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Trump to world

Every country

must handle
its own oil

Trump made it clear that countries dependent on
Gulf oil should either buy jet fuel and oil directly from
the United States or arrange and secure their own
shipments through the Strait of Hormuz themselves

NEews DEsk

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump has delivered
a strong message to the world, declaring that the United
States will no longer help other countries ship oil through
the Strait of Hormuz. In his latest remarks, Trump stated
that every nation must take responsibility for its own oil ship-

IRGC Vows to Target
US Companies
Across the Region

ments, saying the U.S. cannot and will not continue to assist
each and every country navigating the vital waterway.

Trump made it clear that countries dependent on Gulf oil
should either buy jet fuel and oil directly from the United
States or arrange and secure their own shipments through
the Strait of Hormuz themselves. He emphasized that Amer-
ica has already delivered a heavy blow to Iran through recent
military actions and suggested that the conflict could end
soon as Iran’s position weakens significantly.

This marks a major shift in U.S. policy. Trump expressed
frustration with allies who have been reluctant to send their
own warships to help secure the strait, noting that many ma-
jor importers like China, Europe, Japan, and South Korea
rely far more heavily on the route than the United States
does. With America now energy independent and able to sup-
ply its allies, Trump signaled that the era of the U.S. bearing
the full security burden is over. According to the President,
the U.S. has successfully damaged Iran’s capabilities in
the region, and negotiations appear to be moving forward,
with signs that the war may conclude in the near future.

Continued on Page 06

Petition
against
Atta Tarar
dismissed
NEews DEsk
LAORE: An election tri-

\ bunal on
’

Tuesday
} dismissed
an election
petition
against In-
formation
Minister Attaullah Tarar’s
victory from NA-127 in the
2024 general elections as
non-maintainable. The de-
cision was announced by
the tribunal, comprising
retired justice Rana Zahid
Mehmood, on the election
petition filed by PTI-backed
independent candidate Za-
heer Abbas Khokhar, who
had contested against Tarar.
Khokhar had lost his elec-
tion to Tarar with a margin
of 15,980 votes as the latter
bagged 98,210 votes against
82,230 of the former. PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari had also contested
the 2024 general election
from the same constitu-
ency; however, he stood
third with 15,005 votes.

KP fiscal
1ssues to
be resolved

%

Fi1az CHAUDHRY

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Reve-
nue Muhammad Aurangzeb
has assured full support to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
the resolution of all legiti-
mate issues and addressing
its financial challenges. The
assurance came during a
meeting between Aurang-
zeb and KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi at the Finance
Division in Islamabad on
Tuesday, the Finance Min-
istry said in a statement.
The meeting was held in a
cordial and constructive at-
mosphere, where the chief
minister briefed the finance
czar on various economic
and financial challenges be-
ing faced by the province.

DNA

TEHRAN: Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) has issued a fresh warning that
it will target facilities linked to American com-
panies operating in the Middle East, while a
senior Russian diplomat has confirmed that
the country’s new Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Mojtaba Khamenei, remains in Iran but is de-
liberately avoiding public appearances.

In a statement released via its official channels,
the IRGC declared that sites associated with US
companies in the region are now “legitimate tar-
gets” and urged employees and nearby residents to
evacuate immediately for their safety. The warn-
ing lists several major American firms, including
ExxonMobil, Boeing, Microsoft, Lockheed Martin,
Amazon Web Services, and others, whose facili-
ties in Gulf countries and across West Asia could
face attacks amid the ongoing regional conflict.

Continued on Page 06

£190m case

IHC adjourns hearing
of Imran, Bushra pleas

During the hearing, defence counsel Salman Safdar

appeared alongside NAB Special Prosecutor Javed

Ashraf and prosecutor Rafay Magsood. The hearing
was also attended by the PTI founder’s sisters,
Aleema Khanum, Uzma Khan and Noreen Niazi

FaisaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday adjourned the hearing of
the suspension of sentence applications filed
by Imran Khan and his spouse, Bushra Bibi,
in the £190 million case, after the defence
counsel sought time to obtain fresh instruc-
tions from his clients. A division bench head-
ed by IHC Chief Justice Sardar Muhammad
Sarfraz Dogar and including Justice Muham-
mad Asif presided over the proceedings.

During the hearing, defence counsel Salman
Safdar appeared alongside National Accounta-
bility Bureau (NAB) Special Prosecutor Javed
Ashraf and prosecutor Rafay Magsood. The
hearing was also attended by the PTI found-
er’s sisters, Aleema Khanum, Uzma Khan and
Noreen Niazi. At the outset, the NAB prose-
cutor argued that two separate applications

Continued on Page 06

IHC grants interim
bail to Dr. Fazila
in money
laundering case

APP

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday restored the interim
bail of Dr. Fazila Abbasi on surety bonds
of Rs 100,000 in a multi-billion rupee
money laundering case, preventing the
FIA ??from arresting her. The court di-
rected the petitioner to approach the tri-
al court. Justice Muhammad Azam Khan
heard Dr. Fazila Abbasi’s pre-arrest bail
application who appeared in the court
along with her lawyer Naeem Bukhari.

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Chief Guest Rana Tanvir Hussain Federal Minister for National Food Security,

High Commissioner of People’s Republic of Bangladesh Md Igbal Hussain Khan, Ambassadors

of Tiirkiye, Syria, Sardar Rashid Ilyas Khan and others cutting cake to celebrate the 55th
Anniversary of the Independence and National Day of Bangladesh. — DNA

Gas supply
halted in parts
oi Balochistan

BURreAU REPORT

QUETTA: Gas supply could
not be restored to various
parts of Quetta and other
districts of Balochistan after
unknown armed men blew
up a main gas pipeline in the
Western Bypass area of the
provincial capital.

“An 18-inch diameter main
gas pipeline was blown up
by unknown individuals,”
a spokesman for the Sui
Southern Gas Company
(SSGC) confirmed, adding
that the incident occurred in
Akhtarabad, a locality on the
outskirts of Quetta.

The pipeline caught fire, and
the blast suspended gas sup-
ply to many areas of Quetta,”
a senior police officer said.
A spokesman for SSGC said
gas supply was affected in
various areas of Quetta, in-
cluding Hazara Town, Haz-
arganji, Khaizi, and Nohsar.
“Other districts affected

Continued on Page 06

Dar, Hakan
Fidan discuss
regional

1ssues

ISLAMABAD:Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister, Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar on Tuesday
spoke with Tiirkiye’s For-
eign Minister Hakan Fidan.
During the conversation,
Hakan Fidan expressed ap-
preciation for hospitality
extended during recent visit
to Pakistan for the meeting
of the four Foreign Min-
isters in Islamabad. Both
reaffirmed the strength of
Pakistan-Tiirkiye bilateral re-
lations and agreed to remain
in close contact. - APP

Pak, France reaffirm strong
energy & mining cooperation

Ansar M Buatti / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Pe-
troleum, Mr. Ali Pervaiz Malik, held a
meeting with H.E. Mr. Nicolas Galey,
Ambassador of France to Pakistan, to
discuss the evolving regional situa-
tion, energy security, and avenues for
enhanced bilateral cooperation in the
energy and mining sectors.

During the meeting, the French Am-
bassador lauded Pakistan’s effective
handling of petroleum supply chal-
lenges in the region. He praised the
Government of Pakistan for ensuring
uninterrupted fuel availability and
maintaining stability despite volatility
in regional markets. Ambassador Ga-
ley noted that Pakistan had success-
fully managed the situation in contrast
to several other South Asian coun-

tries and congratulated the Minister,
remarking that there had not been
“even one hour of panic” in Pakistan.
Federal Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik
thanked the Ambassador for his re-
marks and highlighted that Pakistan’s
decisive, proactive, and coordinated re-
sponse enabled the country to navigate
the crisis successfully thus far. He em-
phasized that the government adopted a
strategy of prioritizing supply continuity
over price shock, ensuring availability of
petroleum products while also protect-
ing the liquidity of the supply chain.

The Minister further shared that
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif had established an effective
mechanism for swift interministe-
rial decision-making in response to
changing supply chain dynamics. He
added that the diplomatic efforts led
by the Field Marshal, Prime Min-
ister, Deputy Prime Minister, and
Pakistan’s senior leadership helped
secure petroleum supplies through al-
ternate channels at critical moments.

Continued on Page 06

Middle East crisis

Pakistan, China
call for immediate
end to Iran war

China and Pakistan call on the parties to protect the security of
ships and crew members stranded in the Strait of Hormuz, allow
the early and safe passage of civilian and commercial ships, and
restore normal passage through the Strait as soon as possible

MEenTAB PirRzaDA

ISLAMABAD: Member of the Political
Bureau of the CPC Central Committee
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the People’s Republic of China H.E.
Mr. Wang Yi and Deputy Prime Minis-
ter/Foreign Minister of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan, Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar met in Beijing on 31 March
2026 to review the situation in the Gulf
and Middle East Region.

The two sides put forward the following:

I. Immediate Cessation of Hostilities:
China and Pakistan call for immediate
cessation of hostilities and utmost efforts
to prevent the conflict from spreading.

Continued on Page 06

30 KM on Islamabad -

FMs of Muslim
nations condemn
Israel’s restrictions

FaArsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The foreign ministers
of eight Islamic nations strongly con-
demned and rejected the continued
restrictions imposed by Israel on the
freedom of worship for Muslims and
Christians in occupied Jerusalem.
The foreign ministers of Pakistan,
Egypt, Jordan, United Arab Emirates,
Indonesia, Tiirkiye, Saudi Arabia and

Continued on Page 06
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KP Assembly
session
postponed
without
stated reason

PESHAWAR:The  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
session scheduled for Tues-
day at 2:00 p.m. was abrupt-
ly postponed till Wednesday
April 01, according to a no-
tification issued by the As-
sembly Secretariat.

The notification confirmed
the delay of the session;
however, no reason was
provided for the sudden
postponement.

It is noteworthy that the
agenda for Tuesday’s sitting
had already been issued
and members were formally
informed to ensure their at-
tendance. The unexpected
delay has sparked surprise
and questions among polit-
ical circles and the public.
Officials said the resched-
uled session, to be held on
Wednesday, is expected to
take up key political and de-
velopment matters as per
the agenda.

The Assembly Secretariat
has directed members to
prepare for the next sit-
ting in accordance with the
notification and keep all
relevant documents and re-
ports ready.—APP

PESHAWAR: The annu-
al examinations for 9th
and 10th grade students
have officially commenced
across Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, including the provincial
capital, Peshawar. Accord-
ing to official sources on
Tuesday, a total of 917,532
students are appearing in
the examinations under
eight educational boards
across the province. To
facilitate the process, au-
thorities have established
3,396 examination centers.
Security and administrative
arrangements have been
put in place, with 23,708
personnel deployed to en-
sure smooth conduct of the
exams. Among the total
examination centers, 1,808
are designated for male
students, while 1,133 for
female students. To main-
tain transparency and pre-
vent cheating, CCTV cam-
eras have been installed
at examination centers.
Additionally, Section 144
has been imposed outside
exam halls to restrict unau-
thorized gatherings and en-
sure discipline Meanwhile,
under the Mardan Board,
the examinations have also
begun with hundreds of stu-
dents participating. Strict
security measures and ef-
fective management have
been implemented at ex-
amination centers. Teach-
ers have appreciated the
introduction of the cluster
system, stating that it will
help enhance transparency
and significantly reduce the
chances of cheating. They
expressed confidence that
the examinations will be
conducted in a fair and or-
ganized manner across the
province.—APP

Better
healthcare
facilities top
priority

KARACHI: Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab
Tuesday said that upgrad-
ing all hospitals under the
Karachi Metropolitan Cor-
poration (KMC) on modern
lines and providing quality
healthcare facilities to citi-
zens at their doorstep is a
top priority He expressed
these views during his visit
to Spencer Eye Hospital on
Tuesday, where he reviewed
ongoing development, re-
pair, and upgradation work
in detail and directed the
relevant authorities to fur-
ther expedite the pace of
work. He stated that under
a public-private partner-
ship, all facilities at the hos-
pital are being improved,
and Spencer Eye Hospital
will be reopened on April 6
after completion of rehabili-
tation and renovation work.
On this occasion, Municipal
Commissioner KMC Abrar
Jaffer, Senior Director Med-
ical Dr. Mahwash Muttani,
Director Media Daniyal Si-
yal, and other officials were
also present. Mayor Karachi
inspected the undercon-
struction wards, operation
theater, OPD, and other facil-
ities, stating that for the first
time in KMC'’s history, revo-
lutionary changes are being
introduced in the health
department. He empha-
sized that all resources are
being utilized transparently
to ensure the provision of
the best possible facilities
to the public. —APP

Sarmad Ali again elected
as President of APNS

Centreline magazine again elected as Member of the Executive Committee; Nazafreen Saigol Lakhani as Senior Vice
President, Shahab Zuberi as Vice President, Muhammad Athar Kazi as Secretary General, Mohsin Bilal as Joint Secre-
tary and Naveed Kashif as Finance Secretary of the Society

DNA

KARACHI: The Annual Meeting of the
APNS General Council held on March
31, 2026 at APNS House, Karachi
unanimously re-elected Senator Sar-
mad Ali as President, Nazafreen Sai-
gol Lakhani as Senior Vice President,
Shahab Zuberi as Vice President, Mu-
hammad Athar Kazi as Secretary Gen-
eral, Mohsin Bilal as Joint Secretary
and Naveed Kashif as Finance Secre-
tary of the Society.

The AGM was held under the chair-
manship of Senator Sarmad Ali, Pres-
ident of the Society. The Council
unanimously approved the report of
the Executive Committee for the year
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2025-2026 as well as the Annual Ac-
counts of the Society for the year 2025
The AGM in a resolution, expressed
its profound concern on the state of
print media due to the present geo-po-
litical and economic situation which
has caused severe financial crisis for
newspapers, many of them are at the
verge of collapse. In this situation, the
media expected support from the gov-
ernment to brave the financial crunch.
The AGM urged upon the Federal
Government to implement the deci-
sion of Mian Shahbaz Sharif approved
in his last tenure to increase the gov-
ernment advertisement rates. The
members in the AGM, requested the
Federal and provincial governments to
pay the long outstanding dues of news-
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paper industry, increase the quantum
of advertisements and allocate a sepa-
rate share of print media in the adver-
tising budget so that the newspaper
industry would be able to survive in
the present situation.

