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Briefs

UK PM says
Mandelson
has to clarify
his links
with Epstein

NEews DEsk

LONDON: UK Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer has pub-
licly stated that Lord Peter
Mandelson “lied repeatedly”
about the extent and depth
of his relationship with the
late convicted sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein. Starmer
expressed regret over ap-
pointing Mandelson as the
UK’s Ambassador to the
United States in late 2024,
describing the situation as a
betrayal of the country. This
came during exchanges in
Parliament (likely at Prime
Minister’s Questions), where
Starmer faced pressure from
the Conservative opposition
(led by Kemi Badenoch) and
some Labour MPs over the
handling of the scandal.

Mandelson was appointed
UK Ambassador to the US
under Starmer’s government
but was fired in September
2025 (after about seven
months) following earlier
revelations of his continued
ties to Epstein post-2008
conviction. Recent document
releases (including from the
US Department of Justice)
have intensified scrutiny,
showing deeper contacts
than previously admitted.

Details of
Epstein
post-mortem
released

DNA

NEW YORK: Previously un-
seen photos showing Jeffrey
Epstein’s body lying on a
stretcher and being attended
to by medics in the imme-
diate aftermath of his death
have been released by the US
government. Twenty images,
many of which are too graph-
ic to show, were published
as part of a declassified FBI
report into Epstein’s death in
custody, as well as a post-mor-
tem examination and internal
prison documents. They are
among millions of documents
published on Friday by the
US Department of Justice
(Do]) in the latest Epstein
files release. Epstein was
found dead in his prison cell
on 10 August 2019. He had
been held at the Metropolitan
Correctional Center in New
York on sex trafficking and
conspiracy charges ahead of
trial. The newly released FBI
report, titled “Jeffrey Epstein
death investigation”, appears
to be a probe into his death
by the agency’s field office
in New York. The 23-page
report has an “unclassified”
note stamped on each page.

Washington
Post starts
massive layoff

NEews DEsk

WASHINGTON: The Wash-
ington Post informed its
staff on Wednesday that it
was starting a widespread
layoff that would gut its
sports department and
shrink its international foot-
print, a source familiar with
the matter told Reuters.
The job cuts were an-
nounced by Executive Ed-
itor Matt Murray on a call
with employees, the source
said, requesting anonymity
as the matter was private.
“We will be closing the
sports department in its
current form,” Murray
said in a company-wide
call that began at 6:30 pm
PKT (8:30 am ET). The call
transcript was shared with
Reuters by the source. “All
departments are impacted.
Politics and government
will remain our largest
desk and will remain cen-
tral to our engagement
and subscriber growth.”
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ANSAR MAHMOOD BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: The state visit of Uzbek-
istan’s President Shavkat Mirziyoyev
to Islamabad on February 05, 2026 is
poised to usher in a new era of deepened
strategic partnership between Uzbeki-
stan and Pakistan. Scheduled amid accel-
erating bilateral momentum, the trip will
coincide with high-level engagements,
including the Uzbekistan-Pakistan Busi-
ness Forum and a “Made in Uzbekistan”
exhibition in the Pakistani capital.

This visit comes at a pivotal juncture
when both nations are actively converting
historical goodwill, shared cultural herit-
age, and geographic proximity into con-
crete economic and connectivity gains.
Under President Mirziyoyev's dynamic
leadership, Uzbekistan has pursued bold
reforms that have opened doors for re-
gional integration, while Pakistan, guided
by Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif’s vision of geo-economics, seeks to
strengthen links with Central Asia.

The upcoming summit is expected to build
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on the High-Level Strategic Partnership
Council established following Sharif’s visit
to Tashkent in February 2025, institution-

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s visit to usher in new era

As Prime Minister Sharif once noted in praise of Uzbekistan’s reforms, “miracles are
possible only through a clear vision, high dynamism, hard work, and a resolute pursuit of
a common goal.” The February 2026 summit holds the promise of realizing that vision,

forging a partnership that benefits not only the two nations but t

alizing cooperation across multiple do-
mains. At the heart of the agenda lies the
ambitious Trans-Afghan Railway project, a

he broader region

flagship initiative that promises to bridge
Central and South Asia. The proposed
corridor, linking Termez in Uzbekistan
through Afghanistan to Pakistan’s ports
(including Karachi and potentially Gwa-
dar), could slash transit times to 3-5 days
and reduce transport costs by over 40%.

For landlocked Uzbekistan, this means re-
liable access to the Arabian Sea and glob-
al markets; for Pakistan, it positions the
country as a vital transit hub for Eurasian
trade. Progress has been steady: In 2025,
feasibility studies advanced significantly,
with trilateral talks involving Afghanistan
yielding key agreements on routing and fi-
nancing. Stakeholders view the railway not
merely as infrastructure but as a geo-eco-
nomic game-changer that could transport
up to 20 million tonnes of cargo annually,
fostering regional integration and unlock-
ing untapped potential in trade, energy,
and industry. Trade Surge and Economic
Momentum Economic ties have shown re-
markable growth. Bilateral trade exceeded
$440 million in 2025—twelve times higher

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan eyes $1bn
trade volume with
Kazakhstan: PM

Islamabad, Astana’s $250m trade
volume does not reflect potential
of both countries, says premier

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday urged an increase
in trade volume between Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan to $1 billion as both countries
signed over 30 memoranda of understand-
ing (MoUs) in several sectors, including pe-
troleum, mining, and maritime affairs.

“Unfortunately, our trade volume, as sug-
gested, is meager $250 million, which
does not reflect not only strength of our
friends and potential of both countries.
Let us commit to take up our trade vol-
ume to $1 billion in next 1 year,” the pre-
mier said while addressing a joint press
conference after MoU signing ceremony.
Earlier, Kazak President Kassym-Jomart To-
kayev was accorded a warm reception and a
guard of honour as he arrived at the Prime
Minister’s House to hold one-on-one meeting
with PM Shehbaz. Accompanied by a high-lev-
el delegation, comprising senior cabinet min-
isters and other high-ranking officials, the
Kazakhstan president arrived in Islamabad
for his first two-day state visit, at the invita-
tion of Prime Minister Shehbaz. As the visit-
ing dignitary arrived, the prime minister re-
ceived him at the entrance of the PM House,
where the formal reception took place.

Continued on Page 06

No terrorist will be spared,
resolves CDF Asim Munir

The COAS & CDF remarked that no terrorist and its facilitator
will be spared and all will be dealt strictly as per law and that
no one can rationalise violence and terrorism on any pretext

‘There should
be no politics
in sports’

FaisAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Commenting on the de-
cision to boycott the match against
India in the T20 World Cup, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Wednes-
day said that there “should be no pol-
itics in sports”. He made the remarks
while addressing the federal cabinet
in Islamabad. The remarks were tel-
evised. “We have taken a clear stand
regarding the T20 World Cup that we
will not play the match against India,”
he said. “There should be no politics in
sports,” he said. “We have taken this
stand after deliberating on it careful-
ly,” he said, calling it an “appropriate
decision”. At the start of his address,
PM Shehbaz began by talking about
the attacks in Balochistan. “Within
three to four days, 180 terrorists were
sent to hell,” he said. “As a result,
17 personnel embraced martyrdom.

Continued on Page 06
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RAWALPINDI: Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, NI (M),
HJ, COAS & CDF, visited Quetta today. Field Marshal re-
ceived a comprehensive operational briefing on the prevail-

ing security environment and internal security operations.
The briefing covered recent terrorist attacks orchestrated
by Indian backed internationally-designated terrorists of
Fitna al Hindustan and the prompt aggressive response of
security forces which failed their ulterior motive of compro-
mising peace, stability, and development in Balochistan.
Measures being undertaken to further strengthen the writ
of the state and ensure protection of the populace and crit-
ical infrastructure were also discussed.

The COAS & CDF remarked that no terrorist and its facilita-
tor will be spared and all will be dealt strictly as per law and
that no one can rationalise violence and terrorism on any
pretext. He appreciated the professionalism, valour, and sac-
rifices of officers and troops of all law enforcement agencies
in thwarting nefarious anti-Pakistan designs and maintaining
law and order. Later, Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir along
with CM Balochistan visited Combined Military Hospital
(CMH) Quetta, where he met the injured personal of Army,
FC Balochistan and Police. He lauded their high morale and
commended their bravery and steadfastness in protecting
the motherland from foreign-sponsored terrorists. Earlier
on his arrival he was received by Commander Quetta Corps.

PTI KP
leadership
‘at odds’ over
protest plan

MNASs Shahid Khattak
and Atif Khan oppose
road closures, citing
public hardship

UNSC calls for
accountability after
Balochistan attacks

Members of the Security Council expressed
their deepest condolences to the families of
the victims, as well as to the government and
people of Pakistan, and wished a swift and
complete recovery to those injured”

BuURrEAU REPORT

PESHAWAR: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa leader
ship remains divided over
the party’s February 8
protest plan, with some
parliamentarians opposing
road closures and a pro-
posed lockdown, sources

NEW YORK: The United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) has strongly condemned the terrorist attacks
carried out across multiple locations in Balochistan,
urging all states to actively cooperate with Pakistan,
in line with international law, to counter terrorism. In
a statement issued on Tuesday, the UNSC termed the
attacks as “heinous and cowardly” and stressed the

CENTRELINE REPORT

Continued on Page 06

US, Iran
seek easing
of tensions

NEews DEsk

TEHRAN: The United States
and Iran are due to hold talks
in Oman on Friday after Teh-
ran requested a change of
venue to limit negotiations
to its nuclear programme, a
regional official said, with a
build-up of US forces in the
Middle East raising fears of a
confrontation. Iran wanted the
meeting to take place in Oman
as a continuation of previous
rounds of talks held in the
Gulf Arab country on its nu-
clear programme, asking for
a change of location from Tur-
kiye to avoid any expansion
of the discussions to issues
such as Tehran’s ballistic mis-
siles, the regional official said.
Iran has said it will not make
concessions on its formidable
ballistic missile programme —
one of the biggest in the Mid-
dle East — calling that a red
line in negotiations. Tehran,
which says it replenished its
stockpile of ballistic missiles
since coming under attack
from Israel last year, has
warned that it will unleash its
missiles to defend the itself if
its security is under threat.

UN experts
alarmed
over Imaan
conviction

NEws DESK

NEW YORK: Five United
Nations (UN) experts on
Wednesday expressed alarm
over the conviction of lawyers
Imaan Zainab Mazari-Hazir
and her husband, Hadi Ali
Chatta. Last month, an Is-
lamabad sessions court had
sentenced Imaan and Hadi to
a total of 17 years in prison
on multiple charges in a case
pertaining to controversial
social media posts. In a joint
statement on Wednesday, UN
special rapporteurs Marga-
ret Satterthwaite, Ben Saul,
Mary Lawlor, Irene Khan
and Gina Romero noted that
the two were convicted on
multiple criminal charges,

Continued on Page 06

said. The Tehreek-e-Ta-
haffuz-e-Ayeen-Pakistan
(TTAP) has announced
a countrywide shutdown
strike on February 8, mark-
ing the second anniversary
of the 2024 general elec-
tions, which PTI has de-
scribed as “rigged”.

The sources added that the
PTI Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) parliamentary party
held a meeting on Monday
to finalise its strategy for the
protest, during which sharp
differences emerged. Ac-
cording to the insiders, MNA
Shahid Khattak argued that
the people of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa had given the party
a mandate and that there is
no justification for holding
protests in the province.

Continued on Page 06
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Asif Ali Zardari
T Presidortofthe s bamic Repablic of Pakistan

The people of Pakislan across the
globe obzerse Kashmir Solidarity Day
o reafimrm  our  unwaversing  moral,
diplomatic and political suppart for our
Kashmir Drothers and sislers in i
just cawse o achieve the rght io
selt-determanation as enshrined in the
relevant  United  Natlions  Soecurity
Councl resolulions. 11 was Shaheed
Mohitlarmy Bengeir Bhuilo who beoan
the observance of this day 36 years
ago, following the historlc uprsing of
fhe Kashmin people in 1983, a siruggle
Ihal conlinues Lo this day.

For mearly eignt decades, the waliam
Kashmir peope have stood fall against
the ilk=gal mdian ocoupalion and have
rendered countless sacrifices. On this
day, we pay sokemn tribute to their
indomilable spirfl and resiliencs,

The situalion in  Indian  B=gally
COicoypled Jammu and Kashmir (IH0JK)
remains a matker of grave concerm for
global conscianca. Sincea ha ilkegal and
unilateral acltions of 53" August 2019,
India has intensified s efforts o
consclidate Hs  occupation  throwgh
adminislralive and lageslaliva
mamipuladicn. By muzedling the media,
imcarcerating the Kashmiri leadership
and attempting to diute the Muslim
magority throwgh damographic
changes, |mlia sesks lo dissampowsr
the Kashmir people in their own land,

Incian cecupation karecs also oot
o coemmit  courdless homan  rghts
vidghions im0 [BOJK. The lindings ol
recent intermationsl reparts  haghlighit
the akarming rise In arobitrary detentions
and collactive punishment. The wses of
punitive  hopse  demolitions and  the
ongmng  suppresson ol digial
Treedoms, Inckding the blocking of
thoesands of sockal medi acceounis,
are clear atlermps 10 hide he réality in
LR

Thea recanl pralilng o mosguss and
mosiee management committess in
[0, consiitutes deliberale
intimidation by the Incian authorities,
dimad to obstruct the free exercise ol
raligionm by the Nusim  mapority
population, Such acticns form part of a
broader patiem of refiglous persecution
under tha  axtremist  Hindutva
Irarmewionk. Tha Kashmin peogpla have
the inali=nable nght to practice their
religion  witeout fear, coerclom  or
digcriminathon.

