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Rs3.2 trillion

housing program . ,.,

Shehbaz Sharif described the “Apna Ghar” initiative
as a sacred obligation of any government,
intended to support the needy who have long
been deprived of the security of homeownership
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ISLAMABALY: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharf on Thursday
Tzunched a Bndmark five-year, #5212 rillion housing program,
al funding the: truction of G000 Bimes nation,
11 L provinde affordable sheber foe low-inconse
citizens, lacking the financial means to build their own hoise
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Govt extends fuel
subsidy for bikers

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbax Sharil on
Thursday approved a ene-month extension i fuel
subsidy for motoreyelists, public transport operators,
and goods transporters to sustain relief measures
amid economic pressures linked to the Middle East
crisis. The premier also cled that increases in
passenger and freight transport fares be prevent-
wed, the PM's Office said in a statement,

Whille the ion of relief

the prime minister stated that elfective monitoring of
piliic welfare initiatives must be ensured to directly
benefit deserving individuals, He further said that
the federal government, in collaboration with provin-
cinl governments, provided a nntional relief package

¢ worth billions for the public under difficull cireum-

stances and will continue 1o extend possible sup-
port. PM Shehbaz added that providing relief to the
common man remains the government's top priority,
stressing that the public will not be left alone.

He also expressed hope that conditions in the region
would improve soon, allowing for stability in petro-
lenm product prices sl easing economic pressure
on the public. Earlier this month, PM Shehbaz Shae
rif unveiled n fuel subsidy scheme for motorcycles,
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LHC Bar challenges
' transfer of IHC judges

' Petition, filed under Article 183(3) of Constitution,
contends that transfer of judges is contrary
to Article 2A and lacks transparency

PTI leaders
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e Faisal SHEIKH
- ISLAMABAD: After skipping Adiala jail

visits for two consecutive weeks, PTI
lesders on Thursday managed to reach
the prison for & meeting with incarcer-
. ated party founder Imran Khan, which
was once again denicd. The Islamabad
High Court {IHC} has allowed Imran
twiceaweel meetings — on Tissdays
and Thursdays — with his family, law-
yers sl other associates. Despite
court orders, Imran's meetings with the
fnmily and the party leaders have been
¥ resiricied. While Imran's sisters
continue o show up at the jail on Tues-
days, party leaders were nowhers to be
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PESHAWAR: DAlghan Tals
han carried out shelling
the Angeor Adds area of
South Wagiristan, tal
a civilian seitlement al
the Fak-Afghan bord
curily sources s
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Medical Cficer Die Ashing
confirmed that five injused
individaals, mcluding three
, were brought to
pital for treatment,
the security sources added,
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Pak-Afghan
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Istanbul
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Middle East issue

Iran, US continue
war of words on

Strait of Hormuz

The US Central Command has requested
deployment of the Army s Dark Eagle
hypersonic missile system to the Middle
East for potential use against lran
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office Spokis-
person Tahir Andrabi said on Thursday
that Pakistan is muintaining susiained

nei {in March 2026)

war and a 2
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closure or restriction of the Strait as a key
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with both aivil
Tehran to support desscalation and
censefive efforts. “The clock of negoti-
ations has not stopped,” he said while
addressing a weekly briefing in Islam-
abad, He described ongoing mediation
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Lawyer seeks Khan release
on humanitarian grounds

Chief Justice Sardar
Muhammad Sarfraz Dogar
questioned whether the
petitioner was willing to
settle the matter conclusively

MenTas Pirzang

TSLAMARAD: Coumsel for former prime

minister Immn Khan on Thursday
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the lsdamabad High Court (IHC) to consid-
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Continued on Page 06

enggements ance agam sub
stamtiate: Pakistan's repeated
stance regarding abject fail
ure of Afghan Taliban Regime
1o emsane effective bomler
management on their

Govt hikes
petrol price

by Rs6.51

DNA
ISLAMABAL:

The gover-

ment raised on Thursday the

prce: of jutrd by [
liige amd that of b
diesel (HSD) by Relfs
Fellowing the merease, I'Iu

price of petml stands at
= etz and HSIY's
. The Petroke | relations to a breaking point.
pess ek | | AL the heart of the isse e
nitifying the merease said | | gionnl politics amd bilateral

the new prices would be o | | Trann
fective Trom May 1. Petrol
i mostly wsed I private
transport,  snall - vehices,
rickshaws and twoswh
and has a direct bearing on
the budget of the middle
il lwermiddle class High
spond disel is namly used
in the heavy transport sec

tor and for large ﬂr“rr.lll'.m

position. The LA
aligned with Western and 1
edly gremn e

Tengions escalated further

Axsar M Buarmi

N a development that could significantly ne

jun um.un,— Ilrmhd (FICLL
ment has b
rmbination of g

which has taken @ firm
tonal nllic
sy wilh Pakistan's posture
tribsited foa netic
matad and Aba Dhakd.

