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Ambassador Moghadam

‘No Muslim country
openly condemning
US, Israel aggression’

The ambassador asserted that America and Israel can
never defeat Iran, dismissing their strategies as futile.

He referenced attempts to destabilize Iran through the

killing of its Supreme Leader, suggesting adversaries
believed such an act would plunge the country into chaos

ANSAR MAHMOOD BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: The Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan, Reza
Amiri Moghadam delivered pointed remarks during an Al-
Quds Day event hosted by the Iranian Embassy in Islama-
bad. He highlighted Iran’s isolation in facing what he de-
scribed as aggression from superpowers, particularly the

Deadly blast
rocks Tehran

United States and Israel. Ambassador Amiri Moghadam

stated that not even a single Muslim country has openly
criticized the aggression directed against Iran.

He emphasized that Iran stands alone in its struggle against
these powers, framing it as a fight against imperialism and
Zionism. The event, held to mark International Al-Quds Day—
an annual occasion supporting Palestinian rights and opposing
Israeli policies—provided the platform for these observations
amid heightened regional tensions. The ambassador asserted
that America and Israel can never defeat Iran, dismissing their
strategies as futile. He referenced attempts to destabilize Iran
through the killing of its Supreme Leader, suggesting adver-
saries believed such an act would plunge the country into
chaos. Instead, he claimed the opposite occurred: the Iranian
people have become more united today, rallying stronger in
defense of their nation and its leadership.

Reza Amiri Moghadam concluded by predicting inevitable
defeat for the US and Israel, portraying Iran’s resilience
as unbreakable. These comments reflect Tehran’s narra-
tive of steadfast resistance, unity in the face of adversity,
and criticism of perceived silence from the broader Muslim
world on issues affecting Iran. The remarks underscore
ongoing diplomatic efforts by Iran to garner solidarity,

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan
calls for end

to ME crisis

NEews DESkK

NEW YORK: Pakistan has
reaffirmed support for the
resolution of the Iran nucle-
ar issue through peaceful
means. It was expressed by
Pakistan’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN Asim Ift-
ikhar Ahmad during Security
Council briefing on the 1737
Committee (Iran). The Am-
bassador emphasized that di-
plomacy and dialogue should
be the guiding principles for
achieving a negotiated settle-
ment of all contentious issues
in accordance with the rights,
obligations and responsibili-
ties of the parties concerned.
Asim Iftikhar Ahmad called
for an immediate cessation of
hostilities in the Middle East
(ME), and urged all parties
to show maximum restraint,
avoid further escalation, in-
stitute a permanent cease-
fire, and resume dialogue.

President,
PM condemn
attack

Fi1az CHAUDHRY

ISLAMABAD:President Asif
Ali Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif have
strongly condemned the
terrorist attack near police
vehicle in Lakki Marwat. In a
statement, the President said
sacrifices of law enforcement
agencies are a source of pride
for the nation. He expressed
the nation’s unwavering re-
solve to eradicate the scourge
of terrorism. In a separate
statement, the Prime Min-
ister said sacrifices of po-
lice personnel and security
forces will never go in vain.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on
Saturday on account
of weekly off therefore
there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

- Editor /

NEews DEsk

TEHRAN: Deadly explosions rocked Tehran close
to a pro-government rally attended by top offi-
cials on Friday, as Israel and Iran unleashed fresh
strikes in a war that has ignited the Middle East
and threatens to torpedo the world economy.
Since erupting on February 28 with US-Israeli at-
tacks on Iran, the war has cascaded throughout
the region, drawn in global powers, and sparked
a major oil shock. AFP journalists in Tehran re-
ported loud blasts over the city skies, as Israel’s
military said it had hit more than 200 targets in
western and central Iran in the past day.

Black smoke rises following an airstrike, as Irani-
ans take part in the Al-Quds Day rally, a commem-
oration in support of the Palestinian people on the
last Friday of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan,
in Tehran on March 13, 2026. Iran’s state media
said at least one woman was killed when blasts hit
an area near a demonstration, where large crowds
had gathered waving flags and brandishing banners
reading “Death to America” and “Death to Israel”.

Continued on Page 06

Middle East crisis

Trump says Putin
helping Iran govt

The behind-the-scenes maneuvering
underscores the high stakes Trump, who
returned to office last year promising to avoid
“stupid” military interventions, faces nearly
two weeks after plunging the nation into a war

DNA

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
on Friday said that it seems that the Russian
president is helping Iran. He said however the
support is at a limited scale. Trump said Putin
is helping Iran because we are helping Urka-
ine. Meanwhile, A complex tug-of-war inside
the White House is driving US President
Donald Trump’s shifting public statements
on the course of Iran war, as aides debate
when and how to declare victory even as the
conflict spreads across the Middle East.

Some officials and advisers are warning
Trump that surging gasoline prices could
exact a political cost from the US-Israeli at-
tacks on Iran, while some hawks are press-
ing the president to maintain the offensive

Continued on Page 06

Turkey reports
third Iranian
missile interception

DNA

ANKARA: Turkey’s Ministry of National
Defense announced that NATO air and
missile defense assets (deployed in the
Eastern Mediterranean) intercepted
and neutralized a third ballistic missile
launched from Iran that entered Turk-
ish airspace. No casualties or significant
damage were reported. This follows
similar incidents on March 4 (first in-
terception en route to Turkish airspace)

Continued on Page 06

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy described the strike
as a successful operation in his statements and nightly address,
emphasizing that it hit a critical military factory manufacturing
electronics for missiles that strike Ukrainian cities, villages, and
civilians, and he congratulated the Armed Forces for their execution

DNA

MOSCOW:  Ukrainian forces launched
a missile strike on the Russian city of
Bryansk using British-supplied Storm
Shadow long-range cruise missiles, with
reports indicating approximately seven
missiles were involved in the operation.
The attack targeted the Kremniy El micro-
electronics plant, a key facility producing
components and control systems for var-
ious Russian missile systems, including
those used against Ukrainian targets.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
described the strike as a successful opera-
tion in his statements and nightly address,
emphasizing that it hit a critical military
factory manufacturing electronics for mis-
siles that strike Ukrainian cities, villages,
and civilians, and he congratulated the
Armed Forces for their execution.
Ukraine’s General Staff confirmed the hit,
releasing footage showing explosions and

fires at the industrial site, and framed it as
part of ongoing efforts to degrade Russia’s
military-industrial capacity.

Russian authorities, including Bryansk Gov-
ernor Alexander Bogomaz, reported that the
strike impacted civilian areas in a busy com-
mercial district near residential buildings,
shops, educational institutions, and other
non-military sites in the Sovetsky District.
The initial casualty figures stood at six
killed and around 37-42 injured, with a
teenager born in 2009 among those hos-
pitalized in stable condition; the death toll
later rose to seven according to updated
statements from local officials, who pro-
vided medical aid and support to victims
and their families. Moscow labeled the in-
cident a deliberate terrorist attack by the
“neo-Nazi Kiev regime,” condemned it as
a heinous crime against peaceful civilians,
and accused Western involvement—particu-
larly Britain—for enabling the operation

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Hundreds of members of the Shia community took to the streets in Islamabad to mark
Al-Quds Day, an annual occasion observed in solidarity with the Palestinian people. The demonstrations
reflected strong support for the cause and highlighted calls for justice in Palestine. — DNA
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PM confirms
N0 increase
in fuel prices

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
decided that the prices of pe-
troleum products would not
be increased this time despite
the uptick in the global oil
market. According to a state-
ment issued by the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO), PM
Shehbaz was quoted as saying
that prices were not being in-
creased to reduce the burden
on the common man.

He said that as per his “prom-
ise”, he would provide relief
to the people as much as pos-
sible. “The global economy
is currently under pressure
due to regional tensions,
which is likely to have a pro-
found impact on Pakistan’s
economy,” the premier said.

Continued on Page 06

Nehal sworn-
in as Sindh
governor

DNA

KARACHI: PML-N Sindh
president Bashir Memon
was also present alongside
other party leaders and
workers. Hashmi took oath
as the Sindh governor a
day after President Asif Ali
Zardari approved his ap-
pointment to the post, act-
ing on the advice of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

PM Shehbaz had forwarded a
summary to the president for
appointing the PML-N senior
leader as the Sindh gover-
nor. According to the PM’s
Office, the prime minister
sent the summary for Hash-
mi’'s approval as the Sindh
governor to the president.
The statement added that
PM Shehbaz met Hashmi in
Islamabad and congratulat-
ed him on his proposed ap-
pointment as the governor.

Continued on Page 06

Terrorists strike again

At least seven
police personnel

martyred 1n blast

Explosion in Bettani tribal subdivision leaves
several officers dead; security tightened in area

Bureau REPORT

LAKKI MARWAT: At least seven police
personnel were martyred in a blast near a
police vehicle in the Bettani tribal of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa’s Lakki Marwat district, a
police spokesperson said on Friday.
According to the spokesperson, the ex-
plosion occurred close to a police mobile,
resulting in the deaths of six officers,
while one policeman sustained injuries in
the incident. The injured cop was rushed
to Insaafuddin Hospital but succumbed to
his injuries during treatment.

Following the blast, additional police con-
tingents were dispatched to the area to se-
cure the site and assist in further response
measures, the spokesperson added.
Condemning the incident, Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi paid tribute to the martyred
police personnel and expressed heartfelt
sympathy and condolences to their families.
Pakistan has witnessed a rise in cross-border
terrorist activity, particularly in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan provinces,

Continued on Page 06

Armed Forces
destroy Corps
infrastructure

During the aerial operations,
the oil storage site at Kandahar
Airfield and its adjacent logistics
infrastructure were also destroyed

DNA

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan Armed
Forces carried out successful air-
strikes in Afghanistan, destroying the
infrastructure of the 313 Corps in Ka-
bul and the Tarawo terrorist camp in
Kandahar in response to unprovoked
aggression by the Afghan Taliban. Se-
curity sources said that the Pakistan
Armed Forces successfully targeted
four terrorist hideouts, including mili-
tary installations of the Afghan Taliban
and Fitna al-Khwarij, during the night

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan forces down

two drones;

Flight operations at Islamabad
Airport experienced a “brief
operational adjustment

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Security sources said on Fri-
day that two rudimentary drones were in-
tercepted at different locations adjacent to
Rawalpindi but were successfully brought
down through electronic countermeas-
ures. Security sources said that no damage
or casualties were reported and the air-
space, which was temporarily closed as a

Continued on Page 06

no causality

All six US service
members killed

DNA

WASHINGTON: All six crew members
aboard a US military refuelling aircraft
that crashed in western Iraq are con-
firmed to have been killed, the US mil-
itary said on Friday. A US military refu-
elling aircraft crashed in western Iraq
on Thursday, in an incident the military

Continued on Page 06

MARCH 2026

Pakistan's Premier News &
Diplomatic Affairs Magazine

Find us on:
www.centreline.com.pk
www.dnanews.com.pl
www.islamabadpost.com.pk

W @Postislamabad/ @Editordnanews

A sister concern of

IskmaldPOST

11# Block 18-A, Awan Plaza,
G-8 Markez, Islamabad-Pakistan
Ph: o51-2261960, 051-8488394




02

NATIONAL

Ishmahal POST

Saturday March 14,2026

KP starts early
dishursement
of salaries
ahead of Eid

PESHAWAR: Advisor to the
Chief Minister on Finance,
Muzzammil on Friday said
keeping in view the upcom-
ing Eid festival and in com-
pliance with the directives
of Chief Minister Sohail Af-
ridi, the provincial Finance
Department has started dis-
bursement of March salaries
from March 13. Talking to
media, he said the process
of salary payments would
continue until March 17 so
that government employees
could meet their financial
needs ahead of Eid. The Ad-
visor said that in February
2024 the province did not
have sufficient funds to pay
even one month’s salary.
However, he added that by
the grace of Almighty Allah
the provincial government
was now releasing salaries in
advance without any financial
difficulty.—APP

Governor

condemns
IED blast on
police vehicle

PESHAWAR: Governor Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Ka-
rim Kundi on Friday strongly
condemned the IED blast
targeting a police vehicle
in the tribal sub-division of
Lakki Marwat. The Gover-
nor expressed deep sorrow
and grief over the martyr-
dom of six police personnel,
including the Station House
Officer (SHO), in the inci-
dent. He extended heartfelt
condolences and sympathies
to the bereaved families and
said the sacrifices of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Police for the
establishment of peace in
the country would always be
remembered. Governor Kun-
di said such cowardly acts of
terrorism could not weaken
the resolve of the nation. He
also prayed for the early re-
covery of the injured police
official. He said the sacrifices
of police and security forces
would not go in vain and the
collective struggle against ter-
rorism would continue until its
complete elimination. —APP

Meeting
discuss
construction of
new graveyard
in Hayatabad

PESHAWAR, Mar 13 (AP-
P):Commissioner Peshawar
Division Riaz Khan Mehsud
here on Friday, chaired a
meeting regarding the con-
struction of a new grave-
yard for the residents of
Hayatabad. During his recent
visit to Hayatabad, he was
informed by residents that
the existing graveyard allo-
cated for the area has run
out of space, and people are
forced to take their deceased
to graveyards in distant areas
for burial. They demanded
an immediate solution to this
issue and allocation of land
for the purpose. Taking no-
tice of the situation, the com-
missioner convened a meet-
ing that was attended by the
Director Land Peshawar De-
velopment Authority (PDA),
Assistant Commissioner
Matni, Tehsildar Matni and
other revenue officials.—APP

Subsidized essentials’ sale
continues in sahulat bazaars
following CM Maryam’s vision

Chief Minister Punjab said that in Lahore, 10 permanent Sahulat Bazaars and 15 ‘Sahulat On-The-Go’ Bazaars are func-
tional. She added that relief is not just a slogan; it must be visible, measurable, and accessible

DNA

LAHORE: In accordance with
the vision of Chief Minister
Sharif, sale of essential food
items at affordable prices
continues in Sasta & Sahulat
Bazaars in the province. As
per her directions, cleanli-
ness, check and balance, and
quality standards are being
strictly monitoried in Sahu-
lat Bazaars. She appreciated
people for their record-break-
ing purchases from Sahulat
Bazaars; and commended the

and ‘Suthra Punjab’ teams for
their excellent arrangements
to ensure public convenience.
She directed the authorities
concerned to establish more
Sahulat Bazaars in Lahore for
the purpose. Chief Minister
Punjab termed 52.4% partic-
ipation of women in ‘Sahulat
On-The-Go’ as commendable,
and congratulated Chairman
Punjab Sahulat Bazaar Author-
ity, Afzal Khokhar, on this ex-
cellent initiative. She noted
that more than 90% consumers
have appreciated accessibility
of markets and the sense of se-

said that shopkeepers also ap-
pear largely satisfied with the
affordable rent of stalls and the
provision of basic infrastruc-
ture. She highlighted that ‘Sa-
hulat On-The-Go’ has demon-
strated excellent performance
in terms of product quality and
accessibility. She added that
Punjab Sahulat Bazaar is an ac-
tive relief platform where need
for expansion and improvement
is addressed through data ana-
lytics. Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif noted that opera-
tions of Punjab Sahulat Bazaar
Authority (PSBA) received 339

and said that in Sahulat Ba-
zaars, 82% of the prices were
cheaper, and 88% consumers
were satisfied with the quali-
ty and freshness of products.
She added that in traditional
Sahulat Bazaars, 91% of the
shopkeepers were satisfied
with the affordable rents, while
over 85% ‘Sahulat On-The-Go’
dealers are satisfied with the
affordable rent and infrastruc-
tural support. She underscored
that in Sahulat Bazaars, 72.6%
buyers are men and 26.2% are
women. Chief Minister Punjab
said that in Lahore, 10 perma-

‘Sahulat On-The-Go’ Bazaars are
functional. She added that relief is
not just a slogan; it must be visible,
measurable, and accessible. She
flashed that over 80% satisfaction
levels across all categories of Sahu-
lat Bazaars indicate genuine public
value. She expressed that ‘Sahulat
Bazaars’ are creating a structured
business environment for small
traders, because relief markets can-
not function if shopkeepers do not
see business potential. She noted
that there are 49 permanent Sahu-
lat Bazaars fully functional in the
province, besides 15 ‘Sahulat On-
The-Go’ units and 11 temporary

administration, PERA Force, curity felt by them there. She

complaints from across Punjab;

nent Sahulat Bazaars and 15

Ramadan Bazaars.
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ISLAMABAD: Former Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir, Sardar Tanveer Ilyas exchanging views
with Pakistan Peoples Party leader Chaudhry Riaz.

