
South Zone will include areas 
from Shambay Ismail Ward 
to Dhor Ghatti.  An executive 
engineer, Muhammad Akbar, 
has been appointed as over-
all in-charge of water distri-
bution across the city, with 
separate officers and field 
staff deployed in both zones. 
To strengthen oversight of 
core infrastructure, including 
the main transmission line, 
pumping stations and dams, 
responsibilities have been 
assigned to Project Director 
Water Mirjan Baloch.  He 
will be assisted by Assistant 
Engineer Qambar Baloch 
and engineers Kamran and 
Sanaullah. The entire system 
will operate under the super-
vision of the GDA chief engi-
neer. Officials said a formal 
water section has now been 
established within GDA to 
centralize operations related 
to water transmission, dis-
tribution, quality control and 
monitoring under a coordinat-
ed system. In addition, GDA 
has initiated steps to introduce 
a billing system for new water 
connections.  The registration 
of consumers is underway, and 
residents whose records are 
not yet available have been di-
rected to submit their details.  
GDA staff will also conduct a 
ward-level outreach campaign 
to collect necessary data to 
facilitate the launch of regular 
monthly billing.—APP

DGPC issues 
show cause 
notice to 3 
E&P firms

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary 
Secretary for Energy (Petro-
leum Division) Mian Khan 
Bugti informed the National 
Assembly on Thursday that 
the Directorate General 
of Petroleum Concessions 
(DGPC) has initiated regula-
tory proceedings against three 
exploration and production 
companies over alleged viola-
tions of petroleum rules. Re-
sponding to a question during 
the Question Hour, he said the 
DGPC issued a show cause 
notice on July 18, 2025 to M/s 
Jura Energy Corporation, M/s 
Frontier Holdings Limited and 
M/s Spud Energy Pty Limit-
ed under relevant provisions 
of the Pakistan Petroleum 
(Exploration and Production) 
Rules, 1986 and 2001. He said 
the action was taken under 
Rule 68(d) and Rule 71(c) 
of the 1986 Rules, read with 
Rule 69(d) and Rule 52(f) of 
the 2001 Rules. The rules re-
quire completion of the show 
cause process as a mandatory 
precondition before any revo-
cation or suspension of licenc-
es.—APP
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The Psychodynamics of 
his rise and fall: Bhutto

Rise & fall of Pakistan’s first democratically elected PM seen through ‘psychological’ lens

Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
first democratically elected 
Prime Minister, Zulfiqar 
Ali Bhutto, remains one 
of the most written-about 
and debated figures in the 
country’s political history. 
Statesman, populist leader, 
reformer, and controversial 
prime minister— Bhutto’s 
life has been examined from 
political, social and historical 
perspectives for decades. At 
a ‘Meet the Author/Book Re-
view’ session organized jointly 
by the Perveen Shakir Trust 
(PST) and The Islamabad 
Club the speakers sought to 
explore a different dimension 
of Bhutto’s personality: the 
psychological forces behind 
his meteoric rise and tragic 
downfall. Former Chairman 
of the Central Board of Rev-
enue (now Federal Board of 
Revenue), Shamim Ahmad 
book “Bhutto: The Psycho-
dynamics of His Rise and 
Fall” was discussed at length.  
The discussion triggered a 
lively and thought-provoking 
debate among scholars, writ-
ers and former bureaucrats. 
The gathering was notable for 
what PST Chairperson Mrs. 
Parveen Qadir Agha described 
as a “galaxy” of Inland Revenue 
Service (IRS) retired officers. 
The author Shamim Ahmad, 
moderator Khawar Ahmed, 
Mrs. Agha herself, and PST 
Secretary General Raana Seer-
at all share backgrounds in the 
service, adding a distinctive 
bureaucratic perspective to 
the literary evening. Former 
PPP Senator Farhatullah Babar 
delivered the keynote address, 

while Prof. Dr. Nazia Iqbal from 
the Department of Psycholo-
gy at the International Islamic 
University Islamabad (IIUI) 
critically examined whether the 
author had successfully done 
justice to such a complex sub-
ject through a psychodynamic 
lens. She described the book 
as a serious attempt at psycho-
analyzing Bhutto, beginning 
with the foundations of his 
personality — his early heroes, 
intellectual influences, literary 
preferences, and formative 
experiences. She observed 

that the book reminds readers 
that leadership is not merely 
political but deeply psycholog-
ical. However, she pointed 
out that the author identifies 
several psychological traits 
that may have contributed to 
Bhutto’s eventual downfall: 
flawed judgment, impulsive 
decision-making, manic and 
hypermanic tendencies, tow-
ering ambition, fragile ego, 
and occasional recklessness. 
According to the book, Bhut-
to may have been vulnerable 
to extreme mood swings and 

overwhelming political am-
bition, with the author even 
suggesting the possibility of 
bipolar tendencies. “The cen-
tral question this book leaves 
us with,” Dr Nazia remarked, 
“is whether our political sys-
tem is capable of protecting 
leaders from their own psy-
chological vulnerabilities.” 
Farhatullah Babar welcomed 
the publication, saying that a 
good book is one that stim-
ulates meaningful dialogue 
— something this work had 
clearly achieved. Though 

originally written in 2019, he 
noted, the book remains rel-
evant due to its unusual and 
compelling approach. Babar 
appreciated the Perveen 
Shakir Trust for organiz-
ing a thoughtful discussion 
on one of Pakistan’s most 
admired and controversial 
leaders. However, he ex-
pressed reservations about 
attributing Bhutto’s suc-
cess primarily to internal 
psychological dynamics. 
Citing Dr. Mubashar Has-
san — a founding member 

of the Pakistan People’s 
Party — Babar argued that 
external political forces and 
historical circumstances 
played a decisive role in 
shaping Bhutto’s ascent. 
He nonetheless described 
the book as informative, 
rich in detail and intellectually 
engaging. Babar also suggested 
that the author clarify a section 
listing individuals “assassinated 
during Bhutto’s time,” noting 
that without explanation it could 
create unintended impres-
sions.
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Pakistan assures BAT 
of reforms to curb 

Illicit tobacco trade
He emphasized the importance of enhancing export competitive-

ness and facilitating sectors with strong export potential, including 
tobacco and related value-added products

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Finance and Revenue, Senator Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb, held a meeting at 
the Finance Division with a delegation 
of British American Tobacco (BAT) led 
by Ms. Pascale Muelemeester, Regional 
Director, Asia Pacific, Middle East & Af-
rica, along with senior executive mem-
bers of British American Tobacco (BAT) 
and Pakistan Tobacco Company (PTC). 
In his opening remarks, the Finance 
Minister underscored that Pakistan’s 
ongoing structural reform agenda, un-
dertaken under the leadership of the 
Prime Minister, is aimed at breaking the 
historical boom-and-bust cycles through 
fiscal discipline, broadening of the tax 
base, and strengthened enforcement 
and compliance. He emphasized that 
fiscal sustainability requires equitable 
taxation, improved compliance across 
all sectors, and decisive action to curb 
leakages and illicit activity. Highlighting 
progress on tax administration reforms, 
he noted that the Government’s tax 
transformation, anchored in reforms 
to people, processes, and technology, 
has strengthened enforcement mech-

anisms through AI-led CRM systems, 
AI-led production monitoring, and track-
and-trace initiatives. He shared that en-
hanced enforcement across sectors in-
cluding sugar, cement, tobacco, textiles, 
and beverages has resulted in measura-
ble improvements in compliance and 
revenue collection. The delegation 
was briefed on ongoing enforcement 
actions against illicit cigarette man-
ufacturing and smuggling. It was 
shared that record seizures have 
been made during the current year, 
with coordinated operations involv-
ing customs, inland revenue, pro-
vincial authorities, and dedicated 
enforcement units to curb the illegal 
trade of both finished products and 
raw materials. The BAT delegation 
appreciated the Government’s en-
forcement efforts and raised con-
cerns regarding excise stability, the 
widening price differential between 
formal and illicit products, and the 
export competitiveness of Pakistani 
tobacco. The delegation emphasized 
that policy predictability and a stable 
excise regime would support formal 

sector growth, strengthen revenue 
generation, and enable long-term in-
vestment planning. The delegation 
also highlighted export opportuni-
ties, particularly in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and other international 
markets, and underscored the im-
portance of competitive crop pricing 
and regulatory alignment to enable 
Pakistan to expand its footprint in 
global tobacco exports. Respond-
ing to these concerns, the Finance 
Minister noted that sectoral reviews 
are underway to assess policy meas-
ures and address anomalies where 
required, while ensuring alignment 
with broader fiscal objectives. He 
reiterated that revenue mobilization 
remains critical for fiscal stability; how-
ever, the Government remains open to 
constructive engagement to ensure pol-
icies are effective and sustainable. On 
the macroeconomic front, the Minister 
highlighted significant progress over the 
past two years, including improved fiscal 
indicators, declining inflation, strength-
ened foreign exchange reserves, and 
enhanced external stability.—DNA

Kashmir’s right to 
self-determination 
anchored in int’l 

law: Masood 
ISLAMABAD :Former President of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
and former Ambassador of Pakistan to the United States, Chi-
na, and the United Nations, Masood Khan said here Thursday 
that Kashmir’s right to self-determination was firmly anchored 
in international law, moral legitimacy, and historical justice 
“Pakistan will continue to advocate this cause with full con-
viction and strategic restraint,” Khan said while addressing 
students and faculty members at the National University of 
Computer and Emerging Sciences (FAST). Speaking on the 
theme “Kashmir in International Law and Pakistan’s Strategic 
Narrative,” Khan stated that the Kashmir freedom movement 
predates 1947 and has historical roots extending over two 
centuries. He traced the origins of Kashmiri resistance to op-
pressive regimes beginning in the mid-eighteenth century and 
elaborated on successive phases of political repression, eco-
nomic exploitation, and denial of fundamental rights faced by 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir Khan emphasized that the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir possess an inherent and inalien-
able right to self-determination, rooted in both modern inter-
national law and universal principles of justice. He explained 
that the Indian Independence Act of 1947 provided princely 
states with the legal basis to determine their future based on 
geographical contiguity and demographic composition, both 
of which supported Jammu and Kashmir’s natural alignment 
with Pakistan. Highlighting the legal dimension, Ambassador 
Khan noted that multiple United Nations Security Council 
resolutions reaffirm the Kashmiri people’s right to determine 
their political future through a free and impartial plebiscite. He 
described this right as a peremptory norm of international law 
that cannot be overridden unilaterally. Ambassador Khan un-
derscored that Pakistan’s constitutional and diplomatic stance 
consistently prioritizes the will of the Kashmiri people before 
determining any future political arrangement. He added that 
Pakistan’s strategic narrative is based on international legality, 
moral consistency.—APP

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days
Feb 04/Sri Lanka	

National Day

Feb 06/N. Zea-
land	

National Day

Feb 06/Uganda	
Army Day

Feb 11//Iran 	
Revolution day

Feb 16/DPR 
Korea	

National Day

Feb 16/Lithuania	
National Day

Feb 18/Gambia	
National Day

Feb 19/Nepal	
Democracy Day

Feb 23/Uzbekistan
National Day

Feb 23/Brunei
National Day

Feb 23/Guyana	
National Day

Feb 23/Russia	
National Army Day

Feb 23/Tajikistan	
Armed Forces Day

Feb 25/Kuwait
National Day 

Radio Pakistan vows more 
youth engagement

RAWALPINDI: On World Radio Day 2026, Radio Pakistan Rawalpindi and Riphah Institute 
of Media Sciences jointly organized an inter-university digital content creation competi-
tion which concluded with an award distribution ceremony, where Radio Pakistan reaf-
firmed its commitment to enhance youth-driven programmes. The event brought together 
students, faculty and media professionals from leading institutions including the National 
University of Modern Languages (NUML), Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi 
Women University and Riphah International University. Participants presented their digi-
tal creativity through the competition, with top performers receiving certificates and priz-
es in a formal ceremony. Chief guest Musarrat Sharukh, Director of Programmes Radio 
Pakistan in her address said that youth represent the broadcaster’s strongest foundation 
and future strength. She emphasized that Radio Pakistan has consistently offered young 
people opportunities to learn, express their views and highlight their talent. She further 
hopes that contestants of the event are true ambassadors who would carry forward pos-
itive national messaging. Sharukh recalled Radio Pakistan’s historic contribution to the 
struggle for Pakistan’s creation and its enduring role in safeguarding national traditions, 
culture and identity. She asserted that even in the digital era, Radio Pakistan remains the 
country’s most extensive and effective medium of communication and continues to serve 
as a powerful platform for education, information and constructive messages targeted at 
young audiences. She announced that Radio Pakistan will launch more inclusive programs 
in the coming years, inviting students from all educational institutions to participate and 
apply their creative and digital skills toward positive societal impact. Professor Anees 
Ahmad, Vice Chancellor Riphah International University commended the initiative for re-
viving national traditions and praised radio for its unmatched simplicity and effectiveness 
in reaching people.  He reminded the audience that the Holy Quran describes Muslims 
as one Ummah despite varying schools of thought, and reaffirmed radio’s critical function 
as a wide-reaching medium for delivering news, knowledge, education and creating unity. 
The programme included expert panel discussions on radio’s evolving role in the digital 
landscape, its convergence with artificial intelligence and new opportunities for youth in 
digital media. Speakers highlighted how radio is successfully integrating modern technol-
ogy while upholding responsible and positive communication standards.—APP

