
Four Pak 
workers 

murdered 
in Italy

DNA
ROME: Italian police have 
arrested two Pakistani na-
tionals for the murder of 
four Pakistani farm work-
ers found dead in a burnt-
out minivan in southern 
Italy, Corriere della Sera 
daily reported Tuesday. 
The burnt-out vehicle was 
found at a petrol station 
near the village of Amen-
dolara in a vast farming 
area in the Calabria re-
gion. CCTV images from 
the petrol station showed 
two people blocking the 
van’s doors from the out-
side and throwing liquid 
inside, Corriere della Sera 
reported citing law en-
forcement sources.
The images showed a fire 
breaking out and the two 
people running away, the 
report said. Firefighters 
found the bodies inside 
after putting out the fire.
“This is definitely murder, 
we just have to work out 
the details,” local police 
chief Antonio Borelli was 
quoted by Corriere as say-
ing. The paper said there 
had been 14 cases of arson 
involving cars and mini-
vans carrying Pakistanis 
in recent months in the 
area, where there are ten-
sions between migrants 
over the division of farm 
work and residency pa-
pers and accommodation. 
After reports of the mur-
der of four Pakistani farm-
ers in Italy, the Foreign 
Office (FO) said on Tues-
day that the “exact nation-
ality” of the deceased was 
not confirmed yet.
The FO’s statement came 
hours after Corriere della 
Sera daily reported that 
Italian police had arrest-
ed two Pakistani nation-
als for the murder of four 
Pakistani farm workers 
found dead in a burnt-out 
minivan in southern Italy.

Cabinet approves 
track & trace 

system nationwide 

Saifullah Ansar / DNA
 

ISLAMABAD, Federal Minister for Nation-
al Health Services, Regulation and Coordi-
nation, Syed Mustafa Kamal, announced 
that the federal cabinet has approved the 
implementation of a nationwide track-and-
trace system for medicines, describing it 
as a landmark initiative aimed at elim-
inating counterfeit, substandard and 
fake medicines from the country.
According to the Ministry on Tuesday, the 
cabinet has also approved the necessary 
amendments to the Drug Labeling and Pack-
ing Rules, 1978, enabling the introduction 
of a modern digital system for tracking and 
verifying medicines throughout the supply 
chain. Under the new regulatory frame-
work, all pharmaceutical manufacturers and 
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PM directs all ministries to ensure 
meaningful expert consultation for modern 
technologies’ integration across economy

To check fake medicines

Briefs

Galați drone attack 
Romanian envoy 

thanks EU for support
On behalf of Minister Oana Țoiu, I thanked her for the EU’s firm 

position on the recent Russian drone attack in Galați, which 
injured two innocent Romanian citizens,” Stoenescu stated

DNA News Report

ISLAMABAD: Kaja Kallas, High 
Representative of the European 
Union (EU) for Foreign Affairs and 
Vice-President of the European 
Commission visited Islamabad for 
high-level meetings with Pakistani of-
ficials. During her visit, she also met 

Romania’s Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Dan Stoenescu, where discussions 
centered on regional cooperation 
and recent security concerns. Am-
bassador Stoenescu highlighted the 
recent Russian drone strike in Galați, 
Romania, which injured two civilians, 
and expressed appreciation for the 

Continued on Page 06

Trump terms 
Netanyahu

mentally sick

DNA

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump 
angrily confronted Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu over Israel’s escalation 
in Lebanon and later claimed Israeli troops 
had been turned back from Beirut, as Wash-
ington sought to prevent the fighting from 
derailing negotiations with Iran.
Axios, citing two US officials and a third 
source briefed on the call, reported that 
Trump lashed out at Netanyahu in an exple-
tive-laden phone call on Monday, calling him 
“crazy” and accusing him of ingratitude.
The call came after Iran warned that the 
ceasefire between Tehran and Washington 
applied to all fronts, including Lebanon, and 
threatened to abandon negotiations with the 
US over Israel’s actions in Lebanon.
“The ceasefire between Iran and the US is 
unequivocally a ceasefire on all fronts, includ-
ing in Lebanon,” Iranian Foreign Minister 
Seyed Abbas Araghchi wrote on X.
“Its violation on one front is a violation of the 
ceasefire on all fronts,” he said, adding that 
the US and Israel would be responsible for 
the consequences of any violation. In a post on 
Truth Social after the call, Trump said he had 
held “a very productive call” with Netanyahu 
and that there would be “no Troops going to 
Beirut”. “Any Troops that are on their way, 
have already been turned back,” Trump wrote. 

Continued on Page 06

Lebanon announces 
partial ceasefire 
between Israel, 

Hezbollah
News Desk

BEIRUT: Lebanon announced a partial 
ceasefire between Hezbollah and Isra-
el on Monday in what would amount to 
a limited de-escalation of a conflict that 
has killed thousands of people and in-
flamed the broader US-Israeli war with 
Iran. According to Lebanon’s embassy 
in Washington, the agreement would 
not end the conflict in that country. 
But it calls for Israel to refrain from 
strikes on Beirut and its suburbs con-
trolled by Hezbollah, while the group 
would halt its attacks on Israel.
Hostilities in southern Lebanon, which 
Israel invaded in March, continued on 
Monday evening. Early on Tuesday, the 
Israeli military said that it intercepted 
two projectiles that crossed from Leb-
anon into northern Israel, and that no 
injuries were reported. US President 
Donald Trump, who first announced 
the agreement, said Hezbollah, through 
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“Any [Israeli] Troops that are on their 
way [to Lebanon], have already been 

turned back,” says US president

President 
felicitates 

Italian 
President
Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD:President Asif 
Ali Zardari on Tuesday ex-
tended felicitations to the 
President of the Italian Re-
public Sergio Mattarella, and 
the people of Italy on Repub-
lic Day, annually observed on 
June 2. The president, in a 
statement, said that Pakistan 
deeply valued its long-stand-
ing and friendly relations with 
Italy, which were marked by 
mutual trust, cooperation 
and a shared commitment 
to peace and prosperity. He 
expressed confidence that 
bilateral ties between the 
two nations would continue 
to grow in strength and sub-
stance in the years ahead.

Continued on Page 06

Pak, Italy 
sign visa 
waiver 

agreement
DNA

ROME: Pakistan and Italy 
have signed an agreement 
abolishing visa require-
ments for holders of diplo-
matic passports. A state-
ment issued by the Pakistani 
embassy in Rome read that 
the agreement was signed 
by Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to Italy, Ali Javed, and Ita-
ly’s Secretary General for 
Foreign Affairs, Ambassa-
dor Riccardo Guariglia. The 
ceremony was hosted by 
the Italian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. Ahead of the 
signing, the two officials 
held talks and reviewed the 
full spectrum of bilateral 
relations and cooperation at 

Continued on Page 06

Staff Report 

GILGIT: Political activity in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) reached its peak 
ahead of the June 7 elections for 24 Assembly seats, as senior leaders 
of major parties arrived in the region to campaign. Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) President Nawaz Sharif reached Gilgit on a 
short visit, while PPP leader Aseefa Bhutto Zardari arrived in Skar-
du to address an election rally in constituency GBA-7. Elections for 
24 seats of the Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly are scheduled to be held on 
June 7, with major political parties stepping up their campaigns across 
the region. Nawaz reached Gilgit Airport by plane on a short visit, 
PML-N spokesperson Shams Mir said. The former prime minister lat-
er reached a local hotel from the airport along with other party leaders.
According to a PML-N spokesperson, Nawaz will meet and address 
party ticket-holders, as well as provincial, divisional and district 
office-bearers.The spokesperson said Nawaz would announce the 
party’s “Vision Gilgit-Baltistan” during the visit.
Meanwhile, First Lady Aseefa Bhutto Zardari reached Skardu, where 
she is scheduled to address an election rally in constituency GBA-7.
Preparations for the PPP rally were underway near Yadgar Chowk, 
where the party secretariat is located. The main road near the venue 
was blocked as arrangements continued for the gathering.
Aseefa was received at the airport by Syed Mehdi Shah and other 
local leaders before being brought to Skardu.According to reports 
from the venue, the rally was initially scheduled for 2pm but was later 
expected to begin at 3pm.PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and 
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari are both expected to address the gathering.
Party workers and supporters were seen moving towards the venue 

in groups, while Skardu’s main bazaar was closed from both sides due 
to preparations for the rally.Separately, Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party 
chairman Aleem Khan also reached Skardu for the election campaign.
Authorities have also decided to send 5,000 Punjab Police personnel 
to GB for election duty. According to sources, the Gilgit-Baltistan 
Election Commission had requested Punjab Police personnel for se-
curity arrangements. Addressing party workers in Gilgit ahead of 
June 7 elections, Nawaz — who served as three-time prime minis-
ter of Pakistan — said he was saddened by the condition of roads 
in GB and questioned why major development projects launched 
during his government had not been completed.
“I wanted Gilgit-Baltistan to witness significant development. Seeing 

potholes on roads and unfinished projects causes me great pain,” he 
said. Without naming any political party, he questioned why succes-
sive governments had ignored development priorities in the region.
“We seek votes based on performance, not by criticising opponents,” 
he said, adding that the resources meant for the welfare of Gilgit-Bal-
tistan’s people should have been spent on their development. Nawaz 
claimed that major projects in the region, including hospitals, hydro-
power plants and the Naltar project, were completed during the 
PML-N government, while many subsequent projects remained 
incomplete. He said GB deserved modern infrastructure, in-
cluding a larger airport capable of handling Boeing aircraft, and 
announced that he would discuss airport expansion with Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif. Noting that he had travelled to Gilgit 
on a small aircraft, Nawaz said the region should have at least 30 
weekly flights instead of the current limited operations.
He highlighted his government’s efforts to reduce travel time to Skar-
du from nine hours to three hours and cited the completion of the 
long-delayed Lowari Tunnel project after decades of inaction.
The PML-N president also expressed concern over prolonged elec-
tricity shortages in GB, saying a region blessed with abundant water 
resources and sunlight should not be facing severe power outages.
He said load-shedding lasting up to 20 to 22 hours in some areas 
was unacceptable and stressed that solar energy projects could help 
address the crisis. “Whether we receive votes or not, the people of 
GB should not be deprived of basic facilities,” he said. Nawaz also 
announced plans to regularly visit the region every few months 
to monitor development initiatives and said he would ask both 
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Nawaz, Aseefa enter GB campaign ahead of polls
PML-N and PPP leaders arrive in Gilgit-Baltistan as election campaigning gathers pace 

Enough is enough

Iran to open nuclear
talks, says Marco Rubio
Says any easing of sanctions would depend 
on substantive progress regarding Iran’s 
nuclear activities, including discussions 

over its stockpile of highly enriched uranium
DNA

WASHINGTON: U.S. Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio said Iran has shown a willing-
ness to discuss aspects of its nuclear pro-
gramme that it had previously refused to 
negotiate, signaling a potential opening for 
future diplomacy. However, Rubio stressed 
that Washington has not offered sanctions 
relief in exchange for Tehran merely reo-
pening the Strait of Hormuz.
Speaking before lawmakers, Rubio said any eas-
ing of sanctions would depend on substantive 
progress regarding Iran’s nuclear activities, in-
cluding discussions over its stockpile of highly 
enriched uranium. He emphasized that reopen-
ing the strategic waterway is only a first step 
and not sufficient on its own to secure econom-
ic concessions from the United States.
Rubio noted that Iranian officials have indi-
cated a readiness to address issues that were 
previously considered off limits in negotia-
tions, although he cautioned that uncertainty 

Continued on Page 06

Senior Iranian 
officer says 

renewed war  with 
US ‘inevitable’

DNA
WASHINGTON/TEHRAN: A senior Ira-
nian military officer said Tuesday that 
a resumption of hostilities with the 
United States was inevitable, as negoti-
ations between Tehran and Washington 
appeared to stall. “The United States 
demands our total surrender, and the 
Iranian nation will never surrender,” 
said Mohammad Jafar Assadi, deputy 
head of Iran’s central military com-
mand, Khatam Al-Anbiya. “Without 
surrender, war is inevitable.” Iran has 
not yet responded to a proposed final 

Continued on Page 06

Allies’ 
disagreements 
delay federal 

budget
Faisal Sheikh

 

ISLAMABAD: The federal budget has 
been delayed as the government seeks 
to complete key legislation before 
the budget session, while coalition al-
lies continue to oppose the proposed 
amendments, parliamentary sources. 
According to National Assembly sourc-
es, the federal budget is now likely to be 
presented on June 10 instead of June 5. 

Continued on Page 06Bilawal 
says Center 

wants to 
abolish BISP

Fiaz Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD:Pak i s t an 
Peoples Party (PPP) Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari 
on Tuesday said that in-
cumbent coalition govern-
ment led by the PML-N 
is planning to abolish the 
Benazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP), pledg-
ing that his party would 
protect the scheme. “It is 
unfortunate that the rul-
ers want to end the Bena-
zir Income Support Pro-
gramme. We will save the 
Benazir Income Support 
Programme,” Bilawal said 
while addressing a public 
gathering in Gilgit-Balti-
stan’s Skardu. He said the 
PPP would ensure an in-
crease in BISP funding by 
discussing it with Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
during the budget process.
The PPP chief’s remarks 
come amid reports that 
the PML-N-led federal 
government is considering 
changes to the scheme’s 
structure. Last month, 
Minister of State for Re-
ligious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony Kheal Das 
Kohistani said that the 
government was consid-
ering devolving the BISP 
programme to provinces.
Launched in 2008, BISP is 
Pakistan’s poverty allevia-
tion and social safety pro-
gramme, providing financial 
assistance to more than 10 
million low-income families, 
particularly women. In a 
conversation with reporters 
on May 8, Kohistani clari-
fied that the complete aboli-
tion of the programme was 
not under consideration.

National Day of Italy

ISLAMABAD: Chief guest Ali Pervez Malik, Federal Minister for Energy, Chairman Senate Syed 
Yousaf Raza Gilani, Defence Minister Khwaja Muhammad Asif, Railways Minister Hanif Abbasi, 

Governor KPK Faisal Karim Kundi, Ambassador of Italy Ms. Marilina Armellin and others 
cutting cake to celebrate the National Day of Italy. – DNA
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KARACHI:  Spokesperson for the 
Government of Sindh, Sukhdev 
Hemnani on Tuesday said that Sindh 
has emerged as Pakistan’s leading 
province in implementing European 
Union’s GSP+ framework through 
wide-ranging reforms. Highlighting 
labour sector reforms, Hemnani 
said that Sindh has led Pakistan 
in advancing workers’ rights and 
welfare. He noted that since 2008, 
the minimum wage in Sindh has in-
creased from Rs 6,000 to Rs 40,000 
– with plans to increase it further in 
its upcoming budgetHe said labour 
protections have been extended to 
agricultural, industrial home-based, 
fisheries and domestic workers 
through landmark legislation and 
welfare initiatives, including Benazir 
Mazdoor Card, Benazir Hari Card, 
Sindh Home-Based Workers Act, 
Sindh Women Agricultural Workers 
Act, Sindh Domestic Workers Wel-
fare legislation. Hemnani said that 

Sindh has adopted a comprehensive 
child protection framework that has 
ensured 50 percent reduction in 
child labour, while recent legislation 
has prohibited the employment of 
children in domestic work. He said 
the province has also launched a 
Rs14 billion Early Childhood Devel-
opment Programme benefiting more 
than 885,000 children under the age 
of five through quarterly financial 
assistance to caregivers, growth 
monitoring, nutrition counselling 
and school-readiness support. He 
added that 3,000 non-formal educa-
tion centres are being established 
across Sindh to bring out-of-school 
children into the education system. 
He further noted that key health in-
dicators have improved significant-
ly, with infant mortality declining to 
2.9 percent compared to the nation-
al average of 5.4 percent.
Reflecting on Sindh’s flagship initi-
atives, Hemnani said that the Peo-

ples Poverty Reduction Programme 
has helped nearly 1.5 million women 
rise out of poverty and transformed 
rural communities through targeted 
economic empowerment interven-
tions. He added that the Sindh Peo-
ples Housing for Flood Affectees 
programme, covering 2.1 million 
flood-affected families, has emerged 
as the world’s largest public asset 
transfer initiative, with ownership 
rights of climate-resilient homes 
being granted in the name of wom-
en. He further noted that Sindh 
remains the first province in Pa-
kistan to legislate 18 years as the 
minimum legal age of marriage for 
both males and females. 
He further highlighted the estab-
lishment of Gender-Based Violence 
Courts, Anti-Rape Crisis Cells and 
specialised investigation mecha-
nisms, which have contributed to 
an increase in rape conviction rates 
from 5 percent to 22 percent. – APP

Sindh first to implement 
 GSP+ framework

Pak, Turkiye for boosting 
bilateral eco coop

 MULTAN: Labourers busy in the construction of a sewage disposal system at Chungi No. 9 as part 
of an ongoing development project to improve civic infrastructure in the city.