The Annual General Council of the
APNS adopted a resolution wherein
it showed its dismay over the ban on
the Federal, Provincial Govt. ads to
Dawn Media for last 17 months. The
Annual General Council noted that
the newspaper is facing existential
survival issue due to denial of Gov-
ernment ads and opined that con-
sistent denial of Govt. ads to Dawn
Media is unjust and unfair. The AGM
unanimously expressed its solidarity
with Dawn Media Group in the hour

of financial strangulation The Gener-
al Council attended by 118 members
from across the country, formed an
Election Commission headed by Mr.
Mumtaz Ahmed Phulpoto with Ali Bin
Younus and Mr. Nasir Dad Baloch as
members. The Election Commission
conducted the election of the Execu-
tive Committee for the year 2026-27.
Following dailies and magazines were
elected un-opposed of the Executive
Committee of the APNS for the next
tenure:

Daily Aghaz, Daily Business Record-
er, Daily Dawn, Daily Deyanat, Daily
Jasarat, Daily Jiddat, Karachi, Daily
Dunya, Daily Jang, Daily Khabrain,
Daily Nawa-i-Wagqt, Daily Pakistan, La-
hore, Daily Tijarat, Daily Ausaf, Daily

Sahafat, Daily Awam (Quetta), Daily
Mashriq (Quetta), Daily Mashriq (Pe-
shawar), Daily Wahdat, Daily Kaleem,
Daily Kawish, Daily Aftab (Multan),
Daily Business Report, Daily Paigham,
Daily City 42 Daily Pakistan Observer,
Daily Halchal, Daily Sayadat on daily
seats and Monthly Dastak, Monthly
Naey Ufaq, Monthly Naya Rukh, Week-
ly Tabeer, Monthly Centreline, Weekly
AZM and Fortnightly Ibrat Magazine
elected on periodical seats.

The new Executive Committee elected
Mrs. Zahida Abbasi of Daily Nau Sijj,
Karachi on woman - publishers seat.
The newly elected Executive Commit-
tee appreciated the performance of
the Election Commission for conduct-
ing the elections.

Afghan repatriation

resumes at
Torkham Border

RAWALPINDI: The “Ghazi”
police and personnel were
described as a symbol of cour-
age and resilience at a meet-
ing held at the Police Lines

Call for onvestment

package to repatriate

overseas capital

Security measures and documentation processes

at the transit camp have also been strengthened

to ensure that all procedures are conducted in an
organized and efficient manner

DNA

PESHAWAR: The repa-
triation of undocument-
ed Afghan nationals has
resumed at the Paki-
stan-Afghanistan  bor-
der crossing at Torkham
on Tuesday.

During the latest opera-
tion, a large number of
Afghan detainees were
transferred to a transit
camp as part of the on-
going process.
According to border offi-
cials, 11 undocumented
Afghan nationals, who
had been brought from
different cities across
the country, were shift-
ed to the Hamza Baba

Transit Camp. After
completing the required
legal formalities, they
were handed over to Af-
ghan border authorities
via the Torkham crossing
In addition, more than
150 Afghan prisoners
have been transferred
from various prisons to
the Hamza Baba Tran-
sit Camp, where their
documentation and legal
processing are current-
ly underway. Earlier, on
March 27, a similar oper-
ation was carried out in
which 11 Afghan nation-
als were repatriated after
fulfilling legal require-
ments, while the transfer
of detainees to the tran-
sit facility continued.

Furthermore, on March
26, around 40 Afghan na-
tionals held in different
prisons were moved to
the Hamza Baba Transit
Camp and later deported
to Afghanistan after com-
pleting the necessary
procedures.

Officials stated that the
phased repatriation of
undocumented  Afghan
nationals is ongoing un-
der a broader govern-
ment campaign. Security
measures and documen-
tation processes at the
transit camp have also
been strengthened to en-
sure that all procedures
are conducted in an or-

ganized and efficient
manner.

Headquarters in line with
the directions of Inspector
General of Police Punjab Rao
Abdul Kareem on Tuesday.
During the meeting with the
injured cops, senior officers
observed that those who had
rendered sacrifices in the
line of duty were a valuable
asset for the Rawalpindi Po-
lice. Senior officers, includ-
ing Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Operations,
Regional Officer, Punjab
Highway Patrol, Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) CIA, SP
Security, SP Headquarters
and Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) Admin, at-
tended the meeting. They
said all possible measures
were being taken to ensure
the welfare of such person-
nel, terming them a source of
pride for the force. A Rawal-
pindi Police spokesman said
the initiative formed part of
the ongoing “Ghazi Week”
being observed across the
province to acknowledge the
services.—APP

KARACHI: Representing (On behalf of) the Publisher/Owner of “Daily Islamabad Post” and ‘Weekly

Centerline” Congratulated All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS) next term elected President Mr.
Sarmad Ali, by the Karachi Bureau Chief Daily Islamabad Post Nazir Siyal here on Tuesday. (DNA)

LAHORE: The govern-
ment needs to introduce a
comprehensive and inves-
torfriendly package aimed
at repatriating overseas
investments of Pakistani
business community back
into the country. Pak Inter-
national Business Forum
(PIBF) President Dr Mush-
taq Mangat and Secretary
General Muhammad Ejaz
Tanveer said in a joint me-
dia statement issued here
Tuesday. PIBF leadership
highlighted that Pakistan
is currently at a critical
economic juncture, where
the mobilization of both
domestic and expatriate
capital can play a pivotal
role in strengthening for-

accelerating industrial
growth, and generating
much-needed employment
opportunities. Dr Mushtaq
Mangat stressed the need
for a time-bound incentive
package that facilitates the
seamless return of capi-
tal through simplified and
transparent procedures.
He underscored that such
a policy framework must
include tax incentives, legal
protection of investments,
and firm assurances against
retrospective  taxation to
restore investor confidence
and encourage long-term
commitments.

Muhammad Ejaz Tanveer
pointed out that regional
economies are actively offer-

attract foreign and diaspora
investments. He further
emphasized the importance
of establishing a onewin-
dow operation to streamline
processes and significantly
improve the ease of doing
business.

The PIBF leadership also
recommended meaningful
consultation with key stake-
holders, including chambers
of commerce and overseas
investors, to ensure the for-
mulation of a practical and
results-oriented policy. They
concluded that timely and
decisive action by the gov-
ernment could unlock sub-
stantial capital inflows and
place the national economy
on a sustainable growth tra-

eign exchange reserves, ing competitive incentives to  jectory.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

APRIL

April 04/Senegal
National Day

April 07/W. H. O.
World Health Day

April 12/Somalia
Armed Forces Day

April 15/DPR Korea
The Day of the Sun

April 16/Denmark
National Day

April 17/Iran
Army Day

April 17/Syria
Independence Day

April 18/Zimbabwe
Independence Day

April 24/Holy See
Anniversary of His Papacy
of his Pontificate

April 25/DPR Korea
Armed Forces Day

April 26/Tanzania
National Day

April 27/Sierra Leone
Independence Day

April 27/South Africa
Freedom Day
April 30/Sweden
Birthday of His Majesty

April 30/Netherlands
Birthday of Queen

Emergency

e —**:- &8
108 O
Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596

Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

&

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo....ccucuuen. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA...ooeieiirene 9281092

L.Q.';I e

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
PotoharTown.........9209224
Rawal Town............ 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Romania and Pakistan sign
MoU on port cooperation

The Memorandum reflects the shared objective of enhancing maritime connectivity
between Karachi Port and the Port of Constan a on the Black Sea, facilitating more
efficient trade flows between South Asia and Europe
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ISLAMABAD: Romania and Pakistan
marked a significant step in advancing their
economic and maritime partnership with the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on port cooperation. The agreement
was concluded between the National Compa-
ny “Maritime Ports Administration” S.A. Con-
stan a and the Karachi Port Trust during an
online ceremony. It was signed by Mr. Mihai
Teodorescu, General Manager of the Port of
Constan a Administration, and Rear Admiral
Shahid Ahmed SI(M), Sbt. (Retd), Chairman
of Karachi Port Trust.

The ceremony was attended by representa-
tives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and
Transport of both countries, alongside ambas-
sadors Dan Stoenescu and Ilyas Mehmood
Nizami. Representatives of the Pakistan Ro-
mania Business Council, including Mr. Sohail
Shamim Firpo and Mr. Atif Farooqi, also took

part.

The Memorandum reflects the shared objec-
tive of enhancing maritime connectivity be-
tween Karachi Port and the Port of Constan a
on the Black Sea, facilitating more efficient
trade flows between South Asia and Europe.
It supports Pakistan’s efforts to develop its
maritime sector and blue economy, while
reinforcing Romania’s role as a key logisti-
cal gateway to the European Union. The Port
of Constan a, one of the largest on the Black
Sea, benefits from a strategic position that
ensures direct access to Central and Western
Europe through the Danube corridor. From
Constan a, goods can be transported efficiently
via inland waterways through Hungary, Austria
and Germany, reaching major hubs such as
Rotterdam in the Netherlands. This multimod-
al route offers a costeffective and sustainable
solution for European distribution. Enhanced
connectivity between Karachi and Constan a
is expected to generate new opportunities for
bilateral trade. Romanian exports - including

Eduard Preda, Embassy of
Romania

industrial equipment, machinery, chemicals and
agricultural products - stand to gain improved
access to Pakistan and wider regional markets,
while Pakistani goods will benefit from more
efficient entry points into Europe. The agree-
ment builds on discussions initiated in 2025 in
Karachi and establishes a practical framework
for cooperation, including the creation of a
joint working group. It promotes collaboration
in training, exchange of expertise in port man-
agement and operations, and the development
of new trade opportunities. Ambassador Dan
Stoenescu highlighted Romania’s objective
to expand its exports to Pakistan, thereby
strengthening Romania’s economic presence
in Asia and contributing to more balanced trade
flows. He emphasized that enhanced maritime
connectivity represents a practical tool for
deepening regional integration, facilitating
trade and promoting shared prosperity. In a
context of increasing pressure on existing
infrastructure and the need for diversified
supply routes, the Romania-Pakistan part-
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Embassy of Pakistan

I Bucharest

nership provides a forward-looking frame-
work for sustainable economic coopera-
tion. Maritime trade plays a central role in
the European Union’s economy, with over
75% of the EU’s external trade carried by
sea, making ports and shipping essential
to growth, connectivity and supply chain
resilience. Within this context, the EU’s
Blue Economy strategy promotes sus-
tainable use of ocean resources, innova-
tion in maritime sectors and the develop-
ment of efficient, green and digital port
infrastructure. At the same time, Paki-
stan benefits from the European Union’s
GSP+ scheme, which grants preferential
access to the EU market for a wide range
of exports. Strengthened maritime links
between Romania and Pakistan can there-
fore facilitate increased trade flows un-
der this framework, supporting economic
development, diversification of exports
and deeper integration into global value
chains for both sides.

Ayaz lauds NAB’s historic
recovery of Rs. 6.213t

Tallal confirms
arrest of dacoity
murder suspects

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on
Tuesday hailed NAB’s record Rs
6.213 trillion recovery in 2025,
praising Chairman Nazir Ahmed
Butt’s leadership and the Bureau’s
reform-driven transformation
into a transparent, people- and
business-friendly institution. The
Speaker expressed these views
during a meeting with Chairman
NAB at Parliament House, where
Nazir Ahmed presented the Bu-
reau’s Annual Report 2025. Speak-
er Sardar Ayaz Sadiq commended
the leadership of Chairman NAB
Nazir Ahmed, under whose stew-
ardship the Bureau achieved a
record-breaking recovery of Rs.
6.213 trillion—the highest annual
figure since its inception in 1999.

He further appreciated NAB’s cu-
mulative recoveries of Rs. 11.524
trillion (approximately USD 41
billion) over the past three years,
noting that the 2025 recovery
alone accounts for more than half
of this amount and is thirteen
times higher than the total recov-
eries recorded over the preceding
23 years. The Speaker also ex-
pressed satisfaction over NAB’s
72 percent prosecution success
rate, terming it a significant
indicator of institutional effec-
tiveness. He further highlighted
NAB'’s success in reclaiming ap-
proximately 2.98 million acres
of encroached or misappropri-
ated state and forest land, val-
ued at Rs. 5.98 trillion. While
Praising NAB’s people-centric

approach, the Speaker noted that
the Bureau has provided relief to
115,587 affectees of fraudulent
housing and investment schemes
through the disbursement of Rs.
180 billion. He also acknowl-
edged NAB’s focus on complex
financial crimes, which led to
the attachment of assets worth
Rs. 127 billion in 39 high-pro-
file anti-money laundering cases.
During the meeting, Chairman
NAB Nazir Ahmed briefed the
Speaker on major institutional re-
forms aimed at enhancing trans-
parency, fairness, and inclusivity.
These include the establishment
of specialized Facilitation Cells for
parliamentarians, civil bureaucra-
cy, the business community, and
overseas Pakistanis.—DNA

Naqvi orders action against illegal foreigners

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on Tuesday visited the headquarters of the National Database and Reg-
istration Authority (NADRA) and presided over a high-level meeting. During the briefing, NADRA Chairman Lt. Gen.
Muhammad Munir Afzal informed the Minister about the authority’s performance, ongoing initiatives, and upcoming
projects. Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi appreciated NADRA’s performance and its effective public service delivery. He
directed NADRA to fully assist law enforcement agencies in the repatriation of illegal foreigners. He also ordered the im-
mediate identification and removal from the national database of individuals who had illegally obtained Pakistani citizen-
ship. Mohsin Naqvi noted that NADRA's services have significantly improved over the past two years and instructed the
introduction of more modern facilities for public convenience. He directed that state-of-the-art NADRA offices in major
cities should be constructed on NADRA’s own land instead of rented buildings, and called for a detailed master plan in this
regard The Interior Minister assured full coordination with relevant departments and cooperation at the ministerial level.
During the briefing, NADRA officials said that the authority has taken several measures to improve citizen services. They
stated that support from other departments is necessary for the effective implementation of facial recognition for biom-
etric verification NADRA has canceled the identity cards of hundreds of thousands of deceased individuals, the briefing
added. A 30-day timeframe has been set for resolving issues related to ID cards.—DNA
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ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner of Canada in Pakistan, Tar1k Ah Khan addressing the “Launch

of Detained Abroad: Indo-Pacific Registry on Foreign Nationals at Risk of Capital Punishment and

Torture” organized by Justice Project Pakistan (JPP), in collaboration with The Parliamentarians
Commission for Human Rights (PCHR), at local hotel, in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Interior Tallal Chaudhry said
on Tuesday that all the suspects involved in the killing of a
prominent businessman in Islamabad during a dacoity had
been arrested. Police said on Monday that a businessman
identified as Amir Awan was murdered during an alleged da-
coity at his farmhouse located in Orchard Scheme. Political
figures, VIPs and big-shots, including an adviser to the prime
minister, own property in the neighbourhood where the inci-
dent took place. In a press conference in Islamabad on Tues-
day, Chaudhry addressed the incident and said, “The suspects
belong to the Mansoor Khan gang ... They are from Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. The dangerous nature of the gang had prevented
the local police from arresting them. Afghanis, as well as other
people, are included in the gang.” He said the safe city cam-
eras and the professional attitude of the Islamabad police con-
tributed to arresting the suspects. He said that the Islamabad
inspector general, on the directions of the interior minister,
personally monitored the case. “The heartwrenching incident
shattered hearts. After the dacoits took the life of Amir Awan,
the concerns of Islamabad citizens and the business community
were valid,” he said. During the press conference, the minister
also highlighted other criminal cases that had occurred in Is-
lamabad, saying that those had also been solved within hours.
He said there was no dacoity with murder or murder case in
Islamabad that had been solved. “I can say this with full be-
lief and with figures. All cases were worked out 100 per cent,
whether they be blind murder or dacoity with murder. People
were arrested, some were killed in police encounters, some
are on-trial prisoners, while others are serving sentences,” he
asserted. Citing figures, he said that there was a 63 per cent
reduction in heinous crime in the capital city as compared to
the last year. He said that regular crimes, including car theft,
motorbike theft, robberies and other small crimes also fell by
78pc. At the outset of the presser, Chaudhry maintained that
the law and order situation in Islamabad was different from
other cities due to the presence of diplomats and Pakistan’s
institutions. He also noted that international delegations, for-
eigners, including ambassadors and businessmen, and people
from four provinces and Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu
Kashmir resided in Islamabad.—DNA

J1illegal
structures
demolished
in sector F-11

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT)
administration on Monday
conducted an anti-encroach-
ment operation in Sector
F-11’s Bheka Sayedan area
and demolished 37 illegal
structures, including rooms
and boundary walls.
According to the ICT
spokesman, the operation
was conducted against il-
legal constructions and
encroachments under the
supervision of Assistant
Commissioner Shalimar
Muhammad Ali.