Indian BJP regime

Matric exams in KP
to begin March 31

PESHAWAR: The annual
matriculation examinations
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
will commence on March
31, with several reforms be-
ing introduced to strength-
en transparency in the
examination system. Chief
Secretary Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Shehab Ali Shah
while chairing an online
meeting to review prepara-
tions for the matric exam-
inations directed the rele-
vant authorities to ensure
transparency, discipline
and better facilities for stu-
dents during the conduct of
examinations. The meeting
was attended by chairmen
of all educational boards
in the province, division-
al commissioners and the
Secretary for Elementary
and Secondary Education.
Officials of the Education
Department briefed the
meeting in detail about

the arrangements for the
upcoming  examinations.
The meeting was informed
that multiple reforms were
being introduced this year
to make the examination
system more transparent
and effective. According
to the briefing, three pa-
pers across all education-
al boards will be marked
through e-marking, while
the Board of Intermediate
and Secondary Education
Peshawar will conduct
e-marking for six papers.

It was further informed
that examinations across
the province would be
conducted under a clus-
ter-based system, which is
being implemented with
full preparations.
Authorities have been di-
rected to ensure the avail-
ability of water, electricity,
CCTV cameras and other
necessary facilities at all

examination halls. Newly
graduated individuals are
also being included in the
examination staff this year
and are currently undergo-
ing training. Strict meas-
ures have been taken to pre-
vent cheating, and only staff
with proven integrity and
transparent performance
will be assigned responsi-
bilities. Section 144 will
be imposed around ex-
amination centres, while
effective arrangements
have been made to pre-
vent the entry of cheat-
ing materials. The meet-
ing was also told that
under a rotation system,
examination staff would
be changed after two to
three papers to further
ensure transparency. In
addition, answer sheets
of all boards are being
standardized for e-mark-
ing.—APP

subjecting Kashmiris
to atrocious vengeance

The APHC also appealed to the United Nations
and other human rights organizations to play their
role in the resolution of the Kashmir dispute

ISLAMABAD: The All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) has said that frus-
trated by the steadfast stand
and patience shown by Kash-
miris in the face of Indian
state terrorism for their in-
alienable right to self-deter-
mination, India is subjecting
them to atrocious venge-
ance. APHC spokesman Ad-
vocate Abdul Rashid Minhas,
in a statement issued in
Srinagar, said that India is
an occupier and Kashmir is
not an integral part of India
but an internationally recog-
nized dispute. He said the
people of occupied Jammu
and Kashmir will never allow
the RSS-backed BJP regime
to impose its devilish Hin-
dutva agenda in the territo-
ry. He stressed that despite
killings, torture, random ar-

rests, demolition of proper-
ties, termination of Kashmiri
employees and harassment,
the day is not far when India
will be forced to quit Jammu
and Kashmir as a result of
Kashmiris’ uncompromis-
ing stand. India has turned
the occupied territory into
the most militarized zone
in the world, and its over
one million troops are
trampling everything under
their jackboots, he added.

The APHC said that be-
sides using brute force,
conspiracies are also being
hatched to snatch the iden-
tity, culture and resources
of the Kashmiris. Since
5th August 2019, the BJP
regime has been hell-bent
on destroying everything
and turning Kashmir into a
graveyard. However, the re-

silient Kashmiris are show-
ing great courage, determi-
nation and steadfastness to
counter Hindutva forces,
he maintained. He said that
Kashmiris have yet again
proved that their passion
for freedom is invincible
and indomitable. He added
that the great resistance
shown by Kashmiris has
frustrated India, which is
now brutalizing them with
atrocious vengeance. He
said Kashmiris have defeat-
ed India’s designs and the
day is not far away when
they will break the shack-
les of slavery and force
India to quit. The APHC
also appealed to the United
Nations and other human
rights organizations to play
their role in the resolution of
the Kashmir dispute.—DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Freedom Gate Prosperity
(FGP), in collaboration with Accountabil-
ity Lab Pakistan and Hamdard University
Islamabad Campus, has hosted a public
dialogue on the youth employment crisis
and the role of entrepreneurship, bring-
ing together policymakers, academics,
development practitioners and young
participants to explore practical path-
ways for empowering youth and creating
sustainable economic opportunities in
Pakistan. On the sidelines of the dialogue,
participants were also briefly introduced
to the book From Idea to Impact by Dr.
Shahbaz Tariq, which highlights practical
approaches for turning ideas into entre-

preneurial initiatives.

Chairperson of the National Vocation-
al and Technical Training Commission
(NAVTTC), Gulmina Bilal Ahmad,
delivered the keynote address and em-
phasized the importance of equipping
young people with practical knowl-
edge and skills to navigate the coun-
try’s challenging economic environ-
ment. She noted that strengthening
technical and vocational education,
along with encouraging entrepre-
neurship, can open new avenues
for youth employment and enable
young people to become job crea-
tors rather than job seekers.

Rahmat Hindiarta Kusuma, Minister
Counsellor for Information, Social
and Cultural Affairs at the Indonesian
Embassy in Pakistan, shared exam-
ples from Indonesia’s experience in

promoting youth entrepreneurship
through supportive public policies,
skills development programmes and in-
novation-driven collaboration. He high-
lighted the importance of cross-cultur-
al partnerships, innovation ecosystems
and institutional cooperation in ena-
bling young entrepreneurs to trans-
form ideas into viable businesses.

Earlier, Muhammad Anwar, CEO of
Freedom Gate Prosperity (FGP), set
the context for the dialogue by high-
lighting the growing urgency of ad-
dressing youth unemployment through
innovation and enterprise. He stressed
that creating an enabling ecosystem for
entrepreneurship requires collabora-
tion between government institutions,
universities, development organiza-

tions and the private sector.

PESHAWAR: At sunrise on
March 23, thousands of hands
across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
will reach into the soil, espe-
cially of students, farmers,
soldiers, government offi-
cials, and ordinary citizens, as
each planting a small sapling
that carries a large hope of
a greener future for Paki-
stan. To mark Pakistan Day
on March 23, the provincial
government has set an ambi-
tious target of planting one
million trees in a single day,
transforming the national
celebration into a powerful
symbol of environmental re-
sponsibility towards combat-
ing climate change. - APP

Eid shopping rush peaks
in Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: A massive surge of shoppers has gripped markets and shopping centers across
Faisalabad as the people intensified preparations for the upcoming Eidul Fitr 2026.

The commercial hubs have started witnessing extraordinary crowds and vibrant trading activity
during the last decade of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak commenced. A survey conducted across the city
revealed that the festive spirit has significantly increased commercial activity in major bazaars,
shopping plazas and roadside stalls where the families are thronging to purchase clothes, jewelry,
shoes, cosmetics, bangles and other accessories for Eid celebrations. The rush has particularly
intensified as the holy month enters its third Ashra which is traditionally considered the peak pe-
riod for Eid shopping. Major commercial centers of the city including Jhang Bazaar, Rail Bazaar,
Katchery Bazaar, Aminpur Bazaar, Montgomery Bazaar and Chiniot Bazaar remained packed
with shoppers throughout the day and late into the night which is reflecting the growing excite-
ment associated with the upcoming festival. Similarly, modern shopping destinations such as
D-Ground Commercial Area, Kohinoor City, Susan Road markets, Sitara Mall, Lyallpur Galleria and
various shopping plazas along Canal Road also experienced a remarkable influx of visitors.—APP

9. Government of Pakistan &
%% DAANISH UNIVERSITY TRUST 5.
—sc%%  Ministry of Federal Education & Professional Training "= - =

PRE-QUALIFICATION NOTICE

Daanish University Trust, M/o FE & PT invites sealed applications from well-reputed
and experienced Firms, having an established office in Islamabad or Rawalpindi and duly
registered with the relevant Income Tax and Sales Tax authorities, for the Provision of

Goods and related Services for Daanish University Trust for FY 2025-26 & 2026-27.

i.  Supply of IT Equipment, including Repair and Maintenance Services

ii.  Supply of Machinery Equipment, including Repair and Maintenance Services
ii.  Supply of furniture & fixtures, including Repair and Maintenance Services

iv.  Supply of Stationery / Non-Stationery and Miscellaneous Items

2. Interested firms may apply for one or more lots. Each applicant shall submit a bid
security of Rs. 500,000 for each lot applied for. The bid security must be submitted in
original hard copy in favour of DDO M/o FE&PT. Detailed pre-qualification documents
and guidelines for participation are available on the websites of the Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional Training (www.mofept.gov.pk) and the Public

Procurement Regulatory Authority (www.ppra.org.pk).

time).

PID(I)7535/2"

3. Applications must be submitted through the PPRA e-Procurement System (EPADS)
available at www.eprocure.gov.pk in accordance with the prescribed procedure and
must be submitted on or before March 31, 2026 at 02:00 p.m. Applications will be
opened on the same day at 02:30 p.m. in the presence of applicants or their
authorized representatives who choose to attend. Applications submitted through
email or any other electronic means shall not be entertained. A pre-bid meeting will
be held on March 16, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. in the office of the undersigned.

4, The procuring agency reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids in
accordance with the Public Procurement Rules, 2004 (as amended from time to

(Shah Jehan)
Deputy Secretary - HE

Room #227, 2nd Floor, Block-'D' Pak Secretariat, Islamabad

Tel: 051-9103915
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

MARCH

March 01/Bosnia
National Day

March 03/Bulgaria
National Day

March 06/ Ghana
Independence Day

March 12 /Mauritius
National Day

March 17/Ireland
St. Patricks Day

March 20/Tunisia
Independence Day

March 21/Namibia
National Day

March 25/Greece
National Day

March 26/Bangladesh
National Day

March 27/Myanmar
Armed Forces Day

Turkish Airlines.....8494949
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20

.

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA...cooiiieine 9281092
po®
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Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
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Indonesia’s D-8 Chairmanship

Bringing together students
from Indonesia, Pakistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A discussion session focus-
ing on the role and future of the D-8 Or-
ganization for Economic Cooperation was
held at the National Library of Pakistan in
Islamabad. The event, titled “Towards the
D-8 Summit: The Relevance of the D-8 Or-
ganization for Economic Cooperation Amid
Global Challenges,” was organized by the
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in
Islamabad in collaboration with the Inter-
national Institute for Regional and Interna-
tional Studies (IIRIS), said a release issued
here on Friday. The session brought to-
gether Indonesian students studying at the
International Islamic University Islamabad
and Pakistani students from several prom-
inent universities, including Quaid-i-Azam
University, National Defence University,
Bahria University, Riphah International
University, and the National University of
Modern Languages. The gathering served
as an academic platform for dialogue on the
relevance of the D-8 in addressing emerg-
ing global economic challenges. The event
opened with remarks from Shafqat Rasool,
President of IIRIS, who welcomed diplo-
mats, speakers, and students from both
Pakistan and Indonesia. He highlighted
the importance of academic engagement
in strengthening multilateral cooperation
and fostering mutual understanding among
member states of the D-8. The keynote
address was delivered by Dr. M. Saeed Uz-
zaman, Head of the Department of Interna-
tional Relations at the National University
of Modern Languages in Rawalpindi. His
presentation, titled “Reinvigorating the D-8
Organization for Economic Cooperation:
The Strategic Role of Pakistan-Indonesia
Collaboration,” emphasized the potential
of the D-8 to emerge as a dynamic South-
South economic bloc. Dr. Uzzaman argued
that the organization could significantly
expand its impact if member states en-
hance intra-D-8 trade, address connectivity
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gaps, strengthen logistics and maritlme
integration, and improve institutional ca-
pacity. According to him, such initiatives
could raise intra-D-8 trade to over USD 500
billion, contribute to a combined ,GDP of
USD 8-10 trillion, and create more than 50
million new jobs, across member countries.
During the session, Donny Ardiwidha, First
Secretary for Political Affairs at the Indone-
sian Embassy, presented a talk titled “The
Strength of D-8 Countries in Global Com-
petition.” He highlighted the strategic ge-
ographical positions of D-8 member states,
noting that they are located along three
major global trade routes: the Strait of Ma-
lacca, the Suez Canal, and the Bosphorus
Strait. Ardiwidha emphasized that the com-
bination of strategic location and strong
human capital gives the D-8 countries the
potential to act as a stabilizing force in the
global economy. “D-8 is a small group with
a big impact,” he remarked. Another pres-

entation was delivered by Rahmat Hindiar-
ta Kusuma, Coordinator for Information,
Social, and Cultural Affairs at the Indone-
sian Embassy. He provided an overview of
Indonesia’s chairmanship of the D-8 for the
2026-2027 period, highlighting its central
theme, “Navigating Global Shifts: Strength-
ening Equality, Solidarity, and Cooperation
for Shared Prosperity”. Under Indonesia’s
leadership, the organization will prioritize
five key areas including economic and trade
integration,development of the halal econ-
omy,blue economy and green transition,
Connectivity and digital transformation
and institutional reform are major to en-
hance the economic integration between
members. Kusuma also announced that
a special session on Palestine would be
included in the agenda of the upcoming
D-8 Summit, reflecting Indonesia’s com-
mitment to humanitarian values and inter-
national solidarity. The session concluded
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with an interactive question-and-answer
segment in which students and scholars
exchanged views with the speakers on the
future of D-8 cooperation and the role of
youth and academia in strengthening eco-
nomic partnerships among member states.
This event marked the second session in a
broader discussion series on the D-8 under
Indonesia’s chairmanship. The first session
was held the previous week at the Indonesian
Corner and featured Noor Fatima, Chairperson
of the Department of International Relations at
the International Islamic University Islamabad.
The final session of the series is scheduled to
take place after the Eid al-Fitr holiday. Through
initiatives such as these discussions, the Indo-
nesian Embassy and its partners aim to encour-
age academic dialogue and youth engagement,
strengthening intellectual and diplomatic con-
nections between Pakistan and Indonesia while
promoting the broader goals of the D-8 Organi-
zation for Economic Cooperation.