The  dangsrous  mililary escalalion
imitiated by Inclia in May 2025 serves as
a stark reminder that true and durable
pedace  in Houth  Asla  remains
impossible unless ha core dispula ol
Jammu ang kashmir i resolved

| urge the Infermdatonal community o
move beyond mere  expressions  of
concern for the Kashmin people and
persuade India o stop the human nights
vindgtons im NOJKE, allow unieftered
arcess o Intemational human gt
ghserders and granl the  Kashmid
peopls  their  promised  nghlt  io
selt-determmation

n this day, |oreiterate thal we will
continue io stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with the Kashmirl pecple untll ihey
raaliza thair right 1o decide their own
lufure throwgh & free amd imparlial
plebiscite,

Pakistan stands
with Kashmirls

Py e O
i Slhelh Rag Hai ,,

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah

B

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharit
Frime Wiister of the amic Regubiic sl Pakistan

Every vear, 5" Fabrsry is obsenad as
Kashmir Sobdarty Day, an oocasion wherns
thi people and the Goswenment of Pakstan
reaffirm  thair principled and  urwvasenng
suipport for thes Kashmin prothers and ssters
i [hir just sirogghe Tor tha reaization of e
rghi to seff-dseterminaion

The: Jarnmip and Eashmir dispute remaging
ane of the cidasgt inresoed depubas on he
aanda ol 1ha Liniksd Matons Cvar T wasans
savergl Uniled Mafions Secunfy  Council
resalutions hawve established, beyond doubd
fhe dispuied slatus of the tembory of Jammu
and Kashmir, while presonbing that s hinal
clispeesition sl ba macks i accordancs with
the wil of the Hashmin paopls, axpressed
firgpgh a ler and  imparial  peeliscile
Howsver, for neary eighl decadss, the
Eeshmin people heve besn dened this
furdamantal Al [ [1] 15} Iredia’s
infransigencs.

Even aller decades of Dioodshed, brgality
and bartanty, the Indian legly Oocuped
Jammu and Kashmie [IIOJE) remains a
hostile  greargnmam, marmed by hagey
rnibkanzation, totel repression and egregicus
hurnan nighls  siokalions. Arbilcary  polincal
defarmons, suppression of genuing polmcal
actviy and sovenn residetions on modia, have
become India’s routing instruments 1o slence
drxsant m LR

O 57 Augus) 2078, India ook a host o il
and wunigieral administrative ard  legal
MpasEes, ingn ghempt 9 consolidos is
faroble cocupahon of 100K, Thesse measLures
not only confrasene e LN Chartes, s
complefaly dafy Iha mlavanl LR Sacurly
Councl resolotions and the Fourlh Geneva
Conwention. Such hollpw attermpls by Indig o
camy ol demographic re-angmesrmg. or o
aher e legal and agmimsirabve staus of
Kashmir cannod ahsplve ® dom s
Iniermational commiments and  obligations
ngn gk they diminish e inglienaie rights
al the Kashimm peopis.

s illagal actions in IOUK, ane diven by
Hindusva idenlogy that sacks fo nomaglize
cliscrimmiion, curtail mebogoes Beecdoms and
cnminalize dissenl Tha ongomg prolibing of
mosquss Bnd ther managemsani commibtiaas
in ICLUK represants & grave volation of tha
right o treedom of relgon end highlights e
cliscrimmriaion o by e Musim popudsion
Riagreftably, the Indian cccupalon has movsd
beyond miiary represson boo deologcal
cogrpipn,  aimgd  at silengng gnd
e pOWenng 8N e peopie.

Draspile endurng decsdles ol oppression, the
brave and valiant Kashmin people, refuss o
surcncks  thelr  legitimate  aspiations
Pakistan saliies thesr  hergic  mesiience
cOUrege, and sacnfices.

A Prrma Minisler of Pakisian, | hasa Bsan a
svong  aohocate tor tha ngnt o
sphl-detgrminglion of the Kashmir people o
every iIntemational fanum incliudng the Unred
Matons General Assamily

in fhis Kashmir Sobdanty Day, | reassure my
Kashmif brothers and setors that Pakistan
will oonlinue i oxiend s complete momal
diplomatc, and poliical supnot o the
Eashmir insedom sinigglks, unlil the Kashmin
people succead i aitaning thar night o
safi-determination through a free and
imparmal plebecite, as pomssd o
tem under e auspicas of the
Uriigd Mealinns

Nnshaliah the dags of dafkmness
shall gz way o the dewn ol i

o

fresdom, and that day = nol
far, when the paople of
Jammy and Kashmir shal
bragk the shackies al Indian
oocupaion gnd live their
ez im & fulure fres from
fio

in their struggle
for freedom.
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Mohammad Ishaqg Dar
Tty Prime Micisr b Farvign Minisie:

As we pbserve the Kashmir Solidarly
Day today, Paklstan relterates its firm
dan unwavnmg support Tor thd poophs
of Jammu and Kashmir in their just
slrugole lar trix right i
sefl-getermination. Linder iBegal Indian
occupation, the Kashminl® people
remaln deprived of thelr fundamaental
rights. et, their resibence iestiies the
begitimacy of hedr just causs,

At the heart of the Jammu and Kashmir
dlzpute Bes Indla's falure o mplerment
Ihe Uniled MNalions Security Coancil
resolutions guaranteeing the Kashman
people a ree and Impartial plebiscite.
India's persisiend deflance undermines
the Uniled Mations Charter, the
ralevan!  Uniled  Malions  Securily
Councill resolutions and the Fourth
Geneva Convention.

The siuation on the ground in Indian
legally Cooupied Jammu and Kashimir
(NOJK) has moved beyond episodic
viclations 1o a sustained om af
rapression. Since the uniatesal and
Hiegal actions of 5 August #0149, India
has  dsmanlled |legal  saleguards,
wegkened  local  insbiludions,  and
imposed  measures almed  at
consolidating is permanent ocoupation
of the disputed fermtory, Incliuding
arlilicially alleding the damographic
coenposilion o change Musim mg|oety
ity minarty, Torcing media o follow
ihe nofficial line, and crimimalizing any
fioom of dissent Under e
Hirdutva-driven framework, paogla in
IHOJE face constant discrimdnation
The rescemt profling of mosques in
ICLIK wiheare religious functionarnies are
forced to give ther EP:SIIH'IEH I:!E-‘135|.|k5.
photographs and sectarian affiliations
show ihe extent of insfitutionalized

IEIEI'I'IIZIIII*‘H:IDIE.

Grave hwman  nghils  viplghons
'H"IEH..IIIIII'II; laka emncountars, enforced
disappearances, arbitrary  detentions
&nd restriciions o fundamental
freedoms  conlinue  unesbated. LN
-] ns  hgwe FEEE"‘"};' noled e
il Itrarg,' datention ol I'IE!ﬂ.I'IjI' £ B
individuals, imchsding  joumnalists,

students, and hurman rights defenders

Wie urge he internaliongl communily b
lake cisive acllons o address the
wiorsening human mahts sifuation in
LK, ensure accountabiliby for india's
fllegal and undlataral aclions, parsuacs
Inciia fo implemend e Uinited Nalions
Securtty Councll resolutions and allow
The Kashmiel poophe thelr  promisosd
right to sef-geterminalion

Pakislan will continue 1o stand willf car
Kashmiri  brothers and  sislers
politically, moradly and diplomatically.
Our efforts will remaim focused on
secunng & peacetul and |ES1IF'I'§]
rasolution of thie Jammu and Kashimir
dispute.

February
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Amir Mugam
Winete ol Keshn Mo, B
Tl nd Franfer

in 5" Fehruary every vear, Ine people
of Paklstan come ther fo stand
firmly In =olid W our Kashmird
brothers and sislars. We renaw our
unwavering support for their legitimala
Lirugghe achieve the nght 1o
self-gatermination, as enshr n the
relevanl  Unlied  Natlions  Securty
Council resalutiong

Tha Jammu and Kashmir dspute is ana
of the ohdest disputes in the world and
s besen on the agenda of the United
Malions Security Cowncil since 1948
I'he gigpile remains unresolved dee o
Inciia‘'s EIZUI'.II::H;_':II"I'IFIE.'ﬁS 1o implement the
United Nafions Secur Council
resglutions  and give  the Kashmir
peops heir proemised mghl o
saftdetermination.

Life: irv Indliam Megally Coeupisd Jammu
and Kashmir (0K} remains exiremehy
diflicull and the Kashmiri pecpla have
sulfered immense hardships because
af the draconlan Indian rsgime. True
representatives of the Kashmin people
remain Dehind bars amnd thousands of
Kashmiri polilical aclivisls are dalainad
arbilrarily.

Frespdorn of oxpression also ramaln
resticted as the local media has been
torced to tow the  ofhicial ine. In
particylar, Inglig altermplad o
consolidate s llegal occupation on 5
August 2019 tnrmﬁg megal  and
unilaieral ackons, which aimed to aller
the regions demographic landscape
and disempower the Kashmin people.
Wet, mo amount of represskon by the
Indian occupation forces has managed
o Dregk  fhe Kashmn people's
mdomitae irit or  weakan thair
determinafion to achieve their right io
sef-determination.  Pakistan  honours
their spirit and pays ibuba ko their
copnbess sgonfices for the Kashmir
CElGE.

n this day, we remind the infernational
cOmmunity, especially  the  United
Mations thal the people of Kaghma— glil
awalt the free and impartial pleblscile
that was promised 1o them unger the
Lindted alions  Seowrity  Council
rasolulions.  We  also wige the
miernalional  communit o lake
decisive actlon In NOJE ko slop the
maman mghts vidations, force India o
reverse s llegal  aclions  and
implamant the Uniled Nalions Sacurily
Copncil resolutions.

To our Kashmirl brothers and sisters,
Fakislan will always stand
shoulder-te-shoulder Dy vour side
Fakislan will condines o raiss your
vodo2 on every platiorm, 51.I|J|IH"|12? you
morally, politicaly, and diplomsaticaiy
until pusiice is done and you achieve
AT promised right 1]
gefl-gelerminaltion.

b i
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Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon
Ferkersl Winiste are Cwirmon,
Paramertary

Lamerites as Kashmir
O s clay, The enlire FPakislani nalion
EXEsses iis unwavenng solidarty with
its Kashmiri brothers and sisters.
Kashmir Solidarity Day s a
reaffirmation of our pledge thal
Fakkstan stands shoulder o shoulder
with 1he Kashmiri peopéa in lher jusi
and kegltimate struggke.

For decades. Ihe Kashmin people hgwe
endured  llegal  Indlan  occupation,
Dporessin, violence, and grave human
righls  violations, yal their courage,
resiience, and defermination remain
Lnesakan.

The zacrifices of the Kashmin people
constitite a bright chapter In Restory,
amd ihesr steadiasiness is an example
For the wioekl.

Pakistan fully supporis the Kashmirl
pe=ople’s  righl o sef-dalerminalion,
which Is thelr recognized amd
inalisnabla righl undar the rasolulions
of the Linited Mations Security Council,
India's illegal and uniyleral aclions,
particularly  the  amochies  being
commitied im Indian llegally Ococupied
Jammu and Kashmir since 57 Auguest
A019, pose a senous challkengs fo tha
conscience of tho intermational
carnrmunify.

I urge the Intematonal community to
take immedigke nolice of he ongoing
human rgihts vislations In Ocoupliad
Jammu and Kashmir, ensure justice for
tha Kashmiri peopla, and enable them
to pxercise their right to decide their
AT Puiture.

Lasting regional and giobal peace IS
contingent upon a just and durable
respdpion of ihe Kashmer gispute n
accondance with the Unied Mations
resolutions,

COm this day, om behall aof lha
Government of Pakistan and the
people of Pakistan, | pay tibole 1o e
Kashmini MArTyYTs and EXTESS
complede solidarity with thair Tamilies.

The Parliameniary Commitlae an
Kashmir will confinue to be the woice of
the Kashmirl paople &l overy
diplomatic, polifical, and maral fomam.

My Allah Almighty grant the Kashmil
people fresdom, peace, and digridty,
and besiow wpon Pakistan the resohae
and strength o condins supparting e
opressadl.

Ameat,

Our relationship with
Ka_shrnir Is not for
Just one day,
but a soul-and-heart

> relationship_




n

National
Days and
Armed
Forces Days

Feb 04/Sri Lanka
National Day

Feb 06/N. Zea-
land
National Day

Feb 06/Uganda
Army Day

Feb 11//Iran
Revolution day

Feb 16/DPR
Korea
National Day

Feb 16/Lithuania
National Day

Feb 18/Gambia
National Day

Feb 19/Nepal
Democracy Day

Feb 23/Uzbekistan
National Day

Feb 23/Brunei
National Day

Feb 23/Guyana
National Day

Feb 23/Russia
National Army Day

Feb 23/Tajikistan
Armed Forces Day

Feb 25/Kuwait
National Day
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Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666
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Departments
CDA.....ccvvvees 9221334-43

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
PotoharTown......... 9209224
Rawal Town 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and President of Kazakhstan Kassym—J omart Tokayev witnessing the

exchange of MOUs between Pakistan and Kazakhstan

NAB distributes Rs
600m to 3,400 victims
in ISMMart case

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Accountability Bureau
(NAB) [Islamabad and
Rawalpindi has recovered
Rsl billion in the ISM-
Mart Group scam and, in
the first phase of relief,
distributed Rs600 million
among 3,400 victims on
Wednesday.  According
to NAB spokesman, the
affectees had report-
ed collective losses of
Rs3.5 billion. The prime
accused has remained in
NAB custody since July
2024, with the investiga-
tion proceeding on a fast
track in line with legal
requirements. The prime
accused in the ISMMart
Group case allegedly

services
_ exports
increase hy
16.51%t0
$4.764 in 1st
hali

ISLAMABAD, Feb 4 (AP-
P):The exports of servic-
es during the first half of
the current fiscal year in-
creased by 16.51 percent as
compared to the exports of
the corresponding period
of the last year, Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported. Exports of ser-
vices during July-December
2025-26 were recorded at
$4.764 billion as against the
exports of $4.089 billion
during the same period of
last year, according to the
latest PBS data.

During the period under re-
view, the services imports
into the country also grew
by 15.75 percent and were
registered at $6.504 billion
as compared to the imports
of $5.619 bhillion in the
same period last year.
Based on the figures, the
services trade deficit was
recorded at $1.739 billion
against the deficit of 1.529
billion last year, showing a
growth of 13.73 percent.
Meanwhile, on a year-on-
year basis, the exports
of services increased by
15.94 percent in December
2025 as compared to the
exports of the same month
of last year. The exports
in December 2025 were
recorded at $935 million
compared to $806 million
in December 2024.

The imports of services
also increased by 23.90
percent during the month
by going up from $1.056
billion last December to
$1.308 billion in December
2025, according to PBS
data. On a month-on-month
basis, the exports from the
country in December 2025
increased by 15.84 percent
when compared to the ex-
ports of $807 million in No-
vember 2025.—APP

swindled the public out
of billions of rupees by
luring them with unre-
alistically high returns
through fictitious ven-
tures in e-commerce, res-
taurants, and real estate.
Cheques were handed
over at a ceremony held
at NAB Headquarters,
presided over by Chair-
man Lt Gen (Retd) Nazir
Ahmed. Senior officials
including Deputy Chair-
man Sohail Nasir, Prose-
cutor General Ihtesham
Qadir Shah, DG NAB
Waqar Ahmed Chohan,
and a large number of
victims attended.