 ISLAMABAD: PPP ex-Senator Farhatullah Babar speaking at a ceremony ‘Meet the Author/Book Review’ held to discuss 
former Chairman FBR Shamim Ahmad’s book “Bhutto: The Psychodynamics of His Rise and Fall” organized jointly by the 

Perveen Shakir Trust and the Islamabad Club at the Islamabad Club.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Commerce Jam Kamal Khan and Cam-
bodia’s Minister of Commerce Cham 
Nimul visited the National University 
of Sciences and Technology (NUST) 
and its flagship National Science and 
Technology Park (NSTP) in Islamabad 
to explore avenues for strengthening 
bilateral cooperation in technology, 
innovation, and industry-led research 
The delegation was received by 
(Retd.) Air Marshal Rizwan and senior 
management of NUST, who briefed 
the two Ministers on the university’s 
integrated model of academia–indus-
try–government collaboration, said a 
release issued here on Thursday. The 
leadership presented NUST’s vision 
of building a comprehensive innova-
tion ecosystem that connects educa-
tion, advanced research, commercial-
ization, and industrial partnerships 
under one framework. During the visit 
to NSTP and Techno Park, the delega-
tion was given a detailed presentation 

on projects in artificial intelligence, 
semiconductor design, smart city 
technologies, robotics, aerospace en-
gineering, biotechnology, and digital 
infrastructure.  The Ministers were 
informed about Pakistan’s growing 
indigenous capabilities in chip design, 
high-performance computing, and 
AI-driven solutions developed accord-
ing to local requirements and interna-
tional commercial standards. Federal 
Minister Jam Kamal Khan appreciat-
ed the depth of innovation at NUST 
and lauded the institution’s role in 
strengthening Pakistan’s knowledge 
economy. He remarked that the fu-
ture of trade diplomacy lies in tech-
nology-driven growth and emphasized 
that Pakistan must position itself not 
only as a trading nation but also as a 
technology-producing and exporting 
economy.  The Minister commended 
the researchers, startups, and indus-
try partners at NSTP for contributing 
to national capacity building and ex-

pressed confidence that such ecosys-
tems will play a vital role in enhancing 
Pakistan’s global competitiveness. 
Cambodia’s Minister of Commerce 
Cham Nimul praised Pakistan’s struc-
tured innovation model and described 
the NSTP ecosystem as impressive 
and forward-looking. She noted that 
the integration of academia, indus-
try, and government under one plat-
form provides a practical blueprint 
for emerging economies seeking to 
modernize their industrial and digital 
capabilities.  The Cambodian Minister 
expressed keen interest in expanding 
collaboration in digital infrastructure, 
research exchange, and technology 
transfer, underscoring her country’s 
commitment to strengthening eco-
nomic ties with Pakistan. The delega-
tion also visited advanced laboratories, 
where they observed aerospace control 
models, AI-based smart city systems, 
and semiconductor design projects de-
veloped by local teams. —DNA

Pakistan, Cambodia  to explore 
bilateral technology collaboration

Briefs
18 Suspicious 

Individuals, 
Including 

Afghan 
National held

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) 
Police conducted a grand 
search and combing opera-
tion in various areas of the 
federal capital as part of ef-
forts to strengthen security 
and curb criminal activities. 
An official told APP on 
Thursday that the opera-
tion was carried out under 
the supervision of zonal 
SPs, with the participation 
of lady police officials. He 
said that during the opera-
tion, police teams checked 
409 individuals and 309 
houses. Additionally, 126 
motorcycles and 56 vehi-
cles were inspected, with 
officers focusing on docu-
mentation and suspicious 
movement. The official said 
that 18 suspicious individ-
uals, including an Afghan 
national, along with 14 mo-
torcycles, were shifted to 
relevant police stations for 
verification. He said that 
the primary objective of 
the operation was to iden-
tify suspicious elements, 
prevent crime, and enhance 
public safety.—APP

Delegation to 
participate
in annual 

parliamentary 
hearing at UN
ISLAMABAD: A high-level 
parliamentary delegation 
led by Chairman Senate 
Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani, will 
represent the country at 
the Annual Parliamentary 
Hearing at the United Na-
tions.  According to a news 
release, the delegation will 
participate in several ses-
sions over the course of 
two days on February 12 
and 13, which include “The 
UN at 80: Renewing trust 
and purpose through co-
operation and partnership; 
Translating global commit-
ments into national reali-
ties; Protecting democracy 
from within: Parliamentary 
safeguards responsibilities 
and renewal in times of 
democratic erosion and Fi-
nancing and future-proofing 
the United Nations.  The 
Chairman Senate will meet 
with the President of the 
UN General Assembly as 
well as the President of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) on the sidelines of 
the Annual Hearing.  Sena-
tor Farooq H. Naek, Senator 
Muhammad Adbul Qadir, 
Syed Faisal Ali Subzwari, 
are part of the parliamenta-
ry delegation.  The Annual 
IPU Parliamentary Hearing 
2026 is a high-level global 
forum jointly organized by 
the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) and the Unit-
ed Nations, which brings 
together parliamentarians 
from across the world with 
senior UN officials, diplo-
mats, experts, and civil so-
ciety representatives. 

WAPDA 
wraps up 

digital skills 
training

ISLAMABAD: WAPDA has 
completed a digital mar-
keting, freelancing and 
e-commerce training pro-
gram for youth from pro-
ject-affected communities 
in Upper Kohistan under 
the Dasu Hydropower Pro-
ject (DHPP), the authority 
said. The six-month pro-
gram ran from July 2025 
to January 2026 at the Gov-
ernment Centennial Model 
High School in Dasu and 
was implemented in collab-
oration with the Abdullah 
Institute of Technology, 
Abbottabad.  According to 
a Gwadar Pro’s report, It 
aimed to equip local youth 
with practical, market-ready 
digital skills and promote 
self-employment. The cur-
riculum covered digital 
marketing strategies, social 
media marketing, content 
creation, online advertising, 
use of freelancing platforms 
and e-commerce business 
models, according to the 
statement.  Participants 
were trained to build online 
brands, explore freelancing 
opportunities and man-
age e-commerce ventures. 
A certificate distribution 
ceremony was held at the 
school to mark the comple-
tion of the training. Officials 
from NESPAK attended the 
event, while Deputy Direc-
tor WAPDA Riaz Ahmed 
was the chief guest. Certif-
icates were awarded to all 
80 participants.—APP

Load-shedding 
linked to 

feeder losses
ISLAMABAD: Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Energy 
(Power Division) Aamir Talal 
Khan informed the National 
Assembly on Thursday that 
load-shedding on certain 
feeders is primarily linked to 
high transmission and distri-
bution losses. Responding to 
a question during the Ques-
tion Hour, he said feeders ex-
periencing 10 hours or more 
of load-shedding are mainly 
those with elevated loss ra-
tios.  He noted that the issue 
been raised repeatedly in the 
House and clarified that the 
duration of load-shedding 
is directly connected to the 
level of losses on individual 
feeders. To address the prob-
lem, he said the government 
is undertaking multiple cor-
rective measures. The entire 
cable system is being upgrad-
ed, with conventional lines 
being replaced by Aerial Bun-
dled Cables (ABC) to curb 
theft and reduce losses. In 
addition, around 1.6 million 
Advanced Metering Infrastruc-
ture (AMI) meters have so far 
been installed, replacing old 
meters. He added that by the 
end of 2026, all three-phase 
meters across the country 
would be converted to AMI 
meters, which would help sig-
nificantly reduce losses and 
improve monitoring.—APP

Cars’ sale, 
production up 

by 44.74%
ISLAMABAD: The sale 
and production of cars in 
the country witnessed an 
increase of 44.74 and 57.46 
percent respectively during 
the first seven months of 
current fiscal year 2025-26 
as compared to correspond-
ing period of last year. Dur-
ing the July-January 2025-
26, as many as 84,512 cars 
were sold against the sale 
of 58,385 units while the 
production of cars increased 
from 58,915 units to 92,772 
units, showing growth of 
44.74 and 57.46 percent 
respectively, said Pakistan 
Automobile Manufactur-
ing Association (PAMA). 
Among cars, the sale of 
Honda cars increased by 
61.25 percent from 8,389 
units during last year to 
13,528 units during cur-
rent year while Toyota Co-
rolla and Toyota Yaris cars 
sale also grew by 53.74 
percent from 11,782 units 
to 20,798 units. The sale 
of Suzuki Swift went up 
from 4,644 units to 8,921 
units, showing an increase 
of 92.07 percent whereas 
the sale of Hyundai Elant-
ra increased to 1,550 units 
from 760 units. The sale of 
Suzuki Cultus surged to 2,963 
units from 1,605 during last 
year whereas the sale of Suzuki 
Alto also increase to 31,172 
units from 24,633 units  The 
sale of Suzuki Every witnessed 
an increase of 239.46 percent 
from 1,467 units against 4,980 
units. APP

Pak reaffirms commitment 
to rural transformation  

at IFAD Council
dna

ISLAMABAD: Minister 
for National Food Security 
and Research, Rana Tan-
veer Hussain on Thursday 
reaffirmed commitment to 
rural transformation in or-
der to promote agriculture 
sector for the development 
of local economy as well as 
to attain social prosperity 
in the country.  The minis-
ter is on an official visit to 
Rome where he is leading 
Pakistan’s delegation at the 
49th Session of the Govern-
ing Council of the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD).  The 
session brought together 
ministers, development 
partners, financial institu-
tions, private sector rep-
resentatives and youth en-
trepreneurs to deliberate 
on rural transformation, 
sustainable agriculture and 
innovative financing for 
smallholder communities.  
On the sidelines of the Gov-
erning Council, the Minis-
ter held a detailed bilateral 
meeting with IFAD Pres-
ident Alvaro Lario, said a 
press release received here 
today.  The discussions 

centered on the progress 
of IFAD-funded projects in 
Pakistan, future areas of 
cooperation and Pakistan’s 
continued engagement in 
IFAD’s replenishment cy-
cles. 
Rana Tanveer Hussain re-
affirmed Pakistan’s firm 
commitment to strength-
ening its long-standing 
partnership with IFAD and 
extended a formal invita-
tion to the President to un-
dertake an official visit to 
Pakistan.  President Lario 
fondly recalled the signing 
of the bilateral Home Coun-
try Agreement in July 2023 
and the subsequent estab-
lishment of IFAD’s Home 
Country Office in Islamabad 
later that year.  He appreci-
ated Pakistan’s historic role 
as a founding member of 
IFAD and conveyed his in-
terest in visiting Islamabad 
in the near future to further 
deepen collaboration.  The 
meeting also reviewed Pa-
kistan’s expanding portfo-
lio with IFAD, which now 
exceeds $1.2 billion.  Both 
sides expressed satisfac-
tion over the steady imple-
mentation of projects under 
the current country strate-
gy, which focuses on rural 
development, poverty re-

duction, food security and 
climate resilience across 
all provinces.  The Minister 
noted that IFAD-support-
ed initiatives are reaching 
some of the country’s most 
remote and underserved 
areas, including Gilgit-Bal-
tistan, Balochistan, South 
Punjab and other marginal-
ized regions. 
 During his engagements, 
Rana Tanveer Hussain also 
welcomed the forthcoming 
visit of IFAD Executive 
Vice President Mr. Donal 
Brown, expected in March. 
Mr. Brown recalled his 
previous interactions with 
Pakistani leadership and 
expressed his intention to 
continue close coordination 
with Pakistan on future de-
velopment initiatives.  At 
the high-level roundtable 
marking ten years of the 
International Day of Fami-
ly Remittances, the Minis-
ter highlighted Pakistan’s 
position among leading 
remittance-receiving coun-
tries.  He emphasized the 
Government’s efforts to 
promote financial inclusion 
and channel remittance 
flows into productive sec-
tors, particularly agricul-
ture and small and medium 
enterprises.  Speaking at a 

thematic session on invest-
ing in young entrepreneurs, 
he underscored the impor-
tance of connecting farm-
ers to markets and creat-
ing opportunities for rural 
youth through value chain 
development and agribusi-
ness support.  Pakistan’s 
partnership with IFAD 
dates back to 1978. Over 
the decades, the Fund has 
financed 26 projects and 
programmes in the coun-
try with a cumulative port-
folio of over $ 2.3 billion, 
including government and 
co-financing contributions.  
At present, four major pro-
jects are under implemen-
tation, aimed at enhancing 
agricultural productivity, 
supporting women through 
asset transfers and liveli-
hood schemes, expanding 
irrigation and market ac-
cess in mountainous areas, 
and graduating vulnerable 
households out of poverty 
through integrated support 
programmes. 
 The Minister observed that 
IFAD’s community-driven 
model has been particular-
ly effective in empowering 
rural women, strengthen-
ing smallholder farming 
systems and promoting cli-
mate-smart agriculture. 