CDA reviews progress
of new sectors uplift

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) on Thursday
reviewed the progress of development
work in several new sectors of the Fed-
eral Capital and directed officials to
expedite the process of handing over
possession of developed plots to own-
ers The meeting was chaired by CDA
Chairman and Chief Commissioner Is-
lamabad Muhammad Ali Randhawa at
the CDA headquarters. It was attend-
ed by senior officials including Mem-
ber Administration and Estate Talat
Mehmood, Member Finance Tahir
Naeem, Member Planning and Design
Dr Khalid Hafiz, Member Engineer-
ing Syed Nafasat Raza and Member
Environment Esfandyar Baloch.

During the meeting, the CDA chair-
man instructed officials to ensure that
possession of plots in completed sec-
tors is handed over to allottees at the
earliest. Officials briefed the meeting
on the development status of Sector
C-14, stating that work on basic infra-
structure has been completed while
more than 95 per cent of electricity

supply arrangements are in place.
Installation of light poles on main
roads and signboards on streets has
also been completed, while land-
scaping and horticulture work along
main roads is progressing rapidly.
The chairman directed officials to
install digital information boards at
the entrance points of the sector
and personally visit the site to re-
view development activities so that
the formal process of handing over
possession could begin. Regarding
Sector C-15, officials informed the
meeting that sub-base work was un-
der way on around 37 streets. They
added that the process of obtaining
a no-objection certificate (NOC) for
a railway bridge in the sector was
in progress and that services of a
consultant for its design would soon
be acquired. The meeting also re-
viewed development work in Sector
E-12. Officials said sub-base work
on roads in sub-sectors 1 and 2 was
nearing completion, while work
on roads surrounding the commer-

cial centre was advancing at a fast
pace. Progress on electricity supply
in the sector was also described as
satisfactoryDevelopment activities
in Sector I-12 were also discussed,
with officials informing the meeting
that most of the work in the sector
was nearing completion. Work on
a service road there is expected
to begin soon. The CDA chairman
also directed officials to ensure the
timely installation of signboards on
roads and streets in all sectors and
ordered the preparation of e-maps
to identify plot locations in newly
developed areas.

He further instructed authorities

to resolve electricity issues in Park
Enclave, ensure road carpeting and
remove encroachments.
Randhawa said providing modern
residential facilities to citizens in
Islamabad remained a top priority
for the CDA, adding that obstacles
hindering development work would
be removed to ensure timely posses-
sion of plots for residents.—DNA

8 held of robbery, motorcycle theft gangs

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi Police
apprehended eight suspects belong-
ing to four gangs allegedly involved in
robbery, bike theft and housebreaking
incidents, recovering six stolen motor-
cycles, cash, mobile phones and weap-
ons. According to a police spokesman
on Friday, the arrests were made dur-
ing separate operations conducted in
the Potohar and Rawal divisions. In
the Potohar Division, the Westridge

Police rounded up a two-member
gang and recovered two stolen mo-
torcycles, six mobile phones worth
over Rs150,000, cash amounting to
Rs45,500 and weapons from their
possession. In another action, the
Cantt Police apprehended two mem-
bers of another gang of bike lifters,
recovering two stolen two-wheelers
and Rs 24,500 in cash. Similarly, in
the Rawal Division, the New Town

Police detained three members of
a gang of robbers and motorcycle
thieves, seizing a snatched bike,
weapons and Rs 44,000 obtained
from the sale of snatched mobile
phones. The Ganjmandi Police also
apprehended a suspect involved in
motorcycle theft and other stealing
incidents and recovered a stolen
motorcycle and a mobile phone from
him.—APP

Edu reforms on the cards
to regulate foreign boards

ISLAMABAD: Executive Director,
Inter Board Committee of Chairmen
(IBCC), Dr. Ghulam Ali Mallah, on
Friday said significant reforms were
underway in Pakistan’s education reg-
ulatory framework for registration of
foreign boards In an interview with
APP, Dr. Mallah, who also holds the
office of Chairman Private Educational
Institutions Regulatory Authority (PEI-
RA), and also a member of the ad-hoc
committee for revival of the Pakistan
Hockey Federation, explained that un-
der the IBCC Act, foreign examination
boards operating in Pakistan must be
regulated by the IBCC. Following the
development of a regulatory frame-
work, 15 standards were approved by
the Board of Governors, while several
international boards have already been
registered, he informed. According to
him, six foreign boards have so far been
regulated, which would offer A-Lev-
el-equivalent qualifications and the
IGCSE equivalent to matriculation in
Pakistan. Other approved organizations
include Pearson Edexcel, International

Baccalaureate, and Learning Resource
Network. The wellknown Cambridge
Assessment International Education is
currently in the process of registration.
He said the regulation of foreign boards
became necessary after issues surfaced
during the COVID-19 pandemic, when
Pakistan needed clarity on how foreign
examination bodies conducted their
exams and who regulated them. With
IBCC oversight, the curriculum, fee
structures, and compliance with Paki-
stan’s cultural and religious sensitivities
could now be monitored. Dr. Mallah
also highlighted ongoing digital reforms
within IBCC as part of the government’s
Digital Pakistan vision. The organiza-
tion is automating internal processes
including accounts, human resources,
and office operations. A new system is
also being introduced to simplify the at-
testation process for students. Under a
pilot project with the Federal Board of
Intermediate and Secondary Education,
students would no longer be needed
to visit both their examination board
and IBCC separately for document

verification. Instead, the board’s data-
base would be linked directly to IBCC
through an online portal. Students
would submit their application at IBCC,
which would verify records digitally and
complete attestation in one place. The
system was expected to be launched
before Eid, he added. Discussing his
role as Chairman of EIRA, Dr. Mallah
said Islamabad currently has more than
1,500 private schools, most of which fell
into the low-fee category. Only about
five percent were elite schools charg-
ing higher tuition, while more than 75
percent charged less than Rs 5,000 per
month. He noted that several reforms
had been introduced to ease proce-
dures for private schools. Registration,
which was previously granted for one
year, would now be valid for three years.
Moreover, the registration and renewal
process had been fully digitized through
the PEIRA portal, eliminating manual ap-
plications. The authority had also fixed
March and April as the official months
for school registration and renewal each
year to streamline the process.—APP

Digital CNIC now

legally equal to
physical card

ISLAMABAD: The National Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) has formally declared that the Digi-
tal Computerized National Identity Card (CNIC) available
through its PakID mobile application, held the same legal
status as the physical CNIC. The authority expressed con-
cern that several offices and service providers were still
refusing to accept digital identity credentials and insisting
on physical cards or photocopies, an approach NADRA says
violates the prevailing legal framework. In a statement is-
sued on Friday, NADRA clarified that under the National
Database and Registration Authority Ordinance 2000, the
authority was empowered to maintain the national citi-
zen database and issuance of identity credentials in both
physical and digital forms. This legal mandate was further
reinforced by the newly notified NADRA Digital Identity
Regulations 2025, which formally recognized digital iden-
tity credentials as fully valid. Regulation 9, titled “Legal
Recognition of Digital Identity Credentials”, explicitly
states that any digital identity document issued or author-
ized by NADRA carries the same legal status, validity, and
evidentiary value as a physical credential. Regulation 10,
“Acceptance of Digital Identity Credentials”, requires all
public authorities, regulated entities, and organizations de-
manding proof of identity to accept NADRA-issued digital
credentials without exception. The digital identity suite
includes the Digital CNIC, dematerialized CNIC, NICOP,
and POC, all accessible through the PakID (NADRA Digital
Identity Platform). NADRA emphasized that digital iden-
tity adoption could significantly reduce the circulation of
photocopied ID documents, thereby protecting citizens’
personal data and limiting risks of identity theft and mis-
use. The authority urged all government departments, pub-
lic institutions, financial entities, telecom operators, and
private service providers to align their procedures with
the updated regulations and issue clear instructions to
their field offices. Citizens who encounter refusal of
Digital CNIC acceptance have been encouraged to file
complaints through NADRA'’s official channels so correc-
tive action can be taken. Reaffirming its commitment
to secure and technology-driven identity management,
NADRA noted that the shift toward digital credentials is
a key step in modernizing public services and enhancing
data protection standards across Pakistan.—APP

Kashmiri bangles craze
spreads from online to
traditional shops

ISLAMABAD: Kashmiri bangles are in high demand in both
online and traditional shops because of their beautiful de-
signs, wide variety of colors and same size availability, mak-
ing them easy for customers to choose and match with dif-
ferent outfits and along with other cities, there is also a big
craze for Kashmiri bangles in Hyderabad With growing de-
mand, many shops in Hyderabad and other cities are stock-
ing a wide range of styles, from traditional glass bangles to
modern designer sets, making it easier than ever for buyers
to find the perfect match for their Eid celebrations, media re-
ports added. This Eid, the streets of Hyderabad and other cit-
ies are buzzing with the vibrant colors of Kashmiri bangles.
Resham Gali Shahi Bazar of Hyderabad has become the go-to
spot for shoppers looking for bangles that match perfectly
with their festive outfits. Shopkeepers report that this year’s
trend, with bangles in 25 to 30 different colors has created a
huge surge in demand. “People are loving the variety,” said
a shopkeeper in Rasham Galli. “From soft pastels to bright,
bold shades, we are witnessing more customers than ever.
This year, our sales have literally shoot up because of these
colorful bangles.” Girls shopping for Eid shared their excite-
ment as well. One customer said, “I love how easy it is to find
bangles that match my dress. The colors are so vibrant, and
they are all the same size, so there’s no hassle at all.” Anoth-
er added, “I bought three sets already! Everyone at home is
asking from where I got them.” Other shopkeepers in near-
by cities have also noticed the craze spreading fast.—DNA

Aleem
condemns
terrorist
incident in

Lakki Marwat

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Communications
and President of the Isteh-
kam-e-Pakistan Party, Abdul
Aleem Khan has strongly
condemned the tragic ter-
rorist incident in Lakki
Marwat, stating that the en-
emy country is making ma-
licious attempts to disturb
the peace of the homeland.
He emphasized that the
nation and security institu-
tions together will foil such
conspiracies, said a press
release issued here on Fri-
day. Abdul Aleem Khan ex-
pressed deep sorrow and
grief over the martyrdom of
the SHO and Police Person-
nel in the unfortunate inci-
dent and paid rich tribute to
the martyrs. He stated that
the brave personnel of the
Pakistan Army and Police
are rendering great sacrific-
es for the peace and stabili-
ty of the country, and these
sacrifices will never go in
vain. The minister further
said that in the fight against
terrorism, the entire nation
stands shoulder to shoulder
with its armed forces and
law enforcement agencies
and anti-state elements will
not be allowed to succeed
under any circumstances.
Aleem Khan also prayed for
the elevation of the ranks of
the martyrs and the speedy
recovery of the injured
and said that may Allah Al
mighty grant patience and
courage to the families of
the martyrs to bear this
loss.—APP

3,500 cops
for Friday
prayers, Youm-
e-Quds rallies

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) Po-
lice deployed over 3,500 of-
ficers and personnel across
the federal capital to en-
sure security during Friday
congregations and Youm-e-
Quds processions. An offi-
cial told on Friday that com-
prehensive and foolproof
security arrangements had
been made throughout the
city. He said strict security
measures had been put in
place around Faisal Mosque
as well as other mosques
and imambargahs, while
special security arrange-
ments had also been made
for Youm-e-Quds rallies.
DIG Muhammad Jawad
Tariq said that checking
at all entry and exit points
of the city had been fur-
ther tightened and special
checkpoints had been es-
tablished. He added that ef-
fective police patrolling was
continuing across the city
to maintain law and order.
The DIG reiterated that
ensuring the protection of
citizens’ lives and property
remained the top priority of
Islamabad Police.—APP

PTA success-
fully concludes
5G spectrum
auction

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) has suc-
cessfully concluded the
Assignment Stage of the
Next Generation Mobile
Services (NGMS) / 5G
Spectrum Auction, mark-
ing another key milestone
toward the rollout of 5G
services in Pakistan. Dur-
ing the Assignment Stage,
the specific frequency
positions within the auc-
tioned spectrum bands
were finalized to enable
efficient network planning
and deployment by par-
ticipating operators. In
the 2600 MHz band, Jazz
secured 70 MHz, while
Zong and Ufone obtained
60 MHz each. In the 3500
MHz band, Ufone secured
120 MHz, while Jazz and
Zong acquired 50 MHz
each, with 60 MHz remain-
ing unsold. The auction
generated a total of $509.6
million (approximately
Rs. 142.6 billion) for the
national exchequer. Jazz
secured spectrum worth
$239.38 million, Ufone
$156.75 million and Zong
$113.47 million With the
completion of the assign-
ment stage, operators can
now proceed with network
planning and deployment,
paving the way for the
gradual rollout of 5G ser-
vices in Pakistan.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: A westerly
weather system is set to
sweep across large parts of
Pakistan from Friday night,
the Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department (PMD)
warned, unleashing wide-
spread rain-wind-thunder-
storm, snowfall over high
mountains and isolated
hailstorms that are expect-
ed to persist through early
next week. The PMD said
a westerly wave is likely to
approach the northwestern
parts of the country on Sat-
urday evening and is expect-
ed to persist until Monday
morning. Under the influ-
ence of this system, partly
cloudy to cloudy weather
with chances of moderate
rain-wind-thunderstorm and
snowfall over high moun-
tains, along with isolated
hailstorms, is expected in
several districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa including Chi-
tral, Dir, Swat, Kohistan,
Shangla, Battagram, Bun-
er, Malakand, Mansehra,
Abbottabad, Haripur, Khy-
ber, Mohmand, Peshawar,
Bannu, Swabi, Mardan,
Charsadda, Nowshera,
Bajaur, Orakzai, Kurram,
Kohat, Hangu and Dera
Ismail Khan from Friday
night to Sunday morning.
Similar weather conditions
are also expected in parts
of Balochistan including
Zhob, Barkhan, Chaman
and Ziarat, as well as
Gilgit-Baltistan and Kash-
mir during the same period.
Rain-wind-thunderstorm
with isolated hailstorms is
also forecast in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Murree, Galli-
yat, Attock, Jhelum, Chak-
wal, Talagang, Gujranwala,
Hafizabad, Wazirabad, Sar-
godha, Mianwali, Sheikhu-
pura, Gujrat, Khushab,
Mandi Bahauddin, Lahore,
Sialkot, Narowal, Fais-
alabad, Jhang, Chiniot,
Bhakkar, Layyah and Dera
Ghazi Khan with occasional
gaps from Friday night to
Sunday morning.—APP

BJP regime
pursuing
‘atrocious

revenge’ on

Kashmiris

ISLAMABAD: The All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference
stated that India, frustrated
by the resilience and pa-
tience shown by Kashmiris
in their pursuit of the in-
alienable right to self-de-
termination despite what
it calls state repression, is
now subjecting them to se-
vere retaliatory actions.
According to Kashmir Me-
dia Service, a spokesman
for the All Parties Hurri-
yat Conference, Advocate
Abdul Rashid Minhas, in a
statement issued in Srina-
gar, said that India is an
occupying power and that
Kashmir is not an integral
part of India but an interna-
tionally recognized dispute.
He stated that the people of
occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir would never allow the
RSS-backed BJP regime to
impose what he described
as its Hindutva agenda in
the territory.

