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Middle East heats up again

S launches

new strikes
against Iran

Centcom says fresh strikes carried
out after attack on Cyprus-flagged
container ship by IRGC forces in Hormuz

Hormuz ‘more
important’ than
nuclear bombs: Iran

NEws DEsSk

WASHINGTON: The US military said
Saturday it has launched a new round
of strikes against Iran, after Tehran
“blatantly attacked” a container ship
in the Strait of Hormuz.

The latest strikes, which began at 7:15
pm in Washington (2315 GMT), came
“after Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps forces blatantly attacked” a
Cyprus-flagged container ship transit-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, US Central
Command said in a statement.

“The United States is imposing a
heavy cost by continuing to degrade
Iran’s ability to attack civilian mar-
iners and commercial ships freely
transiting the strait,” Centcom said,
adding that the strikes were being car-
ried out at the direction of President
Donald Trump. US defence secre-
tary Pete Hegseth said simply: “Iran
made a poor choice. Now they pay.

Continued on Page 06

News DESK

TEHRAN: The statement by Mo-
hsen Rezaee underscores Teh-
ran’s current strategic doctrine:
operational control over the
Strait of Hormuz is viewed as its
ultimate geopolitical leverage,
far exceeding the immediate de-
terrent value of a nuclear arse-
nal. By framing the waterway as
more vital than “dozens of atomic
bombs,” the Iranian leadership is
signaling that it considers the abil-
ity to disrupt global energy traffic
as its primary defense mechanism
against foreign pressure.

This rhetoric directly follows a se-
vere escalation along the maritime
corridor. Following targeted strikes
on commercial vessels—including
a Cyprus-flagged container ship
that was left burning—and subse-
quent retaliatory U.S. airstrikes
on dozens of Iranian military tar-
gets, Iran announced the formal
closure of the Strait of Hormuz.
The IRGC also confirmed that a
second merchant vessel was dis-
abled within the corridor. By pri-
oritizing the shipping lane over
nuclear weapons, the regime is em-
phasizing that its choking hold on

Continued on Page 06
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Rains
kill 50 in

NEews DESK

DHAKA: Flash floods and
landslides  triggered by
monsoon rains have killed
at least 50 people in Bang-
ladesh in the past week, of-
ficials said on Sunday, with
tens of thousands displaced
from their homes. Bangla-
desh, a low-lying delta na-
tion criss-crossed by rivers,
is highly vulnerable to floods
and landslides during the
monsoon season, but scien-
tists say climate change is
increasing the frequency
and intensity of extreme
weather events. For the last
few days, army and border
guard personnel have been
ferrying food, drinking
water and other essential
supplies by boat to com-
munities cut off because of
heavy flooding in the coun-
try’s southeastern districts.

Fifa to
consider 64-
team World

Cup for 2030

Sports DESK

NEW YORK: Fifa officials
will look at the possibility of
expanding the World Cup by
another 16 teams before the
2030 event, President Gianni
Infantino said in an inter
view. Infantino told Bluewin,
a Swiss media outlet, that
growing from 48 to 64 teams
could make sense. “That’s
definitely an issue that will
be examined and discussed
in the relevant committees
after this World Cup,” he told
Bluewin. “When organising
a World Cup, it’s important
to organise it for the whole
world — not just Europe and
South America — but effec-
tively the entire world. Every
nation should be allowed
to dream of participating
in the World Cup. You can
see that the quality of the
teams is extremely high -
and it’s getting higher and
higher, all over the world.

In Strait of Hormuz

n says 23 rescued,

after vessel attacked

Bangladesh | British maritime agency UKMTO said the crew
had abandoned ship and were on a lifeboat,
around 17 kilometres (10 miles) east of Oman

NEews DEsSkK

MUSCAT: Oman said Sunday it had rescued
23 crew members from a commercial ship
while one was missing after the vessel was
struck off the Gulf sultanate’s eastern coast.
“Twenty-three crew members were rescued
and provided with necessary medical care.
Search operations are continuing for one crew
member who remains missing,” Oman’s Mari-
time Security Center said in a statement.