Dr. Irfan Neziroglu praised Pakistan’s Prime Minister Youth Pro-
gramme, calling it an effective initiative for youth development, and 
said cooperation between the two countries would continue to ex-

pand in education, technology, and capacity-building sectors
ISLAMABAD: Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi met 
with Turkiye’s Ambassador to Pakistan 
Dr. Irfan Neziroglu here on Tuesday, 
where both sides discussed Pakistan–
Turkiye relations, mutual cooperation, 
and a range of bilateral issues.
During the meeting, the two sides re-
affirmed their commitment to further 
strengthening the longstanding frater-
nal ties between Pakistan and Turkiye.
 Discussions focused on expanding co-
operation in trade, investment, educa-
tion, and cultural exchanges, with spe-
cial emphasis on enhancing economic 
linkages between Turkiye and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province Governor Kun-

di stressed the importance of engaging 
the younger generation in promoting 
Pakistan–Turkiye friendship. He pro-
posed initiating visits of traders and 
students from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
to Turkiye, alongside exchanges of cul-
tural and literary delegations to deep-
en people-to-people contacts. He also 
highlighted significant potential for ag-
ricultural development and investment 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and suggested 
declaring Peshawar as a sister city with 
a major Turkish city to strengthen mu-
nicipal-level cooperation. The Turkish 
Ambassador welcomed the proposal 
and assured that efforts would be made 
to establish a sister-city relationship 

for Peshawar. He also expressed Tur-
kiye’s readiness to support training 
opportunities for Pakistani youth in 
information technology and modern 
technologies. Dr. Irfan Neziroglu 
praised Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Youth Programme, calling it an 
effective initiative for youth de-
velopment, and said cooperation 
between the two countries would 
continue to expand in education, 
technology, and capacity-building 
sectors. The meeting was also at-
tended by Pakistan Peoples Par-
ty (PPP) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly Parliamentary Leader 
Ahmed Kundi.—APP

CM hails ‘Mera Pyara’ 
project global recognition 

LAHORE:  Punjab Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif on Tuesday expressed 
gratitude after the province’s 
Virtual Centre for Child Safe-
ty (VCCS) “Mera Pyara” pro-
ject was declared a Global 
Champion by the United Na-
tions-backed World Summit 
on the Information Society 
(WSIS) Awards 2026.
In a landmark achievement 
for Pakistan, two projects 
launched under the leader-
ship of the chief minister 
secured top positions in 
the prestigious internation-
al competition. The “Mera 
Pyara” project was ranked 
among the world’s top five 
initiatives, while the Virtual 
Women Police Station was 
shortlisted among the top 20 
projects globally.
Congratulating the project 
team, the chief minister said 
the recognition of two Pun-
jab government initiatives at 

a United Nations forum was 
a matter of pride for Pakistan 
and reflected the province’s 
growing success in digital 
governance and public service 
delivery.
She said the Virtual Cen-
tre for Child Safety had set 
an outstanding example by 
handling more than 145,000 
child-related cases and tak-
ing effective action in over 
54,000 cases involving miss-
ing children. She described 
the efforts to trace and pro-
tect missing children as high-
ly commendable. CM Mar-
yam Nawaz said the project 
had also provided assistance 
in cases related to child 
abuse, online harassment 
and the protection of vulner-
able children. She added that 
the international recognition 
of “Mera Pyara” demonstrat-
ed global confidence in tech-
nology-driven public services 
and helped project a positive 

image of Pakistan at the in-
ternational level.
According to the WSIS re-
port, the Virtual Centre for 
Child Safety has handled 
145,772 cases across various 
categories, successfully re-
solving 136,157 of them. A to-
tal of 26,274 FIRs have been 
registered and 7,081 challans 
submitted to courts The 
report stated that out of 
54,741 reported cases 
of missing or abducted 
children, 53,811 chil-
dren were successfully 
traced and reunited with 
their families. More than 
77,000 missing children 
have been recovered 
through the initiative, 
including around 3,000 spe-
cial children.
It further revealed that res-
cue teams recovered 22,989 
children, of whom 21,178 
were immediately handed 
over to their families.—DNA

Record 415 companies 
incorporated in a single day 

ISLAMABAD: The Secu-
rities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan (SECP) 
registered 3,161 new com-
panies during May 2026, 
reflecting continued growth 
and increasing confidence in 
the country’s corporate sec-
tor, despite reduced working 
days due to the Eid-ul-Adha 
holidays. With 99.9 percent 
of companies registered 
online, the total number of 
registered companies in Pa-
kistan has reached 297,239, 
said a release issued here on 
Tuesday Notably, during the 
month, the SECP set a new 
benchmark by incorporating 
415 new companies in a sin-
gle day, marking the highest 
number of company incorpo-
rations in the Commission’s 
history. This breakthrough 
achievement demonstrates 
the growing trend toward 
corporatization, improved 
ease of doing business, and 
the effectiveness of the 
SECP’s facilitative regis-
tration framework, which 
continues to enable entre-
preneurs and businesses to 
formalize their operations 

efficiently and conveniently. 
Geographically, Punjab re-
mained the hub of business 
activity, accounting for 1,643 
(52 percent) of new registra-
tions. This was followed by 
the Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory with 596 (19 percent), 
Sindh with 479 (15 percent), 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with 
260 (8 percent), Gilgit-Bal-
tistan with 112 (4 percent), 
and Balochistan with 71 
(2 percent). The trend to-
ward formalization is clearly 
reflected in the choice of 
corporate structures, with 
private limited companies 
remaining the preferred op-
tion, accounting for 1,884 
registrations (60 percent). 
This is followed closely by 
single-member companies 
(SMCs), which account for 
1,212 registrations (3 per-
cent), while limited liability 
partnerships (LLPs) and 
other categories comprised 
the remaining 65 (2 per-
cent). The high percentage 
of SMCs highlights a signifi-
cant rising trend of individual 
entrepreneurship and the 
successful formalization of 

small-scale businesses across 
the country. The information 
technology and e-commerce 
sector continues to serve as 
the primary engine of cor-
porate growth, leading the 
monthly registrations with 
598 new incorporations. 
The broader diversification 
of Pakistan’s corporate land-
scape is further evidenced by 
robust performance across 
other key industries, includ-
ing trading with 503 compa-
nies, services with 404, and 
real estate development and 
construction with 303. Ad-
ditionally, the tourism and 
transport sector showed 
significant activity with 206 
new companies, reflecting 
well-rounded expansion 
across multiple segments of 
the economy.
International trust in Paki-
stan’s regulatory environ-
ment continued to show sus-
tained growth in May 2026, 
with foreign participation 
recorded from 17 countries 
across 80 local companies.
China emerged as the lead-
ing foreign investor with 89 
shareholders.—APP

Rs11.2b okays for  Karachi 
infrastructure projects

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Tuesday presided over a meet-
ing of the provincial cabinet which approved a wide-ranging package of financial, infra-
structure, energy, health, security and education initiatives, including Rs 8.825 billion in 
additional funds for water and drainage schemes across the province and Rs11.198 billion 
worth of major infrastructure projects for Karachi. The meeting, held at CM House, was 
attended by provincial ministers, advisors, special assistants, the chief secretary and oth-
er senior officers. Under the recommendations of the Cabinet Committee on Finance, 
presented by Minister for Local Government Syed Nasir Shah, the cabinet approved Rs 
8.824 billion in additional funds for 16 Annual Development Programme (ADP) schemes 
in the water supply and drainage sector for the financial year 2025–26. Of this amount, Rs 
6.206 billion will be re-appropriated from the ADP block allocation, while Rs2.618 billion 
will come from another development allocation. The chief minister directed the relevant 
administrative departments to ensure that all payments are made within the current finan-
cial year after completion of the required codal formalities. In another major decision, the 
cabinet approved 11 non-ADP infrastructure schemes under the Karachi Mega Project, 
to be financed through the allocation for New Development Initiatives’ of the ADP 2025 
– 26. These projects carry a cumulative estimated cost of Rs 11.198 billion. The schemes 
include improvement and rehabilitation of important roads and transport corridors in Ka-
rachi, such as Haji Ibrahim Essa Road, Haji Camp Road, Korangi Link Road, Clifton roads 
connecting Marine Drive, Mehran and Pajero roads in Scheme-33, Korangi Creek Airbase 
Road, the extension of Jinnah Avenue in Gulzar-e-Hijri, and the Baldia Stadium Road pro-
ject linking Shahrah-e-Orangi to Hub River Road. The cabinet also approved the construc-
tion of two major bridges at Power House Chowrangi in North Karachi and 4-K Chowrangi 
in Surjani Town to improve traffic flow and urban connectivity. – app

Call for peace, 
harmony 

during 
Muharram

RAWALPINDI: An inter-
faith unity conference 
was held in Rawalpindi 
on Tuesday to ensure 
maintaining law and order 
during Muharram, bring-
ing together religious 
scholars, administration, 
and law enforcement of-
ficials who collectively 
reaffirmed their joint com-
mitment to peace. The 
conference was chaired 
by Chairman Muttahida 
Ulema Board Punjab and 
Member Council of Is-
lamic Ideology, Mufti Dr 
Intikhab Ahmed Noori. 
Commissioner Rawalpindi 
Aamir Khattak, RPO Ba-
bar Sarfraz Alpa, Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Has-
san Waqar Cheema, MNA 
Huma Akhtar, and MPAs 
Asma Naz Abbasi and Zeb-
un-Nisa were among the 
participants. – app

KP police 
to expand 
forensic 

capabilities: 
IGP

PESHAWAR): Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Zu-
lfiqar Hameed has stressed 
the need for strengthening 
forensic and scientific in-
vestigation systems, saying 
modern technology and ev-
idence-based policing are 
essential for effectively com-
bating crime and ensuring 
justice. During a visit to the 
Forensic Science Laborato-
ry (FSL) in Hayatabad on 
Tuesday, the IGP reviewed 
the laboratory’s operational 
performance and inspected 
various forensic sections, in-
cluding fingerprint analysis, 
ballistics, narcotics examina-
tion, document verification, 
and biological testing.
Officials briefed him on the 
laboratory’s role in support-
ing criminal investigations, 
the use of advanced tech-
nologies, and efforts being 
made to improve the accura-
cy and efficiency of forensic 
examinations.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Zulfiqar Hameed said fo-
rensic science had become 
a cornerstone of modern 
policing, enabling inves-
tigators to solve complex 
cases through reliable sci-
entific evidence. He noted 
that strengthening foren-
sic services would not only 
help identify criminals 
more effectively but would 
also ensure fair and trans-
parent investigations.
The police chief said the 
provincial police force was 
committed to modernizing 
its investigative frame-
work and enhancing the 
use of digital and forensic 
tools to improve crime de-
tection and prosecution. 
He directed authorities to 
further upgrade the lab-
oratory’s infrastructure, 
equip it with the latest 
technology, and enhance 
the professional skills of 
forensic experts through 
specialized training pro-
grammes.—APP

Bharth orders completion of flood 
preparedness steps 

LAHORE:  Punjab Communication and Works (C&W) Department has initiated pre-emptive measures ahead of the upcoming 
monsoon season and activated its field formations to safeguard roads and bridges from urban flooding and potential flood situa-
tions. The decision was taken at a meeting chaired by Provincial Minister for Communication and Works (C&W) Malik Sohaib 
Ahmed Bharth here on Tuesday. Secretary C&W Raja Jahangir Anwar, special secretaries, additional secretaries and chief 
engineers attended the meeting, while superintending engineers (SEs) and executive engineers (XENs) participated online. 
During the meeting, the minister was briefed on the rehabilitation of roads damaged during last year’s floods. Officials informed 
him that restoration and rehabilitation work on flood-affected roads had been completed at a cost of Rs16 billion. Addressing the 
participants, Malik Sohaib Ahmed Bharth directed that all precautionary arrangements to deal with urban flooding and possible 
flood emergencies during the monsoon season be completed on a priority basis. He stressed the need to ensure the availability 
of pumps, backup generators and additional machinery for efficient drainage of rainwater. The minister instructed all chief engi-
neers, SEs and XENs to personally inspect bridges, culverts and drainage systems along roads in their respective jurisdictions 
and ensure their proper cleaning and maintenance. He further directed that all flood preparedness measures be finalized within 
15 days and asked officers to remain actively engaged in field operations rather than working from offices.—APP
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Police 
check 380 
individuals 

ISLAMABAD :Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) Po-
lice checked 380 individuals 
and shifted 19 suspicious 
persons, including one Af-
ghan national, to police sta-
tions for further verification 
during grand search and 
combing operations conduct-
ed in different parts of the 
federal capital. official told 
APP on Tuesday that the 
large-scale operations were 
launched on the directions of 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Islamabad Syed Ali Na-
sir Rizvi to further strength-
en security and maintain law 
and order across the city. 
The official said search oper-
ations were conducted in the 
areas of Sabzi Mandi, Kara-
chi Company, Shahzad Town, 
Industrial Area and Sumbal 
police stations under the su-
pervision of the respective 
zonal SPs. Lady police offi-
cials also participated in the 
operations, he added. During 
the search operations, police 
checked 380 individuals, 185 
households, 22 hotels and 90 
shops. The official said 162 
motorcycles and 63 vehicles 
were also inspected, while 
19 suspicious individuals, 
including one Afghan nation-
al, and 27 motorcycles were 
shifted to the relevant police 
stations for further verifica-
tion. According to the offi-
cial, special checking points 
had been established at entry 
and exit routes of the city to 
ensure effective monitoring 
and security screening.

ANF seizes 
231 kg of 
hashish

RAWALPINDI:The Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) conduct-
ed two operations in different 
parts of the country and ar-
rested two suspects, recover-
ing 231.2 kilograms(kgs) of 
hashish worth more than Rs 
7.3 million here on Tuesday. 
According to an ANF spokes-
person, the operations were 
carried out as part of ongoing 
efforts to curb the trafficking 
and distribution of narcotics. 
In the first operation, ANF 
recovered 230 kgs of hashish 
from a vehicle near Ghaza 
Band Road in Quetta district 
and arrested the suspect.  In 
a separate operation near 
Iqbal Shaheed Toll Plaza in 
Attock, 1.2 kgs of hashish 
were seized from a passen-
ger, who was subsequently 
taken into custody. The 
spokesperson said cases had 
been registered against the 
accused under the Control 
of Narcotic Substances Act 
(CNSA) 1997, while further 
investigations were under-
way.—APP

PIDE proposes 
transparent 

minimum wage 
determination

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Institute of Development 
Economics (PIDE) here on 
Tuesday unveiled a land-
mark policy proposal aimed 
at transforming Pakistan’s 
minimum wage determina-
tion from a symbolic annual 
announcement into a trans-
parent, evidence-based, 
and rules-based wage gov-
ernance system In Policy 
Viewpoint No. 62, titled 
“Reforming Minimum Wage 
Determination in Pakistan: 
From Wage Announce-
ments to Wage Govern-
ance,” PIDE scholars pro-
pose a hybrid framework 
aligned with International 
Labour Organization (ILO) 
principles.—APP
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Digital Youth Hub 
tops 800,000 users 

Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan described Pakistan’s youth bulge as a strategic national 
asset and emphasized the importance of sustained investment in skills development, 

employment creation and youth empowerment
ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme (PMYP) Rana Mash-
hood Ahmad Khan on Tuesday met Kevin 
Frey, Chief Executive Officer of Generation 
Unlimited, and Pernille Ironside, UNICEF 
Country Representative in Pakistan, at the 
Prime Minister’s Office to strengthen col-
laboration on youth development, digital 
inclusion, skills training and employment 
generation. The meeting focused on the 
ways government and international part-
ners can expand opportunities for Paki-
stan’s young population through innovative 
and technology driven initiatives. Senior 
representatives from PMYP and UNICEF 
attended the meeting, which reviewed on-
going efforts to equip young people with 
market relevant skills and connect them 
with education, employment and en-
trepreneurship opportunities. A major 
highlight of the discussion was the rapid 
growth of the Digital Youth Hub, which 
has surpassed 800,000 registered users, 
reflecting increasing youth engagement 
with digital learning and career devel-
opment platforms across the country. 
Kevin Frey praised the progress made 
under the initiative, saying the platform’s 
expanding reach demonstrates the ambi-
tion, talent and active participation of Pa-
kistan’s youth. Mr Frey stressed the need 
to further strengthen entrepreneurial 
and digital skills to prepare young people 
for future employment opportunities and 
foster innovation-led growth. Rana Mash-
hood Ahmad Khan described Pakistan’s 
youth bulge as a strategic national asset 

and emphasized the importance of sus-
tained investment in skills development, 
employment creation and youth empower-
ment. Mr Khan briefed the delegation on 
key reforms being pursued under PMYP, 
including the National Youth Employment 
Policy and the National Adolescent and 
Youth Policy, aimed at creating greater op-

portunities and an enabling environment 
for young people. Both sides acknowledged 
the Digital Youth Hub as a transformative 
platform that connects youth with learn-
ing resources, mentorship, employment 
opportunities and career pathways. They 
reaffirmed their commitment to expanding 
cooperation to ensure inclusive youth de-

velopment and greater economic participa-
tion. The meeting concluded with a shared 
resolve to deepen collaboration between 
PMYP, Generation Unlimited and UNICEF 
to advance youth empowerment, expand dig-
ital access, enhance skills development and 
create sustainable employment opportunities 
for young people across Pakistan.  —DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Capital 
Development Authority (CDA) and 
Chief Commissioner Islamabad, Lt. 
(R) Sohail Ashraf, has reaffirmed his 
commitment to facilitating the busi-
ness community, describing it as the 
backbone of the national economy 
and a key contributor to Pakistan’s 
economic growth and prosperity. He 
expressed these views while address-
ing a delegation of the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI), led by its President Sardar 
Tahir Mehmood on Tuesday. CDA 
Member Finance and Planning Mu-
hammad Umair was also present dur-
ing the meeting, said a press release. 
During the meeting, both sides held 
detailed discussions on a wide range 
of issues affecting businesses and 
investors in Islamabad. Key agenda 
items and broader reforms aimed at 
improving the ease of doing business 
and enhancing the competitiveness of 
Islamabad’s industrial and commercial 
sectors were discussed. ICCI Presi-

dent Sardar Tahir Mehmood present-
ed the concerns and proposals of the 
business community in a comprehen-
sive manner. He emphasized that Is-
lamabad possesses immense potential 
to emerge as a vibrant business and 
investment hub; however, this objec-
tive requires a more business-friendly 
regulatory framework and a reduction 
in the financial burden currently im-
posed on entrepreneurs and inves-
tors. He stressed that the business 
community is facing challenging cir-
cumstances due to multiple charges 
and procedural hurdles, which are 
adversely affecting investment activi-
ty, real estate development, industrial 
growth and overall economic confi-
dence. He urged the CDA leadership 
to take practical measures that would 
facilitate businesses, attract invest-
ment and generate economic activity 
in the federal capital. Chairman CDA 
Lt. (R) Sohail Ashraf listened atten-
tively to the concerns and recom-
mendations put forward by the ICCI 

delegation and appreciated the Cham-
ber’s constructive role in highlighting 
issues affecting the business commu-
nity. He assured the delegation that 
all genuine demands and proposals 
would be examined sympathetically 
and that the CDA would make every 
effort to promote a business-friendly 
environment in Islamabad. He reiter-
ated that the CDA remains committed 
to public service and facilitation, par-
ticularly for the business communi-
ty, which plays a vital role in driving 
economic progress. He informed the 
delegation that he personally holds 
an open public hearing (Khuli Katch-
eri) every morning to address the 
grievances and concerns of citizens 
and stakeholders, ensuring prompt 
resolution of issues. The meeting 
concluded with a mutual commitment 
to strengthen cooperation between 
the CDA and the business communi-
ty for the promotion of investment, 
economic growth and sustainable 
development in Islamabad.—DNA

CDA  chief assures full support 
to business community

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad..............9222596
Rawalpindi........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
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TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Kundi, Kamal discuss 
healthcare needs

ISLAMABAD:  Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Ka-
rim Kundi met with Federal Minister for National Health 
Services Mustafa Kamal here on Tuesday and discussed 
the provision of radiology machinery and medical equip-
ment for Dinar Hospital, Dera Ismail Khan During the 
meeting, the Governor highlighted the difficulties faced by 
cancer patients from the southern districts of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and urged the federal government to extend support 
for the provision of modern medical equipment to the hospi-
tal. He said that special attention should be given to underde-
veloped and affected areas of the province in the health sector, 
adding that improved facilities at Dinar Hospital would provide 
significant relief to patients from southern districts. Federal 
Minister Mustafa Kamal assured full cooperation and said that 
the required machinery and medical equipment would be pro-
vided. He reiterated the federal government’s commitment to 
strengthening healthcare services in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
Both sides agreed to further enhance cooperation between 
the federal government and the province in the health sector. 
Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentary Leader in the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly Ahmad Karim Kundi was also pres-
ent during the meeting.

Pak, Kazakhstan to expand 
ties in vocational edu: Wajiha 

 Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State 
for Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training, Ms. Wajiha Qamar, 
met Ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
Pakistan Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin, at 
the Embassy of Kazakhstan and 
discussed avenues for enhancing bi-
lateral cooperation in the education 
sector. During the meeting, both 
sides exchanged views on strength-
ening educational ties between 
Pakistan and Kazakhstan, with a 
particular focus on technical and 
vocational education, skill develop-
ment initiatives, scholarship oppor-
tunities, and the exchange of skilled 
workforce. Wajiha Qamar empha-

sized the importance of expanding 
collaboration in higher education, 
research, and professional training 
programs to equip youth with mod-
ern skills and improve employment 
prospects. She highlighted the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan’s commitment 
to promoting international partner-
ships aimed at enhancing educa-
tional standards and creating new 
opportunities for students and pro-
fessionals. Ambassador Yerzhan Kis-
tafin reaffirmed Kazakhstan’s inter-
est in deepening cooperation with 
Pakistan in the fields of education 
and human resource development. 
He expressed willingness to explore 
joint initiatives, including scholar-
ship programs, technical training 
exchanges, and capacity-building op-

portunities for students and skilled 
workers from both countries. The 
meeting also discussed mechanisms 
for facilitating institutional linkages 
between educational organizations 
of the two countries and promoting 
mutual learning through academic 
and professional exchanges. Chief 
Executive Officer of Pakistan Educa-
tion Endowment Fund (PEEF), Sye-
da Hajra Suhail, Secretary PEEF, 
Murad Shuaib, and Principal Staff 
Officer to the Minister of State, 
Syed Bilal Ahmad, were also pres-
ent during the meeting. Both sides 
agreed to continue engagement and 
work closely towards translating the 
discussed initiatives into practical 
cooperation for the mutual benefit 
of Pakistan and Kazakhstan.

Agriculture machinery imported 
 ISLAMABAD: The imports 
of agriculture machinery 
and Implements into the 
country during last 10 
months of current finan-
cial year grew by 23.18 
percent as compared to 
the imports of the corre-
sponding period of the last 
year. During the period 
from July-April 2025-26, 
agriculture machinery 
and implements valued 
at $114.569 million were 
imported into the country 
as compared to the im-
ports of $93.009 million 
of the same period of the 
last year. The imports of 
machinery group into the 
country during the period 
under review increased by 
8.16 percent as compared 
to the imports of the same 
period  of the last year, ac-
cording the data of the Paki-
stan Bureau of Statistics. In 
last 10 months of the current 
financial year, the import of 
the machinery group into the 

country reached to $8.951 
billion as compared to the im-
ports of $8.275 billion of the 
same period of the last year. 
On yea on year basis, the im-
ports of agriculture machin-
ery and implements into the 
country during the month 
of April, 2026 increased 
by 79.95 percent as com-
pared to the imports of 
the same month of the last 
year.. During the month 
of April, 2026, agricul-

ture machinery valued at 
$12.276 million were im-
ported as compared to the 
imports of $6.822 million 
of the same month of the 
last year. However, the im-
port of the machinery group 
during the month of April, 
2026 decreased by 5.12 per-
cent as it was recorded at 
$1.083 billion as compared to 
the imports of $1.142 billion 
of the same month of the last 
year.—APP

Forest fire 
destroys over 

3,000 hectares in 
Kotli Sattian 

ISLAMABAD:  The devastating forest fire, fuelled by a re-
cent intense heatwave, has decimated an estimated 3,037 
hectares (7,504.7 acres) of natural forest tree cover across 
25 locations in the ecologically sensitive Kotli Sattian re-
gion of Punjab. According to satellite data released by SU-
PARCO on Space4Climate.gov.pk, the analysis comparing 
imagery from May 9 to May 29, 2026, shows extensive dam-
age in Chir pine forests. These forests play a key role in 
protecting sub-watersheds linked to the Indus and Jhelum 
river basins. Experts warn that the ecological aftermath ex-
tends far beyond the immediate burn scars; the disaster has 
severely disrupted the peak breeding season for local birds 
and wildlife, destroyed vital young seedlings and saplings, 
and opened the door for invasive, fire-tolerant grasses and 
shrubs to colonise the damaged terrain While local commu-
nities and forest department personnel have successfully 
contained the blaze in several areas, active fires continue 
to spread across neighbouring slopes, driven by strong, hot 
winds that threaten further environmental degradation.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

June
June 02/Itlay

National/Independence 
Day

June 04/Finland
Armed Forces Day

June 06/Sweden
National Day

June 10/Portugal
Portugal Day (National 

Day)

June 10/Jordan
Arab Revolution& Army 

Day

June 11/United kingdom
Birthday of Her Majesty 

The Queen Elizabeth

June 12/Philippines
Independence Day

June 12/Russian Feder-
ation

Day of Sovereignty of the 
Russian Federation(Na-

tional Day)

June 13/Zambia
Armed Forces day

June 17/Iceland
National Day

June 18/Seychells
National Day

June 25/Croatia
National Day

June 25/Mozambique
National Day

June 26/Azerbaijan
Army Day

NDMA cautions against 
landslide risks

The NDMA also urged citizens to stay informed through the “Pak 
NDMA Disaster Alert” mobile application for real-time alerts, 

weather advisories and emergency updates
 ISLAMABAD:  The National Disaster Management Authority’s (NDMA) National Emergencies Operation Center 
(NEOC) has issued a landslide alert for northern Pakistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) from June 2 to 6, warning 
that ongoing rainfall and glacier melt could trigger road blockages, travel disruptions and localized flooding in vulnerable 
mountainous regions. According to the advisory, persistent rains and accelerating glacier melt between June 2 and 5 
are expected to increase the risk of landslides in several districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, including Chitral, Upper and 
Lower Dir, Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, Battagram, Mansehra, Abbottabad and Haripur. The NDMA has identified key trans-
port corridors, including the Lowari Tunnel route, Chitral-Dir Road, Swat Valley roads, the Karakoram Highway and the 
Naran-Kaghan Road, as highly susceptible to landslides during the forecast period. The authority further warned that the 
threat of landslides is likely to persist in Azad Jammu and Kashmir from June 2 to 6, particularly affecting the connectivity 
routes of Shahi, Sharda, Athmuqam and Arang Kel. NEOC noted that heavy rainfall in upper catchment areas may also 
cause localized surges in streams and nullahs, creating hazardous travel conditions and temporary road closures in moun-
tainous terrain. In response to the anticipated weather-related risks, the NDMA has issued advance alerts to all relevant 
federal, provincial, and local authorities, directing them to remain prepared for any emergency situation.  The authority 
said its National Emergencies Operation Center is continuously monitoring weather patterns, flood threats, Glacial Lake 
Outburst Floods (GLOFs) and landslide risks across the country. Tourists and commuters planning to travel to northern 
and mountainous regions have been advised to check weather forecasts and road conditions before departure and strictly 
follow instructions issued by local administrations. The NDMA also urged citizens to stay informed through the “Pak 
NDMA Disaster Alert” mobile application for real-time alerts, weather advisories and emergency updates.
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ISLAMABAD: The Food 
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations 
(FAO) in Pakistan, with the 
support of the Embassy of 
the People’s Republic of 
China in Pakistan, has fa-
cilitated the participation 
of a Pakistani delegation 
in a 14-day Seminar on 
Marine Sustainable Devel-
opment in Xiamen, China, 
under the China Aid Pro-
gramme. In a statement, 
FAO said the seminar is 
aimed at strengthening 
international cooperation 

and enhancing technical 
capacity in sustainable 
marine resource man-
agement and ocean gov-
ernance.  Organized by 
the Fujian Institute of 
Oceanography, the event 
has brought together 33 
participants from seven 
countries and reflects 
growing collaboration be-
tween China and partner 
countries on blue econo-
my development and sus-
tainable use of marine 
resources. “The seminar 
brings together partici-
pants to strengthen co-
operation and technical 
capacity on sustainable 

marine resource man-
agement and ocean gov-
ernance,” the statement 
said, according to a Gwa-
dar Pro’s report on Tues-
day. The Pakistani delega-
tion includes Tariq Qamar 
Baloch, Secretary of the 
Fisheries and Coastal De-
velopment Department of 
Balochistan; Dr. Kanwar 
Muhammad Javed Iqbal, 
Senior Policy Specialist 
and Focal Person for Blue 
Economy at FAO; and re-
searchers Komal Shabbir 
and Wajih ur Rehman from 
the National Institute of 
Maritime Affairs. The par-
ticipation of Balochistan’s 

Fisheries and Coastal De-
velopment Department 
is particularly significant 
given the province’s vast 
coastline and the growing 
strategic and economic 
importance of coastal are-
as including Gwadar. 
The seminar is expected 
to help Pakistani officials 
and researchers gain in-
ternational experience 
and technical insights into 
sustainable coastal man-
agement, marine resource 
governance and blue econ-
omy development that 
could support ongoing 
development initiatives 
along Balochistan’s coast.

China, FAO facilitate capacity-
building for Pakistani delegation 

Briefs
Gwadar 

scholar Aidah 
Baloch’s 

achievement 
celebrated 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Aidah Ba-
loch, a native of Ormara 
in Gwadar district of Ba-
lochistan, has reportedly 
successfully defended her 
doctoral dissertation in 
fisheries at the Ocean Uni-
versity of China, according 
to community pages and 
social media posts that 
have widely circulated in 
the province. Ocean Uni-
versity of China, located 
in Qingdao in eastern Chi-
na’s Shandong Province, is 
known for its programs in 
marine science, oceanogra-
phy, aquaculture and fish-
eries research, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Tuesday. Com-
munity pages and social 
media users in Gwadar and 
other parts of Balochistan 
celebrated the reported 
achievement, describing 
Baloch as a role model for 
young women pursuing 
higher education. The re-
ported achievement has 
been welcomed by social 
media users as a significant 
milestone for Balochistan’s 
coastal region, where fish-
eries remain an important 
source of livelihood and 
economic activity, and as 
an example of growing aca-
demic cooperation between 
Pakistan and China.—APP

IRSA releases 
189,400 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Tuesday released 
189,400 cusecs of water 
from various rim stations 
with inflow of 209,600 
cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the 
water level in the River In-
dus at Tarbela Dam stood 
at 1448.05 feet which was 
48.05 feet higher than the 
dead level of 1402.00 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam were recorded as 
103,200 cusecs and 90,000 
cusecs respectively. The 
water level in the Jhelum 
River at Mangla Dam was 
1168.90 feet, which was 
118.90 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The 
inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded as 41,000 
cusecs and 34,000 cusecs 
respectively. The release of 
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa, 
Guddu and Sukkur was re-
corded as 143,800, 87,700, 
58,700, and 19,300 cusecs, 
respectively. Similarly, 
from River Kabul, a total 
of 42,800 cusecs of water 
was released at Nowshera, 
and 19,300 cusecs were re-
leased from River Chenab 
at Marala.—APP

Pakistani 
official 

honoured 
ISLAMABAD: Dr. Muham-
mad Muzammil Zia, Project 
Director and Executive Di-
rector of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
Secretariat at Pakistan’s 
Ministry of Planning, Devel-
opment & Special Initiatives, 
has been named one of the 
2025 Jiangsu University 
Outstanding International 
Alumni. He was awarded in a 
recognition that underscores 
the deepening educational 
and strategic ties between 
China and Pakistan, China 
Economic Net reported on 
Tuesday. According to his of-
ficial profile on the PEC Sec-
retariat website, he earned 
his PhD from the School of 
Finance and Economics at 
Jiangsu University, China.  
Previously, he completed an 
M.Phil. degree from Frie-
drich Alexander University 
in Germany, specializing in 
Development Economics, 
and holds a bachelor’s degree 
in Business Administration. 
During his undergraduate 
studies, Dr. Zia was a Con-
fucius Scholar, receiving a 
scholarship to study Chinese 
language and culture at Bei-
jing Language and Culture 
University—an early expo-
sure that laid the foundation 
for his engagement with Chi-
na. Dr. Zia has actively par-
ticipated in the construction 
of the “Belt and Road” after 
graduation, accompanying 
Pakistani Federal Minister 
of Planning, Development & 
Special Initiatives on official 
visits to China and taking 
part in key events advancing 
the CPEC.—APP