He added that despite
killings, torture, arbitrary
arrests, demolition of prop-
erties, termination of Kash-
miri employees, and contin-
ued harassment, the day is
not far when India will be
forced to quit Jammu and
Kashmir due to the unwa-
vering and uncompromising
stand of the Kashmiri peo-
ple. Advocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas said India has
turned the occupied terri-
tory into one of the most
heavily militarized zones in
the world, with more than
a million troops deployed
across the region. He al-
leged that the forces are
suppressing the people
and violating their basic
rights.

The APHC spokesman
said that apart from the
use of force, attempts
are also being made to
undermine the identity,
culture, and resources of
Kashmiris. He claimed
that since 5 August 2019,
the BJP-led government
has intensified measures
aimed at changing the
situation in the territory,
but Kashmiris continue to
show resilience, determi-
nation, and steadfastness.
He said the people of
Kashmir remain firm in
their demand for freedom
and that their resistance
has frustrated India. The
APHC also appealed to
the United Nations and in-
ternational human rights
organizations to play their
role in resolving the Kash-
mir dispute.—APP

COMSTECH, Chinese embassy
vow to enhance cooperation

The meeting concluded with both sides reaffirming their commitment to deepening
cooperation in science, technology, and innovation and agreeing to maintain regular
communication to implement the discussed initiatives

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator General
OIC-COMSTECH, Dr. M. Igbal Choudhary
in a meeting with

Minister Counsellor at the Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China in Islamabad,
Xu Hangtian discussed expanding collab-
oration in science, technology, education,
and innovation between China and the
OIC member states. During the meeting
Dr. Choudhary appreciated the continued
cooperation between COMSTECH and
Chinese institutions and emphasized the
importance of strengthening scientific and
technological partnerships between China
and the OIC countries. Minister Coun-
sellor Xu Hangtian welcomed the COMS-
TECH delegation and reaffirmed China’s

commitment to expanding collaboration
with COMSTECH in the fields of science,
technology, health, and innovation. During
the meeting, both sides reviewed several
successful joint initiatives undertaken be-
tween COMSTECH and Chinese partner
institutions. These included the COM-
STECH-HUCM  Technicians  Training
Programs held in 2024 and 2025 aimed
at building technical expertise in tradi-
tional medicine, the COMSTECH-Ningbo
Technicians Training Program conducted
in 2025 focusing on advanced laboratory
and biomedical technologies, and a 19-day
certificate course on Applied Biomedical
Artificial Intelligence organized jointly by
COMSTECH and Ningbo University for re-
searchers from OIC member states.

Both sides appreciated the impact of
these initiatives in strengthening human

resource capacity across OIC countries.
They also discussed the establishment of
the COMSTECH-Zhejiang Joint Laborato-
ry to promote collaborative research in tra-
ditional Chinese medicine, biotechnology,
pharmaceuticals, and biomedical sciences.
CG COMSTECH also informed the Chi-
nese side about plans to establish an OIC-
COMSTECH Office in Beijing to facilitate
closer coordination with Chinese universi-
ties, research institutions, and technology
organizations. The meeting acknowledged
recent visits of Chinese delegations to
COMSTECH during 2025-2026, which
helped identify new opportunities for col-
laboration in training programs, research
partnerships, and technology transfer. The
participants also discussed the upcoming
visit of a 27-member Chinese delegation to
COMSTECH scheduled for April 2026.

During the discussions, Prof. Dr. Igbal
Choudhary proposed the nomination of a
permanent representative from the Chi-
nese Embassy to COMSTECH to enhance
coordination and follow-up on joint initia-
tives. He also suggested expanding joint
training programs for scientists and tech-
nicians from OIC member states in collab-
oration with Xinjiang Medical University
in emerging fields such as artificial intelli-
gence, biotechnology, and pharmaceutical
sciences. Minister Counsellor Xu Hangtian
welcomed the proposal in principle and re-
quested that a formal proposal be shared
with the embassy. The meeting concluded
with both sides reaffirming their commit-
ment to deepening cooperation in science,
technology, and innovation and agreeing to
maintain regular communication to imple-
ment the discussed initiatives.
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ISLAMAVAD: Coordinator General of COMSTECH Igbal Chaudhry meets Dr. Maen Khreasat Ambassador of Jordan to Paki-

stan. Both sides discussed matters of mutual interest. DNA

Commissio

ISLAMABAD: Member National
Assembly (MNA) Isphanyar
Bhandara has been nominat-
ed by the Prime Minister as
a member of the Parliamen-
tary Committee for the ap-
pointment of the Chairperson
of the National Commission
for Minorities Rights. As the
parliamentary representative
of Pakistan’s least numerous
minority communities, many
of whom live in distant parts

Qf the country, his inclusion

" PM nominates Isphanyar Bhandara
as Committee for Minority Rights
n’s member

AL in

this committee carries
particular significance, said
a notification issued here on
Friday. It wunderscores the
principle that every communi-
ty, regardless of its numbers
or geographic distance from
the center, deserves to have
its voice reflected in decisions
concerning minority rights
and representation. The nomi-
nation also reflects the Prime
Minister’s emphasis on inclu-
sive governance and his com-
mitment to ensuring that all
communities have a place in Pa-
kistan’s democratic process. .

Red Zone

access
restricted

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) on Friday
issued a traffic advisory informing citizens about road clo-
sures and diversions around the Red Zone, announcing
that Margalla Road would remain open as the only route for
entry into the high-security area. An official told APP that
several key roads across the federal capital would remain
closed or partially closed due to security arrangements.
He said that all routes leading to Iran Avenue would remain
closed, while Chand Tara Flyover from Srinagar Highway
to Serena Chowk would also remain shut for traffic Simi-

larly, Suhrawardy Road from Aabpara would remain com-
pletely closed for both incoming and outgoing traffic.
The official further said that Jinnah Avenue from Rajab
Tayyab Erdogan Flyover up to Kulsum Plaza Chowk, Sev-
enth Avenue Bridge, and Fazal-e-Haq Road up to Geo
Chowk would remain closed. He added that the road
from Haji Camp Chowk to Islamabad Chowk would re-
main completely closed, while IJP Road from Gandam
Godam to Fakir Aipee Road would also remain closed.
Likewise, the service road from NESCOM towards I-10
wouremain closed, and both sides of I-8 to IJP Double
Road would remain completely closed for traffic. The
official said that Club Road from Rawal Dam Chowk to
Kashmir Chowk and Park Road from Shehzad Town to
Musharraf Chowk would remain partially closed on one
side. Citizens have been advised to use alternate routes
and avoid unnecessary travel during the restrictions.
They should also leave earlier than usual to avoid incon-
venience. For further information, citizens may contact
Pucar-15 or the Traffic Helpline 1915, while the latest
traffic updates are also available on Islamabad Traffic
Police FM 92.4.—APP

Pakistan launches new
feeder shipping service

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muham-
mad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry announced on Friday the launch of
a new feeder shipping service from Karachi Port to the United
Arab Emirates, marking a key step toward transhipment capabil
ities. In a statement, Junaid Anwar Chaudhry said that Karachi
Gateway Terminal (Private) Limited (KGTL), which is KPT’s
major business partner, will be supported by a dedicated feeder
service linking Karachi with the UAE ports of Fujairah and Khor
Fakkan, strengthening maritime connectivity for Pakistan’s trad-
ing community amid evolving regional shipping dynamics. Junaid
Chaudhry said the new service establishes a regular shipping link
between Karachi and two of the region’s key transhipment hubs,
enabling Pakistani importers and exporters to maintain reliable
access to global container shipping networks. “The service will
call at KGTL, part of AD Ports Group’s international operating
arm, Noatum Ports. The first vessel of the service arrived at
KGTL on the evening of 11 March, officially marking the start
of regular operations,” the minister added. Junaid Chaudhry not-
ed the new feeder link supports supply chain continuity through
KGTL and helps ensure Pakistan’s trade maintains dependable
access to international markets. Cargo routed through Fujairah
and Khor Fakkan will benefit from seamless connectivity to re-

gional and international shipping networks, supported by the
UAE’s advanced logistics infrastructure. Containers can be effi-
ciently transferred via integrated road and rail corridors to major
commercial hubs and logistics centres across the UAE. Talking
on the new feeder service, Rear Admiral Shahid Ahmed (Retd.),
Chairman, Karachi Port Trust said, “The introduction of this
feeder service further enhances Karachi Port’s connectivity with
key regional hubs and supports Pakistan’s growing trade require-
ments and added “Strengthening maritime links with the UAE
will help facilitate smoother cargo movement while providing
greater flexibility for the country’s trading community as per
the vision of Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Muham-
mad Junaid Anwar Choudhry .” Khurram Aziz Khan, Chief
Executive Officer of Karachi Gateway Terminal (Private)
Limited (KGTL), said, “The commencement of this feeder
service reflects KGTL's continued commitment to strength-
ening Pakistan’s maritime connectivity and supporting the
country’s trading community. By linking Karachi directly
with major UAE transhipment hubs, this service provides
importers and exporters with reliable access to global ship-
ping networks while reinforcing the role of Karachi Gateway
Terminal as a key gateway for international trade.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Parliamentary Affairs
Dr. Tariq Fazal Chaudhry
on Friday warned Pakistan
Tehreek-eInsaff in Khaber
Pakhtoonkwa (KPK) to fully
implement the federal gov-
ernment’s zero-tolerance pol-
icy against terrorism and act
with seriousness, stressing
that while our armed forces
sacrifice their lives for nation-
al security, laxity or defiance
would not be tolerated. While
speaking to a news channel,
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry said
while there might be debates
about terrorism, KPK should
recognize the sacrifices of
the armed forces, noting that
more than 8,200 personnel
have been martyred in the
fight against terrorism in the
province. He emphasized
that this reflects the active
and ongoing role of the mil-
itary in ensuring national
security. He added that this
time, instead of politics,
everyone should collectively
play their role. The federal
minister urged KPK to stand
united and allow operations
to proceed in line with the
federal government’s an-
ti-terrorism policy.—DNA

M Naqvi condemns
bomb attack

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi has strongly
condemned the bomb explosion that occurred near a po-
lice vehicle in Lakki Marwat, terming it a cowardly act of
terrorism targeting the nation’s brave security forces. The
interior minister paid rich tribute to the six police person-
nel — including the Station House Officer who embraced
martyrdom in the attack. He expressed deep sorrow and
heartfelt condolences to the families of the martyrs, ac-
knowledging their immense sacrifice for the country. “The
brave young men of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police have sac-
rificed their today for the peaceful tomorrow of the nation,”
Nagqvi said, reaffirming the government’s resolve to contin-
ue the fight against terrorism. He added that the officers
and personnel of the provincial police force have rendered
unforgettable sacrifices in the war against terrorism. “Our
martyrs are our pride, and their great sacrifices will always
be remembered,” the interior minister said.—APP

shift can
secure
Pakistan's
future

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Business
leader and former pres-
ident of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce,
Shahid Rasheed Butt, said
on Friday that heavy reli-
ance on imported fossil fu-
els for electricity is deepen-
ing the financial crisis and
called for a structured shift
to clean energy to stabilise
costs and reduce external
dependence.

Fossil fuels currently ac-
count for roughly 53 per-
cent of Pakistan’s electric-
ity supply, with natural gas
and imported coal as the
dominant sources. Over 40
percent of power gener-
ation relies on expensive
re-gasified liquefied natu-
ral gas and imported coal,
exposing the country to
global fuel price swings that
directly inflate electricity
bills. Shahid Rasheed Butt
said that this dependence
has fed a vicious cycle.
Circular debt in the power
sector stood at Rs5,730 bil-
lion, squeezing government
finances and forcing repeat-
ed tariff hikes on house-
holds already struggling
with inflation.

The business leader said
that the share of fossil
fuel generation could be
reduced to below 1% over
15 years through aggres-
sive deployment of solar
and wind capacity, battery
storage, and grid upgrades,
avoiding approximately 78
million tonnes of carbon
emissions.

The shift to domestically
available renewable re-
sources would substantial-
ly reduce the foreign-ex-
change drain from fuel
imports, a critical concern
for an economy operating
under a 7 billion-dollar
International  Monetary
Fund programme, he
said. Rapid growth in
rooftop solar is already
reshaping demand, with
minimum grid load pro-
jected to fall to around
3,000 megawatts dur-
ing daytime periods,
requiring investment in
storage and grid flexi-
bility to maintain sta-
bility. He noted that
policy announcements
in Pakistan’s energy
sector have historically
outpaced delivery, and
that grid congestion, fi-
nancing constraints, and
regulatory wuncertainty
remain significant barri-
ers to renewable expan-
sion at scale. A cleaner
energy mix would also
benefit exports, as the
European Union’s Car-
bon Border Adjustment
Mechanism will impose
levies on  high-emis-
sion imports, making a
low-carbon grid essen-
tial for Pakistan’s indus-
trial competitiveness.
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Why the GCC must avoid
entanglement in the
US-Israel war on Iran

DRr. Turki FaisaL AL-RASHEED

TUCSON, Arizona: As US President Barack Obama left his country’s em-
bassy in Dublin in his fully armored limousine, his convoy hit an unex-
pected snag. The vehicle’s underside scraped on a simple ramp and became
stuck at the gate — a multimillion dollar machine defeated by an ordinary piece
of pavement. The image is hard to forget — enormous investment, but poor
design for real world conditions. Our region risks making the same mistake
if we pour money into “exquisite” defenses that fail at the critical moment.
The US Defense Innovation Unit, created in 2015 by then Defense Secretary
Ash Carter, was meant to prevent exactly that kind of failure in the military
domain. It was designed to break through Pentagon bureaucracy and con-
nect the armed forces with fast-moving technologies from Silicon Valley,
shifting from slow, traditional contractors to agile private firms. In reality,
this has meant experimenting with autonomous systems, microsatellites,
and artificial intelligence, while fighting the inertia, over-centralization, and
rent-seeking that often plague big defense programs. The core lesson is sim-
ple: if you do not reform how you buy and use technology, you end up with
very expensive systems that are not fit for the next war.

That next war is now unfolding over our heads. The ongoing US-Israel war
on Iran has exposed a dangerous vulnerability in the US-led missile-defense
architecture in the Middle East. Iran has executed a sequenced, systems-lev-
el campaign that, in a matter of days, blinded and degraded core elements
of the US missile-defense network in our region. This tactical success has
strategic consequences. It accelerates the depletion of high-end intercep-
tors, exposes critical bases and energy infrastructure, and destabilizes key
partners such as Jordan. It also erodes US deterrence credibility in the Indo
Pacific, because the same finite interceptor stockpile is supposed to help
defend Taiwan and Japan. In other words, the Middle East is consuming
systems that Washington also counts on for other theaters — a risk Gulf
policymakers must factor into any calculation about escalation.

Iran’s approach follows a three-step logic familiar from suppression of enemy air
defenses, but applied to missile defense. First, “kill the eyes” by striking early
warning radars. Second, “kill the aim” by targeting fire control radars that guide
interceptors. Third, “destroy the batteries” by hitting the launchers themselves.
Each step attacks a different dependency in an integrated system. Once enough
eyes and aim points are removed, the remaining batteries operate in a fog, with
compressed and uneven timelines for detection, classification, and engagement.
There is no safe “rear area” if long range missiles and drones can reach radars
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in places like Jordan, which many once assumed were relatively secure.