Officials said the action
was part of ongoing efforts
to remove encroachments
and ensure that land use fol-
lowed approved plans.
Teams from the district ad-
ministration, along with en-
forcement staff, took part
in the operation. Machin-
ery was used to remove the
structures, while officials
monitored the activity to
avoid any disruption in the
area. The administration
stated that the operation
was carried out after iden-
tifying illegal constructions
through field inspections.
According to officials, notic-
es had been issued earlier
to the occupants, asking
them to remove the struc-
tures voluntarily. When
no compliance was made,
the administration moved
ahead with enforcement ac-
tion. The aim was to clear
encroachments and prevent
further illegal construction
in the area.

Authorities said such op-
erations would continue
in other parts of the city
where violations were re-
ported. They added that ac-
tion would be taken without
discrimination against any
structures found in viola-
tion of rules.

The district administration
has urged citizens to follow
building regulations and
avoid illegal construction.
It also advised people to
seek approval from relevant
authorities before starting
any building activity. Offi-
cials said monitoring would
continue in Sector F-11
and nearby areas to ensure
that no new encroachments
took place.—APP

SC upholds
death sentence
of man

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court of Pakistan has up-
held the death sentence of
a man convicted of murder-
ing his wife, motherin-law,
and auntinlaw, dismissing
his appeal. The case was
heard by a bench headed by
Justice Hashim Khan Kakar.
During the proceedings, the
prosecutor argued that there
was strong evidence against
the accused, Sultan Ahmed,
including testimonies from
witnesses who sold petrol
and a lighter to him and
later identified him. Accord-
ing to the prosecution, the
accused set his wife, moth-
erdinlaw, and aunt-in-law
on fire in 2022 in Rahim
Yar Khan over a personal
dispute, resulting in their
deaths. The defense coun-
sel contended that the wom-
en were accidentally burned
while cooking, but the court
rejected this argument
During the hearing, Justice
Kakar remarked that there
was no justification for kill-
ing one’s wife, noting that
divorce was always an op-
tion. He expressed concern
over the rising trend of such
incidents in society, where
individuals resort to killing
their spouses.—APP

IRSA to finalize water
distribution for Kharif

ISLAMABAD: The Advisory Committee of Indus River System Authority will
meet on April 7 to finalize water distribution for the provinces for Kharif sea-
son 2026. The meeting of Advisory Committee under IRSA Chairman will be
attended by all the IRSA’s members, representatives from WAPDA, the Federal
Flood Commission, the director general of Pakistan Meteorological Depart-
ment and the four provincial irrigation secretaries. The Water Accord 1991
empowered IRSA to determine water availability in the country and provincial
share twice a year, once for Kharif season and the other for Rabi season. Rabi
season starts from October 1 and ends on March 31, while Kharif starts from
April 1 and continue till September 30. Since Balochistan and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) were exempted from cuts in the share, the shortage of water
would be distributed between Sindh and Punjab. Meanwhile, Indus River Sys-
tem Authority (IRSA) on Tuesday released 87,800 cusecs of water from various
rim stations with inflow of 93,300 cusecs. According to the data released by
IRSA, the water level in the River Indus at Tarbela Dam stood at 1448.29 feet
which was 48.29 feet higher than the dead level of 1402.00 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam were recorded as 25,600 cusecs and 25,000 cusecs
respectively. The water level in the Jhelum River at Mangla Dam was 1136.45
feet, which was 86.45 feet higher than its dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water was recorded as 26,900 cusecs and 22,000 cusecs re-
spectively. The release of water at Kalabagh, Taunsa, Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 49,300, 32,700, 33,610, and 7,100 cusecs, respectively. Similarly,
from River Kabul, a total of 27,900 cusecs of water was released at Nowshera,
and 6,700 cusecs were released from River Chenab at Marala.—DNA
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Safe City
SUPPOrts
facilitation
centres

ISLAMABAD: Safe City Is-
lamabad has taken the lead in
providing technical support
to police facilitation centres,
enabling efficient public ser-
vice delivery with more than
18,000 registrations complet-
ed during March 2026. An
official told media on Tues-
day that over 14,000 tenancy
registrations and more than
4,000 employee registrations
were carried out during the
month with the help of Safe
City’s integrated digital sys-
tems. He said the initiative
aimed at improving docu-
mentation, enhancing securi-
ty monitoring, and ensuring
better record management
across the federal capital.
He said Safe City’s technical
assistance had significantly
streamlined the registration
process at police facilitation
centres, making it more ac-
cessible and userfriendly
for citizens. The official add-
ed that these efforts were
part of a broader strategy to
strengthen surveillance, im-
prove data integration, and
support law enforcement
agencies in maintaining law
and order. He said the system
also helped in timely verifica-
tion of tenants and employ-
ees, which played a crucial
role in crime prevention and
identification of suspicious
activities. Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) Police reit-
erated its commitment to
utilizing modern technology
to enhance public safety and
ensure efficient service deliv-
ery to citizens.—APP

Pak-Italy trade
witnesses over
19% surplus

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
goods and services trade
with Italy witnessed a sur-
plus of 19.80 percent during
the first eight months of the
fiscal year (2025-26) as com-
pared to the corresponding
months of last year. Trade
surplus during the months
under review was recorded
at $441.227 million against
$368.30 million last year,
showing  19.80  percent
growth. The overall exports
to Italy were recorded at
US $790.848 million dur-
ing July-February (2025-26)
year against exports of US
$749.444 million during
the same months last year,
showing an increase of 5.52
percent, SBP data revealed.
Meanwhile, on a year-on-year
basis, exports to Italy dur
ing February 2026 increased
by 9.51 percent from US $
84.480 million to US $ 92.518
million. Month-on-month ex
ports to Italy also rose by 8.28
percent during February 2026
as compared with exports of
US $ 85.443 million in Janu-
ary 2026, the SBP data said.
Overall Pakistan’s exports to
all countries witnessed a de-
crease of 5.44 percent in eight
months, from US $21.935
billion to US $20.741 billion,
the SBP data said. On the
other hand, imports from
Italy during the months
under review were record-
ed at US $349.621 million
against US $381.143 mil-
lion of last year, showing a
decrease of 8.27 percent in
July-February (2025-26).
Meanwhile, year-on-year
imports from Italy during
February 2026 increased
by 56.07 percent from US
$31.907 million last year
to US $49.798 million. On
a month-on-month basis,
the imports from Italy
also increased by 25.28
percent during February
2026 as compared to the
import of US $39.748 mil-
lion in January 2026, SBP
data said.—APP

Turkish varsities to strengthen
collaboration in emerging areas

The Chairman reiterated HEC’s commitment to supporting the advancement of higher education and
further strengthening the longstanding brotherly relations between Pakistan and Tiirkiye

-

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Turkish uni-
versities, led by Ambassador of Tiirkiye to
Pakistan rfan Neziro lu, visited the Higher
Education Commission (HEC) Pakistan to
discuss bilateral matters aimed at expand-
ing cooperation in higher education.

The delegation, comprising Prof. Dr.
Fatih Y Imaz from Tokat Gaziosmanpasa
University, Prof. Dr. Mehmet Keles from
Ad yaman University, Prof. Dr. Fahrettin
Goktas from F rat University, and Prof.
Dr. Mutlu Tiirkmen from Bayburt Uni-
versity alongside officials from the Turk-
ish embassy, called on Chairman HEC
Dr. Niaz Ahmad Akhtar and other HEC
officials, expressing keen interest in ex-
panding bilateral academic and research
engagements.

The two sides agreed to strengthen re-
lations in the emerging fields, such as
artificial intelligence, cybersecurity,
and digitisation, while promoting joint
research in medicine, agriculture, phys-
ics, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, so-
cial sciences, and languages including
Urdu and Turkish. They also discussed
enhancing collaboration through stu-
dent and faculty exchange programmes,
joint research and innovation develop-
ment initiatives, conferences, summer
exchange programmes, visiting scholar
programmes in specialised areas, joint
and dual degree programmes, and online
learning modules in various disciplines.
In addition, the two sides proposed es-
tablishing a pool of experts from both
countries who could collaborate on are-

as such as natural, biological, and social
sciences, strategic studies, defence-relat-
ed research, and policy papers addressing
the evolving global landscape.

The Chairman HEC and the Turkish Am-

research activities.

bassador agreed to compile a list of experts
in relevant fields who could be designated
as visiting faculty to deliver physical and
online courses and undertake collaborative

The Chairman reiterated HEC’s commit-
ment to supporting the advancement of
higher education and further strengthening
the longstanding brotherly relations be-
tween Pakistan and Tiirkiye.

RDA intensifies crackdown
on illegal housing schemes

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA) has stepped up action against illegal housing schemes af-
ter the commissioner directed strict legal measures against developers and issued a public advisory to protect investors.
According to an RDA spokesman, acting on the directives of Commissioner Rawalpindi and Director General RDA, Engr.
Aamer Khattak, the authority’s Metropolitan Planning and Traffic Engineering (MP&TE) Directorate, has intensified
enforcement against unauthorised schemes operating within its controlled areas. The commissioner ordered stringent
action against owners, sponsors and developers involved in illegal housing projects across the jurisdictions of the Munici-
pal Corporation Rawalpindi, as well as the tehsil and district councils of Rawalpindi, Taxila, Gujar Khan, Kallar Syedan and
Kahuta. The spokesman said multiple violations of the Punjab Development Authorities Private Housing Schemes Rules,
2021 had been identified, including the launch of schemes without prior approval, unauthorised development and sale of
plots, non-submission of mandatory documentation and major deviations from approved layout plans. He added that the
violations were detected through inspections, public complaints and monitoring of advertisements across print, electron-
ic and social media platforms. In line with the commissioner’s directives, enforcement measures have been accelerated,
including the issuance of notices, registration of FIRs, sealing of offices and project sites, demolition of illegal structures,
bans on property transactions and referral of cases to the Federal Investigation Agency’s Cyber Crime Wing and other
relevant bodies. The RDA warned all sponsors and developers of illegal schemes to immediately cease unlawful activities,
including development, marketing, advertisement, booking and sale of plots, or face further legal action without notice.
The authority also advised the public, including overseas Pakistanis, investors and property dealers, to avoid investing
in unapproved schemes and to verify project status with the RDA before making any transaction. It clarified that terms
such as “file submitted”, “under process”, or “under scrutiny” did not constitute approval. Citizens were encouraged to
consult the official RDA website for verification and further information.—DNA

Call for integrated,
people-centric disaster
management system

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change and
Environmental Coordination Dr Musadik Malik on Tues-
day stressed the need for a comprehensive, integrated
and people-centric approach to disaster management,
highlighting the importance of timely response, effec-
tive early warning systems and strong coordination
among all stakeholders. Addressing a ceremony here,
the minister said that Pakistan, being among the most
climate-vulnerable countries, was facing increasing
risks from torrential floods, glacial lake outburst floods
(GLOFs) and extreme weather events, particularly in
northern regions. He underlined that while various in-
itiatives had been undertaken to enhance disaster pre-
paredness, there was a need to further strengthen the
effectiveness of early warning systems to ensure timely
evacuation of communities at risk. Dr Malik said that re-
sponse time in case of sudden disasters such as GLOFs
was often limited to 20 to 25 minutes, which required a
well-connected and fully functional system linking moni-
toring infrastructure with district administration and lo-
cal communities. He emphasised that modern technolo-
gy, including satellite systems, drones and real-time data
integration, could play a vital role in improving disaster
response mechanisms. “With the advancement in tech-
nology, it is now possible to develop integrated solutions
that can help save lives and minimise losses,” he add-
ed. The minister highlighted the importance of ensur-

ing that disaster preparedness measures translate into
practical benefits for affected populations, particularly
vulnerable communities living in high-risk areas. He
also stressed the need for improved zoning regulations
and their effective enforcement to prevent construction
in flood-prone zones, which could exacerbate damage
during natural disasters. Referring to social challeng-
es, Dr. Malik said that communities must be protected
through inclusive policies so that individuals are not
forced to remain in hazardous areas due to economic or
social pressures. He called for enhanced coordination be-
tween federal and provincial governments, as well as local
administrations, to ensure a unified and effective response
to climate-induced disasters. The minister also appreciated
the support of international development partners, includ-
ing the World Bank, Asian Development Bank and United
Nations agencies, for assisting Pakistan in strengthening
its climate resilience and disaster management capacity.
Highlighting future initiatives, Dr Malik said the govern-
ment was working to promote innovation and research in
climate-related fields, including support for young entre-
preneurs and startups to develop practical solutions for cli-
mate challenges. He reiterated the government’s commit-
ment to utilising modern technologies and strengthening
institutional frameworks to build a resilient system capable
of protecting lives, livelihoods and infrastructure from the
impacts of climate change. Dr Malik said that collective ef-
forts at all levels would be essential to address the growing
challenges posed by climate change and to ensure sustain-
able development in the country.

Minister of state for education
Dr. Wajiha Qamar visits NUML

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State
for Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training, Dr. Wajiha Qamar,
visited the National University of
Modern Languages today, where
she was warmly received by Rec-
tor NUML, Major General Shahid
Mahmood Kayani HI (M) (Retd),
along with Director General, Brig
Muhammad Rafiq Khan. During the
visit, a comprehensive meeting was
held between the Minister and the
Rector, focusing on enhancing the
quality of education in Pakistan and
institutions
with modern facilities to foster an
learning environment.
Both exchanged views on strength-
ening academic standards, innova-
tion.inteaching methodolagies, and

equipping academic

effective

aligning education with contempo-
rary global demands. The Minis-

& =

ter was given a detailed briefing
on NUML's academic programs,
ongoing initiatives, international
collaborations, Memorandums
of Understanding (MoUs), and

institutional structure. Director
Academics, Dr. Nadeem Talib,

presented an overview of the
university’s achievements and fu-
ture roadmap. Dr. Wajiha Qamar
appreciated NUML'’s pivotal role
in promoting linguistic diversity

and cultural connectivity, high-
lighting its contributions toward
bridging cultures through lan-

b guage education. Rector NUML,

Major General Shahid Mahmood
Kayani, underscored the impor-
tance of education diplomacy and
emphasized the need to further
strengthen academic collabora-
tion at the international level.
He highlighted NUML'’s vision to
position Pakistan as an attractive
destination for foreign students
by expanding scholarship oppor-
tunities, enhancing international
outreach, and introducing globally
competitive academic programs.
He also stressed the significance
of integrating language proficien-
cy with professional education to
meet emerging market needs and
promoting research-driven learn-
ing to address global challenges.