cently asked Pakistan o retuen over
s held with the State Bank. Pal
il returned the fumds,

ineocal dev
new priased

Jna
itius ha

nmumications land:

innt Etialat s Etisalat, howe

remining uneesolved. aymh In
o frdction that has de
Whe

a complex mix of re
strain, The ongoing

has rep al appe :-.-II a8 urc».nh.-nl ¥
Bans

khrama exre

oy o th
L gt calt cor L
and e=tahlish & merit
slepa were withdrawing

when the UAE re
&4 hitlion

tan
the move

ars (o have decpencd mistrust rather than

tisalat i
imately SEO million that has run.llm-d
id since the privatization of FTCL in 20
v, has consistently maintain

24 hroader pattern
relatinship
r PTCL i 200

seputation as an upright asi
leader who s aght Lo hring disciphine and

mong his hl.lll
cial vebicles from influ-
ential figares, incloding the [|\g-n T

1. Pakiat <n| clals wh

sistan
the

1hat

is olten des

Al Lelecom

Hewever, his

ghe in an incee
Customers froquently
= aervice, slow complaint resoluth

minister, and removing politcally appotated

A

s of privileges, reportedly mobileed a
ally, Bamakhrama was remiey

Clls
Hn WS SHCCE ril.l‘ hy Walid Irshaid, whm; cnure

ribed by critics asa period ¢
Eeown for & miore lavish and acoomanc

Tl
II||>-|'|n|.l| by the shifting privrithes,
d, P’I

UAE Telecom giant Etisalat may exit Pakistan

There is a growing sentiment among some industry observers that PTCL performed better when it was under
government control. While it may not have been perfect, it was seen as more stable and aligned with national
priorities. The privatization, once hailed as a milestone, is now viewed by some as a missed opportunity
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ir power remains foundational
prerequisite for success

In his concluding remarks, Air Marshal Asim Suleiman (Retd), President, CASS Lahore,
emphasised that the character of warfare is changing, with air domain as the primary
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DG NAB listens
to 450 complaints
at open court

National Accountability Bureau (NAB) Lahore Director
General Mirza Faran Baig on Thursday chaired a monthly
open public hearing and listened to complaints of
citizens, promising prompt redress and strict action
against those involved in corruption and fraud
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0il & Gas
Regulatory Authority

PETITION FILED BY SUI NORTHERN GAS PIPELINES LIMITED (SNGPL) FOR

DETERMINATION OF [TS ESTIMATED REVENUE REQUIREMENT (ERR) /
PHES(HBEI] PHICES FOR E ‘|r 2026-2?

SNGPL AND SSGCL STARTING FROM FY 2026-27.

CASENO : 1
RESCHEDULING OF PUBLIC HEARING
Petition Filed by Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
for Determination of its Estimated
Revenue Requirement (ERR)/ Prescribed Prices for F.Y.

26-27

This Is in continuation of OGRA's earller Publlc Hearing Mofices published in the natlonal press on
15-04-2026 and public hearing held on 21-04-2026, Due to prevailing uncertainty arising fram the ongoing
Gulf crisis, including disruptions in gas supply, the public hearing was adjourned. In this regard, SNGPL has
submitted its Revizad ERR Pefition for FY 2026-27 on 27-04-2026. Breakup of projected Revenue
Requirement of natural gas is tabulated below:

Description
Projected Gas Sales Volume (BBTU) 282,828
Cost of Gas 393,900
‘Dperating Costincluding HA cost & Others 46,750
Financing Cost for Working Capital 1,132
Depreciation 29,367
Retum on Assets 39,022
‘Subsidy for LPG Air-Mix Projects 445
Prior Year Shartfall 7.240
UFG Adjustment (750)
Other Dperating Income {35,988)
E il for FY 2026-27 481,118
Average Prescribed Price w.e.f July 01, 2026 (Rs./ MMBTU) 1,701.10

Besides above, RLNG cost of service has been claimed at Rs. 68,344 million (i.e. Rs. 382 Z9/MMBTL) for
FY 2026-27, that shall form part of RLNG sale price 1o be determined by 0GRA undar Section 43(B} of DGRA
Ordinance, 2002 for RLNG consumers, The Authority, therefore has decided to reschedule the Public
Hearing according to the date. time and vanua mentioned balaw:

Date : May 12, 2026 (Tuesday) | Time : 10:30 am. | Venue : Pearl Continental (PC) Hotel Lahore

Copy of the Revised Petition availabbe on OGRA's official website i.e. www.ograog.pk. The interested
parties may attend the Public Hearing in persen or through Zoom Link applicatien via Registrar's Offlce
E-mail {registrar@aogra.org, pk),

CASE NO.2

Stakeholder’s Consultative session on UFG study for
Determination of UFG Benchmark for
SNGPL and SSGCL starting from FY 2026-27

Unaccounted for Gas (UFG) is the difference between net volume recelved and delivered in particular year
and = benchmarking has a major impact on gas pricing and efficiency of Gas Transmission and
Distribution Companies. DGRA is carmying out a study for determining and fixing the UFG benchmarkis) for
the gas ull|l|)’ companies i e, SNGPL and SSGCL for next five years, starting from DERR 2026-27 through &
M's KEPMG. The drafl report submitted by Mis KPMG can be dovwnloaded from DGRA's
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wr Khan m estab
APP

Dr. Mubamms
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wiehsite or can be obtained from Registrar Office on payment of charges.