For years, the US doctrinal concept in the Gulf has been layered missile
defense: early warning from the AN/FPS 132 in Qatar and space-based
sensors; upper tier defense by THAAD guided by AN/TPY 2 radars; lower
tier coverage by Patriot PAC 3; and a maritime layer from Aegis equipped
destroyers. On paper, this looked robust. In reality, Iran has shown how
quickly a determined adversary can degrade it, especially when it can at-
tack multiple layers at once. Worse, Tehran is exploiting a cost exchange
crisis. Cheap drones and relatively low-cost ballistic missiles are being
mixed in large salvos, forcing defenders to fire interceptors that cost
millions of dollars per shot at any track that might be lethal. The politi-
cal and moral cost of a single “leaker” — a missile that gets through and
causes mass casualties — pushes commanders to “engage everything.”
Over time, that is a losing game, especially for states that rely heavily on
imported interceptors and have limited local production capacity.

For Saudi Arabia, this is not an abstract debate. Vision 2030 rests on three inter-
linked pillars: diversifying the economy, transforming the Kingdom into a global
investment hub, and building an “ambitious nation” with secure, resilient infra-
structure. At the same time, Saudi Arabia is pursuing an ambitious energy tran-
sition, aiming to source around half of its power from renewables by 2030 and
to build more than 100 GW of new solar and wind capacity while maintaining its
role in oil and gas. All of this depends on the basic condition: physical security for
legacy oil facilities, new gas and petrochemical projects, and a rapidly expanding
network of renewable plants, industrial zones, and transmission corridors.

The 2019 Abqaiq-Khurais attacks were an early warning. Iran and its prox-
ies temporarily knocked out roughly half of Saudi crude production and
about 5 percent of global daily supply, despite existing air defenses. Today,
the Kingdom’s new “air defense shield” — a mix of Patriot, THAAD, and AN/
TPY 2 radars to protect Riyadh, Eastern Province oil facilities, and key mili-
tary sites — is partly dependent on the same regional sensor and interceptor
web that Iran is now degrading. As US high-end interceptors are consumed
to defend bases across the Gulf, there is growing pressure on the availability
and prioritization of defensive assets for Saudi energy and power infrastruc-
ture, especially if the conflict widens. This creates a dangerous trap for the
Gulf Cooperation Council. A scheme appears to be unfolding in which the
US and Israel, driven by their confrontation with Iran, risk pulling the
Gulf deeper into a direct clash with Tehran without fully accounting
for our long-term security and development priorities. External ac-
tors know that their war with Iran will, one way or another, eventually
end. They also know that a prolonged Gulf-Iran confrontation would
drain our resources, destabilize our societies, and open the door to
deeper foreign intervention under the pretext of “assistance.”

We have seen this movie before. During the Iran-Iraq war, “disaster capitalism”
thrived on chaos, arms sales and reconstruction contracts, while regional states
paid the human and economic cost. The most dangerous outcome of escalation
today is not necessarily regime change in Tehran, but the possible disintegra-
tion of the Iranian state into prolonged anarchy. That would unleash refugee
flows, militia spillover and sustained disruption in energy markets, directly
threatening Saudi stability, Vision 2030, and the security of the entire Gulf.

Iran’s Asymmetric Trap for America

Qamar Bashir

Iran’s strategy appears to
be based on a simple but
powerful calculation: if the
country cannot defeat the
United States and Israel
in conventional warfare, it
can still make the war so
economically costly that
continuing it becomes
politically unsustainable.
By targeting energy
infrastructure and maritime
traffic, Iran is effectively
expanding the battlefield
from the Middle East to
the global economy. The
financial consequences are
already significant. Since the
escalation began, global stock
markets have experienced
sharp volatility. Analysts
estimate that more than one
trillion dollars in market value
has been wiped out across...

HE war involving Iran, Israel, and the Unit-
|| ed States has evolved into one of the most
consequential geopolitical confrontations of
the modern era. What began as a calculated military
campaign by Israel and the United States against Ira-
nian targets has expanded into a conflict whose con-
sequences are spreading far beyond the battlefield.
Energy infrastructure, routes, financial markets, and
global political alliances are all now entangled in the
crisis. Far from slowing down, Iran has steadily wid-
ened the warfront. Instead of responding only with
direct military retaliation against Israel or U.S. bas-
es, Tehran has pursued a broader strategy aimed at
increasing the global cost of the conflict. In recent
weeks, multiple energy facilities and shipping routes
across the Gulf region have been struck, signaling
Iran’s determination to ensure that the war’s econom-
ic burden is shared by the entire international system.
Several major oil and energy installations across the
Gulf have been affected. Tankers traveling near the
Strait of Hormuz and surrounding Gulf waters have
been hit or damaged, sending shockwaves through
global energy markets. Energy depots and refinery in-
frastructure in regional states have also been target-
ed, including facilities near Oman’s coastal industrial
zones and oil storage depots linked to export termi-
nals in the wider Gulf region. Reports from maritime
security monitoring agencies suggest that several
commercial tankers have been damaged or set ablaze
since the escalation began, forcing shipping com-
panies to reconsider routes and increase insurance
premiums dramatically. The strategic significance
of these attacks is enormous. The Strait of Hormuz
remains the world’s most critical energy chokepoint.
Approximately 20 percent of global oil consumption—
around 20 million barrels per day—passes through
this narrow waterway. Even limited disruptions can
send energy markets into turmoil. Already, insurance
premiums for tankers operating in Gulf waters have
surged, and several major shipping companies have
begun rerouting vessels to avoid high-risk areas.
Iran’s strategy appears to be based on a simple but
powerful calculation: if the country cannot defeat the
United States and Israel in conventional warfare, it can
still make the war so economically costly that contin-
uing it becomes politically unsustainable. By target-
ing energy infrastructure and maritime traffic, Iran is
effectively expanding the battlefield from the Middle
East to the global economy. The financial consequenc-
es are already significant. Since the escalation began,
global stock markets have experienced sharp volatility.
Analysts estimate that more than one trillion dollars in
market value has been wiped out across major global
exchanges, reflecting investor fears of a prolonged con-

flict that could destabilize energy supplies and disrupt
trade routes. Rising oil prices have already begun feed-
ing inflation pressures across many economies.

The economic impact extends far beyond financial
markets. Higher oil prices translate directly into in-
creased transportation costs, higher food prices, and
inflation across developing economies. Countries
such as Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Indonesia—whose
economies depend heavily on imported fuel—are par-
ticularly vulnerable. Even European economies, still
recovering from earlier energy shocks, face renewed
financial strain if energy markets remain unstable.
What makes this conflict particularly striking is the
contrast in military resources between the opposing
sides. The United States alone spends more on de-
fense than any country in history. Its annual military
budget now exceeds $850 billion, larger than the com-
bined defense spending of the next several countries.
When the military budgets of NATO allies and Israel
are included, the Western alliance commands a de-
fense expenditure approaching $1 trillion annually.
Israel itself spends roughly $24-25 billion each year
on defense, maintaining one of the most technolog-
ically advanced militaries in the Middle East. Its ar-
senal includes advanced fighter jets, missile defense
systems such as Iron Dome and Arrow, and a sophisti-
cated intelligence network. In comparison, Iran’s mil-
itary budget is dramatically smaller. Estimates place
Iran’s annual defense spending between $20 billion
and $30 billion, a fraction of what the United States
spends alone. Yet despite this enormous disparity,
Iran has managed to create a formidable deterrence
capability by focusing on asymmetric warfare.

Over the past four decades, Iran has invested heavily in
missile technology, drone development, cyber warfare,
naval mines, and fast attack boats designed specifically
for Gulf waters. Rather than attempting to build aircraft
carriers or large conventional fleets, Iran developed
tools that exploit geography and economic vulnerabil-
ities. This approach has proven particularly effective
in the narrow waterways of the Gulf. Iran’s arsenal in-
cludes thousands of ballistic and cruise missiles, as well
as large numbers of armed drones capable of striking
targets across the region. Combined with naval tactics
involving swarms of fast boats and remotely controlled
vessels, these capabilities make it extremely difficult to
secure commercial shipping routes during wartime.
Military experts have long warned that escorting
every tanker through the Strait of Hormuz would be
an almost impossible task. Thousands of vessels pass
through the corridor annually. Protecting them from
drones, missiles, and naval mines across hundreds of
miles of sea lanes would require enormous naval re-
sources even for the United States Navy.

Another striking development in the conflict has been
the political messaging emerging from Washington. Dur-
ing a speech delivered at a midterm election rally, the
President of the United States declared that the United
States had already won the war. According to the speech,
Iranian military assets—including radar systems, aircraft,
ships, and missile infrastructure—had been destroyed,
and the conflict had effectively been decided. However,
events on the ground appear to contradict that narrative.
Iranian missile and drone strikes continue across the re-
gion, and attacks on energy infrastructure and shipping
routes have not subsided. Instead of ending, the con-
flict appears to be expanding. For many observers,
the declaration of victory may represent an attempt
to create a political exit from a war whose strategic
objectives have become increasingly unclear. Wars of-
ten begin with precise goals, but as they evolve, con-
trolling the escalation becomes more difficult.
In this case, the timeline of the war may no longer be
determined solely by Washington or Tel Aviv. Iran’s
strategy appears aimed at prolonging the conflict until
economic pressure and political realities force its adver-
saries to reconsider their position. At the diplomatic lev-
el, Iranian leaders have outlined several conditions they
consider necessary for peace. These include recognition
of Iran’s right to pursue peaceful nuclear research, the
withdrawal of certain foreign military forces from the
region, and compensation for damages caused during
the conflict. Whether these demands will form the basis
of negotiations remains uncertain. The broader lesson
emerging from this confrontation is profound. Military
superiority alone does not guarantee strategic control.
Economic leverage, asymmetric warfare, geographic
advantages, and political endurance can fundamentally
reshape the dynamics of modern conflict.
The war that began with the expectation of over-
whelming military dominance is now evolving into a
contest of endurance and economic pressure. Global
markets, energy supplies, and political alliances are
all being tested. If the current trajectory continues,
the decisive question may no longer be whether the
United States can win the war militarily, but wheth-
er it can find a way to end it without triggering even
greater global instability. And in a remarkable rever-
sal of expectations, the timing and terms of peace
may ultimately be shaped not by the world’s most
powerful military alliance—but by the resilience and
strategic calculations of the nation it set out to defeat.
- Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan

Between illusions of the ‘old’ and the ‘new’ Middle East

Dr. Abdellatif EI-Menawy

This assumption shaped
Donald Trump’s decision
to resort to force rather
than diplomacy. The wager
was clear: Israeli-American
strikes against Iran’s
leadership and military
infrastructure would either
trigger an uprising or at least
leave Iran weakened and
preoccupied with its internal
crises, to the point where it
could no longer threaten the
region. This conflict may not
produce a new regional order
as much as it may prolong
the life of the region’s crises.
But weakening Iran does not
necessarily stabilize region

US-Israeli war with Iran may have pushed the Middle

East into its most dangerous phase since the 2003
invasion of Iraq. More than another regional clash, it has
exposed the limits of American power, the reach of Israeli
deterrence, Iran’s position in the regional balance, and
the resilience of the Gulf security structure.
At the same time, the war has demonstrated that talk of
a “new Middle East” does not necessarily mean a more
stable one. It may instead signal a region that is more ex-
posed, more fragmented and more volatile. This conflict
may not produce a new regional order as much as it may
generate broader instability and prolong the life of the re-
gion’s crises rather than resolve them.
The core problem with the American vision accompanying
this war lies in an assumption that has been repeated since
the Iraq war: that toppling, or severely weakening, the
center of hostile power will automatically pave the way for
a regional order more compatible with American interests.
This assumption shaped Donald Trump’s decision to resort
to force rather than diplomacy. The wager was clear: Is-
raeli-American strikes against Iran’s leadership and mili-
tary infrastructure would either trigger an uprising or at
least leave Iran weakened and preoccupied with its internal
crises, to the point where it could no longer threaten the
region. This conflict may not produce a new regional order
as much as it may prolong the life of the region’s crises
But weakening Iran does not necessarily stabilize the re-
gion. Iran is not merely a regime to be removed and re-
placed. It is a state with strong institutions, a complex
social fabric and influence across several Arab arenas. Its
collapse could open the door to even larger problems.
In practice, the war quickly moved beyond the framework
of limited strikes and evolved into a multifront regional
conflict. Iranian attacks have expanded to include Israel,
American bases and targets across the Gulf. The conse-
quences were immediately reflected in global energy mar-
kets, maritime routes and international trade.
Major pipelines, terminals and refineries were suddenly
placed at risk, with disruptions or partial shutdowns re-
ported at vital sites in Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Iraq

E T is hardly an exaggeration to say that the latest

and Bahrain. Meanwhile, the Strait of Hormuz, through
which roughly one-fifth of global oil trade passes, has come
under enormous pressure. The larger point is that the Mid-
dle East is shaped not only by military balances but by the
vulnerability of the global economy to Gulf instability. Any
major disruption there quickly reaches prices, shipping,
insurance and financial markets.

In the Gulf, the war has exposed the fragility of a se-
curity model built for decades on American protection.
US bases are no longer seen only as shields but also as
magnets for danger. That doubt, which has been deep-
ened by the war, had roots in earlier shocks, including
the 2019 attack on Saudi Aramco, when the heart of
Saudi energy infrastructure was struck without a di-
rect American military response. The central question
is no longer simply whether Washington can protect
the Gulf, but whether reliance on Washington now also
increases Gulf exposure. This shift was visible even
before the current war, including in the Saudi-Iran de-
tente brokered by China in March 2023.

Yet this war has not merely halted this quiet diplomatic
track, it has exposed its limits. No matter how significant
diplomatic de-escalation may be, it cannot erase the reali-
ties of military geography. As long as American bases re-
main in the Gulf and Iran continues to perceive its security
as existentially threatened, Gulf states will remain within
the line of fire, whether they wish to be or not.

Therefore, the most realistic expectation is not a Gulf rup-
ture with Washington but rather a redefinition of the rela-
tionship — less automatic reliance, more realistic expecta-
tions, greater efforts to build strategic room for maneuver
with powers such as China and Russia, and perhaps strong-
er investments in local defense capabilities.

Meanwhile, despite the heavy blows it has suffered, Iran
does not appear likely to disappear from the region’s
emerging strategic landscape. It may emerge militarily
weaker, internally strained and less capable of projecting
influence abroad in the same way as before. But that does
not mean it will vanish from the equation.