The Bureau termed the
disbursement a major

step in providing relief to
victims of financial fraud.
The investigation team
had traced funds trans-
ferred abroad through
hundi, hawala, and cryp-
tocurrency channels,
with efforts underway in
coordination with UAE
authorities to ensure full
repatriation of defrauded
money. NAB described
the payout as its sec-
ond major achievement
of 2026, following relief
extended to Banker City
victims in January.

DG NAB Islamabad and
Rawalpindi called the dis-
tribution the “second gift”
of the year, reflecting the
Bureau’s resolve to pro-

tect public interest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the NAB Chairman
praised the performance
of the investigation teams,
noting that public trust
remained the Bureau’s
greatest strength. He
announced a nationwide
awareness campaign
to prevent fraudulent
schemes and said fu-
ture payments would
be made through online

transfers to facilitate
victims.

In recognition of the
teams’ efforts, shields

were distributed among
officials, while Umrah
packages were also an-
nounced.—APP

Early detection, timely
treatment key to
fighting cancer: Gilani

ISLAMABAD : Chairman of the Senate of Pakistan,
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani Wednesday said that cancer is a
life-threatening yet treatable disease, and effective pre-
vention requires early diagnosis, timely treatment, public
awareness, and collective efforts In his special message on
World Cancer Day, he said that World Cancer Day provides
an important opportunity to renew our commitment to stand
alongside cancer patients and their families, while also tak-
ing practical steps towards building a healthier society, said
a news release. Cancer, he noted, affects not only the patient
but also families and communities at large, making a coordi-
nated national strategy essential to combat the disease. The
Chairman Senate emphasized that preventive measures, in-
cluding a healthy lifestyle, balanced diet, avoidance of tobacco
use, and regular medical check-ups, play a vital role in cancer
prevention. He highlighted that early detection not only saves
precious lives but also significantly reduces treatment costs.
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani reaffirmed that the Government of
Pakistan is committed to strengthening the healthcare sec-
tor, expanding cancer treatment and research facilities, and
ensuring access to quality medical services for the public. He
stressed that the government, private sector, medical institu-
tions, civil society, and media must work together to promote
awareness and fight cancer effectively. He paid tribute to
doctors, nurses, paramedical staff, and charitable organi-
zations working tirelessly for the treatment, rehabilitation,
and psychological support of cancer patients—particularly
children and women.—APP
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February 5" is not just a date, but a vow of loyalty to
those mothers, sisters, and warriors who have been
holding the Emblem of Freedom for decades.
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Day of
Condemnation
on Friday over
Balochistan
attack

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Ulema Council (PUC) has
announced that Friday, Feb-
ruary 6, will be observed as
a Day of Condemnation in
response to the recent ter-
rorist incident in Balochistan
According to a statement
issued by the council on
Wednesday, tributes will be
paid on the day to the mar-
tyrs and veterans, as well
as to the Pakistan Army,
Balochistan Police and oth-
er security institutions. The
council said expressions of
solidarity would also be made
with the families of the vic-
tims and security personnel.
The statement added that
the public would be informed
about what it described as
the hostile designs of India,
Israel and other anti-Pakistan
forces. It further strongly
condemned the use of Af
ghan soil by “Fitna-al-Hindu-
stan” and “Fitna-al-Khawarij”
for activities aimed at desta-
bilising Pakistan. Separately,
the Pakistan Ulema Council
appealed for the observance of
Kashmir Solidarity Day across
the country on February 5.
The council said prayers, semi-
nars and conferences would be
held in mosques and religious
seminaries nationwide. —APP

PEC Chairman
reaffirms
solidarity with
Kashmiris

ISLAMABAD:Chairman Pa-
kistan Engineering Council
(PEC) Engr Waseem Nazir
on Wednesday reaffirmed
the unwavering solidarity of
the entire engineering com-
munity of Pakistan with the
people of Indian Illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK), paying tribute to
their decadeslong struggle
for the right to self-deter
mination In his message on
the occasion of Kashmir Sol-
idarity Day, Engr. Waseem
Nazir said the Kashmiri
people have faced systemat-
ic oppression, denial of fun-
damental rights, and grave
human rights violations for
years, while their legitimate
demand for self-determina-
tion, guaranteed under Unit-
ed Nations Security Council
resolutions, remains unful-
filled. Highlighting the role of
engineers as nation-builders
and promoters of sustainable
development.—APP
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Briefs

Expert calls
for immediate
action on
World Cancer

Day

ISLAMABAD: On World
Cancer Day, health experts
emphasized that awareness
campaigns must prioritize
early diagnosis and prompt
medical consultation rath-
er than hiding the disease,
warning of the urgent need
to strengthen outreach in
rural areas where millions
of patients continue to die
due to late detection and
lack of timely treatment.
Talking to a private news
channel, Oncologist Dr. Mu-
hammad Ali highlighted the
rising concern of blood can-
cer in children, stressing
the importance of aware-
ness among parents and
caregivers. He explained
that early signs are often
overlooked, leading to late
diagnosis, which significant-
ly reduces treatment effec-
tiveness. Dr. Ali champi-
oned early cancer detection
and emphasized the role
of crucial lifestyle changes
in prevention, adding that
communities should prior-
itize regular screenings and
adopt healthy habits, noting
that proactive measures
can save countless lives.
He also drew attention to
breast cancer in women
and prostate cancer in men,
highlighting that delayed
checkups often allow these
cancers to progress to ad-
vanced stages. He stressed
that awareness, early con-
sultation, and routine ex-
aminations are critical to
reducing mortality rates.
The oncologist warned
that smoking, poor diet,
lack of exercise, and other
unhealthy habits signifi-
cantly increase cancer risk.
He emphasized that com-
bining healthy living with
timely medical attention is
the most effective strate-
gy, as many deaths occur
due to late diagnosis that
could have been prevented
with early detection and
lifestyle interventions. Dr.
Ali advised parents and in-
dividuals to stay vigilant for
any unusual symptoms such
as persistent fatigue, unex-
plained lumps, or changes
in body functions, and to
seek medical attention im-
mediately. He emphasized
that early consultation
with a doctor, even for mi-
nor concerns, can make a
life-saving difference.—APP

ITP launches
Phase-1I1
crackdown
on lane
violations

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) on
Tuesday launched Phase-II
of its lane-violation enforce-
ment plan, issuing a stern
warning to heavy vehicle
drivers to strictly follow
lane discipline or face vehi-
cle impoundment and heavy
fines. An ITP official told
APP that the new phase
focuses specifically on en-
suring compliance by heavy
traffic, which has been
repeatedly found violating
designated lanes and caus-
ing congestion and safety
hazards on major arteries
of the federal capital. Under
the enforcement plan, traf-
fic police teams have been
directed to take strict legal
action against heavy vehi-
cles found travelling out-
side the extreme left lane,
including fines, challans
and seizure of vehicles in
case of repeated violations.
Chief Traffic Officer (CTO)
Islamabad Captain (R)
Hamzah Humayun said that
lane discipline is essential
for smooth traffic flow and
prevention of accidents,
particularly on high-speed
corridors. He made it clear
that heavy vehicles must
remain in the leftmost lane
at all times and warned that
no leniency would be shown to
violators. He said the purpose
of PhaselI is not punishment
alone but creating awareness
and ensuring safer roads for
all commuters. “Heavy traffic
moving in the wrong lanes
endangers lives and disrupts
traffic. Strict enforcement will
continue until full compliance
is achieved,” the CTO Hamzah
added. The CTO Hamzah
urged transporters and drivers
to cooperate with traffic po-
lice, follow lane markings and
traffic rules, and avoid unnec-
essary inconvenience and legal
action. ITP officers will remain
deployed at key roads and
entry points to monitor com-
pliance, while citizens have
been advised to report traffic
violations through the ITP
helpline 1915 or emergency
helpline Pucar-15.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev planting a sapling at Prime Minister’s House.

A reframing of trade

policy needed in
South Asia

Amid the signing of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between
India and the EU, Sri Lankan Security and geopolitical expert, Mr.
Asanga Abeyagoonasekera highlighted that trade agreements are
intertwined with strategic goals. The agreement would disrupt trade

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Trade has
been used as a tool for
economic protectionism
globally. The competitive
pressures in trade not
only overlap but highlight
South Asia’s enduring
trade paradox, i.e., irreg-
ular regional trade and
contesting regional inte-
gration. In an event or-
ganized by the Institute of
Regional Studies (IRS), ti-
tled “FTA Strategy in Key
South Asian Countries:
Implications for Paki-
stan”, Ambassador Jauhar
Saleem emphasized Paki-
stan’s vigilant policies to

create a stable trade envi-
ronment through partner-
ships with friendly coun-
tries and key initiatives
for investment and market
expansion.

Dr. Ishrat Husain, for-
mer Advisor to the Prime
Minister on Institutional
Reforms and Austerity,
in his Keynote address,
emphasized that Asia
benefited from globaliza-
tion compared to the US
and Western countries.
Despite US tariffs, China
and other Asian countries
gained economic stimulus.
Dr. Ishrat stressed that
Pakistan needs to emerge
from an inward-looking
economic approach.

Dr. Nadeem ul Haque,
former Vice Chancellor
of Pakistan Institute of
Development Econom-
ics (PIDE), stressed on
diversifying exports and

overcoming  overregula-
tion to create a favorable
business environment

amid rising regional trade
competition, exposing
asymmetrical trade capaci-
ties between Pakistan and
India. Amid the signing of
the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between India and
the EU, Sri Lankan Securi-
ty and geopolitical expert,
Mr. Asanga Abeyagoonase-
kera highlighted that trade
agreements are intertwined
with strategic goals. The

agreement would disrupt
trade. For South Asia to
reclaim trade and economic
security, it is important to
convert its monopolies into
assets. Mr. Shakeel Ahmad
Ramay, CEO of the Asian
Institute of Eco-civilization
Research and Development
(AIRED), suggested estab-
lishing large-scale compa-
nies pertinent to develop-
ment. He pointed out that
certain domestic structural
barriers are preventing
trade opportunities. There-
fore, the broadening of
trading partners is crucial
as the economic structures
grow. Pakistan should be
prudent in weighing FTA
opportunities.

IRS—MolIB host reception for
Kazakhstan media delegation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Regional Studies (IRS), Is-
lamabad, in collaboration with the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MolB), jointly hosted a reception in
honour of a Kazakhstan Media Delegation at the Pak-Chi-
na Friendship Centre, Islamabad. The reception featured
addresses by Mr. Ataullah Tarar, Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting; H.E. Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin, Am-
bassador of Kazakhstan to Pakistan; Ambassador Jauhar
Saleem, President IRS; Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed;
and Mr. Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister on Tourism. The event provided a valuable
platform for exchanging perspectives on deepening bilat-
eral relations and enhancing cooperation between the me-
dia communities of Pakistan and Kazakhstan. Prominent
voices from academia and the media fraternity, including
Dr. Adam Saud, Professor, Bahria University Islamabad;
Dr. Taraq Waheed, Head of Department, SZABIST; sen-
ior anchors and journalists Mr. Shaukat Paracha and Mr.
Farooq Hassan; as well as Mr. Yargali, a journalist from
Kazakhstan, highlighted the growing importance of Paki-
stan-Kazakhstan relations at a time of renewed bilateral
momentum. The reception was also attended by a number
of distinguished guests, including Ms.Farah Naz Akbar(Par-
liamentary Secretary Federal Education & Professional
Training), Ms. Shamaila Rana(MNA), Mr. Ashfag Ahmad
Khalid, Secretary Information; and Ms. Raisa Adil, Exec-
utive Director General, External Publicity Wing, MolB,
among others.

The event drew a diverse audience comprising media pro-
fessionals, academics, diplomats, and senior government

officials, reflecting broad-based interest in Pakistan’s ex-
panding engagement with Central Asia. In his address,
Mr. Ataullah Tarar emphasized the strategic importance
of Pakistan-Kazakhstan relations and called for broader,
sustained, and meaningful cooperation across key sectors,
including energy, culture, tourism, trade, education, sci-
ence and technology, media, and people-to-people exchang-
es. He further noted that the recent visit of the President
of Kazakhstan to Pakistan, Mr. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev,
underscored the growing importance both countries at-
tach to high-level bilateral engagement and strategic dia-
logue. Mr. Tarar stated that the governments of Pakistan
and Kazakhstan are entering into several agreements and
memoranda of understanding aimed at materializing broad-
er cooperation and translating shared intent into tangible
outcomes. He expressed confidence that these initiatives
would significantly deepen collaboration across multiple
sectors and elevate Pakistan-Kazakhstan relations to new
heights, reflecting a shared vision for long-term partner-
ship and regional connectivity. In his remarks, Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed described Pakistan-Kazakhstan
relations as a vital pillar of Pakistan’s broader engagement
with Central Asia, rooted in shared history, mutual re-
spect, and converging strategic interests. He underscored
Kazakhstan’s pivotal role in regional stability, connectivity,
and economic cooperation, and highlighted Pakistan’s geo-
strategic position as a natural gateway linking Central Asia
with South Asia and beyond. Senator Sayed also commend-
ed the exemplary role played by H.E. Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin,
Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Pakistan, in strengthening
bilateral ties through proactive diplomacy and sustained
engagement, which he noted had significantly contributed
to deepening mutual trust and cooperation.

FGP hosts session on leveraging Al

ISLAMABAD: Freedom
Gate Prosperity (FGP) has
organized a focused pro-

munication, programme
design, monitoring, and
decision-making  process-

stressed that Al should be
viewed as a supporting tool
for human judgment, not a

institutions, including data
analysis, content develop-
ment, stakeholder engage-

fessional learning session
titled “The AI Advantage
2026: Practical Applica-
tions for the Development
Sector” at its Islamabad
office, bringing together
development practitioners
to explore how artificial
intelligence can be respon-
sibly and effectively inte-
grated into development
programming. The session
was designed to build prac-
tical understanding of Al
tools, their relevance for
development organizations,
and their potential role in
improving research, com-

es. Rather than promoting
technology for its own sake,
the discussion emphasized
context-appropriate,  eth-
ical, and impact-oriented
use of Al, particularly in
resource-constrained  de-
velopment settings. The
interactive session was fa-
cilitated by Asad Rafi, a dig-
ital innovation expert, who
provided a structured over-
view of how Al is already
influencing global develop-
ment practice. He demon-
strated real-world use cases
relevant to NGOs, research
organizations, and policy

ment, and operational effi-
ciency.

