
Bid to embarrass Germany envoy

Controversy at Asma 
Jahangir Conference
Interestingly, in 2024 Asma Jehangir conference 

the then German Ambassador had to face similar 
situation when a pro-Palestine protester had 
interrupted his speech and chanted slogans

Bureau Report

LAHORE: At the Asma Jahangir Conference 
in Lahore, a tense moment unfolded when 
Germany’s Ambassador to Pakistan, Ina Lep-
el, faced an unexpected interruption during 
a question-and-answer session. A participant 
accused Germany of being complicit in the 
“genocide of Gaza’s people” by supplying 
weapons to Israel. Before Ambassador Lepel 
could respond, the individual was swiftly es-
corted out of the hall by security personnel.
According to eyewitnesses, the man was lat-
er taken into custody by police, sparking a 
wave of mixed reactions both inside and out-
side the conference. Some attendees argued 
that the participant had every right to raise 
a question, especially in a forum dedicated 

to human rights and freedom of expression. 
Others criticized the manner in which the 
question was posed, calling it confrontation-
al and inappropriate for the setting.
The incident has ignited debate on social 
media and among civil society circles. Sup-
porters of the participant claim that silencing 
critical voices undermines the very spirit of 
the conference, which is known for encourag-
ing open dialogue on sensitive issues. Critics, 
however, maintain that the tone and framing 
of the question crossed professional bound-
aries, turning a legitimate concern into a 
disruptive act. Ambassador Lepel did not get 
the opportunity to address the allegation di-
rectly, leaving many to speculate on how Ger-
many might have responded to the charge. 

Continued on Page 06

SC dismisses request
for ‘immediate meeting’ 

with Imran Khan

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Mon-
day rejected a request seeking an immedi-
ate meeting with incarcerated party found-
er Imran Khan, observing that no such 
order could be passed without issuing prior 
notice to the government. The request for 
a meeting with the ousted prime minister 
was made by PTI senior leader Latif Khosa.
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Yahya Af-
ridi, while addressing Khosa during the 
hearing, observed that the court could not 
pass any order regarding a meeting with-
out first issuing notice to the government.
However, the court issued notice to the 
government for Tuesday on Khosa’s re-
quest for a meeting with the PTI found-
er. The chief justice remarked that, at 
this stage, the court would first have to 
cross the hurdle of objections regard-
ing the maintainability of the petition. 

Continued on Page 06

CJP Afridi says meeting plea needs notices 
and must clear maintainability objections first

Briefs
Pakistan, other 
Muslim nations 

warn against 
Israeli plans

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, among eight Mus-
lim countries, on Monday warned that Isra-
el’s expansionist policies in the West Bank 
were aimed at enforcing “a new legal and 
administrative reality in the occupied West 
Bank”. In a joint statement on Monday, the 
foreign ministers of Pakistan, Egypt, Jor-
dan, the United Arab Emirates, Indonesia, 
Turkiye, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar termed 
the Israeli illegal acts as “accelerating at-
tempts at its illegal annexation and the dis-
placement of the Palestinian people.”
“They reaffirmed that Israel has no sover-
eignty over the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritory,” read the statement issued by the 
Foreign Office spokesperson.
The statement follows an approval of a se-
ries of steps by Israel’s security cabinet on 
Sunday that would make it easier for set-
tlers in the West Bank to buy land while 
granting Israeli authorities more enforce-
ment powers over Palestinians.
Citing statements by Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich and Defence Minister 
Israel Katz, Israeli news sites Ynet and 
Haaretz said the measures included 
scrapping decades-old regulations that 
prevent Jewish private citizens from 
buying land in the West Bank.
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas said 
the new measures were dangerous, illegal 
and tantamount to de-facto annexation.
The eight Muslim nations, in the joint state-
ment, warned that continued expansionist 
Israeli policies in the West Bank would fuel 

violence and conflict in the region.
The ministers rejected Israel’s illegal 
actions, terming them a blatant viola-
tion of international law, which under-
mined the two-state solution.
They lambasted the illegal actions as 
“an assault on the inalienable right of 
the Palestinian people to realise their 
independent and sovereign state on 
the June 4, 1967, lines, with occupied 
Jerusalem as its capital”.
The statement said that such actions un-
dermined the ongoing efforts for peace 
and stability in the region, affirming that 
these illegal measures in the occupied 
West Bank “were null and void”.
The Israeli policies, they said, also con-
stituted a clear violation of UN Security 
Council resolutions, particularly Resolution 
2334, which condemned all Israeli meas-
ures aimed at altering the demographic 
status of the Palestinian territory occupied 
since 1967, including East Jerusalem.
The ministers noted that the 2024 advisory 
opinion of the International Court of Justice 
had found that Israel’s policies and practic-
es in the occupied Palestinian territory and 
its continued presence were illegal.
They urged the international community 
to fulfil its legal and moral responsibilities 
and to compel Israel to halt its dangerous 
escalation in the occupied area and the 
inciting statements of its officials.
They stressed that the fulfilment of the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian peo-
ple to self-determination and statehood 
remained the only path to achieving just 
and comprehensive peace in the region.

Muslim countries say Israeli actions 
“assault on inalienable right of Palestinian 

people” to realise sovereign state

Pakistan to 
invest $1bn 
in artificial 
intelligence

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Monday announced that 
Pakistan will invest $1 bil-
lion in artificial intelligence 
by 2030 to build a national 
AI ecosystem, declaring 
the country fully prepared 
to join the world in the 
next wave of technological 
transformation. The prime 
minister made these re-
marks while addressing 
the inauguration ceremony 
of Indus AI Week 2026, at-
tended by federal ministers, 
delegations from countries 
including Saudi Arabia and 
Turkiye and others. “The 
Government of Pakistan is 
committed to investing $1 
billion in AI by 2030, which 
will go a long way in build-
ing an AI ecosystem in our 
country,” he announced.

Continued on Page 06

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Senator Ishaq Dar on 
Monday said that Pakistan had successfully 
completed four biennial GSP Plus reviews 
remained committed to fully meeting its ob-
ligations under the scheme to expand mutu-
ally beneficial trade opportunities.
The deputy prime minister was chairing a 
high-level inter-ministerial meeting to re-
view measures aimed at strengthening Pa-
kistan’s economic and trade cooperation 
with the European Union. He underscored 
the importance of deepening and expanding 
trade and economic engagement with the 
EU, noting that the EU remained a key 
economic partner for Pakistan, particular-
ly under the GSP Plus framework. 
The meeting was attended by Federal 
Minister for Law and Justice Azam Nazir 
Tarar, SAPM Tariq Bajwa, Secretary For-
eign Affairs Ambassador Amna Baloch, 

Continued on Page 06

Italy, EU condemn 
Islamabad  

suicide attack
Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Italian Interior Minis-
ter Matteo Piantedosi and European 
Commissioner Magnus Brunner have 
strongly condemned the recent suicide 
bombing in Islamabad, expressing deep 
sorrow over the loss of lives and extend-
ing solidarity to Pakistan in the wake of 
the tragic incident. In separate messages 
to Pakistan’s Federal Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi, both leaders conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the families of 
the victims. “Deeply saddened to hear 
about the tragic incident. On behalf of the 
Italian government and myself, I express 
heartfelt sympathy with the victims,” 

Continued on Page 06

Dar says Pakistan committed 
to meet GSP Plus obligations

The deputy prime minister was chairing a high-level inter-
ministerial meeting to review measures aimed at strengthening 
Pakistan’s economic and trade cooperation with European Union

West Bank issue

Visa requests of 
Imran Khan’s 
sons pending 

PTI founder’s sons couldn’t get visa 
from Pakistan High Commission in 

London due to lacunas in applications

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Diplomatic sources in 
London have said that the visa applica-
tions of incarcerated Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan’s 
sons were pending with the Ministry of 
Interior.. The sources added that Kasim 
Khan and Sulaiman Khan couldn’t get 
a visa from the Pakistan High Commis-
sion in London due to lacunas in their 
applications and that the PTI founder’s 
sons didn’t pursue their applications 

Continued on Page 06

Breaking News

Pakistan to 
‘play’ T20 
WC match 

against India
Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
has decided to play its 
scheduled T20 World Cup 
match against India on 
February 15, sources con-
firmed. The Prime Minis-
ter made this decision af-
ter a telephonic talk with 
the Sri Lankan President. 
Earlier, in a significant 
diplomatic engagement, 
Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif held 
a telephone conversation 
with Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake on Tuesday. A 
key topic of discussion 
was the possibility of the 
high-profile Pakistan-In-
dia match in the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup being 
played in Sri Lanka.
President Dissanayake 
formally extended an in-
vitation for the marquee 
clash to be hosted on Sri 
Lankan soil. He recalled 
the strong support Paki-
stan provided to Sri Lan-
kan cricket by continuing 
bilateral tours during 
the island nation’s chal-
lenging period with ter-
rorism, highlighting the 
deep historical ties be-
tween the two countries.

Continued on Page 06

India seizes 
Iranian oil 

tankers
DNA

TEHRAN: The Indian coast 
guard has reportedly seized 
three Iranian oil tankers in 
the Arabian Sea in what it 
called a “coordinated opera-
tion against an international 
oil smuggling network, ac-
cording to Iranian media. 
The development came 
weeks after the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment withdrew from the 
Chabahar port agreement 
with Iran. New Delhi was 
forced to abandon its involve-
ment in the port after the 
United States imposed a 25% 
tariff on countries doing busi-
ness with Tehran, The Eco-
nomic Times reported last 
week. Taking to X, the Indian 
Coast Guard, without naming 
Iran, claimed that it inter-
cepted the vessels around 
100 nautical miles west of 
Mumbai on Friday following 
what it called “tech-enabled 
surveillance and data-pat-
tern analysis.” However, 
tanker-tracking analysts and 
Iranian media claimed the 
vessels were linked to Iran.

Gulf visas 
linked to 

Pak beggars’ 
mafias

Fiaz Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD:Defence Minis-
ter Khawaja Asif on Monday 
lamented that Gulf nations 
had imposed visa restrictions 
for Pakistanis due to the 
menace of beggary. Taking to 
X, the security czar posted a 
video of noted social worker 
Zafar Abbas, wherein he can 
be seen interviewing a child 
in Karachi’s Shah Faisal area, 
who begs to make ends meet. 
The child, while talking to 
Abbas, made startling revela-
tions that he, along with his 
two brothers, makes around 
Rs10,000 to Rs12,000 week-
ly, and recently they have 
bought a house. Captioning 
the video, Asif regretted that 
begging has turned into a ful-
ly organised profession, with 
established contractors run-
ning the network and earn-
ing millions of rupees by re-
cruiting children, women and 
people posing as disabled. 

Independence Day of Sri Lanka

ISLAMABAD: Chief Guest Federal Information Minister Attaullah Tarar, Real Admiral Fred 
Senevirathne ® High Commissioner of Sri Lanka, Heads of Missions of SAARC countries  

and others cutting cake to celebrate the 78th Anniversary of the Independence of the  
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, at Islamabad Serena Hotel. – DNA
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majority in elections
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prize winner 
given sentence
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KP govt starts 
rehabilitation 
projects: Afridi
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Islamabad: Russian Am-
bassador Albert P. Khorev 
delivered a keynote state-
ment at the seminar “Legacy 
of Russian Diplomacy. Cur-
rent State and Prospects of 
Russia-Pakistan Relations,” 
marking the upcoming Dip-
lomat’s Day, celebrated an-
nually on February 10 by the 
Russian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.
Opening his remarks, Am-
bassador Khorev recalled 
that Diplomat’s Day com-
memorates the establish-
ment of Russia’s Ambassado-
rial Service on February 10, 
1549, under Tsar Ivan IV. He 
emphasized, however, that 
Russian diplomacy has roots 
stretching back several cen-
turies earlier, with Ancient 
Rus actively participating in 
international relations as ear-
ly as the 9th century.
The Ambassador outlined 
key milestones in the evolu-
tion of Russian diplomacy, 

including the first recorded 
Russian embassy to Constan-
tinople in 838, the Treaty 
of Peace and Love with the 
Byzantine Empire in 860, 
and the emergence of a 
structured diplomatic hier-
archy by the 11th century. 
He noted the important role 
played by educated envoys 

and clergy, particularly after 
the adoption of Christianity, 
in shaping successful diplo-
matic engagements.
Addressing the Mongol pe-
riod, Ambassador Khorev 
highlighted the pragmatic di-
plomacy of Russian princes, 
especially Alexander Nevsky, 
whose policy of compromise 

with the Golden Horde pre-
served the Orthodox Church 
and laid the groundwork for 
the reunification of Russian 
lands.
He traced the institutional 
development of Russian for-
eign policy to the creation of 
the Ambassadorial Service 
in 1549 and praised its first 

head, Ivan Viskovaty, for 
his significant contributions 
to Russian diplomacy. The 
Ambassador then reviewed 
the legacy of prominent Rus-
sian statesmen who shaped 
the country’s foreign policy, 
including Vasily Golitsyn, 
Andrei Osterman, Karl 
Nesselrode, Alexander Gor-
chakov, Georgy Chicherin, 
Vyacheslav Molotov, Andrei 
Gromyko, and Yevgeny Pri-
makov.
Special attention was given 
to Andrei Gromyko’s role in 
international diplomacy and 
in Russia-Pakistan relations. 
Ambassador Khorev recalled 
that diplomatic relations be-
tween Russia and Pakistan 
were established on May 
1, 1948, following an agree-
ment between Gromyko and 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Zafrullah Khan. He also high-
lighted the Soviet Union’s 
mediation efforts during the 
1965–1966 India-Pakistan 
conflict, which led to the 
signing of the Tashkent Dec-
laration.

Russian envoy highlights 
Russia-Pakistan diplomatic ties

KP CM okays 
vagrancy control, 
rehabilitation bill

KARACHI: Consul General of the Federal Republic of Germany in Karachi Thomas E. Schultze 
meeting with Nazir H. Siyal, Bureau Chief of  diplomatic Newspaper, daily “Islamabad Post”. In the 
meeting, Mr Thomas discussed the longstanding humanitarian services of Marie Adelaide Leprosy 

Centre (MALC), which has been serving Pakistan since 1956 under the legacy of Dr. Ruth Pfau.