Pakistan successfully 
launches Satellite EO-2

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has marked a major achieve-
ment in its national space programme with the suc-
cessful launch of its second indigenous Earth Observa-
tion Satellite, EO-2, from China’s Yangjiang Seashore 
Launch Centre, on Thursday Developed by the Space 
and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (SU-
PARCO), the EO-2 satellite is designed to signifi-
cantly enhance the country’s earth observation and 
high-resolution imaging capabilities. The officials of 
SUPARCO said the satellite will provide critical data 
to support national development planning, natural re-
source management, environmental monitoring, and 
urban expansion.  It will also strengthen governance, 

disaster management, climate analysis, and strategic 
decision-making by delivering accurate and timely 
satellite imagery. With the addition of EO-2, Pakistan 
has expanded its satellite fleet, ensuring improved 
continuity, coverage, and precision of earth obser-
vation data. SUPARCO officials termed the launch a 
milestone in Pakistan’s space journey, noting that the 
successful indigenous development of EO-2 reflects 
the country’s growing technical expertise and self-reli-
ance in advanced satellite technology. The achievement 
highlights Pakistan’s steady progress in utilizing space-
based solutions for socio-economic development, nation-
al resilience, and scientific advancement.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Laborers are busy in their working during the construction of flyover of 10th Avenue in Federal Capital.

FGP holds 
high-level meeting
ISLAMABAD: Freedom Gate Prosperity (FGP) convened 
a high-level meeting with Dr. Sayad Parastar, a renowned 
agricultural scientist and Chairman of Henan Pallas Bio-
technology Co. Ltd., to explore potential collaboration 
aimed at improving soil health and boosting agricultural 
productivity in Pakistan, particularly in climate-stressed 
and degraded regions. The meeting was held at the FGP 
office, according to a press release issued here on Thurs-
day. Discussions focused on sustainable soil restoration 
approaches to address declining fertility, salinity, nutrient 
imbalances, and long-term land degradation—factors that 
are constraining crop yields and affecting farmers’ liveli-
hoods across large parts of the country. The meeting was 
attended by Sarmad Hussain, a Pakistani-German scholar; 
Shafqat Aziz; Dr. Shahbaz Tariq; Dr. Kausar Khan; Atif 
Saeed of FGP; and Mr. Asad Rafi, CEO of Micronox. Par-
ticipants described the engagement as a forward-looking 
step toward structured cooperation, including technical ex-
changes and potential pilot initiatives. During the session, 
Dr. Parastar shared international experiences related to 
soil rehabilitation practices, including the use of S8 (oc-
tasulfur)-based applications as one component of a broad-
er soil improvement strategy. He presented insights from 
arid and salt-affected regions where such approaches have 
reportedly contributed to improved soil conditions and en-
hanced crop performance over time. He emphasized that 
the primary focus should remain on sustainable soil resto-
ration rather than short-term yield gains. Leading the dis-
cussion, Muhammad Anwar, CEO of FGP, highlighted the 
urgency of soil regeneration in the face of climate change, 
water scarcity, and growing food security challenges. He 
stressed that restoring soil must be guided by scientific val-
idation, local adaptation, and collaboration with research 
institutions, government bodies, and farming commu-
nities. Sarmad Hussain, who accompanied Dr. Paras-
tar, also contributed to discussions on coordination 
mechanisms and potential pathways for responsible 
international cooperation. Both sides described the 
dialogue as constructive and agreed to move forward 
in a structured and time-bound manner. In the com-
ing weeks, technical parameters, validation process-
es, and collaboration modalities will be further exam-
ined, including the possibility of pilot demonstrations 
aligned with Pakistan’s agricultural priorities.—DNA
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Yemen charting road to 
peace and security 

with new government
Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg

YEMEN turned a new page with the formation of a new government last 
week. Led by former Foreign Minister Dr. Shaya Al-Zindani, it prom-

ised major economic, political and security reforms. Al-Zindani is a veteran 
diplomat who served in the diplomatic corps of the pre-1990 southern gov-
ernment, then in the unity government post-1990, before he was appointed 
foreign minister in 2024. As a conciliatory leader who avoids friction and 
inflammatory rhetoric, he is the man for the moment.
The challenges before the new government are immense. Politically, the 
main task is to resume the search for a political solution to the Yemen crisis. 
The UN-mediated talks with the Houthis are at a standstill and need to be 
jumpstarted. With the dissolution of the Southern Transitional Council, the 
government has reunited all areas under its authority and is in a good po-
sition to lead the negotiations. Yemen needs to strengthen its international 
support systems. During the eight-year conflict with the Southern Transi-
tional Council, it was nearly paralyzed as the rebel group usurped govern-
ment authority and pursued its own diplomatic moves. The near-unanimous 
expressions of support for the new government are a measure of how much 
the international community is eager for Yemen to resume its rightful place 
in the region and that it is ready to lend a helping hand.
The Friends of Yemen is one of those support systems. It is a group 
of 30 major countries that have in the past provided political, eco-
nomic and security support for Yemen. The G10 group of ambassa-
dors, which grew to become 20 ambassadors from the countries most 
concerned about Yemen, including the five permanent members of 
the UN Security Council, provided useful diplomatic coordination. 
Donors also had their own group to coordinate with the government 
on aid. These support groups supplemented the work of joint Gulf 
Cooperation Council-Yemen committees and bilateral relations. As 
a conciliatory leader who avoids friction and inflammatory rheto-
ric, Al-Zindani is the man for the moment
Security is a paramount concern for the new government. Internally, 
it has to deal with the Houthi military threat. Although there has 
been a tenuous truce for about four years, the rebel group has broken 

it with numerous attempts to annex more land. It also poses a serious 
threat to maritime security and freedom of navigation in the Red Sea, 
Bab Al-Mandab Strait and Gulf of Aden. The Yemeni government’s 
ability to patrol its territorial waters was hampered by the fragmenta-
tion of security forces and the rivalry between them.
The situation improved with the Southern Transitional Council’s dis-
solution last month and especially since the government decided to 
put all armed groups under a unified command in coordination with 
the Coalition to Restore Legitimacy in Yemen. Yemen could now play 
a larger role in countering Houthi threats, both internal and in Yeme-
ni waters, but it needs support from the rest of the world.
The third major challenge, after the political and security spheres, 
is the state of the economy, which has hampered the government’s 
ability to provide basic services and humanitarian assistance to the 
population. The Southern Transitional Council rebellion against 
the internationally recognized government in 2017 exacerbated an 
already fragile economy, which nearly collapsed in 2015 following 
the Houthi takeover of the capital Sanaa the previous September. 
To bring the economy back, the government needs security, stabil-
ity and the resumption of economic activity
Yemen’s gross domestic product contracted by more than 37 percent 
in three years, from $43 billion in 2014 to about $31 billion in 2016 and 
$27 billion in 2017, the year the Southern Transitional Council began 
its rebellion. During its eight-year control of much of the south between 
2017 and 2025, the economy shrank to $17 billion. Thus, the Houthi 
insurgency in the north and the Southern Transitional Council rebellion 
in the south caused a 58-percent contraction from 2014 levels. To bring 
the economy back from this unprecedented collapse, the government 
needs security, stability and the resumption of economic activity. There 
is significant economic potential but the government needs the help of 
its friends and partners, especially in restoring economic capacity.
There are at least four areas of potential economic growth that could 
be maximized through international engagement and cooperation. 
Oil and gas production can bring in fuel for the needed economic 
recovery and funds for government expenditure. Restoring farmers’ 
ability to grow crops and export surplus could bring life back to the 
countryside and improve food security. In the past, Yemen had thriv-
ing fisheries for both local consumption and export. Tourism also has 
some potential, especially specialized and ecotourism.
Realizing the significant potential in these four areas requires several 
steps, which the government could handle with the help of its growing 
group of friends. Security needs to be restored to jumpstart economic 
activity. The exchange rate needs to be stabilized to reassure traders. 
And a sound economic plan is needed to spur investment.
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Make America Go Away

Sportsmanship Spirit

Qamar Bashir

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

T HE red caps were impossible to miss. In 
Copenhagen’s winter chill, protesters 
gathered waving Danish and Greenlandic 

flags, their message stitched in bold white letters 
across crimson fabric: “Make America Go Away.” 
What began as a satirical play on Donald Trump’s 
“Make America Great Again” slogan has become 
something more serious — a symbol of European 
unease, even defiance, in the face of escalating 
rhetoric over Greenland.
The hats were created by Danish vintage shop own-
er Jesper Rabe Tonnesen. Initially a novelty, they 
gained traction only after Washington intensified 
its language about Greenland’s strategic value and 
potential American control. What might once have 
been dismissed as political theatre began to feel 
real. “This isn’t reality TV,” Tonnesen remarked. 
“It’s actually reality.” Within a single weekend, 
thousands of caps were ordered. Protest signs at 
Copenhagen’s city hall declared “No Means No” 
and “Make America Smart Again,” combining hu-
mor with unmistakable political intent.
The symbolism extended beyond Denmark. At the 
Winter Olympics opening ceremony in Milan, Vice 
President JD Vance was met with audible boos when 
his image appeared on stadium screens during the 
Parade of Nations. The U.S. delegation of athletes 
received cheers, but the mood shifted when the 
camera cut to the American political contingent. Ital-
ian protesters had already marched earlier that day 
against reports of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement personnel advising on Olympic securi-
ty. For many Europeans, the moment crystallized a 
broader frustration — not necessarily with the Amer-
ican people, but with Washington’s posture.
The episode in Milan was not isolated. It came amid 
growing debate in Europe over U.S. foreign policy 
choices, including the controversial military opera-
tion that resulted in the capture of Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolás Maduro, heightened tensions with Iran, 
and Washington’s unwavering alignment with Israel 
during the Gaza conflict. Each event, viewed individu-
ally, can be defended by American policymakers as a 
matter of national security or strategic necessity. But 
collectively, they are reshaping perceptions abroad. 
Greenland, long considered a peripheral issue out-
side diplomatic circles, has suddenly become central 
to Arctic geopolitics. Its vast mineral reserves, stra-
tegic location, and proximity to new shipping lanes 
have elevated its importance in a world defined by 

great-power competition. Yet the tone of Washington’s 
overtures — seen by many in Denmark as coercive 
— has triggered a backlash. European governments 
have publicly reaffirmed Denmark’s sovereignty and 
emphasized that territorial integrity is non-negotia-
ble. The Arctic, once framed as a zone of cooperation, 
now risks becoming a theatre of suspicion.
Relations with Canada have been further strained by 
controversy surrounding the Gordie Howe Internation-
al Bridge, a $6.4 billion infrastructure project linking 
Detroit, Michigan, and Windsor, Ontario. The bridge—
expected to open in 2026—is jointly owned on a 50/50 
basis by the State of Michigan and the Government 
of Canada. Notably, Canada financed the entire con-
struction cost after Michigan lawmakers declined to 
contribute upfront funding. However, in January 2026, 
Trump threatened to block the bridge’s opening unless 
the United States was “fully compensated,” suggesting 
America should own “at least one half” of the asset—de-
spite the existing equal ownership structure. The dis-
pute underscores how a project designed to strengthen 
bilateral trade—facilitating approximately 25% of total 
U.S.-Canada goods trade that crosses the Detroit River 
corridor—has become entangled in broader trade ten-
sions and political leverage, raising concerns about the 
reliability of cross-border economic cooperation.
Meanwhile, the operation in Venezuela has set a 
dangerous precedent for unilateral intervention 
and raised questions about international law. Lat-
in American leaders voiced alarm at the optics of 
a powerful nation apprehending a sitting head of 
state. Whether justified or not, the event reinforced 
a perception among some allies that Washington is 
increasingly comfortable acting alone.
Soft power — the intangible currency of legitimacy, 
cultural attraction, and moral authority — depends 
less on force and more on trust. The United States 
has historically wielded enormous soft power, built 
on alliances, democratic ideals, economic partner-
ships, and cultural influence. But soft power can 
erode quietly. It does not collapse in a single mo-
ment; it thins through accumulated grievances.
The Gaza conflict has intensified that erosion. 
While Washington frames its position as support 
for a longstanding ally, public opinion across Eu-
rope has grown sharply critical of Israeli military 
actions. In cities from Berlin to London to Copen-
hagen, demonstrations have linked U.S. policy di-
rectly to the humanitarian crisis. Israel itself has 
faced a steep reputational decline internationally, 

and by extension, so has the United States as its 
principal backer. At home, polarization further 
complicates America’s global image. Open confron-
tations between federal and state authorities on 
immigration, sanctuary policies, and law enforce-
ment create the impression of internal instability. 
For foreign observers, domestic discord weakens 
diplomatic leverage. Allies prefer predictability. 
Strategic partnerships rely on continuity.
The war in Ukraine also looms large. What began 
as a united Western front against Russian aggres-
sion has grown more complex. Questions about 
burden-sharing, fatigue, and long-term commit-
ment circulate in European capitals. If America ap-
pears distracted or transactional, doubts multiply.
What the red caps truly signify is not a desire for 
American disappearance, but a demand for recali-
bration. Satire often captures what formal diplomacy 
cannot. “Make America Go Away” is less a literal plea 
than an expression of frustration — a shorthand for 
“we feel unheard.” Power exercised without broad 
consent becomes expensive. Influence sustained 
through persuasion endures. If Washington is per-
ceived as substituting pressure for partnership, the 
cost will not appear immediately in treaties or troop 
deployments. It will surface in subtle ways: in public 
opinion polls, in parliamentary debates, in hesitant 
endorsements at multilateral forums. The United 
States does not deserve to be haunted by slogans 
calling for its departure, nor should its leaders be 
booed at global celebrations meant to transcend pol-
itics. But neither can those moments be dismissed 
as trivial. They are signals. They reflect accumulated 
discontent over tone, method, and alignment.
The challenge now is not whether America should 
go away. It is whether it can pause, reassess, and re-
store confidence among those who once viewed it as 
indispensable. The red caps in Copenhagen may fade 
from fashion. The deeper question is whether the sen-
timents they represent will fade as well — or whether 
they mark the beginning of a more profound shift in 
the transatlantic relationship. Bridges can connect, or 
they can become bargaining chips. The choice, ulti-
mately, rests not in slogans, but in statecraft.
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T HE word sportsmanship was once spoken 
with reverence, not as a slogan but as a 
lived tradition, especially on the playing 