Workshop highlights
Immunization gaps,
media role

RAWALPINDL: A training workshop highlighted gaps in immu-
nization coverage and underscored the role of media in coun-
tering misinformation and improving vaccine uptake among
zero-dose and underimmunized populations. The session
was held at the District Health Authority (DHA) Rawalpindi on
Tuesday by the Rural Education and Economic Development
Society (REEDS). Dr Haris from DHA outlined the Expand-
ed Programme on Immunization (EPI) and the vaccination
schedule in the district, identifying weak follow-up, low aware-
ness and poor parental prioritisation as key challenges. He
also pointed to myths and propaganda surrounding vaccines,
noting that vaccinators often face risks, including threats and
accidents during field duties. District Health Officer (Pre-
ventive Services) Dr Jawad Zahid noted that misconceptions
about vaccination were gradually declining, with encouraging
results emerging. He described the measles vaccine as highly
effective and indicated that the Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccine would soon be introduced. He further shared that
around 1,000 daily wage workers were being inducted for a
special anti-dengue campaign in the district. Chief Executive
Officer DHA Rawalpindi Dr Ehsan Ghani stressed the need for
public awareness and improved efficiency, while highlighting
the role of Maryam Nawaz Health Clinics (MNHC) as front-
line facilities engaging communities. He added that Commu-
nity Health Inspectors (CHIs) were supporting outreach
efforts. Referring to community outreach, he said CHIs
would play a key role in health profiling and service deliv-
ery, adding that 300 had been recruited while more than
700 additional positions were required. District Coordina-
tor Hanaan Wajahat, CES Nauman Younas and Ms Amna
from REEDS also spoke on the occasion, emphasizing the
importance of routine immunization for children. They noted
that timely vaccination protects children from life-threatening
diseases, adding that seven essential vaccines under the rou-
tine immunization programme cover 12 diseases.—DNA

ITP
announces
major
diversion plan

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) issued
a major traffic advisory, an-
nouncing road closures and
diversion plan on Ataturk
Avenue due to ongoing con-
struction work in the fed-
eral capital. An ITP official
told media on Tuesday that
Ataturk Avenue from Ex-
press Chowk to Ayub Chowk
(Agha Khan Road) would re-
main closed for traffic, and
the diversion plan would be
effective from March 31,
2026, till completion of the
project. He said commuters
traveling from Jinnah Ave-
nue towards Marriott Hotel
would be diverted through
China Chowk, Press Club
Road, Super Market, and
Agha Khan Road. He said
traffic coming from Khaya-
ban-e-Suhrawardy and Em-
bassy Road towards Marri-
ott Hotel would be routed
via Shaheed-e-Millat Road,
China Chowk Underpass,
Press Club Road, and Agha
Khan Road. He said traf-
fic from Srinagar Highway
heading towards the Sec-
retariat would use Serena
Chowk, Globe Chowk, and
Secretariat Chowk as al-
ternative routes. He added
that commuters from Sev-
enth Avenue could access
the Secretariat via Margalla
Road and Shahrah-e-Das-
toor. Residents of Sector
F-6 were advised to use Sev-
enth Avenue and Margalla
Road as alternate routes to
avoid inconvenience. Islam-
abad Traffic Police urged
citizens to plan their jour-
neys accordingly and coop-
erate with traffic personnel
to ensure smooth flow of
traffic during the construc-
tion period.—APP

Virk inspects
foreign office
checkpoint

ISLAMABAD: Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO) Islamabad
Muhammad Sarfraz Virk
visited the Foreign Office
checkpoint to review traffic
flow and security arrange-
ments, directing officers to
ensure uninterrupted move-
ment during peak hours. An
official told on Monday that
the CTO Virk conducted a
detailed inspection of the
checkpoint and assessed
the performance of traffic
personnel deployed at the
site. Virk instructed of-
ficers to maintain effective
monitoring, ensure better
traffic management, and
facilitate citizens through
proactive duty. The CTO
Virk emphasized that all
available resources should
be utilized to maintain
smooth and uninterrupted
traffic flow, particularly dur-
ing busy hours. He directed
personnel to remain alert,
perform their duties with
professionalism, and en-
sure timely response to any
trafficrelated issues.—APP
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The Debate of America’s
World Leadership

DR. MUuHAMMAD AKRAM ZAHEER

HE United States stands at a cross-

roads, grappling with its role in an

increasingly interconnected and
volatile world. Recent events and public
sentiment highlight a nation unsure of its
global position. Republican opposition has
hindered U.S. support for Ukraine’s war ef-
fort, the Biden administration is struggling
to influence Israel’s actions in Gaza and
polls suggest that a majority of Americans
favor reducing the country’s leadership role
in global affairs. With the 2024 presidential
election approaching, this uncertainty has significant implications for
U.S. foreign policy and global stability. Essays in a recent issue of For-
eign Affairs underscore the challenges and propose strategies to address
the country’s indecision. These perspectives emphasize that the United
States must redefine its global role with clarity and purpose.
Philip Zelikow argues that one of the root causes of America’s indecision lies in
the decline of its policymaking expertise since the Cold War. During that era,
the United States possessed a robust cadre of policymakers adept at navigating
complex international challenges. This capability has waned over the decades,
leaving Washington ill-prepared to address urgent global issues. From manag-
ing economic interdependence to addressing climate change and technological
competition, the modern world demands sophisticated and agile policymaking.
Zelikow’s analysis points to an urgent need for institutional reform within the
U.S. government. Revitalizing core capabilities requires investing in education,
fostering expertise and encouraging collaboration across political lines. Policy-
makers must adapt to the realities of a multipolar world where power dynam-
ics are constantly shifting. The United States cannot afford complacency, as
the cost of inaction or miscalculation could be global instability and diminished
influence. Fareed Zakaria identifies a pervasive pessimism as another critical
factor shaping America’s uncertain global role. Many Americans, he contends,
are consumed by exaggerated fears of national decline. Economic challenges,
social polarization and a growing sense of vulnerability contribute to this out-
look. This pessimism fuels isolationist tendencies and undermines the coun-
try’s confidence in its ability to lead. Zakaria’s prescription is clear: the United
States must reject narratives of decline and reaffirm its commitment to global
leadership. The country remains uniquely positioned to shape the international
order, thanks to its economic strength, technological innovation and military ca-
pabilities. Retreating from this role would not only harm American interests but
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also destabilize the global system. Leadership entails responsibility and Wash-
ington must embrace this role with renewed vigor and optimism.

Kori Schake’s essay highlights the importance of the Republican Party’s stance on
foreign policy. Historically, the party has championed internationalist principles,
supporting alliances and promoting democratic values abroad. However, recent
years have seen a shift toward isolationism within Republican ranks, driven by pop-
ulist rhetoric and skepticism of global engagement. This inward turn threatens to
weaken America’s ability to project power and influence. Schake argues that the
Republican Party must rediscover its commitment to an internationalist foreign
policy. Cooperation with allies, participation in multilateral institutions and active
engagement in global challenges are essential for maintaining U.S. leadership. A
retreat from these principles would create a vacuum that rival powers, such as China
and Russia, are eager to fill. Bipartisan support for a proactive foreign policy is cru-
cial to securing America’s role in the world. America’s indecision on its global role
has farreaching implications. For one, it emboldens adversaries and undermines
the confidence of allies. As the United States wavers, other powers are asserting
themselves. China’s Belt and Road Initiative and Russia’s aggressive posture in
Eastern Europe are clear examples of rival states seeking to reshape the interna-
tional order. Furthermore, America’s retreat risks eroding the liberal democratic
values that have underpinned global stability since World War II. Domestically, the
consequences of a diminished global role could exacerbate existing divisions. Iso-
lationist policies often appeal to populist sentiments but fail to address the com-
plex realities of an interconnected world. Economic protectionism, for instance,
might provide short-term benefits but would ultimately harm American industries
reliant on global markets. A robust and outward-looking foreign policy, supported
by a unified national vision, is essential to navigating these challenges.

To reclaim its leadership role, the United States must adopt a multifaceted ap-
proach. First, it must strengthen its domestic foundations. Economic resilience,
social cohesion and political stability are prerequisites for effective global lead-
ership. Policymakers should prioritize investments in infrastructure, education
and technological innovation to enhance the country’s competitiveness. Sec-
ond, Washington must rebuild trust with its allies and partners. This requires
consistent and principled engagement, grounded in shared values and mutual
interests. Alliances such as NATO, the Quad and AUKUS are critical to coun-
terbalancing rival powers and addressing transnational challenges. Multilat-
eralism, rather than unilateralism, should guide U.S. foreign policy. Third, the
United States must address emerging global challenges with creativity and de-
termination. Climate change, cyber threats and pandemics require collaborative
solutions that transcend national boundaries. By leading efforts to tackle these
issues, America can reaffirm its commitment to the global good and strength-
en its position as a trusted partner.Finally, the United States must confront au-
thoritarianism and defend democratic values. This entails not only opposing the
actions of rivals like China and Russia but also addressing democratic backslid-
ing within its borders. A credible and vibrant democracy at home is essential
for America’s moral authority abroad. The 2024 presidential election will be a
pivotal moment in shaping America’s global role. Voters must weigh the stakes
of isolationism versus engagement and consider the broader implications of their
choices. Political leaders, for their part, must articulate a coherent vision for
the country’s future, balancing domestic priorities with global responsibilities.

Iran on the Brink of a Ground War

Qamar Bashir

My own estimate is
this: a prolonged high-
intensity war without

major occupation carries
about a 45% probability; a
limited ground incursion
about 25%; negotiated de-
escalation about 20%; and
a broad regime-change
invasion about 10%. Those
figures are not certainties,
only judgments based on
current force posture,
public rhetoric, and the
historical reluctance of
Washington to bear the cost
of long occupation when
air and naval coercion can
still be intensified. But the
most important warning
is that even a 25% chance
of limited ground action
contains within it the
seed of a much wider war

The

Muhammad Mohsin Igbal

Yet, with the passage of time,
a disquieting transformation
appears to have taken root.
Instead of progressing along

the path of excellence,
certain segments within
the profession seem to
be receding into a state
of ethical erosion. The
demeanor once synonymous
with civility and compassion
is, in some quarters, being
supplanted by indifference,
impatience, and, at times...

RUSTRATION is now visible on all sides of

the U.S.-Israel war against Iran. After weeks

of bombardment, strategic signaling, and dip-
lomatic theater, the central objectives publicly asso-
ciated with Washington and Tel Aviv still appear only
partially achieved. The Strait of Hormuz remains the
decisive choke point, Iranian retaliatory capacity has
not been extinguished, and the war has entered its
second month with fresh troop deployments rather
than a settled outcome. Reuters reported on March
30 that thousands of U.S. Army paratroopers from
the 82nd Airborne had arrived in the Middle East,
joining Marines and other forces already in theater,
while officials acknowledged that these deployments
increase capacity for possible incursions into Irani-
an territory, including operations linked to Kharg
Island and Hormuz security.
That is why the current moment is so dangerous.
Even if a full-scale invasion still remains unlikely,
the line between a “limited mission” and an ex-
panding war is historically thin. The United States
may initially contemplate a narrow ground opera-
tion: seizure of a strategic island, raids on coastal
batteries threatening shipping, or even a special
operation linked to Iran’s uranium stockpile. Yet
history shows that once a great power commits
troops and begins receiving body bags in return, its
political logic changes. Retaliation produces coun-
ter-retaliation. A war presented as surgical starts
demanding prestige, vengeance, and escalation. Vi-
etnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan all demonstrated that
limited entry rarely guarantees limited exit.
The strategic motives behind such a move are not
difficult to understand. Kharg Island is Iran’s prin-
cipal oil export hub. The Strait of Hormuz carries a
huge share of the world’s seaborne oil trade. Control
of both would give Washington leverage over global
energy flows while denying Tehran its most potent
geoeconomic weapon. At the same time, Iran’s ex-
panding stockpile of highly enriched uranium remains
a central concern. Reuters, citing the IAEA, reported
earlier this month that Iran held about 440.9 kilo-
grams of uranium enriched up to 60%, material that
in theory could be further enriched for roughly 10
nuclear weapons. That figure alone explains why any
U.S. operational planning would include not only mar-
itime control and coercive strikes, but also thoughts
of raids tied to nuclear assets.
But Iran is not waiting passively for such a contin-
gency. Its parliament speaker has warned that Teh-
ran sees public talk of negotiations as a cover for
secret planning for a land assault, and Iranian lead-
ers have vowed to burn any invading force and pun-
ish regional partners. Whether or not every Iranian
threat is executable, the central point stands: Iran

has prepared for attritional resistance, dispersal,
underground storage, missile retaliation, drones,
and proxy expansion. That means even a limited
U.S. ground assault would not occur in a vacuum.
It would likely trigger attacks on American bases,
shipping lanes, partner infrastructure, and perhaps
multiple secondary fronts beyond Iran itself.

This is why the destruction of civilian infrastructure
now being threatened is so morally revealing. If ports,
roads, bridges, refineries, and power systems are sys-
tematically targeted, the principal victims will not be
the bunker-protected leadership or deeply buried mili-
tary networks. The true burden will fall upon ordinary
Iranians who never built shelters, never planned for
prolonged blackout, and never volunteered to become
the human cushion of a geopolitical struggle. Iranian
missiles have already damaged Israel’s Haifa refinery
complex and widening regional attacks affecting en-
ergy installations and bases. Such escalation shows
that the war is moving beyond military targets into
the economic bloodstream of entire societies.

The illusion that negotiations will easily stop this
spiral is also fading. Pakistan has emerged as the
most active intermediary, hosting regional discus-
sions and preparing to facilitate U.S.-Iran talks in
the coming days. Yet the diplomatic gap remains
profound. Washington has promoted a 15-point
framework; Iran has publicly rejected it and insists
on sovereignty, security, and an end to attacks.
Reuters noted on March 30 that Islamabad is pre-
paring to host these efforts, but there was still no
confirmation that any direct, substantive break-
through had been achieved. In other words, the
parties remain boxed inside terms that each side
fears would amount to capitulation.