On the contrary, Iran may seek to compensate for its
losses through its traditional strategy: asymmetric war-

fare, expanding the costs of conflict for its adversaries,
and using geography, energy, economics and maritime
chokepoints as alternative tools of deterrence. Iran’s
strategy is not based solely on direct military confron-
tation but also on exposing the fragility of the Ameri-
can-led regional security system and turning the US mil-
itary presence in the region into a burden for its allies.
No matter how significant diplomatic de-escalation may be,
it cannot erase the realities of military geography
This inevitably raises questions about Israel’s position
in the new regional landscape. Israel will clearly emerge
from the war having reaffirmed its intelligence and air
superiority and its ability to strike deep inside Iran. Yet
such superiority does not automatically translate into a
stable regional order under Israeli leadership.
A weaker Iran could, paradoxically, heighten Arab anxiety
about an Israel that appears more unconstrained. The re-
gional map is therefore not simply weak Iran versus strong
Israel, but a triangle of an injured yet enduring Iran, a
stronger yet unsettling Israel and a wealthy but less con-
fident Gulf. Between these three poles, other regional ac-
tors will maneuver according to their interests. Turkiye will
seek openings, Egypt will try to prevent regional chaos and
protect trade and energy routes, and Iraq, Syria, Lebanon
and Yemen will remain arenas where the conflict rever-
berates. Beyond the region, war in Iran absorbs American
attention and resources, creates space for Russia and Chi-
na elsewhere, and risks weakening Ukraine by diverting
US focus and support. In that sense, it may further erode
America’s ability to manage multiple major crises at once.
For all these reasons, talk of a new Middle East requires
caution. What is emerging is not a stable new order but a
more fluid region in which American deterrence looks less
absolute, Gulf confidence in outside protection is weaker
and military pressure on Iran has not produced a safer bal-
ance. The war has not created a new Middle East. But it
has shattered many assumptions behind the old one.
- Dr. Abdellatif EI-Menawy has covered conflicts
worldwide. He is the author of “The Copts:
An Investigation into the Rift between Muslims
and Copts in Egypt.” X: @ALMenawy
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From Pace 01
particularly from allies like
Pakistan, which has been
praised in prior statements
for its principled stance
during recent conflicts.

Deadly
blast rocks
Tehran

From Pack 01
“These attacks are out of
fear, out of desperation,”
said Ali Larijani, secretary
of the Supreme National Se-
curity Council, who attend-
ed the rally to mark Quds
Day. “One who is strong
wouldn’t bomb demonstra-
tions at all. It’s clear that
it (the enemy) has failed,”
said Larijani in a speech
broadcast on state TV. Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian
and Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi also attended
the rally, while images on
Iranian media showed the
head of the judiciary being
interviewed just as a blast
occurred. Foreign ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei
vowed Iran’s military would
teach the US and Israel
“an unforgettable lesson”.

Civilian
areas hit in
Bryansk...

From Pack 01
through specialists handling
the missiles’ operation, tar-
geting, and intelligence sup-
port. The Russian Foreign
Ministry issued a detailed
statement highlighting that
such high-tech weapons
require foreign expertise,
holding Britain and other
NATO backers fully respon-
sible for the civilian deaths
and injuries. The statement
further accused London of
entangling itself in esca-
lation by positioning as a
leading European hawk and
Russia’s adversary, violat-
ing international norms in
pursuit of geopolitical aims.

Trump
says Putin
helping...

From Pack 01
against the Islamic Repub-
lic, according to interviews
with a Trump adviser and
others close to the deliber-
ations. Their observations
to Reuters offer a previ-
ously unreported glimpse
inside White House deci-
sion-making as it adjusts its
approach to the biggest US
military operation since the
2003 Iraq war. The behind-
the-scenes maneuvering un-
derscores the high stakes
Trump, who returned to
office last year promising
to avoid “stupid” military
interventions, faces nearly
two weeks after plunging
the nation into a war that
has rattled global finan-
cial markets and disrupted
the international oil trade.

Turkey
reports third
Iranian...

From Pack 01
and March 9 (second,
which entered airspace be-
fore being downed). Ankara
has demanded clarification
from Tehran on these “pro-
vocative” incidents, amid
fears of escalation drawing
NATO further into the con-
flict. Earlier interceptions
involved systems like the
US Navy’s SM-3 missiles
from Arleigh Burke-class
destroyers. Trump claims
Iran is “about to surren-
der” in G7 call. According
to Axios (citing officials
from three G7 countries
briefed on a virtual G7
leaders’ meeting Wednes-
day), US President Donald
Trump told allies that Iran
is “about to surrender.” He
reportedly boasted about
the war’s progress under
“Operation Epic Fury,”
claiming massive damage
to Iranian targets and sug-
gesting few officials remain
in Tehran with authority to
decide on continuing the
fight. Trump has made sim-
ilar optimistic statements
in recent interviews, say-
ing the war could end “any
time I want it to end” due
to “practically nothing
left” to target, while in-
sisting on unconditional
surrender.US CENTCOM
reports deaths in refue-
ling aircraft crash in Iraq.

LLCEN Watkins goal earns Villa win at

Lille, Bologna and Roma draw

Watkins Gives Aston Villa 1-0 Win Over Lille; Bologna And Roma
Draw 1-1, Porto Beat Stuttgart 2-1 While 10-Man Panathinaikos
Edge Real Betis With Late Penalty in Europa League Action
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VILLENEUVE D’ASCQ, FRANCE Aston Villa came
away from Lille with a 1-0 win thanks to Ollie Watkins’
goal in the first leg of their Europa League last-16 tie
on Thursday, while Bologna and AS Roma played out a
1-1 draw in the all-Italian clash. Porto won 2-1 at VfB
Stuttgart and Panathinaikos beat Real Betis thanks to a
late penalty after playing the final half hour with 10 men.
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Watkms netted his first European goal of the season and
Villa take a slender lead back home for next Thursday’s
second leg. The only shot on target in a cagey opening half
came late on with Romain Perraud’s effort from distance
which Villa keeper Emiliano Martinez failed to hold, but
defender Pau Torres was there to clear before Lille could
take advantage. Moments earlier Villa had another escape

when Lille striker Olivier Giroud was unable to direct his
glancing header goalwards from close range.

Villa took the lead six minutes into the second half when
Ezri Konsa sent a long ball forward which Emiliano Buen-
dia headed on for Watkins to send a looping header over the
keeper. Amadou Onana hit a curling shot from outside the
area which clipped the top of the upright as Villa pushed
for a second, with Martinez making a save at the other end
from Matias Fernandez-Pardo.

In Italy, Bologna went in front five minutes after the break
when Jonathan Rowe made a mazy run into the box before
laying the ball off to Federico Bernardeschi who whipped a
first-time shot in off the far post.

Donyell Malen hit the post for Roma minutes later, and
it was his poked pass which set up Lorenzo Pellegrini for
the 71st-minute equalizer, with the substitute firing into an
empty net. Malen had a deflected shot come off the post
and Roma’s Martin Vitik saw a header from a free kick hit
the crossbar as neither side could find a winner.

Porto took the lead through Terem Moffi in the 21st min-
ute, Moffi playing a neat one-two with Borja Sainz before
rifling his shot into the corner of the net. Six minutes later
18-year-old Rodrigo Mora doubled the lead, leaping to vol-
ley home Zaidu Sanusi’s cross from the left.

Stuttgart pulled one back five minutes from the break,
Deniz Undav capitalizing on a deflected pass with a
half-volleyed shot on the turn. Angelo Stiller thought he
had levelled for the hosts with 20 minutes left but the
goal was disallowed for offside. Panathinaikos went down
to 10 men with Anass Zaroury picking up a second yellow
card and their keeper Alban Lafont kept Betis at bay with
a number of fine saves before the hosts netted the winner
with two minutes left. Diego Llorente was sent off after
earning a second booking for a foul on Karol Swiderski and
Vicente Taborda made no mistake from the penalty spot.

NEOM concede at the death
for the second week in a row

RIYADH: The Saudi Pro
League returned for
Matchday 26, with the ta-
ble beginning to take its
final shape as the season
enters its final quarter.
The title contenders kick
off on Friday and Saturday,
but Thursday’s action fo-
cused on a clash between
upper mid-table sides
NEOM and Al-Taawoun,
alongside three relega-
tion-battlers — Al-Najma,
Damac and Al-Kholood
— attempting to improve
their standings.

In Tabuk, NEOM played out
a 2-2 draw with Al-Taawoun,
this season’s surprise pack-
age under the returning
Pericles Chamusca. After
a brilliant start to the cam-
paign that saw them spend
much of the season in the
top four, a poor run of just
one win in their last eight
games has followed.

er was vital in their bid to
maintain a spot in the top
five. With Al-Ittihad lurking
just three points behind
and yet to play this week-
end, every point matters
for the Wolves of Qassim.
Regardless, it has become
a painful second half of
the season for Chamusca’s
side, as they now sit 12
points behind the top four.
After a heroic perfor-
mance from Luis Maximi-
ano against Al-Nassr last
weekend, NEOM were
unfortunate to leave Ri-
yadh empty-handed after
conceding at the death.
There were still plenty
of positives from the de-
feat, as Christophe Galti-
er’s squad appear to have
finally hit second gear
this season. Calm and
collected against Al-Nas-
sr, they repeated the
same approach against

Al-Taawoun’s late equalis- Al-Taawoun. Knowing

their opponents thrive on
space in the transition,
NEOM prevented them
from accessing wingers
Marin Petkov and Biel,
leaving star striker Rog-
er Martinez isolated for
most of the match.
Amadou Koné and Abdou-
laye Doucouré did their
part to disrupt the centre
of Al-Taawoun’s block, with
the former driving forward
and the latter drifting in
between the lines to cre-
ate the opener. In the
23rd minute, Al-Taawoun'’s
defence were pulled apart
as Luciano Rodriguez met
Doucouré’s precise through
ball to slot home.

NEOM maintained their
composure throughout the
match, but it took a won-
der strike from Martinez
to bring the visitors level
in the 70th minute, the Co-
lombian producing a superb
strike from distance.

It only took six minutes for
NEOM to respond. Said
Benrahma broke down the
AlTaawoun defence once
again, releasing Alexandre
Lacazette for a powerful
finish to restore the hosts’
lead. Despite the strong
performance from NEOM,
they ultimately fell victim to
another late setback. Substi-
tute Mohammed Al-Kuway-
kibi surged down the flank
in stoppage time before
cutting inside and curling
a precise finesse shot be-
yond Maximiano to salvage
a point. Elsewhere, Damac
continued their resurgence
under Fabio Carrille with
a 3-1 victory over Al-Naj-
ma, who remain rooted to
the bottom of the table.
The win moves Damac six
points clear of Al-Riyadh in
the relegation zone, while
Al-Najma sit 14 points from
safety with eight matches

Alexander Zverev
becomes fifth player
to reach All Masters

1000 semi finals

CALIFORNIA: Alexander Zverev described it as a ‘very
special’ moment after becoming only the fifth player in his-
tory to reach the semi-finals of all nine ATP Masters 1000
tournaments, following his impressive run at Indian Wells.
The German fourth seed cruised past Frenchman Arthur
Fils with a convincing 6-2, 6-3 victory to secure his place in
the last four of the California-based event for the first time.
By completing the set of Masters 1000 semi-final appearanc-
es, Zverev joins an exclusive group alongside tennis legends
Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal, Novak Djokovic, and Andy
Murray. “It’s very special to be one of five players in history
to ever do it,” Zverev said. “For sure, yeah, it’s something
that I'm very proud of.” Zverev has previously claimed titles
at five of the nine Masters 1000 events, but a Grand Slam vic-
tory has so far eluded him despite three final appearances.

In the semi-finals, Zverev faces world number two Jannik
Sinner, a formidable challenge given the Italian’s cur-
rent form. Sinner, the reigning Wimbledon champion,
advanced with ease after a swift 66-minute 6-1, 6-2 tri-
umph over American Learner Tien. Sinner, who has yet
to lift the Indian Wells trophy, is seeking his first title of
2026 after a semi-final exit at the Australian Open and
a quarter-final defeat in last month’s Qatar Open. Mean-
while, Zverev will hope to overturn a five-match losing
streak against Sinner and take a significant step towards

remaining. — Agencies

PTF selects U-12
teams for ITF Asia
regional event

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tennis Federation (PTF) has select-
ed the national boys and girls teams to participate in the
ITF Asia 12 & Under Team Competition — South Asia Re-
gional Qualifying Event, scheduled to be held in Kathman-
du, Nepal, from April 11 to 18, 2026. According to a press
release issued by the PTF on Friday, the trials for the selec-
tion of the national teams were conducted from March 9 to
11 at the PTF Tennis Complex, Islamabad. A total of eight
boys and five girls were invited to participate in the trials
on the basis of their national rankings and recent perfor-
mances. Following the trials, the federation announced the
final squads. The boys team comprises Muhammad Aayan,
Muhammad Faizan and Mustafa Uzair Rana, while M. Ibra-
heem Hussain Gill has been named as reserve player. The
girls team includes Shahnoor Umer, Shahreen Umer and
Wajeeha Fatima, with Dua Yousaf Qureshi selected as re-
serve. President PTF and Secretary General PTF congratu-
lated the selected players and expressed confidence in their
abilities, wishing them the best of luck for the upcoming com-
petition and success in their future tennis careers. - APP

Multan ready
to host PSL
Season-XI
matches
from April 1

MULTAN: The historic city
of saints was gearing up to
host matches of the Paki-
stan Super League (PSL)
Season-XI, with the Multan
Cricket Stadium set to stage
four matches starting from
April 1. Preparations for the
mega cricket event were re-
viewed at a joint meeting of
the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) and district adminis-
tration chaired by Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Mu-
hammad Nauman Siddique.
During the meeting, officials
were given a detailed brief-
ing on arrangements relat-
ed to team security. — APP

claiming the prestigious California title. - Agencies

Chairman Senate felicitates people
oi Nepal on successiul elections

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Syed
Yousaf Raza Gillani on Friday extend-
ed his warm felicitations to the people
of Nepal and the leadership of the Ra-
striya Swatantra Party (RSP) follow-
ing the party’s success in the recent
parliamentary elections.

In his message, the Chairman Senate said
the success of the RSP reflects the trust
and confidence of the people of Nepal in
democratic values and in a new generation
of leadership committed to transparency,
accountability, and public service.

He noted that Balendra Shah, as a young
leader, has inspired many citizens through
his reform-oriented approach, innova-
tive governance style, and dedication
to addressing public issues, particularly
through his role in local governance and
urban development. The Chairman of the
Senate observed that the rise of young
leadership in democratic politics is an en-

couraging sign for strengthening institu-
tions and ensuring responsive governance.
He expressed hope that under Balendra
Shah’s leadership, the RSP would con-
tribute positively to Nepal’s democratic
consolidation, socio-economic progress,
and institutional development.
Highlighting the cordial relations between
Pakistan and Nepal, the Chairman of the
Senate said both countries enjoy long-
standing friendly ties founded on mutual
respect, shared regional interests, and
cooperation in regional and multilateral
forums. He expressed confidence that
parliamentary and people-to-people con-
tacts between the two countries would
continue to expand in the years ahead.
The Chairman Senate also conveyed
his best wishes for the prosperity of
the people of Nepal and for the contin-
ued strengthening of democratic gov-
ernance in the country. - APP

The pace remained intense in the third chukker. Lao Abelenda secured
his sixth goal of the match with another 30-yard penalty conversion

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The second day of the 5th
President of Pakistan Polo Cup 2026 for
the National Open Polo Championship —
Finale witnessed a high-octane encounter,
with BN Polo defeating FG Polo by 8-6. The
tournament is sponsored by Sarsabz and
co-sponsored by Kingdom Valley.

Lao Abelenda was the standout performer
for BN Polo, showcasing exceptional skill to
score six goals. He was well-supported by
teammates Tito Ruiz Guinazu and Ibrahim
Khalil, who contributed one goal each. De-
spite a spirited effort from FG Polo, where
Mekayial Sami scored three goals, Rauli
Laplacette two, and Marcos Rivarola one,
the team fell just short of the target.

