
Maiden visit
Kazakh president due 

in Islamabad today
The visit will provide the two sides an important and 

timely opportunity to undertake a comprehensive review 
of bilateral relations, discuss new avenues for broadening 

cooperation, particularly in trade, logistics, regional 
connectivity, people-to-people contacts, and explore 
collaboration at regional and international forums

Saifullah Ansar

I S L A M A -
BAD: Pres-
ident of the 
R e p u b l i c 
of Kazakh-
stan Kass-
y m - J o m a r t 
Tokayev will 
u n d e r t a k e 
his first 
state visit 
to Pakistan 
on February 

03-04, 2026, at the invitation of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif. He will be ac-
companied by a high-level delegation, 
comprising senior cabinet ministers 
and other high-ranking officials, ac-
cording to a Foreign Office statement.

During the visit, President Tokayev 
is expected to meet with the Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari, hold talks with 
the prime minister, and address the 
Pakistan-Kazakhstan Business Fo-
rum.  “The visit will provide the two 
sides an important and timely oppor-
tunity to undertake a comprehensive 
review of bilateral relations, discuss 
new avenues for broadening cooper-
ation, particularly in trade, logistics, 
regional connectivity, people-to-people 
contacts, and explore collaboration at 
regional and international forums,” ac-
cording to the statement.
The forthcoming visit reflects the 
strengthening bonds between Pakistan 
and Kazakhstan, their mutual commit-
ment to transforming historic and cul-
tural affinities into robust cooperation, 
and their common desire for peace and 
progress in the region, it added.

Pak, Uzbek 
FMs discuss 

strengthening 
bilateral ties

Fiaz Ch

I slamabad        : D e p u t y 
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister of Pakistan, 
Senator Mohammad Ishaq 
Dar held a telephone con-
versation with the Foreign 
Minister of Uzbekistan, 
Bakhtiyor Saidov 
During the discussion, both 
leaders reviewed the state 
of bilateral relations and 
explored avenues to fur-
ther enhance cooperation 
across multiple sectors. 
They expressed satisfaction 
at the continued momen-
tum of high-level engage-
ment between Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan, under-
scoring the importance of 
sustained dialogue and col-
laboration for regional con-
nectivity and prosperity.

22 more terrorists 
of Fitna al Hindustan 
killed in Balochistan

DNA
QUETTA: As many as 22 more terrorists 
were killed by security forces as saniti-
zation operations against terrorists be-
longing to Fitna al Hindustan continued 
in Balochistan. Security sources said that 
around 177 terrorists have been killed in 
operations carried out over the last three 
days. The sources said that security forces, 
including intelligence agencies and police, 
are tightening the noose around terrorists 
and their facilitators at various locations. 
There are also reports of further losses and 
fatalities among the terrorists and their fa-
cilitators, the security sources said.
Meanwhile, Federal Interior Minister Mo-
hsin Naqvi has lauded the security forces, 
police, and intelligence agencies for elim-
inating 22 militants linked with the group 
referred to as “Fitna-e-Hindustan” during 
a major counterterrorism operation in 
Balochistan. In a statement on Monday, 
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ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister KP Sohail Afridi called on Prime Mnister Shehbaz Sharif. – DNA

The sources said that security forces, including 
intelligence agencies and police, are tightening the noose 
around terrorists and their facilitators at various locations

Hunt for outlaws continues

Briefs

PM acknowledges 
WB’s valuable 

support 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Monday acknowledged the World Bank Group’s 
valuable support which had been instrumental in 
advancing Pakistan’s economic development and 
reforms. He was talking to President, World Bank 
Group (WBG) Ajay Banga who called on him at the 
PM House.  The prime minister welcomed Ajay 
Banga at his first official visit as President of the 
World Bank Group.  The prime minister appreci-
ated the World Bank Group for its long-standing 
partnership with Pakistan and its commitment to 
supporting the development priorities of the coun-
try especially through  the 10-year World Bank 
Group Country Partnership Framework (CPF).
The premier also appreciated Mr.Banga’s leadership 
in transforming the World Bank Group into more 
impactful development partner. He stated that the 
government was vigorously working on economic 
reform agenda with multi-pronged comprehensive 

Continued on Page 06

PM urges KP 
govt to fulfill its 
responsibilities

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday 
assuring the federal government’s support for Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa’s uplift, urged the provincial government to fulfill 
its responsibilities to establish law and order in the prov-
ince, besides providing education and health facilities to its 
people. The prime minister, in a meeting with Chief Minis-
ter of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sohail Afridi here, emphasized 
cooperation between the federal and provincial government 
for the development and prosperity of the KP’s people, call-
ing it essential for provincial law and order too.
The prime minister stressed the need to further intensify the 
provincial government’s efforts to establish peace and securi-
ty and strengthen its institutions to combat terrorism.
He said that the federal and provincial governments would 
continue joint efforts to eliminate terrorism, urging the pro-
vincial government to fulfill its responsibilities for establish-
ing law and order in the province as well as for public welfare.
The prime minister said that as the KP government was em-
powered to ensure the uplift of the education and health sec-
tors, it should take the required measures.
Calling the KP province an important unit of the federation, 
he said the federal government had always been striving 
for the betterment of the KP’s people and would continue 
similar within its jurisdiction. Emphasising close relations 
and effective coordination between the federation and the 
provinces as key to national progress and public service, 
Prime Minister Shehbaz also assured cooperation within the 

Continued on Page 06

Says federal and provincial governments would continue 
joint efforts to eliminate terrorism, urging the provincial 
government to fulfill its responsibilities for establishing 

law and order in the province as well as for public welfare

TTAP 
condemns 

attacks
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The oppo-
sition alliance Tehreek 
Tahafuz Ayeen-i-Pakistan 
(TTAP) on Monday con-
demned the spate of attacks 
in Balochistan last week, 
and called it “a security fail-
ure on the part of the pro-
vincial government and law 
enforcement agencies”.
On Saturday, the military’s 
media affairs wing said ter-
rorists of Fitna-al-Hindustan 
carried out a spate of attacks 
across Balochistan. 18 civil-
ians and 15 personnel of se-
curity forces were martyred 
in the attacks on Saturday. 
In a statement, posted on 
X, the TTAP condemned 
the attacks and expressed 
sorrow with the martyrs. 

Continued on Page 06

News Desk / DNA
TEHRAN: Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian ordered 
the start of nuclear talks with the United States, the news 
agency Fars reported on Monday. Following the Iranian au-
thorities’ response to anti-government protests that peaked 
last month, Trump has threatened military action and or-
dered the dispatch of an aircraft carrier group to the Middle 
East. While piling pressure on Iran, Trump has maintained 
he is hopeful of making a deal and Tehran has also insisted 
it wants diplomacy while vowing an unbridled response to 
any aggression. “President Pezeshkian has ordered the ini-
tiation of nuclear negotiations with the United States,” the 
agency reported, citing an unnamed government source. 
“The source said Iran and the US will hold talks strictly 
within the framework of the nuclear issue,” Fars added, 
without specifying a date. The report was also carried by 
the government newspaper Iran and the reformist daily 
Shargh. Iran said earlier on Monday it was working on a 

Continued on Page 06

Israel warns to attack 
Hezbollah targets

News Desk

JERUSALEM: Israel’s military warned on Monday it 
would soon strike Hezbollah targets in southern Leb-
anon, issuing evacuation warnings for buildings in 
two villages. The army “will, in the near future, strike 
military infrastructure belonging to the Hezbollah 
terrorist organization, in response to its prohibited 
attempts to rebuild its activities in the area,” its Ar-
abic-language spokesman Avichay Adraee wrote on 
X, telling residents of certain buildings in Kfar Tib-
nit and Ain Qana “to evacuate them immediately.” A 
convoy of Syrian government security forces moved 
toward the Kurdish-controlled city of Hasakah in 
the northeast on Monday, Reuters witnesses said, 

Continued on Page 06

Iranian President orders 
start of talks with the US

Iran said earlier on Monday it was working on a method and framework 
for negotiations that would be ready in the coming days, with 

messages between the two sides relayed through regional players

Law and Order

No talks with 
terrorists, 
says govt

 
Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: In the wake of renewed 
militant attacks in Balochistan, the 
ruling party lawmakers have called 
for unequivocal condemnation of ter-
rorists, saying that the issue of ter-
rorism in the province is not linked to 
deprivation or rights issue. Terrorists 
affiliated with India-sponsored Fitna 
al-Hindustan carried out coordinated 
attacks across 12 towns in Balochistan, 
targeting civilians in Quetta, Mastung, 
Nushki, Dalbandin, Kharan, Panjgur, 
Tump, Gwadar, and Pasni on week-
end. During the attacks, carried out by 

Continued on Page 06

Militant 
violence 
surges in 
January

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: After a 
noticeable decline in 
violence in December 
2025, the first month of 
the new year witnessed 
a renewed surge in an-
ti-state violence, leading 
to higher fatalities among 
militants, civilians and 
security personnel, ac-
cording to official statis-
tics. Data released by the 
Islamabad-based Pakistan 
Institute for Conflict and 
Security Studies (PICSS) 
shows that combat-relat-
ed deaths in January 2026 
rose by 43 per cent com-
pared to December 2025. 
During the month, 242 
militants were killed, while 
73 civilians and 46 security 
force personnel lost their 
lives. Twelve militants were 
injured, while at least 71 ci-
vilians and 52 security per-
sonnel were also wounded.

KP Police 
dismantles 

militant 
camps 

LAKKI MARWAT: On the 
clear directives of RPO Ban-
nu Region Sajjad Khan and 
special instructions of DPO 
Lakki Marwat Nazeer Khan, 
Lakki Marwat Police carried 
out a large-scale search and 
strike operation against 
Fitna-ul-Khawarij in various 
areas here, including Nasr 
Khel Dargah. According to 
details, a heavy police con-
tingent led jointly by DSP 
Naurang Circle Saeed Khan 
and DSP Lakki Shahi Bakht 
conducted effective search 
operations in Nasr Khel 
Dargah, Karam Dargah, bor-
der areas of Bannu, Wanda 
Akhundan, Wanda Sher Dil, 
Atshi Machan Khel, Ghat-
ti Machan Khel, and other 
surrounding localities. Dur-
ing the operation, multiple 
hideouts of Fitna-ul-Khawar-
ij were demolished. – APP
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The World Bank President commended the heritage-friendly vision of the Punjab 
government under the leadership of Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif, describing 
the approach of safeguarding historic sites as development assets as a ‘model worthy 
of emulation’. He also paid tribute to Senior Minister Punjab Maryam Aurangzeb for 

her active role and personal interest in promoting culture and heritage
 

DNA
 
RAWALPINDI:  World 
Bank Group President 
Ajay Pal Singh Banga, 
accompanied by Feder-
al Minister for Finance 
Muhammad Aurangzeb, 
visited the historic Taxila 
Museum on Monday. Pro-
vincial Minister for Local 
Government and Commu-
nity Development Punjab 
Zeeshan Rafiq warmly re-
ceived the distinguished 
guests on behalf of the 
Punjab government.
During the visit, the 
delegation was given a 
detailed tour of the mu-

seum, which serves as Pa-
kistan’s premier center 
for ancient artifacts and 
historical relics. 
The World Bank Pres-
ident and his team ex-
pressed strong apprecia-
tion for the efforts of the 
Government of Punjab, 
particularly the Directo-
rate General of Archaeol-
ogy Punjab in preserving, 
restoring, and presenting 
the country’s historical 
and cultural heritage 
along modern lines. They 
described these initia-
tives as exemplifying the 
highest academic stand-
ards and exceptional pro-
fessional care.

The World Bank Presi-
dent commended the her-
itage-friendly vision of 
the Punjab government 
under the leadership of 
Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz Sharif, describing 
the approach of safeguard-
ing historic sites as devel-
opment assets as a ‘model 
worthy of emulation’. He 
also paid tribute to Senior 
Minister Punjab Maryam 
Aurangzeb for her active 
role and personal interest 
in promoting culture and 
heritage.
The visiting delegation 
received a comprehensive 
briefing on the ongoing 
conservation and devel-

opment works under the 
‘Taxila Heritage City Pro-
ject’. A detailed documen-
tary presentation outlined 
the master plan for the 
overall development of the 
museum and surrounding 
heritage sites. 
Secretary Tourism Punjab 
Sukrat Amaan Rana ex-
plained the key features 
of the Taxila Heritage City 
Master Plan, stating that 
the project will play a piv-
otal role in preserving his-
torical heritage, boosting 
tourism, and strengthen-
ing the local economy.
Director General Archae-
ology Punjab, Zaheer 
Abbas Malik provided a 

step-by-step briefing on 
the project’s implemen-
tation, emphasizing ad-
herence to international 
conservation principles, 
community involvement, 
and inter-departmental 
collaboration.
It was highlighted that 
the protection of glob-
ally significant sites like 
Taxila inscribed on UN-
ESCO’s World Heritage 
List, is not only a trust 
for future generations 
but also plays an im-
portant role in cultur-
al diplomacy, interna-
tional cooperation, and 
the promotion of sus-
tainable development.

 WB President lauds 
Punjab govt’s efforts

Tarar reviews progress 
on central monitoring 

project, NCF setup

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan along 
with others cutting the ribbon to inaugurate  paintings exhibition at Islamabad Art Gallery.

Tarar emphasized the timely completion of the project, noting that 
the Central Monitoring Unit is aligned with modern requirements 

and will assist in compiling narrative-related reports and formulating 
effective strategies 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Attaul-
lah Tarar chaired a review meeting 
on projects being undertaken by the 
Directorate of Electronic Media and 
Publications (DEMP).
 The minister was briefed on the 
progress of the Central Monitoring 
Project and the establishment of the 
National Centre of Films (NCF).  
Officials informed the meeting that the 
Central Monitoring Project, launched 
in January 2023, is scheduled for com-
pletion by June 2026, with its scope 
being expanded and technology up-
graded. Tarar emphasized the timely 
completion of the project, noting that 
the Central Monitoring Unit is aligned 
with modern requirements and will 
assist in compiling narrative-relat-

ed reports and formulating effective 
strategies.  He added that the initia-
tive would also benefit the private 
sector by providing facilities to 
analyze their content.  The DEMP 
administration assured the minis-
ter that all necessary steps were 
being taken to meet the June 2026 
deadline in line with the approved 
PC-I and work plan. The meet-
ing agreed to hold regular review 
sessions to monitor progress and 
address any obstacles. Participants 
were also briefed on the establish-
ment of the National Centre of Films, 
created through the reorganization of 
DEMP’s Film Wing. The minister said 
comprehensive measures would be 
taken to promote quality film produc-
tion in Pakistan. 
 Officials highlighted that the NCF, 
as custodian of the National Film Pol-

icy 2018, ensures coordination with 
stakeholders in the film and drama 
industry. Under the policy, steps are 
being taken to implement incentives 
and promote Pakistan’s cinema indus-
try internationally through structured 
linkages, agreements, and participa-
tion in global platforms. The ministry 
has introduced financial incentives 
to support the revival of the film in-
dustry, including exemptions on cine-
matographic equipment, tax relief for 
cinema operations and feature film 
production, and tax credits under the 
Film and Drama Finance Fund.
It was further shared that memoran-
dums of understanding have been 
signed with several countries to en-
courage cooperation in the film and 
drama sectors, including content ex-
change, joint productions, and partic-
ipation in international film festivals.

Kanysh Satbayev 
Scientific, Educational 

Center launched at NUST
ISLAMABAD :The Kanysh 
Satbayev Scientific and 
Educational Center was 
formally inaugurated on 
Monday at the National 
University of Sciences and 
Technology (NUST), mark-
ing a significant milestone 
in strengthening academic 
and scientific cooperation 
between Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan.
The center was inaugurated 
by Kazakhstan’s Minister 
for Science and Higher Edu-
cation, Mr. Sayasat Nurbek, 
during his official visit to 
Pakistan. Federal Minister 
for Science and Technology 
Mr. Khalid Hussain Magsi, 
Rector NUST Dr. Muham-
mad Zahid Latif, senior of-
ficials, academicians, and 
representatives from both 
countries were also present 
on the occasion.
Speaking at the ceremony, 
Federal Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Mr. 