The chief minister emphasized that removing children from begging 
and providing them with protection, rehabilitation and education is 

the constitutional and moral responsibility of the state

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad Sohail Af-
ridi has approved the presentation of 
the Vagrancy (Beggary) Control and 
Rehabilitation Bill in the provincial 
cabinet, aimed at ensuring effective 
action against organized, forced and 
exploitative begging in the province.
The proposed legislation seeks to ad-
dress the issue of beggary through a 
rights-based, reformative and digni-
ty-centered policy, focusing not only 
on punishment but also on rehabil-
itation and aftercare mechanisms.  
The government aims to establish 
a strong system for protection, re-
habilitation and social reintegration 
of affected individuals. Under the 
proposed law, strict legal action will 
be taken against those who force 
children into begging, with no leni-
ency. The chief minister emphasized 

that removing children from begging 
and providing them with protection, 
rehabilitation and education is the 
constitutional and moral responsibil-
ity of the state.
According to the proposed bill, or-
ganized and forced begging will be 
declared a serious punishable of-
fence, while a clear distinction 
will be made between professional 
beggars and individuals compelled 
by circumstances. The law also 
proposes sustainable solutions 
through rehabilitation centers, 
skill development and employment 
opportunities. During the briefing, 
the chief minister was informed 
that first-time involvement in sim-
ple begging may result in a warn-
ing, referral to a rehabilitation 
center, or up to one month impris-
onment with a fine.
Repeated offences could lead to 

imprisonment of up to one year 
and a fine of Rs 50,000.
Fraud, deception and fake disabil-
ity may attract one to two years 
imprisonment, while involvement 
in organized or forced begging 
could result in imprisonment of 
up to three years and a fine of Rs 
400,000. Ringleaders and facilita-
tors of beggary networks will face 
the strictest punishments.
It was stated that Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa is set to become the first 
province to introduce a compre-
hensive, sustainable and humane 
solution to the serious social issue 
of beggary. The chief minister also 
appealed to the public to channel 
charity through credible rehabil-
itation systems instead of giving 
directly to organized networks, in 
order to completely eliminate ex-
ploitation.—APP

Rising trend of aerial firing 
at weddings alarms KP

PESHAWAR: The increas-
ing trend of aerial firing 
by underage boys during 
weddings and other cel-
ebrations in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa has become a 
serious cause of concern  
In Peshawar and several 
other cities, the lack of pa-
rental guidance and social 
negligence has led young 
individuals to use weapons 
recklessly. According to 
police on Monday, vide-
os showing intense aerial 
firing by several youths in 
the Baghwanan area under 
Bhana Mari Police Station 
went viral on social media, 
creating fear among wom-

en, children and other citi-
zens. Police arrested Aqeel 
Ahmed, Adeel Ahmed, Ab-
dul Samad alias Sameer, 
Abdul Basit, Asad, Adnan 
Ahmed, Ghulam Fareed 
and Ahmed in connection 
with the incident. Similarly, 
due to the growing practice 
of grooms firing shots dur-
ing wedding ceremonies, 
Urmar Police arrested a 
groom named Yaseen from 
Och Canal and recovered a 
pistol from his possession. 
In another incident, police 
also arrested an under-
age suspect in Hayatabad 
Phase 6 for firing in the air 
while riding a motorcycle. 

Experts believe that aerial 
firing should be declared 
a non-bailable offence and 
only strict legal punishment 
along with effective judicial 
action can eliminate this 
dangerous practice. Social 
media has further fueled 
this trend, as young people 
display weapons to appear 
like “dons” or “gangsters,” 
encouraging more inci-
dents of aerial firing. Social 
circles and police officials 
have emphasized that par-
ents and society must take 
responsibility to protect the 
younger generation from 
gun culture and provide 
positive upbringing.—APP

KP public rejects 
PTI shutter-down 

call: Murtaza 
ABBOTTABAD: Former 
Federal Minister and Pro-
vincial General Secretary of 
Pakistan Muslim League, 
Murtaza Javed Abbasi, 
has said that the people of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have 
decisively rejected Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s call 
for a shutter-down strike, 
calling it a clear expres-
sion of public distrust in 
the provincial government 
policies and its failed style 
of politics.
In a statement issued on 
Monday, Murtaza Javed 
Abbasi said that business 
activities across the prov-
ince continued as usual, 

with nearly 90 percent of 
markets remaining open, 
which demonstrated that 
traders and the general 
public prioritize peace, 
stability, and economic 
activity over political ag-
itation. He alleged that 
PTI workers attempted to 
harass traders and forci-
bly close shops at various 
places, terming such ac-
tions unacceptable and un-
lawful. He demanded that 
those involved in harassing 
shopkeepers and coercing 
them into shutting down 
their businesses should be 
dealt with strictly in accord-
ance with the law.

Condemning the practice 
of forcing people to partic-
ipate in protests, he said 
that political parties should 
respect the democratic 
right of citizens to carry 
out their lawful economic 
activities without fear or 
pressure. He added that 
PTI should learn a lesson 
from the public response 
to its call and reconsider its 
confrontational approach.
Murtaza Javed Abbasi fur-
ther stated that the people 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
have once again proved that 
Pakistan’s development 
and prosperity are their top 
priorities.—APP

Punjab expands skill 
base to meet global 
workforce demand

Punjab is rapidly strengthening its technical 
and vocational education system to meet rising 

international, national and local demand for skilled 
workers, particularly in markets such as Gulf 

countries, Japan, and some others
lAHORE: According to 
Regional Manager Punjab 
Vocational Training Coun-
cil (PVTC) Asif Ali, 15,000 
students are currently 
acquiring technical edu-
cation in the Multan, Ba-
hawalpur and Dera Ghazi 
Khan divisions alone, 
while the overall number 
of trainees across Punjab 
is being increased to one 
lakh during the current 
year. Talking to APP Mul-
tan, he said that at present 
190 technical institutes 
are operating in Punjab, 
offering training in 60 
different trades. These 
institutes not only provide 

theoretical knowledge but 
also ensure practical, in-
dustry-based training to 
equip students with mar-
ket-relevant skills.
He added the syllabus 
is being upgraded every 
year in line with changing 
technological and market 
requirements, while new 
trades are being intro-
duced to enhance employ-
ability and open pathways 
to jobs at the internation-
al, national and local lev-
els. Asif Ali further said 
the Punjab government is 
establishing three Centres 
of Excellence to deliver 
advanced, future-oriented 

education. These include 
a Mechanical Hub in Mul-
tan, a Hospitality Hub in 
Rawalpindi, and an IT Hub 
in Lahore. The centres 
will have the capacity to 
train more than 1,000 stu-
dents at a time in modern 
professional skills.
He maintained that the 
upgradation of 375 labora-
tories across the province 
is another significant initi-
ative aimed at improving 
training standards and 
ensuring that Punjab’s 
skilled workforce remains 
competitive in both do-
mestic and global job mar-
kets.—APP

Empowering 
youth top 

priority 
of govt: 

Mashhood
LAHORE: Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme (PMYP) 
Chairman Rana Mashhood 
Ahmad Khan has said that 
it is a top priority of Prime 
Minister Muhammad Sheh-
baz Sharif to empower the 
youth and positively engage 
them in a meaningful and 
productive manner.
He said this while address-
ing the Pakistan Interna-
tional Culinary Champion-
ship (PICC) 2026 here on 
Monday He said, “NAVVTC 
(National Vocational and 
Technical Training Com-
mission) contributes sig-
nificantly to the nation’s 
workforce development 
and economic growth.” The 
PMYP chairman lauded 
NAVVTC’s role and said 
it was leading in technical 
education, hospitality, IT, 
and other training-related 
areas. He said that provid-
ing technical education to 
youngsters was one of the 
country’s biggest challeng-
es so that they could secure 
good earning opportunities 
both within and outside Pa-
kistan He said, “The Prime 
Minister Youth Skill De-
velopment Fund has be-
come the largest fund in 
the region for technical 
education.” He said, “The 
government’s role is to 
provide support to institu-
tions that have established 
their identity in the mar-
ket so that they can create 
further opportunities for 
the people.” He said that 
the Basant Festival not 
only boosted economic ac-
tivity but also created so-
cial cohesion, adding that 
the credit went to Punjab 
Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz. He congratulated 
the College of Tourism 
and Hotel Management 
(COTHM), its President 
Ahmad Shafiq, and all part-
ners for organizing the 
event. He also welcomed 
the dignitaries from 27 
countries who arrived in 
Pakistan and expressed 
hope that they would have 
the best time during their 
stay in the country.
MNA Shaista Pervaiz Ma-
lik also spoke on the occa-
sion. Earlier, the chairman 
inaugurated PICC 2026 by 
cutting a ribbon.—APP

Shafi calls for expedited 
completion of uplift projects 
PESHAWAR: In an important 
high-level meeting, SACM 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for 
Information and Public Rela-
tions, Shafi Jan on Monday re-
viewed ongoing and proposed 
development projects in Ko-
hat and assessed measures 
for improving the city’s urban 
infrastructure. The meeting 
was attended by Deputy Com-
missioner Kohat Muhammad 

Nawaz Wazir, Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner (F&P) 
Amir Ali Shah, Chief Engi-
neer KPCIP, representatives 
of SNGPL, officials of the 
Urban Area Development 
Authority, and Qasim Zu-
bair, focal person of MNA 
Shehryar Afridi Participants 
held detailed discussions on 
the construction and reha-
bilitation of roads, gas pipe-

line installation, drainage 
systems, urban beautifica-
tion, provision of basic civic 
amenities, and the progress, 
quality, and timelines of var-
ious development schemes. 
Matters relating to inter-de-
partmental coordination, 
public complaints, and 
hurdles causing delays in 
ongoing projects were also 
thoroughly reviewed. – APP

NAB engages 
youth to 
promote 

culture of 
integrity 

LAHORE :The National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) 
Lahore has intensified its 
awareness and prevention 
efforts by engaging youth-led 
platforms to promote integ-
rity, transparency and good 
governance.
A session was held at NAB 
Lahore, here on Monday, 
with members of the Pa-
kistan Youth Parliament, 
where Additional Director 
Awareness NAB Lahore At-
tia Azmat highlighted the 
importance of collabora-
tion with young citizens in 
strengthening democratic 
values and fostering ethical 
behaviour in society. She 
said youth participation was 
vital for sustainable national 
development and long-term 
accountability.
She briefed participants on 
NAB’s mandate under Sec-
tion 33(c) of the NAB Or-
dinance, which assigns the 
Bureau the responsibility of 
educating the public, reform-
ing systems and promoting a 
culture of integrity alongside 
its investigative
role. She added that the 
Awareness and Prevention 
Wing was working to sensi-
tize communities against cor-
ruption through sustained 
outreach.
Attia Azmat said that under 
the guidance of Director 
General NAB Lahore Mirza 
Faran Baig, the bureau had 
launched extensive aware-
ness initiatives including an-
ti-corruption seminars, work-
shops, awareness walks, wall 
of culture campaigns and the 
establishment of Character 
Building Societies in edu-
cational institutions. These 
initiatives aim to strengthen 
public trust and encourage 
collective responsibility in 
countering corruption.
Representing the Pakistan 
Youth Parliament, its Pres-
ident Abu Baker stressed 
the need to bridge the gap 
between youth and state in-
stitutions.—APP
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AIOU Gramora 
for Urdu to 

promote digital 
linguistics

ISLAMABAD: A launching 
ceremony of the artificial 
intelligence-based linguistic 
software “Gramora for Urdu” 
was held at Allama Iqbal Open 
University to promote the 
Urdu language and align it 
with modern technological 
requirements.
The chief guests of the cere-
mony were Minister of State 
for Education and Profession-
al Training Ms. Wajiha Qamar 
and senior politician and intel-
lectual Senator Pervez Rashid 
while the event was hosted by 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Na-
sir Mahmood.
Addressing the ceremony, 
Wajiha Qamar said that Urdu 
is a symbol of our national 
identity and cultural heritage 
and linking it with modern 
technologies such as artificial 
intelligence is an important 
need of the time. She stated 
that this software would prove 
to be a significant advance-
ment in the fields of academ-
ic research, digital learning, 
translation and natural lan-
guage processing.
Senator Pervez Rashid said 
that Urdu is not merely a lan-
guage of communication but 
a custodian of our intellectual 
and cultural history and that 
such linguistic software will 
play an important role in se-
curing the digital future of the 
Urdu language.
He termed the software an 
extraordinary and commend-
able initiative, describing it 
as a major milestone among 
efforts undertaken so far. On 
this occasion, he congratulat-
ed Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. 
Nasir Mahmood and Director 
of the Centre for Languages 
and Translation Studies, Dr. 
Ghulam Ali on this success-
ful endeavor. Former Chief 
Minister of Gilgit-Baltistan 
Hafiz Hafeez-ur-Rehman said 
that nations progress through 
their mother tongues. Em-
phasizing the commercializa-
tion of the software, he added 
that in the future it should be 
available on every student’s 
mobile phone Vice Chancel-
lor Prof. Dr. Nasir Mahmood 
stated that the university is 
utilizing modern research and 
technology for the promotion 
of the national language. He 
explained that “Gramora for 
Urdu” will play an effective 
role in automated linguistic 
analysis, text classification, 
and the processing of speech 
and written data.—DNA

03

Commendation certificates 
awarded to Police officials
The Additional Inspector General of Police, Muhammad Wisal Fakhar Sultan lauded the officers on 

their dedicated approach towards official tasks

dna

ISLAMABAD : Additional Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, National Highways and 
Motorway Police (NHMP), Muhammad 
Wisal Fakhar Sultan Monday awarded Com-
mendation Certificates and cash awards 
to NHMP officers in recognition of their 
exceptional performance and dedication 
towards official duties. IP/SPO Abdul Nasir 
was awarded Commendation Certificate I 
(CC-I) along with a cash prize in acknowl-
edgement of his exemplary passion while 
undertaking official duty during recent 
snowfall at Sector IMDC (Murree). Mean-
while, IP/SPO Kashif Mehmoof was award-
ed CC-I along with suitable cash award in 
recognition of his active and cautious duty 
at weight station. IP Kashif, while deployed 
at weight station, showed extraordinary 
vigilance and alertness keeping in view the 
campaign against overloaded HTVs.
The Additional Inspector General of Police, 
Muhammad Wisal Fakhar Sultan lauded 
the officers on their dedicated approach 
towards official tasks. He directed all ranks 
to maintain the spirit of public service and 
uphold the high working standards of Na-
tional Highways and Motorway Police. The 
Additional IGP further resolved that good 
performing officers will be rewarded in the 
future as well. 

DNA

Islamabad: Prime Minister 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
Raja Faisal Mumtaz Rathore, has 
said that his government is fully 
committed to providing all possible 
facilities to investors and creating a 
conducive environment for industrial 
development and export promotion. 
He announced that the AJK govern-
ment is all set to host an Overseas In-
vestment Conference on February 
15–16, 2026, aimed at showcasing 
the region’s immense investment 
potential.
The AJK Prime Minister was ad-
dressing an impressive and hugely 
attended ceremony held in his 
honour at the Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) 
on Monday. He emphasized that 
promotion of the private sector 
and strengthening public-private 
partnerships remain top priorities 
of his government. Highlighting 
AJK’s vast untapped potential, 
he said the region offers lucra-
tive opportunities in natural 
resources, tourism, hydropow-
er, minerals, and agricultural 
production.
Prime Minister Rathore point-
ed out that Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir is located at just one 
hour’s drive from Islamabad, 
making it a highly accessible 
and attractive destination 

for investment. He urged the 
Pakistani business community, 
particularly entrepreneurs from 
Islamabad, to seriously consid-
er investing in AJK and invited 
them to attend the forthcoming 
Overseas Investment Confer-
ence to witness firsthand the 
available opportunities.
ICCI President Sardar Tahir Me-
hmood, in his welcome address 
emphasizing that Pakistan’s busi-
ness community has consistently 

stood in solidarity with the peo-
ple of Kashmir and will continue 
to advocate for their political, 
moral and diplomatic rights at 
national and international fo-
rums.
Highlighting the vast econom-
ic potential of Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir, Sardar Tahir Mehmood 
said the region offers attractive 
opportunities in tourism, hy-
dropower generation, agricul-
ture, minerals, handicrafts and 

small and medium enterprises. 
He stressed the need for en-
hanced collaboration through 
joint ventures, investment facil-
itation, trade delegations and 
business-to-business linkages to 
ensure shared prosperity for the 
people and business communi-
ties of both Islamabad and AJK.
Advisor to the Prime Minister of 
AJK on Investment, Fahd Yaqub, 
highlighted the government’s 
investor-friendly policies, includ-

ing tax holidays and compara-
tively lower electricity tariffs, 
and showcased the industrial and 
tourism potential of the region.
Chairman ICCI Founder Group 
Sheikh Tariq Sadiq said that 
trade and economic linkages 
between Pakistan and Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir are strong and 
reaffirmed ICCI’s full support in 
coordinating efforts to promote 
AJK’s investment potential.
Dr. Rashid Ilyas Khan, President 

of Centaurus Group, stressed 
the need for establishing an in-
dustrial zone in AJK, along with 
focused career counselling and 
skill development initiatives to 
prepare youth in line with inter-
national market requirements.
President AJK Traders Wing Sar-
dar Amjad Azam underscored 
the importance of closer collab-
oration between the business 
communities of AJK and Islam-
abad, terming it a win-win situation 
for both sides.
ICCI Senior Vice President Tahir 
Ayub, who conducted the event in 
an impressive manner, dedicated 
the ceremony to the oppressed 
Kashmiris who are victims of In-
dian state terrorism. In his vote of 
thanks, ICCI Vice President Irfan 
Chaudhry expressed hope that the 
AJK Prime Minister’s visit would 
serve as a milestone in bringing the 
business communities of Islamabad 
and AJK closer together. Prominent 
attendees included former ICCI 
Presidents Khalid Javaid, Moham-
mad Ejaz Abbasi, Mian Shaukat 
Masood, and Zafar Bakhtawari, 
along with Executive Members 
Ms. Fatima Azim, Ms. Shumai-
la Siddiqui, Imran Minhas, Raja 
Naveed Satti, Zulqurnain Abbasi, 
Malik Abdul Aziz, Ishaq Sial, 
Nasir Mehmood Chaudhry, and 
Mirza Mohammad Ali,  among 
a large number of market rep-
resentatives.