The agency said it had received a distress
call from the Cypriotflagged GFS Galaxy
4.4 nautical miles off the coast of Musan-
dam Governorate. The signal came after
the vessel was struck during the latest ex-
changes of fire between Iran and the Unit-
ed States. US Central Command said the
ship had been disabled by fire and damage
to its engine room, accusing Tehran of at-
tacking it. Earlier, India’s foreign ministry
said of 11 Indian nationals on board, 10 had
been rescued, adding that one was missing.

Continued on Page 06

Iran attacks, Qatar,
Bharain, UAE

NEws DESK

DUBAI: Iran launched missile and
drone attacks against Bahrain, Qatar,
Kuwait, Oman, Jordan and the United
Arab Emirates on Sunday, widening its
military campaign across the Gulf only
hours after the United States carried
out a third round of airstrikes against
Iranian targets in retaliation for at-
tacks on commercial shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz. Qatar’s military said
in a statement it intercepted incoming
Iranian fire, with explosions heard in
neighboring United Arab Emirates.
Three people, including a child, were
wounded as a result of falling shrap-
nel from the interception of Iranian
attacks, Qatar’s Interior Ministry said.

Continued on Page 06

Saudi envoy
calls on FM
Ishaq Dar

DNA
ISLAMABAD:Deputy
Prime Minister (DPM)/

Foreign Minister, Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and
Ambassador of the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia to Pa-
kistan, Nawaf bin Saeed Ah-
mad Al-Malkiy, on Sunday
exchanged views on the lat-
est regional developments
and underscored the need
to strengthen collective ef-
forts aimed at promoting di-
alogue and diplomacy. The
Saudi ambassador called on
the DPM/FM, the Foreign
Office Spokesperson said in
a press release issued here.
“They reaffirmed their
commitment to further
deepening Pakistan-Saudi
Arabia relations across all
areas of mutual interest
for the benefit of both na-
tions,” it was further added.

Pak, Turkiye
exchange
views on

women rights

FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Turkiye’s Min-
ister for Family and Social
Services Mahinur Ozdemir
Gokta called on Minister for
Human Rights Azam Nazeer
Tarar in Islamabad today.
During the meeting, the
two sides exchanged views
in detail on women’s rights,
strengthening of the family
system and promotion of
social security. They also
agreed to enhance coopera-
tion on protecting the fam-
ily system, promoting chil-
dren’s and women’s rights
and joint policy initiatives in
the digital space. During the
meeting, Pakistan and Turki-
ye agreed to further consoli-
date family welfare, women'’s

Continued on Page 06

Ukraine
president

sacks his PM

NEews DEsk

KIYV: Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said
on Sunday he planned to
replace Prime Minister
Yulia Svyrydenko after only
a year in office, triggering
the resignation of the gov-
ernment. Zelenskiy did not
specify who he would ask
to lead the government or
what Svyrydenko’s new po-
sition would be, but added
that there would also be
changes among the heads
of law enforcement agen-
cies. He said the changes
were needed to “ensure
the implementation of an
updated political strategy”,
but gave no further details.

Continued on Page 06

Forces gun down more than
10 terrorists in ongoing ops

Total number of terrorists killed since July 5
reaches 105, say security sources

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Security forces eliminated seven more ter-
rorists belonging to India’s proxy Fitna al-Khawarij during
the ongoing Operation Shaban in Balochistan, security sourc-
es said on Sunday. The sources told that the total number
of terrorists killed has risen to 70 in the current operation,
while overall, 105 have been gunned down since June 5. The
operation was launched in the aftermath of the attack on the
Mangi Dam police station in Ziarat and is being carried out
jointly by the Pakistan Army, Frontier Corps (FC), and Ba-

lochistan Police, the sources had said earlier.

While security forces inflicted heavy losses on terrorists in
ongoing operations, 42 people, including security person-
nel and civilians, were martyred in three recent terrorist
attacks in Balochistan. The operation in Balochistan will
continue until the last militant is eliminated, the security
sources had said. Speaking on the terrorist attack in Ziarat,
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director General Lt
Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry had on Wednesday said that
India-backed terrorists attacked the checkpoint, but police

Continued on Page 06

Five labourers shot
dead by terrorists

BUREAU REPORT

QUETTA: Five labourers were shot dead after Fitna
al-Hindustan terrorists opened fire on workers at a
shop in the Mashkel area of Balochistan’s Washuk
district, security sources said on Sunday. The victims

included Mohammad Bilal, Mohammad Hussain, Mu-

hammad Qadeer, Mohsin and Bilal, they added.