Khalid Hussain Magsi said 
the establishment of the 
Kanysh Satbayev Scientif-
ic and Educational Center 
reflects Pakistan’s com-
mitment to strengthening 
international academic co-
operation.
He noted that such initia-
tives would promote joint 
research, innovation, and 
knowledge exchange, while 
creating new opportunities 
for students and faculty of 
both countries.
Established in collaboration 
with Kazakhstan’s Satbayev 
University, the center aims 
to serve as a hub for sci-
entific research, academic 
exchange, and cultural un-
derstanding.
It is envisioned as a dy-
namic platform to promote 
science education, joint 
research initiatives, and 
innovation while fostering 
closer institutional linkages 
between universities of the 

two countries.
Special emphasis at the 
center will be placed on 
highlighting the legacy 
of Kanysh Satbayev, the 
founder of Kazakhstan’s 
geological school and one 
of the country’s most dis-
tinguished scientists.
The facility will host joint 
research projects, academ-
ic programs, seminars, 
and educational activities, 
alongside initiatives to pro-
mote Kazakh culture and 
scientific heritage.
The establishment of the 
Kanysh Satbayev Scientific 
and Educational Center is 
expected to open new ave-
nues for joint degree pro-
grams, faculty and student 
exchanges, scientific con-
ferences, and support for 
startups and innovative pro-
jects, further strengthening 
academic and cultural ties 
between Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan.—APP

Terrorists only enemies 
of Pakistan, not 
 angry elements

ISLAMABAD :Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister 
on Political Affairs, Rana 
Sanaullah Khan, on Monday 
informed the Senate that 
the perpetrators of recent 
terrorist incidents in Ba-
lochistan were enemies of 
Pakistan and were acting on 
the directives of anti-Paki-
stan elements.
Responding to points raised 
by Leader of the Opposition 
in the Senate, Raja Nasir 
Abbas, he said that around 
177 terrorists had been 
eliminated, while 17 per-
sonnel of law-enforcement 
agencies and 33 civilians had 
embraced martyrdom in ter-
rorist attacks in Balochistan. 
Such elements could not be 
portrayed as “angry” or ag-
grieved groups, he added.
Giving details, he said that 
out of the total 17 martyred 
law-enforcement personnel, 
10 were police officials, six 
were Frontier Corps per-
sonnel and one was from 

the Levies. He said the 33 
civilians were also martyred 
after terrorists stormed their 
homes and residential areas.
He went on to say that 
criminal and terrorist activ-
ities could be carried out 
anywhere by small armed 
groups, even in relatively 
secure areas, but the pattern 
of violence witnessed in Ba-
lochistan reflected organised 
terrorism rather than isolat-
ed criminal acts.
Sanaullah said terrorists in 
Balochistan had repeatedly 
stopped buses, checked pas-
sengers’ identity cards and 
executed innocent citizens in 
front of their families, includ-
ing women and children. He 
said such brutality had also 
been witnessed in attacks 
on trains, including the Jaffar 
Express, where passengers 
were taken hostage, humil-
iated and then murdered in 
cold blood.
“These are acts of extreme 
savagery that no sane human 

being can justify,” he said, 
questioning the narrative 
that such groups were mere-
ly “disgruntled.”
The SAPM said that after 
recent terrorist operations, 
the bodies of killed terror-
ists were even forcibly taken 
from hospitals in Quetta, 
raising serious questions 
about the motives and nar-
ratives of those claiming to 
speak for “rights.”
He said the terrorists were 
acting as operatives of a 
hostile country, seeking to 
avenge the defeat suffered 
by enemy forces in Opera-
tion Sindoor and earlier con-
frontations, particularly after 
Pakistan’s armed forces had 
demonstrated their strength 
and professionalism, earning 
pride for the entire nation. 
He said security forces had 
thwarted attempts by terror-
ists to breach the Quetta Red 
Zone and neutralised them 
wherever they attempted to 
operate. —APP

Narrative falls flat as 
state bets on youth 

through laptops: Amna 
 
ISLAMABAD :Focal Person for the Prime Minister’s Youth Programme (PMYP) and  Member of the National Assembly 
(MNA) Syeda Amnah Batool, stated on Monday that the narrative of despair regarding Pakistan’s future ,often echoed 
in coffee shops and social media spaces is fragile and unfounded. She emphasized that the true reality is the laptop 
in the hands of the youth, serving as a “key to the future” that connects them to the global economy. In a post on the 
social media platform X , the PMYP Focal Person contrasted the “doom and gloom” slogans circulating online with the 
practical struggles and achievements of the youth. She remarked that while stories claiming “it’s over for Pakistan” 
might go viral, they lack substance. She clarified that while some are merely talking, Pakistan’s ‘digital natives’ are 
carving out a new national identity through Artificial Intelligence (AI) and e-commerce. Addressing the significance 
of the Prime Minister’s Laptop Scheme, she asserted that these devices should not be viewed merely as electronic 
machines. Instead, they represent a ‘gateway’ for talented individuals who were previously held back by a lack of re-
sources. This laptop is your office, your university, and your creative studio. Through this, the State is sending a clear 
message.”we believe in your potential and we are investing in your dreams,” she stated. Amnah Batool urged the youth 
to utilize this connectivity to compete with talent in Silicon Valley, London, and Tokyo, rather than wasting time on 
unproductive debates in coffee houses. She highlighted that freelancers and developers are already bringing valuable 
foreign exchange into the country, proving that for those who work hard, digital borders no longer exist. Furthermore, 
she clarified that the distribution of laptops is not based on political patronage or charity, but is carried out strictly 
through a transparent, merit-based process. Under the leadership of PMYP Chairman Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan, the 
government’s goal is to provide the necessary tools; it is now up to the youth to create their own masterpieces.—DNA

Kundi urges 
incentives 

to retain 
investment in 

province
ISLAMABAD : Governor Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim 
Kundi on Monday stressed 
the need for the provincial 
government to offer effective 
incentives to the business 
community so that traders 
from KP prefer investing with-
in their own province rather 
than moving to Punjab He said 
a comprehensive review of 
industrial and commercial pol-
icies has become the need of 
the hour to promote economic 
activities in the province. The 
Governor expressed these 
views while addressing the in-
auguration ceremony of Pesha-
war-based HBK Hyper Market 
in Islamabad. On his arrival, 
he was warmly received by 
prominent business figures in-
cluding Chairman HBK Group 
Imdad Khan Afridi, CEO Dr 
Mohibullah Afridi, Director 
Aamir Khan Afridi, Chairman 
Revive Pakistan Imran Ali, 
and others. Governor Kundi 
said that investment by Pe-
shawar’s business communi-
ty in Islamabad is a positive 
and welcome development, 
reflecting a bright and pro-
gressive image of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. However, he 
regretted that compared to 
Rashakai Industrial Zone, 
investors in Punjab are be-
ing offered more incentives, 
which is compelling KP inves-
tors to shift their businesses 
to other provinces.—APP  

Bugti reviews progress on 
Trauma Centers activation

QUETTA: Chief Minister 
of Balochistan Mir Sarfraz 
Bugti chaired a review meet-
ing on Monday to assess 
progress on the activation 
of trauma centers across the 
province. The meeting was 
held at the Chief Minister’s 
Secretariat in Quetta, at-
tended by Provincial Health 
Minister Bakht Muhammad 
Kakar, Chief Secretary Sha-
keel Qadir Khan, Secretary 
Health Mujeeb-ur-Rehman 
Panizai, Secretary Finance 
Lal Jan Jaffer, Principal 
Secretary to the CM Imran 
Zarkoon, Secretary Commu-

nications and Works Babar 
Khan, Managing Director 
Trauma Center Arbab Kam-
ran Kasi, along with other 
senior officials. During the 
briefing, the Health Sec-
retary informed the Chief 
Minister about the newly con-
structed trauma center at Spi-
ni Road, Quetta, highlighting 
its enhanced capacity and im-
proved emergency treatment 
facilities.
He added that the clinical 
network had been expanded 
to ensure timely medical re-
sponse, while also outlining 
the need for additional human 

resources and budgetary sup-
port. The Chief Minister di-
rected that the trauma center 
at Spini Road be made opera-
tional immediately, stressing 
that merit must be strictly 
observed in staff recruitment. 
He further instructed that 
the trauma center at Sheikh 
Zayed Hospital be completed 
at the earliest. Addressing the 
meeting, CM Sarfraz Bugti 
reiterated that public service 
remains the top priority of 
the provincial government. He 
emphasized that the activation 
of trauma centers is vital to 
provide faster.—APP
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IRSA releases 
45,700 cusecs 

water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Monday released 45,700 
cusecs of water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
42,400 cusecs.  According to 
the data released by IRSA, 
the water level in the River 
Indus at Tarbela Dam stood 
at 1492.00 feet which was 
90.00 feet higher than the 
dead level of 1402.00 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam were recorded as 
17,000 cusecs each.  The wa-
ter level in the Jhelum River 
at Mangla Dam was 1202.90 
feet, which was 152.90 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was 
recorded as 6,700 cusecs 
and 10,000 cusecs respec-
tively.  The release of water 
at Kalabagh, Taunsa, Guddu 
and Sukkur was recorded as 
27,900, 22,700, 29,400, and 
8,900 cusecs, respectively. 
Similarly, from River Kabul, 
a total of 10,700 cusecs of 
water was released at Now-
shera, and 4,400 cusecs were 
released from River Chenab 
at Marala.—APP

National action 
plan promotes 

peace
RAWALPINDI :An aware-
ness seminar on the National 
Action Plan (NAP) was held 
at Government Graduate 
College for Women, B-Block, 
Rawalpindi with the mes-
sage that peace, tolerance, 
patience and harmony are 
essential for society, and that 
violence, weapons and dam-
age to national assets can 
never solve problems.
The event was organized by 
the Psychology Department 
of the college where Princi-
pal Dr. Fatima Gul, faculty 
members and a large number 
of students attended.
Dr. Musarrat Riaz, Assistant 
Professor of Murree Road 
College, delivered a com-
prehensive lecture on the 
National Action Plan (NAP). 
She stressed that adopting 
tolerance, patience and en-
durance is indispensable 
for promoting peace and 
social harmony. She firm-
ly rejected violence and 
destruction of national 
property as solutions to 
any issue. Dr. Musarrat 
Riaz urged the students 
to become conscious of 
their rights and responsi-
bilities as the noblest of 
creation and to develop a 
strong sense of awareness 
and accountability so that 
they can actively contrib-
ute to building a peaceful 
and progressive society. 
Dr. Fatima Gul on the oc-
casion shed light on the 
role of educational institu-
tions for creating massive 
awareness of NAP.—APP
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Field Marshal discusses security 
dynamics with Libyan defence chief

During the meeting, both sides exchanged views on matters of mutual interest, with particular  
focus on security dynamics in respective regions and professional cooperation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Field Marshal 
Khalifa Abu-al-Qasim Haftar, 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
Libyan Arab Armed Forces, 
along with  Dr. Osama Saad 
Hammad, Prime Minister 

of the Government of Lib-
ya, called on Field Marshal 
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), 
HJ, COAS & CDF, at Gener-
al Headquarters (GHQ) on 
Monday. During the meet-
ing, both sides exchanged 
views on matters of mutual 
interest, with particular fo-

cus on security dynamics in 
respective regions and pro-
fessional cooperation. The 
discussion underscored the 
importance of continued en-
gagement and collaboration 
between the Armed Forces 
of Pakistan and Libya.
Field Marshal Syed Asim 

Munir welcomed the dis-
tinguished guests and re-
affirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to strengthening 
bilateral relations with 
Libya. He emphasized Pa-
kistan’s support for peace, 
stability, and institution-

al development in Libya. 
The meeting was held in 
a cordial and constructive 
atmosphere, reflecting the 
longstanding friendly rela-
tions between Pakistan and 
Libya. Earlier, on arrival at 
Noor Khan Airbase, Field 

Marshal Khalifa Abu-al-Qa-
sim Haftar was received by 
Field Marshal Syed Asim 
Munir, NI (M), HJ, COAS 
& CDF. The dignitary also 
paid homage to Shuhada 
and laid wreath at martyrs 
memorial at GHQ.

ICCI President says visits key to unlock export potential

Saifullah Ansar

Islamabad: President of the Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI), Sardar Tahir 
Mehmood, has emphasized the 
need to further strengthen Paki-
stan’s economic, trade and con-
nectivity relations with regional 
countries, particularly Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan, terming the up-
coming visits of their Presidents 
to Islamabad as highly significant 
and timely.He said that the arriv-
al of President of Kazakhstan on 
February 3 and President of Uz-
bekistan on February 5 reflects 
growing mutual trust and shared 
commitment to regional cooper-
ation, economic integration and 
sustainable development. These 
high-level engagements, he added, 

open new avenues for expanding 
bilateral trade, investment, and 
people-to-people contacts. Sardar 
Tahir Mehmood noted that Cen-
tral Asian states hold immense 
potential for Pakistan in sectors 
such as trade, energy, agriculture, 
mining, logistics and tourism. He 
stressed that improved connectiv-
ity projects, including railway and 
transit corridors, would play a piv-
otal role in linking Pakistan with 
Central Asia, enabling cost-effec-
tive trade routes and boosting re-
gional commerce. The ICCI Pres-
ident highlighted that Islamabad, 
as the federal capital and business 
hub, is well-positioned to serve as 
a bridge between Pakistan’s pri-
vate sector and regional markets. 
He expressed optimism that busi-
ness forums and B2B interactions 
planned during these visits would 
help Pakistani entrepreneurs ex-

plore joint ventures and long-term 
partnerships.
On their part, Senior Vice Presi-
dent Tahir Ayub and Vice President 
Irfan Chaudry reaffirmed ICCI’s 
commitment to supporting govern-
ment efforts aimed at enhancing 
regional cooperation and facilitat-
ing the business community. They 
hoped that the outcomes of these 
presidential visits would translate 
into practical agreements, im-
proved market access and stronger 
institutional linkages, ultimately 
contributing to economic growth 
and prosperity across the region.
They concluded by stating that 
stronger ties with Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan would not only 
benefit Pakistan’s economy but 
also promote regional stabili-
ty, connectivity and shared pro-
gress, aligning with the broader 
vision of regional integration.