Participants also discussed
the limitations, risks, and
governance considera-
tions associated with Al
adoption. The event was
coordinated by Sabrina
Shahzad, who ensured ef-
fective engagement and
flow of discussions, while
Muhammad Anwar, CEO of
Freedom Gate Prosperity,
welcomed participants and
highlighted the need for
development professionals
to proactively understand
emerging technologies. He

replacement, and must be
aligned with community
needs, ethical standards,
and institutional account-
ability. The session at-

tracted professionals
from the development
sector who  actively

shared perspectives on
capacity gaps, data chal-
lenges, and opportunities
for responsible innovation.
Participants noted the im-
portance of continuous
learning to keep pace with
technological change while
safeguarding development
values.—APP

ICT Police
tighten grip
in January

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Police re-
corded a significant improvement in law and order during
January 2026, with overall crime declining by 31 percent and
heinous crimes dropping by 50 percent compared to the cor-
responding period last year, reflecting the impact of sustained
crackdowns against criminal elements in the federal capital. A
police spokesperson told APP on Wednesday that during the
month, ICT Police arrested 2,161 accused persons involved
in various criminal activities and recovered over Rs17.8 mil-
lion worth of stolen property. As part of focused operations
against organized crime, police busted 40 gangs involved
in dacoity, robbery, car and motorcycle theft, arresting 99
gang members. The arrested suspects led police to the
recovery of 31 cars, 47 motorcycles, and looted cash and
valuables worth millions of rupees. The spokesperson said
Islamabad Police also intensified action against proclaimed
offenders and habitual criminals, resulting in the arrest of
483 absconders and repeat offenders during the month.
In a major drive against land-grabbing, police arrested sev-
en accused and registered 10 cases against members
of the qabza mafia, ensuring protection of public and
private property. Under the “Weapon-Free Islamabad”
campaign, indiscriminate action was taken against ille-
gal arms possession and display. Police arrested 205
accused and recovered 28 rifles, nine guns, 155 pistols,
18 daggers and 1,376 rounds of ammunition from their
possession. Similarly, under the anti-narcotics campaign
“Nasha Ab Nahi,” Islamabad Police registered 151 cas-
es and arrested 153 drug peddlers, recovering 29 kilo-
grams of hashish, over 18 kilograms of heroin, more
than 14 kilograms of ice (crystal meth) and 719 bottles
of liquor. To ensure public facilitation and quick redres-
sal of grievances, police officers organized over 70 open
courts across the city during January, while 538 profession-
al beggars were arrested as part of efforts to curb organ-
ized begging. For crime prevention and area domination,
police conducted more than 137 search and combing oper-
ations across different sectors and rural areas of Islamabad.
Commenting on the performance, Muhammad Jawad Tariq,
DIG Islamabad, said that protection of citizens’ lives and prop-
erty remained the top priority of Islamabad Police. -DNA

Hajj 2026
preparations
progressing

ontime

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Religious Affairs,
Sardar Muhammad Yousaf,
on Wednesday expressed
confidence in the timely
completion of Hajj 2026
preparations, highlight-
ing the implementation of
a fully digitalized system
and improved facilities for
pilgrims. In an exclusive
interview with a private
news channel, Religious
Minister Sardar Muham-
mad Yousaf reflected on
last year’s Hajj, noting that
pilgrims received excellent
services, which earned
awards and shields in recog-
nition of the team’s efforts.
He assured that Hajj 2026
preparations have already
been completed on sched-
ule, with a strong focus on
modern and efficient servic-
es for pilgrims, adding that
the arrangements include
expanded medical support,
featuring additional dispen-
saries and a fully equipped
hospital, alongside profes-
sional training programs for
staff. Pilgrims will benefit
from convenient accommo-
dations near holy sites,
nutritious and high-quality
food and improved trans-
port services, minister said,
adding that the implementa-
tion of a fully digitalized visa
and travel system, aimed at
simplifying processes and
ensuring a seamless ex-
perience. Additionally, he
emphasized the extension
of the “Road to Makkah”
project with rail connec-
tivity, which will facilitate
easier and faster travel for
pilgrims.—APP

Shaza arrives
in Kuwait on
two-day visit

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Information
Technology and Telecom-
munication Shaza Fatima
Khawaja arrived in Kuwait
on Wednesday on a two-day
official visit. During the
visit, she will hold several
high-level meetings with
global leaders and counter-
parts from member coun-
tries. According to a news
release, the minister will
attend the General Assem-
bly of the Digital Cooper-
ation Organization (DCO)
and meet representatives
of member states. She will
also participate in the open-
ing ceremony of the DCO’s
fifth General Assembly,
where she is scheduled to
interact with global lead-
ers and deliver a keynote
address. Shaza Fatima will
take part in the DCO’s the-
matic ministerial roundta-
ble and hold meetings with
ministers from member
countries. Discussions dur-
ing the visit will focus on
artificial intelligence and its
related risks. She will also
engage with global policy-
makers on emerging digital
challenges.—APP

MOST EXPERIENCED
MARUFACTURERS &
EXPORTERS 0F
MARTIAL ARTS UNIFORNS

5 UNIFORMS AND
COLOURED BELTS }




05

The power of
passive resistance

HAassaN BIN YOUSSEF YASSIN

the multilateral institutions we set up at the close of the Second

World War, such as the UN, have lost their effectiveness in a world
of escalating hard power and great power rivalry. Where we could once
count on cooperation and a rules-based international order, much of the
world is now at the mercy of the narrow self-interest and bullying of a few
great powers. Their power is expressed today through bluster, propagan-
da, a loss of transparency and predictability, and the constant threat of
economic or military conflict. We are left decidedly in a world we no longer
recognize and in which we appear subservient. The World Economic Fo-
rum Annual Meeting in Davos, whose 2026 edition took place last month,
has become somewhat of a caricature of itself over the past few years. A
group of overprivileged, elitist politicians and businessmen pat each other
on the back, give a series of boring speeches and put on a somewhat com-
ical display. This year, however, thanks to US President Donald Trump’s
threats over Greenland, was different, prompting a reaction in particular
from Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney. He summarized the reality
we face in the world today in a clear and succinct 15-minute speech.
The prime minister stated that it need not follow that, in a world where
the strong can do what they want, the rest of the world has no choice but
to submit. He called upon Czech dissident, and later president, Vaclav
Havel’s example of the greengrocer from his 1978 essay “The Power
of the Powerless.” A greengrocer who every day puts up a sign reading
“Workers of the World Unite” in his shop window to signal his assumed
support for the communist regime one day decides to remove the sign.
The illusion of support for the regime begins to crack as a result, as
everyone else follows suit and discards their assumed public support for
their private opposition. The bottom line of Havel’s essay is that “the
power of the powerless lies in their unity” and can overcome even the
most powerful behemoths. The power of truth, decency and the unity of
ordinary people can overcome even the greatest power
In the 1930s, another man exemplified this model of passive resistance
based on universal values: Mohandas Gandhi. Faced with 200 years of
British occupation (counting the period of the British Raj and the East
India Company), backed with 600,000 British soldiers and hundreds of

FOR some years now, we have been coming to the realization that
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thousands of British-led Indian police, a simple act of passive resistance,
of expressing human dignity, brought the entire empire crumbling down.
Nelson Mandela is another example of the power of the powerless. He
brought people together by expressing dignity and decency and the im-
morality of discrimination, thereby dismantling South Africa’s long-stand-
ing system of apartheid and opening a hopeful new chapter for all South
Africans. When all hope appears lost, the power of truth, decency and
the unity of ordinary people can overcome even the greatest power.
Where once there was silence, a whisper turns into the resounding voice
of the people, challenging domination and injustice.

Carney admitted that the fiction of a rules-based international order and
American hegemony had been a useful one and, as a result, we all gladly
placed our signs in the window. Today, however, our eyes are open and
we must “actively take on the world as it is, not wait around for a world
we wish to be.” Most countries still have good reason to work together
and cooperate, building coalitions issue by issue to address major global
problems and staying true to our values.

I believe many of us had already been thinking, subconsciously, what
Carney expressed so eloquently Carney concluded: “Nostalgia is not a
strategy, but we believe that from the fracture, we can build something
bigger, better, stronger, more just. This is the task of the middle powers,
the countries that have the most to lose from a world of fortresses and
most to gain from genuine cooperation.”

I believe many of us had already been thinking, subconsciously, what
Carney expressed so eloquently. I concluded my previous article with
a quote from American cultural anthropologist Margaret Mead and I
think it takes on even more meaning here: “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; in-
deed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” We refuse to be bullied by the
simpletons of power and their threats, and I believe that many Amer-
icans share our opinion. Israel, which has also based its power on
force and arrogance, will not succeed in subduing the dignity of real
people either; again, many Israelis hold the same thoughts. We all
know that the real issues sensible people and nations must address
most urgently concern the ongoing degradation of our environment
and the growing injustices and incitement of hatred around the world.
As Havel’s greengrocer, Gandhi, Mandela and Martin Luther King Jr.
all did, it is up to us to stand up for humanity, for peace and for the
mutual benefits that can be achieved for all if we work together, with
honesty, integrity and shared human values.

The old world order is no more, but that certainly does not mean that
we cannot build a new one — even a better one — together. Hassan bin
Youssef Yassin worked closely with Saudi petroleum ministers Abdul-
lah Tariki and Ahmed Zaki Yamani from 1959 to 1967.

How Uzbekistan is transforming its youth
into an engine of national progress

Adam Saud

Uzbekistan is constantly
increasing its annual
budget for educational
reforms. Modernization of
school infrastructure, with
availability of state of the
art modern laboratories
alongwith availability of
high tech computers and
fast internet connectivity,
has been prioritized.
To achieve the ultimate
objective of economically
productive and socially
responsible students,

a new educational
architecture is being
materialised at all
the levels. It has
integrated the schools,
colleges, and universities
into a single eco system

UTURE of any country lies in the

destiny of its youth. There are few

nations which have youngest popu-
lation. Uzbekistan also has on the young-
est populations in the world. Out of total
38 million, one million people enters into
the adulthood every year, bringing with
them new hopes, creativity, and ideas. Uz-
bekistan is on the right path to transform
this strength into the powerful engine of
national progress. On the directives of the
President of Uzbekistan, Mr. Shavkat Mir-
zioyev, a substantial chunk of annual budget
is spent on the youth development.
For this purpose, education and sports have
been given immense importance in state’s
policy. These policies have resulted in the
global recognition of Uzbek players particu-
larly in the fields of soccer, athletics, chess,
wrestling, and many more. Uzbekistan’s soc-
cer team has qualified for the FIFA World
Cup for the first time. This is a marvelous
achievement, which other Central Asian
counterparts are still awaiting. Anoth-
er important area which has been given
prime importance in state’s policy is the
digitilisation and technological innovations
in an age of Artificial Intelligence.
Uzbekistan is constantly increasing its annu-
al budget for educational reforms. Modern-
ization of school infrastructure, with availa-
bility of state of the art modern laboratories
alongwith availability of high tech computers
and fast internet connectivity, has been pri-
oritized. To achieve the ultimate objective of

Kashmir Solidarity Day

Muhammad Mohsin Igbal

The legal and moral
foundation of the Kashmir
dispute lies in the
resolutions adopted by the
United Nations Commission
for India and Pakistan in
1948 and 1949. These
resolutions affirmed a simple
yet powerful democratic
principle: the future of the
State of Jammu and Kashmir
was to be determined by the
free and impartial will of
its people, expressed
through a plebiscite
conducted under United
Nations supervision.
Both Pakistan and India
accepted these resolutions...

ONFLICTS among human societies are as old

as civilisation itself. Differences of belief, ter-

ritory, power, and perception have repeatedly
pushed nations and communities into confrontation.
History shows that such disputes are resolved in only a
few recognised ways: through the imposition of force,
through reconciliation by mutual consent, or through
impartial mediation supported by law and moral au-
thority. Where none of these paths is followed with
sincerity, conflicts harden with time, embedding them-
selves into collective memory and passing unresolved
from one generation to the next. Since the middle of
the twentieth century, the world has witnessed only a
few disputes of such longevity, notably the division of
the Korean Peninsula, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the
unresolved dispute over Jammu and Kashmir between
Pakistan and India. Among these, Kashmir remains one
of the most morally troubling, for it is anchored in clear
international commitments that have remained unful-
filled for more than seven decades.
The legal and moral foundation of the Kashmir dispute
lies in the resolutions adopted by the United Nations
Commission for India and Pakistan in 1948 and 1949.
These resolutions affirmed a simple yet powerful dem-
ocratic principle: the future of the State of Jammu and
Kashmir was to be determined by the free and impartial
will of its people, expressed through a plebiscite con-
ducted under United Nations supervision. Both Pakistan
and India accepted these resolutions, which laid down
detailed safeguards to ensure fairness, including demil-
itarisation, the withdrawal or neutralisation of armed
forces, the appointment of an internationally respected
Plebiscite Administrator, the release of political prison-
ers, the protection of minorities, freedom of expression
and assembly, and the complete absence of coercion or
intimidation. A ceasefire came into effect on 1 January
1949, raising hopes that a just settlement was within
reach. Yet the plebiscite was never held. Disagreements
over procedure, coupled with political reluctance and
shifting strategic calculations, froze the process, while
the promise itself remained outstanding.
Despite the passage of time, Kashmir continues to fig-
ure on the agenda of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, a rare acknowledgment that the dispute has neither
been resolved nor rendered obsolete. Meanwhile, real-
ities on the ground have steadily deteriorated. In Indi-
an-administered Kashmir, generations have grown up
amid heavy militarisation, prolonged states of emergen-

economically productive and socially respon-
sible students, a new educational architec-
ture is being materialised at all the levels.
It has integrated the schools, colleges, and
universities into a single eco system.
Students at 9th grade are assessed and
according to their aptitude and interests,
they are either sent to the traditional ed-
ucational system or modernized technical
education. In order to facilitate students in
technical colleges and universities, a pro-
cess of upgradation has been started.
From 2026, every year, around one hun-
dred technical and vocational institutes
will be renovated and modernized with
the help of international partners espe-
cially, European states, USA, and China.
Under the new youth policy, students and
young people are encouraged for startups
and entrepreneurship. For the startups
and incubation, they are provided inter-
est free loans in this regard as well. The
Policy also integrates theory with practice
by providing the students with paid intern-
ship opportunities. Besides teaching in
the classes, the students have to complete
internships in the relevant industry for
practical knowledge and gaining skills.
Recently, Uzbek government has permit-
ted to open the private universities. It has
resulted into the establishment of few good
private universities. Moreover, under the
educational policy, foreign universities from
selected countries have also been allowed
to open their campuses in Uzbekistan. Cur-

rently there are few British and Russian uni-
versities educating the young people of Uz-
bekistan. In order to equip Uzbek youth with
international learning, dedicated foreign lan-
guages universities have been established.
Besides education, promotion of sports
and culture are other domains where state
is investing a lot. Reading and research
culture is being enhanced through mul-
tiple methods. Mahallah (neighborhood)
structure is vital for the preservation and
promotion of culture and sports activities.
Young people are provided with space in
this structure to learn solidarity, mutual
respect, and civic engagement.
As a frequent visitor to Uzbekistan, I person-
ally have seen dreams, hope, and urge for a
brighter future in the eyes of Uzbek youth.
Their social behavior is matchless. Under
state initiatives, they have been groomed in
a way where will not only be productive citi-
zens but good human beings as well. When-
ever, visitors pass through mahallahs, young
people will greet you with Assalam-o-Alykum,
and elders will offer you chai (tea) and Plov.
This friendly behavior reflects the great
Uzbek hospitality. Investing in youth and
education is not an expense; it is the most
reliable investment in national security,
economic growth, and social stability. A
country that educates its youth well does
not fear the future—it shapes it.
— The writer is the Professor of Inter-
national Relations at Bahria University,
Islamabad, Pakistan

and an Unfulfilled Right

cy, restrictions on political activity, and recurring cycles
of unrest and repression. The revocation of the region’s
special status in 2019 further deepened Kashmiri anxie-
ties, particularly fears of demographic engineering and
the erosion of cultural and political identity. Allegations
of human rights violations, curbs on religious practic-
es, and restrictions on communication have reinforced
the sense of collective grievance and alienation. For
Pakistan, Kashmir has never been merely a territorial
dispute. It occupies a central place in the country’s
ideological, historical, and strategic consciousness.
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s description of
Kashmir as the “jugular vein of Pakistan” was not a
rhetorical flourish but an articulation of an existential
reality. The Muslim majority of Kashmir, its cultural
and religious affinities with Pakistan, and the logic un-
derpinning the Partition of 1947 made its unresolved
status a profound anomaly. The Two-Nation Theory,
which formed the basis of Pakistan’s creation, rested
on the recognition of distinct religious, cultural, and
political identities. The continued denial of self-de-
termination to the people of Kashmir stands in stark
contradiction to that principle and remains a source of
enduring instability in South Asia.