4 injured as 
vehicle falls 
into nullah

RAWALPINDI :Four people 
were injured when a vehicle 
plunged into a nullah near 
Pirwadhai Mor, while a man 
lost his life in a separate 
train accident at Rawalpindi 
Railway Station on Monday, 
according to Rescue 1122. A 
Rescue 1122 spokesperson 
said a Suzuki Cultus carrying 
four passengers went out of 
control due to overspeeding 
and fell into a nullah in front 
of Turbo CNG on IJP Road 
near Pirwadhai Mor. Upon 
receiving the emergency 
call, Rescue 1122 dispatched 
four vehicles to the scene, in-
cluding a motorcycle rescue 
service unit, two ambulances 
and a rescue vehicle. Rescue 
personnel successfully ex-
tricated the occupants from 
the vehicle, administered 
first aid and shifted them 
to a nearby hospital for fur-
ther treatment. The injured 
included two men and two 
women, all of whom were 
reported to be in stable con-
dition and out of danger. In a 
separate incident, a man was 
killed in a train accident at 
Platform No. 3 of Rawalpindi 
Railway Station. Rescue 1122 
teams, accompanied by an 
ambulance.—APP

Budget must not overlook
 women entrepreneurs

She argued that expanding women’s participation in the formal economy is a growth strategy rather 
than a welfare measure. With fiscal space constrained by debt servicing, she said dedicated budget al-
locations are essential if the National Women Entrepreneurship Policy is to deliver results rather than 

join a long list of underfunded frameworks

DNA

ISLAMABAD : With federal budget for 
2026-27 due to be presented in the Nation-
al Assembly shortly, Samina Fazil, founder 
president of the Islamabad Women Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (IWCCI), 
is urging the government to treat wom-
en entrepreneurs as an economic asset 
rather than a welfare category, warning 
that years of policy commitments have 
produced little practical change damag-
ing economy.
Women remain significantly underrepre-
sented in business. State Bank of Paki-
stan data shows women own only about 
eight percent of the country’s more than 
five million small and medium enterpris-
es. Fazil said the Finance Ministry should 
bridge the gap between policy rhetoric 
and fiscal commitment before the budget 
is finalised.
She noted that women-focused projects 
accounted for just 0.2 percent of the 
federal development budget in 2025-26. 
Combined spending on women-focused 
education and health programmes stood 
at only 0.57 percent, while just 1.3 per-
cent of Public Sector Development Pro-
gramme allocations over the past five 
years were directed toward women-fo-
cused initiatives.
She said our key demands include a ded-
icated credit line for women entrepre-
neurs at concessional rates, mandatory 
representation of women on the boards 
of the Export Development Fund and 
SMEDA, reserved procurement quo-

tas for women-led businesses in federal 
contracts, and replication of Islamabad’s 
G-11 women’s marketplace model across 

provincial capitals. IWCCI is also seeking 
greater inclusion of women in trade delega-
tions and dedicated land allocations. Fazil 

said successive governments have offered 
assurances but failed to implement them.
The government launched the National 
Women Entrepreneurship Policy in No-
vember 2025, aiming to increase wom-
en’s participation in economic activity, 
boost women-led exports and improve ac-
cess to finance. However, the policy lacks 
funding commitments and enforcement 
mechanisms, raising concerns about im-
plementation. Naima Ansari, former vice 
president of FPCCI, said the contrast 
with regional peers is stark. Bangladesh’s 
gender budget stands at about USD 23.7 
billion, while its 2.8 million women-led 
micro and SMEs account for roughly a 
quarter of all SMEs.
India’s gender budget for 2026-27 is 
estimated at about USD 52.7 billion, 
equivalent to 9.37 percent of total federal 
spending, up from 8.86 percent a year ear-
lier. Malaysia a country of 36 million people, 
has allocated about USD 164 million for wom-
en and youth entrepreneurship, alongside a 
USD 50 million financing facility for low-in-
come women entrepreneurs and a USD 38 
million fund at four percent interest for wom-
en-owned small businesses. Samina Fazil said 
Pakistan’s Rs17.1 trillion budget for 2026-27 
sets a GDP growth target of 4.1 percent and 
a tax revenue target of Rs15.267 trillion. She 
argued that expanding women’s participation in 
the formal economy is a growth strategy rather 
than a welfare measure. With fiscal space con-
strained by debt servicing, she said dedicated 
budget allocations are essential if the Nation-
al Women Entrepreneurship Policy is to 
deliver results rather than join a long list of 
underfunded frameworks.

National Police 
Academy upgrade 

project accelerated
ISLAMABAD:  The upgradation project of the National Police Academy (NPA) has gained significant momentum, with 
major components of the training infrastructure nearing completion.Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi visited the National 
Police Academy on Tuesday to review progress on the ongoing modernization initiative aimed at enhancing the capacity 
and quality of police training in Pakistan. During the visit, the Interior Minister inspected various development works 
and chaired a high-level review meeting to assess progress on different projects being undertaken as part of the 
academy’s comprehensive upgrade plan. Officials informed the meeting that construction work on the rappelling 
tower at the Elite Training School has reached 80 percent completion, while work on the jogging track and obstacle 
training facilities is approximately 70 percent complete. These facilities are expected to play a vital role in improv-
ing the physical preparedness and tactical training of police personnel. The review meeting examined progress on 
all ongoing projects related to the National Police Academy’s modernization. Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi direct-
ed the concerned authorities to ensure timely completion of the remaining works and maintain high construction 
and training standards. The meeting assigned a target to complete the Elite School’s firing range and boundary wall 
within the next two months, emphasizing the government’s commitment to strengthening specialized police training 
capabilities. In a significant policy decision, the meeting approved the phased transition of the National Police Academy 
to solar energy, reflecting the government’s broader efforts to promote sustainable and cost-effective energy solutions 
in public institutions. Officials noted that the move would help reduce operational costs while ensuring a more reliable 
energy supply for training and administrative facilities. The Interior Minister also directed that all classrooms at the 
National Police Academy be equipped with modern information technology facilities, enabling trainees to benefit from 
contemporary learning tools and digital training resources. The meeting further granted principle approval for a review of 
the MCMC Course, with the objective of updating the curriculum in line with modern policing requirements and interna-
tional best practices. The visit and review session was attended by several senior officials, including the Director General 
of the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), the Chairman of the Capital Development Authority (CDA), the Inspector 
General of Islamabad Police, the Deputy Commandant of the National Police Academy, the Deputy Commissioner of 
Islamabad, and other high-ranking officers. The ongoing upgradation of the National Police Academy is expected to 
significantly enhance Pakistan’s law enforcement training framework by providing state-of-the-art facilities, modern 
instructional resources, and advanced tactical training infrastructure for future police officers.—DNA

Indonesia seeks 
admissions for 

medical students in 
Pakistani institutions
ISLAMABAD: A high-level meeting chaired by Federal 
Minister for National Health Services, Regulation and Co-
ordination Syed Mustafa Kamal was held to discuss the 
admission of Indonesian students to Pakistan’s medical 
institutions following a request from their government. 
Acoording to ministry on Tuesday,  the meeting was at-
tended by Pakistan’s Ambassador to Indonesia Zahid Ha-
feez Chaudhri through video link, while Pakistan Medical 
and Dental Council (PMDC) President Dr. Rizwan Taj and 
the council’s registrar were also present. Participants held 
detailed discussions on matters related to the admission of 
Indonesian medical students to Pakistani medical and den-
tal institutions During the meeting, it was noted that the 
Indonesian government has requested admissions for its 
undergraduate and postgraduate medical students in qual-
ity medical colleges across Pakistan. The Indonesian gov-
ernment will bear all educational and residential expenses 
of the students. Speaking on the occasion, Mustafa Kamal 
said Indonesian students would be granted admissions to 
leading medical colleges in Pakistan through a transparent 
and merit-based process. He said around 200 Indonesian 
medical and dental students would be provided world-class 
educational and training facilities in Pakistan, adding that 
the initiative would significantly strengthen cooperation 
between the two countries in the field of medical education 
Describing the development as encouraging, the minister 
said the Indonesian government’s preference for Pakistani 
institutions reflected growing confidence in the quality of 
medical education available in the country.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador Ali bin Mubarak Al-Khatir met with his excellency  Tariq Fatemi, Spe-
cial Assistant to the Prime Minister of Pakistan for Foreign Affairs. During the meeting, topics of 

mutual interest were discussed. DNA
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From Awareness to 
Action: The Nation Rises 
Against Proxy Terrorism

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

H ISTORY bears eloquent testimony to the immutable truth that no 
enemy—whether marching openly with banners flying or striking 
from the shadows with deceit—can ever be mastered without the 

full and harmonious support of every pillar of the state. Should even a 
single unit falter or withhold its strength, the grand design for victory col-
lapses. From the sacred struggles of 1948 through successive trials down 
to the present day in 2025, whenever hostile forces have assailed Pakistan, 
they have met a resolute and befitting reply. Yet these triumphs have never 
sprung from military prowess alone; they have drawn their deepest suste-
nance from the unbreakable solidarity of the people. Without such popular 
resolve, no enduring success against adversity can be conceived.
Our foremost adversary has revealed itself time and again as both cunning 
and craven. India, though compelled to taste crushing defeat in honourable, 
open warfare, has retreated into the darkness of proxy conflicts and cowardly 
subterfuge. It orchestrates its designs sometimes from Afghan territory and 
at other times by exploiting and misleading vulnerable souls in Balochistan, 
turning them into instruments against the Pakistani state, its gallant forces, 
and its innocent citizens. These acts are not the deeds of brave soldiers but 
the machinations of those who fear direct confrontation.
The people of Pakistan, hailing from every province and walk of life, 
have now seen through this veil of deception. They recognise these ele-
ments as true enemies of the homeland—traitors who would barter the 
nation’s future for foreign patronage. Those voices that once sought to 
drive a wedge between the citizenry and the armed forces have been ex-
posed. The soldiers, officers, and personnel of Pakistan’s army and law 
enforcement agencies are flesh of our flesh and blood of our blood—sons, 
brothers, and fathers of this very soil, not agents of any foreign power. 
When they fall martyr to terrorist bullets, it is Pakistan itself that bleeds. 
This realisation has rent asunder the curtains of propaganda. Public sen-
timent has awakened, transforming quiet grief into open defiance.
In this awakening, the people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have emerged as 
a shining beacon of resilience. Long having borne the brunt of violence, 
they stand silent no more. Along Kohat Road, in the historic lands of Bara, 
throughout Khyber Agency, and in the bustling streets of Peshawar, ordinary 
citizens have taken to the walls with chalk and conviction. These are not 

orchestrated slogans but heartfelt declarations from the common man and 
woman. They proclaim the total rejection of the terrorist ideology of Fitna-
ul-Kharij—a deviant creed that cloaks barbarism in false piety.
As the Almighty declares in the Holy Quran: “And what is [the matter] 
with you that you do not fight in the cause of Allah and for the oppressed 
among men, women, and children who say, ‘Our Lord, take us out of this 
city of oppressive people...’” (Surah An-Nisa, 4:75). This divine call res-
onates deeply today, urging believers to stand firmly against oppression 
and protect the innocent. The Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings 
be upon him) warned of such fitna-makers, describing groups who would 
recite the Quran beautifully yet whose deeds remain evil, departing from 
the faith as an arrow leaves its target. He declared blessed those who 
confront them, for they are the worst of creation. Another noble Hadith 
instructs: “Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or oppressed.” 
When asked how to help the oppressor, the Prophet replied, “By prevent-
ing him from oppression.” These timeless words guide the nation: true 
faith demands halting tyranny, not enabling it.
The public fury burns bright against such bloodshed. Masterminds of 
this terrorist activities stand condemned as murderers of the innocent, 
their hands drenched in the sacred blood of security personnel, police-
men, revered scholars, and countless civilians. The terrorists of Fitna-ul-
Kharij have claimed over ninety-four thousand Pakistani lives—a stagger-
ing toll of martyrs whose sacrifice steels the national will. When ordinary 
citizens themselves inscribe these messages of rejection, it signals a pro-
found and irreversible shift. The people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, ever 
brave and steadfast, now align unequivocally with peace, national unity, 
and the stability of the state. They declare with one voice that terrorism 
and the Khawarij ideology shall find no refuge upon this blessed land.
This noble struggle, however, cannot remain confined to any single 
region or institution. From the pulpit to the universities, from intel-
lectuals to poets, from the political stage to the media, all schools of 
thought must play their full and active part. Every voice of influence 
and every platform of expression must rise in unison to reinforce the 
message of national unity, expose the enemy’s designs, and nurture a 
collective consciousness rooted in peace and patriotism.
These are not fleeting scenes but enduring testaments to a nation’s matur-
ing consciousness. The enemy may continue its schemes, striking from afar 
or through proxies, yet it confronts a people reconciled in purpose. Unit-
ed under the banner of faith, sovereignty, and self-respect, Pakistan draws 
strength from both divine guidance and its own resilient spirit. History, 
which has chronicled many trials, now inscribes a new and hopeful chap-
ter—one authored not solely by warriors in the field but by the awakened 
conscience of an entire people, determined to bequeath to their children a 
homeland secure, prosperous, and free from the scourge of fear. In this col-
lective stand lies the surest promise of triumph, for when the nation stands 
as one, no external cunning or internal betrayal can ultimately prevail.
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From Colonial Oceans to Colonial Space

The Thucydides Trap in the Age of US–Russia–China Rivalry

Qamar Bashir

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer 

H ISTORY often repeats itself, not in identical 
form, but in familiar patterns. During the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, European 

maritime powers such as Portugal, Spain, the Neth-
erlands, France, and Britain discovered that mastery 
of the seas translated into mastery over nations. 
Ships became instruments of conquest. Navigation 
became a pathway to domination. What began as ex-
ploration quickly evolved into colonization, exploita-
tion, and the systematic extraction of wealth from 
foreign lands. The consequences were profound. 
Entire civilizations were transformed. Indigenous 
cultures were marginalized or erased. Languages 
disappeared. Economic systems were redesigned 
to serve distant imperial capitals. Vast quantities of 
gold, silver, spices, agricultural products, and human 
labor were extracted from colonies and transferred 
to imperial powers. The wealth accumulated during 
this period laid the foundations of modern Western 
prosperity, while many colonized societies were 
left struggling with the political, economic, and so-
cial scars of centuries of foreign domination.
Even after formal colonialism declined in the twen-
tieth century, new forms of influence emerged. 
Military alliances, overseas bases, economic de-
pendencies, and political leverage replaced direct 
territorial control. Powerful nations maintained 
their influence through strategic military instal-
lations, financial institutions, and geopolitical 
arrangements that often allowed them to shape 
the policies of weaker states. While the methods 
changed, the competition for resources and strate-
gic advantage remained remarkably similar.
Modern Space Race Today, humanity stands at the 
threshold of another historic transformation. The 
new frontier is no longer across oceans. It lies beyond 
Earth itself. The race that once focused on discover-
ing and conquering distant continents has evolved 
into a race to establish a permanent presence on 
the Moon and, ultimately, Mars. The objectives are 
presented as scientific exploration, technological ad-
vancement, and the survival of humanity. These goals 
are noble and inspiring. Yet history teaches us that 
whenever new frontiers emerge, competition for con-
trol and resources inevitably follows.
Governments remain major players in this endeav-
or. The United States, through the NASA, is pursu-
ing the Artemis program, which aims to establish 
a sustainable human presence on the Moon. China 
is rapidly advancing its lunar and deep-space ambi-
tions through the China National Space Adminis-
tration. Russia continues to maintain significant ca-
pabilities despite economic constraints. India has 
demonstrated remarkable achievements through 
the Indian Space Research Organisation, including 

successful lunar missions that have elevated its 
standing among spacefaring nations.
However, the most striking development in this 
new era is the emergence of private corporations as 
primary drivers of space exploration. Unlike previ-
ous generations, where governments monopolized 
space activities, today’s space race is increasingly 
led by entrepreneurs and private investors willing 
to spend billions of dollars pursuing extraterrestri-
al ambitions. Foremost among these companies is 
SpaceX, founded by Elon Musk. Its Starship pro-
gram is specifically designed to transport large 
numbers of people and massive quantities of cargo 
to the Moon and Mars. Musk openly speaks about 
making humanity a multi-planetary species and 
establishing self-sustaining settlements on Mars. 
SpaceX has already revolutionized launch econom-
ics through reusable rockets, dramatically reducing 
the cost of accessing space. Another significant 
player is Blue Origin, founded by Jeff Bezos. The 
company envisions millions of people living and 
working in space. Its long-term strategy includes 
orbital habitats, lunar infrastructure, and exten-
sive industrial activities beyond Earth.
Other companies are contributing to this emerging 
ecosystem. Rocket Lab specializes in launch services 
and satellite deployment. Sierra Space is developing 
commercial space stations and transportation sys-
tems. Astrobotic Technology and Intuitive Machines 
are working on lunar delivery systems that could sup-
port future settlements and mining operations. Sev-
eral companies are researching methods to extract 
water ice, rare earth elements, and other valuable re-
sources from the Moon and asteroids. The economic 
potential is enormous. Lunar water can be converted 
into hydrogen and oxygen for rocket fuel. Rare miner-
als may support advanced manufacturing. Asteroids 
contain metals whose value could reach trillions of 
dollars. Mars may eventually offer opportunities for 
scientific research, resource extraction, and human 
settlement on an unprecedented scale.
Yet these possibilities raise profound questions. Who 
will own these resources? Who will regulate their ex-
traction? Will humanity repeat the mistakes of coloni-
al history, allowing a handful of powerful nations and 
corporations to monopolize extraterrestrial wealth? 
Or will space become a shared domain managed for 
the benefit of all humankind? Existing legal frame-
works provide only partial answers. The Outer Space 
Treaty prohibits national appropriation of celestial 
bodies through sovereignty claims. Space is legally 
considered the province of all humanity. However, 
the treaty was written during the Cold War, long be-
fore private corporations possessed the capability to 
establish lunar bases or mine extraterrestrial resourc-