Kazakh, Uzbek Presidents’ visits 
to open new trade avenues 
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Opposition 
leader in KP 

welcomes 
PM-KP CM 
meeting

PESHAWAR: The opposi-
tion leader in the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, 
Dr Ibad Khan, reacting 
to Chief Minister Sohail 
Afridi’s meeting with the 
Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz, said here 
Monday that not discuss-
ing political matters dur-
ing the meeting was a posi-
tive approach, and that the 
Chief Minister played the 
role of a “good child. In a 
message, Dr Ibad said that 
he has always maintained 
that sitting face to face is 
the only effective forum 
for resolving KP issues. 
For the solution of pro-
vincial problems, he said 
the Chief Minister should 
go and sit with the Prime 
Minister so that public is-
sues can be addressed. He 
said that by not discussing 
matters such as Adiala Jail 
and street movements dur-
ing the meeting, the Chief 
Minister showed wisdom 
and political maturity.
“If the CM continues to 
demonstrate the same 
seriousness and sense of 
responsibility, the prov-
ince’s problems can be 
resolved.”
Dr Ibad said “climbing 
onto a vehicle with a group 
of four people, which 
sometimes in one district, 
sometimes another, some-
times at one intersection 
and sometimes another 
will neither solve problems 
nor produce any positive 
outcome.”
He said that going among 
the public is meant to ob-
tain a mandate, and when 
the mandate already ex-
ists, there is no need to 
take to the streets. Rele-
vant forums for resolving 
issues already exist and 
should be utilized.
He further said that 
at this time, there is a 
need not for mobiliza-
tion but for effective 
delivery, so that real 
relief can be provid-
ed to the public.—APP

Early kidney disease 
screening vital as 
burden set to rise

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s healthcare system lacks the capacity to cope with the rapidly in-
creasing burden of kidney diseases, making early screening and prevention an urgent pub-
lic health priority, experts warned on Monday. Speaking to APP on the sidelines of a three-
day international conference organised by the Pakistan Society of Nephrology (PSN), its 
president Prof Dr Zahid Nabi said Pakistan ranks third globally in diabetes prevalence, 
with nearly 40 per cent of diabetic patients eventually developing kidney complications. “If 
preventive measures are not introduced now, the burden of kidney disease will increase 
significantly over the next eight to ten years,” Dr Nabi said, stressing the need for a nation-
wide screening programme to ensure early detection and timely treatment.
He noted that chronic kidney disease places a heavy financial strain on patients and the 
healthcare system, adding that Pakistan’s economy is not equipped to manage the long-term 
costs associated with dialysis and transplants at a large scale. Dr Nabi also emphasised the 
importance of promoting deceased organ donation programmes. He said patients declared 
brain-dead following accidents and admitted to intensive care units could potentially save mul-
tiple lives if families are properly informed and encouraged to consent to organ donation. The 
PSN conference, held every two years, was organised at an international level this year, with 
participation from around 15 foreign experts from the United States, the United Kingdom, 
France, Italy, Saudi Arabia, Kenya and Bangladesh, alongside local specialists. According to Dr 
Nabi, the conference aimed to promote knowledge-sharing between international and Pakistani 
nephrologists, while providing young specialists an opportunity to learn from senior clinicians 
through research presentations and clinical discussions He said the presence of internationally 
renowned nephrologists was particularly beneficial for early-career doctors, helping strengthen 
professional capacity in kidney care across the country. Dr Nabi warned that people suffering 
from diabetes, hypertension or those using painkillers excessively faced a higher risk of kidney 
disease. He advised regular urine tests, kidney function tests and ultrasound examinations 
for early diagnosis. He added that professional medical conferences play a crucial role in 
improving awareness and strengthening healthcare delivery, enabling young nephrologists 
to provide better care for kidney patients nationwide.—APP

RCCI observes 
Kashmir Solidarity Day 
with special ceremony

The Rawalpindi Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (RCCI) organ-
ized a special ceremony to observe 
Kashmir Solidarity Day, reaffirming 
unwavering support for the people of 
Kashmir. The event was attended by 
the wife of Hurriyat leader and politi-
cal prisoner Yasin Malik, Ms. Mishaal 
Hussain Malik, as the chief guest.
Chairman Youth Affairs Movement 
Abdullah Gul and Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister on Tourism, Sard-
ar Yasir Ilyas, also participated in the 
ceremony. Addressing the gathering, 
RCCI President Usman Shaukat stat-
ed that the people of Pakistan and the 
business community stand firmly with 
the oppressed people of Kashmir. He 
urged the international community to 
take immediate notice of grave human 
rights violations and Indian atrocities 
in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 

and Kashmir (IIOJK), and demanded 
the immediate release of Hurriyat 
leader and prisoner of conscience 
Yasin Malik. Group Leader Sohail 
Altaf emphasized that the business 
community is united for the Kash-
mir cause and will continue to raise 
its voice at all forums. Speaking on 
the occasion, Mishaal Hussain Ma-
lik expressed her gratitude to RCCI 
for organizing the event. She high-
lighted severe human rights abuses 
in occupied Kashmir, stating that 
innocent civilians have been killed 
and thousands of women rendered 
widows. She said that the Kashmir 
freedom movement is directly linked 
to global peace and alleged that Indi-
an forces have crossed all limits of op-
pression. She demanded that the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan convene a joint 
session of Parliament on Kashmir and 

Yasin Malik’s case and take the matter 
to international courts. SAPM Sardar 
Yasir Ilyas said that a united struggle 
is essential for the Kashmir cause and 
all political parties must come togeth-
er. He stressed the need to develop 
unity like Bunyan-un-Marsoos and 
strengthen the economy to counter 
enemy propaganda. He also pointed 
out that India is investing heavily in 
propaganda, which must be countered 
effectively. On the occasion, a symbol-
ic solidarity rally was also led at the 
RCCI premises by President Usman 
Shaukat, Sardar Yasir Ilyas, Mishaal 
Hussain Malik, Sohail Altaf, and Ab-
dullah Gul. Senior Vice President 
Khalid Farooq Qazi, Vice President 
Fahad Barlas, Executive Committee 
Members, RCCI members, and wom-
en members were also present in 
large numbers.—DNA

PM vows to UNESCO’s 
values in advancing 

quality education
Minister for Education and Professional Training Dr. Khalid Maqbool 

Siddiqui, Minister for National Heritage and Culture Aurangzeb Khichi 
and senior officials were also present on the occasion

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Monday reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s commitment to UNESCO’s core 
values in advancing inclusive and quality 
education, safeguarding cultural herit-
age and strengthening resilience in the 
face of global challenges.
He was talking to Director General 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
Dr. Khaled El-Enany, who called on him 
at the PM House.  
While congratulating Dr. Enany on his 
election as Director General, UNESCO, 
he commended the important work 
being carried out by UNESCO and ex-
pressed Pakistan’s desire for continued 

collaboration with the organization, 
under Dr. Enany’s able leadership. The 
prime minister highlighted various initi-
atives being undertaken by the Govern-
ment of Pakistan for the promotion of 
education, particularly the “Education 
Emergency” that aims to maximize the 
enrollment of out-of-school children.  
He shared the invaluable experiences, 
best practices, and highly successful 
track record achieved in the education 
sector during his tenure as Chief Min-
ister of Punjab. During the meeting, the 
prime minister also expressed satisfac-
tion at UNESCO’s support in the pro-
tection and preservation of six cultural 
heritage sites in Pakistan and invited 

UNESCO to partner with Pakistan for 
enlisting more sites such as the Khewra 
Salt Mines. Director General UNES-
CO thanked the prime minister for the 
warm welcome and said he had traveled 
to various schools and cultural sites in 
his short visit.  He appreciated Paki-
stan’s achievements in the education 
sector and underscored his continued 
commitment to support Pakistan’s ef-
forts in the fields of education, science 
and culture. Minister for Education and 
Professional Training Dr. Khalid Maq-
bool Siddiqui, Minister for National Her-
itage and Culture Aurangzeb Khichi and 
senior officials were also present on 
the occasion.—APP

 83 UK govt- 
funded scholars 
welcomed back 

to Pakistan
 
Islamabad: The British High Commission Pakistan 
hosted a warm and celebratory Welcome Home Reception 
for the 2024/25 Chevening and Commonwealth Scholars, 
marking their successful completion of postgraduate study 
in the United Kingdom  This year, 83 scholars returned to 
Pakistan after completing prestigious UK government-fund-
ed awards. This included 42 Chevening Scholars and 41 
Commonwealth Scholars, comprising 19 Master’s schol-
ars, 15 PhD scholars, and 14 Split-Site PhD scholars.  The 
event recognised their academic achievements, global ex-
posure, and leadership potential, while also celebrating 
their reintegration into Pakistan’s growing alumni commu-
nity.  The reception brought together returning scholars, 
senior alumni, and leadership from across the British High 
Commission to network, reconnect, and explore future 
avenues for collaboration and national impact. Chevening 
scholar Sameen Nadeem said, “Chevening has broadened 
my understanding of what I can achieve and how I can cre-
ate real impact. Through the skills I gained such as com-
munity, leadership and open-mindedness- I now feel more 
confident in my ability to make a difference. I am excited 
to join the global Chevening network and work alongside 
others to address some of the world’s biggest challenges.” 
Speaking at the event, British High Commissioner Jane 
Marriott CMG OBE said, “These scholarship programmes 
embody the very best of the UK–Pakistan partnership. 
Every year, talented Pakistanis go to the UK to study at 
world-leading universities and return with new ideas, glob-
al networks, and the confidence to lead. This is true brain 
gain, scholars bringing their expertise home to strengthen 
Pakistan’s institutions, drive innovation, and uplift their 
communities. Chevening and Commonwealth scholarships 
are investments in Pakistan’s future leadership, and we 
are incredibly proud of this year’s returning cohort.—APP

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days
Feb 04/Sri Lanka	

National Day

Feb 06/N. Zea-
land	

National Day

Feb 06/Uganda	
Army Day

Feb 11//Iran 	
Revolution day

Feb 16/DPR 
Korea	

National Day

Feb 16/Lithuania	
National Day

Feb 18/Gambia	
National Day

Feb 19/Nepal	
Democracy Day

Feb 23/Uzbekistan
National Day

Feb 23/Brunei
National Day

Feb 23/Guyana	
National Day

Feb 23/Russia	
National Army Day

Feb 23/Tajikistan	
Armed Forces Day

Feb 25/Kuwait
National Day 

PRCS chief for boosting 
humanitarian coop with UN
ISLAMABAD :The Chairperson of the Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS), Farzhana Naek, 
met with Bilal Ahmed, Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations in Geneva, 
at the Pakistan Mission, to discuss strengthening humanitarian cooperation and advancing 
shared priorities at the global level The meeting focused on the evolving international funding 
environment, emerging humanitarian challenges, and opportunities for closer coordination to 
support effective relief and disaster rehabilitation efforts in Pakistan. Both sides exchanged 
views on leveraging international platforms to enhance outreach to potential donors and part-
ners, with the shared objective of improving the scale and quality of humanitarian assistance for 
vulnerable communities. The discussion also highlighted the importance of sustained engagement 
with the United Nations system and other global stakeholders to ensure timely, coordinated, and 
needs-based humanitarian responses, said a press release issued here on Monday.—APP
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Balkan states 
crucial to Türkiye 

Dr. Sinem Cengiz

S INCE the breakup of the former Yugoslavia, the Balkan region 
has been a priority for Turkiye because of its geopolitical prox-
imity and historical and cultural ties. Through its economic and 

political influence, Turkiye has placed the region within its area of par-
ticular interest. As a result, relations with Balkan states have begun to 
occupy an important place in Ankara’s foreign policy agenda. Since this 
region’s history has been marked by conflict, fragmentation and chron-
ic instability, Turkiye maintains a calculated and balanced policy toward 
each Balkan country. As part of this policy, Turkiye has launched a 
diplomatic initiative, the Balkan Peace Platform, which held its second 
meeting in Istanbul last month. The meeting brought together the for-
eign ministers of Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, Kosovo, 
North Macedonia and Serbia. Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan 
said that the platform has quickly become an important mechanism 
for deepening dialogue, emphasizing Turkiye’s role as a unifying actor.
While global attention is often focused on regional developments from Gaza 
to Iran and from Sudan to Yemen, the Balkan region may not appear to be a 
priority for many. However, despite being a peripheral region, the Balkans 
has become an arena where several actors, including Turkiye, Israel, Iran, 
Russia and the Western powers, seek to expand their sphere of influence. 
Each of these actors has different motivations toward the region, which con-
nects Europe, the Middle East, the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.
In recent years, with increasing tensions due to the Gaza war and Iran-Isra-
el conflict, the Balkan states have been gaining prominence. For instance, 
Kosovo President Vjosa Osmani was among the leaders of 20 countries who 
signed up to the US-led Board of Peace. Meanwhile, Albanian Prime Minis-
ter Edi Rama was last month received at the Israeli Knesset, meeting Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. A few days later, Netanyahu received Repub-
lika Srpska President Ana Trisic-Babic and former President Milorad Dodik.
Since the Gaza war erupted, Israel has been trying to forge closer 
ties with the Balkan states. Israeli President Isaac Herzog has paid 
historic visits to Albania and Serbia. Israel is particularly trying to 
gain impetus in the Balkans by expanding its military and economic 
ties. Tel Aviv’s defense partnership with Serbia has paved the way 
for Israel’s growing footprint in the region. In addition to defense 
ties, Israel sees the Balkans as a space useful for intelligence pur-
poses against its opponents in the region, particularly Turkiye.

It is no coincidence that as Turkish-Israeli relations have worsened due 
to the Gaza war, Israel has been using its lobbying power in the West 
to influence Balkan states that need Western backing. Israel’s outreach 
comes at a time when it faces international isolation due to the Gaza 
conflict. Although the Balkan region might be seen as Europe’s periph-
ery, Israel aims to build legitimacy by showcasing to the world that its 
leaders can still travel abroad and receive other leaders in their offices. 
Despite being peripheral, the Balkans has become an arena where sev-
eral actors seek to expand their sphere of influence.
For leaders of small and fragile Balkan states, hosting international digni-
taries or participating in global treaties can be seen as an opportunity to 
enhance their international standing. However, it is also important for them 
to align with the “right side of history,” since it is clear that, with so few lead-
ers — even in Europe — willing to meet Netanyahu, receiving or visiting him 
will bring no tangible gain. The Balkan states’ stance toward Israel and its 
war in Gaza has been varied. Albania established diplomatic relations with 
Israel only after the fall of its communist regime in 1991. Before that, Tirana 
supported the Palestine Liberation Organization. However, as US influence 
in Albania increased after 1991, political support for the Palestinians dimin-
ished. Today, Albania is strongly allied with Israel, believing that closer rela-
tions can boost its influence with the White House. While Serbia has provid-
ed humanitarian aid to Gaza, it also supplied arms to Israel — deliveries that 
President Aleksandar Vucic halted after Israel attacked Iran last year. Since 
then, Serbia has been pursuing a cautious policy, concerned over a potential 
spillover of the Iran-Israel conflict to the Balkans. Meanwhile, Montenegro 
and North Macedonia have adopted a low-profile diplomatic stance.
Kosovo, the only Balkan state to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
and open an embassy there, has been trying to be part of the Gaza peace 
efforts, as seen in its role as one of the signatories of the Board of Peace. 
Bosnia-Herzegovina is deeply divided due to its internal political struc-
ture. While Bosniak political forces are pro-Palestinian and sympathetic 
toward Turkiye, Bosnian Serb leaders are vocal in supporting Israel, as 
seen from their leaders’ visit to the country. Turkiye has long sought 
to prevent external actors from using the Balkans to advance their own 
agendas. In the past, Ankara opposed Iranian and Russian influence in 
the region. Today, Israel has emerged as another actor attempting to 
leverage Balkan dynamics for its destabilizing objectives in the Middle 
East. While Israel lacks the capacity to establish a strong presence in the 
Balkans, it will likely exploit any opportunity to minimize support for the 
Palestinian cause and gain allies against Ankara.
Turkiye already enjoys strong political ties with Balkan states, built on 
shared culture and history, and can further deepen these partnerships. The 
Balkan Peace Platform is an excellent initiative in this regard. Ankara can 
also leverage its position within NATO, especially with Balkan members of 
the alliance, to encourage regional states to pursue balanced foreign policies 
regarding Middle East issues and reduce Israel’s leverage in this area
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How Iran Dismantled Mossad’s Hidden Network

Defeat, Disappointment and Proxy Terrorism

Qamar Bashir

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

T HE confrontation that reshaped the intel-
ligence and military balance in the Middle 
East unfolded between June 3 and June 15, 