In this regard, the Autharity is pleased to schedule the Stakeholder's Consultative Session according to the
date, time and venue as mentioned below,

Date : May 12, 2026 {Tuesday) | Time : 12:30 pm. | Venue : Pearl Continental (PC) Hotel Lahore
il & Gas Regulatory Autharity invites all |i|l@rasied.aﬂecled persona/parties and general public to fumish
their and i requests before May 12,2026. All comespondence in this
connection n‘n)‘ be dddrusasd ln Senior Registrar, 0GRA and should contain the names and addresses of
applicant. The interveners must indicate the manner in which they are fikely to be affected by the instant
daterminations of the Authority. Intervention request can be filed along with a copy of receipt faa amounting
to Rs. 500/~ iSubmitted through OGRA Onfine payment systam available on s official website) accompanisd
by an affidavit verifying the contents of the intervention. Copy of the KPMG draft repert can be downloaded
fram DGRA's website,

All parties to the proceedings, stakeholders, general public and interested / affected persons are haraby

informed of the above proceedings, The interested parties may attend the stakeholders consultative
session In person or through Zoom Link application via Reglstrar's Office E-mall (reglstrar@ogra.arg.pk).

Raheela Mustafa
Senior Registrar,
0il & Gas Regulatory Authority

37-Mauve Area, Service Road South, G-10/4, Islamabad
Phone: 051-9108889, 0313-5065588 , 051-9108890-98 (Ext-123)
Website: www.ogra.org.pk

Public Service Message:
e Sl Ll G 8 el T e 1S Sl g e S e
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undeveloped after 2 decades

more serious turn, with allottees calling upon the Prime Minister and the
Chief_lu‘atice of Pakistan to take suo motu notice of the situation. They are demanding an independent
inquiry into the alleged nexus between land mafia groups and officials within the housing authority
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Jordan Dr. Maen Khreagat in a meeting with the head of Islamabad
Research Institute Ambassador Jauhar Saleem. DNA
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Green finance, climate-linke
investment coop discussed

The Finance Minister highlighted Pakistan’s ongoing efforts to strengthen its climate and development
framework, underscoring the importance of translating policy priorities into well-structured and
actionable initiatives
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Friday sermons on unity

and MN5|I=ikh assuciated with the Natwnal Paighamee-Aman L:.mn\lllu‘ [NI‘.’\L] an |'|’|urx|b\' fL|I\']
n of Pakistan's victory in Marka-e-Han

| that Friday seemns across the country wind focals o unity. Bredhehad, and nat -nal mh‘. o This AN HoUnCement was
| made during & seminar hebd at |amia Magjid Marhaba in Rawalpisdi, where Peime Minkster's € NPAC,
Hafiz Muhampiad Tahir Mhmorsd Ashrafi, addrossed ||ar||u|aunrs and hlsehll,(hh lewy national develnpments Ae.
| companying with Hafiz Tariaq Mehme , Manlana Naoman [fashir,
\-‘:||'|1. Shahhaz n'\hm;d M)luhln IIaIe i

1. of a strang defence, stating that the respoase of the

global standing and digeity, He alleged that the adversary
in Pahalgam without credibls cvids ding that Pakdstan
d Il‘nsugh diph ing Pakistans
| growing international cn_uluhalu ¥, .‘\-\Imqlu sairl the country bl eneryed as a peace-promoling state, felerring Lo its role
an facilitating dulegue betweon the United States and Trean. He paid tribote 1o Prime Minister Shebhaz Slarl and Chisel
of Army Staff and Chief of Defence Frrces Syed Asim Mugie for theie leadership in streagtheaing sational defence asd
safegganrding the country’s interests. Urging unity, Ashrafi called on the nation o stand shaaldor to shaulder with the
| armed forces to reinforce Pakstan's strength and stability. He reilemted that th ial Friday sermons, to be delivered
uitsmwide, weald emphasize unily, imtersect harmony, brotherhaor, and collective responsibitity in safeguirding
Pakistan's sovereignty and peace, Alao addressing the gathering, Hafiz Tarsg Mebmood and Miifti Zabid Man
1 underacored the mmportasce of ueity and national cohesion, whi ping fich trbuto to the Pakistan Army for its
role in safeguarding the conatry and ensuring peace At the cenclusion of the seminar, Dlems and Mas-
haikh offered prayers fur peace, progress, and prosperity of the nation and the country, —DNA
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May Day or Mere Display?