es. Many legal ambiguities remain unresolved.
As investment accelerates and technological barriers 
fall, these ambiguities could become sources of future 
conflict. History demonstrates that competition for 
valuable resources often leads to confrontation. On 
Earth, disputes over territory, minerals, water, and 
trade routes have triggered countless wars. There is 
little reason to assume that human nature will funda-
mentally change simply because the competition oc-
curs on the Moon or Mars instead of Earth. Without 
comprehensive international governance, future dis-
putes may arise over lunar mining zones, orbital infra-
structure, transportation corridors, or access to stra-
tegically important locations. Military applications of 
space technologies could further complicate matters. 
A conflict extending into space would threaten not 
only the participants but the entire global commu-
nity, given humanity’s increasing dependence on 
satellites for communication, navigation, finance, 
weather forecasting, and national security.
Therefore, humanity faces a historic responsibility. 
Before large-scale colonization of celestial bodies 
begins, the international community must establish 
a comprehensive rule-based framework governing 
extraterrestrial activities. Such a framework should 
define resource rights, environmental protections, 
dispute resolution mechanisms, technology shar-
ing principles, and equitable access for developing 
nations. The benefits of space exploration should 
not be reserved exclusively for the wealthiest coun-
tries or corporations. Scientific discoveries, tech-
nological innovations, and economic gains generat-
ed through these ventures should contribute to the 
advancement of all humanity. Just as the oceans 
eventually became subject to international law, 
space too requires robust legal, ethical, and moral 
foundations. The dream of reaching the Moon and 
Mars is among humanity’s greatest aspirations. It 
reflects our curiosity, ingenuity, and desire to ex-
plore the unknown. But exploration without justice 
risks repeating the tragedies of history. The oceans 
once carried ships that connected civilizations, yet 
they also carried empires that enslaved and exploit-
ed millions. As humanity prepares to cross a new 
frontier, it must decide whether space will become 
another arena of competition and domination or a 
realm of cooperation and shared progress.
The choice we make today may determine not only 
the future of space exploration but the future char-
acter of human civilization itself.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia

Former MD, SRBC | Macomb, Michigan

T HE language of global politics has long been shaped 
by metaphors that attempt to reduce the complexity 
of international affairs into digestible ideas. Among 

the most influential in recent years is the “Thucydides 
Trap,” a phrase popularised by political scientist Graham 
Allison, drawn from the ancient historian Thucydides, who 
observed that the rise of Athens and the fear it generated 
in Sparta made war almost inevitable. In modern strategic 
discourse, the term has come to describe the supposed 
inevitability of conflict when a rising power challenges an 
established one. In the context of contemporary geopoli-
tics particularly the triangular tensions among the United 
States, Russia and China the idea has gained renewed rel-
evance. Yet, to treat it as destiny is to misunderstand both 
history and politics. The Thucydides Trap is not a fixed law 
of international relations; it is a warning about perception, 
miscalculation and the absence of political imagination. 
Whether it becomes reality depends less on structural forc-
es and more on the choices made by statesmen.
At the heart of today’s global competition lies the uneasy 
balance between established and rising powers. The Unit-
ed States remains the dominant military, financial and 
technological force, but its relative position is no longer un-
challenged. The China has emerged as the most significant 
systemic competitor, reshaping global trade networks, tech-
nological ecosystems and regional alignments. Meanwhile, 
the Russia, though economically weaker than the other two, 
continues to assert itself militarily and strategically, particu-
larly in its near abroad, seeking to preserve influence in a 
rapidly shifting Eurasian order. It is in this triangle of am-
bition and insecurity that the Thucydides analogy is often 
invoked. China’s rapid ascent is sometimes framed as the 
“Athens” of the modern world, while the United States is 
cast as the “Sparta” determined to resist decline. Russia 
complicates this binary, not as a peer competitor to the Unit-
ed States in global economic terms, but as a revisionist pow-
er seeking to reclaim strategic depth and regional authority. 
The interaction of these three actors creates a volatile equi-
librium, but volatility is not the same as inevitability.
History offers more nuance than the Trap metaphor sug-
gests. Not every rising power leads to war and not every 

established power responds with confrontation. The post-
Cold War period itself demonstrated moments of coopera-
tion, integration and managed rivalry. Even today, despite 
deep strategic distrust, the United States and China remain 
economically interdependent, while Russia continues to nav-
igate sanctions, alliances and strategic isolation with prag-
matic adjustments. The danger lies not in structural change 
alone, but in how that change is interpreted. When rising 
power is automatically equated with threat and defensive be-
haviour is automatically interpreted as aggression, the space 
for diplomacy narrows. Misreading intentions becomes as 
dangerous as actual hostile intent. In this sense, the Thucy-
dides Trap is less a prediction than a psychological condition 
one that can be self-fulfilling if leaders accept it uncritically.
Consider the evolving US–China relationship. Competition in 
the Indo-Pacific, disputes over technology and rival visions of 
global governance have all intensified tensions. Yet beneath 
these frictions lies a more complex reality: shared econom-
ic interests, overlapping crisis-management needs and inter-
linked supply chains. If strategic distrust hardens into ideolog-
ical confrontation, cooperation becomes politically costly even 
when it is practically necessary. The Trap, therefore, emerg-
es not from power transition alone, but from the erosion of 
diplomatic restraint. Russia’s trajectory adds another layer 
of complexity. Its confrontation with the West, particularly in 
the context of Ukraine, reflects a long-standing struggle over 
spheres of influence and security architecture in Europe. Yet 
even here, the assumption of inevitability obscures the role of 
policy choices, missed diplomatic opportunities and compet-
ing narratives of legitimacy. Conflict was not predetermined; 
it was the result of escalating cycles of action and reaction, 
each justified by the perceived intentions of the other.
What makes the current era particularly precarious is the 
simultaneity of these tensions. Unlike earlier periods of 
bipolar rivalry, today’s world is characterised by overlap-
ping arenas of competition. The United States and China 
contest technological leadership; Russia and the West con-
front each other militarily in Europe; and middle powers 
navigate shifting alignments in Asia, Africa and the Mid-
dle East. This multipolar friction increases the number of 
potential flashpoints, but it does not remove agency from 

decision-making. The crucial question, therefore, is wheth-
er leadership in these capitals can resist the logic of inev-
itability. The Thucydides Trap becomes dangerous when 
policymakers begin to believe in it as destiny. Once war or 
confrontation is seen as historically unavoidable, restraint 
appears naïve and compromise appears as weakness. This 
mindset narrows strategic options and elevates worst-case 
assumptions into guiding principles.
Yet history also shows that rivalry can be managed. The 
Cold War, despite its ideological hostility and nuclear dan-
ger, was contained through a combination of deterrence, 
diplomacy and institutional frameworks. Even at its most 
tense moments, channels of communication remained 
open. The lesson is not that rivalry disappears, but that 
it can be structured, limited and, at times, defused. In the 
present context, avoiding the Trap requires more than rhet-
oric. It demands sustained investment in crisis communica-
tion mechanisms, arms control frameworks and multilater-
al institutions capable of absorbing shocks. It also requires 
intellectual humility—the recognition that no single power 
fully controls the trajectory of the international system.
Equally important is the role of domestic politics. In all 
three major powers, internal pressures shape external 
behaviour. Nationalism, economic insecurity and political 
polarisation can amplify threat perceptions and reduce flex-
ibility. Leaders often find it easier to respond to external 
competition with firmness rather than nuance, especially 
when domestic audiences reward assertiveness. Ultimate-
ly, the Thucydides Trap should be understood not as a his-
torical law, but as a cautionary framework. It warns of the 
dangers inherent in transitions of power, but it does not 
dictate their outcome. Between structural pressure and 
political choice lies a wide space for diplomacy, misjudge-
ment, cooperation and restraint. The future of US–Russia–
China relations will not be determined by ancient analo-
gies, but by contemporary decisions. Whether the world 
moves toward confrontation or coexistence depends on 
whether leaders treat rivalry as a pathway to conflict or as 
a condition to be managed. The Trap, in this sense, is not 
destiny. It is a test of judgment in an age where the costs of 
failure are far greater than in Thucydides’ time.

As investment accelerates 
and technological barriers 

fall, these ambiguities 
could become sources of 
future conflict. History 

demonstrates that 
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and trade routes have 
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over lunar mining zones, 
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s leading professional golfer Ahmed Baig deliv-
ered an impressive performance at the 2026 am green IGPL Morocco 
Rising Stars, securing a tied-7th finish and building momentum ahead 
of this week’s $500,000 am green IGPL Bharath Classic. Playing at 
the Mazagan Beach & Golf Resort, Baig closed the tournament with a 
two-under-par 68, highlighted by six birdies and two bogeys. His strong 
finish reflected the consistency and attacking style that have estab-
lished him among Pakistan’s top golfing talents. After opening with a 
one-over-par 73, Baig bounced back superbly with rounds of 66, 70 and 
68 to finish the week on a positive note. His ability to recover from a 
slow start and compete strongly against an international field under-
lined his growing stature on the professional circuit.
Fellow Pakistani golfer Aadam Syed also enjoyed a solid week, carding 
rounds of 71, 69, 70 and 70 to finish in 20th place, further highlighting 
the progress of Pakistani golf on the international stage.
Thailand’s Tanapat Pichaikool claimed the title at 17-under par. The 
tournament served as valuable preparation for the am green IGPL Bhar-
ath Classic, which will be played from June 4-7 at the same venue and 
carries a prize purse of $500,000. Baig heads into the Asian Tour event 
with confidence, encouraged by his strong ball-striking and steady per-
formances throughout the week. His journey continues to inspire young 
golfers in Pakistan. Despite limited resources, Baig has emerged as one 
of the country’s most successful self-made sporting talents, aided signif-
icantly by the guidance and support of Brigadier (Retd) Riaz Bajwa, who 
played a key role in his development as a professional golfer.

Ahmed Baig Claims 
Tied-7th in Morocco

Briefs
Nawaz, Aseefa 

enter GB 
campaign 

ahead of polls
From Page 01

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif and Punjab Chief Minister 
Maryam Nawaz to pay great-
er attention to GB’s needs. 
Referring to a committee 
formed during his govern-
ment to address constitution-
al and financial issues related 
to the region, Nawaz said the 
initiative could not be com-
pleted because he was oust-
ed in 2017. He said the com-
mittee’s work would be taken 
to completion and expressed 
confidence that its final rec-
ommendations would benefit 
the GB people. Describing 
Gilgit-Baltistan as the cen-
tre of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
Nawaz said expanded trade 
with China through the re-
gion would generate prosper-
ity and employment opportu-
nities for local residents. He 
called for the construction of 
a motorway from Mansehra 
to Gilgit and said all pend-
ing development projects 
would be pursued under his 
personal supervision. The 
former premier said better 
healthcare facilities should 
be established so residents 
would not have to travel to 
Islamabad or other cities for 
treatment. Nawaz proposed 
housing loans for residents, 
noting that many people in 
the region still lacked homes 
of their own. Drawing a com-
parison with Punjab’s hous-
ing initiatives, he said similar 
schemes should be extended 
to Gilgit-Baltistan. He further 
called for interest-free loans 
for youth, scholarships and 
laptops for talented students, 
and announced plans to es-
tablish a women’s university 
in the region. Referring to 
the Diamer-Bhasha Dam, 
Nawaz said his government 
had allocated Rs100 billion 
in 2015 for land acquisition, 
but the project had yet to be 
completed despite the pas-
sage of more than a decade.

Trump 
terms 

Netanyahu..
From Page 01

Trump also claimed he 
had spoken with Hezbollah 
through representatives 
and that the group had 
agreed to stop firing at Isra-
el and its soldiers, while Is-
rael had also agreed to stop 
shooting at them. “Let’s see 
how long that lasts — Hope-
fully it will be for ETERNI-
TY!” Trump wrote. No US 
president has ever spoken 
with Hezbollah, with or 
without intermediaries, 
and the group is designat-
ed as a terrorist organisa-
tion by the United States. 
A Lebanese official told 
Reuters that Hezbollah had 
informed the United States, 
through Lebanon’s parlia-
ment Speaker Nabih Berri, 
that it was willing to halt 
attacks on northern Israel 
in exchange for Israel spar-
ing Beirut and its suburbs 
from strikes. Lebanon’s 
embassy in Washington said 
Hezbollah had accepted a 
US proposal for a “recip-
rocal cessation of attacks”.

Lebanon 
announces 

partial...
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intermediaries, had pledged 
not to attack Israel. No US 
president has ever spoken 
with Hezbollah, with or with-
out intermediaries. The US 
has designated the group 
as a terrorist organisation. 
Trump also said Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu agreed to pull 
back any troops preparing 
to attack Beirut. BEIRUT: 
Lebanese parliament speak-
er Nabih Berri, a Hezbollah 
ally, will guarantee the Iran-
backed group’s adherence 
to a “global ceasefire” with 
Israel, his adviser told AFP 
on Tuesday. Berri, who 
heads the Hezbollah-allied 
Amal party, has long acted 
as an intermediary between 
the group and the United 
States, which considers 
Hezbollah a “terrorist” or-
ganization. US President 
Donald Trump said late 
Monday that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu had agreed to call off 
a military raid on Beirut 
while Hezbollah agreed “all 
shooting will stop.” Adviser 
Ali Hamdan told AFP that 
“speaker Berri’s main de-
mand is a global ceasefire. 
If a global ceasefire deal is 
reached, he will guarantee 
Hezbollah’s respect for it.”