Meanwhile, the battlefield itself is expanding
horizontally. Israel has widened pressure in Leb-
anon, the Houthis are threatening to reopen a
Red Sea front, and the Saudi dimension has al-
ready become more exposed after Iran-linked
strikes wounded U.S. personnel at Prince Sultan
Air Base. Once Hormuz and the Red Sea are both
destabilized, the consequences no longer belong
only to Tehran, Tel Aviv, or Washington. They
belong to Europe, Asia, Australia, South Amer-
ica, and every economy dependent on fuel, ship-
ping insurance, manufacturing inputs, and stable
freight routes. Reuters reported that the war’s
energy shock is already dimming the outlook for
many economies, according to the IMF.

In this background, four scenarios emerge. The
first, and in my judgment the most likely, is a pro-
longed air-maritime war without a deep occupation
of Iran. In this scenario, Washington and Israel con-
tinue heavy strikes while avoiding the political and

military cost of trying to march into Iran’s interior.
The second is a limited U.S. ground raid or seizure
of a strategic site such as Kharg Island or coastal
launch areas near Hormuz. The third is a negoti-
ated de-escalation through Pakistani and regional
mediation. The fourth, least likely but most cata-
strophic, is a broader regime-change campaign with
sustained U.S. ground presence inside Iran.
My own estimate is this: a prolonged high-intensity
war without major occupation carries about a 45%
probability; a limited ground incursion about 25%;
negotiated de-escalation about 20%; and a broad re-
gime-change invasion about 10%. Those figures are
not certainties, only judgments based on current
force posture, public rhetoric, and the historical re-
luctance of Washington to bear the cost of long occu-
pation when air and naval coercion can still be inten-
sified. But the most important warning is that even a
25% chance of limited ground action contains within
it the seed of a much wider war. Once U.S. boots hit
Iranian soil and resistance produces American casu-
alties, domestic pressure in Washington may drive
escalation far beyond the original mission.
If the United States “wins,” it may reopen shipping,
damage Iran’s missile and naval capacity, and per-
haps enforce a new nuclear arrangement. But such
a win would still leave behind an unstable region,
a humiliated but not necessarily pacified society,
and a new cycle of insurgent or proxy retaliation. If
Iran holds the line and turns even limited ground
operations into a grinding trap, the defeat would be
historic, not merely military but psychological, un-
dermining U.S.-Israeli coercive credibility across
the region. If negotiations somehow succeed, the
outcome will not be friendship. It will be an ugly
compromise designed to stop the bleeding.
That is why the world stands at a catastrophic junc-
ture. The danger is not only that a ground assault
may occur. The greater danger is that once it be-
gins, no one may be able to keep it limited. The
war planners may speak the language of optionali-
ty, precision, and controlled force. History speaks
a different language. It says that powerful states
often enter wars believing they can calibrate vio-
lence, only to discover that resistance, pride, and
fear rapidly seize control. Let us hope that this time
the diplomats win before the generals do, because
once the ground war begins, peace may become far
more expensive than anyone now imagines.
- Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan

Decline of a Sacred Profession

EDICINE has long been regarded as a messi-

anic vocation, a sacred covenant between the

healer and the afflicted, wherein the physician
serves not merely as a practitioner of science but as an
instrument of Divine mercy. The restoration of health,
in this noble understanding, is not solely the outcome of
pharmacological intervention or surgical dexterity, but a
manifestation of the will of Allah, bestowed through those
endowed with knowledge, compassion, and fortitude.
Across civilizations, the medical profession has com-
manded reverence, for it demands both intellectual rigor
and moral excellence, a rare confluence that elevates its
adherents to a station of profound trust.
In Pakistan, this trust was once embodied with distinc-
tion. Doctors trained in our institutions earned acclaim
not only for their clinical acumen but also for their re-
fined ethical sensibilities. Their education extended
beyond anatomy and therapeutics into the delicate art
of human engagement, where empathy, patience, and
decorum were cultivated alongside diagnostic skill. The
physician’s presence itself was often therapeutic; a gen-
tle word, a reassuring glance, or a measured tone could
alleviate the patient’s anxiety even before any prescrip-
tion was written. The Hippocratic ethos was not a mere
abstraction but a lived reality, shaping the doctor-patient
relationship into one of mutual respect and confidence.
Yet, with the passage of time, a disquieting transforma-
tion appears to have taken root. Instead of progressing
along the path of excellence, certain segments within
the profession seem to be receding into a state of ethical
erosion. The demeanor once synonymous with civility
and compassion is, in some quarters, being supplant-
ed by indifference, impatience, and, at times, outright
hostility. Reports from various public hospitals paint a
troubling picture, where young doctors, entrusted with
the sanctity of human life, exhibit conduct that is at
variance with the very essence of medical profession-
alism. Instances of altercations within hospital premis-
es, reminiscent more of street brawls than of scholarly
discourse, have become alarmingly frequent. Even more
distressing is the apparent disregard for senior counsel,

as advice offered by experienced practitioners is met
with defiance rather than deference.

The erosion of this professional decorum has grave
implications, for the edifice of medicine rests upon an
intangible yet indispensable foundation; trust. The pa-
tient, often in a state of vulnerability, entrusts his or her
most intimate concerns to the physician, believing in the
sanctity of confidentiality and the sincerity of care. This
fiduciary relationship, once robust, now shows signs of
fragility. When compassion is replaced by callousness,
and when ethical restraint gives way to recklessness, the
patient’s faith is inevitably shaken.

A recent incident in a prominent hospital in Lahore has
brought this crisis into stark relief. Within the confines of
an operation theatre in a gynecology ward—an environment
that ought to epitomize precision, dignity, and solemn re-
sponsibility—a spectacle unfolded that defies both medical
ethics and human decency. Two cases of childbirth report-
edly became the subject of a grotesque competition among
attending doctors, with the proceedings being recorded on
a mobile device and subsequently disseminated. The grav-
ity of this act cannot be overstated. In that moment, the
operating theatre, meant to safeguard the lives of mother
and child, was reduced to a stage for trivial amusement.
The presence of male staff further compounded the viola-
tion of privacy and propriety, stripping the situation of any
semblance of professional decorum.

One is compelled to ask; how did we arrive at such a
nadir? How did those entrusted with the sanctity of life
come to trivialize it so profoundly? It is particularly
unsettling to consider that these patients—someone’s
daughter, sister, or wife—were subjected to such indigni-
ty at a moment of utmost vulnerability. The risks inher
ent in obstetric procedures, including haemorrhage, fetal
distress, and other complications, necessitate the highest
degree of vigilance and care. To compromise this respon-
sibility for the sake of frivolity is not merely negligence; it
is a moral transgression of the gravest order.

The intervention of the concerned authorities, including
the health minister, is a necessary step, yet it addresses
only the immediate manifestation of a deeper malaise.

Disciplinary action, including the revocation of licenses
and the imposition of legal penalties, may serve as a de-
terrent, but the root cause lies in a systemic failure to
inculcate ethical consciousness during medical training.
The curriculum, while comprehensive in its scientific
scope, must place equal emphasis on medical ethics,
professionalism, and the psychological dimensions of
patient care. The formation of a competent physician
is not achieved through textbooks alone; it requires
the cultivation of character.

Equally troubling are reports of coercive practices
in clinical decision-making, particularly in obstetrics,
where families are pressured into consenting to surgi-
cal interventions under the specter of imminent danger.
The suggestion that a case is “not normal” and requires
immediate operative management, often delivered in
an atmosphere of urgency, leaves relatives with little
choice but to acquiesce. While caesarean sections are, in
many instances, medically indicated, their unnecessary
proliferation raises concerns about both ethical integri-
ty and patient welfare. Surgical intervention carries its
own risks, including infection, thromboembolic events,
and long-term reproductive complications. In many ad-
vanced healthcare systems, a conservative approach is
adopted, allowing natural processes to proceed to the
fullest extent before resorting to operative measures.
If such trends persist, the consequences will extend be-
yond individual cases to erode public confidence in the
healthcare system as a whole. The question then arises
with poignant urgency; who will entrust their loved ones
to institutions where dignity and safety are no longer
assured? The sanctity of the medical profession must
be restored, not merely through punitive measures but
through a comprehensive reorientation towards its origi-
nal principles—compassion, integrity, and accountability.
The physician must once again become a custodian of
hope, a figure whose presence reassures rather than
intimidates, whose conduct reflects the highest ideals
of humanity. Only then can the noble legacy of this
sacred profession be preserved, and the trust that has
been so gravely shaken be painstakingly rebuilt.
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Briefs

From Pack 01
Trump urged affected na-
tions to either purchase
American energy supplies
or handle the risky passage
independently. This “Amer-
ica First” stance has sent
ripples through global en-
ergy markets as countries
reassess their reliance on
the Strait of Hormuz amid
ongoing tensions with Iran.

IRGC Vows
to Target US
Companies...

From Pack 01
The IRGC statement comes
as tensions remain high fol-
lowing weeks of exchanges
between Iran, the United
States, and Israel. Iranian
media and affiliated outlets
have circulated graphics
identifying specific compa-
nies and locations, framing
the threats as retaliation
for strikes on Iranian in-
frastructure.  Separately,
Russia’s ambassador to
Iran told the RTVI news
outlet that Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khame-
nei is present in the coun-
try but is refraining from
public appearances “for
understandable reasons.”
Mojtaba Khamenei, 56, was
appointed as Iran’s new
Supreme Leader in early
March following the death
of his father, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, in the early stag-
es of the current conflict.

Pak, France
reaffirm
strong...

From Pace 01
Minister Malik noted that
while Pakistan has shoul-
dered the burden of main-
taining supply stability, the
government ensured that
this burden remains prop-
erly funded, avoiding the
accumulation of circular
debt. He added that the
government is now work-
ing on measures to provide
targeted subsidies to pro-
tect vulnerable segments
of society. Ambassador
Nicolas Galey reaffirmed
that Pakistan and France
enjoy strong bilateral rela-
tions and that energy co-
operation between the two
countries has expanded in
recent years. He also not-
ed that French companies
have expressed growing
interest in Pakistan’s min-
ing sector and expressed
optimism  that  French
firms would actively par-
ticipate in the upcoming
Pakistan Minerals Invest-
ment Forum (PMIF), now
scheduled for November.

Pakistan,
China...

From Pace 01

Humanitarian  assistance
must be allowed to all
war-affected areas. II.
Start of peace talks as soon
as possible. Sovereignty,
territorial integrity, nation-
al independence and se-
curity of Iran and the Gulf
states should be safeguard-
ed. Dialogue and diplomacy
is the only viable option
to resolve conflicts. China
and Pakistan support the
relevant parties in initiat-
ing talks, with all parties
committing to peaceful res-
olution of disputes, and re-
fraining from the use or the
threat of use of force during
peace talks. III. Secu-
rity of nonmilitary targets.
The principle of protecting
civilians in military conflict
should be observed. China
and Pakistan call on parties
to the conflict to immediate-
ly stop attacks on civilians
and nonmilitary targets,
and fully adhere to IHL, and
stop attacking important
infrastructure, including en-
ergy, desalination and pow-
er facilities, and peaceful
nuclear infrastructure, such
as nuclear power plants.

IHC grants
interim...

From Pack 01
Advocate Naeem Bukhari
said that Dr. Fazila Abbasi
appeared before the court
three times. She could ap-
pear once and submitted
a medical certificate for
three days, after which
the bail was withdrawn.
The court restored the
interim bail in exchange
for surety bonds of Rs
100,000 and directed her
to approach the trial court.

Fakhar Zaman suspended
for two matches of PSL

The PCB said that the incident had occurred during the ending moments of the match
when the on-field umpires penalised Lahore Qalandars for five runs and the ball
was changed before the start of the last over of Karachi Kings’batting innings

DNA

LAHORE: Lahore Qalandars batter Fakhar
Zaman has been suspended for two Paki-
stan Super League (PSL) matches after he
was found guilty of breaching the code of
conduct, the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
announced on Tuesday. The incident oc-
curred in the final over of Sunday’s match
between Karachi Kings and Lahore Qalan-
dars, with the former needing 14 runs to
win. Fakhar, Lahore captain Shaheen Afridi
and fast bowler Haris Rauf were involved in
a brief discussion, during which Fakhar and
Rauf passed the ball between them.

The umpire then approached Rauf and

asked to see the ball. Following con-
sultations with the square-leg umpire,

the officials awarded five penalty runs
to Karachi and ordered the ball to be
changed. The penalty proved costly as
Karachi went on to chase down a target
of 129 with three balls to spare, Abbas
Afridi hitting a four and a six to seal a
four-wicket victory.

On Monday, the PCB had officially charged
Fakhar with ball-tampering.

In a press release issued on Tuesday,
the PCB said, “Fakhar Zaman has been
suspended for two HBL PSL matches
after he was found guilty of a level 3

offence for breaching Article 2.14 of the
applicable code of conduct for players
and player support personnel during
the Lahore Qalandars vs Karachi Kings
match on Sunday, March 29 at the
Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore.”

The PCB said that the incident had oc-
curred during the ending moments of the
match when the on-field umpires penalised
Lahore Qalandars for five runs and the ball
was changed before the start of the last
over of Karachi Kings’ batting innings.

It said that ondfield Umpires Shahid Sai-
kat, Faisal Khan Aafreedi, TV Umpire Asif
Yaqoob, and fourth Umpire Tariq Rasheed

levelled the charge, it said.

According to the board, Fakhar denied the
offence and contested the charge at a full
disciplinary hearing in accordance with
the code of conduct. “Match Referee Ros-
han Mahanama conducted the disciplinary
hearing and made the determination after
reviewing all evidence and providing an op-
portunity of personal hearing to Fakhar. La-
hore Qalandars Captain Shaheen Shah Afri-
di, Team Director Sameen Rana and Team
Manager Farooq Anwar were also present
during the hearing,” the PCB said.
According to the PCB, the commission of
a level 3 offence for the first time carries a
minimum penalty of a one-match ban and a
maximum penalty of a two-match ban.

UN chief warns food
~waste threatens
climate, food security

UNITED NATIONS: UN
Secretary-General ~ Antonio
Guterres Monday called on
the international community
to build zero-waste food sys-
tems that “we need to nourish
both people and planet.” “The
world wastes far too much
food,” the UN chief said in his
message on the International
Day of Zero Waste, observed
annually on March 30.

At an earlier commemora-
tion, Pakistan’s UN Ambas-
sador Asim Iftikhar Ahmad
welcomed the focus on food
waste as a challenge linked
directly to climate action,
food security and sustaina-
ble development.

In this regard, the Pakistan
envoy commended Tur-
kiye’s leadership on zero
waste initiatives, including
the pioneering work of the
country’s First Lady Em-
ine Erdogan, Last week’s
commemoration was organ-
ized by the United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) and UN-Habitat.
In his message released

retary-general said that
every day, people across
the globe throw away food
enough to prepare 1 billion
meals while letting 9 per-
cent of humanity go hun-
gry, putting the climate,
ecosystems and health at
risk, and threatening the
ability to feed ourselves in
the future. Guterres urged
consumers to make a big
impact with small chang-
es in their shopping and
cooking habits, retailers to
optimize their operations
and redistribute surplus
food, cities to scale organ-
ic waste separation and
strengthen procurement
for schools and hospitals,
and national governments
to drive systemic change
by addressing food waste in
their climate action and bi-
odiversity plans and forging
public-private partnerships.
Through initiatives like the
Food Waste Breakthrough
and No Organic Waste, the
international community can
halve food waste by 2030, cut

to 7 percent, and build circu-
lar, resilient food systems, he
said. These efforts, beyond
protecting our planet, will
create green jobs, reduce
food insecurity and climate
impacts, and prevent up to
1 trillion U.S. dollars in eco-
nomic losses each year, the
secretary-general said.