Beyond ideology and history, Kashmir’s importance is
inseparable from Pakistan’s economic and environmen-
tal security. The great rivers that sustain Pakistan’s ag-
riculture and economy—the Indus, Jhelum, and Chen-
ab—originate in the Himalayan region of Kashmir.
These waters irrigate fields, generate electricity, and
provide drinking water to millions. Control over their
sources, therefore, carries implications far beyond
cartography. Repeated disputes over water manage-
ment and challenges to the Indus Waters Treaty have
heightened fears that water, one of the most vital re-
sources of life, could become a tool of political pres-
sure. In this sense, Kashmir is not simply a contested
territory; it is a lifeline whose stability directly affects
Pakistan’s survival and prosperity.

The strategic dimension of Kashmir further complicates
the dispute. Its geography places it at the crossroads of
South and Central Asia, making it vital for regional trade,
security, and defence. The Line of Control remains one
of the most militarised and volatile borders in the world,
where even minor incidents carry the risk of escalation
between two nuclear-armed states. The continued insta-
bility of the region not only threatens bilateral relations
but also undermines broader regional peace.

Every year on 5 February, observed in Pakistan as
Kashmir Solidarity Day, the people of Pakistan, Kash-
miris on both sides of the Line of Control, and mem-
bers of the global diaspora reaffirm their support
for the Kashmiri right to self-determination. Rallies,
seminars, and official statements recall the unful-
filled United Nations resolutions and call upon the
international community to honour its commitments.
These expressions are peaceful and lawful, rooted in
international norms. Yet a sobering question persists:
can a people be expected to commemorate an unkept
promise indefinitely, carrying the weight of unfulfilled
justice from one generation to another?

India maintains that Jammu and Kashmir is an inte-
gral part of its territory and that the matter is pure-
ly bilateral. Pakistan, supported by international law
and United Nations resolutions, maintains that the
dispute is international in character and that the right
to self-determination is inalienable and cannot be nul-
lified by the passage of time or unilateral actions. So
long as this fundamental contradiction remains unre-
solved, peace in South Asia will continue to rest on
fragile ground. Recent regional developments have
subtly altered diplomatic perceptions.

Pakistan’s conduct during periods of heightened
tension, particularly in 2025, demonstrated re-
straint and responsibility, reinforcing its image as
a mature and credible state. Acknowledgements
by major international actors regarding ceasefire
facilitation underscored this shift. Emerging from
internal challenges, Pakistan today speaks with
greater confidence and dignity on the world stage.
This renewed standing places an added responsibil-
ity upon its leadership to move beyond symbolic re-
membrance and to pursue a principled, sustained,
and effective diplomatic campaign for Kashmir.
Kashmir is not merely a political dispute, nor solely a
strategic concern. It is a question of justice for a people
denied the right to choose their destiny, a test of mor-
al credibility for the international community, and an
unfinished chapter of history that continues to shape
the future of South Asia. Justice delayed for more
than seventy-five years is not only justice denied; it is
a continuing indictment of an international order that
pledged fairness but failed to deliver it. Until the voices
of the Kashmiri people are finally heard, the promise
of peace in the region will remain incomplete, and the
conscience of the world will remain unsettled.
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than in 2016—with Uzbek
exports surpassing $320
million. Leadership on both
sides has set an ambitious
target of $2 billion “in the
near future,” bolstered
by the Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) signed in
2022 and operational since
2023. The PTA currently
offers customs benefits for
17 categories of goods from
each side, with negotiations
underway to expand the
list substantially. Business
engagement is thriving. As
of late 2025, around 180
Pakistani-invested compa-
nies operate in Uzbekistan,
active in textiles, food pro-
cessing, pharmaceuticals,
construction, and logis-
tics. Pakistani investments
reached approximately $70
million from January to July
2025, nearly double the
2024 figure. Uzbek firms
are exploring opportunities
in Pakistan for household
appliances, tractors, smart
meters, and more, paving
the way for technology
transfer and joint ventures.
Trade facilitation measures
are accelerating: Uzbeki-
stan established trade hous-
es in Lahore and Karachi
in 2025, while Pakistan
plans reciprocal missions in
Tashkent and Samarkand.
Business forums and exhi-
bitions have proven highly
effective— the “Made in
Pakistan” event in Tashkent
(2024) and the “Made in
Uzbekistan” exhibition in
Lahore (February 2025)
generated agreements
worth hundreds of millions,
including $500 million from
the Lahore event alone.
Energy  cooperation is
emerging as a strategic pil-
lar, with potential in oil and
gas exploration, infrastruc-
ture modernization, and
diversification to enhance
security and support indus-
trial growth. In the digital
domain, collaboration in
software, IT solutions for
public services, and start-
ups is gaining traction as
a fastmoving frontier for
innovation and competitive-
ness. The Uzbekistan-Pa-
kistan relationship is fully
geared to become a central
pillar in the emerging ar-
chitecture linking Central
and South Asia. President
Mirziyoyev’s visit, coincid-
ing with preparations for
deepened PTA implementa-
tion, railway advancements,
and expanded industrial
partnerships, signals a shift
from goodwill to pragmatic,
results-oriented cooper-
ation. As Prime Minister
Sharif once noted in praise
of Uzbekistan’s reforms,
“miracles are possible only
through a clear vision,
high dynamism, hard work,
and a resolute pursuit of a
common goal.” The Febru-
ary 2026 summit holds the
promise of realizing that vi-
sion, forging a partnership
that benefits not only the
two nations but the broader
region. The visit marks the
second visit of President
Mirziyoyev to Pakistan, sig-
nalling the upward trajecto-
ry in bilateral relations root-
ed in shared history, faith,
and common aspirations
for peace and prosperity in
Central and South Asia.

PTI KP
leadership
‘at odds’...

From Pace 01
He warned that lockdowns
and road closures would di-
rectly affect the public and
create political difficulties for
the Imran Khanfounded par-
ty in KP. The sources added
that MNA Atif Khan support-
ed Shahid Khattak’s stance
during the meeting. Khattak
also suggested that a list be
compiled of party members
who did not participate in pro-
tests outside Adiala jail. The
meeting reportedly turned
heated when PTI Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa President Junaid
Akbar expressed frustration,
saying the leadership is under
pressure from “appeasing”
everyone. Whom are we sup-
posed to appease? First Alee-
ma Khan, then the workers,
and now you.... Whom should
we convince?” Akbar told
Khattak. Earlier, TTAP an-
nounced a nationwide strike
on February 8 and maintained
that it would prove to be a
“decisive turning point in the
struggle for restoration of con-
stitutional rights, protection
of right to vote and uphold-
ing democratic principles.”

PM, Kazak President unveil
plaques for sports center

A ceremony was held at the Prime Minister s House where the PM Shehbaz
Sharif and the Kazakhstan President unveiled the commemorative plaque
for the establishment of the Kazakhstan—Pakistan Dostik Sports Centre,
aimed at further strengthening bilateral cooperation in the field of sports

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and
President of Kazakhstan Kass-
ym-Jomart Tokayev on Wednes-
day unveiled commemorative
plaques for the establishment of
two mutual initiatives related to

sports and education.

A ceremony was held at the
Prime Minister’s House where
the PM Shehbaz Sharif and the
Kazakhstan President unveiled
the commemorative plaque for
the establishment of the Kazakh-
Dostik  Sports
Centre, aimed at further strength-
ening bilateral cooperation in
the field of sports. In addition, a
commemorative plaque was also
unveiled for the establishment
of three centres in the education
sector to promote cooperation be-
tween academic institutions and
students of the two countries.

Under this initiative, a Techni-
cal Research Centre will be es-
tablished through collaboration
among three universities, along
with the establishment of the
Ahmed Yasawi Research Centre

stan-Pakistan

and the Al-Farabi Centre.
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Polio drive day 2:
64% target achieved

ISLAMABAD: The second
day of the year’s first polio
vaccination campaign con-
cluded in the federal capital,
with health teams reaching
64 percent of the overall
target. During the four-day
drive, a total of 293,780
children have received polio
drops so far, officials reported
at a review meeting chaired
by the Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad. According to the
district administration, vacci-
nation teams continued door-
todoor visits across urban
and rural areas on the second
day of the campaign. The fo-
cus remained on ensuring ac-
cess to every household and
covering children under the
age of five. Officials said pro-
gress remained on track, with
teams meeting daily targets
despite operational challeng-
es. The meeting reviewed
field reports submitted by
polio workers and supervi-

sory staff. Progress achieved
during the first two days was
discussed in detail, along with
planning for the remaining
days of the campaign.

Security arrangements for
polio teams were also re-
viewed during the meeting.
Officials discussed meas-
ures taken to ensure the
safety of field staff and the
smooth movement of vac-
cination teams. The admin-
istration was briefed on co-
ordination between district
authorities, law enforce-
ment agencies, and health
departments to support un-
interrupted field activities.
Special attention was given to
refusal cases reported during
the campaign. The meeting
was informed that 264 refusal
cases were recorded during
the first two days. Officials
said these cases were ad-
dressed through immediate
engagement with families.

Community elders, local
administration, and health
officials were involved to re-
solve concerns and ensure
vaccination. Briefing partici-
pants said that refusal cases
were handled on the spot, and
children in these households
were later administered polio
drops. The administration
stressed the importance of
early reporting and prompt
response to such cases to
avoid gaps in coverage.

The meeting was attended
by the Additional Deputy
Commissioner East, Assis-
tant Commissioners, and
senior officials from the
Health Department. They
shared updates on field su-
pervision, team attendance,
vaccine supply, and report-
ing mechanisms. Officials
noted that daily monitor-
ing helped identify issues
quickly and allowed timely
corrective steps. - APP

UN experts
alarmed
over Imaan
conviction

FroMm Pace 01
which resulted in lengthy
prison sentences “for sim-
ply exercising rights guar-
anteed by international
human rights law”.
“Lawyers, like other in-
dividuals, are entitled to
freedom of expression.
The exercise of this right
should never be conflat-
ed with criminal conduct,
especially not terrorism,”
they were quoted as say-
ing, while also emphasis-
ing the vague definition of
terrorism-related offences
under Pakistan’s coun-
ter-terrorism framework.
“Doing so risks under-
mining and criminalising
the work of lawyers and
human rights defend-
ers across Pakistan and
has a chilling effect on
civil society in the coun-
try,” the experts said.