The match opened with aggressive play from
BN Polo. Lao Abelenda dominated the early
phase, successfully converting three 30-
yard penalties. FG Polo stayed in the hunt
through Rauli Laplacette, who found the

goalposts with a crisp field goal. By the end
of the first chukker, BN Polo held a 3-1 lead.
The pace remained intense in the third
chukker. Lao Abelenda secured his sixth
goal of the match with another 30-yard pen-
alty conversion. FG Polo began their come-
back attempt as Rauli Laplacette scored a
field goal and Mekayial Sami converted a
30-yard penalty to reduce the deficit to 8-5.
In the fourth chukker, FG Polo launched
a late offensive. Mekayial Sami was the
focal point, converting two more 30-
yard penalties to bring the score closer.
However, BN Polo’s defensive struc-
ture held firm in the closing minutes,
preventing any further breakthroughs
to secure their 8-6 victory.

The prestigious event was attended by
Mian Abbas Mukhtar (Director, Fatima
Group), officials from Kingdom Valley, Club
Secretary Major (R) Adil Sultan Rao, and a
large number of polo enthusiasts and fam-
ilies. The match was officiated by umpires
Nicanor Bruz Tacchetti and Facu Retamar.

At least
seven police
personnel...

From Pace 01
which share a border with
Afghanistan, since the Tal-
iban regained control of
Afghanistan in 2021. In
response to the escalating
terror incidents, Pakistan
launched “Operation Ghaz-
ab lilHaq,” during which
at least 641 Afghan Taliban
fighters have been killed
in strikes conducted along
the border and inside the
neighbouring country.
According to Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar,
over 855 Afghan Taliban
fighters have been injured,
243 checkposts destroyed,
42 captured, and 219 tanks,
armoured vehicles, and
artillery guns eliminated.

Armed
Forces...

From Pace 01
between March 12 and
13. During the aerial op-
erations, the oil storage
site at Kandahar Airfield
and its adjacent logistics
infrastructure were also
destroyed, the sources
said. In another airstrike,
the Sherinaw terrorist
camp in Paktia province
was also targeted, security
sources added. They said
that Operation Ghazab Lil
Haq will continue until its
objectives are achieved.

PM confirms
no increase...

From Pace 01
He said that because of
timely policy-making, aus-
terity measures by the gov-
ernment and financial dis-
cipline, efforts were being
made to deal with this sit-
uation effectively. The pre-
mier further added that pro-
vincial governments were
also supporting the Centre
in its austerity measures,
which was welcome. He
said that due to the efforts
of the diplomatic and eco-
nomic teams, adequate
quantities of crude oil were
available for the country’s
needs. “The federal and
provincial governments are
working together to ensure
that no one is charged more
than the price set by the
government,” he said. He
prayed that the global sit-
uation would improve and
that the prices of petroleum
products would stabilise.

Nehql
sworn-in...

From Pace 01
Sources said a day earlier
that Tessori left for Saudi
Arabia to perform Umrah,
and plans to stay in the
country for a few days.
Before his departure, the
outgoing governor thanked
protocol staff and officials
who came to the airport
to see him off. A spokes-
person for MQM-P stat-
ed that the party was not
taken into confidence by
the federal government
regarding the decision.

Pakistan
forces...

From Pace 01
precaution, had now been
reopened. Earlier, the Pa-
kistan Airports Authority
said in a post on X — that
has since been deleted —
that flight operations at Is-
lamabad International Air-
port experienced a “brief
operational  adjustment”.
The statement had come
after multiple media outlets
reported that Islamabad
International Airport had
been closed for flights. In
a later statement, howev-
er, the authority said that
reports circulating about
the closure of Islamabad’s
airspace were “baseless”.
“Flight operations at Islam-
abad International Airport
are continuing without in-
terruption and all flights
are  operating  accord-
ing to schedule,” it said.

All six US
service...

FroMm PacGe 01

said involved another air-
craft but was not the result
of hostile or friendly fire.
The deaths add to the sev-
en US service members
who have already been
killed as part of US oper-
ations against Iran which
began on February 28.
“The circumstances of the
incident are under investi-
gation. However, the loss
of the aircraft was not due
to hostile fire or friendly
fire,” a statement from US
Central Command said.
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ISLAMABAD: The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) has
approved several new annu-
ity products to strengthen
retirement income security
and support the develop-
ment of Pakistan’s annui-
ty market. The approved
products include life-con-
tingent annuities, deferred
annuities, annuities with
guaranteed payments, and
hybrid annuity structures
combining guaranteed and
lifetime income benefits.
These products will help
retirees convert their accu-
mulated savings into a reg-
ular and predictable income
stream after retirement, re-
ducing financial uncertainty
in later years. The decision
follows consultations with
stakeholders in the insur-
ance sector and addresses
a key gap in Pakistan’s re-
tirement framework. Tradi-
tionally, retirement savings
products in the country
have focused mainly on the
accumulation of savings dur-
ing a person’s working life,
while limited options have
been available to convert
those savings into steady
post-retirement income.
This gap has increased fi-
nancial risks for retirees,
particularly in the context
of rising life expectancy
and persistent inflation.
The newly approved annui-
ty products are designed to
provide flexible retirement
income options. Life-contin-
gent annuities provide pay-
ments for the lifetime of the
annuitant, while deferred
annuities begin payments
after a specified deferment
period. Annuities with guar-
anteed payments ensure
regular income for a fixed
period, and hybrid annuity
structures combine guaran-
teed payments with lifetime
income benefits.—APP

Iran Guards
vow ‘stronger’
response than

in Jan

TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards, the ideo-
logical arm of the country’s
military, warned on Fri-
day that any new protests
against the authorities
would be met with a strong-
er response than in Janu-
ary, when several thousand
people were killed.

“The evil enemy, failing to
achieve its field battle goals,
is once again pursuing the
instillation of fear and street
riots,” the Guards said in a
statement broadcast on TV,
promising “a stronger blow
than on January 8” in the
event of new unrest.

The warning comes two
weeks into Iran’s war with
the United States and Israel
in which Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
says one of the aims is to
“create, for the Iranian peo-
ple, the conditions to bring
down” the Iranian govern-
ment.

US  President Donald
Trump has also called for
Iranians to rise up and over-
throw their government.

In December, protests
against the high cost of
living in Iran turned into
a broad protest movement
against the authorities.

It reached its peak on Jan-
uary 8 with what Iranian
authorities called “riots”
blamed on “terrorists”
working on behalf of Israel
and the United States.

The official death toll from
Iranian authorities stands
at more than 3,000, with
the government saying the
vast majority were mem-
bers of security forces or
passers-by.—APP

Israel warns
Lebanon over
Hezbollah
activity

JERUSALEM: Israeli De-
fense Minister Israel Katz
on Friday said Lebanon will
suffer increasing damage to
its infrastructure as Israel
targets Hezbollah, after the
military destroyed a bridge
over the southern Litani
river. “This is just the be-
ginning and the Lebanese
government and the State of
Lebanon will pay an increas-
ing price in damage to Leba-
nese national infrastructure
used by Hezbollah terrorists
due to terrorist activity and
launches at the State of Is-
rael,” Katz said at a meeting
with army top brass.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Secretary Ministry of Climate Change Aisha Humera Moriani with participants during Youth Climate Catalysts “Driving Climate Action Together” ceremony in the Federal Capital.

Call for institutional changes to
ensure real justice for women

In Pakistan, Senator Bushra Butt said, access to justice is anchored in constitutional guarantees of
equality before law, dignity, and due process. Institutional reforms have focused on strengthening both
the reach and responsiveness of justice systems

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan
has called for renewed efforts to
dismantle the discrimination and
legal obstacles that continue to
limit women’s and girls’ rights
worldwide “When women cannot
access justice, the objective of
gender equality and women’s em-
powerment weakens at its core,”
Senator Bushra Anjum Butt, the
Pakistani delegation leader, told
the 70th Session of the Com-
mission on the Status of Women
(CSW) being held at the UN head-
quarters in New York. Speaking
in a general debate on the theme
‘strengthening access to justice
for all women and girls’, she cited
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhu-
tto, the first Muslim woman elect-
ed prime minister, as telling the
1995 Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing that discrimi-
nation against women begins to
erode when women are empow-

ered to claim their rights. “This
Session’s theme calls upon us to
translate that moral clarity into
institutional reality — to ensure
that laws protect, systems respond,
and justice reaches every woman
and girl without discrimination or
access barriers,” Senator Bushra
Butt said. The Commission is meet-
ing in New York through 19 March
with ministers, feminists, and civil
society in attendance. In Pakistan,
Senator Bushra Butt said, access
to justice is anchored in constitu-
tional guarantees of equality be-
fore law, dignity, and due process.
Institutional reforms have focused
on strengthening both the reach
and responsiveness of justice sys-
tems. More than 480 specialized
Gender-Based Violence Courts are
operational in the country, comple-
mented by legal aid, family courts,
ombudsperson mechanisms, laws
to protect women’s rights and

integrated protection services de-
signed to deliver justice to women
and girls, she said. “Women now
constitute approximately 21% of
the judiciary and 17% of prose-
cution services, with increasing
presence in policing,” the Paki-
stani delegation leader said, add-
ing female judges serve at High
Courts and the Supreme Court —
shaping gender-sensitive jurispru-
dence at the highest levels. Yet,
Sen Bushra Butt noted that struc-
tural barriers persist across the
world for women and girls, from
discriminatory norms to econom-
ic constraints. “Addressing these
requires integrated action: repeal-
ing discriminatory laws; invest-
ing in gendersensitive judicial
infrastructure; expanding digital
and legal aid services; and em-
bedding legal literacy to empow-
er women to claim their rights.”
Describing access to justice as a

bridge between rights promised
and rights realized, she said, “If
laws exist but cannot be accessed,
justice is theoretical. If institutions
exist but do not include women,
justice is partial. If barriers remain
unaddressed, equality remains as-
pirational.” Senator Bushra Butt
called for moving from symbolic
commitment to structural transfor-
mation. “For when women trust the
law, democracy deepens; when in-
stitutions serve women equally, so-
cieties become inclusive; and when
justice is accessible to every wom-
an and girl, equality ceases to be
an ideal — and becomes reality.” In
her opening remarks, Sima Bahous,
Executive Director of UN-Women,
said that ending violence against
women and girls is “its own imper-
ative and an accelerator” for other
development goals. Noting that this
is an evolving challenge, she point-
ed to the impact of conflicts and

fastmoving technology. Further,
women’s organizations are seeing
their resources decline as rates of
violence rise. “The gains of the past
turn out to be more fragile than we
had hoped,” she said. Against this
background, Ms. Bahous thanked
the many Member States who
have partnered with the UN to
improve global standards on pre-
venting violence against women
and girls. “Your engagement of
men and boys, your guarantee
of survivor-centered justice and
services for survivors, and your
embrace of strong and auton-
omous women’s rights move-
ments” have led to transform-
ative success, she said. Among
other examples, Ms.Bahous
highlighted the Spotlight Initi-
ative which helped launch 540
legal and policy reforms, with
campaigns reaching 385 mil-
lion people.—Agencies

New feeder shipping

service from Karachi
to UAE: Junaid

ISLAMABAD, Mar 13 (APP):Federal Minister for Maritime
Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry announced on
Friday the launch of a new feeder shipping service from
Karachi Port to the United Arab Emirates, marking a key
step toward transhipment capabilities. In a statement, Ju-
naid Anwar Chaudhry said that Karachi Gateway Terminal
(Private) Limited (KGTL), which is KPT’s major business
partner, will be supported by a dedicated feeder service
linking Karachi with the UAE ports of Fujairah and Khor
Fakkan, strengthening maritime connectivity for Pakistan’s
trading community amid evolving regional shipping dynam-
ics. Junaid Chaudhry said the new service establishes a
regular shipping link between Karachi and two of the re-
gion’s key transhipment hubs, enabling Pakistani import-
ers and exporters to maintain reliable access to global con-
tainer shipping networks. “The service will call at KGTL,
part of AD Ports Group’s international operating arm, Noa-
tum Ports. The first vessel of the service arrived at KGTL
on the evening of 11 March, officially marking the start of
regular operations,” the minister added. Junaid Chaudhry
noted the new feeder link supports supply chain continuity
through KGTL and helps ensure Pakistan’s trade maintains
dependable access to international markets. Cargo routed
through Fujairah and Khor Fakkan will benefit from seam-
less connectivity to regional and international shipping
networks, supported by the UAE’s advanced logistics infra-
structure. Containers can be efficiently transferred via in-
tegrated road and rail corridors to major commercial hubs
and logistics centres across the UAE.—DNA

Induction stoves fly off
shelves in India due to
gas shortage fear

CHENNAI: Indian households are rushing to buy electric induction stoves, draining stocks online and in stores, amid fears of a
potential cooking gas shortage tied to the Middle East conflict. India, the world’s second-largest importer of liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG), has invoked emergency powers to boost supplies for households even as availability tightens for commercial users
including canteens, hostels and restaurants. Meanwhile, consumers are buying electric cooking appliances as a precaution, with
some households worried about refill delays and higher prices. Checks by Reuters on Thursday showed several induction stove
models were unavailable on Amazon, Walmart-backed Flipkart, Eternal’s Blinkit and Zepto, while some offline chains said fresh
supplies were still days away. Induction stove sales on Amazon India have jumped more than 30-fold, while rice cookers and
electric pressure cookers are up fourfold, a company spokesperson said. Kitchen appliances maker TTK Prestige said demand
for induction stoves had surged far beyond supply. “There is a threefold surge (in demand),” CEO Venkatesh Vijayaraghavan
told Reuters. The company has raised its production capacity to 100 percent from about 70 percent before the start of the war,
and increased staffing by roughly 15 percent. It also plans to raise prices of induction stoves in the June quarter to offset any
higher costs. Induction stoves accounted for about a tenth of TTK’s 25.30 billion rupees ($274.52 million) standalone revenue in
2024-25. Online shopping platforms also showed models from Butterfly , Havells India and Bajaj Electricals marked as “current-
ly unavailable.” Google Trends showed search interest for induction stoves hit a record high on March 12, while some restaurant
chains, including Wow Momo and California Burrito, said they were exploring induction stoves as a contingency plan. Anand
Rathi analyst Manish Valecha said large kitchen appliance makers with domestic assembly and strong distribution, including
TTK Prestige, Butterfly and Stove Kraft, are best placed to benefit from the surge in induction cooktop demand. But reliance
on imported components could pose supply risks if the spike persists, he added. TTK Prestige will switch from sea shipments to
airlifting components sourced from China and Southeast Asia, absorbing higher costs to ensure supplies if disruptions persist,
Vijayaraghavan said. The Middle East conflict has disrupted shipping through the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf, raising costs
and tightening oil and gas supplies from the Middle East. On Thursday, the Suezmax tanker Shenlong reached Mumbai with
Saudi crude, becoming the first crude carrier to arrive in India from the Middle East since the war between Iran and the United
States and Israel erupted in late February, LSEG data showed.—APP

Pakistanis youth take lead on climate
action as UK steps up support

DNA

Islamabad: Pakistan’s next generation of climate lead-
ers took centre stage in Islamabad as the British High
Commission and Oxford Policy Management (OPM) con-
vened the Youth Climate Catalysts, a high-energy show-
case of innovation, diplomacy, and youth-led climate
solutions.

The event brought together young innovators, experts,
and community voices, to support youth leadership for
a more climate resilient future. The event is supported
by the British High Commission under the UK-Pakistan
Green Compact and implemented by OPM.