“We cannot take food for
granted,” he stressed.
Every year, humanity gen-
erates between 2.1 billion
and 2.3 billion tonnes of
municipal solid waste, and
some 2.7 billion people
lack access to waste collec-
tion, according to figures
released by the UN Human
Settlements Programme.
Waste pollution signifi-
cantly threatens well-be-
ing, economic prosperity,
and accelerates the triple
planetary crisis of climate
change, nature and biodi-
versity loss, and pollution.
Without urgent action, an-
nual municipal solid waste
generation will hit 3.8 bil-
lion tonnes by 2050, accord-

Maradona’s
former home
is transformed
into a soup
kitchen

BUENOS AIRES: Every
week, hundreds of peo-
ple line up to fill a plastic
container with food in an
unlikely place: the humble
home where Argentine soc-
cer legend Diego Armando
Maradona was born. The
house in Villa Fiorito, a poor
neighborhood on the out
skirts of Buenos Aires, no
longer belongs to the family
of Maradona, who died in
2020 after a heart attack, but
for the last month, its cur-
rent owner has lent its dirt
yard to a group of volunteers
who light a grill and cook for
neighbors. Last Thursday,
Maria Torres stirred a stew
in two large pots while sever-
al others peeled potatoes and
chopped pieces of chicken. A
mural painted on the house’s
facade depicts the soccer
player next to the words,
“The house of god.” Poverty
has been trending downward
in Argentina, with official sta-
tistics showing it dropping to
31.6 percent in the first half
of 2025 from 52.9 percent in

on Monday, the UN sec- the methane emissions by up

the first half of 2024. - APP

ing to the agency. - APP

Pakistan’s UN envoy
engages with students
on key 1ssues

NEW YORK: Pakistan’s UN Ambassador Asim Iftikhar Ah-
mad Monday interacted with a group of twenty students
from the Manhattan University during which he highlight-
ed Islamabad’s stance on key regional and international is-
sues, especially Pakistan’s role at the United Nations.
During the interaction, Ambassador Asim highlighted the
United Nations’ unique value as the only forum equipped
with international legitimacy and trust. He said that despite
its challenges, “nothing can replace” the UN as a platform
where the wider membership can pursue collective action
on issues no country can address alone.

He told the students that the UN remains essential
for coordinating global responses to the emerging and
long-term challenges, including artificial intelligence,
SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) and impacts of
climate change, emphasizing the value of multilateral
cooperation in a rapidly changing world.

A wide membership of the UN, he said, considers a collec-
tive response was an effective way to tackle today’s chal-
lenges. On UN reform, Ambassador Asim Ahmad said the
effort was aimed at making the organization fit for purpose
and better equipped to meet current problems.

As regards Security Council’s reform, he said that Pa-
kistan does not support adding more permanent seats
on the 15-member Council, asserting that any expan-
sion in the permanent category would not resolve ex-
isting imbalances and would, in fact, deepen divisions,
thus augmenting the Council’s dysfunction. Pakistan,
he said, supports increasing non-permanent mem-
bership as advocated by Uniting for Consensus (UfC)
Group. The discussion also covered key global securi-
ty and development concerns, including maritime se-
curity, food security, forced migration, water scarcity,
refugee-related challenges, and the importance of co-
operation on transboundary water sharing.
Ambassador Asim Ahmad underscored the value of effec-
tive multilateralism in managing cross-border issues and
highlighted the importance of local knowledge and sustain-
able approaches in addressing development needs. - APP

Lahore Qalandars fine
Shaheen Afridi Rs1m
over security breach

Action against pacer taken in spirit
of accountability and discipline,
reads official statement

DNA

LAHORE: Lahore Qalandars have fined captain Shaheen
Shah Afridi Rsl million over a security breach “involving
unauthorised entry into the players’ room”, officials said on
Monday. In a statement, the franchise said that the matter
was investigated internally and was not a deliberate violation
but a misunderstanding. The franchise added that it had for-
mally informed the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) of its de-
cision after completing a full internal inquiry. It maintained
that the incident had been exaggerated and presented con-
trary to facts in some reports. The action against Shaheen
has been taken in the spirit of accountability and discipline,
the statement said, reiterating that the franchise respects all
security protocols. Officials said that the Qalandars’ captain
had taken guests of teammate Sikandar Raza into the play-
ers’ room at the team hotel despite security staff refusing
permission. The Shaheen-led side is currently second on the
points table in the ongoing Pakistan Super League (PSL)
11, with two points from two matches. They won their cam-
paign opener against the Hyderabad Kingsmen on March 26;
however, the side suffered a fourwicket defeat at the hands
of Karachi Kings on Sunday. During the Karachi game, the
franchise was slapped with a five-run penalty over charges of
changing the ball’s condition. Qalandars batter Fakhar Zaman
was also charged with a Level 3 offence under Article 2.14 of
the Code of Conduct for Players and Player Support Personnel
for allegedly breaching Article 41.3 of the playing conditions,
which prohibits any action that alters the condition of the ball.

China-Italy exhibition fosters
cultural dialogue beyond display

“These items are not merely vessels.
Their patterns and motifs tell stories
of ancient customs, earthly harvests
and the relationships between peoples,”
Tempesta said after extensive discussions
with her Chinese counterparts

YINCHUAN: For Anna Lucia Tempesta, an Italian mu-
seum curator, an exhibition is never merely a display of
ancient objects, but rather serves as an open invitation
to an intercultural dialogue. This philosophy is currently
coming to life in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, north-
west China, where an ongoing showcase of ancient Med-
iterranean pottery has evolved into a profound exchange
between European and Chinese heritage professionals.
The catalyst for this exchange is the “Myth on Pottery” ex-
hibition, which opened last week at the Ningxia Museum.
Featuring 115 precious ceramics, sculptures and glassware
from Italy’s Puglia region, the event uses the myths of ancient
Greek deities to illustrate Mediterranean culture and history.
However, as the exhibition settles into its three-month run,
the spotlight has shifted beyond the artifacts to the deep, col-
laborative ties being forged behind the scenes. Tempesta, the
Italian chief curator of the exhibition and a promotion officer
of Puglia’s Department of Tourism and Culture, noted that
the true triumph of the event lies in mutual discovery.
“These items are not merely vessels. Their patterns and
motifs tell stories of ancient customs, earthly harvests and
the relationships between peoples,” Tempesta said after
extensive discussions with her Chinese counterparts.
“These images are meaningful to us, and they hold mean-
ing for you. If we converse, we explain and you listen, you
interpret and we understand - this is true exchange. We
are both enriched by it,” she added. This shared under-
standing is vividly captured in the exhibition hall itself.
Chinese and Italian curators deliberately placed a 400
B.C. Greek krater from Puglia alongside a Chinese na-
tional treasure, namely a gilt silver ewer unearthed from

a local tomb dating back to the Northern Zhou Dynasty
(557-581). Made in the ancient Bactria region, which is in
present-day northern Afghanistan, the ewer features Per-
sian and Roman decorative elements.

Remarkably, both artifacts depict scenes from the Trojan
War. Placed adjacent to each other, they create a vivid,
cross-continental resonance spanning thousands of miles,
underscoring Ningxia’s historical role as a vital crossroads
on the ancient Silk Road. The cultural synergy has extend-
ed well beyond display cabinets. During their stay in Yin-
chuan, capital city of Ningxia, the Italian delegation toured
the Ningxia Museum’s cultural relic conservation center
to observe Chinese preservation practices.

The European experts engaged in in-depth discussions
with Chinese specialists regarding restoration materials
and preservation techniques. According to Hong Quan, the
exhibition’s Chinese curator, the Italian team expressed
high admiration for the museum’s advanced digital exhibi-
tion technologies and the meticulous dedication of its staff,
laying a solid foundation for future academic collaboration.
The Italian team’s immersion into Chinese heritage also
included a visit to the Xixia Imperial Tombs, which were
inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List last year.

By comparing ancient Xixia ceramics and porcelain kiln
sites with Italian archaeological finds, the experts marveled
at the distinctiveness and historical value of China’s regional
heritage, noting how different environments shape unique
artistic expressions. Wang Xiaojun, curator of the Ningxia
Museum, highlighted that launching this exhibition during
the spring tourism season was a strategic move to enrich
public cultural life and foster deeper cultural cooperation
between China and Italy. Noting the striking similarities
between Italy’s rich rock art and the ancient petroglyphs
found in Ningxia’s Helan Mountain, Tempesta revealed an
ambitious vision of the future. “We hope to eventually bring
the Helan Mountain rock art to Europe for exhibition,”
Tempesta said, adding that she looks forward to establish-
ing a long-term, pragmatic partnership in relic conserva-
tion, joint exhibitions and academic research. - APP

FMs of

Muslim

nations
condemn...

From Pace 01
Qatar, in a joint statement,
condemned the prevention
of Muslim worshippers from
accessing Al-Agqsa Mosque,
and the prevention of the
Latin Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem and the Custos of the
Holy Land from entering the
Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre to celebrate the Palm
Sunday Mass. They renewed
their condemnation and
rejection of any Israeli at-
tempts to alter the legal and
historical status quo at Mus-
lim and Christian holy sites
in Jerusalem. “These con-
tinued Israeli measures con-
stitute a flagrant violation of
international law, including
international humanitarian
law, as well as of the legal
and historical status quo,
and represent an infringe-
ment on the unrestricted
right of access to places
of worship,” they viewed.

Gas supply

halted in
parts of...

From Pack 01
due to the blast include
Pishin, Ziarat, Kalat, Mas-
tung, and Kuchlak,” he add-
ed, noting that gas supply
from the main distribution
system was cut off. “A large
portion of the gas pipeline
was destroyed in the blast,”
SSGC officials said, adding
that engineers and con-
cerned staff reached the
site to inspect the damage.
The damaged pipeline will
be replaced, with repair
work to commence after
security clearance. A heavy
contingent of security forc-
es has been deployed at
gas installations in Quetta
following the incident. The
SSGC Balochistan gener-
al manager said that the
damaged pipeline could
not be repaired immediate-
ly. He said that the repair
work is scheduled to be-
gin today (Tuesday) after
receiving security clear
ance, adding that replace-
ment pipes will need to be
transported from Karachi.

ITHC
adjourns
hearing...

From Pace 01
for suspension of sentence
had already been filed,
stressing that such pleas
could not be heard without
issuance of notice in the
main appeals, particularly
after recent amendments
to the NAB law. He urged
the court to proceed with
arguments on the appeals
if the defence was ready.
Responding to this, Barris-
ter Safdar contended that
his clients were convicted
on Jan 17, 2025, and de-
spite the passage of over a
year, the prosecution had
repeatedly sought adjourn-
ments. He maintained that
the defence had remained
present throughout and
pressed for suspension of
sentence and release on
bail, also citing medical
grounds. The bench, how-
ever, questioned whether
the defence could proceed
with arguments on the
main appeals against the
conviction, even suggest-
ing allocation of two hear-
ing days per week. Safdar
replied that he had not
been able to meet or ob-
tain instructions from Im-
ran and Bushra Bibi for the
past five months, making
it difficult to proceed on
the appeals at this stage.

Pakistan Exit AFG Qualifiers After Fighting Loss to Myanmar

Myanmar doubled their lead around the hour mark, breaking the offside trap

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan concluded their _
2027 AFC Asian Cup qualifying campaign .
on a disappointing yet spirited note, go-

ing down 2-1 to Myanmar at the Jinnah
Stadium on Tuesday. Despite the defeat,

Pakistan delivered a determined and en-
ergetic performance, particularly in the
first half, but costly defensive lapses after ",
the break denied them a positive result.
The team finished with just two points
from six matches in Group E.

Under head coach Nolberto Solano,
Pakistan started brightly and created
early chances. Captain Alamgir Ghazi
came close midway through the first §
half with a powerful long-range effort
that forced a fine save from goalkeep-
er Zin Nyi Nyi Aung.

Soon after, Ali Uzair set up a promising
opportunity at the far post, but Shayek
Dost failed to connect properly, allow-
ing Myanmar to escape unscathed. Pa-
kistan ended the first half on top but

before Than Paing calmly finished a low cross from the right

were undone just a minute into the sec-
ond half when goalkeeper Saqib Hanif
' failed to deal with a back pass, gifting
Myanmar the opening goal.

Myanmar doubled their lead around the
hour mark, breaking the offside trap
before Than Paing calmly finished a low
cross from the right.

To their credit, Pakistan continued to
push forward and were rewarded in the
90th minute when Shayek Dost headed
home a precise cross from Tufail Shin-
wari, marking Pakistan’s first goal of the
qualifying campaign since Etzaz Hus-
sain’s strike against Afghanistan.

The late goal injected fresh energy into
the hosts, but their comeback hopes
| were dented when Junaid Shah was
forced off injured after all substitutions
had been used, leaving Pakistan to finish
the match with 10 men.

Myanmar held firm to secure the win,
finishing second in Group E with 12
points behind Syria, while Pakistan
exited the campaign with valuable
lessons despite a fighting display.
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POLimport
hill declines
by 6.39 %

The total imports of the
petroleum  group during
July-February (2025-26)
stood at $10,029.633 mil-
lion against the imports of
$10,709.961 million during
the same months of last
year Among petroleum
commodities, the import
of petroleum products de-
clined by 6.23 percent, from
$ 3,959.173 million last year
to $ 3,712.433 million during
the period under review year.
Likewise, the imports of Lig-
uefied Natural Gas (LNG)
decreased by 26.13 percent
from $2,456.205 million last
year to $ 1,814.319 million
while the import of Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
went down by 3.94 per cent
in the first eight months and
stood at $ 696.516 million
as compared to $ 725.078 in
the corresponding period in
2024-25. On the other hand,
the import of petroleum crude
increased by 6.64 percent
from $ 3,569.237 million last
year to $ 3,806.138 million.
Meanwhile, on a yearon-year
basis, the petroleum group
imports witnessed a decrease
of 21.25 percent and declined
to $ 982.850 million during
the month of February 2026
as compared to imports of $
1,248.037 million in Febru-
ary 2025.-APP

Rupee gains
01 paisa
against US
Dollar

ISLAMABAD:The Rupee on
Tuesday appreciated by 01
paisa against the US Dollar in
interbank trading and closed
at Rs 279.15 compared to the
previous day’s closing of Rs
279.16.