2025, when Israel and the United States launched 
a coordinated campaign against Iran that combined 
external strikes with what Tehran later described 
as a deeply embedded internal operation. It was 
not merely a clash of aircraft, missiles, and naval 
deployments. Iranian officials and regional analysts 
argued that it was a war prepared from within, built 
on years of covert penetration by Mossad, Israel’s 
world-renowned intelligence service. According to 
these accounts, networks of cultivated insiders had 
facilitated the smuggling of drones, communications 
equipment, and light weapons into Iranian territory. 
The aftermath, now firmly in the past, triggered what 
Tehran called the largest counter-intelligence opera-
tion in its modern history, marked by mass arrests, 
the exposure of alleged cells, the seizure of weapons 
depots, and the dismantling of clandestine communi-
cation networks. By mid-June, the guns fell silent, but 
the intelligence war had merely shifted into a deeper 
and more complex phase.
That next phase began after the Davos meetings 
concluded on January 23, when President Donald 
Trump ordered the movement of a U.S. armada 
and flotilla of warships toward the Persian Gulf, 
positioning them to encircle Iran. The global 
media and defense circles immediately framed 
the deployment as the prelude to an imminent 
strike. Aircraft carriers, submarines, and long-
range bombers dominated headlines. Markets 
trembled. Regional capitals braced. Yet, at the 
moment when an attack was most widely antic-
ipated, it did not come.  Instead, Washington 
paused. According to defense analysts, this post-
ponement was not hesitation, but calculation. 
The delay itself became a strategic instrument 
designed to induce nervousness and anxiety 
within Iran’s defense and political leadership, 
compelling them to move, displace, and conceal 
what they valued most—missile units, nuclear 
materials, command centers, and senior civilian, 
religious, and military figures.
As these movements unfolded, analysts argued, they 
created precisely what intelligence services seek: pat-
terns. Satellites tracked convoys. Signals intelligence 
monitored encrypted communications. Human net-
works reported shifts in routines and locations. 
In this reading, the attack was deliberately deferred 
so that Iran’s own efforts to protect its assets would 
expose them. Each relocation became a data point. 
Each new “safe place” became a coordinate. When 
the moment came, these analysts claimed, targets 
would already be locked—ready for B-2 bombers, F-35 

squadrons, or Tomahawk missiles launched from sub-
marines hundreds of miles away. Tehran, however, 
rejected the notion that it was merely a subject of this 
strategic chess game. Iranian officials emphasized 
that, in the wake of June and throughout the tense 
weeks that followed the January naval deployment, 
the country had dramatically expanded its coun-
ter-intelligence posture. With technical and advisory 
support from Russia and China, Iran claimed to have 
shifted its focus beyond human networks to the digital 
and satellite-based systems allegedly used to coordi-
nate covert activity and unrest inside the country.
One of the most striking claims to emerge from this 
period involved the discovery of large numbers of 
Starlinked satellite based communication devices, 
often described in regional reporting as “starlink 
kits.” These systems were designed to bypass 
Iran’s domestic telecommunications infrastructure 
and link operatives directly to external command 
centers. Through these channels, real-time instruc-
tions could be transmitted—where to assemble, 
which facilities to target, how to provoke security 
forces, and how to frame events for international 
audiences once clashes occurred. The method, as 
it was later described, followed a tightly engineered 
pattern. Small groups would initiate acts of vandal-
ism or violence in public spaces. 
When security forces intervened, they would be 
fired at by sophisticated automatic weapons to trig-
ger confrontations. Images and reports of these 
clashes would then be rapidly amplified across 
global media platforms as evidence of state repres-
sion. The objective was not simply to destabilize 
Iran internally, but to construct a moral and polit-
ical narrative that could justify renewed external 
pressure or even direct military action.
Iranian authorities claimed that, working with Rus-
sian and Chinese technical expertise, they eventual-
ly traced the signal pathways behind these systems. 
Uplinks and downlinks were identified. Devices were 
seized. The digital bridge between alleged external co-
ordinators and internal operatives was disrupted. As 
a result, Tehran argued, the momentum of street-level 
unrest declined, and the information battlefield tilted 
back in favor of the state. Overlaying these tactical 
maneuvers was a deeper ideological framing articu-
lated by Iran’s leadership. In speeches delivered by 
the country’s supreme authority portrayed the con-
frontation not merely as a geopolitical struggle, but 
as a test of spiritual endurance. When the world turns 
against the Muslim community, he told followers, di-
vine support alone is sufficient. This religious narra-
tive provided a form of resilience that could not be 
neutralized by satellites, sanctions, or surveillance.
At the strategic level, another current shaped West-

ern and regional calculations: Iran’s steadily advanc-
ing missile and nuclear capabilities, whether ac-
knowledged, denied, or deliberately left ambiguous. 
The June 2025 exchange also exposed the limits of 
Israel’s and America’s ability to achieve decisive 
results without risking serious retaliation.  Iran 
was not an isolated state on the periphery of global 
politics. It stood at the intersection of major power 
interests. Russia and China openly opposed a war 
that could redraw the strategic map of the region. 
Turkey publicly accused Israel of pushing the Unit-
ed States toward a conflict that would destabilize 
the entire Middle East. Within NATO, enthusiasm 
for opening another major front appeared limited.
Meanwhile, Washington faced pressures far beyond 
the Persian Gulf. From the Caribbean to South Amer-
ica, shifting alliances and growing resistance to U.S. 
influence demanded diplomatic and strategic atten-
tion. The prospect of managing simultaneous crises 
across multiple theaters introduced caution into de-
cision-making circles, as military assets and political 
capital were stretched across competing priorities.
Hovering over all these calculations was the narrow 
corridor of the Strait of Hormuz. Any disruption 
there would send shockwaves through global ener-
gy markets and supply chains, with consequences 
reaching far beyond the region.  Iran’s post-June 
and post-January campaign to loosen Mossad’s al-
leged grip—through mass arrests, technological 
countermeasures, and strategic partnerships—
which signaled Iran’s determination to contest 
every layer of the intelligence battlefield, from the 
streets of its cities to the orbits above its skies.
The United Nations, often dismissed as powerless, 
remained, in principle, the only forum capable of 
conferring collective legitimacy on any lasting set-
tlement. Its strength lay not in its bureaucracy, but 
in the willingness of member states to honor its res-
olutions and arbitration. If that willingness contin-
ued to erode, the world risked sliding from a rules-
based order into a raw contest of power.  For now, 
June’s firestorm belonged to history, and January’s 
naval chessboard defined the present. Beneath the 
visible movements of fleets and leaders, the silent 
war of spies, signals, and counter-signals continued 
to shape the future—reminding the world that in 
the modern age, the most decisive battles are often 
fought far from the front lines, in the hidden spaces 
between information, perception, and power.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia

Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan

H ISTORY reminds us that even hostility, when 
exercised between states, has traditionally 
been restrained by certain moral and stra-

tegic conventions. A worthy adversary confronts 
openly, declares intent, and accepts consequences. 
There is an austere dignity in such conflict, however 
regrettable it may be. In stark contrast stands the 
conduct of a cowardly enemy—one that avoids direct 
engagement, shuns accountability, and wages war 
through deception, proxies, and terror. It is this de-
graded and dangerous form of hostility that Pakistan 
is compelled to confront today.
Following its unmistakable setback in May 2025, In-
dia appears to have abandoned any remaining com-
mitment to responsible statecraft. Unable to absorb 
defeat or recalibrate its approach, it has instead 
reverted to indirect warfare, employing subversive 
tactics designed to destabilise Pakistan from within. 
Sponsorship of separatist violence in Balochistan 
and the facilitation of terrorist infiltration across Pa-
kistan’s western borders are not isolated incidents, 
but elements of a coherent strategy rooted in frustra-
tion and desperation. Such conduct does not reflect 
strength; it betrays strategic exhaustion.
Pakistan’s assertions in this regard are grounded in evi-
dence, not rhetoric. Detailed intelligence, material links, 
and operational trails pointing to Indian involvement 
and facilitation have repeatedly been placed before the 
international community. The use of Afghan territory by 
terrorist elements targeting Pakistan is equally well-doc-
umented. These militants neither operate independent-
ly nor represent spontaneous local resistance. They 
function within a broader architecture of proxy warfare, 
nurtured, guided, and sustained by external handlers 
pursuing objectives alien to regional peace.
While India occupies a central position in this hostile 
design, it has not acted in isolation. Certain external 

actors that aligned themselves with India during the 
events of May 2025, and whose technological capabil-
ities were displayed before a global audience, cannot 
dissociate themselves from responsibility. Yet that 
same episode also reaffirmed a deeper and more 
enduring reality. Under the resolute command of 
Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, the Pakistan Army 
demonstrated not only operational superiority but 
also strategic maturity. Hostile designs were decisive-
ly crushed, deterrence was restored, and the nation’s 
defensive credibility was reinforced. The challenge 
confronting Pakistan today is not conventional war, 
but a form of cowardly terrorism that deliberately 
avoids military confrontation and instead seeks to ter-
rorise civilians. Labourers, passengers, and unarmed 
citizens have become preferred targets, revealing the 
moral emptiness of those who claim political purpose 
yet resort to indiscriminate violence. Such tactics are 
not born of ideology, but of fear and failure. They are 
designed to sow panic, provoke reaction, and create 
an illusion of relevance where none exists.
Against this threat, Pakistan’s response has been 
firm, coordinated, and measured. The armed forc-
es, law enforcement agencies, and intelligence 
services remain vigilant and proactive, while the 
people themselves have demonstrated remarkable 
resilience. The sacrifices rendered by soldiers and 
civilians alike stand as solemn testimony to a na-
tion’s refusal to be coerced. There is a collective 
understanding that compromise on national securi-
ty is neither prudent nor permissible.
At the centre of this proxy architecture lies the so-
called Balochistan Liberation Army. Claiming to act in 
the name of Baloch rights, it has in reality become an 
instrument of external manipulation. Misguided by dis-
tant handlers and driven by agendas detached from the 
genuine aspirations of the Baloch people, this group 

has steadily degenerated into criminality. In the vast 
and sparsely populated terrain of Balochistan, its mili-
tants increasingly resemble bandits rather than insur-
gents, relying on ambushes, extortion, and attacks on 
soft targets to mask their strategic irrelevance.
Recent security operations have exposed the hol-
lowness of the group’s planning and execution. Poor 
coordination, lack of popular support, and growing 
operational pressure have resulted in rapid attrition. 
Their ranks are thinning, their networks unraveling, 
and their leadership increasingly isolated. These 
outcomes reflect not only the incompetence of the 
terrorists but also the professional excellence of Pa-
kistan’s law enforcement agencies, who have once 
again demonstrated discipline, precision, and resolve 
in upholding the writ of the state.
The message for the handlers of such proxies is un-
ambiguous. Continued investment in these entities is 
futile. Their consistent failure delivers no strategic 
gain, only exposure, embarrassment, and eventual 
collapse. Proxy warfare may generate temporary dis-
ruption, but it cannot alter realities shaped by geog-
raphy, history, and national will. Balochistan’s future 
lies not in externally fuelled violence, but in stability, 
development, and meaningful integration within a se-
cure and sovereign Pakistan.
In the final analysis, cowardly hostility has never 
shaped the destiny of nations. History records 
that those who abandon open engagement in 
favour of shadow wars ultimately exhaust them-
selves. Pakistan has faced such challenges before 
and has emerged stronger each time. Those who 
strike from behind may inflict wounds, but they 
cannot determine outcomes. That authority rests 
with a vigilant state, a professional military, and 
a resilient people, united in their resolve to de-
fend their homeland and secure their future.

Iranian authorities claimed 
that, working with Russian 

and Chinese technical 
expertise, they eventually 
traced the signal pathways 

behind these systems. 
Uplinks and downlinks were 

identified. Devices were 
seized. The digital bridge 
between alleged external 
coordinators and internal 
operatives was disrupted. 

As a result, Tehran argued, 
the momentum of street-
level unrest declined, and 
the information battlefield 
tilted back in favor of the 
state. Overlaying these 

tactical maneuvers was a 
deeper ideological framing 

articulated by Iran’s 
leadership. In speeches 

delivered by the country’s 
supreme authority portrayed 
confrontation not merely...

Pakistan’s assertions in 
this regard are grounded 
in evidence, not rhetoric. 

Detailed intelligence, 
material links, and 

operational trails pointing 
to Indian involvement and 
facilitation have repeatedly 

been placed before the 
international community. 

The use of Afghan territory 
by terrorist elements 
targeting Pakistan is 

equally well-documented
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman of 
the Senate Syed Yousuf 
Raza Gilani arrived in 
Phnom Penh on Monday 
on an official visit to the 
Kingdom of Cambodia.
Upon arrival, he was re-
ceived at the airport by 
senior Cambodian parlia-
mentary and government 
dignitaries, including Dr 
Thun Vathana, Second 
Vice President of the 
Senate; Ngy Chanphal, 

Chairman of the 1st 
Commission of the Sen-
ate and Chairman of the 
Cambodia–Pakistan Sen-
ate Friendship Group; Dr 
Chhiv Yiseang, Chairman 
of the 5th Commission 
of the Senate; Nguon 
Sokeng, Director Gener-
al of Protocol and Inter-
national Relations; and 
Zaheeruddin Babar Tha-
heem, Ambassador of Pa-
kistan to Cambodia.

As a gesture of courtesy, 
Ambassador Zaheerud-
din Babar Thaheem and 
Nguon Sokeng boarded 
the aircraft to personally 
welcome the Chairman of 
the Senate and his delega-
tion, according to a news 
release received here. 
The Chairman of the 
Senate is accompanied 
by a parliamentary and 
advisory delegation com-
prising Senator Zarqa Su-

harwardy, Senator Abid 
Sher Ali, Senator Zamir 
Hussain Ghumro and 
Misbah Khar, Adviser to 
the Chairman of the Sen-
ate.The warm reception 
accorded to the Chair-
man Senate reflects the 
cordial relations between 
Pakistan and Cambodia 
and the importance at-
tached to parliamentary 
engagement between the 
two countries.—APP

Gilani arrives in 
Cambodia on official visit

The warm reception accorded to the Chairman Senate reflects the 
cordial relations between Pakistan and Cambodia and the importance 

attached to parliamentary engagement between the two countries

Briefs
IGP chairs 
operations 

division 
meeting

ISLAMABAD: Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) 
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir 
Rizvi  chaired a general 
meeting of the Operations 
Division, with the partici-
pation of DIG Islamabad, 
senior police officers and 
all station house officers 
(SHOs from across the 
district). A police spokes-
person told APP on Mon-
day that the IGP Rizvi con-
ducted a detailed review 
of the crime situation in 
the federal capital and 
assigned fresh tasks to 
officers to further acceler-
ate action against criminal 
elements. The spokesper-
son said that the IGP Rizvi 
directed strict monitoring 
at all entry and exit points 
of the city, ordering thor-
ough checking of suspi-
cious persons, motorcy-
cles and vehicles, while 
emphasizing that officers 
deployed on checking du-
ties must deal with citi-
zens in a polite and profes-
sional manner. He further 
directed that daily search 
operations be carried out 
to curb crime and ensure 
the arrest of criminals in-
volved in serious offences, 
illegal weapons and drug 
peddling. The IGP Riz-
vi also ordered that the 
crackdown against illegal-
ly residing Afghan nation-
als be further intensified, 
and stressed the need 
to make night patrolling 
more effective and pur-
poseful across the city. He 
instructed all patrolling 
units and officers to main-
tain visible presence in 
the field and ensure that 
police stations provide a 
people-friendly environ-
ment, with prompt redres-
sal of complaints from cit-
izens.
Reiterating the force’s 
commitment, Rizvi said 
that the protection of cit-
izens’ lives and property 
remains the top priority of 
Islamabad Police, and all 
available resources would 
continue to be utilized to 
maintain peace and order 
in the federal capital.—
APP