Murasnsn Mossiv fggal

MY 1 arrives ench year |ike hwnek-a ghihal emblem of sclidanty with the
[working class, Im cties and twns across the world, governments declare 2
puablic: hokdy, Servets fill with rallies, bansern fer with fio
zeminars ocho with passionate speeches, and official declamtions phodae undying
commikment to wordcers” rights. The air ings with calls agaist e-xpluulum-‘mwkrn
af the world, unite!” “Fair wages, not gast promises?” Yet beneath the poise of these
wielhrobesrsed rituabs lies 3 piercing, uneomiortable question: Can the penuine sspirs
tans of warkers evor b fulfilked through nwne spembofsm—throgh oneday manches,
photooqs in aieconditioned halls, and lofty spoches Mt Tade by rvening? This is no
irle shetaric. It cuts b the heart of a society that daims to henor lbor whiks spstem
atically undervaluing e hands, minds, ad houss that keey it rusning Who, in Lruth,
14 i worker? O nareow lees oo alten comfines Uhe teem o the Bctory Doar, the oo
atruction aite, or the dusty folde—those perdorning visiblo, heckebrealing physical toil.
But the: real dofiitioe is far broader and momn: worer i anyone who brdes
time, Ealent, sweat, of intefkect for wages or salary. The office cerk gocd to spreadsheets
il late by, the tescher shapamy young: meeds n undertonded dissmons, the jur
st chiasng storles thiviagh fhe night, the shopkeeper balincan ledgers by lantern
Tight, the mirso an double shifts n sercrowded wars, the driver navieating chaot
roads for i messger fam—all ane workers, Their coflective labor ods the machinery of the
econeny and sustains the very fabric of cvilized fife. Withoot them, no mdustry thrves,
s guvernment functions, oo soecely stinds. And yet m ndurn for this mdepensable
uuﬂn‘mlum their reality i oo aften oo of quit despesation, Infltion does sl gaise
dar Mg Diayr s, Pricos dfinh slostlossty—food, fi
schiol fees—while wayes memain frogen in tine. A single day’s labor, once enmigh o pot
medest meals on the table, pow bandy covers ane. Cansider the hasic digrity of ste
nances & worker retuens hime exhastid, body aching from bours of coatinsms effoet,
] misst pepbontisls energy for the next dawn, Three square mesals o day, dean wator,
a podl that desces ot sk, tramspont fo thie workpleoo—these are ot honiries; they are
survival. For millioes, however, they hawe hecomee umattainable dresms. Families shrink.
portiens, skip medioil cane, pull chidnen from schod, or sink 3 b st b
e gaingy. Thee gap b whiLa wocker whak b or she
‘wither wilh ewery passing nwonth, turning bonest tod istoa trp of perpetual poverty, The
vt sector |-1mln an oven darker p. Iur\' Thku the e uuium‘,—m.mnsfn-m farkes
wision channed: are olies the
mest wimeged the nwhu: Jruarnafests whie ris |h_|r alety to repart an fciony strikes,
st probeests, ar corpore greed fregaently o weonths witheut 3 sy menement.
Paymsenta are dedayed foe woecl, sometines moetls, Overtene & epocted as tootine,
ot rewaerlend, Loswes are unpuid, bealth comerage is 3 nogth, and job security hasgs by
a thread. On May 1, the same reporters who file stores on workers' right= sit in news.
o wandering if their own pext paychock will arrive. Their voices, wich ampliy the
wudoeless, remain strangely sient on thedr own explotation, Wi, aftee all, will listen to
e nesseiger when the messipe ibsell is incoovenset The ansis theater of May Day—
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elipmit stages, rehearsed shogas, revolutionary poetry tecited under chandeliers—as
beonimi: & hiollow spectacle, Leaders in crisp attie praize the dgnity of labar, 4 returm
b0 cffices wheee e very guants ot ther gates eaen ke than the ot of one catencd
Iussch The woer does not pobuse or ashiags. e dernod g
e that kavep pace with inflation, contrcs that are honared, sadety ﬂuu-w«;mmmmlmu
o dhesath oo e oy, sl tresatment that scknosdedyes his bimanity esther than tresting
him a5 dispasible machinery. The mmy deepens with the pebiic holiry b, For the
dailywage: Wharer—the mastn miting cement ak sunres, the st weodoe pshing his
cart, the helper unlcatling trockesMay 1 & nat a day of rest but of hunges. No weorc
s i pey The hofiday dockred in thoir same robs them of their cely incomse for
that day. Sovall shogloopers shatter their stons, informal workers ke progos bours,
and po compenstony mechanism exists. The very symbal of sobdary becomes, for
the mest vulnerable; ancther furm of deprivation. [= this fstin? Or s it perormative
empathy thal costs the poaverful nothing while purshing those who cn les afford i?
Resal chaamge demands we atandon thetorke and embesce dpvens, enforoestio actioa.
Gowernments st kagslate & tna [ving wage—cew that is subonstically indeed to infls-
tiom, resviewet annually by independent econemic boards, and applied anifemly acvss
public and private sectors. Anmul increments for both skilfled and neskilled workers
shuuld be marrdatory, nel sptikmal Sreoes granted by benevolent employers, Tinsdy jage
ment o wapes st becoee o son-negotiabie lewsl duty, with biy penshics
Inchideg ||||L1\.-|l bl i it fi fepeat
Lahar. ame resobved within weeks, not years.
"zmn.uhram'nhem is due o everlooked sectons medi, healthcare, edomtion, trams-
part, il thee vt infrtesal ecomoney; These workers mmust be explctly covens] anler
conprehensive bbor bws, ladependent labor conmissives—ree from political interfes
ence—ahoudd be empowened to conduc surpese inspections, audt jayrolla, imestiste
camydints, anel imposs switl sanctions. Trade anives, Gar nam being sappressel, mast
e serepgthened and jven pensing seats at palicy bbiks:, Sochl seaumiy nels—umiversl
heslth insammnce, pensin schemes, naternity benefits, and subsidized hinsing-need
urgedt expansaon and assparcal defvery, reaching even the senallst workshop or
homehased worter, For thoee dailywngs: il ifarmal ks who ML T
peihlic holidays, 2 dedicated compessatery fund should he established withoat delay.
Financed through egpal cantributions from emypkers, lirge indizstries, and the state,
it wertld emsne that oo laborer s penalined foe 2 day meant 1o hanoe him, This siege
megsure Wb transform May Day from a day of ks into a day of gomiine solidarit
Eslamy, our guidieg Tight, has never trated these issues as aptional. The rights of work:
ers arc mt modern imventions bt dvine commands. The oly Proghet Muhammad
{eace: be upan him) dechmed with crysal darity: *Pay the Iiborer his wages befare his
sweat dras” This simghe Hadath s completee darter of Bibor gestioe—moce homane
i ungent than man mmmran:'latu codes. The Quran repeatedly commsands Adl
st d hean (kind sctions, vs] ith the weak and the toing.
Exgboitation is cosdemmed s f grave sin: timely; ir compensstion i an act of woeship.
Our socety, which celebates May Dy with Ganfiare: yed gmires these eternal principles,
sxamis in slark contradiction Lo its eam penfessed faith.
Thse: wueking class has waited loag enoigh, They have manched, dusted, and hoped
Ilu\:u;h conntless M:cy Thys. Whul thew need nimw i nit anather mond of dedartions
i lws, it . i and real bty for those who e
|.l..u( \\Mp:smml wefleed wearth, Ds.unv st be dady, nat deceralive.