Japanese CG

highlights bilateral
cooperation

KARACHI: The Consul General of Japan in Karachi,
HATTORI Masaru, hosted the “Emperor’s Birthday Re-
ception” (National Day Celebration) on Tuesday to cel-
ebrate the 66th birthday of the Emperor Naruhito here
at a local hotel. The event was attended by distinguished
guests, including the Chief Guest of the event, Governor
Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori and other notable figures
from various sectors. In his welcome remarks, Consul
General HATTORI expressed his utmost pleasure at
hosting his third national day reception in Karachi. He
reflected on the longstanding and cordial relations be-
tween Japan and Pakistan, highlighting recent efforts to
enhance bilateral cooperations. He reaffirmed Japan’s
commitment to strengthening ties with Pakistan and
collaborating with the federal and provincial govern-
ments to promote mutual development and prosperi-
ty. Consul General HATTORI also emphasized Japan’s
significant contributions to Pakistan’s socio-economic
development, particularly in the fields of disaster pre-
vention, healthcare and education. Governor Sindh, in
his remarks, presented his wholehearted congratulations
to the Japanese government and people on their nation-
al day. He acknowledged Japan’s role in catering to the
needs of Pakistani workers and students in Japan and
recognized Japan’s role in promoting sustainable growth
and mutual cooperation. Furthermore, he emphasized
the importance of further enhancing collaboration be-
tween Sindh and Japan across various sectors. - Agencies

US renews trade
subsidy pact with
African countries

WASHINGTON: The United States on Tuesday renewed the
African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) through the end
of the year, an agreement that allows many African countries
to access the US market duty-free. US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer said in a statement that President Donald
Trump had signed into law a reauthorization of the trade pref-
erence program through December 31, 2026, with retroactive
effect from September 30, 2025 - the date it had expired.
“AGOA for the 21st century must demand more from our trad-
ing partners and yield more market access for US businesses,
farmers, and ranchers,” Greer said. Trump has used trade and
tariffs - which he has called his “favorite word” - as a carrot
and a stick to reshape international relations, as he sees fit.
In a statement, Greer vowed to “work with Congress
over the next year to modernize the program to align
with” current US policy. A cornerstone of US-Africa | In
trade relations for 25 years, the AGOA has allowed the
United States to buy billions of dollars of duty-free cars,
clothes and other items from select African countries
each year. But the deal, which operates in 32 African
nations, expired last September, affecting thousands of
jobs and forcing exporters to absorb high tariff duties.
In 2024, $8.23 billion worth of goods were exported under
the accord, half of which came from South Africa, mainly
cars, precious metals and farm produce, and one-fifth from
Nigeria, mainly oil and other energy products, according to
the United States International Trade Commission (USI-
TC). Smaller countries were hard hit, too. Lesotho’s tex-
tiles sector, the country’s biggest employer, was hard hit by
AGOA’s expiration, and hundreds of workers demonstrated
in the capital, Maseru, in late October against cuts sparked
by the new American customs tariffs. - Agencies

Russian
drone
strikes

kill four

KYIV: Russian and Ukraini-
an drones strikes have killed
four people in east Ukraine,
officials on both sides said
on Wednesday. Two people
were killed by a Russian
drone strike on Ukraine's
Dnipropetrovsk region ear-
ly on Wednesday, while an-
other two people died after
a late Tuesday Ukrainian
drone strike in the Lugansk
region, nearly all of which is
controlled by Russian forces.
Dnipropetrovsk, "a
68-year-old woman and
a 38yearold man were
killed" in the attack on Syn-
elnykivsky district, Mykola
Lukashuk, the head of the
regional administration,
said on Telegram. In Lu-
gansk, "a young man and
a 20-year-old woman were
killed in a drone attack on
the Novokrassnyanka" that
hit a minibus, the local
government said on Tele-
gram, adding that the drone
was launched by Ukrain-
ian forces. - Agencies

X hits back aiter France
summons Elon Musk

PARIS: French prosecutors on Tuesday
searched the Paris offices of Elon Musk’s
X as part of an investigation into alleged
political interference and sexual deepfakes
and summoned Musk in what the social
media giant slammed as “politicized” raids.
The search came as both Britain and the
European Union have opened investigations
into the creation of sexualised deepfakes of
women and children by Musk’s Al chatbot
Grok. A proposal by Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez to become the latest country
to ban social media for under 16s enraged
Musk who on Tuesday called Sanchez “a ty-
rant and traitor” to Spain’s people. French
authorities conducted a search on Tuesday at
X’s French premises as part of an investiga-
tion, which began in January 2025, over alle-
gations that X’s algorithm was used to inter-
fere in French politics. It now also includes a
probe into the Grok Al tool’s dissemination
of Holocaust denials and sexual deepfakes.

EU police agency Europol said it provided
an analyst to give on-the-ground support in
the search. “The Paris Public Prosecutor’s
office widely publicized the raid - making
clear that today’s action was an abusive act of
law enforcement theater designed to achieve
illegitimate political objectives rather than
advance legitimate law enforcement goals,”
X’s Global Government Affairs team posted
on the platform. “The allegations underlying

today’s raid are baseless and X categorically
denies any wrongdoing.” The Paris prosecu-
tor’s office said that “summons for voluntary
interviews on April 20, 2026, in Paris have
been sent to Mr Elon Musk and Ms Linda
Yaccarino, in their capacity as de facto and de
jure managers of the X platform at the time
of the events” being investigated.

Yaccarino resigned as CEO of X in July last
year after two years at the helm of the com-
pany. The French probe focuses on alleged
offences including complicity in possessing
child sexual abuse material and denial of
crimes against humanity. X employees have
also been summoned to appear between
April 20 and 24 “to be heard as witness-
es”, said Paris prosecutor Laure Beccuau,
whose office announced in a final message
on X it would be leaving the platform. Tel-
egram founder Pavel Durov - who is under
investigation in France over illegal content
on his messaging app - also blasted the raid.
“France is the only country in the world that
is criminally persecuting all social networks
that give people some degree of freedom,”
the Russian-born entrepreneur wrote on X,
naming Telegram, TikTok, and X. Durov, who
holds French and Russian passports, has
been accused of complicity in running an on-
line platform that allowed illicit transactions,
images of child sex abuse and other illegal
content. He denies the allegations. - DNA

WTO0 must ‘reform or die’: talks facilitator

The Geneva-based organisation faced structural and geopolitical obstacles
long before US President Donald Trump returned to the White House
dramatically ratcheting up global trade tensions

last year,

GENEVA: Successfully reforming the WTO
is a matter of life and death for the organi-
sation, warns the facilitator of talks on re-
vamping the global trade body.

The World Trade Organization regulates
large swathes of global trade but is handi-
capped by a rule requiring full consensus
among members, and a dispute settlement
system crippled by the United States.
Reform will be at the heart of the WT'O’s min-
isterial meeting in Cameroon next month.
The Geneva-based organisation faced struc-
tural and geopolitical obstacles long before
US President Donald Trump returned to the
White House last year, dramatically ratchet-
ing up global trade tensions. “We need to

reform,” Norway’s ambassador to the WTO
Petter Olberg told AFP in a recent inter-
view. “Reform or die.” Olberg said he was
preparing a “reform work plan, which we
will ask (trade ministers) to endorse” in
Yaounde during the March 26-29 meeting.
Many of the WTO’s 166 members agree
with Olberg on the importance of signifi-
cantly overhauling the organisation.

“The WTO is at a critical and, in fact, an ex-
istential juncture,” he warned at the end of
January. The WTO was created in 1995 but
is based on a trading system established
shortly after the end of World War II.

The need for a revamp has been dis-
cussed for years, and was formally recog-

nised by the organisation’s 2022 ministe-
rial conference. But the discussions have
intensified significantly since Trump re-
turned to power, snubbing agreed trade
rules and wielding giant tariffs against
foes and friends alike. “Everyone realis-
es there’s a sense of urgency that wasn’t
there before,” Olberg said.

“This time... we have to do it.” The tariff
issue, he stressed, “is not the whole story,
but it certainly contributes to this sense of
urgency”. “Many, if not all countries are
affected by this, small or big.”

At the World Economic Forum in Davos last
month, WTO chief Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala point-
ed out that the trade agreements announced

by the Trump administration have not been no-
tified to the WTO, as required to ensure they
conform with the organisation’s rules. This
has raised concern that the deals could po-
tentially violate the WTO'’s so-called “mostfa-
voured nation” (MFN) principle, which aims
to extend any trade advantage granted to one
trading partner to all others, in a bid to avoid
discrimination. The United States itself indi-
cated to the WTO last December that it con-
siders the principle “unsuitable for this era”,
particularly given “some countries’ unwilling-
ness to pursue and uphold fair, market-orient-
ed competition” and “insistence on maintain-
ing economic systems that are fundamentally
incompatible with WTO principles”. - APP

UNSC calls
for account-
ability...

From Pace 01
importance of holding those
responsible for the attacks
— including perpetrators,
organisers, financiers, and
sponsors — accountable and
bringing them to justice.
The condemnation followed
days after the separatist Ba-
loch Liberation Army (BLA)
carried out multiple attacks,
targeting nearly a dozen loca-
tions and killing 22 security
personnel and 36 civilians.
In response, security forc-
es launched a wideranging
counterterrorism operation
across Balochistan, sources
said, killing 197 militants
linked to India-sponsored Fit-
na al-Hindustan, after coordi-
nated attacks struck 12 towns
in the province over a three-
day period. “The Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA) has
claimed responsibility for
the attacks. Members of the
Security Council expressed
their deepest condolences
to the families of the victims,
as well as to the government
and people of Pakistan, and
wished a swift and complete
recovery to those injured,”
the statement read. The
UNSC reiterated that terror-
ism, in all its forms and man-
ifestations, remains one of
the gravest threats to inter-
national peace and security.
The council members urged
all states to actively cooper-
ate with the government of
Pakistan, in line with interna-
tional law and relevant UNSC
resolutions, to counter ter-
rorism. They reaffirmed that
acts of terrorism are criminal
and unjustifiable, regardless
of motive, location, timing,
or those responsible, and
underlined the need for all
states to combat terrorist
threats in accordance with
the UN Charter and inter-
national human rights, refu-
gee, and humanitarian law.
On January 31, terrorists
belonging to Fitna al-Hin-
dustan carried out attacks,
targeting civilians in Quetta,
Mastung, Nushki, Dalban-
din, Kharan, Panjgur, Tump,
Gwadar, and Pasni. Chief
Minister Sarfraz Bugti had
said around 200 militants at-
tacked different parts of the
province, adding that most
of them have either been
chased out or killed. Bugti
said that militants deliber-
ately used civilians as human
shields during the attacks.

Pakistan
eyes $1bn
trade...

From Pace 01
The national anthems of Ka-
zakhstan and Pakistan were
played while both leaders
stood on the saluting dais.
A smartly attired contingent
of the three services of the
Pakistan armed forces pre-
sented the guard of honour,
which President Tokayev
reviewed. The two leaders in-
troduced their respective del-
egations to each other before
proceeding for one-on-one
meeting, followed by talks at
the delegation level. During
the talks, the two sides will
review the full spectrum of
bilateral relations and ex-
plore new avenues to further
deepen cooperation across
diverse sectors. Both sides
will also sign Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs)
and agreements to boost
bilateral ties. Later, the Ka-
zakh president also planted
a commemorative sapling in
the lawn of the Prime Min-
ister’s House. The route of
the Kazakhstan leader’s mo-
torcade and main avenues
of the federal capital were
decorated with Pakistani and
Kazakhstan flags as well as
the large portraits of Pres-
ident Tokayev. Separately,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
held a one-on-one meeting
with Kazakhstan president,
the Foreign Office said on X.

There

should be
no politics
in sports...

From Pace 01
Similarly, 31 civilians
were martyred.” He add-
ed that a “heartbreaking
incident” took place in
Gwadar, where five wom-
en and children were
martyred. “These people
(terrorists) are not hu-
man,” the premier said.
PM Shehbaz said that the
nation would never forget
the sacrifice of security
forces and that since Mar-
ka-i-Haq — the name for
Pakistan’s brief conflict
against India last year —
Pakistan’s “hostile east-
ern neighbour” and other
khawarij are conspiring
against the country’s
progress and prosperity.
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PSK gains
931 noints

ISLAMABAD : The bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) on Wednesday wit-
nessed a bullish trend, gain-
ing 931.34 points, a positive
change of 0.50 percent, to
close at 187,832.08 points
compared to 186,900.74
points on the previous trad-
ing day, according to PSX
data During the session, the
ready market recorded a
trading volume of 1,195.264
million shares with a traded
value of Rs 44.102 billion,
against 848.559 million
shares valuing Rs 50.026
billion in the previous ses-
sion. Market capitalization
increased to Rs 21.278 tril-
lion from Rs 21.149 trillion
a day earlier. Out of 483 ac-
tive companies in the ready
market, 246 advanced, 188
declined, while 49 remained
unchanged. K-Electric Lim-
ited topped the volume
chart with 590.867 million
shares, followed by Waves
Home Appliances with
36.307 million shares and
First National Equities with
32.938 million shares. The
top gainers included Nestle
Pakistan Limited, which
rose by Rs 75.39 to close at
Rs 7,906.13, and Unilever
Pakistan Foods Limited,
which gained Rs 68.36 to
settle at Rs 27,208.17.—APP

Rupee gains
03 paisa
against US
Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee
on Wednesday appreciated
by 03 paisa against the US
Dollar in interbank trading
and closed at Rs 279.72
compared to the previous
day’s closing at Rs 279.75.
According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP),
the buying and selling rates
of the Dollar in the open
market were recorded at Rs
280.55 and Rs 282.25, re-
spectively The price of the
Euro increased by Rs0.40
to close at Rs 330.95 from
the previous day’s close
of Rs 330.55, according to
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese Yen
came down by 02 paisa and
closed at Rs 1.78, whereas
the exchange rate of the
British Pound witnessed
an increase of Rs0.53 and
closed at Rs 383.69 com-
pared to the previous day’s
Rs 383.16. The exchange
rate of the Emirates Dir-
ham declined by 02 paisa
to close at Rs 76.15, while
the Saudi Riyal remained
unchanged and closed at
74.59.—APP

Gold price
jumps by Rs
14,800 per
tola

ISLAMABAD :Gold prices
surged in the local mar-
ket on Wednesday, as the
price of 24-karat gold per
tola increased by Rs14,800
to settle at Rs529,162, the
All Pakistan Sarafa Gems
and Jewellers Association
reported. Likewise, the
price of 10 grams of 24-kar-
at gold rose by Rs12,689
to Rs453,671 whereas that
of 10 grams of 22-karat
gold went up by Rs11,632
to Rs415,880. The silver
prices also recorded an in-
crease, with 24-karat silver
per tola rising by Rs109 to
Rs9,255 and 10 grams of
silver increasing by Rs93
to Rs7,934. In the interna-
tional market, gold prices
climbed by $148 to $5,064
per ounce, while silver
rose by $1.09 to $87.80 per
ounce, the association re-
ported.—APP

China to ban

hidden door
handles on

cars

HONG KONG: China will
ban hidden door handles
on cars, commonly used
on Tesla’s electric vehicles
and many other EV mod-
els, starting next year. All
car doors must include a
mechanical release function
for handles, except for the
tailgate, according to details
released by China’s Ministry
of Industry and Information
Technology on Monday. Of-
ficials said the policy aims to
address safety concerns after
fatal EV accidents where
electronic doors reportedly
failed to operate and trapped
passengers inside vehicles.
The new requirement for
both internal and external
door handles will take effect
on Jan. 1, 2027. -APP

Pak, Kazakhstan agree to
deepen investment coop

The Kazakh Minister highlighted the strategic importance of developing major infrastructure pro-
jects, particularly railway and road corridors, noting that such initiatives could generate trade and
investment flows worth approximately $ 5 billion while creating employment opportunities and
supporting regional supply chains

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan
held a comprehensive bilateral
meeting with Arman Shaqqaliev,
Minister of Trade and Integration
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, at
the Ministry of Commerce, Islam-
abad, to review the current state
of bilateral trade and explore
concrete avenues for expanding
economic cooperation, connectiv-
ity, and investment, said a release
issued here on Wednesday.

The meeting focused extensively
on addressing connectivity chal-
lenges between Pakistan and Cen-
tral Asia and identifying practical
solutions to unlock the full trade
potential between the two coun-
tries. Both sides agreed that im-
proved rail, road, and multimodal
connectivity is fundamental to
strengthening Pakistan-Kazakh-
stan trade and enabling sustaina-
ble, long-term economic engage-
ment.