According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP),
the buying and selling rates
of the Dollar in the open
market were recorded at Rs
279.45 and Rs 280.1, respec-
tively The price of the Euro a
ainst the rupee decreased by
Rs 0.73 to close at Rs 320.13
from the previous day’s close
of Rs 320.86, according to
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese Yen
remained unchanged and
closed at Rs 1.74, whereas
the exchange rate of the
British Pound witnessed
a decrease of Rs 0.89 and
closed at Rs 368.74 com-
pared to the previous day’s
Rs 369.63. —APP

Gold price
surges further
by Rs 2,800

ISLAMABAD :The prices of
gold witnessed a significant
increase on Tuesday with
the price of 24 karat gold
per tola rising by Rs 2,800
to reach Rs 478,762 as com-
pared to Rs 475,962 on the
previous day According to
the association, the price
of 10 grams of 24 karat gold
also increased by Rs 2,401
to Rs 410,461 from Rs
408,060, whereas the price
of 10 grams of 22 karat gold
went up by Rs 2,201 to Rs
376,269 from Rs 374,068,
All Pakistan Sarafa Gems
and Jewellers Association
on Tuesday. The price of
gold in the international
market increased by $28
to $4,560 from $4,532, the
association reported. Mean-
while, the price of silver per
tola increased by Rs 260 to
Rs 7,784 from Rs 7,524,
while that of 10 grams of
silver rose by Rs 223 to Rs
6,673 from Rs 6,450. The
price of silver in the inter-
national market also in-
creased by $2.60 to $73.00
from $70.40. —~APP

Workshop
promotes tax
compliance
culture

RAWALPINDI: The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
has organized a training
session at the Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) to
promote tax awareness
and encourage a culture
of compliance among
the business community.
Participants engaged in
detailed discussions on
proper documentation,
transparency in financial
matters, and the impor-
tant role of taxation in
strengthening  Pakistan’s
economy The session em-
phasized the need for greater
documentation and formali-
zation of business activities
to build a more prosperous
and transparent economic
future.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Old passenger shade in front of PIMS hospital being demolished for construct the
shade for electric buses stop, in the Federal Capital.
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CPEC-II focuses on
industrial uplift, people-to-
people connectivity: Ahsan

The minister further said that discussions had been held on the China-Pakistan Knowledge Corridor
aimed at ensuring access to quality higher education for the younger generation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special Initia-
tives, Prof. Ahsan Igbal on Tuesday said
that China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) Phase-II would focus on innova-
tion, industrial development, and peo-
ple-to-people connectivity.

Growth corridors, innovation corridors,
livelihood corridors, and regional de-
velopment initiatives would form part
of China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) Phase-II, he said The Minister
said this while addressing annual award
ceremony for outstanding Pakistani
and Chinese staff working on the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
projects here in ministry of Planning,
Development and Special Initiatives
auditorium. Addressing the ceremony,

the minister paid rich tribute to Paki-
stani and Chinese professionals, par-
ticularly engineers, terming them the
true architects of CPEC projects who
worked tirelessly to bring these initia-
tives to fruition. The Minister said an-
nual award ceremony for outstanding
Pakistani and Chinese staff working on
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) projects was not merely a dis-
tribution of awards but recognition of
their spirit of service and dedication.
He also emphasized upon the impor-
tance of solar energy systems and ad-
vanced meteorological systems for Pa-
kistan’s future. Stressing upon human
resource development, he said Paki-
stani students studying in China should
return home and contribute to national
progress under development initia-
tives. The minister further said that
discussions had been held on the Chi-

na-Pakistan Knowledge Corridor aimed
at ensuring access to quality higher ed-
ucation for the younger generation. He
reiterated that Pakistan attached great
importance to its all-weather strategic
cooperative partnership with China.
The Minister recalled that at the launch
of CPEC, Pakistan was facing up to 18
hours of load shedding, adding that it
was China which invested in Pakistan’s
energy sector and helped overcome
the crisis. He noted that over the past
decade, CPEC has played a pivotal role
in Pakistan’s economic development.
“Friends are those who stand by you
in times of need,” he remarked, adding
that without CPEC, Pakistan might still
have been struggling with severe power
shortages. The minister said the agree-
ments signed at the event would give
new impetus to ongoing development
projects and further strengthen Paki-

stan-China partnership.

He highlighted that the geo-political
importance of Gwadar had increased
significantly due to CPEC.

Meanwhile, Chinese Ambassador to Pa-
kistan Jiang Zaidong said that this year
marked the 75th anniversary of diplo-
matic relations between Pakistan and
China. He noted that recent high-level
visits resulted in agreements on CPEC
projects and broader bilateral cooper-
ation. He informed that Deputy Prime
Minister, Ishaq Dar is currently visiting
China and is scheduled to meet Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi to discuss im-
portant regional and bilateral matters.
The ambassador appreciated the steps
taken by Pakistani leadership in the
current situation and reaffirmed Chi-
na’s commitment to further strengthen-
ing bilateral ties for the benefit of both
nations.

Sri Lanka rushes to
solar batteries as
energy crisis bites

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka announced plans on Tuesday to urgent-
ly set up battery storage for solar energy and use it during
the nighttime peak demand currently met by coal and diesel
powered generators. Government spokesman Nalinda Jayatis-
sa said a 50-megawatt battery energy storage system (BESS)
would be launched immediately as part of a 300-megawatt solar
power system. “The Cabinet of Ministers approved a proposal to
set up batteries which will store solar power for 40 hours,” Me-
dia minister Jayatissa told reporters in Colombo. Faced with an
energy shortage due to supply disruptions caused by the Middle
East conflict, Sri Lanka has raised fuel and electricity prices by
as much as 40 percent. Since the United States and Israel began
bombing Iran, triggering retaliatory attacks that disrupted global
energy supplies, Sri Lanka has rationed fuel. Sri Lanka is also ob-
serving a fourday working week, while ordering streetlights and
advertising illuminations to be turned off. Public servants have
been asked to switch to table fans instead of air conditioners,
despite the country facing its hottest period, when daytime
temperatures reach 38C. The Cabinet of Ministers, which met
on Monday, also decided to seek international funding for a
proposed $800 million, 600-megawatt hydroelectricity project
that could become the island’s first pumped-storage power sta-
tion. The Maha Oya project is expected to pump water back
to the reservoir during periods of low electricity demand and
draw from it when demand is high. It is expected to be online
by 2031. Much of Sri Lanka’s electricity at night is currently
generated by a 900-megawatt coal power station and another
1,000 megawatts from diesel generation.—APP

In Beirut’s largest stadium,
displaced PWDs face ‘ordeal’

BEIRUT: In the stands of Beirut’s largest stadium, it is the shouts of children displaced by war that echo, not the songs of
fans. Beneath the concrete steps, more than a thousand people fleeing Israeli bombs on Lebanon sleep in tents, including
around 50 wheelchair users and people with other mobility challenges. The vast sports complex, which opened its doors to
displaced people during the previous war in 2024, is one of the few shelters able to take in people with disabilities, despite
being poorly adapted to their needs.“If there’s a strike, the people around me could run away and leave me behind; I can’t
get up and move if no one helps me,” says 62-year-old Fatima Nazli, who uses a wheelchair. The state has not put in place
any strategy to evacuate people with disabilities, said Sylvana Lakkis, head of the Lebanese Union for People with Physical
Disabilities. “We submitted a policy and proposal” to the government, but “they never listened,” she told AFP. “Every time
there is a crisis, we, people with disabilities pay the price.”Nazli and her husband had to leave their apartment in Beirut’s
southern suburbs, shelled by Israel since Lebanon was pulled into the Middle East war on March 2. They are living in a
tent in a section of the stadium where she is forced to ask Red Cross volunteers for help to get down the flight of steps
leading to the only bathrooms she can access. he couple expects to move to another section of the stadium, where two
access ramps and four accessible toilets were recently installed. In the meantime, Nazli and her husband, Abu Ali, who did
not wish to give his full name, go back to their apartment from time to time to take a shower and pick up clean clothes,
gripped by fear because the neighborhood “could be bombed at any moment” by the Israeli air force. The Camille
Chamoun Sports City, on the edge of Beirut’s southern suburbs, has witnessed the twists and turns of Lebanon’s
troubled history. Destroyed by bombing during the Israeli invasion in 1982 and rebuilt after the end of the civil war
in 1990, it has fallen into disrepair due to a lack of funds for its upkeep. Football legend Pele once trod its turf, and
international sporting competitions have been held there. But the stadium has also served as a warehouse for food
supplies, and Hezbollah held the lavish funeral for its leader Hassan Nasrallah, killed by Israel, there in September
2024. “This place was not built to be lived in,” says stadium director Naji Hammoud, who opened its doors “the next
day” after the first evacuation warnings issued by the Israeli army in the southern suburbs in early March. More
than a million people have been displaced and Israeli strikes have killed more than 1,200 people, including 124
children, Lebanese authorities say. Many displaced people are sleeping on the streets of the capital or in their cars,
and Hammoud wants the facility to take in “as many as possible.” Around the tents, workers are busy renovating the
unsanitary restrooms, installing showers and connecting them to the water supply, and hooking up electricity. “I
can’t wash myself on my own, I need help,” explains Khodr Salem, a shopkeeper from the south of the country, who
has difficulty walking and uses a crutch because of an infection in his leg. “We lived like kings in our homes. Our
life has become an ordeal,” the old man says through tears, sitting on a mattress in his tent. For Lakkis, Lebanon
doesn’t have enough accessible shelters: the few schools able to receive people with disabilities fill up quickly.—DNA

Netanyahu’s move to expand military
service deepens rift within Israel

DUBALI Last week, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu hinted at plans to extend mandatory mil-
itary service as the army grapples with a deepening
personnel shortage amid the war in Iran and inva-
sion of Lebanon According to Israeli public broad-
caster KAN, Netanyahu said plans were in place to
revise conscription laws following the Jewish Passo-
ver holiday in response to Army Chief of Staff Eyal
Zamir, warning that the army could “collapse” if
the personnel crisis is not addressed. Under cur-
rent law, Israeli men serve 32 months of mandato-
ry military service, while women serve 24 months,
with proposals under discussion to extend the term
to 36 months. Conscription laws have previously
exempted Ultra-Orthodox Jewish Haredi Yeshiva
students; however, this exemption has come under
mass scrutiny as Israel has found itself engaged in
an increasing number of wars since October 2023.
In June 2024, the High Court of Justice unanimous-
ly ruled that the state must conscript Haredi Ye-
shiva students and stop funding yeshivas for those
who do not serve, prompting mass protests, defec-

tions and arrests. According to Israeli analyst Ori
Goldberg, Netanyahu’s attempts to expand military
service are likely to reignite the contentious polit-
ical issue within Israel. “The issue of mandatory
military service or military conscription is seem-
ingly important for the IDFs operational strength,
but in reality, that’s not really the case,” Goldberg
told Arab News. “It doesn’t really matter if the IDF
has 5,000 more troops or 10,000 more troops, or
12,000 more troops. It’s a political issue. It’s a po-
litical issue that is perhaps the only real leverage
that any potential opposition to Netanyahu has on
him.” Haredi political parties are a key part of the
government coalition. They are demanding a new
law to secure a blanket exemption and have boy-
cotted parliamentary votes over the proposed law.
According to Goldberg, Netanyahu’s ability to “rein
them in” is one of the most difficult internal politi-
cal battles facing the government — with opponents
keen to capitalize on the fracture. “There’s going
to be real civic upheaval. [ mean, they’re going to
go into ultra-orthodox neighborhoods and arrest

defectors, and they’re going to run into some real
opposition,” he said. “The ultra-orthodox are the
closest thing to actual resistance anyone in Jewish
Israel will offer the authorities.” Goldberg said he
remained pessimistic that any substantial change
would occur, believing the mass conscription of Herdi
students to still be a “farfetched fantasy” commonly
deployed as a political distraction by parties looking to
differentiate themselves in an otherwise homogeneous
landscape. “This isn’t about the actual soldiers, and it’s
not about the actual conscription. It’s about the princi-
ple of the matter, and it’s the only issue that allows Ne-
tanyahu’s opposition to look like an enlightened secular
opposition to fanatics who want nothing more than to
turn the whole country into a biblical theocracy,” Gold-
berg said. “That’s not the case. I mean, all of this is in
many ways is being undertaken to camouflage the fact
that the great majority of Jewish Israelis from whatever
political side of the spectrum you’d like to examine sup-
port what Netanyahu is doing. They support what Israel
is doing. They supported the Gaza genocide. They sup-
port the ethnic cleansing in the territories.—DNA

LONDON: King Charles III
will visit the United States in
late April, Buckingham Palace
said Tuesday, despite some
calls for the trip to be canceled
or delayed amid the Iran war.
Confirmation of the monarch’s
first state visit to the US comes
at a rocky time for the so-called
USUK “special relationship,”
with US President Donald
Trump repeatedly criticizing
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s
reticence over the USIsrael
war against Tehran. The trip
by the king and Queen Camilla
would “celebrate the historic
connections and the modern
bilateral relationship between
the United Kingdom and the
United States,” Buckingham
Palace said in the statement.
It would be followed by an of-
ficial visit to Bermuda which
is a British Overseas Terri-
tory. Washington’s envoy to
Britain, Warren Stephens,
warned last week it would be
a “big mistake” for the visit to
be canceled. The US leader
has repeatedly railed against
Starmer since the start of the
war, accusing him of not doing
enough to support the US.
“This is not Winston Church-
ill that we're dealing with,”
Trump said earlier this month,
after Starmer initially declined
to let US warplanes fly from
UK bases to strike Iran. APP

More than
200,000 fled
Lebano_n for

Syria

GENEVA: More than 200,000
people have fled Lebanon for
Syria since fighting resumed
a month ago between Israeli
forces and Lebanon’s Hezbol-
lah movement, the United Na-
tions’ refugee agency said on
Tuesday. Lebanon was pulled
into the Middle East conflict in
early March when IsraeliUS
strikes killed Iran’s supreme
leader and Tehranbacked
Hezbollah responded by firing
rockets at Israel. Since then,
Israel has struck targets across
Lebanon and sent ground
troops into its neighbor’s terri-
tory. Lebanese authorities say
more than 1,200 people have
been killed. “Nearly a month
after hostilities intensified in
Lebanon, Syria has seen a
sharp rise in people crossing
the border from Lebanon,”
Aseer AlMadaien, UNHCR’s
interim representative in Syr-
ia, told a press conference by
video link from Damascus.
Between March 2 and 27,
“more than 200,000 people
entered Syria through the
three official crossing points,”
she said. “The vast majority —
nearly 180,000 — are Syrians,
including Syrian refugees who
had fled Syria seeking safety in
the past in Lebanon and (are)
now forced to flee again,” she
added. “More than 28,000
Lebanese have also crossed
into Syria,” she told reporters
in Geneva. The figures were
provided by the Syrian authori-
ties and confirmed by UNCHR
officials on the ground, she
said—APP

Expo to underline
Chinese market’s
enduring appeal

BEIJING: The sixth China
International Consumer Prod-
ucts Expo (CICPE) is set to
reaffirm the lasting appeal
of the Chinese market, with
robust international participa-
tion underscoring global busi-
nesses’ continued confidence
in the world’s second-largest
economy. Scheduled to take
place in south China’s Hainan
Province from April 13 to 18,
this expo will see the participa-
tion of more than 3,400 brands
from over 60 countries and
regions, Vice Commerce Min-
ister Sheng Qiuping said at a
press conference. Internation-
al exhibits will account for 65
percent of the total, up 20 per-
centage points from last year.
Since its launch in 2021, the
expo has become an impor-
tant platform for multination-
als to stay abreast of consum-
er trends in China’s gigantic
market, with over 3,800 enter-
prises and more than 12,000
brands from 92 countries and
regions participating over the
past five editions. Sheng not-
ed that the expo has become
a “bridgehead” for highlevel
opening up, with over 230,000
domestic and overseas buyers
participating across the five
expos to date.