The Contradictions at the Heart of America’s Iran War

Qamar Bashir

Testimony from Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth,
delivered under sustained
questioning from
lawmakers in Washington,
D.C., combined with
emerging reporting and
prior briefings, su%gests
that the war has been
driven less by a unified
strategic vision and more
by shifting d|usuf1cat10ns
and disputed assumptions.
What should have been a
straightforward explanation
of objectives, costs, and
outcomes lnstead became
an exercise in dEﬂECtlDIl
leaving mf,imbers of :
ongress, policy experts,
and the public with more
uncertainty than answers
at a moment when clarity
is urgently needed One of
the most striking issues to
emerge from the hearing

cent Pentagon hearing on the |ran war, held
.\||nl 20, 2026, befare the House Armed Ser
vices Commiittee, was expected (o being carity o
i o the most comsequential military decisions in re-
cent 115, history. Instead, it revealed A pattem of contra-
dictions, evasions, apd inconsistencics that raise serious
yestions abuat the coherence of the policy itsell,
estimony  from Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth,
delmvered under sustained questionmg from lavmak-
ers in Washington, D.C., combined with emeriing re
porting and prior bricfings, suggesis (hat the war hag
been driven less by a unified strategic vision and more
h" ahifting justifications and disputed sssumptions.
What should have heen a zsIr.ml,hl’f-| rward explanation
of abgectives, costs, and outcomes imstead became an
exercise in deflection, leaving members of Congress,
policy experts, and the public with more uncertainty
than answers al 8 moment when clarily is urgently
needed One of the most striking issues o emerge
[romn the hearing was the fack of agreement on the
finangial ¢ost of the war. The Pentagon's afficial eati-
mate piaced the total expenditure a0 apprummalnty
$25 hillion, a figure that the Secretary

its legitimacy. Further complicating the narrative
is new information indicaling that key risks asso-
ciated with the war were clearly identified hefore it
began. Aceording te reporting, Dan Caine warned
that a LLS, attack on fran could prompt retaliation
in the form of closing the Strait of Hormuz, eng
of the world's most vital shipping lanes. Military
assessmenls indicated that fran pesscssed the ca
pability to deploy mines, drones, and missiles
diseupt of ghut down the strait. President Dogald
Trump was aware of these risks but chose tn pro-
ceed, operating under the assumption thal Iran
would either capitulate quickly or that the United
States could easily manage any escalation, In reali-
v, neither oulcome materialized, Iran did not back
down, and the Strait of Hermoz quickly became a
ritical leverage point, contributing to global en-
ergy instability and cconomic disruption. This se
quenge der ales that the 25 N0W
being faced were ool wnforeseen accidents but
rather foreseeable oulcomes that were conscious-
ly discounted in the t\]\l(l]l making process. The

of these have alse heen

e}

s comprehensive, However, mcmhcn-clrt.llll.!.ru:s
guickly chaltenged this number, arguing that it fails
to accaunt for a wide range of additional costs,
including Il ol dest