ICCI showcases region’s  investment potential
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Shaza presents 

Islamabad AI declaration
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Information Technology and Tele-
communication Shaza Fatima Kha-
waja on Monday said Pakistan has 
formally articulated its vision on artifi-
cial intelligence through the adoption 
of the Islamabad Artificial Intelligence 
Declaration, aimed at promoting a sov-
ereign, inclusive and outcome-driven AI 
ecosystem Addressing Indus AI Week 
2026, the minister said the declaration 
was finalised after detailed delibera-
tions, including a high-level roundtable 
held the night before with more than 40 
global technology leaders from across 
the world. The event brought together 
national and international AI experts, 
industry leaders and government repre-
sentatives to engage in high-level discus-
sions and envision the future of artificial 
intelligence in Pakistan. She thanked 
international participants for travelling 
to Pakistan and acknowledged the ef-
forts of the Pakistan Digital Authority, 

the Ministry of IT team, Pakistan Soft-
ware Export Board, Universal Service 
Fund, and other institutions involved in 
organising the initiative. Shaza Fatima 
said the declaration underscores a pri-
vate sector-led and government-enabled 
approach to artificial intelligence, with a 
focus on strengthening Pakistan’s digi-
tal society, digital economy and digital 
governance. She emphasised that the 
framework is anchored in public value 
and public trust, supported by strong 
institutions, responsible safeguards and 
disciplined execution, while ensuring 
space for innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. The minister outlined eight core 
pillars of the Islamabad AI Declaration: 
sovereign purpose and measurable pub-
lic value; human accountability under 
constitutional authority; use case-first 
pragmatic delivery; sovereign data pri-
vacy and trust; explainable, auditable 
and safe AI; a whole-of-government 
approach to AI governance; inclusive 

and responsible innovation; and pri-
vate sector-led, sovereign and open AI 
ecosystems. She said the declaration 
was developed under the direction of 
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif and reflects some of his earliest 
directives to define Pakistan’s position 
on artificial intelligence at the global 
level. Approved by the prime minister 
and shaped through consultations with 
local and international stakeholders, 
the declaration represents Pakistan’s 
formal commitment to responsible AI 
development. Shaza Fatima reaffirmed 
that Pakistan aims to lead by example 
in adopting artificial intelligence that 
is ethical, transparent and aligned with 
national priorities. Former Chief Infor-
mation Officer of Estonia, Siim Sikkut, 
who also addressed the event, said na-
tionwide digitalisation was essential to 
deliver services efficiently, remain 
competitive and strengthen govern-
ance.—DNA

Roots celebrates Parents Day with 
vibrant cultural performances

ISLAMABAD: Roots Millennium 
School (RMS), Trafalgar Campus, or-
ganized its Annual Parents Day 2026 
at the Pakistan National Council of the 
Arts (PNCA) with the inspiring theme 
“Education for Sustainability, Leader-
ship and Global Harmony.”
The event featured colourful student 
performances reflecting creativity, 
cultural diversity, and global aware-
nessA creative Artifical Intelligence 
themed presentation, highlighted in-
novation, values, and social responsi-
bility, while a cultural showcase repre-
sented countries including the United 
Kingdom, China, South Africa, and 

Palestine. One of the most engaging 
segments was a patriotic performance 
on “Dil Dil Pakistan,” with students 
wearing traditional cultural dresses 
representing all provinces of Paki-
stan, celebrating unity in diversity. 
The presentation on Sustainable De-
velopment Goals by the students also 
received huge appreciation. Address-
ing the gathering, Executive Director, 
The Millennium Education, Anna 
Faisal, said that Parents Day is being 
celebrated across all Millennium insti-
tutions, providing children a platform 
that builds lifelong confidence. “When 
children perform on such stages, 

the confidence and memories stay 
with them for life. Our teachers put 
tremendous energy into nurturing stu-
dents every day,” she said, adding that 
the institution is moving toward digital 
classrooms and skill-based learning to 
shape the future of children. She appre-
ciated the dedication of teachers and 
staff, noting the immense effort behind 
every successful student. Also speaking 
on the occasion, Amna Salik, Director of 
Education, The Millennium Education 
(TME), said that success is not only 
about academic results but about build-
ing resilience, personality, attitude, in-
tegrity, and strong character.—APP

Pakistan reforms 
report 2026 

launched
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Reforms Report 2026 was 
launched in Islamabad on Monday, documenting more than 
600 governance reforms carried out across 135 federal min-
istries, divisions and affiliated institutions during 2025, ac-
cording to the organisers Prepared by Mishal Pakistan — the 
country partner institute of the World Economic Forum — the 
report is the second annual edition of what is described as Paki-
stan’s first systematic documentation of governance reforms. 
It notes a fivefold increase in reform activity compared to the 
previous year. The report indicates a shift in policy focus from 
crisis stabilisation toward strengthening long-term state capac-
ity. The energy sector accounted for roughly 40 per cent of 
the recorded reforms, followed by law and justice, and digital 
governance and IT, highlighting an emphasis on structural and 
digital transformation. More than 200 reforms were imple-
mented through digital platforms aimed at improving transpar-
ency and reducing administrative discretion. Fiscal and energy 
sector measures, including renegotiated independent power 
producer contracts, are projected to generate about Rs1.4 tril-
lion in power-sector savings. The report also notes progress in 
natural resource development, including the $6 billion Reko 
Diq copper-gold project and new tight gas and offshore explo-
ration policies targeting around $5bn in potential investment. 
Federal Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Co-
ordination Dr Musadik Malik, who attended the launch as 
chief guest, stressed the importance of credible documenta-
tion in strengthening public trust and improving Pakistan’s 
standing among international partners and investors. He said 
transparent, fact-based reporting helps shift public discourse 
from policy announcements to implementation and outcomes 
Mishal Pakistan Chief Executive Officer Amir Jahangir said the 
report aims to create an institutional memory of governance 
reforms, enabling year-to-year comparison and long-term anal-
ysis. Co-founder Puruesh Chaudhary said the initiative focuses 
on documenting reforms that improve access, transparency 
and trust, particularly in digital governance, justice delivery 
and citizen services. According to the report, a significant 
proportion of reforms align with Sustainable Development 
Goal 16 — peace, justice and strong institutions — indicating 
a policy emphasis on institutional strengthening, rule of law, 
accountability, regulatory modernisation and public access to 
information. The report places these developments within the 
broader national context of 2025, marked by fiscal pressures, 
security challenges and geopolitical tensions, but notes that 
reform momentum continued, particularly in digitisation and 
regulatory modernisation.—DNA

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days
Feb 04/Sri Lanka	

National Day

Feb 06/N. Zea-
land	

National Day

Feb 06/Uganda	
Army Day

Feb 11//Iran 	
Revolution day

Feb 16/DPR 
Korea	

National Day

Feb 16/Lithuania	
National Day

Feb 18/Gambia	
National Day

Feb 19/Nepal	
Democracy Day

Feb 23/Uzbekistan
National Day

Feb 23/Brunei
National Day

Feb 23/Guyana	
National Day

Feb 23/Russia	
National Army Day

Feb 23/Tajikistan	
Armed Forces Day

Feb 25/Kuwait
National Day 

IN THE COURT OF 
SHAHZADA KAMRAN 
CIVIL/ FAMILY JUDGE 
RAWALPINDI Applica-
tion for Guardian Cer-
tificate Sanana Amir Gul 
Widow of Amir Gul R/o 
Railway Road, Railway 
Line, 14-2 Rawalpindi 
Versus Public at large 
Notice to Public at Large 
The service through or-
dinary means is difficult, 
so informed the public 
at large through this 
notice if any one have 
objection regarding the 
said application he at-
tend the court person-
ally, through counsel or 
attorney on 10-02-2026 
at 9 am

Court Notice 
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Briefs
FCCP hears 

case 
ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Constitutional Court on Mon-
day heard a case concerning 
the alleged disqualification of 
National Assembly member 
Sohail Sultan from Swat and 
issued notice to the Attorney 
General seeking assistance 
on constitutional and legal 
questions involved in the 
matter. During the hearing, 
the Court sought the Attor-
ney General’s assistance and 
raised the question whether 
the Office of the Speaker of 
the National Assembly can 
send a reference regarding 
a disqualification dispute 
before elections.  The Court 
also asked the Attorney Gen-
eral to clarify whether the 
Election Commission has the 
authority to hear a reference 
relating to a pre-election dis-
qualification dispute. Coun-
sel for Sohail Sultan, Bar-
rister Gohar, argued that in 
cases of this nature neither 
the Election Commission has 
the jurisdiction to hear the 
matter nor can the Speaker 
of the National Assembly 
send such a reference. A 
two-member bench head-
ed by Justice Aamir Farooq 
heard the case and adjourned 
the proceedings for an indefi-
nite period.—APP

IMCG 
I-14/3 hold 

intercollegiate 
competitions 

Islamabad : An inter-col-
legiate competition of flow-
er arrangement and card 
making was held at Model 
College for Girls I-14/3. The 
chief guest on the occasion 
was Educationist Javed 
Mughal, while the event was 
presided over by Principal 
Professor Shazia Wazir. Stu-
dents from eleven colleges 
participated in the compe-
tition. The panel of judges 
included Ali Akbar, Osama 
Hassan, Nosheen Fakhar, 
and Naheed Amjad.
According to the judges, 
in the flower arrangement 
competition, Momina Zubair 
from host college secured 
first position. While Fatima 
and Umama from G-10/4 
secured bagged second posi-
tion, and Aoun, Muskan and 
Mahnoor from F-7/2 secured 
third position. Myra Waseem 
and Sheeza Ali from F-11 
Home Economics received 
the encouragement award, 
while Fiza Ilyas and Hooria 
Shahid from ICG were also 
given appreciation prizes.
In the card making compe-
tition, Zainab Bibi secured 
first position but later with-
drew, after which Ayesha 
from F-11 Home Economics 
College was awarded first 
place. Maria Noor from F-7/2 
secured second position, and 
Amina Azhar from F-6/2 got 
third position. Model College 
Kuriang Town received the 
encouragement award.
In her welcome address, the 
principal prof shazia said that 
despite limited resources, 
she has worked hard for the 
development of the institu-
tion, and now around one 
thousand students are study-
ing here. Compared to major 
colleges in the federal capi-
tal, this college does not have 
a proper hall for students and 
also faces a shortage of staff 
and other necessary facili-
ties. She added that a request 
has already been submitted 
to the Federal Directorate of 
Education—APP

NDMA dispatches 
28th humanitarian 
aid consignment to 

Palestine
ISLAMABAD:National Dis-
aster Management Authority 
(NDMA) has dispatched an 
additional humanitarian aid 
consignment for the people 
of Palestine following the 
special directives of Prime 
Minister.
The 28th relief consignment, 
comprising 100 tons of tents, 
has been sent with the sup-
port of Alkhidmat Founda-
tion. The relief goods were 
dispatched through a special 
flight from Allama Iqbal In-
ternational Airport, Lahore 
to Al-arish Egypt for onward 
delivery to Gaza. 
With the dispatch of this 
latest consignment, the to-
tal volume of humanitarian 
assistance sent to Palestine 
through 28 consignments 
has reached 2,727 tons. The 
sending-off ceremony was 
attended by Punjab Housing 
Minister, MPA Mian Bilal 
Yasin as chief guests. Senior 
officials from NDMA, MoFA, 
along with representatives 
of government departments 
and Alkhidmat Foundation, 
were also present on the 
occasion. Government of Pa-
kistan and the people of Pa-
kistan stand firmly with the 
people of Palestine in this 
difficult time and will contin-
ue to make every possible 
effort to support them and 
address their humanitarian 
needs.—APP

Zonal SPs lead 
grand search 

operation
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) 
Police  conducted a grand 
search and combing opera-
tion in various areas of the 
federal capital under the 
supervision of zonal SPs to 
curb criminal activities and 
ensure public safety. An offi-
cial told APP on Monday that 
the search operation was 
carried out with the partici-
pation of zonal police teams, 
including women police of-
ficers, to ensure thorough 
checking and effective imple-
mentation of security meas-
ures. During the operation, 
police teams checked 145 in-
dividuals and 84 households, 
while 59 motorcycles and 20 
vehicles were also inspected 
as part of the verification 
process. The official said that 
during the operation, 11 sus-
picious persons, including six 
Afghan nationals, along with 
10 motorcycles were shifted 
to concerned police stations 
for further verification and 
legal action. He added that 
illegal weapons along with 
ammunition were also recov-
ered during the search oper-
ation. The official said that 
the objective of the operation 
was to prevent crime, iden-
tify suspicious elements and 
maintain peace and order in 
the area. Following the direc-
tives of Inspector General of 
Police Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, 
grand search.—APP

Pakistan faces  high burden of eye 
cancer in children: Al-Shifa Trust

All genetic testing at the hospital is provided free of charge, despite the high costs involved, said Major 
General (Retd) Rehmat Khan, president of Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospital

DNA
 
RAWALPINDI: Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospital 
in Rawalpindi has completed genetic test-
ing for 139 patients from 91 families with 
inherited eye conditions, marking one year 
since opening Pakistan’s first genetic test-
ing lab dedicated to eye disorders.
The lab, launched in January 2025, helps 
doctors identify genes that cause inher-
ited vision loss. These conditions affect 
roughly eight million people globally. 
Pakistan’s genetic eye disease burden is 
substantially higher than the global rate, 
though no official data exists, said Dr Ru-
taba Gul, Geneticist, Department of Oph-
thalmic Genetics.
The hospital’s Department of Ophthal-
mic Genetics employs advanced DNA 
testing to confirm causes of inherited eye 
diseases. This technology enables earlier 
and more precise diagnoses, she added.
Pakistan’s higher risk of inherited eye 
diseases is partly due to cousin marriag-
es, which are common in many regions. 
Research indicates that over 70 percent 
of inherited retinal disease cases in Pa-
kistan occur in children born to closely 
related parents. Consequently, these 
disorders are more prevalent than in Eu-
rope, the United States, or other Asian 
countries. The genetic lab diagnoses 
many conditions that, if left untreated, 
could lead to severe vision loss or blind-
ness. Patients are referred to the genet-
ics department by eye specialists based 
on symptoms and family history. Once a 
genetic cause is confirmed, families re-

ceive genetic counselling to understand 
the risks to other family members and 
future children, as well as available treat-
ment options. Additionally, Prof. Dr Tayyab 
Afghani, Head of the Orbit and Oculoplas-

tics Department, noted that Pakistan also 
faces a significant burden of eye cancer 
among children. Al-Shifa Trust hospitals 
treat around 700 children with eye cancer 
each year, approximately twice as many as 

in India. All genetic testing at the hospital 
is provided free of charge, despite the high 
costs involved, said Major General (Retd) 
Rehmat Khan, president of Al-Shifa Trust 
Eye Hospital.