F-6 Khidmat 
Markaz 

temporarily 
closed 

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Traffic Police (ITP) on 
Monday issued an impor-
tant advisory for citizens, 
informing that the F-6 
Khidmat Markaz has been 
temporarily closed. An 
ITP official said that citi-
zens seeking licensing-re-
lated services can visit the 
Traffic Headquarters Faiz-
abad or the Asaan Sahulat 
Khidmat Markaz, G-9, to 
avail themselves of the re-
quired facilities without in-
convenience. The official 
added that the public will 
be informed in due course 
about the reopening of the 
F-6 Khidmat Markaz. Cit-
izens have been advised 
to plan their visits accord-
ingly and use alternative 
service centers for timely 
facilitation.—APP

Tributes paid 
to Intizar 
Hussain 

ISLAMABAD: Renowned 
Urdu writer Intizar Hus-
sain was remembered on 
his 10th death anniver-
sary, where literary fig-
ures and admirers paid 
rich tribute to his life 
and enduring contribu-
tions to Urdu literature, 
highlighting his unique 
narrative style and last-
ing influence. Born in 
Bulandshahr, British In-
dia, in 1925, Intizar Hus-
sain rose to prominence 
through his novels, short 
stories, poetry and non-
fiction, earning wide rec-
ognition for his distinc-
tive literary voice, media 
channels reported.
He was honoured with 
several national and in-
ternational awards, in-
cluding the Sitara-i-Imti-
az from the government 
of Pakistan and France’s 
Officer of the Order of 
Arts and Letters. His 
notable works include 
Basti, Khali Pinjra, Hin-
dustan Se Aakhri Khat, 
Agay Samander Hai, 
Shehr-e-Afsos, Janam Ka-
hanian, and Wo Jo Kho 
Gaye. Intizar Hussain 
passed away in Lahore on 
this day in 2016, leaving 
behind a lasting legacy in 
Urdu literature.—APP

Spousal dispute case

SC allows 
father to meet 

daughter 
	
ISLAMABAD :The Supreme 
Court, while hearing a case 
relating to a dispute between 
a husband and wife, on Mon-
day directed that the father be 
allowed to meet his daughter, 
giving priority to the welfare of 
the child. During the hearing, 
the child’s father informed the 
court that his daughter was 
present in the courtroom and 
that he wished to meet her. 
Responding to the father’s re-
quest, Justice Jamal Khan Man-
dokhail remarked that such 
cruelty should not be inflicted. 
Justice Mandokhail observed 
that children suffer the most 
in disputes between spouses 
and that this issue frequently 
arises in such cases. The court 
directed that the father be al-
lowed to meet his daughter in-
side the courtroom. Following 
the court’s remarks, the meet-
ing between the father and the 
daughter was arranged in the 
courtroom.
Subsequently, the Supreme 
Court adjourned further hear-
ing of the case.—APP

PEC launches 
structural health 

assessment 
system 

ISLAMABAD :The Pakistan 
Engineering Council (PEC), 
in collaboration with KnK Ja-
pan–Pakistan, the National 
Disaster Risk Management 
Fund (NDRMF), and GIZ 
Pakistan, has launched a pi-
oneering Structural Health 
Assessment (SHA) system 
at the Capacity Develop-
ment for Climate-Resilient 
Infrastructure (CD-CRI) 
event in Islamabad. 
The digital platform will 
support engineers in as-
sessing and strengthening 
public infrastructure such 
as schools, hospitals, and 
other essential infrastruc-
ture, particularly those vul-
nerable to climate change 
impacts and disaster risks.
The SHA system enables da-
ta-driven decision-making to 
reduce structural vulnerabil-
ities and enhance resilience 
against climate-induced haz-
ards and disasters.  By trans-
forming risk-prone structures 
into resilient assets, the initi-
ative represents a significant 
step toward safer infrastruc-
ture and sustainable devel-
opment across Pakistan. 
A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was signed 
between PEC, NDRMF, and 
KnK Japan–Pakistan to en-
sure nationwide adoption 
and long-term sustainability 
of the system.  Speaking on 
the occasion, Chairman PEC, 
Engr. Waseem Nazir said, 
“Resilience is not merely a 
project outcome; it is a na-
tional commitment. Through 
this initiative, PEC is equip-
ping engineers with modern 
tools to safeguard lives, infra-
structure, and communities 
against escalating climate and 
disaster risks.”—APP

Spanish envoy leaves 
Pakistan prematurely 

after controversial tenure
A senior representative of one of Pakistan’s leading daily newspapers approached him with a name 
card, a customary gesture of introduction. The ambassador glanced at the card and returned it to 

the journalist without acknowledgment. The act was seen as humiliating, and those nearby who had 
intended to introduce themselves quietly withdrew. That moment set the tone for his reputation in 

Islamabad, where many found him distant and unwelcoming

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Spanish ambassador 
to Pakistan José Antonio de Ory Peral 
has departed nearly a year before com-
pleting his expected three-year term, 
leaving after just under two years in of-
fice. His early exit has raised eyebrows 
within diplomatic circles, though many 
in Islamabad’s media and political com-
munity have expressed relief at his de-
parture. Traditionally, Spanish ambassa-

dors in Pakistan have been regarded as 
approachable, warm, and popular figures, 
but this envoy proved to be an exception. 
From the beginning of his tenure, he was 
perceived as unusually cynical and aloof. 
One incident at a reception early in his 
posting left a lasting impression. A senior 
representative of one of Pakistan’s lead-
ing daily newspapers approached him 
with a name card, a customary gesture 
of introduction. The ambassador glanced 
at the card and returned it to the jour-
nalist without acknowledgment. The act 

was seen as humiliating, and those near-
by who had intended to introduce them-
selves quietly withdrew. That moment set 
the tone for his reputation in Islamabad, 
where many found him distant and unwel-
coming. Diplomatic insiders suggest that 
his demeanor often offended those who 
attempted to engage with him, with even 
a simple handshake sometimes interpret-
ed as unwelcome. This stood in stark con-
trast to the easygoing nature of his pre-
decessors, who were known for building 
strong ties with Pakistani society and the 

press. Rumors circulated early on that he 
would not remain in Pakistan for long, 
and his premature departure appears to 
confirm those predictions.
 Interestingly, news of his exit has been 
met with sighs of relief among journal-
ists and officials who had struggled to 
connect with him. While the reasons 
for his early departure remain unclear, 
his tenure will likely be remembered as 
one of the most unusual and strained 
in the history of Spanish diplomacy in 
Pakistan.

Pakistan will leave no stone 
unturned for Kashmiris

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs, 
Gilgit-Baltistan and SAFRON, Engineer Amir Muqam on 
Monday invited all stakeholders and citizens to show soli-
darity with the Kashmiri people, reaffirming that Pakistan 
will continue to raise the Kashmir issue at every forum 
until the Kashmiris are granted their rightful rights.
Ahead of February 5, the Minister, in a special video mes-
sage on PTV, underscored that the abrogation of Article 
370, which forcibly revoked Jammu and Kashmir’s special 
status has deepened the suffering of the Kashmiri people 
and made it imperative for the nation to stand united in 
defending their rights. Amir Muqam urged everyone to ac-
tively participate in initiatives and demonstrations express-
ing solidarity with Kashmiris.            He called on the nation 
to stand together, reinforcing that Pakistan will continue to 

raise the Kashmir issue at every international forum and 
pursue all possible avenues until the Kashmiri people are 
granted their legitimate rights. Reaffirming Pakistan’s un-
wavering commitment to the Kashmiri cause, the minister 
stated that the country will go to every extent to support 
Kashmiris and will not relent until justice and self-deter-
mination are achieved. He emphasized that national uni-
ty and citizen engagement remain crucial in highlighting 
the plight of Kashmiris and keeping their struggle at the 
forefront globally.  He also highlighted Pakistan’s recent 
historic success in the ‘Marka-i-Haq conflict against In-
dia and called for the same spirit of determination and 
advocacy to be shown for the Kashmiri people, urging 
the nation to stand united in their struggle for justice 
and rightful rights.—  

ICT admin launches Ist 
polio drive of 2026

ISLAMABAD :The Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration on Monday started its first anti-polio campaign of 
2026, with a four-day drive running from February 2 to February 5.  Health teams aim to vaccinate 466,000 children 
across the federal capital, as authorities call on citizens to support the effort and ensure access to every child. The cam-
paign was formally inaugurated a day earlier by the Deputy Commissioner (DC) Islamabad at the 27 Number Bus Station.  
During the launch event, the DC administered polio drops to children traveling with their families. The inauguration 
highlighted the focus on reaching children in transit and at busy public locations. Additional Deputy Commissioner East, 
along with other senior officers, also took part in the launch ceremony. They administered polio drops to children present 
at the bus station and interacted with parents to stress the importance of vaccination. Officials said such public launches 
help raise awareness and encourage community participation. Under this anti-polio campaign, a target of 466,000 chil-
dren has been set for Islamabad. Polio workers have been assigned to visit households across urban and rural areas to 
ensure that no child is missed. According to the district administration, teams have been instructed to cover all sectors, 
settlements, and underserved areas during the four-day period. To strengthen outreach, assistant commissioners across 
Islamabad participated in polio morning assemblies alongside polio workers. These assemblies were organized to review 
plans, address field challenges, and motivate frontline staff before the start of daily activities. Officials said coordination at 
the local level is key to meeting vaccination targets. In addition to door-to-door visits, special polio camps have been set up 
at hospitals, schools, and public places. These camps are aimed at vaccinating children who may not be available at home 
during routine visits. Transport hubs, health facilities, and educational institutions are among the key locations where 
these camps are operating. The Deputy Commissioner Islamabad said that polio workers will make every effort to reach 
each household during the campaign. He emphasized that the success of the drive depends on full access to children and 
timely cooperation from families. He added that district teams are working to ensure smooth operations and proper 
monitoring throughout the campaign. DC Islamabad Irfan Memon appealed to citizens to cooperate with polio work-
ers and allow them to administer drops to their children. He said public support is essential to protect children and 
to achieve long-term goals against polio. Officials stated that with the cooperation of citizens, Islamabad can play 
its role in eliminating polio. They urged parents to ensure that children under five receive polio drops during the 
campaign, whether at home or at designated camps, to help secure a polio-free future.—APP

50 garbage 
containers handed 

over to GMC
Sealed garbage containers would 
be placed in public and residen-

tial areas. Door-to-door waste col-
lection will be arranged by solid 
waste management personnel, 

he explained 
ISLAMABAD: In order to keep Gwadar city neat and 
clean, the Gwadar Development Authority (GDA) 
has handed over 50 large-sized garbage containers 
to the Gwadar Municipal Committee (GMC). These 
garbage containers will be placed in the area of the 
newly renovated Gwadar’s oldest business center 
“Mullah Fazal Chowk”.   The containers were hand-
ed over by GDA Superintendent Engineer Nadir 
Baloch and Gwadar Municipal Committee Chairman 
Majid Johar, according to a Gwadar Pro’s report 
on Monday. A GDA official told Gwadar Pro that 
provision of these 50 large-sized garbage contain-
ers aims to prevent the vicinity of “Mullah Fazal 
Chowk” from getting littered. They will help en-
hance the beauty of city, he added.   
Later, Gwadar Smart Environment Sanitation Sys-
tem and Landfill Project will also yield a positive 
impact. It will help lift, recycle and dump all kinds 
of residential and commercial waste through state-
of-the-art SOPs and modern machinery. A GMC of-
ficial told Gwadar Pro that solely Gwadar city gen-
erates more than 20 tons of waste per day in 2025 
compared to 5 tons per day in 2010 in the back-
drop of steady uptick in commercial activities and 
a increasing number of housing units.   “Currently, 
the majority of solid waste is dumped in the open 
at undeclared landfills or open grounds in Gwadar.  
Although most of the components of solid waste 
are inert yet useful for reuse and recycling, others 
may prove highly hazardous and fatal to the general 
public,” he added. The project aims to establish a 
smart sanitation and solid waste management system 
to ensure sustainable development in Gwadar City.  
The project includes mechanical cleaning and man-
ual cleaning services for which sprinkler trucks and 
sweeper trucks would deployed.  It also includes a 
container collection system, a manual collection sys-
tem, and transportation system.  Sealed garbage con-
tainers would be placed in public and residential areas. 
Door-to-door waste collection will be arranged by solid 
waste management personnel, he explained.—APP

Islamabad: President, World Bank Group (WBG) Ajay Banga  called on Prime  
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.
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Karachi: DIB Pakistan marked a key 
highlight of the 18th International Inter 
School Annual Rowing Regatta with the In-
door Rowing Competition, culminating in a 
medal distribution ceremony.
The indoor racing event brought together 
young rowers competing across various age 
groups in a test of endurance, strength, 
and technique, offering an inclusive and 
high-energy platform that complements 
the on-water races. Winners were awarded 
medals by Muhammad Ali Gulfaraz, CEO 
DIB, acknowledging both competitive ex-
cellence and the commitment demonstrat-
ed by participants throughout the event.
Speaking at the ceremony, Muhammad 
Ali Gulfaraz emphasized the importance 
of providing structured, positive platforms 
that encourage youth participation in sport 

and reinforce healthy habits from an early 
age. “Events like the indoor rowing com-
petition reflect the power of sport to bring 
young people together in an environment 
that rewards effort, discipline, and perse-
verance,” said Muhammad Ali Gulfaraz.
The indoor racing segment has become 
an integral part of the Regatta, enabling 
broader participation while showcas-
ing rowing as an accessible and perfor-
mance-driven sport. It also reinforces 
the Karachi Boat Club’s longstanding 
commitment to developing rowing talent 
through world-class facilities, coaching, 
and safety standards. The Regatta brings 
together more than 600 student athletes 
from over 25 schools, universities, and 
clubs from Pakistan and abroad, fostering 
cross-cultural exchange and international 
sporting camaraderie while it continues 
to strengthen Pakistan’s presence on the 
regional and global rowing calendar.

ECP restores membership of lawmakers

Briefs
PM urges KP 
govt to fulfill 
its responsi-

bilities
From Page 01

federal framework for de-
velopment projects in KP, 
improvement of basic in-
frastructure, education, 
health, and increasing em-
ployment opportunities. 
He said that the federal 
government was commit-
ted to taking all provinces 
along and acting on the 
vision of uniform devel-
opment, saying that the 
goals of national unity, sta-
bility, and prosperity could 
only be achieved through 
mutual consultation and 
collaborative action.

PM ac-
knowledges 
WB’s valua-
ble support 

From Page 01
structural home grown pro-
gram aimed at sustainable 
economic stability. The 
prime minister appreciated 
the support of the World 
Bank Group in resilient in-
frastructure, agribusiness, 
digital development, ener-
gy, human capital, fiscal re-
forms, and increasing pro-
ductive private investment 
for job creation and growth. 
PM Shehbaz and Mr.Banga 
reiterated the need to fast-
track implementation and 
ensure strong oversight 
to deliver impact at speed 
and scale on CPF-aligned 
priorities.  These measures 
would duly assist the prime 
minister’s initiative to ad-
dress and resolve Imple-
mentation Bottlenecks in 
development projects. The 
prime minister expressed 
the government’s commit-
ment to structural reforms 
that would unlock job-rich 
growth and further strength-
en investors’ confidence. 
Ajay Banga expressed his 
gratitude to the prime 
minister for his reception 
and hospitality in Pakistan. 
Ajay Banga commended 
Government of Pakistan’s 
ongoing reform efforts and 
reaffirmed his commit-
ment to deepening cooper-
ation through a One World 
Bank Group approach.

Iranian 
President 

orders start 
of talks...
From Page 01

method and framework for 
negotiations that would be 
ready in the coming days, 
with messages between the 
two sides relayed through 
regional players. “Several 
points have been addressed 
and we are examining and 
finalising the details of each 
stage in the diplomatic pro-
cess, which we hope to con-
clude in the coming days,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Esmaeil Baqaei said, without 
giving details on the content 
of any negotiations. Trump 
had warned “time is running 
out” for Iran to reach a deal 
on its nuclear programme, 
which the West believes is 
aimed at making an atomic 
bomb. But Baqaei said Teh-
ran “never accepts ultima-
tums” and that he could not 
confirm any such message 
was received. Regional play-
ers have pushed for diplo-
macy to defuse tensions. 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi was in Tur-
kiye last week and held fur-
ther calls with his Egyptian, 
Saudi and Turkish counter-
parts, he said on Telegram.