The Kazakh Minister highlight-
ed the strategic importance of
developing major infrastructure
projects, particularly railway and
road corridors, noting that such
initiatives could generate trade
and investment flows worth ap-
proximately $ 5 billion while
creating employment opportu-
nities and supporting regional
supply chains. He emphasized
Kazakhstan’s vision of becoming
a regional hub connecting Cen-
tral Asia with South Asia, China,
Europe, and the Global South,
including Pakistan’s ports. Fed-
eral Minister Jam Kamal Khan
underscored Pakistan’s strong
interest in enhancing direct
connectivity with Central Asia
through Turkmenistan and Af-
ghanistan, while acknowledg-
ing regional and geopolitical

challenges. He stressed that
improved transit routes would
not only benefit Pakistan and
Kazakhstan but also open broad-
er opportunities for regional and
global trade, including access
to African and ASEAN markets
through Pakistan’s ports. Both
ministers discussed cooperation
in priority sectors, including
agriculture and food security,
pharmaceuticals, textiles, sports
goods, leather products, mining
and minerals, energy, and in-
frastructure development. The

Kazakh side expressed interest
in joint ventures, particularly in
food processing, agriculture val-
ue chains, and pharmaceuticals,
while Pakistan invited Kazakh
investment in mining, miner-
als, and agri-based industries
under Pakistan’s investment fa-
cilitation framework. The meet-
ing also reviewed the need for
structured business-to-business
(B2B) engagement. Both sides
agreed that trade promotion
bodies should play a facilitative
role by connecting businesses,

sharing market intelligence, and
supporting matchmaking, without
creating regulatory bottlenecks.
In this context, it was agreed to
work towards finalizing a frame-
work document outlining prior-
ity sectors, trade targets, and a
roadmap of activities, including
trade missions, exhibitions, and
exchange of delegations.

The two sides agreed to prepare
and sign non-binding Minutes of
the Meeting to capture agreed ide-
as, next steps and timelines, serv-
ing as a practical commitment to

advance cooperation while formal
agreements proceed through rele-
vant approval processes.

Both ministers reaffirmed their
shared commitment to transforming
Pakistan-Kazakhstan economic rela-
tions from potential to performance,
with a strong focus on connectivity,
investmentled growth, and regional
integration.

They expressed confidence that sus-
tained institutional coordination and
private-sector engagement would sig-
nificantly enhance bilateral trade and
investment in the coming years.

Pakistan’s cutlery exports
to China rise 5% in 2025

BEIJING: Pakistan’s exports of tools, implements, cutlery and related articles of base metal to China continued to grow
in 2025, reaching $8.14 million, up from $7.76 million in 2024, representing a year-on-year increase of about 5%. This was
reported on Wednesday by China Economic Net (CEN) quoting the General Administration of Customs of the People’s
Republic of China (GACC). Customs data showed that hand tools led the export basket, with pliers, pincers, tweezers, and
similar tools emerging as top products. Exports of these items rose from $2.97 million in 2024 to $3.72 million in 2025,
driven mainly by strong demand from Zhejiang Province, which stood out as the largest destination, with exports worth
$1.78 million under processing with imported materials, highlighting Pakistan’s integration into China’s manufacturing
supply chains, followed by Shanghai and Guangdong, through both ordinary and processing trade channels. Scissors
and shears ranked second, recording exports of around $1.90 million in 2025, with major shipments destined for
Shanghai and Zhejiang. Safety razor blades placed third, earning about $1.34 million, mainly supplied to Xinjiang
and Zhejiang. Faisal Shahzad, a Pakistani exporter, told China Economic Net that Wazirabad’s cutlery industry
reflects the resilience and skill of its people, blending traditional techniques with modern innovation. He added
that attracting Chinese investment and relocating related industries to Wazirabad could significantly boost exports.
Analysts note that Pakistan’s competitive pricing, improving quality standards, and skilled metalworking base have
supported steady demand across China’s industrial and consumer markets. With deeper trade and manufacturing
cooperation, Pakistan’s base-metal tools exports to China are expected to maintain stable growth. —APP

Bangladesh to fund Rohingya
education for first time

DHAKA: The Bangladeshi government will fund the primary education of Rohingya children living in refugee camps
following the closure of thousands of UN-supported facilities due to budget shortages, authorities said on Wednesday.
Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya were forced to flee a military crackdown in Myanmar and take shelter in neighbor-
ing Bangladesh in 2017. Today, more than 1 million of them are cramped inside 33 camps in Cox’s Bazar district on the
country’s southeast coast. About half are children The Bangladeshi government does not allow Rohingya children to
enroll in regular public schools outside the camps under its longstanding policy to prevent long term integration. Since
the beginning of the crisis, Bangladesh, which is not a signatory to the UN refugee convention, has made it clear that
the Rohingya settlement is temporary. Education has largely been organized by NGOs and UN agencies, providing basic
literacy without recognized certificates. But many of these schools were forced to close last year, as foreign aid plunged
— especially after the US, which contributed 55 percent of it, suspended most of its humanitarian operations. To prevent
the collapse of educational facilities, the Bangladeshi government on Tuesday for the first time approved state funding
to keep them operational, with more than $16 million designated for primary education for Rohingya children under a
World Bank grant. “This World Bank funding will be used by UNICEF to operate learning centers in the Rohingya camps.
As UNICEF is currently facing a severe funding shortage, the Bangladesh government has stepped in to provide support, with
assistance from World Bank loans,” Mizanur Rahman, refugee relief and repatriation commissioner in Cox’s Bazar, told Arab
News. “Due to the funding crisis, most learning centers in the camps have suspended operations. With this new funding, many
of these centers will be able to resume activities. There are around 8,000 learning centers in the camps, of which only about
4,000 are currently operating, while the other half remain closed.” There are more than 400,000 school-age Rohingya children in
the Bangladesh refugee camps. The Bangladeshi government’s support will reach 200,000 of them, with the teaching program
based on the national curriculum of their home country, Myanmar. About 1,100 teachers will be employed and trained to work
with the children, Rahman said. “The government has approved the funding primarily for one year, but the program will continue
until 2027. Revised negotiations may take place later to consider a further extension.”—DNA

Jailed Tunisia

opposition leader
Ghannouchi handed
longer sentence

TUNIS: A Tunisian court has sentenced opposition leader
Rached Ghannouchi to 20 years in jail for “plotting against
the state,” his lawyer told AFP on Tuesday, increasing the
sentence by six years. The charge is one of several for which
Ghannouchi has already been in prison since 2023, with
the 84-year-old now facing a total of more than 40 years
behind bars. Twenty-two people stood trial alongside
Ghannouchi last year accused of offenses that include
“plotting against state security,” which Ghannouchi’s
defense team called “fabricated” and politically moti-
vated. An appeals court has upped the sentence from
14 years to 20, Ghannouchi’s lawyer Samir Dilou told
AFP on Tuesday. Ghannouchi leads Tunisia’s Isla-
mist-inspired Ennahdha party and has been a staunch
critic of President Kais Saied. His defense team said
he would not appeal against the latest ruling, citing a
lack of guarantees for a fair trial. Tunisia has emerged
as the Arab world’s only democracy following the oust-
er of longtime ruler Zine El Abidine Ben Ali in 2011,
which kicked off the Arab Spring uprisings. But since
Saied came to power in 2019, local and international
NGOs say there has been a regression of rights and
freedoms. Ennahdha played a key role in Tunisian pol-
itics for years before Ghannouchi was hit with multi-
ple prison terms, which include a 22-year sentence on
a separate charge of plotting against state security.
Other defendants in the latest trial include former
presidential chief of staff Nadia Akacha and former
prime minister Youssef Chahed, who are both current-
ly abroad. They faced charges including “conspiracy
against the state’s internal security” and “forming
an organization and an agreement linked to terrorist
crimes,” according to court documents. Ghannouchi
and other senior Ennahdha figures, including his son-
in-law Rafik Abdessalem and retired military officer
Kamel Bedoui, were also accused of setting up a “se-
cret security apparatus” serving the party. Their trial
followed a similar one last year in which some 40 op-
position figures were sentenced to up to 45 years in
prison. Most of Saied’s opponents — whether from the
left or right — have either been detained or have fled
the North African country.—APP

Britain’s PM Starmer faces MPs as
pressure grows over Mandelson scandal

LONDON: British Prime Minister Keir Starmer faced
growing pressure Wednesday over his appointment of
Peter Mandelson as US ambassador, after fresh rev-
elations about the disgraced politician’s close ties
to Jeffrey Epstein. Starmer was set to be grilled in
parliament about his judgment in appointing Man-
delson, following new allegations that the ex-envoy
had passed confidential information to the late
US sex offender Epstein nearly two decades ago.
UK police have announced they are now probing
the claims, which emerged from email exchanges
between the pair that revealed the extent of their
warm relations, financial dealings as well as private
photos. Around that time, Epstein was serving an
18-month jail term for soliciting a minor in Florida
while Mandelson was a UK government minister.
For decades a pivotal and often divisive figure in
British politics, Mandelson has had a chequered ca-
reer having twice been forced to resign from public
office for alleged misconduct. Starmer sacked him
as UK ambassador to the US last September after
an earlier Epstein files release showed their ties
had lasted longer than previously revealed. He had
only been in the post for seven months. On Tuesday,
Mandelson resigned from the upper house of par-

liament — the unelected House of Lords — after the
latest release of Epstein files sparked a renewed fu-
ror. The main Conservative opposition will use its
parliamentary time Wednesday to try to force the
release of papers on his appointment in Washing-
ton. They want MPs to order the publication of all
documents related to Mandelson getting the job in
February last year. They want to see details of the
vetting procedure — including messages exchanged
with senior ministers and key figures in Starm-
er’s inner circle — amid growing questions about
Starmer’s lack of judgment on the issue. Starmer’s
center-left government appeared willing to comply
on Wednesday, at least in part. It proposed releas-
ing the documents apart from those “prejudicial to
UK national security or international relations.”
London’s Metropolitan Police confirmed on Tues-
day it had launched an investigation into 72-year-old
Mandelson for misconduct in public office offenses
following the latest revelations. If any charges were
brought and he was convicted, he could potential-
ly face imprisonment. Starmer sacked the former
minister and ex-EU trade commissioner as Britain’s
top diplomat in the US after an earlier release from
the Epstein files detailed his cozy ties with the dis-

graced American. The scandal resurfaced after the
release by the US Justice Department of the latest
batch of documents. They showed Mandelson had
forwarded in 2009 an economic briefing to Epstein
intended for then-prime minister Gordon Brown.

In another 2010 email the US financier, who died
by suicide in prison in 2019, asked Mandelson
about the European Union’s bailout of Greece.
The latest release also showed Epstein appeared
to have transferred a total of $75,000 in three
payments to accounts linked to the British pol-
itician between 2003 and 2004. Mandelson has
told the BBC he had no memory of the money
transfers and did not know whether the docu-
ments were authentic. He quit his House of Lords
position on Tuesday shortly after Starmer said
he had “let his country down.” The UK leader
said Tuesday he feared more revelations could
come, and has pledged his government would co-
operate with any police inquiries into the matter.
The Met police confirmed they had received a re-
ferral on the matter from the UK government.
The EU is also investigating whether Mandel-
son breached any of their rules during his time
from 2004-2008 as EU trade commissioner.—DNA

SIALKOT: The Surgical
Instruments  Manufactur-
ers Association of Pakistan
(SIMAP) has applauded
the pro-export Iinitiatives
announced by Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, terming them signif-
icant facilitative measures
to support exporters and
promote industrial growth
in the country.

According to SIMAP, the
Prime Minister has intro-
duced several key incen-
tives, including a reduction
of Rs. 4.04 per unit in in-
dustrial electricity tariffs,
lowering of the export re-
finance rate to 4.5 percent
from the earlier 7.5 per-
cent, and the issuance of
Blue Passports to top-per-
forming exporters.

The association stated that
these steps will substantial-
ly enhance the global com-
petitiveness of Pakistani
exporters, reduce financial
pressure on the industrial
sector, and enable smooth-
er international business
engagement.

SIMAP Chairman Zeshan
Tariq expressed strong ap-
preciation for the Prime
Minister’s continued focus
on exporter facilitation and
industrial development, not-
ing that such policy meas-
ures will help strengthen
Pakistan’s export perfor-
mance and economic stabil-
ity.—APP

EU hospitals
released bm
cancer patients
in 2023

BRUSSELS: The latest Eu-
ropean health data showed
that hospitals across the
European Union discharged
about 4.9 million patients
diagnosed with cancer in
2023 According to the data,
colorectal cancer was the
most common diagnosis
among discharged cancer
patients, with 554,112 cas-
es, representing 11.2 per-
cent of total discharges. It
was followed by lung cancer
with about 506,372 cases
(10.3 percent) and breast
cancer with around 480,922
cases at around 9.7 percent.
In 18 EU countries, colorec-
tal cancer was the lead-
ing diagnosis among dis-
charged resident in-patients
suffering from cancer. The
discharge rate was highest
in Croatia (360 discharged
colorectal cancer patients
per 100,000 inhabitants),
Latvia (243) and Austria
(239) In contrast, the low-
est discharge rates were
reported in Malta (31 pa-
tients per 100,000 inhab-
itants), Luxembourg (56)
and Ireland (58). A hospital
discharge occurs when a
hospital patient is formally
released after an episode
of care. The reasons for
discharge include finalisa-
tion of treatment, signing
out against medical advice,
transfer to another health-
care institution, or death of
the patient.—APP

Turkiye again
blocks aid
convoy for

Kurds in
Syria: NGO

DIYARBAKIR, Turkiye:
Turkish authorities have
blocked for a second time
an aid convoy from reaching
the Syrian Kurdish town of
Kobani that’s been over
whelmed by people fleeing
fighting, a local NGO said
on Wednesday. As the Syri-
an army and Kurdish forces
clash in Syria, Kobani has
been inundated by people
trying to escape the hos-
tilities. Last week, Turkish
authorities prevented a
convoy of 25 trucks carry-
ing humanitarian supplies
destined for Kobani from
reaching the Turkiye-Syria
border. The convoy, which
included water, milk, baby
formula and blankets, had
been assembled in Turki-
ye’s southeastern Kurd-
ish city of Diyarbakir by
the Diyarbakir Solidarity
and Protection Platform,
the NGO that organized
the aid drive. After it was
blocked last week, it had
initially been authorized
to travel via Azaz, a city
in northern Syria, with
its own delegation over-
seeing the handover. But
“the delegation was again
denied permission,” the
group said in a statement
on Wednesday. The trucks
“were not allowed to cross
into Kobani despite all ef-
forts,” it said, adding that
“the aid was brought back
to Diyarbakir.”—APP
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CM Punjah
invites Iranian
investors
to invest
in Punjah
DNA

LAHORE: President Pa-
kistan Muslim League-N
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
along with Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
Sharif met Ambassador of
Islamic Republic of Iran to
Pakistan, Dr. Reza Amiri
Moghadam to discuss bilat-
eral relations, trade, ener-
gy, and regional situation.
They reiterated their com-
mitment to further strength-
ening Pakistan-Iran relations.
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif welcomed the
Iranian Ambassador, who
expressed gratitude for the
grand reception. She also
invited Iranian investors to
invest in agriculture, informa-
tion technology, and tourism
sectors of Pakistan, and ex-
pressed her strong desire to
enhance economic and social
ties between the two brother-
ly Islamic countries.