long-term operational commitments, and bhroader
coonomic consequences. Some cslimates present-
ed during the hearing ssuuztssdul that the true cos
could reach or g el $600 hillion, with Amel

ly hearing an annual hurde
$5,0(4), The Secretary did not provid
# detailed rebuttal or breakdown 1o counter th
claims, mstead redirecting the discussion toward
the hypothetical L of allvwing Iran to acquire
nucledar weapons. Thia response, while thetorically
compelling, left unresolved the central question of
how much the war 15 actually costing and whether
those costs are lxuuz transparently communi
Lo the public. The
mirrored by an cqual I significant o ontradiction in
the stated justification fnr the war. AL its outset,
the conflict was framed a8 a necessary response
Lo an imminent nuclear threat posed by Trin,
characterization that implied wrgency and imme
ate danger. Yet during the hearing, the Secretar
asserted thal lran’s nuclear program had been ef-
fectively “obliterated,” suggesting that the threat
had already been neutralized, \z‘lu:n pressed o
reconcile these positions, he shifted the rationale
nnee again, arguing that Iran's ambition to devel-
op nuclear weapons J\lsl]}‘]td continued military

felt at the operational level, most. notably in the
case of a deone attack on a 118, base in Kuwait
that resulted in the deaths of six American soldiers
and injuries tn more than thirty ethers. Testimony
during the hearmg revealed that the base had heen
assessed as valoerable and difficult (o defend, with
redquests for additienal prolective systems reports
edly going unfulfilled. Survivors described the hase
g even basic drone defense capabilities,
a characterization that stands in stark contrast to
the Secretary’s assertion that maximum defensive

had been implh pi. The disparity
nggesis that known risks
ssed, raising serious con-
el under
The loss of hife o this instance
cores the tangible human cost of strategic
miscalculations and highlights the gap between of
ficial assurances and operational realities. Beyond
individual imcidents, the war appears to be part of
a hroader expansion of LLS, military activity across
multiple regions. Reports indicate that under the
current administration, the United States has e
gaged i more than twenty military interventions
spanning Africa, the Middle East, Latin America,
and the Pacific. In one inslance, operations were
conducted aoross three continents within & span of
just three days, illusirating the scale and intensity
of thi: L"den[lt_’l posture. This global engagement
has heen accompanied by a significant rise m civil

action. This progrs threat w
neutralized capability to future ambition-reveals 3
lack of consistency that undermines the credibiliy
of the war’s original premise. A conflict justified
on the hasis of immediate necessity cannol easi-
ly be sustained on the grounds of speculative in-
tent without raising fundamental questions ahout

ian casual , with estimales suggesting that more
than 2,000 civiliang have heen killed during the
current term. In Iran alone, reported deaths range
from approsimately 170D to over 2,500, including a
substantial number of children,

e particularly controversial incident involved &
strike on A school, which reportedly dted in mass

civilian casualties, et remains officially classified
as onder investigation. | i
SPONSCS TAisEs GuesLic

rl 0t wnllm the [ mh-'{
nents remain fimite
Lawmahers hluhhzhitd it fuel and food costs,
linsking them to disruglions in glob rgy markels
and braader geopolitical ingtahility. Some estimates
suggest that the economic rippbe effects of the war
are contributing to & significant financial burden on
American houscholds, further intensifying concerns
4h||ul |hu trie cosl of the conflict,  Despite these
he Pentagon did not present a comprehen

analysia of domestic economic impacts during
llu: hearing, leaving & critical dimension of the war's
pscruences largely unexplored. This absence is
abie, particularly given the historical precedent of
) for the §ac
conflicts. Throughout

cretary’s responses (o quests
nquiries were freque
while requests for specific data wiere often redirected
twward hroader strategic arguments. This approach
may have heen intended 1o maintain flexibility in
messaging, but it also contributed to g perception
of uncertainty and lack of clarity. When confrented
with contradictions, the responses tended (o shift
rather than resolve them, reinforcing the impres-
sion that the underlying strategy itseil may not he
Tully ¢oherent, The mahility to provide cléa
sistent answers on key issues such as cosl, justifi-
calion, and operational decisi 15 CONCErns
ahout the extent to which the war is being guided
by awell-defined plan. Taken together, the evidence
presented during (he heanng and i suhsequent
reporting gpoints tooa conflicl that lacks & stahle
foundation. The war was liunched despite clearly
articulated risks, justified through evolving and
sometimes contradictory arguments, and sustained
without a transparent accounting of its costs, [is
consequences-mililary, economic, and humanitar-
Ian—continug to expand, even ag the rationale for
its continnation remains uncertain. AL its core, the
conflict appears Lo rest on an unresobved question:
whether it was initiated to counter an immediate
threat or o prevenl a polential fulure o,
distinction ia critical, 25 it shapes not only the justi-
fication for the war but also the criteria by which its
suceess o failure will uitimately be judged. 17 the
war is mdeed hased on assumptions ahout future
antentions rather than concrete evidence of present
danger, then its premise is inherently unstable, and
it Jong-lerm majectory uncertain.