TTAP 
condemns 

attacks
From Page 01

It noted that “a terrorist at-
tack in the province on such 
a large scale was a failure on 
the part of the provincial gov-
ernment and LEAs”. The op-
position alliance stated that 
the series of attacks showed 
the “extent to which the rule 
of law has become limited 
in the province and the lack 
of concern for the lives and 
property of citizens.” “For 
how long will we turn a blind 
eye to the fact that the pro-
vincial government — which 
does not have the public’s 
support — is only interested 
in prolonging its time in pow-
er,” TTAP said. The opposi-
tion alliance maintained that 
“only governments whose 
own moral standing was not 
under question were capa-
ble of combating terrorism”.

Australia backs Pakistan’s
future through girls’ cricket

Australia’s HC to Pakistan, Timothy Kane, congratulated the players for their courage and 
determination to challenge barriers to women and girls’ participation through sport

DNA
 
ISLAMABAD: The Australi-
an High Commission (AHC), 
in partnership with Kinnaird 
College for Women and 
the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB), hosted the 7th AHC–
Kinnaird Girls’ Cricket Cup, 
supporting access, promot-
ing teamwork, and creating 
opportunity for Pakistani 
girls through sport.
The tournament brought 
together students from 
diverse socio-economic 
backgrounds, using cricket 
as a platform to build con-
fidence, foster leadership, 
and promote inclusion. It 
also underscored the depth 
and value of people-to-peo-
ple engagement between 
Australia and Pakistan.
Australia’s High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan, Timothy 
Kane, congratulated the 
players for their courage 
and determination to chal-
lenge barriers to women 
and girls’ participation 
through sport.
“Sport is a powerful medi-
um through which women 
and girls challenge societal 

perceptions and champion 
the economic and social val-
ue of equality. Supporting 
girls’ cricket in Pakistan re-
flects our shared love of the 
game and commitment to 
creating opportunities to ad-
vance equality and inclusion 
for the current generation 
and generations to come.”

“While our men’s nation-
al teams are competing 
here in Lahore ahead of 
the 2026 T20 World Cup, 
today is about investing in 
Pakistan’s future women 
champions — giving girls 
the chance to dream big 
and create pathways to rep-
resenting their communi-

ties and their country,” the 
High Commissioner added.
To prepare for the tour-
nament, participants took 
part in a three-day coach-
ing clinic supported by 
the PCB and led by mem-
bers of Pakistan’s national 
women’s and U-19 teams 
who provided mentorship 

and inspiration.
Since 2016, Australia’s 
support for girls’ cricket in 
Pakistan, aided by the PCB 
and other partners, has 
expanded from Islamabad 
to Lahore and Karachi and 
helped identify and nur-
ture emerging talent. For 
example, several former 

participants of the AHC–
Kinnaird Cup have gone 
on to represent Pakistan at 
the U-19 national level.
Head of Pakistan Women’s 
Cricket, Rafia Haider, high-
lighted the tournament’s 
impact: “Platforms like this 
are essential for discov-
ering talent and building 
confidence. With continued 
support, these girls can be-
come the future of Pakistan 
women’s cricket.”
Principal of Kinnaird Col-
lege for Women, Dr Iram 
Anjum, underscored the 
wider social impact: “When 
girls play sport, they gain 
confidence, leadership, and 
a strong sense of belonging. 
We are proud to partner 
with Australia in creating 
opportunities where young 
women can excel.”
The tournament featured 
teams from: Government 
Shuhda-e APS Memorial 
Girls High School, Gov-
ernment Central Model 
School, Government Teh-
zeeb-ul-Binat Model Girls 
School, Government Yas-
meen Islamia Girls High 
School, Mughalpura, and 
Kinnaird Cricket Academy.

Trump says US talking deal 
with ‘highest people’ in Cuba
“So we’re talking to the people from Cuba, the highest people in Cuba, 

to see what happens. I think we’re going to make a deal with Cuba,”  
he added, giving no indication what such a deal would look like

Washington: US President Donald Trump said Sunday 
that Washington was negotiating with Havana’s leadership 
to strike a deal, days after he threatened Cuba’s reeling 
economy with a virtual oil blockade. Trump’s second ad-
ministration has ratcheted up pressure on the commu-
nist-run island nation since the January 3 US ouster of 
Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro, whose country was a 
close ally of Havana and a crucial source for oil exports to 
Cuba. “Cuba is a failing nation. It has been for a long time, 
but now it doesn’t have Venezuela to prop it up,” Trump 
told reporters at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida.
“So we’re talking to the people from Cuba, the high-
est people in Cuba, to see what happens. I think 
we’re going to make a deal with Cuba,” he added, 
giving no indication what such a deal would look like.
Cuba’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not confirm the 
US president’s remarks in a statement released on its 
website on Sunday, but took the opportunity to once 
again reject that the island is a “threat to the security 
of the United States.” It specifically asserted that Cuba 
does not “host any foreign military or intelligence bas-
es”, but added that it is willing to “maintain a respectful 
and reciprocal dialogue,” with the United States.
On Thursday, Trump signed an executive order threat-
ening to impose additional tariffs on countries that sell 
oil to Cuba. The following day, Cubans were queueing in 
long lines at gas stations in Havana. US chief of mission in 

Cuba Mike Hammer said that while visiting the Trinidad 
province in central Cuba over the weekend that he encoun-
tered residents who “shouted some insults” at him. 
“I think they belong to a certain party, but I know they 
do not represent the Cuban people, the ordinary Cu-
bans,” Hammer said in a video posted to X, in reference 
to the Cuban Communist Party. 
Meanwhile, the US State Department’s Bureau of West-
ern Hemisphere Affairs said in a statement on X: “The 
illegitimate Cuban regime must immediately stop its 
repressive acts of sending individuals to interfere with 
the diplomatic work of CDA Hammer and members of 
the @USembcuba team.”  “Our diplomats will contin-
ue to meet with the Cuban people despite the regime’s 
failed intimidation,” the agency added.
Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio, the Mi-
ami-born son of Cuban exiles, have made no secret of their 
desire to bring regime change in Havana.
After Maduro’s fall, the US president warned Havana to 
“make a deal soon” or face unspecified consequences.
“NO MORE OIL OR MONEY FOR CUBA: ZERO!” Trump 
had stated earlier, claiming Cuba was “ready to fall.”
Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum said Sunday her 
administration was planning to send humanitarian aid to 
Cuba, including “food and other products,” while working 
on a diplomatic solution to continue sending oil to the is-
land despite Trump’s threatened tariffs. – Agencies

Israel warns 
to attack 

Hezbollah 
targets

From Page 01
deploying under a US-
backed ceasefire deal that 
foresees the Kurdish-run 
regions being merged 
with Damascus. The deal, 
declared on Friday, has 
staved off further conflict 
between President Ahmed 
al-Sharaa’s government 
and the Kurdish-led Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), 
which lost swathes of east-
ern and northern Syria to 
government troops in Jan-
uary. The convoy of more 
than 20 interior ministry ve-
hicles began moving toward 
Hasakah city from its out-
skirts in the early afternoon.

22 more 
terrorists 

of Fitna al...
From Page 01

the minister said the time-
ly and effective action of 
the security apparatus 
had successfully foiled a 
significant terrorist plot 
aimed at destabilising the 
province. He praised the 
professionalism and coor-
dination displayed by the 
security forces throughout 
the operation. “I pay trib-
ute to our security forces 
for their successful action 
against these terrorists and 
their facilitators,” Naqvi 
said, adding that the nation 
takes pride in the courage 
and sacrifice of its armed 
personnel. Reaffirming the 
government’s resolve, the 
interior minister vowed that 
all elements associated with 
“Fitna-e-Hindustan” would 
be completely eliminated. 
“We will go to the last ex-
tent to ensure lasting peace 
in Balochistan,” he said. 
Officials say security oper-
ations will continue across 
the province to dismantle 
remaining militant net-
works and prevent further 
attempts at creating unrest.

No talks 
with 

terrorists, 
says govt
From Page 01

the outlawed Balochistan 
Liberation Army (BLA), at 
least 31 civilians and 17 se-
curity personnel embraced 
martyrdom, Balochistan 
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bug-
ti confirmed while speaking 
on Geo News programme 
‘Naya Pakistan’ a day earlier. 
In response to the militant 
attacks, security forces elim-
inated 22 more terrorists, 
bringing the total number 
of gunned down militants 
in Balochistan in the past 
three days to 177, security 
sources said on Monday. 
Addressing the National As-
sembly session on Monday, 
Defence Minister Khawaja 
Asif said the narrative of 
deprivation in the province 
is baseless, maintaining that 
no negotiations would be 
held with terrorists and that 
the state would respond to 
their actions with full force. 
He stated that the terrorists 
had no writ in any part of 
Balochistan and added that 
the state would not allow 
anyone to resort to violence. 
The defence czar added that 
the terrorism threat in the 
province was receiving sup-
port from across the border 
in Afghanistan, where the 
leaders of these groups are 
based and receive support. 
He further said that India 
is backing terrorist activi-
ties in Balochistan through 
proxy networks. Highlight-
ing recent counter-terrorism 
operations, Asif said 177 
terrorists were killed, none 
of whom had any political 
or nationalist affiliation. He 
explained that criminal net-
works had developed mili-
tary wings and that illegal 
smuggling from Afghanistan 
and Iran generated billions 
of rupees daily. He accused 
political actors of attempting 
to exploit these criminal net-
works for their own benefit. 
Asif noted that Balochistan 
covers 40% of Pakistan’s 
territory, requiring a sub-
stantial security presence 
to maintain order, adding 
that the federal government 
had allocated Rs100 billion 
for development in the prov-
ince, with Punjab receiving 
170 billion and other prov-
inces similarly funded. He 
urged all political parties 
to set aside differences and 
unite against terrorism. Sep-
arately, Prime Minister’s 
Adviser on Political Affairs 
Rana Sanaullah, addressing 
the Senate session today, 
said that terrorists must be 
called terrorists without any 
“ifs or buts” and asserted 
that there was no sense of 
resentment in Balochistan.

Shamyl to lead Pakistan 
Shaheens against England 

Lion in Abu Dhabi
LAHORE, Feb 02 (AP-
P):Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) on Monday an-
nounced the 16-member 
Pakistan Shaheens squad 
for the upcoming T20 
and 50-over series against 
England Lions in Abu 
Dhabi. The three-match 
T20 series will begin on 
Friday, 20 February, while 
the five-match 50-over se-
ries will be played from 27 
February to 9 March.
All the matches are set to 
take place at the Stadium 
Oval in Abu Dhabi. The Pa-
kistan Shaheens squad will 
take part in a seven-day 
training camp from 11-17 
February in Karachi before 
departing for United Arab 
Emirates. Left-hand batter 
Shamyl Hussain is set to 
lead the Shaheens in both 
the T20 and 50-over series, 
while in the batting de-

partment he will be joined 
by Abdul Samad, Hasan 
Nawaz, player of the tour-
nament in ACC Men’s Asia 
Cup Rising Stars Maaz 
Sadaqat and left-hand bat-
ter Saad Khan.
Pakistan U19 batter 
Sameer Minhas has also 
received the call-up for 
both the series along 
with his brother Arafat 
Minhas as the duo make 
strong strides following 
their appearances in the 
ICC U19 World Cup and 
ACC Men’s Asia Cup Ris-
ing Stars, respectively. 
Rohail Nazir and Saad 
Baig will take up the wick-
et-keeping duties, while 
Arafat, leg-spinner Saad 
Masood and left-arm wrist 
spinner Sufyan Moqim 
form the spin contingent 
for the Shaheens.
Among the fast bowl-

ers Pakistan U19 pacer 
Ali Raza will be joined 
by Ahmed Daniyal, Akif 
Javed, Mohammad Salman 
and Shahid Aziz.
Sarfaraz Ahmed is set to be 
the mentor and team man-
ager of the Pakistan Sha-
heens team for this tour. 
Former Test player Ijaz 
Ahmed Jnr will be the head 
coach and he will be sup-
ported by former Pakistan 
international Mansoor Am-
jad (fielding coach) and for-
mer Test fast bowler Aizaz 
Cheema (bowling coach).
Pakistan Shaheens 
squad: Shamyl Hussain 
(captain), Abdul Samad, 
Arafat Minhas, Ahmed 
Daniyal, Akif Javed, Ali 
Raza, Hasan Nawaz, Maaz 
Sadaqat, Mohammad Sal-
man, Rohail Nazir (wk), 
Saad Baig (wk), Saad Khan, 
Saad Masood, Sameer 

Minhas, Shahid Aziz, and 
Sufyan Moqim.
Player support per-
sonnel: Sarfaraz Ahmed 
(mentor & team man-
ager), Ijaz Ahmed Jnr 
(head coach), Mansoor 
Amjad (fielding coach), 
Aizaz Cheema (bowling 
coach), Mohammad Ta-
hir (physiotherapist) 
and Usman Hashmi 
(performance analyst) 
Series schedule: (All 
matches at Stadium Oval, 
Abu Dhabi)
Pakistan Shaheens v 
England Lions
1st T20 - 20 February
2nd T20 – 22 February 
3rd T20 – 24 February
1st 50-over – 27 Feb
2nd 50-0ver – 1 March
3rd 50-over – 4 March
4th 50-over – 6 March
5th 50-over – 9 March
– APP

RCS Chairperson 
meets Pakistan’s 

permanent 
representative 

ISLAMABAD: The Chairperson of the Pakistan Red Crescent 
Society (PRCS), Farzhana Naek, met with Bilal Ahmed, Per-
manent Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations in 
Geneva, at the Pakistan Mission, to discuss strengthening hu-
manitarian cooperation and advancing shared priorities at the 
global level. The meeting focused on the evolving international 
funding environment, emerging humanitarian challenges, and 
opportunities for closer coordination to support effective relief 
and disaster rehabilitation efforts in Pakistan. Both sides ex-
changed views on leveraging international platforms to enhance 
outreach to potential donors and partners, with the shared ob-
jective of improving the scale and quality of humanitarian as-
sistance for vulnerable communities. Discussion also highlight-
ed the importance of sustained engagement with the United 
Nations system and other global stakeholders to ensure timely, 
coordinated, and needs-based humanitarian responses, said a 
press release issued here on Monday. Chairperson emphasized 
PRCS’s role as a trusted humanitarian organization with strong 
community presence and operational reach across Pakistan. 
Speaking on the occasion, Chairperson PRCS Farzhana Naek 
said that close coordination with Pakistan’s Mission to UN is 
essential for aligning humanitarian priorities and mobilizing in-
ternational support. She noted that working together with dip-
lomatic and humanitarian partners would help expand outreach 
to potential donors and strengthen collective efforts to support 
and serve vulnerable communities through effective humanitar-
ian interventions, guided by shared cause of humanity. – DNA

S. Korea’s online 
shopping sales 

up in December
Online demand for culture and leisure 
services jumped 45.4 percent, while 

transactions of food and beverage, mobile 
devices, computers, and agricultural, 

livestock and fishery products in 
cyberspace mounted in double digits

SEOUL: South Korea’s online shopping sales rose in sin-
gle digits in December last year due to surging demand 
for cars in cyberspace, statistical ministry data showed 
Monday. Shopping in cyberspace gained 6.2 percent 
over the year to 24.29 trillion won (about 16.7 billion 
U.S. dollars) in December of 2025, according to the 
Ministry of Data and Statistics. The growth was attrib-
utable to soaring online purchases of models from the 
U.S. carmaker Tesla. The online sale of cars and car 
accessories spiked 66.4 percent in the cited month.
Online demand for culture and leisure services jumped 
45.4 percent, while transactions of food and beverage, 
mobile devices, computers, and agricultural, livestock and 
fishery products in cyberspace mounted in double digits.
Demand in cyberspace for food delivery, travel and trans-
port services, daily necessities, cosmetics, home applianc-
es, and sports items posted a single-digit expansion. Online 
transactions of e-coupon service advanced 10.1 percent 
amid a recovering trend to provide gifts such as coffee and 
cake through e-coupons. Shopping through smartphones, 
tablets and other mobile gadgets climbed 6.2 percent 
over the year to 18.80 trillion won in December, account-
ing for 77.4 percent of the total online shopping. – APP
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Mr. Qamar Raza appreciated Mazhar Thathal’s vision and initiatives aimed at promoting Pakistan’s 
trade and business interests globally. He acknowledged GTEC’s efforts to create inclusive platforms 

that connect overseas Pakistanis with local enterprises and investment opportunities

DNA

Islamabad: Mazhar Thathal, Chairman of Global Trade 
Expo Centre (GTEC), held a cordial meeting with Syed 
Qamar Raza, Chairman Board of Governors (BOG), Paki-
stan Overseas Foundation, to discuss mechanisms for fa-
cilitating overseas trade and strengthening engagement 
with the Pakistani diaspora. The meeting focused on 
promoting cooperation between overseas Pakistanis 
and domestic businesses, with particular emphasis 
on supporting exporters, SMEs, and manufacturers 
in accessing international markets. Both sides dis-
cussed opportunities for overseas Pakistani business 
development and the role of global trade platforms 
in enhancing Pakistan’s international trade presence. 
Qamar Raza appreciated Mazhar Thathal’s vision and 
initiatives aimed at promoting Pakistan’s trade and 
business interests globally. He acknowledged GTEC’s 
efforts to create inclusive platforms that connect over-
seas Pakistanis with local enterprises and investment 
opportunities. Mazhar Thathal reaffirmed GTEC’s 
commitment to working closely with the Pakistan Over-
seas Foundation to facilitate trade, encourage diaspora 
engagement, and contribute to sustainable economic 
growth through expanded international market access.