Serena Williams to return 
to tennis at Queen’s Club

American legend receives wildcard for  
Queen's Club women's doubles event 

LONDON: Serena Williams confirmed her return to tennis on 
Monday after an absence of nearly four years, with the Amer-
ican great set to compete in women’s doubles at Queen’s 
Club next week. The 44-year-old, who has not played com-
petitively since the 2022 US Open, has been granted a 
wild card for the London tournament, which starts on 
June 8. The 23-time Grand Slam singles champion will 
reportedly play alongside teenage Canadian Victoria 
Mboko. Rumours have swirled in recent months that 
the former world number one was on the verge of a re-
turn and Monday’s confirmation sent the tennis world 
into a frenzy. Williams shared a video on social media 
of herself on a tennis court containing the caption: 
“Guess everybody heard the news”, with her phone 
buzzing repeatedly in the background.
A post from the seven-time Wimbledon champion along-
side the video said: “Good news travels fast.” Tourna-
ment chiefs said her return would be “one of the biggest 
sporting moments of the year so far”. “Queen’s Club 
feels like the perfect place to begin this next chap-
ter,” Williams said in a statement from organisers. 
“Grass has given me some of the most meaning-
ful moments of my career, and I’m excited to be 
back competing on one of the sport’s most iconic 
stages.” Queen’s WTA tournament director Lau-
ra Robson described Williams as “one of the 
greatest athletes the world has ever seen”.
Williams’ third-round loss at Flushing Mead-
ows in 2022 left her one short of the all-
time record of 24 Grand Slam singles ti-
tles, jointly held by Margaret Court and 
Novak Djokovic. Her imminent return 
has been touted since it was re-
vealed in December she had re-en-

tered the anti-doping programme — a prerequisite to play on the tour again.
The American, renowned for her unparalleled power, denied she was planning a com-
petitive comeback but speculation grew. In March, Djokovic predicted a return for 
Williams and a number of players have spoken about the subject at the ongoing French 
Open. Coco Gauff, who lost in the third round at Roland Garros on Saturday, said 
she would love to face Williams for the first time. Former world number one Martina 
Navratilova, who launched a comeback at 43, hailed her fellow American. “Serena 
brought the game to another level and it is incredible for the sport that 

she’s pushing the boundaries and coming back,” she said.
“To many of  the younger p layers , 
they never  had the oppor tunit y 
to  p lay  her.  Some may have nev -
er  watched her  on te lev is ion so 

th is  wi l l  be a  new and exci t ing ex -
per ience.”  Wi l l iams,  who won her 

last  s ingles  Grand Slam in Austra l ia 
in  2017, spent  319 weeks at  the top of  the world 

rankings and won 73 s ingles  t i t les  on the W TA Tour.  She a lso won 
14 major  Grand Slam doubles  t i t les  with o lder  s ister  Venus Wi l l iams, 
who ended a  16 -month hiatus  from profess ional  tennis  last  year.  When 
Serena Wi l l iams stepped away from the cour t  in  2022 she did  not  want 

to  use the word “ret ir ing” but  instead expla ined she was “evolv ing” 
away from tennis .  She has earned nearly  $95 mi l l ion in  pr ize money 
and is  bel ieved to  be the highest -pa id  woman athlete  of  a l l  t ime.
The American has largely stayed away from tennis over the past few years, giving birth 
to a second daughter in 2023. She has focused on entrepreneurial projects through 

her venture capital fund Serena Ventures and has stakes in a number of sports teams. 
Wimbledon starts at the end of June and it is not clear whether Williams, if she plays, 
would feature as a singles or doubles player. Three-time Wimbledon champion John 
McEnroe said he was “semi-shocked” by her decision but added the “logical next 
step” would be for her to enter the singles draw at the grass-court Grand Slam. 
“She’s not coming back as ‘I’m happy to play and it’s fun’ — she wants to go win 
another major,” he said on TNT Sports. “That’s the only reason that I can think 
that Serena Williams will want to play tennis again.” – dna

Writ petitions maintainable 
against any person or body 

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Constitutional Court has ruled 
in a significant constitutional judgment that under Article 
199(1)(c) of the Constitution, High Courts have the au-
thority to issue appropriate directions for the enforcement 
of fundamental rights against ‘any person’, ‘institution’, or 
‘regulatory body’. According to the detailed judgment, a 
two-member bench comprising Justice Aamer Farooq and 
Justice Rozi Khan Bareech issued the verdict, which had 
been reserved on March 31, 2026, in appeals filed by the 
Peshawar High Court Bar Association.
The court observed that a review of the constitutional his-
tory of the High Courts’ writ jurisdiction, from the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, to the Constitutions of Pakistan 
of 1956, 1962, and the present Constitution, showed that 
the power had consistently remained broad and was never 
confined solely to government authorities.
The judgment stated that the purpose of Article 199(1)
(c) is to ensure the protection of fundamental rights. 
Therefore, where the rights of a citizen are affected by 
the actions of a private individual, a private institution, 
or an autonomous regulatory body, the High Court is 
competent to intervene.  The court emphasized that 
fundamental rights cannot be treated as merely theoret-
ical rights and that constitutional courts are duty-bound 

to ensure their effective enforcement. Referring to var-
ious judicial precedents, including the Pakistan Olym-
pic Association case, the court held that the phrase 
“any person” used in Article 199(1)(c) carries a wide 
meaning and includes bodies corporate, autonomous 
institutions, and other organizations. It observed that 
a violation of fundamental rights need not necessarily 
originate from a government entity.
Citing Article 5 of the Constitution, the court noted that 
loyalty to and obedience of the Constitution is obligatory 
upon every citizen.  According to the facts of the case, 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council had passed a resolu-
tion barring lawyers from representing a police officer ac-
cused in the murder case of a young lawyer. Subsequently, 
disciplinary proceedings were initiated against Supreme 
Court lawyer Shabbir Hussain Gigyani, while Advocate Ali 
Azeem Afridi’s licence was suspended for appearing be-
fore a court during a lawyers’ strike.
The affected lawyers challenged the actions before the 
Peshawar High Court, which set aside the Bar Council’s 
measures and held that lawyers have the right to prac-
tise their profession independently and to represent 
their clients. The Bar Council then filed appeals before 
the Federal Constitutional Court. – app

Iran to open 
nuclear...
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within Iran’s leadership 
structure continues to com-
plicate diplomatic efforts. 
The Strait of Hormuz, a crit-
ical global energy corridor, 
remains central to ongoing 
discussions between Wash-
ington and Tehran as both 
sides explore options for re-
ducing tensions and advanc-
ing broader negotiations over 
Iran’s nuclear programme.

Senior 
Iranian...
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agreement with the United 
States aimed at ending the 
conflict between the two 
countries, and discussions 
on the final text are continu-
ing in Tehran, a source close 
to the Iranian negotiating 
team told Mehr News on 
Tuesday. The source said 
Iran was reviewing the pro-
posal cautiously because of 
what it sees as a history of 
US non-compliance and long-
standing mistrust. “Based on 
previous experiences, Iran 
is seeking tangible and real 
benefits,” the source said.

Cabinet 
approves... 
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importers will be required to 
place standardized 2D bar-
codes and serialization data 
on medicine packaging. The 
system will enable regulators 
to monitor medicines from 
production to consumption, 
helping identify and elimi-
nate counterfeit products 
from the market. Minister 
said the decision represent-
ed a major and historic step 
towards ensuring the avail-
ability of safe and authen-
tic medicines in Pakistan.

Allies’ disa-
greements..
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Parliamentary sources said 
the government wants to 
pass important legislation 
before the budget session, 
adding that the proposed 
laws would have significant 
implications for the upcom-
ing federal budget. How-
ever, the Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP), a key govern-
ment ally, is not in favour of 
the legislation and is oppos-
ing the proposed amend-
ments, the sources said.

Romanian 
envoy...
From Page 01

EU’s strong stance on the 
matter. “I had an excellent 
meeting with the EU High 
Representative, Kaja Kallas, 
at the EU Delegation in Islam-
abad, alongside other EU am-
bassadors. On behalf of Min-
ister Oana Țoiu, I thanked 
her for the EU’s firm position 
on the recent Russian drone 
attack in Galați, which in-
jured two innocent Romanian 
citizens,” Stoenescu stated.

President 
felicitates...
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President Zardari said that 
Pakistan attached great im-
portance to its engagement 
with the European Union 
(EU) and highly valued Italy’s 
constructive role within the 
EU in promoting coopera-
tion, dialogue and internation-
al peace and stability. He also 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to further strength-
ening Pakistan-EU relations 
in areas of mutual interest.

Pak, Italy 
sign visa...
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multilateral forums, includ-
ing the United Nations and 
the European Union, the 
embassy said. Both sides 
expressed satisfaction with 
the substance and growing 
momentum of strategic co-
operation between the two 
countries and described the 
agreement as a reflection of 
mutual trust and friendship. 
They said the accord would 
facilitate smoother exchang-
es of diplomatic delegations 
and further strengthen bilat-
eral engagement. According 
to the statement, Pakistan 
and Italy currently maintain 
a broad framework of coop-
eration. Twenty-one memo-
randums of understanding 
have been signed between 
universities and think tanks, 
while 15 agreements be-
tween the two governments 
cover areas including tour-
ism, culture, science and 
technology, sports, higher 
defence studies and cooper-
ation against drug trafficking.

South Korea, Canada discuss 
stronger space, defense co-op

SEOUL: South Korea and 
Canada have discussed 
deeper partnership in ad-
vanced industries, includ-
ing space and defense, 
Seoul’s industry ministry 
said Tuesday, as the coun-
try is making last-minute 
efforts to win Canada’s sub-
marine project.
The Ministry of Trade, In-
dustry and Resources and 
the Korea Trade-Invest-
ment Promotion Agency 
(KOTRA) jointly hosted 
a business roundtable in 
Toronto on Monday (local 
time) to promote cooper-
ation between Korean and 
Canadian companies.
The event was attended by 
presidential chief of staff 
Kang Hoon-sik, currently 
in Canada as Seoul’s envoy 
for special economic co-
operation, along with Vice 
Industry Minister Moon 
Shin-hak, Minister of the 
Defense Acquisition Pro-
gram Administration Lee 
Yong-cheol and some 50 
business leaders from the 

two countries, according 
to the ministry. The visit 
by the high-ranking Korean 
officials to Canada is widely 
seen as a move to support 
Seoul’s bid to win Ottawa’s 
high-profile submarine pro-
curement project.
Currently, South Korea’s 
Hanwha Ocean Co.-HD 
Hyundai Heavy Industries 
Co. consortium is compet-
ing with Germany’s Thys-
senkrupp Marine Systems 
for the estimated 60 tril-
lion-won (US$39.7 billion) 
deal, with Canada expected 
to announce the preferred 
bidder in late June.
During the business round-
table, Hanwha proposed 
ways to deepen space and 
defense cooperation be-
tween South Korea and 
Canada, while Hyundai Mo-
tor Co. unveiled its vision 
for hydrogen partnership 
between the two countries, 
the ministry said.
Korean and Canadian com-
panies signed three memo-
randums of understanding 

for collaboration in space 
and defense sectors mark-
ing the event, it added.
“If Canada’s abundant 
resources and advanced 
technological capabili-
ties are combined with 
Korea’s world-class man-
ufacturing capacity, the 
two countries will be able 
to lead the global market 
in advanced industries,” 
Kang was quoted as say-
ing. On Tuesday, the presi-
dential chief of staff wrote 
on his Facebook account 
that he held a meeting 
on Monday (local time) 
with Canadian Secretary 
of State for Defense Pro-
curement Stephen Fuhr 
and Defense Minister 
David McGuinty. In the 
meeting, Kang stressed 
Seoul’s “willingness and 
capacity” to proactively 
contribute to Canada’s 
security amid growing se-
curity uncertainties stem-
ming from the conflict in 
the Middle East and other 
issues, he wrote. – app

India takes down 
giant Messi statue 

over safety concerns
A gold-coloured statue was unveiled 
in December during Messi’s much-

publicised GOAT tour of India 

A giant statue of football superstar Lionel Messi was 
taken down in India on Monday after it was spotted 

swaying dangerously in the wind, authorities said. Hy-
draulic cranes and ropes were used to dismantle the 
21-metre (70-foot) sculpture in Kolkata, the capital of 
West Bengal state, before it was taken away on an open-
top flatbed truck, AFP journalists saw. “The statue was 
removed on Monday afternoon after locals complained 
it was swaying in the wind,” state lawmaker Sharadwat 
Mukherjee told AFP. Mukherjee said the statue would 
be kept in a government warehouse while authorities de-
cide on a new location. The gold-coloured statue, depict-
ing the 38-year-old Argentina and Inter Miami star lifting 
the World Cup trophy, was unveiled in December dur-
ing Messi’s much-publicised GOAT tour of India. Messi 
will captain Argentina at the upcoming World Cup, to 
be co-hosted by the United States, Canada and Mexico. 
The statue drew scrutiny as political power shifted in 
West Bengal, where Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party swept into of-
fice last month after defeating the opposition Trinamool 
Congress (TMC). The statue was reportedly designed 
under the patronage of former chief minister and TMC 
leader Mamata Banerjee, and was criticised by the new 
BJP sports minister Nisith Pramanik as “unsightly”.

SC seeks federal 
govt’s response over 
non-payment of APS 

martyrs’ package
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Tuesday sought 
a response from the federal government regarding the 
non-payment of the announced compensation package 
to the families of the martyrs of the Army Public School 
(APS) tragedy. A three-member bench headed by Justice 
Muhammad Ali Mazhar heard the case.
During the proceedings, Justice Irfan Saadat remarked that 
the petition had been filed with a delay of 25 days.
Counsel for the petitioners submitted that the compensa-
tion package announced by the government for the families 
of the APS martyrs had still not been provided.
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar observed that if the pack-
age had been granted to some individuals, it should be 
extended to all affected families. He further directed the 
federal government to clarify the extent to which the judg-
ment of the Peshawar High Court had been implemented.
The court also considered a contempt petition filed by the 
families of the martyrs concerning the alleged non-imple-
mentation of the Peshawar High Court’s decision. The High 
Court had previously dismissed the contempt application.
After preliminary hearing, the Supreme Court adjourned 
further proceedings in the case for an indefinite period and 
sought a response from the federal government. – app

Pakistani 
mangoes 

export target 
slashed

PESHAWAR: Pakistan’s 
mango export season begin 
under mounting pressure 
from geopolitical tensions 
in the Middle East, soaring 
freight costs, climate-relat-
ed challenges and declining 
fruit yields, prompting ex-
porters to cut this year’s ex-
port target by nearly 30 per-
cent.Pakistan Travel Guide
The first shipment of Paki-
stani mangoes is scheduled 
to leave for international 
markets on Tuesday, but in-
dustry stakeholders fear one 
of the most difficult export 
seasons in recent years. Ac-
cording to Waheed Ahmed, 
Patron-in-Chief Pakistan 
Fruit and Vegetable Export-
ers, Importers and Mer-
chants Association (PFVA), 
exporters are grappling 
with unprecedented logisti-
cal and financial hurdles as 
regional instability disrupts 
access to key Gulf markets, 
the largest destination for 
Pakistani mangoes. – app
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ISLAMABAD:  Minister for National Food Security & 
Research, Rana Tanveer Hussain on Tuesday said that 
Pakistan needed smart taxation in order to promote 
nutrition, innovation and rural economy. The minister 
was addressing a high-level consultation organized by 
the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
where key stakeholders from government, academia, 
industry, and development partners gathered to deliber-
ate on the rationalization of Federal Excise Duty (FED) 
on beverages and juice products in Pakistan. The discus-
sion centered on the economic, nutritional, industrial, 
and agricultural dimensions of the existing tax structure 
and its broader implications for the country’s food and 
beverage sector. The minister underscored that taxation 
is not merely a fiscal instrument but also a policy tool 
that shapes consumption patterns, public health out-
comes, and industrial development. He observed that 
the current uniform FED regime does not adequately 
reflect the significant differences in sugar content, nu-
tritional value, and economic contribution across vari-
ous beverage categories, and therefore calls for a more 
nuanced and evidence-based approach to taxation. Rana 
Tanveer Hussain emphasized that Pakistan’s policy 
framework must carefully balance multiple objectives, 
including the protection of public health, the sustain-

ability of domestic agriculture, the competitiveness of 
industry, and the stability of government revenues. He 
noted that these goals are not contradictory and can be 
pursued simultaneously through calibrated and rational 
policy design. Highlighting the link between the bever-
age industry and agriculture, the minister pointed out 
that the formal juice industry plays an important role 
in strengthening agro-based value chains by procuring 
substantial quantities of locally produced fruits, thereby 
generating income opportunities for farmers, transport-
ers, processors, packaging suppliers, and rural work-
ers. He stressed that policy stability in this sector 
is essential for encouraging investment, value addi-
tion, and long-term growth. At the same time, he drew 
attention to the growing challenge of undocumented 
and unregulated markets, cautioning that excessive 
pressure on documented industries can unintention-
ally shift consumers toward cheaper, lower-quality 
alternatives.  Such shifts, he noted, raise serious 
concerns regarding food safety, consumer protection, 
and revenue leakage, and therefore require careful 
policy calibration The minister also highlighted the 
global trend toward differentiated taxation based on 
sugar content and nutritional composition, stating 
that Pakistan should move in a similar direction by 

encouraging healthier product formulations and in-
novation within the industry.He stressed that incen-
tives for low-sugar and no-added-sugar products can 
play a constructive role in improving public health 
outcomes while supporting industrial modernization. 
Referring to the broader agricultural context, Rana 
Tanveer Hussain underlined the importance of value 
addition through fruit processing as a means to enhance 
export competitiveness, reduce post-harvest losses, and 
strengthen rural livelihoods. He noted that Pakistan has 
significant untapped potential in agro-processing, which 
can be realized through supportive and rational policy 
frameworks. Reaffirming the Government’s commitment, 
the minister stated that Pakistan seeks to simultaneously 
advance public health, strengthen agriculture and industry, 
and ensure fiscal sustainability through effective revenue 
mobilization.  He described these objectives as mutually 
reinforcing rather than conflicting, provided that policy-
making remains thoughtful, balanced, and evidence-driven. 
Appreciating SDPI for convening the consultation, he high-
lighted the importance of inclusive stakeholder engage-
ment in shaping effective public policy and expressed hope 
that the deliberations would lead to practical, actionable 
recommendations for the government to consider in fu-
ture reforms of the FED regime.—DNA