~The writer is Press Secretary to the President
(Rud) Former Press Minister, Embassy of Paki-
atan to France Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC | Macomb, Michigan

The Hands That Build, Yet Remain Unseen

Dr. Ahmed Zaman Jamali

1 We celebrate 1st May every year.
Deliver speeches and repeat the
slogans and promises. 1st May is not
just a symbolic day for remember-
ing the sacrifices offered by labors
on the roads of Chicago in 1986
for eight hours day working time
and other labor rights. This trans-
formed labor rights from local to
global cause and told the world that
dignity at work place is rght not a
privilege. This is the day for Unfor-
tunately, after more than a century
it's being celebrated just as symbol
in countries like Pakistan with low
spirit and limited to speeches and
promises in rallies. No result and
no change are being observed
in miserable working conditions
and lives of workers. Dignity of
millions worker is at stake. — Pa-
kistan, in many ways, presents a
worrying picture

1E way we measure developmenl is ¥ery mronic.

leya prajects ke high multistery buildings

aned growing economic indicatans as criteria of devel
opment withaut remembaering the work farce whie made them
prssibile i mot jerstified. The babor whe works under 3 hurning
sum, the woman stitchis garments in dim lights, the trmers
warking m agriculture felds ane nol just moges of poverty,
ey ame the basis and fimdation country deve
We celebeate 16t May every vear. Dliver
peat the slogans and promises. Tst May is not just 2 smbalic
day far remembermy the sicefices olfersd by labors va the
reds al Chicaro in 1986 for eight boursy day working Lime
and ather labor rights, This transformed laboe cights from
Tocal o ghobal cavse and told the wordd that dienity at wark
s i right net i privilege, This is the day for U

realities ol survival, Consequences shuukd nol be comsidered
on midwadmls’ level but an society = wh A generation
il of education means missed & potentil in that gen-
i iom in work force & about teenty
ice Pakistan in lowest mank countries
in this regand. Wirking women are Eicioy multple worglace
fsusus ke brsment, slety standards, low wages. Home
base sector women face many chillenges which are langely
neit visible. Thear contributivas remain unrecognized and on-
paid alse. Social and cultural harriers restrict their mobility |
etk them vilnesable for abuss with no raght of report. Bond
el babanar i plobally recrgmnized form il modereday slivery, s
persistent and ignoned human rghts in Pakistan. More than
millicn v = ane victim of this trap and palicy refarms and
emin meffective i tis regard,

aftier mnne than a century 1% beimg celebrated ust as g
bel i conntries like Pakistan with low spiri i

spsches and promsises i rallies. Na re are
being ahserved in miserable working conditions and Tives of
warkers. Dignity of millions worker is at stake. Lahor rights
suichs ae wagtes, wocking hours, verupational sy, and the
raght to assembly ane Litution, Legal rvamc-
wark and laws exist i
with internaticeally sligned fegal provi
val enlircement are meaningless. A majr porton seventy
thnse percent workdorce = empkped in informal economy
et comtracts, and

:«-rlml}‘ The wuri:\‘r’ure misre: sulnerable in context of their
rights vicdation. Accordimg o |,1 pe Right Index 2024 report
i Sl

5 that reflects fanlts and gaps in labor lws cof it

realitios ano worse than these statistics. Child babour is nor-
mal phenpmencn and deeply roated in sociay. Mare than
twehe million children are part of econamic activities. This
is et ondy due b poverty bul reflects structural faihre als,
Heusehold awners hire chidren by choice and esse, It's 4 life
sentence of missed opportunities for childeen. Their diay aro
spent in wirkships, hemes, and fids, often ander haznas
comditions, They are exposed to mental and physical abuse,
Basic right of Education rephaced by difficalt conditions and

As per NCHR repurt Pakistan aarrently nmk-c 18tk globally

and Ath in Asis and the Paciic ea the © Shavery [ndex,
underscorivg the urgency of systamic actio }‘-‘l.n,l«n s brick
kil industry, vee of the misl pervasive s rregulated

sectors chamcterized by banded lboar, Brick kiln indastry is
amn examphe of this o crmday sbeiery, Workes ane Lrapped m

ayele af debt saffer ke bonded labor. Wrking conditioes are

nomenc, Anvlher factor is litte or ni space for laboar rghts
in pukiticnt discourse. Belectueal politics i bargainies activity
in comtest of incentive aml suppert, You will be given mpor
tance acconing b vote you have in yoar hasket, As 8 resuli,
wnrkers are heing considered as input commeodities rather
than shareholders. Bonding between hisiness infensds and
piokitical powier masde sitmtion more unfivorble foe workers.
Anather important but ignored sspect & the lck of awnreness
ameng warkers reganding their oghts. A majer propartion of
the warldurce: memains upawars of hhour rghts. This = not
amexpectinl but reault of system full, Laboor rghts ane
it anel less elfective