fields of South Asia. In earlier decades, when 
tempers between neighbouring states often ran 
high, sport still retained a rare dignity. Pakistan 
and India, despite wars, diplomatic breakdowns 
and enduring political hostility, continued to meet 
in hockey, cricket and other games under tense cir-
cumstances, yet the tension seldom poisoned the 
spirit of play. Teams travelled to each other’s coun-
tries, crowds watched with passion but restraint, 
and the field itself remained a neutral ground 
where humanity quietly prevailed over hostility.
Those who witnessed that era still recall small but 
telling gestures that defined sportsmanship. Fielders 
tying the shoelaces of an opposing batsman, sharing 
a laugh after a fierce contest, or applauding a good 
shot regardless of the flag on the jersey were not seen 
as acts of weakness. They were expressions of confi-
dence, of a belief that sport was larger than politics. 
A particularly luminous example occurred on Decem-
ber 22, 1989, during a ODI match between Pakistan 
and India at Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium. Waqar Younis 
appealed to Indian batsman Srikanth to be given out 
LBW on an in-swing ball, to which umpire Shakoor 
Rana raised his finger in the air. Srikanth protested 
and hesitated to leave. At that moment, Pakistan’s 
captain Imran Khan did something almost unthinka-
ble by today’s standards; he invited the Srikanth to 
continue despite the decision of Umpire. Srikanth 
resumed his innings, only to be dismissed on the 
very next delivery, caught behind the wicket by Salim 
Yousaf. The scorecard recorded an ordinary dismiss-
al, but history recorded an extraordinary act of grace.
Contrast that ethos with more recent scenes, where 
even the courtesy of a handshake after the toss has 
been denied. When an Indian captain declined to 
shake hands with his Pakistani counterpart, it sig-

naled more than personal discourtesy; it marked the 
visible entry of state politics into the arena of sport. 
What was once a sanctuary from power games has in-
creasingly become an extension of them.
International sport is always governed by federa-
tions and councils, each claiming independence, 
neutrality and adherence to rules that transcend 
borders. Yet doubts about their impartiality grow 
louder with each selective decision. The Interna-
tional Olympic Committee provides a striking il-
lustration. Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
in February 2022, the IOC suspended the Russian 
Olympic Committee in October 2023, barring Rus-
sia from competing as a nation, including at the 
2026 Winter Olympics. Funding was withdrawn and 
athletes were denied the right to participate under 
their national banner. The message was unambigu-
ous: state actions would carry sporting consequenc-
es, regardless of the individual athlete’s stance.
Yet in another theatre of human tragedy, after near-
ly two years of devastating violence in Gaza, the 
IOC adopted a markedly different tone. It main-
tained that athletes should not be held responsible 
for the actions of their governments, a principle 
that suddenly regained prominence when applied 
to Israeli athletes. This contrast has fuelled accusa-
tions of hypocrisy and bias, with critics arguing that 
moral principles appear flexible when aligned with 
Western interests. The IOC insists on complexity 
and case-by-case judgment, but to many observers, 
the inconsistency has tarnished its moral authority.
Cricket, too, has not been spared. The Internation-
al Cricket Council has repeatedly adjusted venues 
and formats in ways widely perceived as accom-
modating political pressure from powerful boards, 
particularly India’s. During the 2025 Champions 
Trophy hosted by Pakistan, India refused to trav-
el, citing security and political reasons. The ICC 
responded by shifting India’s matches to neutral 

venues in the UAE under a hybrid model. Similar 
dynamics have shaped several Asia Cups, relocated 
or restructured due to India’s reluctance to engage 
bilaterally with Pakistan, even if those tournaments 
formally fall under the Asian Cricket Council.
The controversy deepened during the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2026, co-hosted by India and Sri Lanka. 
Bangladesh requested that its group-stage matches be 
moved from Indian venues to Sri Lanka, citing securi-
ty and political concerns amid strained relations. The 
ICC rejected the request after assessments found no 
credible threat. When Bangladesh refused to travel, it 
was replaced by Scotland, effectively excluding Bang-
ladesh from the tournament. No penalties were im-
posed, and as a conciliatory gesture, Bangladesh was 
promised hosting rights for an additional ICC event 
in the future. Yet comparisons were inevitable: why 
was India accommodated with neutral venues, while 
Bangladesh was shown the door?
The episode exposed the fragile intersection of 
power, politics and principle in modern sport. Pa-
kistan’s response, however, stood out. By initially 
expressing solidarity with Bangladesh and ques-
tioning the apparent double standards, Pakistan 
sought to free the game from monopoly and moral 
selectivity. Though it later agreed to play for the 
broader stability of the tournament, the gesture of 
support was widely acknowledged by Bangladesh 
as an act rooted in fairness rather than expediency.
Sport, at its best, is a civilising force. It teaches 
restraint in victory, dignity in defeat, and respect 
across divides that politics often deepens. When 
politics colonises the playing field, the game loses 
not only its innocence but its credibility. The les-
son from Lahore in 1989 still resonates; rules mat-
ter, but spirit matters more. If international sport 
wishes to retain its moral claim, it must rediscover 
the courage to apply principles evenly and allow 
the game, once again, to breathe free of influence. 
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LAHORE: Faheem Ashraf became the first-ever play-
er to be auctioned for HBL PSL 11 and was plucked 
by Islamabad United for 8.5 crore after fierce round 
of bids starting from his base price of 4.2 crore.  Mo-
hammad Wasim Jnr (4.1 crores), Imad Wasim (2.2 
crores), Haider Ali (1.5 crores) and Mehran Mumtaz 
(1.2 crores) also became part of the inaugural HBL 
PSL Champions. Pakistan U19 prodigy Sameer 
Minhas bagged 1.9 crores and will begin his HBL 
PSL career with Islamabad United.  Mark Chapman 
was bought for seven crores by United, while they 
got Shamar Joseph for 1.1 crores. Dipendra Singh 
Airee will become first Nepal player to feature in 
HBL PSL as he was picked up for 60 lacs by United. 
Left-hand batter David Warner is set to rejoin Ka-
rachi Kings after being released. Kings made the 
winning bid for their former skipper at 7.9 crores. 
Azam Khan will also join Karachi Kings for the first 
time as he was sold for 3.25 crores.
Kings also picked up Pakistan T20I captain Salman 
Ali Agha for 5.85 crores and brought in Australi-
an leg-spinner Adam Zampa for 4.5 crores, who is 
also set to make his HBL PSL debut.  Fast bowler 
Naseem Shah became the first player to be bought 
by Rawalpindi as they made the highest bid of the 
Auction at 8.65 crore. Rawalpindi also made head-
lines by taking onboard the New Zealand all-rounder 
Daryl Mitchell for 8.05 crores, setting the tone for 
a highly anticipated campaign.  Among other nota-
ble Rawalpindi picks were Mohammad Amir (5.4 
crores) and left-arm spinner Asif Afridi (2.4 crores).
Rilee Rossouw will play his 10th HBL PSL sea-
son and sixth for Quetta Gladiators as he was 
snapped for 5.55 crores. Rossouw is the leading 
run-scorer among the foreign players in the his-
tory of HBL PSL. Khawaja Mohammad Nafay 
was one of the most headlined picks by Quetta 
as he was bought for 6.5 crores, after his price 
ballooned from 1.1 crore base price.  Test fast 
bowler Mohammad Ali became the first pick of 
Hyderabad Houston Kingsmen as they put out 

2.15 crore for him. Kingsmen later also made 
some strong picks comprising player of the fi-
nal in HBL PSL X Kusal Perera (3.1 crores) and 
Emerging player of HBL PSL 9 Muhammad Irfan 
Khan (2.9 crores).  Haris Rauf will return to La-
hore Qalandars as he pocketed a pay cheque of 
7.6 crore from defending champions. They also 
bought back the second-leading run-scorer in 
HBL PSL history Fakhar Zaman for 7.95 crores. 
Two other notable picks for Qalandars were of 
leg-spinner Usama Mir (3.5 crores) and exciting 
fast bowler Ubaid Shah (2.7 crores).  Sialkot Stal-
lionz got Sahibzada Farhan for 5.70 crore. Ashton 
Turner (4.2 crore), Peter Siddle (2.5 crore), Tabraiz 
Shamsi (2.2 crores) and Josh Phillippe (2.3 crores) 
form a strong overseas core for the Stallionz. They 
also made sure to take up left-arm wrist-spinner 
Momin Qamar for 1.075 crores.  Australia pacer 
Peter Siddle will also make his HBL PSL debut as 
he was snapped by Stallionz for 2.5 crores. 
Peshawar Zalmi bought a familiar local core 
of Aamir Jamal (1.90 crore), Khuram Shahzad 
(2.7 crore) and Mohammad Haris (2.2 crore) 
apart from buying Iftikhar Ahmed for 1.8 
crores. Their foreign picks included Michael 
Bracewell (4.2 crores), Kusal Mendis (4.2 
crores) and James Vince (3 crores). 
Final squads: (all values above and below are in PKR) 
Hyderabad Houston Kings 
Direct signing - Marnus Labuschagne (5.88 crore)
Retained - Saim Ayub (12.6 crore), Akif Javed (1.96 
crore), Maaz Sadaqat, Usman Khan (4.62 crore) 
Bought – Mohammad Ali (2.15 crore), Kusal Perera (3.1 
crore), Muhammad Irfan Khan (2.9 crore), Hassan Khan 
(1.85 crores), Shayan Jahangir (60 lacs), Ottniel Baart-
man (1.1 crores), Hammad Azam (60 lacs), Riley Mere-
dith (4.2 crores), Sharjeel Khan (60 lacs), Asif Mehmood 
(60 lacs), Hunain Shah (60 lacs), Rizwan Mehmood (60 
lacs), Saad Ali (60 lacs), Tayyab Arif (60 lacs) 
Islamabad United
Direct signing – Devon Conway (6.3 crore)

Retained – Shadab Khan (7 crore), Salman Irshad 
(1.2 crore), Andries Gous (1.4 crore) 
Bought - Faheem Ashraf (8.5 crore), Mehran 
Mumtaz (1.2 crore), Max Bryant (1.9 crore), Mark 
Chapman (7 crore), Mohammad Wasim Jnr (4.1 
crores), Mir Hamza Sajjad (70 lacs), Sameen Gul (60 
lacs), Sameer Minhas (1.9 crores), Shamar Joseph 
(1.1 crores), Imad Wasim (2.2 crores), Richard Glee-
son (1.2 crores), Haider Ali (1.5 crores), Mohammad 
Hasnain (77.5 lacs), Dipendra Singh Airee (60 lacs) 
Karachi Kings 
Direct Signing – Moeen Ali (6.44 crore) 
Retained – Hasan Ali (4.76 crore), Mohammad Ab-
bas Afridi (3.08 crore), Khushdil Shah (3.36 crore), 
Saad Baig (60 lac) 
Bought – David Warner (7.9 crore), Azam Khan 
(3.25 crore), Salman Ali Agha (5.85 crore), Shahid 
Aziz (92.5 lac), Mir Hamza (2.4 crore), Adam Zam-
pa (4.5 crores), Hamza Sohail (60 lacs), Aqib Ilyas 
(60 lacs), Khuzaima Bin Tanveer (60 lacs), Johnson 
Charles (2 crores), Muhammad Waseem (1.1 crore), 
Ihsanullah (1.05 crores), Rizwanullah (60 lacs) 
Lahore Qalandars 
Direct Signing – Mustafizur Rahman (6.44 crore)
Retained – Shaheen Shah Afridi (7 crore), Abdul-
lah Shafique (2.2 crore), Sikandar Raza (2.8 crore), 
Mohammad Naeem (70 lac) 
Bought – Haris Rauf (7.6 crore), Usama Mir (3.5 crore), 
Fakhar Zaman (7.95 crore), Ubaid Shah (2.7 crore), 
Haseebullah (1.1 crore), Mohammad Farooq (60 lacs), 
Dasun Shanaka (75 lacs), Parvez Hussain Emon (60 
lacs), Asif Ali (60 lacs), Hussain Talat (77.5 lacs), Tayy-
ab Tahir (60 lacs), Gudakesh Motie (1.1 crores) 
Rawalpindi 
Direct Signing – None 
Retained – Mohammad Rizwan (5.6 crore), Sam 
Billings (3.08 crore), Zaman Khan (1.12 crore), Ya-
sir Khan (60 lac) 
Bought – Naseem Shah (8.65 crore), Rishad Hossain 
(3 crore), Daryl Mitchell (8.05 crores), Mohammad 
Amir (5.4 crore), Abdullah Fazal (67.5 lac), Amad 