“It has opened a fasttrack
channel for high-quality con-
sumer goods from around the
world to enter the Chinese
market, and injected continu-
ous new momentum into up-
grading consumption and un-
locking the potential of China’s
vast market,” he said.

Canada, this year’s guest of
honor, will bring nearly 40
companies to showcase cos-
metics, agricultural products,
pet food and more.~APP
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Experts suggest
Islamabad exploring
Beijing’s role in
facilitating possible
negotiations framework

DNA

BEIJING: China is being
viewed as a potential guar-
antor in any future talks be-
tween Iran and the United
States, as diplomatic efforts
intensify with Pakistan play-
ing an active role in explor-
ing possible frameworks.
According to  Washing-
ton-based scholar Vali Nasr,
Iran has sought guarantees
in any potential agreement
with the US, with indica-
tions that Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar was travelling
to China to explore Bei-
jing’s role as a guarantor.
He noted that such an idea
would likely not be pursued
without being floated with
both Washington and Beijing,
though there was no certain-
ty that China would accept
the role. He added that Bei-
jing was increasingly emerg-
ing as a frontline player in
ongoing diplomatic efforts.
The remarks come as Dar
was visiting China at the in-
vitation of Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, as Paki-
stan steps up diplomatic en-
gagement amid the ongoing
war involving Iran, the Unit-
ed States and Israel.
Pakistan has emerged as a
key facilitator between Iran
and the United States, serv-
ing as an intermediary for
messages between the two
sides as the war continues.
On Sunday, DPM Dar said a
quadrilateral meeting of the
foreign ministers of Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye
and Egypt had called for
an immediate and perma-
nent end to the ongoing
war in the Middle East.

FC man
martyred

in Orakzai

PESHAWAR: A Federal Con-
stabulary (FC) soldier was
martyred in a terrorist at-
tack on a security check post
in Central Orakzai district
on Tuesday. Official sourc-
es said the attack targeted
Kundi Mushti check post,
where militants opened
fire on security personnel.
During the assault, a sniper
shot resulted in the martyr-
dom of Sepoy Zeeshan, who
was serving in the Orakzai
Scouts, 231 Wing.

Security officials stated
that the forces responded
promptly and effectively,
forcing the attackers to flee
under the cover of darkness.
Following the incident, a
joint search and clearance
operation has been launched
in the area by police and se-
curity forces to track down
the perpetrators. - APP

UNRWA chief

seeks probe
into killing
of staff

NEews DESK

NEW YORK: The outgoing
head of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) supporting Pal-
estinian refugees said on
Tuesday he wanted an in-
vestigation into the killing
of nearly 400 UNRWA staff
during the conflict in Gaza.
“I believe that we need to
have a panel ... a highlev-
el panel of experts to look
into the killing of our staff,”
Philippe Lazzarini told re-
porters in Geneva. Speaking
at a press conference on the
last day on the job as UNR-
WA commissioner general,
the 62vyearold Swiss na-
tional condemned the fact
that “more than 390” of the
agency'’s staff had been killed
since the start of Israel’s war
on Gaza in October 2023.

“Many others have sus-
tained life-changing injuries
or have been arbitrarily
detained and tortured,” he
said. He said an investiga-
tion was needed not just
into the killing of UNRWA
employees but also of other
UN staff, stressing: “There
have been other UN col-
leagues who have been also
killed. “And we have to look
also at the extraordinary,
large-scale destruction of
the agency, of UN premises
in Gaza,” said Lazzarini.

Ambassador Rizwan says

Pakistan facilitating
‘complicated” US-Iran talks

He said that Pakistan was actively working to facilitate dialogue
between the United States and Iran amid ongoing regional
tensions, including the closure of the Strait of Hormuz

DNA

WASHINGTON: Ambassador of Pakistan to Washington
Rizwan Saeed Sheikh on Tuesday highlighting Pakistan’s
active role in facilitating dialogue between the United
States and Iran, acknowledged that that process was
complicated with too many moving pieces and noting
that a ceasefire would be a good starting point if con-
flicting parties reach an understanding.

“We are mindful that it is not an easy process. It is a very
complicated matter with too many moving pieces — eco-
nomic, political and security-related... I think in any nego-
tiation process that (ceasefire) would be a good thing to
start with, but it is of course upon the conflicting parties to
reach an understanding there,” the ambassador said in an
interview with a US news broadcaster.

He said that Pakistan was actively working to facilitate di-
alogue between the United States and Iran amid ongoing
regional tensions, including the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz. He expressed gratitude for the confidence
placed in Pakistan by both sides and regional countries
to help mediate the conflict. Highlighting Pakistan’s dip-
lomatic tradition, the ambassador recalled Islamabad’s
historic role in brokering the rapprochement between
China and the United States in the past.

He said recent high-level engagements, including the visit
of three foreign ministers to Pakistan and telephone calls

by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif with global leaders, were
aimed at creating a conducive environment for dialogue.

Asked about the parties involved in the negotiations,
Ambassador Sheikh said that multiple channels of com-
munication were active at different levels, with the prime

minister and Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar personally engaged. He pointed to the recent
movement of ships through the Strait of Hormuz — first
a few and another 20 in the second instance — as a “proof
of concept” that demonstrated confidence-building meas-
ures. Regarding the US President Donald Trump’s public
deadlines, the ambassador noted that Iran was a war-torn
country with disrupted communication channels, making
swift responses difficult. As the previous deadlines had
been extended, Pakistan was working within the current
timeframe, he added. “Diplomacy is a gradual process. It
takes a lot of patient politics that has to morph into deft di-
plomacy. But we should get things moving in the interest of
the broader region faster, we hope, and we are optimistic.”
On the tension between Pakistan and Afghanistan, the
ambassador said that Islamabad had exercised maximum
restraint for over four years and that despite sharing in-
formation on terrorist hideouts repeatedly, no action was
taken from the Afghan side.

“Pakistan is now the largest victim country of terrorism
in the world, with an average of almost three incidents
per day,” he said. “We could not sit back and wait for the
next terrorist attack... The dialogue and diplomacy have
been afforded more than four years. And now we are
only targeting those areas for which coordinates were
repeatedly shared.” He also reiterated that India was
sponsoring terrorism against Pakistan, as “clear finger-
prints” of such involvement were available.

United States Congressmen
praise Pakistan's role

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senior US Congressmen on Tuesday praised
Pakistan’s active role in facilitating peace talks in the Middle
East, particularly its contribution to delivering President Don-
ald Trump’s 15-point plan aimed at ending the ongoing conflict
with Iran. Rep. Jack Bergman, Co-Chair of the Congressional
Pakistan Caucus, commended Pakistan’s leadership for ad-
vancing President Trump’s vision for regional peace. “Strong
partnerships and decisive action are key to lasting stability,”
he wrote on his X timeline. Rep. Ryan Zinke, a member of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, lauded Pakistan’s initiative
in hosting peace talks and delivering the US proposal.

“I applaud Pakistan’s leadership and initiative in hosting peace
talks and delivering President Trump’s 15-point plan for peace
in the Middle East. Bravo Zulu,” he also wrote on X. Last week,
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Ishaq
Dar announced that the indirect talks between the United
States and Iran were taking place through the messages be-
ing relayed by Pakistan. "In reality, USIran indirect talks are
taking place through messages being relayed by Pakistan,"
he revealed on his X timeline. He said that the United States
had shared 15 points, being deliberated upon by Iran. On
March 29, DPM Dar also hosted here the quadrilateral talks
attended by the foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia, Turkiye and
Egypt, wherein they discussed the possible ways to bring an
early and permanent end to the war in the region, besides ad-
vocating dialogue and diplomacy as the only viable pathway to
prevent conflicts. The ministers reaffirmed their unity to con-
tain the situation, reduce the risk of military escalations, and
create conditions for structured negotiations between relevant
parties. Foreign Minister Dar also told the visiting ministers
that Pakistan was very happy that both Iran and the US had
expressed their confidence in Pakistan to facilitate the talks.

Oil down 1% after
report says Trump
open to ending war

Brent crude futures for May down
$1.22, or 1.08%, to $111.56 per barrel

DNA

LONDON: Oil prices reversed course in Asian trad-
ing on Tuesday, paring earlier gains, following a
report that US President Donald Trump told aides
he is willing to end the Iran war without reopening
the Strait of Hormuz. Brent crude futures for May
were down $1.22, or 1.08%, to $111.56 per barrel
at 0210 GMT after rising 2% earlier in the session.
The May contract expires on Tuesday and the more
active June contract was at $105.76.

US West Texas Intermediate futures for May fell
98 cents, or 0.95%, to $101.90 a barrel after hit-
ting their highest point since March 9 in early
trading. Analysts said the fall in prices is a tem-
porary reaction to the idea of the war's end, but
any meaningful change in prices would not mate-
rialise until flows through the Strait of Hormuz
are completely reinstated.

Trump told aides he is willing to end the military
campaign against Iran even if the Strait of Hormuz
remains largely closed and leave its reopening for
a later date, The Wall Street Journal reported on
Monday, citing administration officials.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting on the supply
chain of Petroleum Products and Austerity Measures in wake of current regional situation. — DNA

Lahore court orders Meesha Shafito
pay Rsom to Al in defamation case

Sessions court Judge Asif Hayat delivers reserved verdict
in defamation case filed by Ali Zafar in 2018

DNA

LAHORE: A sessions court in Lahore on Tuesday an-
nounced its verdict in a defamation case filed by singer Ali
Zafar against Meesha Shafi, ordering the latter to pay Rs5
million in damages. Additional Sessions Judge Asif Hayat
delivered the reserved judgement, bringing to a close the
high-profile case. Ali Zafar had filed a defamation suit seek-
ing Rs1 billion in damages after Meesha Shafi accused him

of sexual harassment — allegations he consistently denied.
During the court proceedings, statements of 20 witnesses
were recorded during the trial. The case spanned 284 hear-
ings and saw the transfer of nine judges over the course
of litigation. Zafar had filed the defamation suit in 2018
against Shafi, who had accused him of sexual harassment.
Advocate Umar Tariq Gill, on behalf of Zafar, had argued
that Shafi had levelled false allegations, causing serious
damage to his reputation.

He maintained that no one other than Shafi had ever ac-
cused Zafar of such conduct. He urged the court to allow
the defamation suit and order the defendant to pay damag-
es of Rslbn to the plaintiff.

Advocate Saqib Jilani, who was representing Shafi, asked
the court to dismiss the defamation suit with costs.

In his final arguments, he contended that no concrete ev-
idence had been produced in support of the defamation
claim by the plaintiff. He stated that Shafi had reported
multiple incidents of alleged harassment, and she re-
mained consistent in her statements, despite an extensive
cross-examination by Zafar’s legal team. The counsel said
Shafi cannot be punished for speaking about her own griev-
ance through a defamation suit filed by the plaintiff.

At least 70 Killed
In Haill massacre

UN says its office in Haiti, BINUH,
was closely monitoring events and that
estimates range from 10 to 80 people killed

NEws DESK

LONDON: At least 70 people were killed and 30 injured in
an attack near Petite-Rivi re in Haiti’s breadbasket Artibo-
nite region, a human rights group said Monday, far higher
than official estimates, which put the death toll at around
16. Residents and officials told local media the attack be-
gan in the early hours of Sunday in rural communities
around Jean-Denis, and continued into the early hours of
Monday, with gang members storming the area and setting
homes on fire. The Defenseurs Plus rights group said it es-
timated the violence had displaced 6,000 people. The UN
estimated that more than 2,000 people left their homes
in the days following raids by armed gangs nearby. Police
initially reported 16 dead and 10 injured, while a prelim-
inary report from civil protection authorities said 17 had
died and 19 were wounded, mostly men. A spokesperson
for the UN Secretary-General told a press briefing that the
organisation’s office in Haiti, BINUH, was closely monitor-
ing the events and that estimates ranged from 10 to 80
people killed. He called for a thorough investigation. “The
lack of a security response and the abandonment of Artibo-
nite to armed groups demonstrate a complete abdication of
responsibility by the authorities,” Defenseurs Plus said in a
joint statement with the Collective to Save the Artibonite.
An audio message circulated on social media was attrib-
uted to Gran Grif leader Luckson Elan. In the message,
Elan appears to say the attack was retaliation for attacks
on their base in Savien by a rival armed group.

PDMA issues
GLOFs alert

PESHAWAR: The Provin-
cial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) on Tues-
day issued an alert to the
administrations of five sen-
sitive districts in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa amid fears of
glacial lake outburst floods
(GLOFs) due to changing
weather conditions.
According to the PDMA,
rising temperatures and
ongoing heavy rainfall may
accelerate glacier melting
in the districts of Upper
Chitral, Lower Chitral, Up-
per Dir, Swat and Upper
Kohistan. This increases
the risk of glacial lakes
bursting, which could trig-
ger flash floods and land-
slides in vulnerable areas.
A PDMA spokesperson
stated that district adminis-
trations have been instruct-
ed to take emergency meas-
ures and ensure advance
preparedness. Authorities
have also been directed to
closely monitor sensitive
glacial sites and keep early
warning systems fully oper-
ational at all times.
Furthermore, local ad-
ministrations and relevant
departments have been ad-
vised to conduct evacuation
drills in high-risk areas.
They have also been in-
structed to ensure that des-
ignated evacuation centers
are fully functional and
equipped with necessary fa-
cilities to accommodate af-
fected populations. - APP

Smart
lockdown
opposed

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A proposal to
impose a nationwide smart
lockdown was opposed
after provinces disagreed
with the move during a
high-level meeting of the na-
tional leadership chaired by
President Asif Ali Zardari
in Islamabad, sources told
Geo News on Tuesday.
According to sources, the
meeting reviewed the op-
tion of enforcing smart lock-
downs across the country,
but provincial governments
disagreed with the proposal
and resisted its implemen-
tation at a national level.
The government deliberat-
ed on austerity measures
as it grappled with the dif-
ficult task of safeguarding
livelihoods while manag-
ing the economic fallout of
rising oil prices triggered
by the ongoing Middle
East crisis. The partic-
ipants reaffirmed their
commitment to further
tighten austerity measures
and ensure full implemen-
tation of steps aimed at
energy and fuel conser-
vation, the sources said.
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