eved. Loyl process for gain-
show, lengthy, complex and financially unsf
difficult for wemen due to minos representation,
Tack of genter sensitive mechanism, sical stgns. This envi
soament discourages reporting tat minus the opportunities.
Recurtly ementing ghobal covmomic fiekds and emplopment
tremds like gig economy, digtalzatios and Irev hncing ane
making conditions mare complex for workers. Freslncers
and delivery personnel are wirking withool legal and for
nual contescts, joh ami aocial security and not part of labour

vary poat anid kiln owners use outdated aml
hazardous technalogy and materials acress coumtry, Wirkers
reside with families on sie and expesed to Lsic smokes of
rubber, plastic and sed oil as fuel, Palluted az. makes them
sufferer respitatory diseases. Progrant wonsen are sl high
cink, D1 e oustatod onl sining motheds has bean ceusings
disvers. Many warkers lose Eheir lives crery yoar. Wrkens
are sulfering sever: shortage af sadety kits and equipment’s
and are vulneralle o meidents of diseases and acedents. Caal
mine collapse and poionoas and wplosie gases catse mss
i lwiman bisses. Coal mine collapses, reublod wunty 1o
twentyfive deaths just in SoeRange coal fickls. Twentysis
warkers suffered from accdents. Asif, M., Tarcen, M. A, &
Fakie, M. (2023, Labor departments, have nuny challenges
likie shortage of huimsan resource, capacity e of saff, lmh-
tonal maitoring methads amd practices. That's wh

hinders. Accountability mechanisms are weak. That results a
feagile system for corruption and vielation as compe phe-

i teadili laboiis (rameworks, They e
mare valpeabbe Lo exploitation s compare ered
workers. To protect these employees of emerging econom:
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Australia supports blind
Women cricket in Pakistan

CEQ Serena Hotels, Aziz Bolani, said: “This initiative reflects the power
of partnerships in advancing inclusion and opportunity through sport”
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Sri Lanka govt
‘temporarily’ takes
over cricket board

Eran Wickramaratne to lead newly
appointed nine-member Sri Lanka
Cricket interim administration
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Bank oi Canada holds
policy rate at 2.25%

The bank said the Iran war has led o sharply higher
energy prices and transportation disruptions,
weakening growth prospects in oilimporting
countries and boosting inflation worldwide
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Ieina clinches
K2 Squash
Challenger Crown

The tournament concluded with a memorable closing
ceremony and marked the club's first-ever women s
international squash championship, as well as its
second international tournament overall.
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Pak products attract
attention at Canada fair

The High Commissioner, Consul General Faisal Abro and Trade and Investment Counsellor Altamash
Janjua hosted visit of the Canadian Federal and Quebec Government dignitaries as well as private sec-
tor representatives to various stalls of Pakistan Pavilion.
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In Bangladesh, thousands
of Russian engineers
build first nuclear plant
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US-Venezuela
flights to resume in
new sign of thaw

| MIAML: The finst direct {light between the United States
| and Veneguels in goven years was el to take off Thursday,
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in the country,

Islamabad: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeh, holding a meeting with Atif Ikram Sheikh, President FPCCI,
and Zahid Hussain, Chairman Policy Advisory Board {FPCCI), to discuss business climate and reform priorities,
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India exit polls
suggest ruling
party gains in
state elections
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underway for
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detained in
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US Fed holds rales
steady in split decision

THE Federsl Resurve bebd intesest mtes steady on Wednesday, but in its most divided
decizion since 1952, nated rising concerns about inflation in a palicy statement that drew
issents fram officials wh\n m\'l:m rfeed the 1S central hank sheald communicate
b al the mesting came ia fx

- “Tuflation is el swatid, m part reflecting
n global energy prices,” the Fed said in its policy statement, a

previons language saying that inflation was just “somewhat”™ elevated,”

“l'he’\!‘lupnh_nls im the Middle East are contributing Lo a high level of o nky aboat
the ecomomic autlyok, it sid, The B4 vote was Lhe most divisive sinee October 6, 1992,
and ahaws the beeadth of opinion presumed incoming Fed Chair Kevin Warsh will face
n pursuing eate cuis that President Donald Trump says he sxpects from bis choson
essor Lo Jemme Powell, whose term as central hank chief ends en May 1
Though the latest policy statement retained language about how the Fed woudd as
sess T “extent and timing of additional sdpestiments" o rates. o phrage that poanted
b fusbure ciuts as the next likely move, theee policymakers objected. - APP
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General Practice
HOSPITAL
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General Practice Hospital (GPH) Is a state-of-the-art
healthcare focility in the heart of Islomabad, offering
internationai-standard  medical care for individuals
ond foamilies. From wurgent core and specialized
consultations to odvanced diagnostics, surgery, and
executive health pockages — oll services are avoilable
under one roof. Our concierge consultations,
personalized care plans, and comprehensive health
programs ensure a smooth and strass-free experience.
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‘We understand thot seeking medical care ¢an be
overwhaiming, but you are never alone, With

at the heart of everything we do, we listen, guide, and
support you every step of the way. In our clean,

premium environment, you'll feel sofe, valued, and
cared for. Book your appointment today and
experience healthcare with compassion.
Our Departments
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