Butt (80 lacs), Dian Forrestor (60 lacs), Laurie Ev-
ans (1.1 crores), Asif Afridi (2.4 crore), Kamran Ghu-
lam (65 lacs), Fawad Ali (60 lacs), Mohammad Amir 
Khan (60 lacs), Shahzaib Khan (60 lacs)
Peshawar Zalmi
Direct Signing – Aaron Hardie (6.3 crore)
Retained – Babar Azam (7 crore), Sufyan Moqim 
(4.48 crore), Abdul Samad (2.8 crore), Ali Raza 
(1.96 crore)
Bought – Aamir Jamal (1.90 crore), Khuram 
Shahzad (2.7 crore), Mohammad Haris (2.2 crore), 
Khalid Usman (60 lacs), Abdul Subhan (62.5 lacs), 
James Vince (3 crores), Michael Bracewell (4.2 
crores), Kusal Mendis (4.2 crores), Iftikhar Ahmed 
(1.8 crores), Nahid Rana (60 lacs), Mirza Tahir 
Baig (60 lacs), Kashif Ali (60 lacs) 
Quetta Gladiators 
Direct Signing – Spencer Johnson (5.6 crore)
Retained – Abrar Ahmed (7 crore), Usman Tariq 
(5.6 crore), Hasan Nawaz (3.92 crore), Shamyl 
Hussain (84 lac)
Bought – Rilee Rossouw (5.55 crore), Faisal Akram 
(1.25 crores), Arafat Minhas (1.1 crore), Jahandad 
Khan (2.5 crore), Khawaja Mohammad Nafay (6.5 
crore), Wasim Akram Jnr (77.5 lacs), Khan Zaib (60 
lacs), Bismillah Khan (60 lacs), Saqib Khan (60 lacs), 
Brett Hampton (60 lacs), Sam Harper (60 lacs), Bev-
on Jacobs (60 lacs), Saud Shakeel (65 lacs), Ben Mc-
Dermott (1.1 crores), Tom Curran (4.2 crores) 
Sialkot Stallionz 
Direct Signing – Steve Smith (14 crore)
Retained – Mohammad Nawaz (6.16 crore), Mo-
hammad Salman Mirza (3.92 crore), Ahmed Dani-
yal (2.24 crore), Saad Masood (84 lac) 
Bought – Jahanzaib Sultan (60 lac), Sahibzada 
Farhan (5.70 crores), Ashton Turner (4.2 crore), 
Peter Siddle (2.5 crore), Tabraiz Shamsi (2.2 
crores), Lachlan Shaw (60 lacs), Delano Potgi-
eter (60 lacs), Josh Phillippe (2.3 crores), Shan 
Masood (65 lacs), Momin Qamar (1.075 crore), 
Muhammad Awais Zafar (60 lacs). – APP

PSL makes history with first-ever Player Auction 
Mark Chapman was bought for seven crores by United, while they got Shamar Joseph for 1.1 crores. Dipendra 

Singh Airee will become first Nepal player to feature in HBL PSL as he was picked up for 60 lacs by United
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Afghan govt 

supports 
TTP, blames 

Pakistan
From Page 01

Pakistan’s claims that TTP 
benefits from freedom of 
movement and access to 
resources in Afghanistan, 
explicitly highlights that 
Pakistan is the main tar-
get of TTP attacks. It also 
validates that Pakistan is a 
victim of terrorism bearing 
the brunt of violence orig-
inating from Afghanistan. 
The Spokesperson said Pa-
kistan’s legal teams partic-
ipated in the proceedings 
of the Court of Arbitration 
in the Hague early this 
month. Pakistan requested 
the court to address the im-
plication and application of 
the Indus Water Treaty with 
respect to certain design 
elements on the run of riv-
er’s hydroelectric projects. 
He said India was invited by 
the court of arbitration to 
participate in the proceed-
ings. Under the Indus Wa-
ter Treaty, it was obliged to 
do so but it chose not to ap-
pear. Replying to a question 
about Sawalkote Hydropow-
er Project on River Chenab 
by India, the Spokesperson 
said the matter has been 
taken up at the level of In-
dus Water Commissioners 
for information and consul-
tations as mandated by the 
Indus Water Treaty of 1960.  

Imran 
Khan’s eye 

examination 
must be...

From Page 01
During the hearing, the 
chief justice observed that 
the issue of health was 
the most important and 
required judicial interven-
tion, adding that the court 
wanted to know the gov-
ernment’s position on the 
matter of the PTI founder’s 
health. The Supreme Court 
further directed that a team 
of doctors be constituted 
to carry out the eye exam-
ination. According to the 
report read out in court, 
the PTI founder described 
the medical facilities being 
provided to him as “un-
satisfactory” and had spe-
cifically sought access to 
specialist eye doctors.  The 
report further stated that 
he had requested access to 
expert ophthalmologists.

SC reserves 
decision on 
Toshakhana 
trial petition

From Page 01
while the Attorney General 
for Pakistan represented 
the state. During the pro-
ceedings, the court appre-
ciated the government’s 
performance regarding 
the provision of facilities 
to the PTI founder in jail, 
observing that it was com-
mendable for the state to 
fulfil its responsibilities 
in an appropriate manner. 
The bench ordered that 
the PTI founder’s eye ex-
amination be conducted 
before February 16 and 
also directed authorities to 
arrange his telephonic con-
tact with his children within 
the same timeframe.  The 
Attorney General assured 
the court that all directions 
would be implemented.

Official 
denounces 

Achakzai’s...
From Page 01

were encouraging. He add-
ed that visits to educational 
institutions further showed 
that the younger genera-
tion stood firmly with the 
Pakistan Army, and no 
narrative could weaken the 
bond between the people 
and the armed forces. The 
officer underlined that the 
war against terrorism was 
not only the responsibility 
of the security forces, the 
army, police or the Frontier 
Corps, but of the entire na-
tion. He also said that India 
was behind all sponsored 
terrorism in Pakistan, add-
ing that “Fitna-ul-Hindu-
stan” was an enemy of the 
Baloch people and a hurdle 
to the development of Ba-
lochistan. Addressing the 
lower house of parliament 
a day earlier, Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif termed 
the opposition leader’s 
statement as irresponsible 
and a deliberate attempt to 
malign a national institution.

Italy outclass Nepal to secure 
maiden T20 World Cup victory
Justin, Anthony Mosca complete unbeaten stand to finish 124-run chase

NEW DELHI: Italy recorded their first-ever ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2026 victory with a dominant 10-wicket triumph 
over Nepal at the Wankhede Stadium on Thursday. Chasing 
a modest target of 124, Italy cruised to victory without loss 
in just 12.4 overs, courtesy of a dominant opening partner-
ship between Justin Mosca and Anthony Mosca.
The duo stitched together an unbeaten 124-run stand 
to seal the win in emphatic fashion. 
Anthony Mosca led the charge with a blistering 62 off 32 
deliveries, smashing three fours and six sixes, while Justin 
Mosca remained unbeaten on 60 from 44 balls, striking five 
fours and three sixes. Earlier, Nepal were bowled out for 
123 in 19.3 overs following an impressive bowling display 
by Italy. Aarif Sheikh top-scored with 27 off 24 balls, hitting 
three fours, while captain Rohit Paudel provided a quick 23 

off 14 deliveries, including two sixes. 
Aasif Shaikh contributed a run-a-ball 20 with two bound-
aries, and Karan KC remained unbeaten on 18 from 11 
balls, striking one four and a six.
Opener Kushal Bhurtel fell early for five off 10 balls to Ali 
Hasan. Dipendra Singh Airee made 17 before being dis-
missed by Crishan Kalugamage, while Lokesh Bam and 
Gulshan Jha managed three runs apiece. 
Nandan Yadav was dismissed for a duck, Sandeep Lamich-
hane scored five, and Lalit Rajbanshi was run out without 
troubling the scorers. Crishan Kalugamage was the stand-
out performer for Italy, claiming 3/18 in his four overs.  
Ben Manenti picked up two wickets, while Ali Hasan, JJ 
Smuts and Jaspreet Singh claimed one wicket each to com-
plete a clinical all-round performance. – APP

Police in 
crime-

blighted 
Argentine 
city stage 

mutiny
Rosario: Police officers 
demanding better pay and 
mental health support in the 
crime-blighted Argentine 
city of Rosario burned tires 
on a third day of demonstra-
tions Wednesday, sparked 
by a spate of suicides with-
in the force. Their protest 
resulted in authorities 
agreeing to a wage increase, 
prompting the officers to 
call off their action. The 
officers demanded better 
pay and more psychologi-
cal support as they battle 
drug-related crime in Ar-
gentina’s third-most popu-
lous city, hometown of foot-
ball star Lionel Messi. The 
trigger for the protests, 
which began on Monday, 
was the death by suicide 
last week of a 32-year-old of-
ficer -- the latest in a string 
of such deaths in Santa Fe 
province, where Rosario 
is located.  Monday’s pro-
test ended in scuffles be-
tween the demonstrators 
and fellow officers sent 
to disperse them. – APP

Shehbaz 
vows to 

promote...
From Page 01

Foreign Minister Senator 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, 
Minister for Commerce 
Jam Kamal Khan, Minister 
for Economic Affairs Ahad 
Khan Cheema, Adviser to 
the Prime Minister Syed 
Tariq Fatemi, Adviser 
Haroon Akhtar, and sen-
ior government officials.

President, 
PM review 
security...

From Page 01
The meeting was also at-
tended by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar, Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
and Law Minister Azam 
Nazeer Tarar, among oth-
er officials. The premier 
and president previously 
met in November last year, 
where they discussed the 
country’s security situation 
in the wake of multiple ter-
rorist attacks. According to 
state broadcaster PTV, Sen-
ate Chairman Yousaf Raza 
Gilani, National Assembly 
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq and fed-
eral ministers Syed Mush-
taq Raza Naqvi, Chaudhry 
Salik Hussain, Azam Nazeer 
Tarar, Khalid Hussain Mag-
si, and Abdul Aleem Khan 
were present during the 
meeting. “Both leaders re-
affirm their resolve that ac-
tions against foreign-backed 
terrorists and their facili-
tators will continue until 
the complete elimination 
of terrorism,” the broad-
caster reported at the time.

PTI founder 
enjoys more 

privileges
From Page 01

family regarding mistreat-
ment and shabby condi-
tions in prison has fallen 
flat on its face,” wrote the 
minister on X.   Tarar not-
ed that a report detailing 
the prisoner’s daily routine 
and diet plan has cleared 
all ambiguity regarding his 
treatment.  “All facilities are 
available to him and he has 
privileges more than any 
other prisoner,” he added.

Ramzan 
likely to fall 
on Feb 19 

From Page 01
indicated a strong likeli-
hood that Ramadan will 
begin simultaneously in 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia 
this year. According to the 
ministry, the new moon of 
Ramadan 1447AH is expect-
ed to be born on February 
17. However, the crescent 
is unlikely to be visible on 
February 17 in Saudi Arabia, 
the United States, Africa, 
Europe and other regions 
of the world. Scientific pro-
jections suggest that the 
moon will be easily visible 
on February 18 in Pakistan 
and several other countries. 
The crescent is expected 
to be clearly sighted in Ka-
rachi, Islamabad, Peshawar 
and Makkah on that date.

RIYADH: Khalid bin Salman Minister of Defence of Saudi Arabia met with Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff and Chief 
of Defence Forces, Field Marshal Asim Munir, to reaffirm our strong bilateral relations and long‑standing strategic 

defense partnership. During the meeting, we discussed our shared commitment to advancing global peace and 
security, and explored ways to strengthen joint efforts that support our mutual interests. – DNA

Muhammad Karim a 
proud story of Pakistan

Gilgit: Coming from a re-
mote mountain village and 
reaching the world’s biggest 
winter sports event is not 
easy.  Muhammad Karim, 
who belongs to Naltar Valley 
in Gilgit-Baltistan and is Pa-
kistan’s leading alpine skier, 
has done it through hard 
work and patience.  
Today, he stands as a sym-
bol of hope for young ath-
letes across the country. 
Muhammad Karim is mak-
ing history by qualifying for 
the Winter Olympics for the 
fourth consecutive time. He 
is the only Pakistani athlete 
to achieve this honour in 
winter sports. He will rep-
resent Pakistan at the Win-
ter Olympics 2026 in Milan 
Cortina, Italy. For a country 
where winter sports receive 
little attention, this achieve-
ment is very important.
Born on May 1, 1995, Mu-
hammad Karim first ap-
peared at the Winter Olym-
pics in 2014. At that time, he 
was still a teenager. Since 
then, he has represented Pa-
kistan at every Winter Olym-
pics. He competed in Sochi 
in 2014, PyeongChang in 
2018, and Beijing in 2022. 
Now he is preparing for 
his fourth appearance in 
Italy in 2026. No other 

Pakistani athlete has main-
tained such consistency at 
the Olympic level.
Talking to APP Muhammad 
Karim recalled his early days 
with humility, adding that he 
learned skiing as a child on 
simple, homemade skis in 
Naltar. He never imagined 
that one day he would com-
pete at the Olympics. Reach-
ing the Games four times, he 
said, feels like a dream. Ac-
cording to him, this success 
does not belong to him alone 
but to the whole nation.
Muhammad Karim earned 
his place at the 2026 Win-
ter Olympics through tough 
international competitions. 
He took part in Slalom and 
Giant Slalom races, and later 
he competed in more qualify-
ing events in Turkey between 
December 2025 and January 
2026. By earning the required 
points under the rules of the 
International Ski and Snow-
board Federation, he secured 
Pakistan’s qualification. The 
final quota list issued in Jan-
uary 2026 confirmed Paki-
stan’s participation.
Talking about the challenges, 
Muhammad Karim said that 
athletes from developed coun-
tries enjoy better facilities and 
longer training seasons. Limit-
ed training and funding oppor-

tunities often pose a challenge. 
Despite this, he believes that 
strong determination can over-
come many obstacles.
Muhammad Karim grew up 
in the snowy mountains of 
Naltar, where resources were 
scarce. His natural talent was 
noticed early. In 2006 with 
the support of the Pakistan 
Air Force, he was sent to 
Japan and Austria for profes-
sional training. This exposure 
played a key role in shaping 
his international career. His 
first major international ap-
pearance came in 2011 at the 
South Asian Winter Games.
Over the years, Muhammad 
Karim has competed in 53 
international events. He has 
won 11 international med-
als, including five gold, four 
silver, and two bronze med-
als. At the national level, he 
has secured 28 gold medals. 
These achievements make 
him Pakistan’s most success-
ful athlete in winter sports.
Senior journalist Abdul 
Rahman Bukhari, associ-
ated with winter sports in 
Pakistan, praised Karim’s 
achievements. He said Mu-
hammad Karim is a rare 
talent who has represent-
ed Pakistan with consist-
ency and dignity on the 
global stage. – Agencies