GTEC, Pakistan Overseas Foundation 
partner to boost overseas trade

Briefs
World govts 

summit 
launches 

today, to focus 
on future 

challenges
DUBAI: The World Gov-
ernments Summit begins 
its 2026 edition in Madinat 
Jumeirah on Tuesday under 
the theme “Shaping Future 
Governments.”
The annual event held in 
Dubai explores global gov-
ernance, and focuses on 
harnessing innovation and 
technology to solve problems 
facing humanity.
Speaking at a recent event, 
WGS Foundation Chairman 
Mohammad Al-Gergawi said 
the summit will attempt to 
foster partnerships between 
various sectors of society to 
overcome challenges “The 
success of the summit de-
pends on the presence of 
governments, international 
organizations and the sec-
tor that shapes the future, 
the private sector,” he said. 
This year, the areas of dis-
cussion will be global gov-
ernance, societal wellbeing, 
economic prosperity and 
opportunities, urban futures 
and evolving demographics, 
and future realities. Among 
the most notable speakers 
are Kuwait’s Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Ahmed Al-Sabah, 
Egypt’s Prime Minister Mo-
stafa Madbouly and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund’s 
Managing Director Kristalina 
Georgieva.—APP

Algeria opens 
strategic railway 
to giant Sahara 

mine
ALGEIRS: Algerian Presi-
dent Abdelmadjid Tebboune 
on Sunday inaugurated 
a nearly 1,000-kilometer 
(621-mile) desert railway to 
transport iron ore from a gi-
ant mine, a project he called 
one of the biggest in the 
country’s history. The line 
will bring iron ore from the 
Gara Djebilet deposit in the 
south to the city of Bechar 
located 950 kilometers 
north, to be taken to a steel 
production plant near Oran 
further north. The project 
is financed by the Algerian 
state and partly built by a 
Chinese consortium. During 
the inauguration, Tebboune 
described it as “one of the 
largest strategic projects in 
the history of independent 
Algeria.” This project aims 
to increase Algeria’s iron ore 
extraction capacity, as the 
country aspires to become 
one of Africa’s leading steel 
producers. The iron ore de-
posit is also seen as a key 
driver of Algeria’s economic 
diversification as it seeks to 
reduce its reliance on hy-
drocarbons, according to ex-
perts.—APP

India’s new 
budget bets 
on AI, data 

centers to sus-
tain growth

NEW DELHI: India’s latest 
budget has emerged as one 
of its most technology-fo-
cused, with new measures to 
utilize artificial intelligence, 
semiconductor manufactur-
ing, and expand digital infra-
structure aimed at offsetting 
the impact of global tariff 
wars.
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman presented the 
2026-27 budget in parliament 
on Sunday, saying it would 
“accelerate and sustain eco-
nomic growth by enhancing 
productivity and competitive-
ness” at a time when India 
was facing “an external envi-
ronment in which trade and 
multilateralism are imperiled 
and access to resources and 
supply chains are disrupted.”
New Delhi has yet to secure 
a trade deal with its largest 
trading partner, the US, 
which last year hit it with pu-
nitive tariffs of up to 50 per-
cent over India’s purchases of 
Russian oil. To mitigate their 
impact, India has been looking 
for alternative agreements, in-
cluding last week’s agreement 
with the EU, cutting duty on 
99.5 percent of Indian exports 
to the bloc.
The new budget prioritizes 
infrastructure and domestic 
manufacturing, with a total 
expenditure estimated at $583 
billion It offers tariff conces-
sions for products from the 
marine, leather, and textile 
industries — all of which have 
been affected by US tariffs — 
and provides duty exemptions 
on materials and goods used 
to process rare-earth minerals, 
make lithium ion batteries, so-
lar glass, and components for 
electric vehicles.—APP

Germany, 
Singapore 

vow to rules-
based global 

coop
SINGAPOREP: Germany 
and Singapore have reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
strengthening a rules-based 
international partnership 
in the areas of security and 
trade, amid growing uncer-
tainty and shifts in the glob-
al order Speaking on Mon-
day during a meeting with 
his Singaporean counter-
part Vivian Balakrishnan, 
German Foreign Minister 
Johann Wadephul said the 
world is witnessing pro-
found geopolitical changes, 
noting that international co-
operation and multilateral 
institutions are increasingly 
being called into question. 
Wadephul added that both 
Germany and Singapore 
are well aware that their 
freedom, security and pros-
perity depend on a stable 
international order gov-
erned by reliable rules. For 
his part, Balakrishnan said 
he believes there remains 
a critical mass of countries 
committed to a rules-based 
world order, multilateral-
ism, the UN charter, free 
and fair trade, economic in-
tegration, and global supply 
chains.—APP

Syrian govt forces 
deploy toward 

Kurdish-run city 
Hasakah: A convoy of 
Syrian government secu-
rity forces moved toward 
the Kurdish-controlled city 
of Hasakah in the north-
east on Monday, Reuters 
witnesses said, deploying 
under a US-backed ⁠cease-
fire deal that foresees the 
Kurdish-run regions being 
merged with Damascus. 
The deal, declared on Fri-
day, has ⁠staved off further 
conflict between President 
Ahmed al-Sharaa’s govern-
ment and the Kurdish-led 
Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF), which lost swathes 
of eastern and northern 
Syria to government troops 
⁠in January. The convoy of 
more than 20 interior min-
istry vehicles began moving 
toward Hasakah city from 
its outskirts in the early af-
ternoon.—APP

Iraq starts 
investigations 

into Daesh 
detainees 

moved from 
Syria

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s judici-
ary announced on Monday 
it has begun its investiga-
tions into more than 1,300 
Daesh group detainees who 
were transferred from Syria 
as part of a US operation. 
“Investigation proceedings 
have started with 1,387 
members of the Daesh 
terrorist organization who 
were recently transferred 
from the Syrian territory,” 
the judiciary’s media office 
said in a statement, using 
the Arabic acronym for 
Daesh. “Under the super-
vision of the head of Iraq’s 
Supreme Judicial Council, 
several judges specializing 
in counterterrorism started 
the investigation.” Those 
detainees are among 7,000 
Daesh suspects, previous-
ly held by Syrian Kurdish 
fighters, whom the US mil-
itary said it would transfer 
to Iraq after Syrian gov-
ernment forces recaptured 
Kurdish-held territory. 
They include Syrians, Ira-
qis and Europeans, among 
other nationalities, accord-
ing to several Iraqi securi-
ty sources. In 2014, Daesh 
swept across Syria and 
Iraq, committing massa-
cres and forcing women and 
girls into sexual slavery. 
Backed by US-led forces, 
Iraq proclaimed the defeat 
of Daesh in the country in 
2017, and the Kurdish-led 
Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF) ultimately beat back 
the group in Syria two years 
later. The SDF went on to 
jail thousands of suspected 
extremists and detain tens 
of thousands of their rela-
tives in camps. Last month, 
the United States said the 
purpose of its alliance with 
Kurdish forces in Syria had 
largely expired, as Damas-
cus pressed an offensive to 
take back territory long held 
by the SDF. In Iraq, where 
many prisons are packed 
with Daesh suspects, 
courts have handed down 
hundreds of death sentenc-
es and life terms to peo-
ple convicted of terrorism 
offenses, including many 
foreign fighters. Iraq’s ju-
diciary said its investiga-
tion procedures “will comply 
with national laws and inter-
national standards.—APP

Germany arrests 5 for illegal 
exports to Russia, including 

to arms companies
“Since at least the beginning of the Russian war of aggression against Ukraine in February 2022, he 
and the other accused used the company on numerous occasions to clandestinely procure goods for 

Russian industry and export them to Russia,” prosecutors said
Berlin :Germany has arrested five peo-
ple for exporting goods worth at least 30 
million euros ($35 million) to Russia, in-
cluding to over 20 arms companies, in 
violation of EU sanctions, prosecutors 
said Monday. The suspects allegedly used 
a company based in the Baltic Sea port 
city of Luebeck to arrange about 16,000 
shipments to Russia in recent years, the 
Federal Prosecutor’s Office said in a state-
ment. The investigation, including raids at 
additional locations, was conducted by cus-
toms agents in cooperation with Germa-
ny’s foreign intelligence service BND. The 
prosecutors said the procurement network 

“was presumably operated by Russian state 
agencies” and that the recipients included 
“at least 24 listed arms companies in Rus-
sia”. Among those arrested was the trading 
company’s managing director, partially 
identified as German-Russian dual nation-
al Nikita S.  “Since at least the beginning 
of the Russian war of aggression against 
Ukraine in February 2022, he and the oth-
er accused used the company on numerous 
occasions to clandestinely procure goods 
for Russian industry and export them to 
Russia,” prosecutors said. “To conceal the 
transactions, the accused used at least one 
other shell company in Luebeck, sham cus-

tomers in and outside the European Union, 
and a Russian company as a recipient, in 
which Nikita S. also holds a position of re-
sponsibility,” they said in a statement.
“The aim of this operation was to circum-
vent European Union embargo regula-
tions,” prosecutors added, without detail-
ing what goods were allegedly illegally 
exported. The other suspects arrested 
were partially identified, in keeping with 
German privacy rules, as German-Ukrain-
ian Artem I. and German nationals Boris 
M. and Eugen R.  A German-Russian dual 
national, Daniel A., was also detained in 
the raids carried out by the Customs Crim-

inal Investigation Office. The suspects 
were arrested on charges of belonging to 
“a criminal organisation engaged in export 
business in violation of the Foreign Trade 
and Payments Act”.
They will on Tuesday face an investigating 
judge of the Federal Court of Justice who 
will serve the arrest warrants on four of 
the suspects and decide whether to also 
remand in custody Daniel A. 
Officers also searched sites in the cities of 
Frankfurt and Nuremberg and two other 
locations, in an investigation targeting five 
other suspects who were currently at large, 
the statement said.
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At Grammys, ‘ICE out’ 
message loud and clear

LOS ANGELES: Music’s A-listers on Sunday lashed out at the immigration raids rocking the United States at the Gram-
my Awards, with Puerto Rican megastar Bad Bunny setting the tone. Anger was palpable at President Donald Trump’s 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agency, whose heavily armed and masked agents have been deployed in 
multiple US cities. The killing of two US citizens by federal agents last month in Minneapolis raised the temperature for 
many Americans, already anxious over what they think are unfocused operations unjustly sweeping up anyone who speaks 
Spanish or has brown skin. “Before I say thanks to God, I’m gonna say ‘ICE out’,” Bad Bunny said to cheers from the audi-
ence in Los Angeles — only a week before he is due to headline the Super Bowl halftime show. “We’re not savages, we’re 
not animals, we’re not aliens; we are humans and we are Americans,” the singer said after being given the Grammy for 
Best Musica Urbana Album. The reggaeton star was not alone in calling out the actions of ICE, one of the lead agencies 
involved in the crackdown. Among the couture frocks by Valentino, Chanel and Saint Laurent on the red carpet, several of 
those attending added an “ICE out” button to their outfits. They included power couple Justin and Hailey Bieber, veteran 
songstress Joni Mitchell, US singer Jordan Tyson and actress and singer Helen J. Shen. “I’m scared, I’m very worried,” 
Gloria Estefan told AFP backstage after winning the Grammy for best tropical Latin album. “I don’t think anyone would 
say we want a free-for-all at the border, but what is happening is not at all ‘criminals being arrested’. “These are people 
that have families, that have contributed to this country for decades, little children. There are hundreds of children in 
detention centers. It’s inhumane. I don’t recognize my country at this moment.” “I guess I want to say I’m up here as a 
granddaughter of an immigrant,” British singer Olivia Dean — who has an English father and a Jamaican-Guyanese mother 
— said after scooping the prestigious Best New Artist Grammy. “I’m a product of bravery, and I think those people de-
serve to be celebrated.” “Immigrants built this country,” the breakout country star Shaboozey, who was born in Virginia 
to Nigerian parents, told the audience after winning the Grammy for best country duo/group performance with Jelly Roll. 
“So this is for them, for all children of immigrants. This is also for those who came to this country in search of better 
opportunity to be a part of a nation that promised freedom for all and equal opportunity to everyone willing to work for it,” 
said the artist. “Thank you for bringing your culture, your music, your stories and your traditions here. You give America 
color.” US singer Billie Eilish, whose “Wildflower” scored the Grammy for Song of the Year, said she felt grateful for the 
award. But, she added: “As grateful as I feel, I honestly don’t feel like I need to say anything, but that no one is illegal on 
stolen land. “It’s just really hard to know what to say and what to do right now. I feel like we just need to keep fighting and 
speaking up and protesting, and our voices really do matter, and the people matter.” “It’s incredibly dystopian that we’re 
dressed up and able to celebrate accolades... and people are getting snatched up and shot in the face on the street,” said 
R&B singer SZA, who shared Record of the Year honors with Kendrick Lamar.—Agencies 