Rana Ihsaan  receives 
Cambodia’s Cham Nimul 
ISLAMABAD: Rana Ihsaan Afzal Khan, Coordinator 
to the Prime Minister on Commerce, Government of 
Pakistan, today received Ms.Cham Nimul, Minister of 
Commerce of the Kingdom of Cambodia, at the State 
Lounge of Islamabad International Airport. Accompa-
nied by a senior official delegation, Cham Nimul is in 
Pakistan from February 10-11, 2026, to co-chair the 
2nd meeting of the Pakistan-Cambodia Joint Trade 
Committee (JTC), said a release issued here on Mon-
day. The inaugural JTC session was held in Phnom 
Penh on January 21, 2025, led by Pakistan’s Minister 
for Commerce, Mr. Jam Kamal Khan.  The JTC serves 
as the primary platform to advance bilateral trade, 
investment, and economic cooperation.
Diplomatic ties between Pakistan and Cambodia were 
formalized on May 28, 1952, with Pakistan among the 
first nations to recognize Cambodia’s independence 
from French colonial rule. While bilateral trade vol-
umes remain modest, Pakistan consistently enjoys 
a surplus.  In FY 2024-25, Pakistan exported goods 
worth $29.2 million to Cambodia, against imports of 
$4.70 million, yielding a trade balance of $24.5 mil-

lion (source: TDAS). Key Pakistani exports include 
medicaments (USD 11.74 million), woven cotton fabrics 
($5.23 million), cotton yarn ($2.72 million), and pre-
pared leather products. Imports from Cambodia feature 
structures ($2.29 million), cocoa powder ($ 1.85 mil-
lion), and select apparel items. The 1st JTC explored 
collaboration in trade facilitation, investment, agricul-
ture, textiles, customs, and related sectors, with discus-
sions on a Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA). This 
visit will feature the official announcement of the launch 
of PTA negotiations, designed to lower tariffs, improve 
market access, expand trade volumes, and promote joint 
ventures. This engagement supports Pakistan’s strategy 
to build bilateral ties with ASEAN members amid efforts 
toward broader ASEAN integration. Cambodia, with its 
robust growth (around 6% GDP in 2024, driven by tour-
ism and manufacturing) and participation in RCEP and 
multiple FTAs, offers complementary opportunities. 
The Government of Pakistan is committed to elevating 
economic relations with Cambodia, fostering sustaina-
ble growth, and unlocking mutual benefits through en-
hanced trade and investment linkages.—APP

Zong partners with MOITT 
ISLAMABAD: Zong, Pakistan’s is partnering with the Ministry of Information Technology and Telecommunication 
(MOITT) for Indus AI Week 2026, Pakistan’s flagship national initiative on Artificial Intelligence (AI). 
This represents a defining step in Pakistan’s journey toward responsible, scalable, and inclusive AI adoption and adapta-
tion. This event brings together national to international AI Experts, industry and government leadership to engage in 
high-level dialogue and envision future of Artificial Intelligence in Pakistan.  Zong’s strategic partnership with Indus AI 
Week 2026 reflects its commitment and leadership in Pakistan’s journey toward Digital Transformation.  It is defined 
by artificial intelligence, intelligent networks, innovation-driven infrastructure, and digital platforms.  As a technology 
leader, Zong is expanding beyond connectivity, enabling digital capabilities required to scale AI across sectors and insti-
tutions.  This partnership is augmented by China Mobile’s global technological leadership, bringing deep expertise in 
AI, Cloud, Big Data, and next-generation networks.  During the event,  at the Indus Innovation, Learning & Engagement 
Arena (AI marketplace - Sports Complex Islamabad), Zong will assert its technological leadership by showcasing a com-
prehensive portfolio of AI-driven solutions, products, and digital services designed to accelerate Pakistan’s intelligent 
transformation.  Zong’s showcase spans advanced AI platforms, consumer and enterprise solutions, and digital ecosys-
tems, including Z-AIVA, Zong A-EYE, OZ GPT, My Zong App, next-generation gaming platforms, and more, demonstrat-
ing the depth and maturity of its AI capabilities across multiple use cases and industries. key highlight of the showcase 
will be the unveiling of Z-Smart Hub, a powerful convergence of Z-SAIS Cloud and DICT, enabling secure, scalable, and 
intelligent digital services. Complementing this will be the introduction of next-generation ZTE AI-enabled handsets and 
smart glasses, reinforcing Zong’s commitment to delivering best-in-class, future-ready technology experiences. On the 
partnership with MOITT AI Indus Week, Huo Junli, Chairman & CEO, Zong said, “Artificial Intelligence is now central to 
economic competitiveness and national progress. Zong’s partnership with Indus AI Week 2026 reflects our commitment 
to lead Pakistan’s transition toward an intelligence-driven digital economy. By combining advanced networks, intelligent 
platforms, and China Mobile’s global technological expertise, we are enabling a resilient AI ecosystem, one that empow-
ers innovation, strengthens digital sovereignty, and delivers long-term value for the country”. Through this partnership, 
Zong is institutionalising its role as a national digital enabler, driving Pakistan’s transition to a high-value, AI-led economy. 
Zong is aligning global expertise with national priorities to contribute future-ready and resilient Digital Pakistan.—DNA

CDNS achieve 
Rs750b savings 

inflows 
ISLAMABAD :The Central Directorate of National Sav-
ings (CDNS) has attained Rs750 billion in savings in-
flows from July 1st to February , 6th of the current fiscal 
year 2025-26, achieving over half of its annual target and 
reflecting steady progress in promoting a savings cul-
ture in the country. According to officials, the CDNS has 
set an overall savings inflows target of Rs1.3 trillion 
for FY 2025-26.  The inflows recorded so far indicate 
encouraging public participation in national savings 
schemes during the first half of the fiscal year. Simi-
larly, the CDNS has fixed a target of Rs50 billion for 
investments in Islamic savings instruments during 
the current fiscal year to support the growth of the Is-
lamic economy, a senior CDNS official told APP here 
Monday. Sharing details of previous performance, 
the official said National Savings had set an annual 
target of Rs1.65 trillion for FY 2024-25, alongside a 
Rs170 billion target for Islamic finance investments, 
both aimed at strengthening the savings culture and 
expanding Shariah-compliant financial options. Reply-
ing to a question, he said the CDNS realized Rs1.742 
trillion in fresh bonds during FY 2023-24, surpass-
ing 100 percent of the annual target. National Sav-
ings had set a target of Rs1.7 trillion for that year, 
and exceeding it was an encouraging sign of public 
confidence. The CDNS had also achieved its target 
of Rs1.6 trillion in fresh bonds in FY 2022-23, which 
was Rs200 billion higher than the Rs1.3 trillion target 
set for FY 2021-22. The savings target for FY 2021-22 
was later reviewed upward to Rs1.4 trillion in view of 
market trends and the objective of further improving 
the national savings culture. The official said institu-
tional reforms were under way in the CDNS, with new 
initiatives, innovations and policy measures being in-
troduced to enhance efficiency and expand outreach 
across the country.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Workers busy in installing peacock model on a green belt at Constitution Avenue, in the Federal Capital.
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Al-Sharaa through 
Lebanese eyes

T HE Lebanese politician said he was at a loss every time he 
thought about Syrian President Ahmad Al-Sharaa. He has an in-
triguing and complex past that merits deep study to understand 

the major transformation he has gone through. He admitted that he was 
alarmed when he saw the 40-something man take over Damascus after 
the downfall of Bashar Assad’s regime. He was quick to clarify however: 
“I was never sorry to see the collapse of the Assad regime. In the end, 
those who deserve to fall will fall. He mismanaged the legacy he inher-
ited and did not amend the several deep flaws inside the ruling system.
“He believed that running the palace means being able to run Damascus, and 
that running Damascus means running the whole of Syria. He never acknowl-
edged the massive suffering or the terrible figures and statistics. Oppres-
sion, poverty and despair. He couldn’t build trust with the everyday Syrian. 
He never dared to open a window and, when he did, he was quick to close it. 
He banked on fear in making the people submit,” added the politician.
Moreover, Assad “lost the image of the strong leader after the withdrawal of 
Syrian troops from Lebanon in the wake of Rafik Hariri’s assassination. After 
the eruption of the Syrian revolt, one thing was clear: Qassem Soleimani was 
in control of Syria, more so than Hafez Assad’s son. The same could be said 
of Hassan Nasrallah. Assad was the weakest player in that triangle.”
The politician acknowledged that in the early days following Al-
Sharaa’s assumption of power, he feared that “he would run Syria as 
Abu Mohammed Al-Golani, who spent years in Iraqi jail.” The politi-
cian said that the Beirut-Damascus route was mandatory for anyone 
who wanted to become involved in public life. The exception was a 
few who resisted the two Assads’ insistence on running Lebanon and 
making it subservient to Damascus. Those traveling that route hoped 
Damascus would learn from Beirut a degree of openness in terms of 
the economy and flexibility in regional and international politics. That 
never happened. Assad’s Syria’s ties with Turkiye teetered between 
love and hate before seating itself in the so-called Axis of Resistance. 
Today, the politician wonders why Beirut has not learned from Da-
mascus, especially in terms of setting priorities, decision-making and 
building regional and international credibility.
The politician said that Al-Sharaa, after spending years in Idlib, took 
the major decision of returning to the Syrian map and rearranging its 
dreams within its borders. He abandoned dreams that could lead to 
regional conflicts, adopting instead the slogan of “Syria first,” meaning 
saving Syria’s unity, rebuilding its economy and returning refugees and 
the displaced. In one year, he managed to establish Syria’s regional and 

international presence, transforming the country into a player after 
it had been a playground under Bashar Assad. The key to this was Al-
Sharaa’s handshake with US President Donald Trump, at the encour-
agement of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Trump lifted 
the Caesar Act sanctions and other obstacles soon after. Another test: 
Al-Sharaa knew that Russia was waiting for an opportunity to eliminate 
him in Idlib. He never gave in to the need for revenge. Instead, he 
realized the importance of Russia in overcoming the past, deliberately 
“forgetting” the demand for Assad’s deportation so that he can stand 
trial. And so, Al-Sharaa entered the Kremlin and, in turn, Europe.
The network of international relations allowed Al-Sharaa to deliver the 
message that the new Syria was focused on bolstering its stability and 
working toward prosperity. The new Syria is not concerned with policies 
of destabilizing its neighbors or meddling in their internal affairs. The 
network of relations helped lead to a solution with the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces based on the principle that the new Syria is a home for all 
its components. With complete pragmatism, Al-Sharaa realized that the 
new balance of power established after the Al-Aqsa Flood Operation and 
the ensuing savage Israeli war demanded that Syria quit the military as-
pect of the conflict with Israel. These were all tough decisions for a man 
emerging from the Al-Nusra Front and Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham.
The politician now asked two important questions about the future. First, 
can the Iranian leadership rearrange its policies and quit meddling in region-
al affairs? Can it return from the dream of changing the features of the re-
gion through violations, parallel armies and “resistance” and turn to a dream 
of stability inside its own map and pursue prosperity and investment? The 
point is for Iran to become a normal state. Iran is an important country in 
the region that boasts vast means, in contrast to its current economy and the 
dire conditions its people and currency are enduring.
The second question is can Hezbollah return from its costly regional trip 
and rearrange its papers and ambitions as a normal party that enjoys 
massive support inside its environment, while abandoning its arsenal and 
goals that go beyond Lebanon’s ability to endure? The politician said 
the new balance of power is stark and painful. Israel is a savage country 
with vastly superior technology and the international community does 
not want another war along the Israeli border. The Lebanese politician’s 
comments may not reflect the position of all Lebanese people, but the 
majority feels that way. It is definitely in Lebanon’s interest to raise the 
slogan of “Lebanon first” and form normal and fair relations with Syria. 
It should benefit from the reconstruction in Syria and restore regional 
and international trust in its ability to establish a state that is serious 
about reconstruction and building the economy. Rebuilding a prosperous 
Lebanon is the best response to Benjamin Netanyahu’s barbaric policies. 
Obstructing the Lebanese government’s efforts will only cost Lebanon 
the opportunity to get out of the abyss and lead the world to leave it to 
its own fate at the bottom of the new Middle East that is taking shape.
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Tianjin Declaration and Eurasian Cooperation

The urgent need for a peaceful settlement on Iran 

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Chris Doyle

T HE Tianjin Declaration, adopted at the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s 25th 
summit in September 2025, passed with-

out the dramatic headlines that often accompany 
global gatherings. Yet its significance lies precise-
ly in its restraint. In an era marked by loud proc-
lamations and performative diplomacy, the docu-
ment reflects a quieter recalibration of Eurasian 
politics, one that privileges continuity over spec-
tacle and gradual alignment over sudden rupture.
Held in the northern Chinese port city of Tianjin, 
the summit was the largest in the SCO’s history. 
Leaders from China, Russia, India, Pakistan, Iran 
and Central Asia gathered alongside observers 
and dialogue partners, marking a quarter-cen-
tury since the organisation’s founding. Chaired 
by President Xi Jinping, the meeting reaffirmed 
what the SCO has consistently presented as 
its guiding philosophy: the so-called “Shanghai 
Spirit” of mutual trust, respect for sovereignty, 
equality among states and non-interference.
At first glance, the declaration reads like a familiar 
catalogue of principles. It reiterates support for a 
multipolar world order, stresses adherence to the 
United Nations Charter and renews commitments 
to combat terrorism, separatism and extremism. 
Economic cooperation, regional connectivity 
and sustainable development are highlighted as 
shared priorities. There are also nods to global 
challenges, from trade disruptions to technolog-
ical governance, reflecting the concerns of a re-
gion that now accounts for a substantial share of 
the world’s population and economic output.
What makes the Tianjin Declaration noteworthy, 
however, is not the novelty of its language but the 
context in which it was issued. The international 
system remains deeply polarised, with major pow-
ers locked in strategic competition and multilateral 
institutions under strain. Against this backdrop, 
the SCO is positioning itself not as a challenger 
to existing structures but as an alternative forum 
where non-Western states can coordinate policies 
without the pressures of ideological conformity.
This aspiration is evident in the declaration’s em-
phasis on inclusivity and equality. Unlike allianc-
es built around security guarantees or shared po-
litical values, the SCO continues to define itself 
as a platform for dialogue among diverse politi-

cal systems. The presence of rivals such as India 
and Pakistan, alongside countries with varying 
relations with the West, underscores this point. 
The organisation’s strength lies in its ability to 
accommodate difference, even if that very diver-
sity limits its capacity for swift collective action. 
One of the more substantive outcomes linked to 
the Tianjin summit was the approval of the SCO 
Development Strategy through 2035. This long-
term framework seeks to align economic coop-
eration with social and environmental considera-
tions, echoing global discussions on development 
without explicitly adopting Western templates. It 
also provides the backdrop against which Russia’s 
proposal for a dedicated SCO Council on Sustaina-
ble Development should be understood.
Moscow’s initiative, first floated during its chair-
manship activities in 2025, reflects both pragmatic 
and political calculations. By hosting the inaugural 
SCO Sustainable Development Forum in Omsk and 
later proposing a formal council at the Heads of 
Government meeting in Moscow, Russia signalled 
its intent to shape the organisation’s economic 
agenda. The focus on sustainable development, en-
ergy security and regional models of growth allows 
Russia to remain relevant within the SCO despite 
the economic pressures it faces elsewhere. The 
proposal has found a receptive audience. SCO Sec-
retary-General Nurlan Yermekbayev described the 
idea as worthy of serious consideration and subse-
quent meetings have indicated gradual progress. 
By early 2026, references to sustainable develop-
ment as a core SCO priority had become more fre-
quent, including discussions held in Islamabad that 
linked the agenda to poverty reduction, food and 
energy security and environmental protection.
Importantly, the Tianjin Declaration itself endorsed 
closer cooperation on sustainability, particularly in 
industry and energy. While the document stops 
short of detailing institutional mechanisms, it pro-
vides political cover for initiatives such as Russia’s 
proposed council. In this sense, Tianjin can be 
seen as a moment of convergence, where broad 
principles were translated into a shared direction 
of travel rather than immediate commitments. For 
countries like Pakistan, the implications are both 
promising and cautionary. On the one hand, the 
SCO’s emphasis on development and connectivi-