Egyptian Salma 
Badour wins gold 

in individual rowing 
SHARJAH: Egypt’s Salma Khaled Badour of Al Maadi and 
Yacht Club won the gold medal in the singles competition 
as coastal rowing made its official debut at the 2026 Arab 
Women’s Clubs Games hosted at Al Hamriyah Beach Park 
the other day. The Egyptian rower clocked 3:09.47 to claim 
the title and secure Egypt’s first-ever rowing gold in the 
history of the Games. Tunisia’s Yeldes Othmani of the 
Tabarka Association for Marine Sports and Fishing took 
silver in 3:23.24. Morocco’s Marwa Naqiri of Rabat 
Beach Club claimed bronze after winning the third-place 
race in 3:04.40, ahead of Saudi Rowing Federation’s 
Mariam Kaaki, who finished fourth in 3:24.57.
The singles results followed the doubles competition held 
the previous day, where Tunisia’s Yeldes Othmani and Wa-
laa Omri captured gold in 2:42.07. Saudi Arabia’s Al Jazi Al 
Ibrahim and Mariam Kaaki secured silver in 2:55.43. Egypt’s 
Al Maadi and Yacht Club duo Mariam Aboul Wafa and Sal-
ma Badour took bronze after winning the third-place race in 
2:46.50. The coastal rowing competition featured six teams 
representing the UAE, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Moroc-
co and Tunisia, highlighting the sport’s growing presence in 
women’s competition across the Arab world.
The medal ceremony was attended by Sheikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed Al Qasimi, Chairman of the Higher Organizing Com-
mittee of the Games; Hanan Al Mahmoud, Vice Chair of the 
Committee; Abdulaziz Al Anzi, Secretary-General of the Un-
ion of Arab National Olympic Committees; Moza Al Shamsi, 
Games Director; and Annamarie Phelps, Vice President of 
the International Rowing Federation. Badour said the com-
petition was highly competitive, noting the narrow margins 
between athletes made the singles gold particularly valuable 
and a fitting response after missing out on doubles gold the 
previous day. The Arab Women’s Clubs Games are being 
held in Sharjah and organized by the Sharjah Women’s 
Sports Foundation through Feb. 12. The event features 
65 teams from 16 Arab countries competing in nine in-
dividual and team sports, aiming to strengthen women’s 
sports regionally and internationally. – Agencies

BNP claims 
victory...
From Page 01

Jamaat chief Shafiqur Rahman, 
67, mounted a disciplined 
grassroots campaign, hoping 
to form the government. Ja-
maat, which has campaigned 
on a platform of justice and 
ending corruption, senses 
its biggest opportunity in 
decades, with party leader 
Shafiqur saying it “will do 
whatever is required” to en-
sure a fair result. “The early 
results indicate something 
positive”, the Jamaat chief 
said, as counting continued. 
BNP’s Tarique has said he is 
“confident” of victory, and his 
adviser said the party would 
“secure a sweeping victory”. 
Many opinion polls give the 
BNP the lead, although some 
suggest a knife-edge race. 
Polls closed at 4:30pm (3:30 
PKT), with the first significant 
results potentially expected 
overnight. It is the world’s first 
election after a revolution led 
by under-30s, or Gen Z, to be 
followed by Nepal next month.
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ANKARA: The leaders of Turkiye and Greece voiced their 
desire to resolve longstanding maritime disputes hob-
bling ties during discussions in Ankara on Wednesday, 
as the NATO allies and historic rivals try to build on 
warming relations. The neighbors have been at odds 
over a range of issues for decades, primarily maritime 
boundaries and rights in the Aegean, an area widely 
believed to hold energy resources and with key impli-
cations for airspace and military activity. Following 
years of heightened tensions, a 2023 declaration on 
friendly relations prompted a thaw in rhetoric, though 
their maritime issues have remained unresolved and 
the two sides still disagree over regional matters. 
Speaking at a press conference in Ankara with Greek 
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Turkish ⁠Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan said ⁠they had discussed their 
issues in the Aegean and eastern Mediterranean “in 
an open and sincere way” during the talks. “While the 
issues may be thorny, they are not unsolvable on the 

basis of international law. I saw that we were in agree-
ment with my friend Kyriakos,” Erdogan said. He add-
ed that the two countries would continue working to 
achieve their goal of reaching $10 billion in bilateral 
trade. Mitsotakis said he hoped circumstances would 
allow the sides to solve a dispute on ⁠the demarca-
tion of maritime and exclusive economic zones in the 
Aegean and eastern Mediterranean. “It is time to re-
move any substantial and formal threats to our rela-
tions, if not now, when?” Mitsotakis said. “Destiny has 
appointed us to live in the same neighborhood. We 
cannot change geography, but we can make it an ally, 
choosing convergence, dialogue and trust in interna-
tional law... to build a future of peace, progress and 
prosperity for our people.” Despite the positive tone, 
Greece’s foreign minister earlier said Athens planned 
to extend its territorial waters further, including po-
tentially in the Aegean. Shortly after, Ankara said it 
had issued a maritime notice urging Greece to coor-

dinate research activities in areas of the Aegean that 
Turkiye considers part of its continental shelf. In ⁠1995, 
Turkiye’s parliament ⁠declared a casus belli — a cause 
for war — should Greece unilaterally extend its terri-
torial waters beyond six nautical miles in the Aegean, 
a stance Athens says violates international maritime 
law. Greece says it wants only to discuss demarcation 
of maritime zones. Mitsotakis also said the flows of mi-
grants in the Aegean Sea had decreased by almost 60 
percent last year due to cooperation between the two 
countries, adding this should be strengthened. Fifteen 
migrants died in a shipwreck off the Greek island of 
Chios last week after their boat collided with a Greek 
coast guard vessel and sank in the Aegean Sea off the 
Turkish coast.  Turkiye is a transit country for migrants 
seeking to reach the European Union via Greece. Anka-
ra says the EU has not fully delivered on commitments 
under a 2016 migration deal and Athens wants Turki-
ye to do more to curb irregular crossings.—Agencies 

Turkish, Greek leaders voice 
desire to resolve issues

Briefs
Rupee gains 

01 paisa 
against US 

Dollar
ISLAMABAD: The Rupee on 
Thursday appreciated by 01 
paisa against the US Dollar in 
interbank trading and closed 
at Rs 279.65 compared to 
the previous day’s closing at 
Rs279.66.
According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP), 
the buying and selling rates 
of the Dollar in the open 
market were recorded at Rs 
280.6 and Rs 282.25, respec-
tively. The price of the Euro 
decreased by Rs 1.05 to close 
at Rs 332.18 from the previ-
ous day’s close of Rs 333.23, 
according to the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP). The 
Japanese Yen remained un-
changed and closed at Rs 
1.82, whereas the exchange 
rate of the British Pound wit-
nessed a decrease of Rs 0.99 
and closed at Rs 381.43 com-
pared to the previous day’s 
Rs 382.42. The exchange 
rate of the Emirates Dirham 
and the Saudi Riyal remained 
stagnant to close at Rs 76.13 
and Rs 74.56, respectively.—
APP

PSX sheds 
2,537 points 
to close at 

180,512 points
ISLAMABAD: The bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange 
(PSX) on Thursday wit-
nessed a bearish trend, los-
ing 2,537.16 points, a nega-
tive change of 1.39 percent, 
to close at 180,512.65 points 
compared to 183,049.81 
points on the previous trad-
ing day, according to PSX 
data.
During the session, the ready 
market recorded a trading 
volume of 873.996 million 
shares with a traded value 
of Rs 41.766 billion, against 
734.671 million shares valu-
ing Rs 35.393 billion in the 
previous session. Market 
capitalization declined to 
Rs 20.438 trillion from Rs 
20.710 trillion a day earlier 
Out of 485 active companies 
in the ready market, 93 ad-
vanced, 342 declined, and 50 
remained unchanged. K-Elec-
tric Limited topped the 
volume chart with 176.912 
million shares, followed by 
Cnergyico PK with 52.213 
million shares and Amtex 
Limited with 39.738 million 
shares. The top gainers in-
cluded Unilever Pakistan 
Foods Limited, which rose 
by Rs 333.64 to close at Rs 
26,900.00, and Rafhan Maize 
Products Company Limit-
ed, which gained Rs 197.76 
to settle at Rs 9,772.78. On 
the losing side, PIA Holding 
Company Limited declined 
by Rs 365.71 to close at Rs 
17,860.29, while Nestle Paki-
stan Limited fell by Rs 84.59 
to close at Rs 8,012.50. In 
the futures market, turno-
ver stood at 198.316 million 
shares with a traded value of 
Rs 10.287 billion, compared 
to 149.370 million shares 
worth Rs 8.556 billion in the 
previous session. Out of 328 
futures-market companies, 
41 recorded gains, while 286 
declined and one remained 
unchanged.—APP

SECP 
registers 

3,881 new 
companies  

in Jan
ISLAMABAD: The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) has 
registered 3,881 new compa-
nies in January 2026; out of 
these incorporations, 99.9 
per cent were completed 
online through the SECP’s 
eZfile system. According 
to a press release issued by 
the SECP here on Thursday, 
during the month, 82 newly 
incorporated companies at-
tracted foreign investment 
from investors representing 
China, United States, Afghan-
istan, Australia, Turkey, Unit-
ed Kingdom, Palau, South 
Africa, Albania, Denmark, 
Germany, Malaysia, South 
Korea, Spain, and Ukraine 
The newly registered compa-
nies were incorporated with 
a cumulative paid-up capital 
of Rs. 8.4 billion, bringing the 
total number of registered 
companies in the country to 
283,540. In terms of corpo-
rate structure, private limited 
companies accounted for 59 
per cent of the new registra-
tions, while single-member 
companies constituted 38 
percent. The remaining 3 per 
cent comprised public unlisted 
companies, not-for-profit or-
ganizations, and limited liabili-
ty partnerships. —APP

China to 
reduce levies 

on EU dairy 
products 

Beijing:China will reduce 
duties on “certain dairy 
products” imported from 
the European Union but still 
impose levies of up to 11.7 
percent for five years, the 
commerce ministry in Bei-
jing said on Thursday.
The reduction continues 
an easing of trade tensions 
between the two giant mar-
kets following agreements in 
recent months on minimum 
prices for Chinese electric 
vehicles exported to the 
EU and reduced duties for 
European cognac and pork 
products sold to China. The 
“anti-subsidy levies” will be 
imposed after an investiga-
tion found “certain dairy 
products originating from the 
EU were subsidised, causing 
substantial damage to the 
dairy industry in China”, the 
commerce ministry said in a 
statement on Thursday. The 
rates will be applied from Fri-
day and range from 7.4 per-
cent to 11.7 percent, down 
from the 21.9 percent to 42.7 
percent China imposed in 
December.
They hit a range of items, in-
cluding fresh and processed 
cheese, curd, blue cheese 
and some milk and cream, 
the commerce ministry 
said. Thursday’s announce-
ment marked the end of an 
anti-subsidy subsidy probe 
launched by Chinese officials 
in August 2024. The EU 
said last month that Chinese 
electric carmakers could 
agree to minimum import 
prices instead of tariffs, an 
outcome Beijing welcomed 
as a “soft-landing” in the bit-
ter dispute over the sector. 
Beijing reduced levies on 
EU pork products in Decem-
ber, while it also reached an 
agreement on minimum pric-
es with EU brandy and co-
gnac makers last year.—APP

NDMA sends 
100 tons of 

food relief for 
Palestinians

ISLAMABAD:National Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity (NDMA) has dispatched 
its 29th humanitarian aid 
consignment to Gaza, com-
prising 100 tons of food sup-
plies including dates, flour, 
rice, MREs and cooking oil.  
Under the Government’s 
patronage, the relief goods 
were flown from Allama 
Iqbal International Airport, 
Lahore, to Al-Arish, Egypt, 
for onward delivery to the be-
sieged enclave. With this lat-
est dispatch, Pakistan’s total 
humanitarian assistance to 
Palestine has reached 2,827 
tons through 29 consign-
ments.  The consignment, 
arranged in coordination 
with NDMA and supported 
by Alkhidmat Foundation, 
was formally sent off at a 
ceremony attended by sen-
ior officials from NDMA, 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, government depart-
ments, and representatives 
of Alkhidmat Foundation. 
The Government and people 
of Pakistan have reiterated 
their firm solidarity with the 
people of Palestine, pledging 
to continue every possible 
effort to support them and 
address their humanitarian 
needs.—APP