At the Innovation Souq, young entrepreneurs unveiled
climate-tech tools. renewable energy models, circular
economy solutions, and Al powered climate applications,
offering practical ideas ready for real world adoption.
While presenting her project ezGeyser, Sana Khattak
one of the innovators and Co-Founder of ezGeyser Smart

Thermostats shared that she works to reduce natural
gas and LNG wastage from geysers, helping lower car-
bon emissions through smarter energy use. She further
shared, “We have been given a platform , an opportuni-
ty to showcase our work, people are asking questions,
showing interest in our work, youth is inspired which is
quite encouraging and it is also helping us to get more
contacts and sales, I can see the future of my business
aligned with the future of Pakistan.” Diplomacy Lab im-
mersed participants in a fast paced climate negotiation
simulation, giving them the chance to understand the
dynamics, tensions, and opportunities that shape global
climate outcomes. Anna Ballance, the British High Com-
mission Climate Expert, said: “Young Pakistanis are
driving the ideas and energy needed to tackle climate
change head on. The UK is investing in their leadership
because a resilient, greener Pakistan will be built by
this generation — through innovation, community ac-
tion, and a clear vision for a safer future.” “I am here to
learn from youth, the Ministry of Climate Change and

Environmental Coordination places young talent at the
centre for driving the climate actions together” said Ai-
sha HumeraChaudhary, Federal Secretary, Ministry of
Climate Change and Environmental Coordination. She
further expressed her feedback, “I am really glad to visit
the projects today, It is a moment of pride to see youth
taking responsibility and thinking for community orient-
ed solutions. Now its our duty to further nurture these
initiatives under supportive polices|”

In Meet the Leader, emerging climate leaders sat down
with senior experts for a candid conversation about the
future of climate policy, green jobs, and the role of youth
in driving national and global change.

Pakistan is among the most climate vulnerable coun-
tries. With more than 64% of Pakistanis under 30, the
event underscored the urgency, and opportunity of un-
leashing youth leadership at scale.

Held during Ramadan, the gathering also high-
lighted climate action as a shared moral responsi-
bility, not just a technical challenge.

RIYADH: Short-term re-
tail concepts are gathering
pace across Saudi Arabia’s
consumer market, with over
1.5 million small and medi-
um enterprises operating in
the Kingdom. It is forecast
they will increase their con-
tribution to the country’s
gross domestic product
from 20 percent to 35 per-
cent by the end of this dec-
ade. The pop-up scene and
experiential retail market,
which is present in the food
and beverages sector and
has extended to the fashion
and accessory space, has
an estimated value of $1.2
billion across the GCC, ac-
cording to Ken Research.
As this niche sector of re-
tail booms, Ken Research
points to Saudi Arabia as
one of the top three key
markets driving growth.
While pop-ups have long
been used internationally
as a social media marketing
concept, their growing pres-
ence in the Kingdom can be
traced back to a larger shift
in the retail ecosystem as a
whole. For many entrepre-
neurs, pop-ups offer a way
to leverage their brand’s
creative identity, reach
new customers, and build
a presence through the
trend without the financial
constraints of a permanent
retail store.—APP

Asian stocks
fall as Iran

war keeps oil
at $100

SINGAPORE: Asian stocks
slumped on Friday, poised
for a second straight week-
ly decline as fast-dwindling
hopes of a resolution to the
US and Israel’s war with
Iran kept oil prices aloft,
casting a shadow over glob-
al markets and spurring in-
flation fears. The US dollar
has become the safe-haven
of choice during the tumult,
putting most other curren-
cies under pressure. The
dollar was set for a second
consecutive week of gains
and is up 2 percent since
the war broke out at the
end of February. The yen
hit its weakest level since
July 2024 at 159.69 per US
dollar on Friday as Japan
warned that it was ready
to take action to protect
against yen declines. It was
last at 159.41. Analysts said
the bar for intervention is
higher this time around as
any intervention now could
prove futile in the face of
the relentless dollar buy-
ing.In Asia, MSCI’s broad-
est index of Asia-Pacific
shares slipped 1 percent,
on course for a 2.2 per-
cent decline for the week.
Japan’s Nikkei fell 1.4
percent, while tech-heavy
South Korean stocks slid
nearly 2 percent. European
futures point to a slightly
higher open but may strug-
gle to hold those gains on
weak sentiment. Oil prices
remained close to $100 per
barrel level, although they
eased a bit on Friday after
US issued a 30-day license for
countries to buy Russian oil
and petroleum products cur
rently stranded at sea—APP
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Pakistan's
domestic
power
SOUrces
cushion LNG
supply risk

NEews DEsk

KARACHI: Pakistan’s grow-
ing reliance on domestic
power, including solar and
wind energy, nuclear reac-
tors, coal and hydropower,
has reduced its vulnerability
to global LNG supply disrup-
tions, Federal Minister for
Energy Awais Leghari told
The war in the Middle East
threatens shipments from
Qatar, the world’s No 2 pro-
ducer after the US which
supplies most of Pakistan’s
imported LNG, used to fuel
power plants during peak
electricity demand.
“Pakistan has been steadily
increasing its reliance on
indigenous energy resourc-
es, and about 74% of our
electricity generation now
comes from local sources,”
noted Leghari, adding the
government aims to raise
that above 96% by 2034.
The figures have not been
previously reported.

“The peopleled solar revo-
lution, and earlier decisions
to invest in nuclear, hydro-
power and local coal have all
played a role in increasing
Pakistan’s selfreliance,” he
added. The country has long
struggled with electricity
shortages and historically
faced hours of daily load
shedding during peak sum-
mer demand. It now has
surplus generation capacity
after adding coal, LNG and
nuclear plants, while demand
growth has slowed and the
use of rooftop solar has
surged, at times exceed-
ing grid demand in some
hubs. Outages still occur
in parts of the country due
to theft, line losses and fi-
nancial constraints, rather
than a lack of power.

PNSC vessels
carrying oil
reach Karachi

DNA

KARACHI: Marking a rath-
er positive development
amid fuel shortage con-
cerns across the globe as
well as in Pakistan, two
vessels carrying 100 million
to 120 million litres of oil
reached Karachi, the Paki-
stan National Shipping Cor-
poration (PNSC) officials
said on Friday. The two
ships, they added, reached
Karachi under the protec-
tion and escort of the Paki-
stan Navy in the aftermath
of the recent attacks on ves-
sels in the region.

Expressing gratitude to the
PN for the safe transfer of
the ships, Federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs Mu-
hammad Junaid Anwar said
that they have requested

UNSC debates Iran
nuclear programme

Pakistan stresses diplomacy only way forward

DNA

UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations Se-
curity Council on Wednesday debated Iran’s
nuclear programme amid rising tensions in
the Middle East, with Pakistan telling the
15-member body that an enduring situation
lies in embracing diplomacy rather than
abandoning it “for short-sighted policies.”
“It is clear that dialogue, diplomacy and con-
structive engagement remain the only viable
way forward. And yet, diplomacy has been
forfeited in favour of military means,” Am-
bassador Asim Iftikhar Ahmad, permanent
representative of Pakistan to the United
Nations (UN), said during a discussions on
the UN ‘Committee 1737’, which oversees
international sanctions on Iran regarding
its nuclear and missile programmes.

“The developments since last June as well

as the ongoing situation that started with
the unprovoked and unwarranted attacks
on Iran have deeply impacted the context
of Iran nuclear file,” he said.

Regretting the breakdown of diplomacy
on the Iranian nuclear issue, the Pakistani
envoy said the validity of the fundamental
principles and the multilateral spirit that
led to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), commonly known as the
Iran nuclear deal, remained intact as also
the consensus adoption of resolution 2231
in 2015. (But President Donald Trump,
during his first term announced in 2018
the withdrawal of the United States (US)
from JCPOA, terming it a “horrible,”
“one-sided” deal that failed to protect US
national security interests.)

“More than ever, and even during the cur-
rent conflict and heightened tensions, it is
clear that an enduring solution lies in em-

bracing those time-tested principles rather
than abandoning them for short-sighted
policies,” Ambassador Asim Ahmad said.
The JCPOA, he said, was a “unique instru-
ment “, manifestation of an approach based
on dialogue, diplomacy and pragmatism,
highlighting that it was the outcome of
painstaking and arduous, yet constructive
negotiations that charted a roadmap to
comprehensively address the concerns of
the parties based on reciprocal actions and
thus embodying peaceful resolution of dis-
putes that is at the heart the UN Charter.
“Pakistan lent its support to the negotiated
settlement of the issue, and it remains our
core position till today”, he added.

“We have condemned all use of force,
targeting of civilian infrastructure, and
strikes on nuclear sites under IAEA
(International Atomic Energy Agency)
safeguards”, the Pakistani envoy said,

pointing out that strikes against nucle-
ar facilities carried huge environmental
and safety risks for the local population
and people all around the region. He
warned against disrupting IAEA’s cru-
cial verification mandate, saying that
the agency is responsible for verify-
ing compliance with respective nucle-
ar safeguards obligations of Member
States in an objective, impartial and
credible manner on technical grounds.
“The TAEA should be enabled to fulfill
this statutory function and its verification
activities in Iran should resume unimped-
ed,” the Pakistani envoy said. Pakistan, he
said, calls for an immediate cessation of
hostilities in the Middle East, and urged all
parties to show maximum restraint, avoid
further escalation, institute a permanent

Synagogue
set on fire
in Holland

News DESK

AMSTERDAM: Dutch po-
lice on Friday said they
were investigating a fire
that erupted in a synagogue
in Rotterdam overnight,
without resulting in any in-
juries. “The fire burned for
a short moment before go-
ing out on its own. No one
was injured,” the police said
on social media of the blaze
that erupted at 3:40 am
(0240 GMT) at a synagogue
on A.B.N. Davidplein.

An unverified video showing
an explosion near a build-
ing resembling the targeted
synagogue circulated on so-
cial media on Friday, which
police were using in their
probe. “There is no place in
Rotterdam for antisemitism,
intimidation, violence or
hatred toward religious com-
munities,” city mayor Carola
Schouten told Dutch news
agency ANP. Scouten said
the incident had caused “a

great deal of anxiety among
our Jewish fellow citizens.”

ceasefire, and resume dialogue. “All our ef-
forts aim in that direction”, he said.
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JEDDAH: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in a meeting with Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salam
Field Marshal Asim Munir was also present on the occasion. — DNA

PSX range bound as o1l surge,
IMF delay dampen sentiment

"People don't want to take exposure over the weekend," says analyst

ISLAMABAD: Stocks at the bourse re-
mained rangebound on Friday as elevated

1,640.64 points, or 1.06%).

"Qil prices, due to geopolitical tensions, are
the prevalent reasons. Higher oil prices can
cause another potential price hike in fuel
prices, which will push inflation," said Ah-
faz Mustafa, CEO of Ismail Igbal Securities.
"This, along with a 2-day break, is causing
investors to wait and watch the develop-
ments over the weekend before taking any
fresh positions. Delay in the SLA is also
causing nervousness,” he added. "People
don't want to take exposure over the week-
end," concurred AAH Soomro, an inde-
pendent investment and economic analyst.
Oil prices headed for weekly gains, even
after the United States issued a 30-day li-
cence allowing countries to buy Russian oil
and petroleum products stranded at sea in
an attempt to ease supply concerns.

Brent futures for May rose 10 cents (0.1%)

Mojtaba Khamenei, said Iran would fight
on and keep the Strait of Hormuz shut as
leverage against the United States and Is-
rael. Iran’s military command said oil could
hit $200 a barrel, as three more ships were
attacked in the blockaded Gulf. - APP

Pakistan among 60
countries facing US
forced labour probe

CENTRELINE REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The United States Trade Representative (USTR) has in-
itiated investigations into what it considers unfair trade practices in 60
economies, including Pakistan, according to a press release issued by
the USTR on March 12. According to the statement, the investigations
will focus on whether governments have failed to impose and effectively
enforce bans on the importation of goods produced with forced labour.
The economies subject to the investigations include many major US trad-
ing partners including the European Union, China, Japan, India, Mexico,
South Korea, Singapore, Switzerland, Taiwan, Pakistan, and Vietnam.
This comes as Pakistan and the US expressed a desire to enhance econom-
ic cooperation last month during a meeting in Washington between Finance
Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb and US Commerce Secretary Howard A.
Lutnick. This probe may open the door to potential penalties such as new
tariffs as President Donald Trump seeks to replace duties struck down by
the Supreme Court. Economists noted that the 29pc tariff on Pakistan last
year saw immediate hurdles as the US is, by a significant margin, Pakistan’s
biggest market, and may not be fully replaceable for Pakistani businesses
Ambassador Jamieson Greer, President Trump’s US Trade Represent-
ative, noted that “despite the international consensus against forced
labour, governments have failed to impose and effectively enforce
measures banning goods produced with forced labour from entering
their markets”. Greer correlated this directly with the health of the
American economy, stating that “American workers and firms have
been forced to compete against foreign producers who may have an
artificial cost advantage gained from the scourge of forced labour”.
He also highlighted that the goal of the investigation is to see whether
“foreign governments have taken sufficient steps to prohibit the importa-
tion of goods produced with forced labour and how the failure to eradicate
these abhorrent practices impacts US workers and businesses®.

Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 is intended to address unfair foreign
practices that affect US commerce and allows the US Trade Representa-
tive, under Section 302(b), to self-initiate investigations into foreign gov-
ernment actions deemed unjustifiable, unreasonable, or discriminatory.
The investigations were launched after consultations with the inter-agen-
cy Section 301 Committee and relevant advisory committees.
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Pakistan driver killed by missile
debris in UAE: shattering hopes

DNA

ISLAMABAD: For days, Nazar Ali told his daughter-in-law a
gentle lie: authorities in the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
had confiscated all mobile phones and her husband, Mu-

the family of his late younger brother. The region, located
in the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa near the Afghan
border, has witnessed a surge in militancy and counterin-
surgency operations in recent years.

The 40-year-old was one of millions of Pakistani migrant
workers in Gulf countries whose remittances are a vital
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mercial and US-linked interests across the Gulf region,
prompting air defense systems in several countries to in-
tercept projectiles in the skies above major cities.

As interceptors met incoming missiles over the Emirati
capital that night, falling debris struck Zaman, ending years
of work he hoped would secure a better future for his five
children in one of Pakistan’s most volatile regions.

“I found out the same day because nowadays it is the age of
the Internet,” Ali, Zaman'’s father, told Arab News during a
condolence gathering at his residence last week.

“I myself was in the market at that time when I received
the news [of his death], but I did not tell the family.”
Zaman had been supporting three households in his home-
town in Pakistan’s northwestern Bannu district, including

‘When I come on Eid, God willing, I will build a room for
you’,” Ali, his grieving father, said. For Zaman, working in
the UAE represented an escape from the insecurity and
economic hardship that have long plagued his hometown,
where militant attacks targeting security forces and civil-
ians have periodically disrupted daily life.

Family members said he had hoped to return home for the
upcoming Eid Al-Fitr holiday, encouraged by military oper-
ations against militant groups in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa that
had raised hopes of greater stability in the region. Adnan
Gul, Zaman's nephew, remembered his uncle as a warm
and optimistic man who often spoke about building a better
future for his family. “His wish was to have a good home, a
settled family, and a good, peaceful life,” Gul said.
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