ty aligns with Islamabad’s longstanding interest 
in regional trade, energy corridors and invest-
ment. Participation in sustainability-focused 
initiatives could offer access to expertise and 
financing tailored to regional conditions rather 
than externally imposed benchmarks.
On the other hand, the SCO’s consensus-driv-
en nature means progress will be incremental. 
Competing national priorities, economic dispar-
ities and unresolved bilateral tensions continue 
to shape the organisation’s trajectory. The Tian-
jin Declaration does not resolve these contra-
dictions; it merely manages them.The broader 
geopolitical message of the summit is equally 
measured. By reaffirming support for a multipo-
lar world, the SCO signals dissatisfaction with 
existing power hierarchies without articulating 
a clear alternative order. This ambiguity is delib-
erate. It allows member states to express shared 
frustrations while preserving strategic autonomy. 
For China, hosting the summit reinforced its role 
as a convening power in Eurasia. For Russia, it of-
fered a stage to demonstrate diplomatic relevance. 
For others, it provided reassurance that their voic-
es remain part of a collective conversation.
In this light, the Tianjin Declaration should be 
read less as a manifesto and more as a barome-
ter. It reflects a region seeking stability through 
cooperation rather than confrontation, aware 
of global uncertainties yet unwilling to be drawn 
into rigid blocs. The SCO’s gradual turn towards 
sustainable development, exemplified by Russia’s 
initiative, suggests an effort to anchor security con-
cerns within a broader socio-economic framework. 
Whether this approach will yield tangible results 
remains an open question. Much will depend on 
implementation, resource allocation and the ability 
of member states to move beyond rhetoric. 
Yet the very fact that such issues are now central 
to SCO discussions indicates a maturation of the 
organisation’s agenda. As global politics grows 
more fragmented, the Tianjin summit reminds 
us that not all recalibrations are dramatic. Some 
unfold through carefully worded declarations, in-
cremental institutional changes and the steady 
accumulation of shared priorities. In a turbu-
lent world, that quiet persistence may prove 
to be the SCO’s most enduring contribution.

T HE first round of the latest series of 
talks between the US and Iran appears 
to have progressed in Oman. Further 

negotiations are slated for this week. Hope lin-
gers. The prize is huge. An Iran that no longer 
pursues a nuclear path would be a major victory 
for nuclear disarmament at a time when Russia 
and the US no longer have any nuclear arms trea-
ties binding them. Failure looks as if it would trig-
ger war in the form of US military strikes. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has the military capabilities 
assembled in the region. War is always risky. War 
never has many certainties. Trump knows full 
well that kicking off a war is far easier than end-
ing one. War may happen soon by design but also 
as a result of a flashpoint, a misunderstanding 
between sides where trust is extinct.
What would be bombed? What would be the ob-
jective and would it be in any way achievable? 
It is unlikely Trump would sanction strikes to 
achieve regime change, as he knows this does 
not tend to happen. But an epidemic of wishful 
thinking still infects the thinking of too many 
external fly-by-night observers.
Degrading Iran’s capabilities is conceivable — for 
example, a decapitation strike. But this is not 
simple and, as with any strikes, civilian casual-
ties could mount up. And how long would the 
strikes last — days, weeks or months?
The Iranian leadership has some unsavory 
options in a full-blown war scenario. Ballistic 
missiles may still be dispatched toward Israel. 
Blocking the Strait of Hormuz, even partially, 
is another possibility, causing an immediate 
and damaging hit to the global economy. One 
can only guess at the sleeper cells Iran might 

unleash if the regime’s survival is threatened. 
To counter that, proponents of military action 
may argue that many of the worst-case scenari-
os did not materialize in last year’s 12-day war. 
This time around, however, the Iranian leader-
ship may see it as a fight to the death. All this 
is happening in the wake of arguably the largest 
protests in recent Iranian history and the subse-
quent brutal crackdown, which killed thousands. 
A war will not reincarnate the thousands killed in 
the protests. For those Iranians dreaming of re-
gime change, bombing from on high has a patchy 
record of success. Many envisage a large portion 
of Iranians closing ranks in the face of any US or 
US-Israeli strikes on Iran. It risks a “blitz” effect, 
whereby Iranians may tap into patriotic, nation-
alistic feelings. Many Iranians want to be able to 
handle their domestic challenges internally.
Let’s face reality. There are zero easy fixes for 
all the issues involving Iran. Every option has 
risks. Regime collapse could see the end of the 
Iranian state, with an enduring breakdown of 
law and order leading to a huge refugee crisis 
and interethnic strife. With Iran’s population 
of nearly 100 million and numerous identity 
groups, this would make the Iraq and Syria cri-
ses look like minor squabbles. Collapse could 
see some form of military takeover, with the 
removal of the theocratic classes from power. 
A deal could ensure regime survival, even its 
prolongation, which would not be attractive to 
those that oppose it. What about a deal? Time 
will be pressing. Trump is clearly not going 
to wait months, maybe not even weeks. He is 
pressuring other states to end their business 
dealings with Iran, threatening a 25 percent 

tariff on those that continue such trade. One 
risk is that a deal is done too hastily and is not 
properly worked out, left riddled with holes 
and gaps. A weak deal could be one of the 
worst outcomes. The Iranian negotiators could 
have alternative careers as poker players.
What might a deal include? It could be narrow 
or broad; partial or full. In public, both sides 
proclaim their red lines. Iranian officials claim 
that any deal will only focus on the nuclear issue. 
The Trump administration insists Iran’s ballistic 
missile program and regional conduct are also on 
the table. One assumes a major freeze on its nu-
clear program leading to its dismantling is a core 
part of any draft, with sanctions relief included.
But is a broader deal possible? The Iranian lead-
ership has relied on its allies across the region, 
from Hezbollah to Hamas and the Houthis, as a 
deterrent to military strikes and a means to dis-
rupt whole swathes of the Middle East. Lebanon, 
Syria, Iraq, Palestine and Yemen would benefit 
massively from less Iranian interference. It costs 
the Iranian regime too, as sustaining these groups 
is a drain on its depleted financial resources.
Perhaps the greatest unknown is, as ever, the ar-
ray of ambitions among the Iranian leadership, 
often stubborn to extreme, unwilling to be seen 
to cave in to external bullying. All should be wary 
of running the clock down on a negotiated path 
forward. If “sense” and “sanity” made decisions, 
an Iran deal would have been signed ages ago. 
Trump craves a deal. The Middle East wants to 
see a nuclear-free Iran playing a responsible role 
in the region, not an inflammatory one. Iranians 
crave sanctions relief, for their economy to lift 
off and for the horrors of war to be avoided.
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LISBON: Centre-left candidate Antonio Jose 
Seguro scored a convincing win over far-
right rival Andre Ventura in Portugal’s pres-
idential election on Sunday, with the run-off 
vote held after days of devastating storms. 
The result was quickly welcomed by Euro-
pean Union chief Ursula von der Leyen and 
French President Emmanuel Macron. With 
more than 99 percent of the ballots count-
ed, Seguro had won 66.8 percent of the vote 
to Ventura’s 33.2 percent. That means the 
63-year-old Socialist candidate will, as ex-
pected, succeed the conservative Marcelo 
Rebelo de Sousa as president.
The election campaign had been upended 
by two weeks of storms and fierce gales that 
killed at least seven people and caused an 
estimated four billion euros ($4.7 billion) 
in damage. The storm disruption forced 
around 20 of the worst-hit constituencies to 
postpone the vote by a week, but it went 
ahead for nearly all the 11 million eligible 
voters in Portugal and abroad.
“The winners tonight are the Portuguese 

people and democracy,” the president-elect 
said, pledging to be a leader for “all Portu-
guese”. Ventura conceded defeat while not-
ing that his party had achieved the “best 
result in its history.” “We lead the right in 
Portugal and we will soon govern this coun-
try,” he told supporters.
EU chief von der Leyen said Portugal had 
demonstrated its support for “shared Eu-
ropean values” remains “strong”. Macron 
welcomed the result, saying he hoped to 
reinforce ties between the two countries.
Far-right Ventura, 43, had criticised the 
government’s response to fierce weath-
er and sought in vain to have the entire 
election postponed. Ventura is the first ex-
treme-right candidate to make it through to 
a run-off vote in Portugal. 
Seguro is a veteran political operator and 
former Socialist party leader, having begun 
his career in the party’s youth wing.
In 2014, he lost an internal power struggle, 
and was pushed out as secretary general 
of the party by future prime minister An-

tonio Costa, who is now president of the 
European Council.  Despite being out of 
the public eye for the past decade, he nev-
er renounced his belief in a “modern and 
moderate left”. He began his presidential 
campaign without the backing of the Social-
ist Party’s leadership, though most of them 
came around to support him. 
He slowly climbed in the polls, with one on 
Wednesday crediting him with 67 percent 
of voting intentions in the run-off election 
-- a figure reflected in Sunday’s exit polls. 
His camp had nevertheless been concerned 
that the recent foul weather and complacen-
cy among his supporters might hurt them.
Earlier Sunday, casting his vote in Caldas 
de Rainha, where he lives, Seguro said: 
“Come and vote. Make the most of this win-
dow of good weather.” Ventura campaigned 
on a promise to break with the parties that 
have governed Portugal for the past 50 
years. Seguro positioned himself as a unify-
ing candidate and warned of a “nightmare” 
if his opponent won. Seguro took the most 

votes in the first round of the election in 
January, in which 11 candidates stood, with 
31.1 percent, ahead of Ventura on 23.5 per-
cent. Since no one won a majority, the top 
two went through to a second round.
Seguro secured the support of many politi-
cal figures from the far left, centre and the 
right. But Prime Minister Luis Montenegro 
declined to endorse either candidate in the 
second round. His minority centre-right 
government relies on support from either 
the Socialists or the far right to get legisla-
tion through parliament.
Ventura’s Chega (Enough) party, created 
as recently as 2019, became the leading 
opposition force at the May 2025 general 
election. He is seeking to “assert himself 
as the true leader of the Portuguese right”, 
political science professor Jose Santana 
Pereira told AFP. In Portugal, the head of 
state has the power to dissolve parliament 
and call early elections but otherwise has 
a largely symbolic role. The new president 
will take office in early March. – Agencies

Centre-left candidate Seguro beats far-right 
to Portugal’s presidency

The election campaign had been upended by two weeks of storms 
and fierce gales that killed at least seven people and caused  

an estimated four billion euros ($4.7 billion) in damage

Briefs
Pakistan to 

‘play’ T20 
WC match 

against India
From Page 01

Prime Minister Shehbaz 
warmly acknowledged the 
sentiments and the historic 
solidarity expressed by the 
Sri Lankan leader. He recip-
rocated by mentioning Sri 
Lanka’s unwavering support 
for Pakistan during its own 
difficult phases, including 
its commitment to touring 
Pakistan when other teams 
were hesitant—a gesture 
he termed “unforgettable” 
for the Pakistani people.

Controversy 
at Asma 
Jahangir 

Conference
From Page 01

The episode highlights the 
growing sensitivity around 
international involvement 
in the Gaza conflict and the 
challenges diplomats face 
in navigating public opinion 
during such discussions. In-
terestingly, in 2024 Asma Je-
hangir conference the then 
German Ambassador had to 
face similar situation when a 
pro-Palestine protester had 
interrupted his speech and 
chanted slogans . The then 
Germany’s Ambassador to 
Pakistan Alfred Grannas 
was speaking at the 5th 
Asma Jahangir Conference 
titled ‘People’s Mandate: 
Safeguarding Civil Rights in 
South Asia’. Just moments 
after the ambassador began 
his speech, the protester 
can be heard saying, “Ex-
cuse me, Mr Ambassador. 
I am shocked by the audac-
ity that you are here to talk 
about civil rights while your 
country is brutally abusing 
the people speaking for the 
rights of the Palestinians.”

Italy, EU 
condemn 

Islamabad 
suicide...
From Page 01

Piantedosi said, adding that 
Italy stands firmly with the 
bereaved families and the 
people of Pakistan during 
this difficult time. He reaf-
firmed that Italy “strongly 
condemns all forms of ter-
rorism” and remains ready 
to continue cooperation 
with Pakistan to combat the 
shared threat of extremism. 
European Commissioner 
Magnus Brunner also ex-
tended condolences, stating, 
“Our prayers are with the vic-
tims and their families. We 
stand with the people of Pa-
kistan in this hour of grief.” 
Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi thanked the Italian 
leadership and the Europe-
an Commissioner for their 
expressions of solidarity. He 
said Pakistan has served as 
“a shield for the world against 
terrorism” and stressed the 
need for stronger global 
efforts, noting that “today, 
the world requires robust 
international measures to 
remain safe from terrorism.”

Pakistan to 
invest $1bn 
in artificial 
intelligence

From Page 01
Furthermore, he said that 
an AI curriculum would be 
introduced in all federally 
run schools as well as in ed-
ucational institutions across 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
Gilgit-Baltistan and re-
mote parts of Balochistan 
to prepare young people 
for leadership roles in the 
digital economy. He also 
announced that 1,000 fully 
funded PhD scholarships in 
artificial intelligence would 
be awarded to students 
from across the country by 
2030 to develop world-class 
research capacity and fully 
equipped national research 
centres. PM Shehbaz also 
said a nationwide pro-
gramme would be launched 
to train one million non-IT 
professionals in AI skills, 
enabling them to improve 
productivity and livelihoods. 
Highlighting sectoral pri-
orities, Shehbaz said the 
main focus of AI deployment 
would be agriculture, mines 
and minerals, and youth 
empowerment. He said Pa-
kistan’s population stands 
at around 240 million, 
and nearly 60% comprises 
young people who must 
be equipped with modern 
knowledge and techniques.