At least 21 
drown in Nile 
boat sinking 

in Sudan: local 
govt

KHARTOUM: At least 21 
people drowned when a boat 
sank in the Nile River in 
northern Sudan, according 
to the local state govern-
ment and eyewitnesses in-
terviewed by AFP. River Nile 
State said Thursday that 21 
bodies had been recovered 
after the accident, listed 
their names and warned that 
some passengers were still 
missing. The boat was cross-
ing the river between the 
villages of Tayba Al-Khawad 
and Deim Al-Qarai, accord-
ing to the local government’s 
statement. The statement 
did not explain the cause of 
the accident. Eyewitnesses 
told AFP the boat was car-
rying 30 people. The Suda-
nese Doctors Network said 
in a statement that six of the 
boat’s passengers survived. 
The group said the incident 
exposes “the fragility of river 
transport and the absence of 
basic safety requirements, as 
well as the complete absence 
of local authorities and civil 
defense rescue teams in the 
early hours of the incident.” 
Many Sudanese rely on river 
transport via single-engine 
boats captained by solo opera-
tors. The country’s infrastruc-
ture has been collapsing due 
to a war that has been ongoing 
for nearly three years.—APP

Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry hosts FTO  

FTO assures zero tolerance 
against taxpayer harassment
ICCI President Sardar Tahir Mehmood, while highlighting issues faced by the business 

community, including those relating to the real estate sector, acknowledged that tax 
collection is fundamental to the functioning of the State

DNA

Islamabad: Federal Tax Om-
budsman (FTO) Zafar-ul-Haq Hi-
jazi has reiterated that alleviating 
taxpayers’ difficulties and promot-
ing ease of doing business remain 
the foremost priorities of his insti-
tution. Addressing a well-attended 
gathering at the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI), he highlighted the proac-
tive role of the FTO in providing 
relief to aggrieved taxpayers and 
addressing maladministration 
within the taxation system since 
its inception.
Speaking to representatives of 
trade and industry, former ICCI 
Presidents, Executive Committee 
members, and senior office-bear-
ers including Senior Vice Presi-
dent Tahir Ayub and Vice Pres-

ident Irfan Chaudhry, the FTO 
made it clear that there would be 
no compromise on the respect 
and honour of taxpayers. He stat-
ed that taxpayers are the back-
bone of the government system, 
as the State runs on their contri-
butions. He emphasized that abol-
ishing the culture of harassment 
of tax filers is among his top prior-
ities and declared zero tolerance 
for any form of malpractice, mis-
treatment, or harassment.
Zafar-ul-Haq Hijazi announced the 
establishment of three Advisory 
Committees at the headquarters 
level: the Income Tax Advisory 
Committee, Sales and Excise Tax 
Advisory Committee, and Cus-
toms Advisory Committee. These 
committees will include the 
President of ICCI, the President 
of Rawalpindi Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, the President 

of the Tax Bar, along with other 
relevant stakeholders. The com-
mittees will deliberate separately 
and advise the FTO on improving 
service delivery. Similar regional 
committees will also be formed to 
ensure effective coordination and 
facilitation at the local level.
He stated that the primary pur-
pose of his visit to ICCI was to 
bridge the gap between taxpay-
ers and the FTO and to assure 
the business community that the 
institution stands firmly behind 
them for justice. He urged the 
attendees to bring their issues di-
rectly to his notice, assuring them 
that they would witness a visible 
difference in the resolution of 
their complaints.
Almas Ali Jovindah, Advisor (Le-
gal) to the FTO, encouraged the 
business community to act as 
ambassadors of the institution, 

emphasizing that the FTO pro-
vides free-of-cost and prompt re-
lief to complainants against the 
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR). 
He informed that the FTO is dis-
pensing justice within 60 days and 
stressed the need to strengthen 
this partnership for the larger in-
terest of the community.
ICCI President Sardar Tahir Me-
hmood, while highlighting issues 
faced by the business community, 
including those relating to the 
real estate sector, acknowledged 
that tax collection is fundamental 
to the functioning of the State. He 
appreciated the business commu-
nity for fulfilling its national re-
sponsibility but underscored that 
a fair, just, efficient, and simple 
taxation system is essential to 
build confidence among taxpay-
ers. He noted that the FTO has 
been playing an effective role in 

resolving business-related com-
plaints, which has significantly 
enhanced the confidence of the 
business community in the insti-
tution. Chairman ICCI Founder 
Group Tariq Sadiq termed the 
appointment of Zafar-ul-Haq Hi-
jazi as a “cool breeze” for the 
business community. Chairman 
ICCI Standing Committee Mian 
Mohammad Ramazan moderated 
the session.
Former Presidents Mian Shaukat 
Masood, Shakeel Munir, and oth-
er participants raised questions 
regarding their departmental is-
sues. Among those present were 
former President Khalid Javaid, 
Mohammad Ejaz Abbasi, Exec-
utive Members Abdul Rehman 
Siddiqui, Sanaullah Khan, Zulqur-
nain Abbasi, Ishaq Sial, Mirza Mo-
hammad Ali, ICCI senior member 
Isran Mishwani.
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Chinese doctors conduct 
first aid training for 

UNICEF staff 
BEIJING:  The 26th batch 
of Chinese medical team 
successfully conducted an 
on-site first aid training 
program for staff of United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) Sierra Leone at 
the UNICEF Head Office in 
Freetown on Feb. 9, 2026.
This vital two-day training 
aims to equip participants 
with essential first aid 
skills, including cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR), trauma first aid, 
and emergency response 
techniques, thereby en-
hancing their preparedness 
for medical emergencies 
The training commenced 
with a theoretical session 
where participants learned 
about the principles of first 
aid, followed by practical 
demonstrations designed to 
reinforce the skills taught. 
“On behalf of the Chinese 
medical team, we are de-
lighted to provide this on-
site first-aid training to 
UNICEF Sierra Leone,” 

Captain Liu Longfei of the 
26th batch Chinese medi-
cal team stated, emphasiz-
ing the initiative as part of 
their shared commitment 
to protecting lives in Sierra 
Leone. Liu highlighted the 
significance of equipping 
UNICEF staff with neces-
sary skills for emergency 
situations. “This train-
ing supports our staff in 
dealing with emergencies 
effectively,” he noted. 
Since 2024, the Chinese 
medical team has collabo-
rated with various organ-
izations and individuals, 
including students, in 
offering first aid training 
across sectors such as 
mining and healthcare. 
This collaboration under-
scores a collective commit-
ment to health and safety 
within the community. 
UNICEF Representative 
to Sierra Leone, Rudolph 
Schwenk, spoke about the 
importance of ensuring 
staff wellbeing and security. 

“At UNICEF, the wellbe-
ing, safety, and security of 
our staff are central to our 
duty of care,” he remarked. 
Schwenk added that it is 
crucial to equip colleagues 
with practical skills to re-
spond effectively in medical 
emergencies, which helps 
create a safe and support-
ive working environment. 
“This training represents 
an important investment in 
staff wellbeing and emer-
gency preparedness. The 
knowledge and skills shared 
over the course of this ses-
sion will strengthen our col-
lective capacity to respond 
promptly and appropriately 
should an incident occur, 
whether in the workplace 
or in the field,” he added 
Swapping roles from train-
ers to participants, both 
Liu and Schwenk encour-
aged all attendees to en-
gage fully with the training. 
Schwenk urged participants 
to ask questions and active-
ly participate in practical 

sessions to maximize the 
training’s value. “We sin-
cerely appreciate the Chi-
nese medical team for their 
continued partnership and 
for generously sharing their 
expertise with UNICEF,” 
he expressed. “Your contri-
bution reflects the strong 
spirit of collaboration that 
underpins our work and 
supports our shared com-
mitment to safeguard-
ing lives and promoting 
health.” The successful 
collaboration between 
the 26th batch of Chi-
nese medical team and 
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
exemplifies the dedica-
tion of both organizations 
to enhance health safety 
and emergency prepared-
ness in the nation. As Si-
erra Leone continues to 
face various health chal-
lenges, such initiatives 
are critical for building 
a resilient workforce ca-
pable of responding to un-
foreseen incidents. —DNA

Shusha” Park to 
be built in  
Bulgaria

Baku: A delegation led by Anar Guliyev, Chairman of the 
State Committee on Urban Planning and Architecture of 
Azerbaijan, is on a working visit to Bulgaria. As part of the 
visit, Chairman Anar Guliyev met with Ivan Ivanov, Bulgar-
ia’s Minister of Regional Development and Public Works, 
in Sofia on February 11. The meeting discussed opportu-
nities for cooperation between the two countries in the 
fields of urban planning, territorial planning, infrastructure 
development, and architecture. Anar Guliyev emphasized 
that the existing friendly relations between Azerbaijan and 
Bulgaria are successfully developing at the level of strategic 
partnership. He highlighted the importance of continuing 
efforts to expand the institute of twinned cities within bi-
lateral relations and to implement joint projects. Minister 
Ivan Ivanov, in turn, expressed interest in further expand-
ing relations with Azerbaijan, particularly underscoring the 
importance of joint initiatives in the sustainable develop-
ment of the urban environment and the implementation 
of infrastructure projects. Within the framework of the 
visit, Chairman Anar Guliyev also met with Georg Geor-
giev, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria. The meeting 
focused on prospects for Azerbaijan–Bulgaria relations in 
various areas, regional cooperation issues, as well as the 
expansion of cultural and humanitarian ties. Subsequently, 
an Agreement on cooperation regarding the establishment 
and reconstruction of the “Shusha” Park in the city of Ve-
liko Tarnovo was signed between the Government of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, the Government of the Republic 
of Bulgaria, and the Municipality of Veliko Tarnovo.—APP

US, Iran showing 
flexibility on 

nuclear deal, FT 
reports

The United States and Iran are showing flexibility on a nu-
clear deal, with Washington appearing “willing” to tolerate 
some nuclear enrichment, Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan 
Fidan told the Financial Times in an interview published 
Thursday. “It is positive that the Americans appear willing 
to tolerate Iranian enrichment within clearly set bounda-
ries,” Fidan, who has been involved in talks with both Wash-
ington and Tehran, told the FT. “The Iranians now recog-
nize that they need to reach a deal with the Americans, ⁠and 
the Americans ⁠understand that the Iranians have certain 
limits. It’s pointless to try to force them.” Washington has 
until now demanded Iran relinquish its stockpile of ura-
nium enriched to up to 60 percent fissile purity, a small 
step away from the 90 percent that is considered weapons 
grade. Iranian ⁠President Masoud Pezeshkian has said Iran 
would continue to demand the lifting of financial sanctions 
and insist on its nuclear rights including enrichment. Fidan 
told the FT he believed Tehran “genuinely wants to reach 
a real agreement” and would accept restrictions on enrich-
ment levels and a strict inspection regime, as it did in the 
2015 agreement with the US and others. US and Iranian 
diplomats held talks through Omani mediators in Oman 
last week in ⁠an effort ⁠to revive diplomacy, after President 
Donald Trump positioned a naval flotilla in the region, rais-
ing fears of new military action. Trump on Tuesday said he 
was considering sending a second aircraft carrier to the 
Middle East, even as Washington and Tehran prepared to 
resume negotiations. The Turkish foreign minister, howev-
er, cautioned that broadening the Iran-US talks to ballistic 
missiles would bring “nothing but another war.”—APP

Islamabad: The Pakistan Standards & Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) and the Controller 
General of Accounts (CGA) have formally signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the 

implementation of the Financial Accounting and Budgeting System (FABS).
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No changes will 
be made to net 
metering policy

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Facing 
outcry from friends and 
foes alike over the newly 
introduced net metering 
reforms, Energy Minis-
ter Awais Leghari has 
said that no changes will 
be made to the solar net 
metering policy for exist-
ing consumers for now. 
Leghari blamed “social 

media trend” for the growing opposition against the 
newly introduced reforms that effectively ended the net 
metering regime and replaced net metering with the net 
billing mechanism.“My wife opposed this policy, saying 
you had increased my bill after switching to net billing 
from net metering,” the minister said on today’s show.
He said the prime minister has ordered that the net bill-
ing system should not apply to existing consumers for 
now and has told the Power Division to challenge the 
regulator’s decision. Earlier today, Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif took notice of the new Prosumer Regulations 
2026 issued by the National Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (NEPRA). According to a statement issued by 
the PM Office, the premier directed the Power Division 
to immediately file an appeal with the power regulator 
to protect the contracts of existing solar consumers.
The prime minister, chairing a high-level special meeting 
on Nepra’s new regulations, directed the Power Division 
to formulate a comprehensive action plan in this regard 
so that the burden of 466,000 consumers benefiting from 
solar would not be borne by more than 37.6 million con-
sumers using electricity only from the national grid. 