Germany closer to US 
than China despite 

recent tensions
SINGAPORE: Germany is “not in equidistance” from the 
United States and China, and will always be closer to Washing-
ton despite recent tensions, German foreign minister Johann 
Wadephul said in Singapore on Monday. At a lecture hosted 
by the International Institute for Strategic Studies, Wadephul 
said the United States remains the most important partner for 
Europe and Germany and that Europe remains dependent on 
it for its security, despite issues that are currently “alienating” 
Washington from the region. Trump administration officials 
⁠have been critical of European countries for failing to meet 
NATO spending targets and for being too dependent on the 
United States for their own defense. “Running with open arms 
to President Xi and saying all our problems vanished in this 
very moment and we are only heading ⁠to become your big 
partner, this would be the wrong answer,” he said, referring to 
Chinese President Xi Jinping. Western nations, such as Can-
ada and the United Kingdom have been striking trade deals 
with China, defying US criticism. Trump’s insistence that 
Washington should take control over Greenland has shaken 
transatlantic relations and accelerated European efforts to 
reduce its dependence on the United States, even as Trump 
last week withdrew his threat to impose additional tariffs and 
ruled ⁠out taking Greenland by force. But Wadephul said Eu-
rope’s united response to US claims on Greenland shows that 
it can be successful at defending its interests as long as it de-
fines its red lines clearly. Wadephul also said that the Europe-
an Union’s network of free trade agreements is an “important 
building block for rules-based free trade in times of increased 
protectionism and fragmentation.” The European Union is 
working to “swiftly conclude” more free trade agreements in 
the Asia-Pacific region, including with Malaysia, Thailand, the 
Philippines and Australia, he said.—APP

FPCCI hails 
forces for foiling 
terror attacks in 

Balochistan
 

KARACHI: Chairman Businessmen Panel Progressive (BMPP) 
and Senior Vice President of the Federation of Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) Saquib Fayyaz Magoon, 
has lauded the Pakistan Army and security forces for their suc-
cessful operations against terrorists in Balochistan, saying their 
actions have thwarted hostile designs against the country. In a 
statement, Magoon said that coordinated terrorist attacks in dif-
ferent areas of Balochistan were foiled with “exceptional profes-
sionalism and bravery” by the security forces. “All the terrorists 
were sent to hell”. He described the operations as a matter of 
pride for the entire nation and paid tribute to the sacrifices of 
personnel who continue to lay down their lives in defence of the 
country “The business community stands united with the armed  
orces in their fight against terrorism,” he said, adding that the 
nation takes pride in its brave soldiers who remain committed to 
safeguarding Pakistan’s peace and stability under challenging cir-
cumstances. Saquib Magoon further alleged that following what 
he termed a “humiliating defeat,” India was attempting to desta-
bilise Pakistan by fuelling terrorism in Balochistan. He asserted 
that such efforts would once again fail, as the country’s security 
forces were fully capable of countering all threats. He also empha-
sised that the sacrifices of the martyrs would never be forgotten 
and reaffirmed that the nation stood shoulder to shoulder with 
the armed forces to ensure lasting peace and security in the 
country.—DNA

 Dubai: Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and HRD, Chaudhry Salik Hussain, meeting 
with Rabab Abdullah Al-Osaimi, Director-General of Kuwait’s Public Authority for Manpower, on 

the sidelines of the Abu Dhabi Dialogue 2026.
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Gaza’s Rafah crossing 
makes limited reopening 

Israeli forces seized control of the crossing in May 2024 
during the war with Hamas, and it has remained largely 

closed since. A partial resumption of operations began on 
Sunday in a tightly restricted pilot phase that did not involve 
travel of people, following months of appeals from aid groups
Rafah: Gaza’s key Rafah border crossing reopened to Palestinians on Monday, 
an Israeli security official said, though Egyptian state-linked media said only 50 
people would be allowed to cross in each direction in the early days. The resump-
tion of operations comes after Gaza’s civil defence reported dozens killed in a 
wave of Israeli strikes over the weekend, in what the military said was retaliation 
for Palestinian fighters exiting a tunnel in Rafah city. The Rafah crossing with 
Egypt is Gaza’s only gateway to the outside world that does not lead to Israel and 
is a key access point for both people and goods.
Israeli forces seized control of the crossing in May 2024 during the war with Ha-
mas, and it has remained largely closed since. A partial resumption of operations 
began on Sunday in a tightly restricted pilot phase that did not involve travel 
of people, following months of appeals from aid groups. “As of this time, and 
following the arrival of the EUBAM teams on behalf of the European Union, the 
Rafah crossing has now opened to the movement of residents, for both entry and 
exit,” the Israeli official said, referring to a European border assistance mission. 
Egyptian state-linked media reported that 50 people were expected to cross in 
each direction in the first days of the reopening.
AlQahera News, which is linked to Egypt’s state intelligence service, reported citing 
an unnamed source that “fifty people will depart Egypt for Gaza and fifty people will 
come from Gaza, in the first days of the operation”. A source at the border told AFP 
a few dozen people arrived on the Egyptian side on Monday awaiting entry into Gaza. 
Israeli state broadcaster Kan reported that the crossing would be open for about six 
hours daily. “The Rafah crossing is a lifeline,” said Mohammed Nassir, a Palestinian 
who had his leg amputated after being injured early in the war. “I need to undergo 
surgery that is unavailable in Gaza but can be performed abroad.” – DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue 
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb on Monday reaffirmed the 
government’s commitment to sustaining macroeconomic 
stability, strengthening foreign exchange buffers, and en-
hancing investor confidence. He reiterated this during a 
meeting with a delegation of Wafi Energy Pakistan Ltd, 
which signaled a potential investment of up to USD 100 
million in Pakistan over the next two to three years, a news 
release said. The delegation, led by Javaid Akhtar Chief Fi-
nance Officer Asyad Group (Board Member), included Zu-
bair Shaikh, Chief Executive Officer and Zarrar Mahmud 
Chief Finance Officer of Wafi Energy Pakistan Ltd. 
The interaction provided an opportunity to review the com-
pany’s current operations, future investment outlook, and 
matters relevant to the oil marketing and energy sector.
During the meeting, the Finance Minister emphasized that 
sustained macroeconomic stability remained the cor-
nerstone of the government’s economic strategy and 
was essential for maintaining investor confidence. 
He noted that improvements in foreign exchange 
availability were a direct outcome of broader macroe-
conomic discipline and reforms, and that strengthening 
external buffers will enable smoother facilitation 
of legitimate business transactions, including 
dividend repatriation and cross-border pay-
ments. The Finance Minister observed that 
improving macroeconomic indicators were 
already translating into greater confidence 
among both domestic and foreign inves-
tors, and underscored that such develop-
ments represent fundamental elements 
of a healthy investment climate.  He 
highlighted that local investor participa-
tion played an important role in further 
encouraging foreign investment inflows.

The discussion also covered the role of public-private part-
nership models and structured finance as effective mecha-
nisms for delivering large-scale infrastructure projects.
Aurangzeb noted that successful experiences at the pro-
vincial level demonstrate the potential of such models and 
emphasized the need to further encourage structured fi-
nance solutions and stronger engagement with the banking 
sector to support infrastructure development.
The delegation informed the minister that Wafi Energy 
Pakistan Ltd has benefited from improved operating condi-
tions amid greater macroeconomic stability and shared its 
intention to expand its retail and storage footprint over the 
coming years as part of a broader growth strategy. 
The delegation reiterated its confidence in Pakistan’s eco-
nomic outlook and highlighted growing interest among in-
ternational and regional stakeholders in expanding engage-
ment with Pakistan. The delegation briefed the Finance 
Minister on Wafi Energy Pakistan’s current operations in 
the country and shared that the company operates an ex-

tensive nationwide retail network, supported by on-
going investments in modernization and efficiency. 
It was noted that improved macroeconomic condi-
tions and greater predictability in the operating en-

vironment have enabled the company to resume and 
scale up investment activity following recent business 

integration. The delegation further informed 
that Wafi Energy Pakistan was considering 

potential investment of up to $100 million 
over the next two to three years to ex-
pand its retail footprint and storage ca-
pacity, with a focus on network growth, 
infrastructure development, and tech-
nology-driven improvements.  The del-
egation stated that these investments 
were aimed at strengthening supply 
resilience, improving service stand-
ards, and contributing to long-term 
growth of energy sector in Pakistan.

Aurangzeb  reaffirms stability, stronger FX 

Briefs
KP govt 

implements 
strict 

monitoring 
for Tirah 

funds
PESHAWAR: Special Assis-
tant to the Chief Minister 
on Information Shafi Jan 
on Monday shared details 
of the funds allocated by 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government for the relief 
and rehabilitation of fam-
ilies affected in Tirah Val-
ley. He said the provincial 
government has earmarked 
Rs4 billion to facilitate the 
affected families. 
Up to January 31 an 
amount of Rs920 mil-
lion has been spent on 
transportation and food 
arrangements for the dis-
placed families during 
their journey. Shafi Jan 
stated that the provincial 
government has compiled 
a fully auditable record of 
all expenditures. 
The record includes ver-
ification by the district 
administration and local 
elders along with signa-
tures and CNIC details of 
the beneficiaries.
He further informed that 
Rs2.40 billion has been 
allocated under the com-
pensation package and 
monthly assistance for 
the affected families. 
Payments will be made 
through digital channels 
after NADRA registra-
tion and verification. The 
relief amounts will be 
transferred directly into 
the bank accounts of the 
affected families. – APP

Dollar slide 
raises new 
risks for 
Pakistan

DNA
ISLAMABAD: As the US 
dollar risks weakening 
against other major cur-
rencies, Pakistan faces 
the prospect of higher 
external debt liabilities, 
with multilateral and bi-
lateral loans accounting 
for 56% of its roughly $92 
billion external debt stock, 
The News reported. Paki-
stan’s external debt and 
liabilities have hovered 
around $130 billion in re-
cent years, largely due to a 
stronger dollar versus cur-
rencies such as the euro, 
Japanese yen (JPY) and 
British pound (GBP).
In the last few days, the 
US dollar started weaken-
ing, raising the possibility 
that Pakistan’s external 
debt-to-GDP ratio is likely 
to explode in this quarter 
if the recent trends in cur-
rencies persist.
However, the Ministry 
of Finance in the Debt 
Policy Statement, going 
to submit before the par-
liament, stated that ex-
ternal debt increased by 
6% YoY to stand at $91.8 
billion as of the end June-
25, reflecting an increase 
of $5 billion.  During Q1-
FY-26, it declined slightly 
by 0.4% ($0.35 billion) to 
stand at $91.4 billion at the 
end of September 2025.

Kremlin 
confirms  

war talks in 
Abu Dhabi

Moscow: Russia has con-
firmed that a new round of 
talks with Ukraine and the 
United States in Abu Dha-
bi on ending the four-year-
war will start Wednesday, 
after they were postponed 
from this weekend. Mos-
cow blamed a scheduling 
issue for the delay, a day 
after Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky also 
said the negotiations 
would take place in the 
UAE capital on Wednes-
day and Thursday. 
“They were indeed origi-
nally planned for this past 
Sunday. But additional 
coordination of the sched-
ules of the three parties 
was needed,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters “Now, on 
Wednesday-Thursday, the 
second round will indeed 
take place. It will be held 
in Abu Dhabi. We can con-
firm that,” he added. 
The talks will take place less 
than two weeks before the 
fourth anniversary of Mos-
cow launching its full-scale 
offensive against Ukraine.  
They are expected to fo-
cus on the crucial issue of 
territory, with neither side 
so far showing any sign of 
a breakthrough.  – APP

Thailand hands over the ASEAN
Committee chairmanship to Indonesia

H.E. Lt. Gen. (Rtd.) Chandra Warsenanto Sukotjo, Ambassador of Indonesia to Pakistan, assumed  
the role of ACI Chair for the first half of 2026. The handover ceremony was witnessed by H.E.  

Mr. Imran Ahmed Siddiqui, Additional Secretary (Asia-Pacific), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan
DNA

Islamabad: The Ambassador of Thailand to 
Pakistan, in his capacity as Chair of the ASEAN 
Committee in Islamabad (ACI), presided over the 
ACI Heads of Mission Meeting No. 01/2026 at 
the Royal Thai Embassy. The meeting reviewed 
ACI’s activities over the past six months and 
addressed organizational matters related to up-
coming initiatives. Diplomats from ASEAN mem-
ber states discussed ways to further strengthen 
cooperation and visibility of ASEAN in Pakistan.
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Thai Ambas-
sador formally handed over the chairmanship of 
ACI to Indonesia.  H.E. Lt. Gen. (Rtd.) Chandra 
Warsenanto Sukotjo, Ambassador of Indonesia to 
Pakistan, assumed the role of ACI Chair for the 
first half of 2026. The handover ceremony was wit-
nessed by H.E. Mr. Imran Ahmed Siddiqui, Addi-
tional Secretary (Asia-Pacific), Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Pakistan. The transition marks Indone-
sia’s leadership in coordinating ASEAN’s diplo-
matic engagements in Islamabad, continuing the 
Committee’s mission of fostering regional coop-
eration and strengthening ties with Pakistan.
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Construction of guest 
house in diplomatic 

enclave: plea dismissed
The court observed that the determination of  
expenses incurred by the company fell within  
the jurisdiction of the trial court and that the  

Supreme Court would not interfere at this stage

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on 
Monday dismissed a petition filed by a 
private construction company regarding 
the construction of a guest house for 
the Chief Minister and Governor of Ba-
lochistan in the Diplomatic Enclave. The 
case was heard by a two-member bench 
comprising Justice Jamal Khan Man-
dokhail and Justice Irfan Saadat Khan.
During the hearing, counsel for the private 
company argued that the caretaker Chief 
Minister of Balochistan had inaugurated 
the project, but the notification for its con-
struction was later withdrawn. 
He submitted that the company had sub-
mitted an advance bank guarantee for the 
mobilisation of equipment and that the 

present petition concerned 
the return of that guarantee.
Justice Jamal Khan Man-
dokhail observed that the 
matter was already pending 
before the trial court for ar-
bitration. He remarked that 
the government was not ab-
sconding and was very much 
present, adding that the 
bank guarantee was valid un-
til June 30, 2026. The judge 
further noted that it was a 

caretaker government and it was possible 
that the relevant authorities had hurriedly 
installed the project’s foundation plaque. 
He also remarked that large investors were 
usually involved in such projects.
Justice Mandokhail recalled that the Islam-
abad High Court had also issued a stay or-
der in the matter. The court observed that 
the determination of expenses incurred by 
the company fell within the jurisdiction of 
the trial court and that the Supreme Court 
would not interfere at this stage. Subse-
quently, the Supreme Court dismissed the 
petition of the private construction com-
pany and directed the trial court to decide 
the case independently, without being influ-
enced by the Supreme Court proceedings.

Pak-Italy trade witnesses 
over 23% surplus

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s goods and ser-
vices trade with Italy witnessed a sur-
plus of 23.54 percent during the first six 
months of the fiscal year (2025-26) as 
compared to the corresponding months 
of last year. Trade surplus during the 
months under review was recorded at 
$352.814 million against $285.585 million 
last year, showing 23.54 percent growth. 
The overall exports to Italy were record-
ed at US $612.888 million during July-De-
cember (2025-26) year against exports 
of US $570.082 million during the same 
months last year, showing an increase of 
7.50 percent, SBP data revealed.
Meanwhile, on a year-on-year basis, exports 
to Italy during December 2025 increased 
by 12.36 percent from US $ 88.621 million 
to US $ 99.576 million. Month-on-month 
exports to Italy also rose by 21.02 percent 
during November 2025 as compared with 
exports of US $ 82.274 million in Novem-
ber 2025, the SBP data said.

Overall Pakistan’s exports to all countries 
witnessed a decrease of 4.97 percent in 
six months, from US $16.319 billion to US 
$15.507 billion, the SBP data said.
On the other hand, imports from It-
aly during the months under review 
were recorded at US $260.074 million 
against US $284.497 million of last 
year, showing a decrease of 8.58 per-
cent in July-December (2025-26). 
Meanwhile, year-on-year imports from 
Italy during December 2025 increased 
by 145.97 percent from US $32.387 mil-
lion last year to US $79.664 million.
On a month-on-month basis, the imports 
from Italy also increased by 163.44 per-
cent during December 2025 as com-
pared to the import of US $30.239 mil-
lion in November 2025, SBP data said. 
The overall imports increased by 12.26 
percent, from US $27.902 billion to US 
$31.325 million during the period un-
der review. – Agencies