Japan restarts world’s 
biggest nuclear plant again
The facility had been offline since Japan pulled the plug on 
nuclear power after a colossal earthquake and tsunami sent 
three reactors at the Fukushima atomic plant into meltdown

Tokyo: Japan switched on the world’s big-
gest nuclear power plant again on Monday, 
its operator said, after an earlier attempt 
was quickly suspended due to a minor 
glitch. A problem with a monitoring alarm 
in January forced the suspension of its first 
restart since the 2011 Fukushima disaster.
The Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant in the Nii-
gata region restarted at 2:00 pm (0500 
GMT), the Tokyo Electric Power Company 
(TEPCO) said in a statement.
The facility had been offline since Japan 
pulled the plug on nuclear power after 
a colossal earthquake and tsunami sent 
three reactors at the Fukushima atomic 
plant into meltdown. But now Japan is 
turning to atomic energy to reduce its re-
liance on fossil fuels, achieve carbon neu-

trality by 2050 and meet growing energy 
needs from artificial intelligence.
Conservative Prime Minister Sanae Taka-
ichi, who pulled off a thumping election vic-
tory on Sunday, has promoted nuclear pow-
er to energise the Asian economic giant.
TEPCO initially moved to start one of 
seven reactors at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa 
plant on January 21 but shut it off the fol-
lowing day after a monitoring system alarm 
sounded. The alarm had picked up slight 
changes to the electrical current in one 
cable even though these were still within a 
range considered safe, TEPCO officials told 
a news conference last week.
The firm has changed the alarm’s settings 
as the reactor is safe to operate.
Commercial operations will commence on 

or after March 18 after another compre-
hensive inspection, according to TEPCO 
officials. Kashiwazaki-Kariwa is the world’s 
biggest nuclear power plant by potential ca-
pacity, although just one reactor of seven 
was restarted. Fourteen reactors, mostly 
in western and southern Japan, have re-
sumed operation since the post-Fukushima 
shutdown under strict safety rules, with 13 
running as of mid January.
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa is the first TEPCO-run 
unit to restart since 2011. The compa-
ny also operates the stricken Fukushima 
Daiichi plant, now being decommissioned.
The vast Kashiwazaki-Kariwa complex has 
been fitted with a 15-metre-high (50-foot) 
tsunami wall, elevated emergency power 
systems and other safety upgrades. But 

public opinion in the area around the plant 
is deeply divided: Around 60 percent of res-
idents oppose the restart, while 37 percent 
support it, according to a survey conducted 
by Niigata prefecture in September.
Residents have raised concerns about the 
risk of a serious accident, citing frequent 
cover-up scandals, minor accidents and 
evacuation plans they say are inadequate. 
On January 8, seven groups opposing 
the restart submitted a petition signed 
by nearly 40,000 people to TEPCO and 
Japan’s Nuclear Regulation Authority. 
“We will continue to demonstrate our 
commitment to safety as our priority at 
the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power 
Station through our actions and results,” 
TEPCO said in a statement Monday.

Arguments to begin in key US 
social media addiction trial

Meta co-founder and chief executive Mark 
Zuckerberg, along with the bosses of 

Instagram and YouTube, are expected to 
be called as witnesses during the trial

Los Angeles: Arguments are set to begin Monday in a 
landmark US trial that could establish a legal precedent 
on whether social media companies deliberately designed 
their platforms to lead to addiction in children.
The case in Los Angeles Superior Court is being seen as a 
bellwether proceeding because its outcome could set the 
tone for a tidal wave of similar litigation across the United 
States. Defendants at the trial are Alphabet and Meta, the 
tech giants behind YouTube and Instagram.
Meta co-founder and chief executive Mark Zuckerberg, 
along with the bosses of Instagram and YouTube, are ex-
pected to be called as witnesses during the trial.
Social media firms are accused in hundreds of lawsuits of 
leading young users to become addicted to content that 
has led to depression, eating disorders, psychiatric hospi-
talization and even suicide. Lawyers for the plaintiffs are 
borrowing strategies used in the 1990s and 2000s against 
the tobacco industry, which faced a similar onslaught of 

lawsuits arguing that companies sold a harmful product. 
On Friday, lawyers for the defense unsuccessfully sought to 
bar plaintiffs from comparing their platforms to tobacco and 
other addictive products.  The trial before Judge Carolyn Kuhl 
focuses on allegations that a 20-year-old woman identified by 
the initials K.G.M. suffered severe mental harm because she 
became addicted to social media as a child. “This is the first 
time that a social media company has ever had to face a jury 
for harming kids,” Social Media Victims Law Center found-
er Matthew Bergman, whose team is involved in more than 
1,000 such cases, told AFP. The center is a legal organization 
dedicated to holding social media companies accountable for 
harm allegedly caused to young people online.
Internet titans have argued that they are shielded by Sec-
tion 230 of the US Communications Decency Act, which 
frees them of responsibility for what social media users 
post. However, this case argues that those firms are cul-
pable for business models designed to hold people’s atten-
tion and to promote content that can harm their mental 
health. “The allegations in these complaints are simply not 
true,” said Jose Castaneda, a YouTube spokesperson.
“Providing young people with a safer, healthier experience 
has always been core to our work,” he added. – DNA

Moody’s 
changes 

Pak banking 
outlook

LONDON: Moody’s Rat-
ings has changed Paki-
stan’s banking system 
outlook to stable from pos-
itive, saying the operating 
environment is recovering 
“but only gradually” as 
the economic and fiscal 
outlook improves and the 
external position strength-
ens. Komal Kenneth Sha-
keel, Head of Partnerships 
and Collaborations at Ig-
nite, said the move reads 
less like a fresh upgrade 
cycle and more like a sig-
nal that volatility has eased 
without a strong growth 
push behind it. “Moody’s 
decision to revise Paki-
stan’s banking outlook 
from positive to stable 
is essentially a signal of 
stabilisation without ac-
celeration,” said Shakeel, 
who is an economist. In 
its outlook, Moody’s Rat-
ings said banks’ financial 
performance is expected 
to remain stable over the 
next 12-18 months, even 
as lenders continue to 
face asset quality and prof-
itability challenges. – app

Dar says 
Pakistan 

committed 
to meet...
From Page 01

the federal secretaries 
of commerce, interior, 
overseas Pakistanis and 
human rights, Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to the EU, 
along with senior officials 
from relevant federal and 
provincial departments.

Visa requests 
of Imran 
Khan’s... 
From page 01

after they had been asked 
to furnish missing informa-
tion in their applications. 
The applications, pending 
with the ministry’s rele-
vant section in Islamabad, 
would be considered once 
they provide the required 
information. The details 
come as the former rul-
ing party has raised con-
cerns over Imran’s health 
after it came to light that 
the former prime min-
ister was briefly taken 
from Rawalpindi’s Adiala 
jail to the Pakistan Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(Pims) and had undergone 
a 20-minute medical pro-
cedure. The ousted PM 
has been behind bars for 
more than two years. His 
incarceration, however, 
has consistently proved 
to be a flashpoint with the 
government as PTI pro-
tests, including scuffles 
with police and jail staff, 
continue over meetings 
with the ex-PM. The PTI 
founder was diagnosed 
with a serious eye condi-
tion known as central reti-
nal vein occlusion (CRVO), 
a disorder that commonly 
affects older adults and is 
linked to underlying car-
diovascular risk factors 
such as high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol, di-
abetes and heart disease. 

SC dismisses 
request for 

‘immediate..

From Page 01
He further reminded the 
petitioner that related mat-
ters were already pending 
before other courts. “We 
are of the view that this 
case has become ineffec-
tive,” the chief justice ob-
served. He also noted that 
the case before the court 
stemmed from an order 
issued on August 24, 2023. 
Reiterating the court’s 
position, the chief justice 
said no order regarding a 
meeting could be passed 
without issuing notice. He 
added that the court would 
have to determine whether 
the case had become in-
fructuous or could still be 
pursued. In recent months, 
the former ruling party has 
staged multiple protests 
over the lack of access to 
the jailed leader. Khan, 
who has been in jail since 
August 2023, faces several 
cases ranging from corrup-
tion to terrorism, follow-
ing his ouster from power 
through the opposition’s 
no-confidence motion in 
April 2022. Last week, 
the Supreme Court said 
that a memorandum sub-
mitted by PTI leadership 
on February 6 had once 
again been conveyed to the 
“relevant executive author-
ities” for appropriate con-
sideration under the law.

Lebanon building collapse 
toll rises to 9: civil defence

The building consisted of two blocks, each containing 
six apartments, he added. Residents estimated some 22 
people were inside at the time of the collapse, he said

Tripoli: The death toll in 
a building collapse in the 
northern Lebanese city of 
Tripoli on Sunday climbed 
to nine, a civil defence offi-
cial said -- the second such 
incident in weeks.
The state-run National 
News Agency (NNA) re-
ported “the collapse of an 
old building” in Tripoli’s 
Bab al-Tabbaneh neigh-
bourhood, the poorest in 
the impoverished city. Res-
cuers were still searching 
for survivors. Security per-
sonnel evacuated adjacent 
buildings fearing further 
collapses, it added. An AFP 
correspondent saw teams 
of rescue workers toiling 
into the night on the rubble 
of the collapsed structure, 
as ambulances stood by.
Civil defence director gen-
eral Imad Khreish told local 
media that nine people had 
been killed but that six oth-
ers who were rescued were 
taken to hospital.
The building consisted of 
two blocks, each containing 
six apartments, he added. 
Residents estimated some 
22 people were inside at the 

time of the collapse, he said. 
Local activist Jumana al-Sha-
hal told AFP at the site that 
the incident was “a testament 
to the accumulated neglect 
of this forgotten city”. Mayor 
Abdel Hamid Karimeh told 
journalists “we declare Tripoli 
a disaster-stricken city” due to 
unsafe buildings.
“Thousands of our people 
in Tripoli are threatened 
due to years of neglect,” he 
said. “The situation is be-
yond the capabilities of the 
Tripoli municipality.”
This latest disaster came 
after another deadly build-
ing collapse in Tripoli late 
last month. After Sunday’s 
incident, the NNA reported 
that angry young men took 
to the streets on motor-
bikes, some heading “to the 
offices of some politicians” 
and vandalising metal bar-
riers there. In January, the 
head of the higher relief 
authority, Bassam Nablusi, 
citing Tripoli municipality 
statistics, said 105 build-
ings required “immediate 
warning notices to their 
residents to evacuate”.
Local media reported the 

structure that collapsed on 
Sunday was not included in 
a list of buildings at immi-
nent risk. Lebanon is dot-
ted with derelict buildings, 
and many inhabited struc-
tures are in an advanced 
state of disrepair.
Many buildings were built 
illegally, especially during 
the 1975-1990 civil war, 
while some owners have 
added new floors to exist-
ing apartment blocks with-
out permits. Prime Minis-
ter Nawaf Salam said the 
government was ready to 
provide housing allowances 
to residents of buildings re-
quiring evacuation.
In a statement, he decried a 
“humanitarian catastrophe” 
that he said was caused by 
“long years of accumulated 
neglect”. His office said he 
had summoned the justice 
and interior ministers for 
an emergency meeting.
Justice Minister Adel Nas-
sar asked the public prose-
cutor in the north to open 
an immediate investigation 
into the incident, the NNA 
said, reporting that proce-
dures had begun.

A recent report by research 
and design firm Public 
Works Studio said several 
buildings fully or partially 
collapsed in Tripoli in Jan-
uary. It cited causes includ-
ing unplanned urban expan-
sion and a lack of proper 
construction oversight.
In 2024, rights group Am-
nesty International said 
“thousands of people” 
were still living in unsafe 
buildings in Tripoli more 
than a year after a major 
earthquake centred on Tur-
key and neighbouring Syr-
ia had had weakened the 
structures. Even before the 
February 2023 quake, Trip-
oli residents “had raised 
the alarm about their dire 
housing situation, caused by 
decades of neglect and con-
tractors’ lack of compliance 
with safety regulations”, 
it said. The situation was 
compounded by Lebanon’s 
years-long economic crisis 
meaning residents could not 
afford repairs or alternative 
housing, it added, urging 
authorities to “urgently... as-
sess the safety of buildings 
across the country”. – APP

Russia-Turkey 
relation reach 

strategic 
partnership level
“Russia, for its part, is satisfied with 

the level of bilateral cooperation 
with Turkey. However, more could 

have been done. In terms of foreign 
policy, we always expect Ankara to 
take into account Russia’s interests 

as concerns Ukraine,” Ivanov added
ISTANBUL: Relations between Russia and Turkey have 
reached a level of strategic partnership, Russia’s Charge 
d’Affaires Alexey Ivanov said. “We share the opinion that 
relations between Russia and Turkey have reached a level 
of strategic partnership in recent years. We have flagship 
projects that are markers of such high-level cooperation,” 
he said in an interview with the Nefes newspaper.
Among the most promising areas of cooperation this year, 
he cited energy, first of all nuclear energy, supplies of Rus-
sian gas, oil, and oil products, as well as agriculture and 
tourism. “We believe that these are driving engines of our 
trade and economic cooperation,” he noted.
According to Ivanov, Moscow and Ankara have established 
close coordination on the most pressing issues on the inter-
national and regional agenda, including Ukraine, the Black 
Sea, the South Caucasus, the Middle East and Africa, and 
Afghanistan. Among the problems facing both countries, 
the Russian diplomat cited Western pressure. “Many in the 
West don’t like the constructive progressive development 
of Russian-Turkish relations. Hence, illegal sanctions, di-
rect blackmail, and even threats. Such instrument are well-
known and are used not only against Russia,” he stressed.
“Russia, for its part, is satisfied with the level of bi-
lateral cooperation with Turkey. However, more could 
have been done. In terms of foreign policy, we always 
expect Ankara to take into account Russia’s interests 
as concerns Ukraine,” Ivanov added. –Agencies

Thailand’s Anutin 
readies for 

coalition talks
Bangkok: Thailand’s caretaker premier Anutin Charnvira-
kul was preparing for coalition talks Monday after a stunning 
election victory for his conservative Bhumjaithai Party. Bhum-
jaithai was forecast by Channel 3 to have won almost 200 seats 
in Sunday’s vote, well ahead of others but short of an outright 
majority in the 500-member lower house. The progressive 
People’s Party trailed at a little above 100 seats, while jailed 
former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s Pheu Thai party 
came in third. Pheu Thai is seen as a likely coalition partner 
for Anutin, as they were allies until Bhumjaithai pulled out 
over a scandal linked to the Cambodia border dispute. Thak-
sin is serving a one-year prison sentence for corruption in 
office, but many observers expect him to be released earli-
er than scheduled alongside a political agreement.
Anutin, who took office in September, declined to be drawn 
Sunday on potential coalition talks, noting the election re-
sults remained unofficial. “We will wait until its more clear, 
and every party has to meet their executive board to discuss 
the position,” he said. Political analyst Napon Jatusripitak ex-
pected Bhumjaithai to “move quickly” to form a government 
in which its interests would prevail. “Given the seat distribu-
tion, Bhumjaithai is likely to lead a government in which its 
influence predominates and weighs most decisively in shaping 
both policy direction and implementation,” he said. – APP
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OTTAWA: High Commissioner of Pakistan to Canada Muham-
mad Saleem underscored significant untapped potential for ex-
panding Pakistan–Canada trade and investment ties in multiple 
sectors including mining and minerals; IT-enabled services; clean 
energy; and infrastructure.   He was delivering keynote address 
at the historic Albany Club Toronto, engaging a distinguished 
audience of Canadian legislators, business executives and policy 
influencers, a press release issued on Monday said. 
The event served as very pertinent platform to share the low 
lying fruits and immense opportunities for bilateral economic 
cooperation with Canada’s political and business communities. 