DNA

BRUSSELS: European allies at NATO on Thursday brushed 
aside concerns that the United States has stepped back 
from its leadership role of the world’s biggest security or-
ganization, leaving them and Canada to do the lion’s share 
of defending Europe. US Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth did not attend Thursday’s gathering of defense min-
isters at NATO headquarters in Brussels. His no-show 
came after Secretary of State Marco Rubio skipped the 
last meeting of NATO foreign ministers in December.
It’s rare for members of a US administration to miss a 
meeting of the organization’s top decision-making body, 
the North Atlantic Council, at the level of ministers, let 
alone two meetings in a row. Under Secretary of Defense 
Elbridge Colby was sent in Hegseth’s place.
“Sadly for him, he is missing a good party,” Icelandic For-
eign Minister Þorgerður Katrín Gunnarsdóttir told 
reporters. “Of course, it’s always better that the ministers 
attend here, but I would not describe it as a bad signal.”
“I’m not disappointed,” German Defense Minister Boris 
Pistorius said. “Each of us has a full agenda. And one time 
the American defense minister is here, and one time not, so 
it’s his decision and his duties he has to fulfill.” When asked 
what NATO’s purpose was in its infancy in 1949, NATO’s 
first secretary-general, the British general and diplomat 
Lord Hastings Ismay, was reputed to have replied: “To keep 
the Americans in, the Russians out and the Germans down.” 
Nowadays, Germany is stepping up. After Russia invaded 
Ukraine four years ago, it vowed to spend 100 billion euros 
($118 billion) to modernize its armed forces in coming years.
A big part of NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte’s 
job is to keep the Americans in. “They have to take 
care of the whole world. This is the United States,” 

Rutte told reporters before chairing the meeting. “I 
totally accept it, agree with it.”
“They have always consistently pleaded for Europe doing 
more, Canada doing more, taking more care of the defense 
of NATO territory, of course in conjunction with the United 
States,” he said. That means more European spending on 
conventional weapons and defense, while the US guaran-
tees NATO’s nuclear deterrent.
But doubts linger, and surprises from the Trump admin-
istration cannot be ruled out. Allies still wonder whether 
more US troops will be withdrawn from Europe.
“What for me is the most important is the no-surprise poli-
cy that has been agreed between the NATO secretary-gen-
eral and the US,” Dutch Defense Minister Ruben Brekel-
mans said. Publicly at least, the Trump administration is 
doing much less at NATO. A year ago, Hegseth warned that 
America’s security priorities lie elsewhere and that Europe 
would have to look after itself, and Ukraine in its battle 
against Russia’s full-scale invasion.
Supplies of US guns and money that were sent to Ukraine 
by the previous administration of President Joe Biden have 
dried up under Trump. European allies and Canada are 
obliged to buy weapons from the United States to donate 
now. Western backers of Ukraine were also meeting at 
NATO on Thursday to drum up more military support. A 
scheme proudly championed by the Pentagon under Biden, 
the Ukraine Defense Contact Group is now chaired by the 
UK and Germany. UK Defense Secretary John Healey an-
nounced that Britain would provide “an extra half a billion 
pounds ($682 million) in urgent air defense to Ukraine. 
This is Britain being a force for good in the world, building 
a new deal for European security within NATO.”
Sweden also intends to fund the purchase of more Ameri-
can weapons. The Netherlands will send more flight simu-
lators to help Ukrainian fighter pilots train to fly F-16 jets.

US allies at NATO focus on Europe as 
the Trump administration steps back

Briefs
Principal 
dies after 
Thailand 

school 
shooting

Bangkok: A teenage shoot-
er accused of killing the prin-
cipal of a school in Thailand 
using a police officer’s weap-
on was in custody on Thurs-
day, authorities said, after an 
attack that also injured two 
students. Police shot and 
arrested the 18-year-old on 
Wednesday after he stormed 
into the Phatong Prathan 
Khiriwat School in south-
ern Songkhla province with 
a gun, police and other au-
thorities said, adding that 
several shots were fired.
School director Sasiphat 
Sinsamosorn died in hospi-
tal early on Thursday after 
being admitted with gunshot 
wounds and undergoing sur-
gery, the Songkhla public 
relations department said in 
a statement. She was shot 
before police intervened and 
apprehended the teenager, 
Songkhla police chief Teeras-
ak Chaiyotha told AFP.
The 18-year-old suspect was 
being treated in hospital af-
ter being grazed by a bullet 
and had not been charged 
pending an investigation, 
Teerasak said. Police had 
responded to a report of a 
teenager “acting erratical-
ly”, he said. Teerasak told re-
porters on Wednesday that 
the suspect was hospitalised 
for psychiatric treatment 
in December and had been 
discharged. He said the teen 
stabbed a police officer with 
a knife and stole his weapon 
-- a 9mm pistol -- just before 
the incident at the school, 
which he then used to carry 
out the attack. – app

Instagram 
CEO denies 

addiction 
claims 

Los Angeles: Instagram 
CEO Adam Mosseri on 
Wednesday rejected the 
notion that users could be 
clinically addicted to social 
media, as he testified in a 
landmark California trial 
over whether his company 
knowingly hooked children 
on its platform for profit.
Meta -- the parent company 
of Instagram and Facebook 
-- and Google-owned You-
Tube are defendants in the 
blockbuster trial, which 
could set a legal precedent 
regarding whether social 
media giants deliberately 
designed their platforms to 
be addictive to children.
“I think it’s important to dif-
ferentiate between clinical ad-
diction and problematic use,” 
Mosseri said as he was grilled 
by plaintiff attorney Mark 
Lanier. “I’m sure I said that 
I’ve been addicted to a Netflix 
show when I binged it really 
late one night, but I don’t 
think it’s the same thing as 
clinical addiction,” he added.
Lanier immediately chal-
lenged this point, emphasizing 
that the witness did not have a 
degree in medicine or psychol-
ogy.  “I’ve never claimed being 
able to diagnose addiction 
clinically,” Mosseri responded 
during the exchange. “I’m sure 
I was using the word too cas-
ually.” Facing him, mothers of 
teenagers who had taken their 
own lives held back their anger 
in the public gallery. – app

Govt debt 
rises in 

1HFY26 to 
Rs78.5tr

KARACHI: Government 
debt rose by Rs641 billion, 
or 0.82%, by end-December, 
highlighting continued bor-
rowing needs, largely from 
domestic sources, and the 
strain on fiscal consolida-
tion, The News reported.
Total government debt 
stood at Rs78.5 trillion as 
of December 2025, up from 
Rs77.8 trillion at the end 
of June, according to State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) data 
released on Wednesday. The 
stock was up 1.3% month-on-
month and 9.6% year-on-year.
The increase came despite 
a budget surplus of Rs542 
billion, or 0.4% of GDP, re-
corded in July–December 
FY26, compared with a defi-
cit of Rs1.5 trillion, or 1.3% 
of GDP, in the same period 
last year. The increase in 
central government debt re-
flects persistent fiscal needs 
and rollover of existing ob-
ligations, said Saad Hanif, 
head of research at Ismail 
Iqbal Securities. – app

Deepening Israeli control over 
Palestinian lands violation

UNITED NATIONS: UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Volker Turk called 
on Thursday for Israel to rescind recent 
measures to expand control over Palestini-
an lands in the occupied West Bank.  “This 
is yet another step by the Israeli authorities 
towards rendering a viable Palestinian State 
impossible, in violation of the Palestinian peo-
ple’s right to self-determination,” he said in a 
statement issued in Geneva. He warned that 
if implemented, the decisions “will undoubt-
edly accelerate the dispossession of Palestini-
ans and their forcible transfer, and lead to the 
creation of more illegal Israeli settlements.” 
This in turn “will also further deprive Pal-
estinians of their natural resources and 
restrict their enjoyment of other human 
rights.”  On 8 February, the Israeli securi-
ty cabinet approved a package of measures 
that would increase Israeli civilian authori-

ty in Areas A and B of the West Bank, which 
together constitute roughly 40 per cent of 
the territory.  Some of these powers fall 
under the competence of the Palestinian 
Authority, according to the Oslo Accords 
– twin peace agreements signed by Israeli 
and Palestinian leadership in the 1990s.  
The measures would change the law to allow 
Israeli authorities and individuals to acquire 
land in Areas A and B, violating the law of 
occupation.  “This will further cement Isra-
el’s control and integration of the occupied 
West Bank into Israel, consolidating unlawful 
annexation,” Turk said.  The decisions also 
strip the Palestinian Authority of its planning 
and building powers in parts of Hebron in the 
southern part of the West Bank, including 
the Ibrahimi Mosque – known to Jews as the 
Cave of the Patriarchs and a holy site for Is-
lam, Judaism and Christianity. – app

Pak-Uzbek Partnership: a new 
chapter in regional connectivity

Roundtable on Uzbek President’s visit

The roundtable was convened in the backdrop of Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s 
landmark visit to Pakistan, which was widely hailed as a great success. Ambassador 

Alisher Tukhtaev of Uzbekistan moderated the session, warmly welcoming participants

Asnar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Experts and policymakers have long 
emphasized that peace and stability in Afghanistan 
are indispensable for unlocking the full potential 
of regional connectivity, trade, and prosperity. Af-
ghanistan’s geographic position makes it a natural 
bridge between Central Asia and South Asia, and 
without stability there, the vision of seamless inte-
gration across the region remains incomplete. This 
consensus was strongly echoed during a recent 
roundtable discussion organized by the Embassy 
of Uzbekistan in Islamabad, titled “Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan on the Path to Strategic Partnership.”
The roundtable was convened in the backdrop of Uz-
bek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s landmark visit to 
Pakistan, which was widely hailed as a great success. 
Ambassador Alisher Tukhtaev of Uzbekistan moder-

ated the session, warmly welcoming participants and 
expressing hope that the presidential visit would open 
new dimensions in bilateral relations. He underscored 
that the momentum generated by the visit should be 
harnessed to elevate ties to unprecedented heights.
Joining the session online, B. Aloev, First Dep-
uty Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan, 
described the visit as highly fruitful. Having ac-
companied President Mirziyoyev to Pakistan, he 
highlighted the Uzbek leader’s constructive meet-
ings with Pakistan’s President, Prime Minister, 
and Chief of Defence Forces. Aloev noted that 
both sides had agreed to ambitiously raise bilater-
al trade to $2 billion within five years—a target he 
described as challenging yet achievable, given the 
strong political will on both sides.
Ambassador Jauhar Saleem also addressed the 
gathering, emphasizing the cultural and historical 
similarities between Uzbekistan and Pakistan. He 

expressed optimism that people-to-people exchang-
es would deepen, strengthening the social fabric 
of bilateral ties. Intellectual and academic voices 
added further weight to the discussion.
Professor Zafar Nawaz Jaspal stressed that regional 
peace and stability were prerequisites for progress, 
warning that terrorism remained a shared threat. He 
argued that terrorist groups operate in syndicates, 
and therefore a syndicate-style collective response 
was essential. Pakistan, he noted, has long borne the 
brunt of fighting terrorism, but regional cooperation 
is vital for lasting peace. Khalid Taimur Akram, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Pakistan Research Center for 
a Community with Shared Future, highlighted the 
economic aspects of the visit. He pointed out the 
strong determination on both sides to expand rela-
tions across trade, investment, and infrastructure. 
Similarly, Asif Tanvir from the Muslim Institute 
spoke about the deep cultural and religious connec-

tions binding the two nations, suggesting that these 
ties could serve as a solid foundation for broader 
cooperation. The roundtable made clear that the 
Uzbek president’s visit was not just a diplomatic 
milestone but a strategic step toward reshaping re-
gional dynamics. By reaffirming their commitment 
to peace in Afghanistan, both Uzbekistan and Paki-
stan signaled their recognition that stability there 
is the linchpin for regional connectivity. Enhanced 
trade, cultural exchanges, and security cooperation 
are all contingent upon this peace.
In essence, the dialogue underscored a shared 
vision: a stable Afghanistan enabling Central and 
South Asia to connect, trade, and prosper together. 
With strong political will, ambitious economic tar-
gets, and a commitment to collective security, Uz-
bekistan and Pakistan appear poised to take their 
partnership to new heights ushering in a future of 
greater regional integration and stability.
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US House votes 
to rescind Trump 
tariffs on Canada

Washington: US House lawmakers voted Wednesday to 
reject Donald Trump’s tariffs on Canadian goods, sweep-
ing aside the president’s last-gasp threat of election con-
sequences for Republicans to deliver a rare rebuke on his 
signature economic policy. The measure brought by Dem-
ocrats was approved 219-211, with six Republicans joining 
the effort.  It remains largely a symbolic move.
The House can consider measures to end the nation-
al emergencies Trump declared last year to impose 
sweeping tariffs on imports from various countries. 
But any actions aimed at undoing Trump’s tariffs on 
Canada and other trading partners will still need US 
Senate passage and the president’s signature. Even 
if it clears the Senate, it would face a certain veto by 
Trump, and Congress would unlikely muster the two-
thirds majority needed to override a veto.
Trump sought to inject himself into the action at the last 
minute, issuing a direct political threat to lawmakers from 
his own Republican Party as the vote was taking place on 
the House floor. “Any Republican, in the House or the Sen-
ate, that votes against TARIFFS will seriously suffer the 
consequences come Election time,” Trump posted on his 
Truth Social platform. “TARIFFS have given us Economic 
and National Security, and no Republican should be respon-
sible for destroying this privilege,” he added.
Wednesday’s rebuke comes after the expiration of a meas-
ure barring any vote on the issue of tariffs in the chamber 
-- a move that has stifled opposition to Trump’s trade policy. 
House Speaker Mike Johnson, a Trump ally in Congress, 
sought to renew this prohibition on Tuesday but was un-
successful, as three House Republicans voted alongside 
Democrats to block the move. Earlier Wednesday, House 
Republican Don Bacon posted on social media that lawmak-
ers “cannot & should not outsource our responsibilities.” 
“As an old fashioned Conservative I know tariffs are a tax 
on American consumers,” he added, noting that debates 
and votes on the issue should occur in the House. – APP