Tanveer  for smart taxation to  
promote rural economy

Briefs
PSX turns 

bullish, 
gains over 
421 points

ISLAMABAD: The bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of 
the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) turned 
around to bullish trend on 
Tuesday, gaining 421.57 
points, a positive change 
of 0.25 percent, closing at 
171,021.77 points against 
170,600.20 points on the 
last trading day, according 
to PSX data.
During the session, the 
ready market recorded a 
trading volume of 550.790 
million shares with a trad-
ed value of Rs 27.444 bil-
lion, compared to 589.759 
million shares valuing Rs 
31.984 billion in the pre-
vious session. The market 
capitalization increased to 
Rs 18.940 trillion from Rs 
18.876 trillion a day earli-
er.
Out of 488 active compa-
nies in the ready market, 
221 advanced, 226 de-
clined, and 41 remained 
unchanged.
WorldCall Telecom topped 
the volume chart with 
42.984 million shares, 
followed by Treet Battery 
Ltd. with 41.012 million 
shares and Dewan Ce-
ment with 30.501 million 
shares.
The top gainers included 
The Thal Industries Cor-
poration Limited, which 
increased by Rs 84.70 to 
close at Rs 931.72, and 
Nestle Pakistan Limited, 
which gained Rs 56.29 to 
settle at Rs 7,702.00. On 
the losing side, PIA Hold-
ing Company LimitedB 
declined by Rs 333.90 
to close at Rs 17,612.00, 
while Khairpur Sugar Mills 
Limited fell by Rs 267.24 
to close at Rs 2,405.12 
In the futures market, 
310 companies traded, 
of which 161 recorded 
gains, 142 declined, and 7 
remained unchanged, ac-
cording to PSX data.—APP

Gold prices 
increase by 

Rs 4,600 per 
tola

ISLAMABAD : The prices 
of gold registered a sharp 
increase in the local mar-
ket on Tuesday, with 24 
karat gold per tola gain-
ing Rs 4,600 to settle at 
Rs 476,362 compared to 
Rs 471,762 on the previ-
ous trading day, according 
to rates issued by the All 
Pakistan Sarafa Gems and 
Jewellers Association.
Similarly, the price of 10 
grams of 24 karat gold in-
creased by Rs 3,944 to Rs 
408,403 from Rs 404,459, 
whereas 10 grams of 
22 karat gold rose by 
Rs 3,616 to Rs 374,383 
against Rs 370,767 In the 
international market, the 
price of gold increased by 
$46 to $4,540 per ounce 
from $4,494. Meanwhile, 
the price of silver per tola 
increased by Rs 94 to Rs 
8,153, while the price of 
10 grams of silver rose 
by Rs 80 to Rs 6,989. The 
price of silver in the inter-
national market increased 
by $0.94 to $76.69 per 
ounce, the association re-
ported—APP

Rupee gains 
01 paisa 

against US 
Dollar

ISLAMABAD:The Rupee 
on Tuesday appreciated 
by 01 paisa against the 
US Dollar in interbank 
trading and closed at Rs 
278.46 compared to the 
previous day’s closing of 
Rs 278.47.
According to the Forex 
Association of Pakistan 
(FAP), the buying and 
selling rates of the Dollar 
in the open market were 
recorded at Rs 278.30 
and Rs 279.55, respec-
tively The price of the 
Euro against the rupee 
decreased by Rs 0.25 and 
closed at Rs 324.40 from 
the previous day’s close 
of Rs 324.65, according 
to the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP). The Japanese 
Yen remained unchanged 
to close at Rs 1.74, 
whereas the exchange 
rate of the British Pound 
witnessed an increase of 
Rs 0.18 and closed at Rs 
375.18 compared to the 
previous day’s Rs 375.03. 
The exchange rate of 
the Emirate Dirham 
stood stagnant to close at 
Rs75.82, and the Saudi Ri-
yal came down by 01 paisa 
to close at 74.19._APP

Asia’s 
glaciers, 

Indonesia’s 
‘eternal 

snow’ may 
disappear 

Jakarta : Indonesia’s 
“eternal snow,” Asia’s last 
two tropical glaciers, are 
projected to disappear by 
2027, the country’s me-
teorology agency said on 
Tuesday, as global warming 
has dramatically acceler-
ated ice melt Perched on 
Puncak Jaya, a mountain 
surrounded by dense rain-
forests in Indonesia’s east-
ernmost province of Papua, 
the Carstenz Glacier and 
the East Northwall Fin are 
remnants of the last Ice Age 
and have existed for around 
5,000 years. The Papuan 
glaciers have undergone a 
rapid loss of coverage and 
thickness in the past three 
decades that will cause the 
ice sheets to completely dis-
appear by next year, Indo-
nesia’s Meteorological, Cli-
matology, and Geophysics 
Agency BMKG has found. 
“The loss of ice in Puncak 
Jaya has been dramatic over 
the last century,” BMKG 
said in a statement to Arab 
News. “Based on current 
retreat rates, the glaciers 
are expected to disappear 
completely no later than 
2026 or 2027.” Around the 
beginning of the industrial 
revolution, in 1850, the to-
tal glacier area on the Pun-
cak Jaya mountain range 
was estimated at around 
19.3 sq. km. But by Septem-
ber 2025, they had shrunk 
to a mere 0.09 sq. km. The 
two glaciers that remain 
today used to belong to a 
group of six, with the other 
four having completely dis-
appeared. Though atmos-
pheric warming has been a 
primary long-term driver of 
the ice melt, strong weather 
events driven by El Nino — 
a phenomenon that causes 
tropical ocean water and 
atmospheric temperatures 
to get warmer — has sped 
up the thinning of the gla-
cier.“The El Nino anticipat-
ed for the latter half of 2026 
is likely to hasten the thaw, 
ensuring that the current 
vanishing timeline remains 
unchanged,” BMKG said.—
APP

Indonesia, 
Qatar eye 

defense coop 
agreement

JAKARTA: Indonesia and 
Qatar have expressed an in-
tent to sign a defense coop-
eration agreement as both 
countries seek to boost de-
fense capacity and coopera-
tion, officials said on Tues-
day. Indonesian Defense 
Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoed-
din met his Qatari coun-
terpart Sheikh Saoud bin 
Abdurrahman bin Hassan 
⁠bin Ali Al-Thani ⁠in Jakarta 
on Tuesday. The ministers 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding, Sjafrie said. 
“Although we are still in 
the process of formulating 
a Defense ⁠Cooperation 
Agreement (DCA), today 
we will be signing an agree-
ment leading up to the 
DCA,” Sjafrie told report-
ers. Both ministries also 
signed other agreements to 
hold joint military training 
and education, as well as 
agreements related to the 
defense industry, Sjafrie 
said ⁠without ⁠giving further 
details. “Relationship be-
tween Indonesia and Qatar 
is very strategic, especially 
in defense sector … We look 
forward for further coopera-
tion between our two coun-
tries,” the Qatari minister 
said._APP

ME war 
hammering 
aid supply 
chains: UN

GENEVA: Even if the Mid-
dle East war stopped im-
mediately, disrupted global 
humanitarian supply lines 
would not recover before 
2027, the United Nations said 
Tuesday.Nearly 100 days on 
from the February 28 US-Is-
raeli attacks on Iran which 
triggered the conflict, the 
fall-out extends far beyond 
the Middle East region, said 
Jean-Cedric Meeus, chief of 
global transport and logistics 
for the UN children’s agency 
UNICEF. “The disruption 
to the global humanitarian 
supply chain is impacting 
children across all the globe, 
with continued congestion in 
global supply chain routes 
and higher costs,” he told a 
press conference in Geneva. 
Weeks of indirect US-Iran 
talks, threats and air strikes 
have failed to end the war or 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz, 
the key shipping channel for 
Gulf oil and gas. —APP

New motorway linking 
Pak, China announced
Highlighting the economic significance of the project, Federal Minister Abdul Aleem Khan stated that 
traditionally, trade from the Arabian Sea to China via existing routes consumes an immense amount of 

time and leads to a massive wastage of financial resources

dna

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Com-
munications Abdul Aleem Khan on Tues-
day announced that a new state-of-the-art 
Motorway (MNJC) comprising Mansehra, 
Kaghan, Naran, Jhal Khand and Chi-
las will be constructed, providing an 
excellent and safe alternative route 
to the Karakoram Highway. Chairing 
a high-level meeting of the National 
Highway Authority (NHA), the minis-
ter said the proposed Mansehra-Naran-
Jhal Khand-Chilas (MNJC) Motorway 
would reduce travel distance on the ex-
isting Karakoram Highway by up to 120 
kilometres and provide a safer and more 
efficient route for passengers and trade. 
During the briefing, it was shared that 
the total length of the MNJC Motorway 
will be 172 kilometers. According to the 
Federal Minister Abdul Aleem Khan, this 
project will be completed in two phas-
es. In the first phase, the Motorway will be 
built from Mansehra to Kaghan, Naran, and 
Babusar Top, while in the second phase, 
the project will be completed from Babusar 
Top to Chilas. A major highlight of the pro-
ject is the construction of the 13.5 km long 
Babusar Tunnel which will be the longest 
tunnel in Pakistan. Keeping future require-
ments in mind, this 4-lane Motorway will 
have the capacity to be expanded into 6 

lanes. Furthermore, modern rest areas will 
be built every 25 to 30 kilometers for com-
muters and specialized trucking terminals 
for goods transport will be established on 
both sides of the Motorway.Highlighting 
the economic significance of the project, 
Federal Minister Abdul Aleem Khan stated 
that traditionally, trade from the Arabian 
Sea to China via existing routes consumes 
an immense amount of time and leads to a 
massive wastage of financial resources. In 

contrast to this lengthy and costly transit, 
this new Motorway will be directly linked 
with China, connecting Western China to 
the Ports of Karachi and Gwadar. This net-
work will serve as the fastest, shortest, and 
most cost-effective route from the Arabian 
Sea to Western China, drastically reduc-
ing transit times and expenditures while 
proving to be a real game-changer for the 
sustainable development of the Gwadar 
Port.  At the conclusion of the meeting, the 

Federal Minister issued directives to the 
concerned to finalize all technical aspects 
of the project within the stipulated time 
frame. Secretary Communications and 
Chairman NHA were also present. In the 
meeting of the National Highway Authority, 
key decisions were approved to modern-
ize the country’s communication network. 
During the meeting, Federal Minister for 
Communications was briefed in detail on 
crucial matters and new projects.
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UN warns funding cuts could 
worsen Rohingya crisis 

DHAKA: The UN refugee agency warned on Tuesday that declining humanitarian funding could significantly worsen 
conditions for around 1.2 million Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, nearly nine years after they fled Myanmar, as aid 
groups struggle to sustain essential services. As global crises multiply and donor budgets tighten, the United Nations 
and its partners are finding it increasingly difficult to maintain support for one of the world’s largest refugee populations. 
The pressure has grown with the arrival of about 150,000 more Rohingya Muslims since early 2024, fleeing renewed 
violence in Myanmar, UNHCR said. Meanwhile, the US and some European countries have cut funding for international 
aid in recent years. Last ⁠month, the UN ⁠and the Bangladesh government launched a $710.5 million appeal to fund food, 
shelter, health care, education and protection services. However, the appeal — already 26 percent lower than last year’s — 
remains only about 60 percent funded, underscoring mounting financial strain. The funding push comes ahead of the ninth 
anniversary of the August 2017 military crackdown in Myanmar’s Rakhine State, which forced some 750,000 ⁠Rohingya 
to flee to Muslim-majority Bangladesh. “For decades, Rohingya people have been driven from their homes in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State, with Bangladesh providing protection to successive movements of refugees since the late seventies,” 
UNHCR spokesperson Babar Baloch said. Life in the Rohingya camps in Bangladesh remains bleak. Overcrowded and 
fragile, the settlements face constant threats from extreme weather, disease and insecurity, with limited access to basic 
services compounding hardships. With limited access to education and jobs, refugees remain largely dependent on aid, 
with recent food ration cuts deepening hardship, while vulnerable groups — including women, ⁠children, the elderly ⁠and 
people with disabilities — face the greatest risks. As conflict in Myanmar persists, prospects for a safe return remain slim, 
while growing desperation is pushing some Rohingya to undertake perilous sea journeys to Malaysia or Indonesia — with 
nearly 900 reported missing or dead in 2025, the deadliest year on record “We just want the world not to forget that we 
are still living through this suffering, day after day, year after year. We see no clear future here and no way of returning 
home,” said refugee Mohammed Jashim, 35, a father of three from the camps in Bangladesh. UNHCR called on donors to 
continue supporting Rohingya refugees until returns can take place safely.—Agencies 

UK has ‘failed the Palestinian 
people’: Thornberry

LONDON: The UK government has let down the Palestinian people by failing to stand up to Israel or follow 
through with support for a two-state solution, a prominent MP with the ruling Labour Party has said Emily 
Thornberry, the former shadow attorney general, said the government lacked ambition when it came to Gaza 
and had allowed Israel to act with “impunity” there and in the West Bank, The Guardian reported on Tuesday. 
“Anyone who believes that what Gazans have right now is a genuine ceasefire has to look at what the truth is. 
They need to look at the pictures of the children who’ve been bitten by rats as they sleep in displacement camps 
in mountains of rubble,” said Thornberry, who chairs the Foreign Affairs Select Committee. “More than 72,000 
Palestinians have been killed, but we also know that the death toll continues to rise during this so-called cease-
fire.” Speaking at an event in London hosted by Medical Aid for Palestinians and the Council for Arab-British 
Understanding, she said though recognizing a Palestinian state was the correct first step to take, more needs 
to be done to bring about a two-state solution. “We knew, and we have to remember, that recognition was only 
the first step,” she added. “Where’s the second step, where’s the 10th step, what are we doing?” Thornberry 
condemned the government’s slow reaction to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s announcement last week 
that he plans for Israel to control as much as 70 percent of Gaza. “I’ve always been so proud that Britain has always 
realized the importance of international law. It’s something we’re strong on, probably for good reason since much 
of international law was written by British lawyers. “But when it comes to our record on Palestine, I’m afraid we’ve 
fallen well short, and in doing so we’ve failed the Palestinian people.” Thornberry noted that it had been 682 days 
since the International Court of Justice issued an advisory position on the legality of Israel’s occupation of Palestin-
ian land, yet the UK had yet to respond to it. “If you accept the ICJ advisory opinion that settlements are illegal and 
states should do everything they can not to facilitate them, then there are certain actions that should follow logical-
ly,” she said. “We should be banning the import of goods produced in illegal settlements. We should be going further. 
We should be placing sanctions on those involved in the settlements. We should be making sure we’re stopping the 
involvement of any British companies. We should be coming down hard on insurance networks. We should be making 
it clear that it’s not possible to construct settlements on the West Bank, and we’re going to do everything to stop 
it.” Thornberry urged the UK to reconvene the group of countries that backed Palestinian statehood in 2025. “Let’s 
act together so we make sure it’s so economically painful for Israel that settlement expansion becomes untenable, 
because what’s happening in the West Bank is untenable — families driven from their homes, communities under 
constant threat, Palestinians being lynched in the streets,” she said. “That is what we should be confronting. Words 
of condemnation are just not going to cut it. The tragedy of Gaza is a lesson of what happens when you do too little 
too late. We failed to intervene early enough. We failed to apply enough pressure when pressure might’ve made a 
difference, and we can’t let the West Bank suffer the same fate.”