Emphasizing Pakistan’s various economic diplomacy initiatives, 
he highlighted Pakistan’s strategic location as a bridge to connect 
Central Asia, South Asia, the Gulf States and the wider world 
across Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. He drew attention to 
the growing prospects for engagement of Canadian enterprises 
across multiple sectors in Pakistan under the Canadian Govern-
ment’s economic diversification drive.
The high commissioner also shared geopolitical insights, stress-
ing that sustainable peace in South Asia is essential for long-term 
regional prosperity.  He reiterated Pakistan’s principled position 
on the Kashmir dispute between Pakistan and India. Referring to 

Canada’s first-ever UN peacekeeping mission across the disputed 
Kashmir region in 1949, he emphasized the need for a peaceful 
resolution of Kashmir dispute through implementation of the 
relevant UN Security Council Resolutions, which call for holding 
free and fair plebiscite to enable the people in Indian Illegally 
Occupied   Jammu and Kashmir decide whether they would join 
Pakistan or India.
Zee Hamid, MPP and Assoc. Solicitor General, Government of 
Ontario, as well as former MP Bryon Wilfert, Chair of the Can-
ada-Pakistan Business Council, also addressed the event partic-
ipants.—Agencies 

HC sees vast untapped 
potential for Pak-Canada trade

Briefs
Gold prices 

rise by Rs 
5,300 per 

tola
ISLAMABAD: Gold prices 
witnessed an increase in the 
local market on Monday, as 
the price of 24-karat gold 
per tola rose by Rs5,300 to 
settle at Rs524,762, accord-
ing to the All Pakistan Sara-
fa Gems and Jewellers Asso-
ciation. Likewise, the price 
of 10 grams of 24-karat gold 
increased by Rs4,544 to 
Rs449,898, while 10 grams 
of 22-karat gold went up by 
Rs4,165 to Rs412,421.
The price of silver also re-
corded an upward trend, 
with 24-karat silver per 
tola increasing by Rs346 to 
Rs8,615, whereas the price 
of 10 grams of silver rose by 
Rs296 to Rs7,385.
Meanwhile, in the interna-
tional market, the price of 
gold increased by $53 to 
$5,020 per ounce, while sil-
ver rose by $3.46 to $81.40 
per ounce.—APP

Rupee gains 
01 paisa 

against US 
Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee 
on Monday appreciated by 
01 paisa against the US Dol-
lar in interbank trading and 
closed at Rs279.70 com-
pared to the previous day’s 
closing at Rs279.71.
According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP), 
the buying and selling rates 
of the Dollar in the open 
market were recorded at 
Rs280.55 and Rs282.25, re-
spectively The price of the 
Euro increased by Rs1.99 
to close at Rs331.75 from 
the previous day’s close 
of Rs329.76, according to 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). The Japanese Yen 
remained unchanged and 
closed at Rs1.78, whereas 
the exchange rate of the 
British Pound witnessed 
an increase of Rs1.13 and 
closed at Rs380.68 com-
pared to the previous day’s 
Rs379.55. The exchange 
rate of the Emirates Dirham 
and the Saudi Riyal came 
down by 02 and 01 paisa to 
close at Rs76.14 and Rs74.57, 
respectively.—APP

China sees 
over 1.4b 

inter-regional 
trips

BEIJING: China recorded 
more than 1.4 billion in-
ter-regional passenger trips 
during the first week of the 
2026 Spring Festival travel 
rush, transport authorities 
said on Monday.
From Feb. 2 to 8, road 
travel exceeded 1.3 billion 
trips, while railways han-
dled more than 86 million 
passenger trips. Waterway 
passenger trips topped 4.9 
million, and civil aviation 
passenger trips exceeded 
16 million, according to the 
Ministry of Transport.
On Sunday, the seventh 
day of the travel rush, in-
ter-regional passenger trips 
totaled 227.71 million — up 
2.3 percent from the same 
period last year.
The Spring Festival, which 
is also known as Chinese 
New Year, falls on Feb. 17 
this year, and the official 
holiday lasts nine days. The 
annual travel rush, “chun-
yun,” is often described as 
the world’s largest human 
migration. It is expected to 
see a record 9.5 billion in-
ter-regional passenger trips 
during the 40-day period 
from Feb. 2 to March 13 
this year.—APP

Baghdad 
traders 

protest new 
customs tariffs
BAGHDAD: Hundreds of 
traders and owners of cus-
toms clearance companies 
protested in central Bagh-
dad on Sunday, demanding 
that Iraq’s government 
reverse recently imposed 
customs tariffs they say 
have sharply increased 
their costs and disrupted 
trade. The new tariffs that 
took effect on Jan. 1 were 
imposed to reduce the 
country’s debt and reliance 
on oil revenues, as oil pric-
es have fallen. Iraq faces a 
debt of more than 90 tril-
lion Iraqi dinars ($69 bil-
lion) — and a state budget 
that remains reliant on oil 
for about 90 percent of rev-
enues, despite attempts to 
diversify.—APP

Electioneering 
in JS polls in 

Bangladesh to 
end tomorrow

DHAKA: Campaigning by 
candidates contesting the 
13th Jatiya Sangsad elec-
tions and the referendum, 
scheduled for February 12, 
will officially end tomorrow 
at 7:30 am The electioneer-
ing period, which began on 
January 22, concludes 48 
hours before polling day, 
in line with the rules of the 
Election Commission (EC). 
Under Section 18 of the 
Political Parties and Can-
didates Code of Conduct 
2025, no registered political 
party, nominated candidate, 
independent contender, or 
their representatives may 
start campaigning earlier 
than three weeks before the 
scheduled vote, and all ac-
tivities must cease 48 hours 
prior to balloting. In this re-
gard, EC Secretariat Senior 
Secretary Akhtar Ahmed 
said election campaigning 
by political parties will stop 
at 7:30am on February 10, 
48 hours ahead of the vot-
ing. Voting in the election 
and referendum will take 
place simultaneously across 
299 parliamentary constit-
uencies nationwide from 
7:30am to 4:30pm through 
ballot papers using trans-
parent ballot boxes.
Recently, the Election Com-
mission cancelled the 13th 
Jatiya Sangsad election in 
Sherpur-3 constituency 
following the death of a 
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi candidate. A total of 51 
political parties are partici-
pating in the elections with 
2,034 candidates in total, 
including 275 independent 
candidates.—APP

Israeli forces 
capture 

local official, 
Hamas ally in 

S Lebanon
BEIRUT: In an operation 
in southern Lebanon early 
on Monday, Israelis forces 
seized a local official with 
a Sunni Islamist group and 
an ally of the Palestinian 
militant Hamas group and 
took him to Israel for ques-
tioning, the Israeli military 
and Lebanese state media 
reported. Also on Monday, 
an Israeli drone struck a car 
in the southern Lebanese 
village of Yanouh, killing 
three people, including a 
child, Lebanon’s state-run 
National News Agency. 
There was no immediate 
comment from Israel on 
the strike. According to the 
NNA agency, Atwi Atwi — a 
local official with the Sun-
ni Islamist group Al-Jamaa 
Al-Islamiya, or the Islamic 
Group in English — was 
taken in the southern vil-
lage of Hebbarieh, in the 
region of Hasbaya and close 
to the border with Israel. A 
statement from the Israeli 
military said Israeli troops 
apprehended an Islamic 
Group official in a “targeted 
intelligence-based opera-
tion.” It did not release the 
official’s name.—APP

German envoy pledges support 
for Pak’s apparel exports

Ambassador Lepel cautioned industry stakeholders against taking GSP Plus status for granted and urged strict compli-
ance with international standards, particularly the implementation of International Labour Organization conventions

Lahore: German Ambassador 
Ina Lepel has expressed Germa-
ny’s strong commitment to sup-
porting Pakistan’s apparel indus-
try, stressing the need to deepen 
Pakistan–Germany collaboration 
to unlock the sector’s full export 
potential, as apparel exports have 
remained largely stagnant for 
more than a decade.
The Ambassador noted that Paki-
stan’s export figures have shown 
little progress over the last ten 
years, observing that the export 
volume today is nearly the same as 
when she last visited the country 
a decade ago. This stagnation, she 
said, underscores the urgent need 
for Pakistan to diversify its export 
portfolio, move up the value chain 
and embrace innovation to en-
hance competitiveness in global 
markets.
She was speaking at an interac-
tive session with representatives 
of Pakistan’s value-added apparel 
export industry, currently valued 
at around $10 billion. The session 
focused on expanding bilateral 
trade, fostering private sector link-
ages, boosting women’s employ-
ment and addressing key challeng-
es faced by the industry.
The session was attended by 
senior industry leaders including 
PRGMEA North Zone Chairman 
M Rizwan Zubair, PHMA North 
Zone Chairman Abdul Hameed 
and PRGMEA former Chairman 
Ijaz Khokhar. Participants high-

lighted the immense potential of 
Pakistan’s apparel sector, which 
plays a vital role in economic 
growth, employment genera-
tion—particularly for women—and 
export diversification. With more 
than 500 member firms and 
strong participation from small 
and medium enterprises, Paki-
stan’s garment and hosiery indus-
try remains a major contributor to 
value-added exports aligned with 
international market demand.

Ambassador Lepel cautioned in-
dustry stakeholders against tak-
ing GSP Plus status for granted 
and urged strict compliance with 
international standards, particu-
larly the implementation of In-
ternational Labour Organization 
conventions. She emphasized that 
strong adherence to labour rights, 
human rights and environmental 
standards is essential to ensure 
continued access to the European 
Union market and to enhance the 

global credibility of Pakistan’s ap-
parel industry.
The Ambassador also stressed the 
importance of diversifying exports 
beyond textiles and adopting inno-
vative and sustainable manufac-
turing practices. She reaffirmed 
Germany’s support for Pakistan 
in these areas, especially through 
technical and vocational training 
programmes aimed at develop-
ing a skilled workforce capable of 
meeting international standards.

PRGMEA Acting Chairman M Ri-
zwan Zubair, in his address, high-
lighted the significant contribution 
of Pakistan’s apparel industry to 
the national export economy. He 
emphasized the role of SMEs in 
driving innovation and creating 
employment opportunities, par-
ticularly for women in urban and 
rural areas. He noted that Paki-
stan’s compliance with interna-
tional labour standards, including 
ILO conventions, has played a 

key role in sustaining the sector’s 
growth and market access.
PHMA Chairman Abdul Hameed 
spoke about the resilience of the 
hosiery and knitwear sector de-
spite persistent challenges such 
as high energy costs, taxation 
issues and bureaucratic hurdles. 
He stressed the need for policy 
reforms to create a more busi-
ness-friendly environment and 
called for stronger integration of 
Pakistan’s apparel industry into 
global supply chains to attract 
investment and expand collabora-
tion. PRGMEA former Chairman 
Ijaz Khokhar acknowledged the 
positive impact of GSP Plus on 
Pakistan’s textile exports, stating 
that it has enabled exporters to 
access European markets under 
preferential terms. However, he 
urged all stakeholders to remain 
proactive in securing the renewal 
of GSP Plus by continuously im-
proving quality standards, trans-
parency and compliance across 
supply chains.
While offering the vote of thanks, 
Ashar Khurram highlighted per-
sistent visa difficulties faced by 
Pakistani exporters, which hinder 
participation in international exhi-
bitions and buyer meetings, and 
pointed to marketing constraints 
that limit the industry’s global 
outreach, stressing the need for 
stronger institutional support 
to promote Pakistan’s apparel 
brands abroad.—DNA
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Pakistan’s marble, 
onyx exports to 

China stable in 2025
BEIJING:  Pakistan’s exports of marble, onyx and related stone products to China remained broadly stable in 2025, sup-
ported by steady demand from the construction and interior decoration sectors, which typically see increased activity 
ahead of the Spring Festival holiday. Gwadar Pro reported on Monday quoting data from the General Administration of 
Customs of China (GACC), exports under HS Code 25151200 (marble and travertine, merely cut into rectangular blocks 
or slabs) rose to $5.41 million in 2025 from $5.02 million in 2024.  Shipments under HS Code 25151100 (marble and 
travertine, crude or roughly trimmed) also posted a slight year-on-year increase, the data show. Under HS Code 25152000 
(calcareous monumental or building stone, including alabaster and onyx), Pakistan ranked as China’s third-largest supplier 
in 2025, according to GACC data.  Türkiye led in this category with shipments valued at $18.49 million, followed by Bul-
garia at $16.75 million. Pakistan exported 31.74 million kg of calcareous building stone to China, valued at $8.10 million, 
the data shows. In related categories, exports under HS Code 26169000 (precious metal ores and concentrates, excluding 
silver) fell to $2.39 million in 2025 from $8.62 million in 2024.  Exports under HS Code 71031000 (precious and semi-pre-
cious stones, unworked) reached $2.57 million in 2025, according to GACC. Granite exports showed mixed performance, 
with shipments of crude granite declining sharply while exports of granite that was merely cut increased, indicating limit-
ed but emerging movement toward value-added stone products. Muhammad Abid, owner of Bilal Enterprises, told Gwadar 
Pro at the Agriculture Exhibition Centre that demand for Pakistani marble and onyx products typically rises ahead of the 
Chinese New Year.  “Before every Spring Festival, we set up installations and stalls featuring marble and onyx products 
carved with Chinese characters, which are very popular among customers,” he said. Abid noted that the Year of the Horse 
begins with the Chinese New Year on Feb 17, and said horse-themed marble and onyx products had attracted strong inter-
est.  “This year, I sold all horse-themed items made from Pakistani marble and onyx, along with other related products,” 
he said.   He added that interest often increases once customers learn the products originate from Pakistan.  “People 
appreciate the quality, and there is also goodwill toward Pakistan. Many customers actively support Pakistani products,” he 
said. Overall, the data suggests Pakistan’s stone exports to China in 2025 were underpinned by stable demand for marble and 
onyx, with growth concentrated mainly in cut marble products rather than raw shipments.—DNA

Chinese, Pakistani 
collaborate to reduce metal 

pollution in tomatoes
BEIJING: Tomatoes, a vital crop for Pakistan’s economy, are at risk. With annual production exceeding 569,000 
tonnes, tomatoes not only provide sustenance to millions of smallholders but also generate over $100 million in 
export revenue.  However, a new and growing threat is putting this essential industry in jeopardy: heavy metal pol-
lution, China Economic Net reported on Monday. Industrialisation in Pakistan, particularly the tannery industries 
in cities such as Sialkot, Kasur, and Lahore, has led to the contamination of irrigation canals and agricultural soils 
with hazardous metals like chromium (Cr), cadmium (Cd), and lead (Pb).  These metals, when absorbed by tomato 
plants, pose serious health risks to consumers, including carcinogenic effects, as they accumulate in edible parts of 
the fruit. “The situation is further exacerbated by the fact that tomatoes have a relatively high metal translocation 
factor, making them particularly susceptible to accumulating these toxic metals.  Farmers face potential yield losses 
of up to 50% and a sharp decline in fruit quality.  The contamination exceeds permissible limits set by organisations 
such as the Codex Alimentarius and the EU, threatening the safety of Pakistan’s tomato exports,” Tahir Naqqash, 
Assistant Professor, Institute of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan told 
China Economic Net. “We are developing a system in collaboration with Shenyang Normal University (SNU) 
where microbes and plants will work together to detoxify the soil, particularly targeting cadmium, a major 
pollutant in industrial areas. We aim to prevent cadmium from entering the tomato plant and accumulating in 
its fruit.” Naqqash said. At the end of last year, his participation in a Training Camp on Ecological and Green 
Development at SNU gave him the insight to consider not only how to remove the metals but also what to do 
with the residues after the bioremediation process.  “Here I observed that we can extract heavy metals from 
the residues and those metals can be re used for the processing,” he said. Pakistan’s tomato industry, span-
ning approximately 61,000 hectares, is concentrated in Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan, and parts of 
Punjab. Conventional remediation methods, such as the application of chemical amendments or soil excavation, 
are costly, non-selective, and environmentally disruptive, often leading to secondary pollution without offering 
a permanent solution. “Indigenous microbial communities in contaminated soils offer a promising bioremedi-
ation avenue. Native plant-growth-promoting rhizobacteria have evolved adaptive mechanisms, including enzy-
matic reduction, biosorption onto cell walls, and production of siderophores that chelate metals, reducing their 
toxicity.  Biochar, derived from agricultural residues is an eco-friendly sorbent with high surface area and po-
rosity, capable of immobilizing heavy metals via ion exchange, complexation, and precipitation. When nanosized 
biochar magnetized with iron oxides, it gains superior adsorption kinetics, magnetic separability, and microbial hosting 
capabilities, preventing leaching and enabling post-use recovery,” Naqqash said.—DNA