Iranian Ambassador Dr. Reza
Amiri Moghadam thanked
Prime Minister Pakistan
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
and Deputy Prime Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar for
their diplomatic support on
various international forums.
President Pakistan Mus-
lim League-N Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif said,”If doors
of negotiations are kept open
with generosity, major issues
can be resolved through di-
alogue.” He added that Iran
had faced circumstances with
great courage, we have many
prayers and good wishes for
Iran, as the people of Iran
are very dear to us. Iranian
Ambassador said,”Paki-
stan and Iran are like two
bodies with one soul.

14 killed off

Greece coast

ATHENS: A Greek coast-
guard vessel and a boat
carrying migrants collided
in the Aegean sea Tuesday,
killing 14 people, police
said. Greek authorities did
not immediately give de-
tails on the collision, which
occurred off the island of
Chios, near Turkey.

The collision involved a “port
police patrol vessel” and a
“high-speed” small boat, a
coastguard official told AFP.
Two coastguard members
were taken to hospital and
24 migrants rescued, the
coastguard said. Seven chil-
dren and a pregnant woman
were among the injured,
Greek media reported. Pub-
lic broadcaster ERT said the
patrol gave a warning signal
after spotting the migrant
boat, but it tried to escape. A
Greek air force helicopter is
taking part in search opera-
tion for survivors, ERT said.
Large numbers of migrants
seek to cross the Mediter-
ranean each year to reach
Europe. The UN refugee
agency said in November
more than 1,700 people died
or were missing in 2025 on
migration routes to Europe
in the Mediterranean and in
the Atlantic off the coast of
west Africa. - APP

T20 World
Cup: ICC
seeks ‘back-
channel talks’

BUREAU REPORT

LAHORE: In the aftermath
of Pakistan’s announce-
ment against playing their
T20 World Cup 2026 match
against India, the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC)
has asked its Deputy Chair-
man Imran Khwaja to hold
back-channel  negotiations
with PCB, NDTV reported
on Wednesday. Khwaja, who
represents the Singapore
Cricket Association and is
seen within the ICC as a
neutral figure who can talk
to all sides, has been asked
to convince Pakistan to play
their T20 World Cup 2026
group match against India on
February 15 in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, reported Firstpost.

The report comes as the
Pakistani government, on
Sunday, announced that
it would participate in the
T20 World Cup 2026 but
would boycott the match
against arch-rival India.
The ICC had rejected
the Bangladesh Cricket
Board’s (BCB) request
to move their matches
to a venue outside India.
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ISLAMABAD: Serena Hotels and the Be-
hbud Association have joined forces in a
meaningful collaboration to bolster mater-

nal and child health services in Pakistan.

Through Serena Hotels’ Cultural Diplo-
macy Initiative, the two organizations
hosted a special fundraising gala at the
Serena Hotel in Islamabad on February
3, 2026, with all proceeds supporting

Hospital in Rawalpindi.

the Behbud Maternity and Children

This vital facility delivers essential
healthcare to women and children from
underserved communities, helping to
improve access to quality medical care.

Serena Hotels, Behbud join
hands for a noble cause

Aziz Boolani, CEO of Serena Hotels, reiterated the group’s dedication to social
development via cultural diplomacy, stressing that strategic partnerships and
cultural platforms can generate enduring positive change for communities

The event seamlessly blended culture,
education, and philanthropy. A major
highlight was a captivating presenta-
tion by renowned Egyptologist Salima
Ikram, titled “A Journey Through An-
cient Egypt,” which provided guests
with a fascinating dive into ancient his-
tory, art, and civilization.

Ms. Abida Malik, President of the Beh-
bud Association, thanked Serena Hotels
for the partnership, noting how such initi-
atives are crucial for sustaining Behbud’s
ongoing mission to deliver high-quality
maternal and child healthcare.

H.E. Dr. Ihab Abdel Hamid, who served
as the chief guest, praised the role of cul-
tural dialogue in promoting international
understanding and lauded the event for
advancing a worthy social cause.

Aziz Boolani, CEO of Serena Hotels,
reiterated the group’s dedication to so-
cial development via cultural diplomacy,
stressing that strategic partnerships and
cultural platforms can generate enduring
positive change for communities. The
evening wrapped up on a vibrant note
with a soulful performance by acclaimed
Pakistani artist Abrarul Haq, infusing the
fundraiser with additional cultural energy.
This collaboration underscores Serena
Hotels’ continued efforts to foster cultural
exchange while driving inclusive commu-
nity development and supporting critical
health services for vulnerable populations.
For more details on the event, check recent
coverage from sources like the Islamabad
Post and Serena Hotels’ official channels.

Punjab govt
notifies
public
holidays
on Basnat

DNA

LAHORE: The Punjab gov-
ernment has notified public
holidays in the province on
February 6 and 7 (Friday
and Saturday) for Basant,
said a notification. The
notification was issued on
Tuesday by the provincial
government’s Services and
General Administration De-
partment, a copy of which is
available with Dawn.

“It is hereby notified for
general information that
6th and 7th February, 2026
(Friday and Saturday) shall
be observed as public holi-
days in the province of Pun-
jab,” the notification said.
On Sunday, Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
had announced a “long
weekend” in the province,
declaring a Basant holiday.
“Punjab will enjoy a long
weekend with Kashmir Day
on February 5, a provincial
Basant holiday on the 6th,
followed by Saturday and Sun-
day. “We hope people across
Punjab take this time to relax,
recharge, and make the most
of the break,” she posted on
X. The Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department (PMD) has
said dry weather with clear
skies was expected for the
majority of Basant festival.

LHC asks
NAB to

US jet downs
Iran drone
but talks still
on course

Tehran wants talks to be held in
Oman, scope be narrowed to two-way
negotiations on nuclear issues only

WASHINGTON: A US fighter jet shot down an Iranian drone
that approached an American aircraft carrier in the Middle
East on Tuesday, Washington said, as renewed tensions on the
high seas overshadowed plans for nuclear talks. White House
spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt told Fox News that US envoy
Steve Witkoff is still expected “to have conversations with the
Iranians late this week,” despite the incident. The downing of
the drone was the second clash between the foes in Middle
Eastern waters on the same day, after Iranian forces attempt-
ed to detain a US{lagged tanker in the Strait of Hormuz.

Washington and Tehran have agreed to talks after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump repeatedly threatened Iran with military
action — and Iran warned that it would respond with strikes
on US vessels and bases. The US bombed Iran’s nuclear sites
last summer, and has sent a naval battlegroup back to the

region since Tehran’s deadly crackdown on anti-government
protests. Negotiations are now set for Friday, but Trump has
refused to rule out military action, and his Iranian counterpart
Masoud Pezeshkian insists talks will only go ahead provided
they were free of threats. “An F-35C fighter jet from Abra-
ham Lincoln shot down the Iranian drone in self-defence,”
Central Command spokesman Captain Tim Hawkins said
in a statement. The aircraft carrier was dispatched to the
Arabian Sea last month amid a buildup of US forces.
Trump had told Iranians that “help is on its way” during
anti-government protests in Iran that were met with a dead-
ly crackdown last month. Pezeshkian confirmed on Tues-
day that he had ordered the start of talks with the United
States, provided they were free of threats, after Trump sug-
gested “bad things” would happen without a deal.

Iran has not confirmed where the talks will take place but
said Turkiye, Oman and “some other countries in the re-
gion” had expressed willingness to host them, adding that
the venue and timing were “not a complicated issue.”
Meanwhile, Iran has demanded that talks with the US this week
be held in Oman, not Turkiye, and that the scope be narrowed to
two-way negotiations on nuclear issues only, a regional source
said. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told Witkoff
in Jerusalem on Tuesday that Iran “cannot be trusted,” accord-
ing to a statement from Netanyahu’s office. The US opposes
Iran’s nuclear programme, which it maintains is a precursor to
acquiring nuclear weapons, while Tehran insists it is for civilian
research purposes. Washington also wants to curtail Iran’s sup-
port for forces in the region and cut its vast arsenal of ballistic
missiles. “I have instructed my minister of foreign affairs, pro-
vided that a suitable environment exists — one free from threats
and unreasonable expectations — to pursue fair and equitable
negotiations,” Pezeshkian wrote in a post on X. - Agencies

Libya's former leader
(Gaddafi's son Saif killed

LONDON: Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, the son of Libya's late
longtime ruler Muammar Gaddafi, was killed on Tuesday
by a "four-man commando” in his home in western Libya “s
Zintan, his French lawyer, Marcel Ceccaldi, told AFP.

"For now, we don't know" who was behind the killing, Ceccaldi
said, adding that he was told by one of Saif's close associates
about ten days ago "that there were problems with his secu-
rity." Saif went from his ather's heir apparent to a decade of
captivity and obscurity in a remote hill town before launching
a presidential bid that helped derail an attempted election.
Sources close to the family, his lawyer Khaled el-Zaydi and
Libyan media on Tuesday confirmed the assassination.
Details surrounding the circumstances of his death were
not immediately clear. Despite holding no official position,
he was once seen as the most powerful figure in the oil-rich
North African country after his autocratic father, Muam-
mar Gaddafi, who ruled for more than four decades. Saif

shaped policy and mediated high-profile, sensitive diplo-
matic missions. He led talks on Libya abandoning its weap-
ons of mass destruction. He negotiated compensation for
the families of those killed in the bombing of Pan Am Flight
103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988.

Determined to rid Libya of its pariah status, Saif engaged
with the West and championed himself as a reformer, call-
ing for a constitution and respect for human rights.
Educated at the London School of Economics and a fluent
English speaker, he was once seen by many governments
as the acceptable, Western-friendly face of Libya.

But when a rebellion broke out against Gaddafi's long rule
in 2011, Saif immediately chose family and clan loyalties
over his many friendships to become an architect of a bru-
tal crackdown on rebels, whom he called rats. Speaking to
Reuters at the time of the revolt, he said: "We fight here in
Libya, we die here in Libya." - Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari said that Pakistan
and Kazakhstan share a firm commitment to broadening
cooperation across political, economic and regional do-
mains, while affirming Pakistan’s readiness to work closely
with the country to advance shared goals of peace, connec-
tivity and sustainable development. He said this while talk-
ing to the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, H.E.

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, who met him at Aiwan-e-Sadr this
evening. The two Presidents first held a téte-a-téte meet-
ing, during which they exchanged views on key bilateral,
regional and international issues, which was followed by an
extended meeting with their respective delegations.

Talking to his Kazakh counterpart, President Asif Ali Zardari
said that Pakistan and Kazakhstan share a relationship rooted
in mutual trust, shared values and a common vision for regional
prosperity. He noted that the visit of President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev, the first by a Kazakh head of state in over two decades,
provides a timely opportunity to reinvigorate bilateral ties and
translate political goodwill into concrete outcomes through ex-
panded cooperation and stronger institutional linkages.

Highlighting economic engagement, the President observed
that while bilateral trade had registered growth in recent
years, it remains well below its true potential. He expressed
confidence that the Roadmap for Trade and Economic Coop-
eration 2025-2027, together with agreements on transit trade,
customs cooperation and banking, would help remove opera-
tional bottlenecks and open new avenues for trade, investment
and business-to-business collaboration. He also underscored
the importance of leveraging Pakistan’s facilities and frame-
works in areas such as energy, agriculture, mining, information
technology and defence production. President Zardari under-
scored the centrality of regional connectivity in strengthening
Pakistan-Kazakhstan relations. He welcomed progress on rail
and road linkages, including cooperation on the CASA railway
alignment and effective utilisation of Quadrilateral Transit
Trade Agreement (QTTA) routes and noted that enhanced
connectivity, supported by improved air links and access to
Pakistani ports, would not only boost bilateral trade but also
contribute to wider regional integration and economic stability.

‘Palestinian Authority
won’t be part oi
post-war Gaza scene’

“The PM clarified that the
Palestinian Authority will not be
involved in administering the Strip
in any way,” Netanyahu's office said
in a statement after meeting ended

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
told US envoy Steve Witkoff in Jerusalem that the Ramal-
lah-based Palestinian Authority (PA) would not be part of
post-war Gaza’s governance “in any way”. “The PM clari-
fied that the Palestinian Authority will not be involved in
administering the Strip in any way,” Netanyahu’s office said
in a statement after the meeting ended. Under US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s Gaza ceasefire plan that ended a two-
year war in the Palestinian territory, the PA’s post-war role
in Gaza was left unclear. The technocratic National Com-
mittee for the Administration of Gaza (NCAG) was formed
to handle day-to-day affairs until the PA completes a reform
programme. Witkoff held talks with Netanyahu on Tuesday,
during a visit that followed the reopening of Gaza’s Rafah
crossing with Egypt. This was the second meeting between
the two in less than a fortnight. At the meeting, Netanya-
hu also “reiterated the uncompromising demand for the
disarmament of Hamas, the demilitarisation of the Gaza
Strip, and the fulfilment of the war objectives prior to the
reconstruction of the Strip,” according to his office. - DNA

approach
trial court

CoURT REPORTER

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Wednesday
directed the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)
to move the trial court con-
cerned after the anti-graft
body decided to close the
Chaudhry Sugar Mills in-
quiry against Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz.

The case pertains to alleged
money laundering and income
beyond means via “dubious”
business transactions of the
Chaudhry Sugar Mills, of
which Maryam was a major
shareholder. A three-member
bench, headed by Chief Justice
Aalia Neelum and including
Justices Muhammad Jawad Za-
far and Abher Gul Khan, heard
CM Maryam’s civil miscella-
neous application seeking the
refund of Rs70 million deposit-
ed as a guarantee in the case.
During the proceedings, the
NAB’s prosecutor informed
the bench that following the
new amendments, bureau’s
chairman had  approved
the closure of the probe.
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hs General Practice Hospital (GPH) is a state-of-the-art
healthcare facility in the heart of Islamabad, offering
international-standard medical care for individuals
From urgent care and specialized

and families.
consultations to advanced
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