China owns more than 11,000 
German-developed patents

BERLIN: China has taken ownership of more than 11,300 
patents developed in Germany over the past two decades, 
according to a study by the German Economic Institute 
(IW) commissioned by the Bertelsmann Foundation. Near-
ly one in three inventions developed in Germany is owned 
by a foreign entity. Of those, almost a third are held by US 
owners and about 11 percent by ⁠Swiss owners, the study 
⁠showed on Tuesday. The shift is especially pronounced in 
mechanical engineering, where patent applications rose to 
4,300 in 2022 from 3,300 in 2000. The study said China 
had been particularly active in acquiring ⁠technologies in 
the sector “German companies also hold patents abroad. 
That is part of normal competition,” IW expert Oliver 
Koppel said. But he said Beijing directed Western ac-
quisitions strategically while keeping its own market 
relatively closed to foreign investors. “That is an imbal-
ance,” Koppel said, adding that Europe must examine 
more closely where strategically relevant technologies 
are ⁠migrating. Germany’s ⁠domestic innovative strength 
is weakening due to insufficient investment in research 
and development, IW said.
Germany ranked third worldwide in R&D spending in 
2000, when its outlays were twice as high as China’s, but 
it had slipped to sixth place by 2021. China, by contrast, 
has increased its R&D spending twentyfold over the pe-
riod, the institute said.—DNA

India resumes 
trade talks with US

New Delhi: India and the US have almost concluded the 
first part of their new trade deal, the Indian commerce 
minister said, as delegations began talks in New Delhi on 
Tuesday. A US delegation led by Assistant US Trade Rep-
resentative for South and Central Asia Brendan Lynch ar-
rived in India on Monday. The three-day visit takes place 
four months after the two countries formally initiated talks, 
and the first phase of the deal was now almost ready, In-
dia’s Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal told reporters. “US 
Ambassador Sergio Gor said that 99 percent of the things 
have been finalized. Discussions are going on about small 
issues — commas and full stops,” he said, adding that he 
was confident that they would “conclude the first tranche 
of the BTA as soon as possible, sign it and start further 
discussions on how to have a more comprehensive BTA.” 
India and the US released a framework for an interim trade 
agreement in early February. US reciprocal tariffs on In-
dian goods were accordingly set at 18 percent, while India 
agreed to eliminate or reduce tariffs on all American industrial 
goods and a wide range of food and agricultural products. The 
framework came six months after US President Donald Trump 
accused India of funding Moscow’s war in Ukraine by buying 
Russian oil and hit the country with 50 percent tariffs on most of 
the exports. Negotiations on the new deal slowed, however, after 
the US Supreme Court struck down Trump’s tariff policies a few 
weeks later. Goyal said that during the current talks, negotiators 
would examine how these legal changes in the US will be “reflect-
ed in the final agreement, and what kind of changes will be made 
accordingly.” Ahead of the US delegation’s arrival, US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio took to social media to announce that 
India had “committed to purchasing $500 billion in US goods 
over the next five years, focusing on energy, technology, and 
agriculture.” Indian officials have not commented. _APP



Wednesday, June 03, 2026    |    www.islamabadpost.com.pk

IslamabadPOST

EU says Germany, France should 
phase out border checks

News Desk

BRUSSELS: Germany, France, Italy and other EU countries 
that have put in place border controls with other nations in 
the bloc should move to phase them out, Brussels said Tues-
day. The European Commission said the bloc’s new external 
digital border check system and the imminent coming into 
force of a migration pact strengthening screening proce-
dures lessened the need for internal controls. “With these 
conditions in place, member states are in the position to 
work toward phasing out controls at internal borders,” said 
Magnus Brunner, the EU’s commissioner for migration.
Free movement is the rule within the EU’s Schengen area 
and countries can put up checks at the frontier with fellow 
members only if they feel there is a threat to public order 
or internal security. Such measures should be exceptional 
and temporary — in principle not lasting more than two 
years. Yet, under political pressure to crack down on mi-
gration, many capitals have increasingly used the clause to 
deploy agents to check comings and goings.

Germany has had some sort of controls on at least part of 
its border almost continuously in place since 2015.
When checks last more than 12 months, the commission 
has to review the case for them. On Tuesday it issued opin-
ions to Austria, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, The 
Netherlands Slovenia, Sweden and Norway.
The latter is not an EU member but is part of the Schen-
gen area. It found that overall the checks were established 
“due to genuine and legitimate concerns related to securi-
ty threats and the migratory situation.”
But it suggested that they should be gradually replaced by 
“non-systematic police checks,” “mobile biometric identifi-
cation” and “vehicle tracking technologies.”
Irregular border crossings into the EU detected by 
authorities fell by 40 percent in the first four months 
of 2026 compared with the same period last year, ac-
cording to the EU’s border agency.
The bloc’s new automated system replacing passport 
stamps with a digital registration and the collection of fa-
cial images and fingerprints, became operational in April 
— causing long queues at some airports.

Briefs
Israeli fire 
kills three 

in Gaza
News Desk

CAIRO: Israeli fire killed at 
least three Palestinians in 
separate incidents across 
the Gaza Strip on Tuesday, 
Gaza health officials said.
Medics said at least one per-
son was killed and four were 
wounded when an Israeli 
airstrike hit a vehicle east of 
Deir Al-Balah in the central 
Gaza Strip. The blast left 
the vehicle a mangled skel-
eton. Another strike earlier 
in the day killed one person 
and wounded another in 
the nearby Zawayda town, 
they added, while Israeli 
gunfire killed one man in 
northwest Khan Younis, 
south of the enclave.
The Israeli military did not 
immediately comment on 
either of the incidents.
An October ceasefire, bro-
kered by US President Don-
ald Trump, has failed to halt 
Israeli attacks in Gaza.
Israel and Hamas are dead-
locked in indirect talks over 
implementing the second 
phase of the deal, which 
includes the group’s disar-
mament and Israeli army 
withdrawals. The ceasefire 
left Israel in control of more 
than half of Gaza, with Ha-
mas controlling a sliver of 
coastal territory.
Some 930 Palestinians 
have been killed in Israe-
li strikes since the truce 
came into effect, accord-
ing to figures from Gaza 
health officials that do not 
distinguish between com-
batants and civilians. Four 
Israeli soldiers have been 
killed by militants during 
the same period, the coun-
try’s military has said.

NAB hands 
over recovered 

assets to 
KP Govt 

dna
PESHAWAR: The Nation-
al Accountability Bureau 
(NAB)  handed over assets 
worth more than Rs6 billion 
recovered in the Kohistan 
financial corruption case 
to the Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP) government. NAB 
Chairman Lieutenant Gen-
eral (Retd.) Nazir Ahmed 
formally transferred the re-
covered assets to KP Chief 
Secretary Shahab Ali Shah 
during a ceremony held in 
Peshawar on Tuesday.
According to a statement 
issued by NAB, assets 
worth over Rs6 billion were 
handed over to the pro-
vincial government in the 
first phase. The recovered 
assets include cash, gold, 
valuable properties, and 
luxury vehicles.
NAB said that the recov-
ery was made possible 
through a comprehensive 
and systematic investi-
gation into the Kohistan 
corruption case. The 
Kohistan financial cor-
ruption scandal allegedly 
involved the embezzle-
ment of more than Rs37 
billion in public funds.
As part of the investi-
gation, NAB Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa conducted 
forensic and financial ex-
aminations of more than 
1,500 bank accounts. 
Chairman NAB Lt Gen (R) 
Nazir Ahmed said the com-
plex financial fraud was un-
covered through effective 
investigative efforts and 
praised NAB KP Director 
General Farmanullah and 
the investigation team 
for their performance.

Rubio faces 
Congress for 

first time
DNA

WASHINGTON: Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio 
faced a litany of questions 
Tuesday about the Trump 
administration’s fragile or 
stalling diplomatic efforts 
around the world when he 
appears for back-to-back 
hearings on Capitol Hill 
for the first time since the 
Iran war began.
The Republican former 
senator will sit before 
House and Senate commit-
tees to make the State De-
partment’s annual budget 
request. But the focus is 
likely to shift quickly to the 
already unsteady ceasefire 
between Washington and 
Tehran, which has been fur-
ther tested in recent days 
by back-and-forth attacks.
Cabinet members, includ-
ing Rubio, have defended 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to launch the con-
flict despite promises over 
the years not to engage in 
“forever wars” in the Mid-
dle East. That work has 
been made more difficult 
by Trump’s shifting goals 
for the conflict.
While Rubio is testifying be-
fore Congress for the first 
time since the Iran war start-
ed on Feb. 28, he took part 
in a classified briefing for law-
makers days after the first 
US and Israeli strikes. He 
faced Democrats’ anger over 
the lack of congressional 
approval but strong support 
from most Republicans for 
taking action against one of 
America’s oldest adversaries.

Bahrain bans 
citizens 

travel to Iran
DUBAI: Bahrain has 
banned citizens from trav-
eling to Iran and Iraq until 
further notice citing re-
gional security concerns, 
the interior ministry said 
on Tuesday. The ministry 
statement said that “it has 
been decided to prohibit cit-
izens from traveling to both 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and the Republic of Iraq, 
until further notice.”
It said the decision was 
made due to the current 
security situation resulting 
from “the repercussions of 
the Iranian aggression, and 
out of concern for preserv-
ing the security of the home-
land and the safety of all 
citizens.”   Iran and its prox-
ies in Iraq have launched at-
tacks against Gulf countries, 
including Bahrain, since 
the onset of the US-Israeli 
conflict with Iran. – app

Pakistan urges UN to make 
mediation first line of defence 
Envoy tells UNSC 2,000 sq km of Lebanon under “illegal Israeli 
occupation”, warns evacuation orders causing civilian suffering

DNA

NEW YORK: Amid rising tensions 
in the Middle East and continuing 
diplomatic efforts surrounding 
the US-Iran conflict, Pakistan told 
the United Nations on Monday 
that mediation must become the 
guiding principle of conflict pre-
vention rather than a tool used 
only after crises erupt.
This message was conveyed by 
Pakistan’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN, Ambassador Asim 
Iftikhar Ahmad, during the UN 
General Debate on strengthening 
the role of mediation in the peace-

ful settlement of disputes, conflict 
prevention and resolution. 
“Peaceful settlement of disputes 
remains a cornerstone of Paki-
stan’s foreign policy and a solemn 
obligation under the UN Charter,” 
he said, adding, “The true test of 
our commitment to peace is not 
how we condemn conflicts after 
they break out, but how proac-
tively we prevent them in the first 
place.” Describing mediation as 
an essential instrument for peace, 
he said: “Mediation is the bridge 
between confrontation and peace. 
It enables diplomacy to further 
its noble purpose to replace force 
with reason, silence with dialogue, 

and human suffering with justice.”
“Conflicts arise when diplomacy is 
delayed, dialogue is avoided, and 
disputes are allowed to fester,” he 
said, stressing that the UN’s first re-
sponsibility was not only to respond 
to conflicts after they erupt but also 
to prevent them before they destroy 
lives, regions and generations.”
Ambassador Ahmad also referred 
to UN Security Council Resolution 
2788, presented by Pakistan and 
adopted unanimously in July 2025. 
He said the resolution reaffirmed 
the centrality of Chapter VI, encour-
aged the effective use of mediation 
and good offices, and underscored 
the role of the United Nations and 

regional organisations in the peace-
ful settlement of disputes.
According to the envoy, the same 
belief has guided Pakistan’s diplo-
matic conduct, including during the 
recent crisis in the Middle East.
“As a friendly neighbour of Iran, a 
brotherly partner of the Gulf coun-
tries, and a country with longstand-
ing ties of amity with the United 
States, Pakistan continues to make 
sincere efforts to facilitate a dura-
ble solution for regional and global 
peace and stability,” he said.
Outlining Pakistan’s proposals to 
strengthen mediation efforts, the 
ambassador called for mediation to 
begin early through enhanced early 

warning systems, preventive diplo-
macy, the secretary-general’s good 
offices and proactive use of Chapter 
VI mechanisms. He also stressed 
the need to anchor mediation in 
international law and the UN Char-
ter, address the root causes of con-
flicts, strengthen the UN mediation 
architecture through predictable 
funding and deeper partnerships, 
and encourage parties to view me-
diation as a responsibility to their 
people and international peace. 
Pakistan, he added, would con-
tinue to uphold mediation at the 
heart of collective efforts aimed at 
peaceful settlement, conflict pre-
vention and conflict resolution.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs progress 
review meeting on sectoral reforms on 2 June, 2026. – dna

Iran war hands 
Syria windfall 

dna
DUBAI/LONDON: Syria recorded nearly 
12,000 aircraft transits in May as regional 
airlines rerouted around airspace disrupt-
ed by conflict in the Middle East and into 
skies that most carriers had avoided for 
more than a decade. Figures from Syria’s 
General Authority for Civil Aviation show 
11,801 flights crossed Syrian airspace, 
more than double the 4,267 recorded in 
February, the last full month before the 
Iran war disrupted regional aviation. Over-
flights in May were about 375 percent 
higher than in the same month last year.
Syria’s airspace was a no-go zone through-
out the 14-year civil war that ended with 
the ousting of President Bashar Assad in 
late 2024. The turnaround is potentially 
lucrative for Syria, which increased the 
fees it charges airlines early this year.
Based on a flat fee of $499 per flight in-
troduced by Syria’s new government, last 
month’s traffic could have generated as 
much as $5.9 million in overflight reve-
nue, according to Reuters calculations.
The General Authority ⁠for Civil Aviation 
⁠declined to comment on revenue poten-

tial and the new fees. Airlines were forced 
to reassess Syria after US and Israeli air-
strikes began the Iran war on February 
28 and the airspace over Iraq and the Gulf 
that airlines previously relied upon was 
shut during March. A ceasefire led to the 
reopening of airspace in April, but the ma-
jority of flights to Europe from Dubai and 
Doha — two of the world’s busiest aviation 
hubs — have since crossed central Syria 
rather than Iraq, according to flight-track-
ing services Flightradar24 and AirNav.
Flying over Syria cuts journey times and 
fuel costs as airlines try to lessen the 
impact of the ⁠surge in international oil 
prices caused by the disruption linked to 
the Iran war. Syria upgraded infrastruc-
ture at Damascus International Airport 
after receiving advanced radar and nav-
igation systems from Turkiye late last 
year, according to Turkish Transport 
Minister Abdulkadir Uraloglu.
Even so, OPSGroup, an aviation risk 
monitoring advisory body, said that air-
space over Syria is still considered risky 
and is operating with “procedural control 
only” — the most basic level of air traffic 
control. Traffic remains less than half the 
levels before Syria’s war, according to avi-
ation officials, and the increase in traffic is 
largely limited to Gulf carriers as Europe’s 
aviation safety agency still recommends 
airlines avoid flying over the country and 
region due to the Iran conflict.

Oil slips after Trump says 
talks with Iran are ongoing

Brent crude falls 75 cents 
to $94.23, while WTI trades 

near $91.31 a barrel
DNA

LONDON: Oil prices trended lower on Tuesday following 
the previous session's sharp gains as the market remained 
cautious about progress in US-Iran peace talks. US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said on Monday that talks with Iran 
were ongoing, while Tasnim news agency reported that 
Tehran had suspended indirect negotiations with Washing-
ton. Brent crude futures lost 75 cents, or 0.79%, to $94.23 
a barrel at 0434 GMT, while US West Texas Intermediate 
fell 85 cents, or 0.92%, to $91.31 a barrel.
Both benchmarks rose more than 5% in the previous ses-
sion, having posted a monthly loss of more than 16% in 

May on hopes of a peace deal. "While markets had hoped 
to move past the uncertainty amid prospects of a poten-
tial deal, nothing appears to have changed for oil as of this 
morning," said Priyanka Sachdeva, senior market analyst at 
Phillip Nova. In a separate interview with CNBC on Mon-
day, Trump had said he did not mind if the talks were over.
Shortly after, Trump issued a social media post saying talks 
with Iran were continuing and told ABC News on Monday 
that he expects a deal to extend the ceasefire and reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz "over the next week," according to a post by 
the outlet on X. "The market is currently focused on whether 
there's any concrete progress or setbacks in US-Iran negotia-
tions, the tone and substance of statements from both sides 
(particularly Iran's threats regarding the Strait of Hormuz), 
and actual physical tanker movements through the waterway," 
said Tim Waterer, chief market analyst at KCM Trade. The 
status of the US-Iran negotiations at any given point will ul-
timately determine whether the current risk premium stays 
embedded in oil prices or starts to unwind, Waterer added.

Strong E1 Nino 
could drive up 

global temperatures
dna

GENEVA: The United Nations weather agency on 
Tuesday forecast a moderate or possibly strong El 
Nino that could drive up global temperatures and in-
crease the risk of extreme weather over the coming 
months. El Nino is a periodic warming of sea sur-
face temperatures in the central and eastern Pacif-
ic Ocean, which typically lasts between nine and 12 
months, according to the World Meteorological Or-
ganization. The WMO said warm ocean waters were 
fueling El Nino’s development and predicted above-av-
erage temperatures in most parts of the world from 
June to August. The WMO said it is likely El Nino will 
continue until November.
“We need to prepare for a potentially strong El Niño event 
— which will exacerbate drought and heavy rainfall and in-
crease the risk of heatwaves both on land and in the ocean,” 
said WMO Secretary-General Celeste Saulo.
The most recent El Nino, in 2023-24, contributed to 
2024 being the hottest year on record, Saulo added. 
A shift has been observed in the Equatorial Pacific, 
with sea surface temperatures rising rapidly from late 
April to mid-May, suggesting El Nino conditions were 
developing, the WMO said.
The agency said it has observed unusually warm subsur-
face conditions across the tropical Pacific with tempera-
tures exceeding 6°Celsius above average, creating a reser-
voir of heat that is driving surface warming.
The weather pattern is known to disrupt regional 
climates, potentially bringing increased rainfall 
to southern South America, the southern United 
States, parts of the Horn of Africa and central Asia, 
while causing drought in Australia, central Ameri-
ca, Indonesia, and sections of southern Asia.
It can also have a warming effect on the global cli-
mate, and fuel hurricanes in the central and eastern 
Pacific Ocean, the WMO said. “The world must treat it 
as the urgent climate warning it is. El Niño conditions 
will pour fuel on the fire of a warming world,” said UN 
Secretary-General António Guterres, urging a shift 
away from fossil fuels toward renewable energy. While 
there is no evidence that climate change increases the 
frequency or intensity of El Nino events, it can make 
associated impacts such as extreme heatwaves and 
heavy rainfall worse, according to the WMO.