China-Pakistan 
training center 

launched to 
empower women

ISLAMABAD: A new chapter in grassroots China-Pakistan co-
operation opened with the inauguration of the China-Pakistan 
Youth ‘One Heart Sphere’ International Technical Training 
Center for Women in Islamabad’s PWD area.  The launch cer-
emony was attended by representatives from both countries, 
highlighting the shared commitment to women’s empower-
ment and people-to-people exchanges, Gwadar Pro reported 
on Monday. The center is a key initiative under the broader 
“China-Pakistan Youth One Heart Sphere” framework, which 
focuses on fostering mutual understanding, skill development 
and sustainable friendship between the youth of the two na-
tions through practical, community-based projects. With the 
core principle of “Empowering Women, Connecting Friend-
ship”, the facility is designed to provide Pakistani women with 
a dedicated platform for vocational growth.  By providing sys-
tematic, hands-on training in high-demand fields such as tai-
loring, computer literacy and culinary arts, the center aims to 
equip participants with tangible skills that enhance their em-
ployability and entrepreneurial potential. An inaugural batch 
of 20 trainees has already enrolled for the first cycle of the 
course.  Training modules are structured to be practical and 
scalable, addressing local economic needs while promoting 
sustainable development. Looking ahead, the center plans to 
continually refine its curriculum and expand its partnerships 
with local and international stakeholders.—DNA

Around 180 
Gazans have left 

via Rafah crossing 
since reopening

RAFAH, Palestinian Territories: Around 180 Palestinians 
have left the Gaza Strip since the limited reopening of the 
Rafah crossing with Egypt a week ago, according to offi-
cials in the territory. The Rafah crossing, the only gateway 
for Gazans to the outside world that does not pass through 
Israel, reopened for the movement of people on February 
2, nearly two years after Israeli forces seized control of it 
during the war with Hamas. Between Monday and Thurs-
day, 135 people crossed into Egypt from Gaza through the 
crossing, mostly patients and their companions, according 
to Ismail Al-Thawabteh, head of the Hamas-run media of-
fice in the Palestinian territory. “Official statistics on the 
movement at the Rafah crossing from Monday, February 
2, 2026, until Thursday, February 5, 2026, show a severe 
restriction on travel,” Thawabteh said. He said the cross-
ing was also closed on Friday and Saturday. The Palestin-
ian Red Crescent Society confirmed that 135 Gazans had 
left through the crossing between February 2 and 5. On 
Sunday, another 44 people left the Gaza Strip through the 
crossing to Egypt, Mohammed Abu Salmiya, director of the 
territory’s main Al-Shifa Hospital, told AFP. They includ-
ed 19 patients, while the rest were their companions, he 
added. A source at the border on the Egyptian side also 
confirmed the figure for travelers passing through the gate-
way on Sunday. It brought the total number to 179 people 
entering the Gaza Strip. “My son was injured during the 
war and a metal plate was inserted in his leg for a year and a 
half,” Rajaa Abu Al-Jadian told AFP as she prepared to leave 
through the crossing earlier on Sunday.—APP
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Pact signed to launch 
B2B Saudi-Pakistan 

Bridge Initiative
Platform aims to accelerate 
private investment flows and 

cross-border partnerships
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Regional Economic 
Forum and Saudi Bridge have signed a strategic 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to estab-
lish business-to-business (B2B) initiatives between 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan with the help of Chinese 
technologies. According to an official announcement 
issued on Sunday, the two sides signed the MoU 
to launch the “Saudi-Pakistan Bridge Initiative”, a 
structured bilateral platform aimed at accelerating 
private sector investment flows, market entry and 
cross-border economic partnerships between Saudi 
Arabia, Pakistan and other regional countries.
Signed in Riyadh in the presence of senior government 
and institutional leadership, the MoU establishes a long-
term framework aligned with Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, 
focused on moving beyond general cooperation towards 
operational execution and measurable outcomes. 
The initiative will function as a standing activation 
platform, enabling transaction-oriented collabo-
ration between investors, enterprises, funds and 
ecosystem stakeholders. It covers priority sectors 
including energy, mining, sports goods manufactur-
ing, logistics, food and agri-processing, healthcare, 
technology, industrial manufacturing, construction, 
and strategic services. The platform will roll out sec-
tor-focused delegations, market-entry and soft-land-
ing programmes, regulatory workshops, joint invest-
ment forums and a One-Stop Bridge Desk to support 
bilateral engagement over its initial three-year term. 
Talking to The News, economist Haroon Sharif said 
that this forum was able to identify and finalise 
joint ventures of half a billion dollars between B2B 
of both countries, as they were working with the 
help of the Saudi government and Pakistan’s Spe-
cial Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC). – dna

Saadur Rehman, other accused deny allegations; 
court summons witnesses on Feb 23

dna

LAHORE: A district court in Lahore on Monday indicted 
YouTuber Saadur Rehman, popularly known as “Ducky 
Bhai”, his wife and others in a case pertaining to the 
alleged promotion of online gambling and betting appli-
cations. During the hearing of the case, conducted by 
Judicial Magistrate Naeem Wattoo, the YouTuber and 
other accused denied the allegations. Meanwhile, the 
court has summoned the witnesses on February 23.
Rehman, his wife and others face a case registered by 
the National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency (NC-
CIA) where the authority has accused the YouTuber of 
allegedly promoting various online gambling and bet-
ting platforms, including Binomo and 1xBet, through 
his YouTube channel, the FIR claimed. 
Duky Bhai, one of Pakistan’s most-followed digital 
content creators, with over 800 videos uploaded and 
more than 10 million subscribers on YouTube, was ar-
rested on August 17, 2025, after a case was registered 
against him by the state through the NCCIA.

As per the First Information Report (FIR), the case in-
cludes charges under sections 13, 14, 25, and 26 of the 
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, as well as 
sections 294-B and 420 of the Pakistan Penal Code.
He remained in NCCIA custody for almost three months 
and, after spending more than three months in deten-
tion, Rehman obtained bail from the Lahore High Court 
(LHC) and was released on November 26.
Following his release, he made explosive allegations of tor-
ture and humiliation in the custody of the NCCIA officials.
Breaking down in a video statement issued in Decem-
ber 2025, Rehman described being slapped, abused 
and used as a warning to a child during interrogation 
by a senior officer. He recounted what he says hap-
pened to him while he was in custody, alleging he was 
beaten, insulted and abused during questioning.
Levelling a direct accusation against former NCCIA Lahore 
additional director Sarfraz Chaudhry, he said that during 
the investigation, he was repeatedly slapped on the face, 
abused with obscene language, forced to bend his legs and 
raise his arms, and even subjected to a video call in which 
a child was encouraged to hurl abuse at him.

Court indicts YouTuber 
Ducky Bhai, wife in gambling, 

betting application case

Briefs
US Congress 

to depose 
Epstein 

accomplice 
Ghislaine 
Maxwell
News Desk

NEW YORK: Jeffrey Ep-
stein’s accomplice Ghis-
laine Maxwell will be ques-
tioned behind closed doors 
by the US Congress, though 
she’s expected to invoke 
her right to not answer 
questions. Maxwell, cur-
rently serving 20 years in 
prison for trafficking girls 
to the disgraced financier 
Epstein, will face questions 
from prison via videolink, 
in a deposition by the 
House of Representatives’ 
Oversight Committee.
Though no new US prosecu-
tions are expected after the 
latest dump of government 
files on Epstein, numerous 
political and business lead-
ers have fallen into scandal 
or resigned as their ties to 
the convicted sex criminal 
were revealed. The House 
Oversight Committee is 
probing Epstein’s connec-
tions to powerful figures and 
how information about his 
crimes was handled. Max-
well, however, is expected 
to invoke her right to not 
incriminate herself, guar-
anteed in the Fifth Amend-
ment of the US Constitution.

New Zealand 
mass killers 

appeals 
against 

conviction
News Desk

AUCKLAND: A white su-
premacist who shot and 
killed 51 worshippers at 
two New Zealand mosques 
in 2019 launched an appeal 
Monday seeking to over-
turn his conviction. Bren-
ton Tarrant, an Australian 
former gym instructor, 
admitted carrying out New 
Zealand’s deadliest mod-
ern-day mass shooting be-
fore being sentenced to life 
in jail in August 2020.
Now, the convicted killer ar-
gues that his “torturous and 
inhumane” detention condi-
tions during his trial made 
him incapable of making 
rational decisions when he 
pleaded guilty, according to 
a court synopsis of the case.
Tarrant is being held in a 
specialist unit for prisoners 
of extreme risk at Auckland 
Prison, seldom interact-
ing with inmates or other 
people. “I did not have 
the mind frame or mental 
health required to be mak-
ing informed decisions at 
that time,” Tarrant told the 
court, according to the New 
Zealand Herald. Tarrant 
said his state of mind was 
such that he had considered 
trying to implicate President 
Donald Trump in the crime.

Hong Kong 
sentences pro-

democracy 
Jimmy

DNA
HONG KONG: A Hong 
Kong court sentenced 
pro-democracy media mo-
gul Jimmy Lai to 20 years 
in prison on Monday for 
national security crimes, a 
punishment rights groups 
condemned as “effectively 
a death sentence” and a 
symbol of the city’s shriv-
elling press freedoms. 
The 78-year-old founder 
of the now-defunct Apple 
Daily newspaper was found 
guilty in December on two 
counts of foreign collusion 
under a sweeping national 
security law imposed by 
Beijing, as well as one count 
of seditious publication.
His sentence is by far the 
harshest handed out under 
the national security law, 
surpassing the previous 
record of 10 years given 
to legal scholar Benny Tai 
in 2024. A summary doc-
ument from the judges 
said they had settled on 20 
years’ imprisonment “after 
considering the serious 
and grave criminal conduct 
of Lai”. Two of those years 
will overlap with Lai’s exist-
ing prison term, meaning 
that he will serve an addi-
tional 18 years, the judges 
wrote. Lai, who has been 
behind bars since 2020.

Iranian Nobel 
prize winner 

handed 
further 

sentence
News Desk

TEHRAN: Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Narges Mo-
hammadi has been handed 
further prison sentences of 
seven-and-a-half years by an 
Iranian court, her lawyer 
has said. The human rights 
activist was sentenced to 
six years for “gathering and 
collusion”, and one-and-a-
half years for “propaganda 
activities” by a court in the 
north-eastern city of Mash-
had, Mostafa Nili announced 
on social media on Sunday.
Mohammadi was arrested 
in December for making 
“provocative remarks” at a 
memorial ceremony, Iranian 
authorities said at the time. 
Her family said she was tak-
en to hospital after being 
beaten during the arrest. 
The 53-year-old was made a 
Nobel laureate in 2023 for 
activism against the oppres-
sion of women in Iran. Nili, 
who spoke to Mohammadi 
for the first time since 14 
December, said she had 
also been handed a two-year 
ban on leaving the country 
and two years of exile to the 
eastern Khusf region.
The Narges Foundation, 
which supports her, de-
scribed the hearing on 
Saturday as a “sham” and 
explained she had begun a 
hunger strike on 2 Febru-
ary. Nili said she had been 
taken to hospital three days 
ago “due to her poor physi-
cal condition” before being 
returned to the detention 
centre she is being held in.
“When she began to explain 
the events and how she was 
detained, the phone was dis-
connected.” Mohammadi’s 
husband, Taghi Rahmani, 
said she offered no defence 
while in court due to her 
“steadfast” belief that “this 
judiciary holds no legitima-
cy” and that the proceed-
ings were “a mere charade 
with a pre-determined end”. 
“Though she was likely 
forced to attend, she re-
mained silent - she did not 
utter a single word, nor did 
she sign a single paper.”

Ruling Liberal Party wins 
super majority in Japan

Takaichi, the first woman to serve as Japan’s prime minister, had announced on 
Jan. 19 the dissolution of parliament and the call for early elections, capitalizing on 
high public approval that reached around 70% according to recent opinion polls

President Zardari, PM Shehbaz greet her

TOKYO: The  ruling Liberal Democratic Party, led 
by Prime Minister Takaichi Sanae secured a historic 
victory in the Lower House election held on Sunday. 
Japan’s NHK News reported that the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party secured 316 seats, surpassing a 261-seat 
absolute majority in the 465-member lower house
This figure is a record since the party’s establishment 
in 1955, exceeding the previous record of 300 seats 
achieved by the late Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone 
in 1986. With its new ally, the Japan Innovation Party, 
winning 36 seats, Takaichi’s ruling coalition secured a to-
tal of 352 seats. Following her sweeping victory, Takaichi 
said in statements that she is now ready to move forward 
with policies aimed at making Japan strong and prosper-
ous, stressing that she will seek to gain support from the 
opposition while firmly pursuing her policy goals.
Takaichi, the first woman to serve as Japan’s prime min-
ister, had announced on Jan. 19 the dissolution of par-
liament and the call for early elections, capitalizing on 
high public approval that reached around 70% according 
to recent opinion polls. Meanwhile, President Asif Ali 

Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday 
congratulated Prime Minister of Japan Sanae Takaichi on 
the historic landslide victory of her Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) in the lower house elections, securing a com-
manding majority in the House of Representatives.
The president, in a statement, noted that the decisive elec-
toral outcome reflected the strong confidence of the Japa-
nese people in Prime Minister Takaichi’s leadership and 
her commitment to making Japan strong and prosperous.
President Zardari observed that the scale of the mandate, 
marking a post-1955 record for the party, underscored pub-
lic endorsement of Prime Minister Takaichi’s policy direc-
tion and governance agenda at a critical moment for Japan.
He conveyed his best wishes to Prime Minister Takaichi for 
success in fulfilling the responsibilities entrusted to her by 
the Japanese electorate and expressed confidence that Ja-
pan would continue to advance stability, progress and pros-
perity under her leadership. The president also reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s desire to further strengthen friendly relations 
with Japan and to deepen cooperation across areas of mu-
tual interest for the benefit of both peoples. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif visits different kiosks at “Al Indus Week”, 
an Initiative of Ministry of Information Technology, Islamabad. – DNA
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‘State can't afford 70% 
electricity discount’

Country's industrial power rate has come close to other 
countries in the region, says Energy Minister Leghari

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: In the midst of a booming trend in which 
masses are turning to solar energy, Federal Minister for 
Energy (Power Division) Awais Leghari has said that the 
number of consumers using less than 200 units of electric-
ity has increased from 9 million to 21 million.
"Affluent individuals make their way into the list of consum-
ers using less than 200 units by installing solar systems. It 
is not up to the state to give a 70% discount on electricity 
prices to such a large segment," said Leghari while speak-
ing to Geo News programme "Naya Pakistan" on Sunday. 
Speaking on the power rates, he said that the country's 
industrial power rate has come close to other countries in 
the region and that the claims of six to seven US cents per 
unit of electricity in Bangladesh were wrong.
"We will try to restructure the power sector's debt 
in order to bring down the electricity rates overall 
and not just for industries," he remarked. Noting that 
there was no fiscal space for further subsidies, the 
minister said that the government can rationalise the 

issue by changing the tariff structure, i.e., increasing 
the fixed rates and reducing the per unit cost.
The minister's statement comes days after the federal 
government rolled out relief measures for the industries, 
announcing a Rs4.04 per unit reduction in electricity tar-
iff while also reducing the export refinance scheme rate 
from the current 7.5% to 4.5% to provide immediate relief 
to businesses and accelerate export-led growth.
Separately, the Centre has proposed a downward revision 
of up to Rs1.53 per unit in the base electricity tariff for 
some domestic power consumers, while recommending 
higher fixed monthly charges for certain protected and 
unprotected households, according to a motion filed with 
the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra).
Under the proposal, protected consumers using 51–200 
units would face fixed charges of Rs200–300 per month, 
while unprotected consumers consuming up to 600 units 
could see up to 100% increases in fixed charges, with 
monthly rates rising from Rs200 to Rs675 depending on 
consumption. Conversely, households consuming 601–
700 units and above 700 units would see fixed charges 
reduced from Rs800–1000 to Rs675 per month.