Security forces cordoned off the area and launched
a search operation to track down the terrorists, se-
curity sources said. Police said all five victims had
travelled from outside the province, adding that the
bodies were being shifted to their native areas after
completion of legal formalities. According to police,
an investigation into the incident had been launched.
Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti condemned

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Nawaf bin Saeed Ahmad Al-Malkiy, Ambassador of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Pakistan @AmbassadorNawaf,
called on the Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister,
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar. - DNA

Calls for restraint

Mediator Pakistan
expresses concern

over ME tensions

FO urges all sides to uphold their respective
commitments under Islamabad Memorandum
of Understanding; PM Shehbaz flying to Qatar

ANsAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Sunday ex-
pressed deep concern over the recent es-
calation in Mideast tensions and urged all
sides to exercise restraint and honour their
commitments under the Islamabad Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU).

US and Iranian forces have exchanged
heavy missile and drone assaults, with Teh-
ran targeting US facilities in states across
the Gulf on Sunday and saying it had again
closed the vital Strait of Hormuz.

The renewed violence casts further doubt
on the future of an interim US-Iran Islam-
abad MoU signed last month that aimed
to reopen the strait and end the war after
a further 60 days of negotiations. In the
past week, US President Donald Trump
has said he considers the ceasefire over,
while leaving the door open to more talks.
In a statement issued, the Foreign Office
reiterated Pakistan’s strong support for
the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of all brotherly countries in the region.

Continued on Page 06

In call with Iran’s
Araghchi, Dar
for ‘dialogue,

diplomacy’

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar told his
Iranian counterpart Abbas Araghchi
that dialogue and diplomacy remained
the only viable path to resolving dis-
putes and ensuring lasting peace during
a telephone conversation on Sunday.
The two leaders exchanged views on
the evolving regional situation, accord-
ing to a statement issued by the Foreign
Office. Dar urged all parties to pursue
de-escalation and exercise restraint
in line with the Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding agreed in June.

Continued on Page 06
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Punjab CM orders
continuous monitoring
of drains, canals

She directed the authorities to make special arrangements
to keep traffic moving on major roads and highways, while
instructing the Punjab Safe Cities Authority and the City
Traffic Police to remain on high alert and maintain public
guidance and coordination throughout the monsoon period

DNA

LAHORE:

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif on Sunday di-
rected all departments concerned to
remain on high alert as the monsoon
season commenced across the prov-
ince, ordering field officers to ensure
timely emergency response and effec-
tive rainwater management. The CM
directed all commissioners, deputy
commissioners and field officers to
stay fully vigilant, saying there was no
room for negligence or irresponsibili-
ty during the monsoon spell. She also
directed the authorities to ensure the
immediate drainage of rainwater from
urban and low-lying areas and ordered
continuous monitoring of Water and
Sanitation Agency (WASA) operations

any emergency.

to prevent urban flooding. CM Mar-
yam Nawaz also directed the Provin-
cial Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA) Control Room and District
Emergency Operation Centres (DE-
OCs) across Punjab to remain fully
operational and alert. She instructed
Rescue 1122, WASA and other emer-
gency agencies to keep their person-
nel and machinery ready to respond to

The CM ordered continuous moni-
toring of storm-water drains, nullahs
and canal water flows, while directing
the Irrigation Department to keep its
teams fully prepared to deal with any
flood-related situation. She directed
the authorities to ensure that all man-
holes in urban and rural areas remain
properly covered and also directed im-
mediate removal of water from iden-

tified choking points to maintain nor-
mal traffic flow. CM Maryam Nawaz
also ordered strict implementation of
safety measures at construction sites
to prevent accidents during heavy
rains and called for special monitoring
of dilapidated and structurally vulnera-
ble buildings. She directed the author-
ities to make special arrangements to
keep traffic moving on major roads

and highways, while instructing

the Punjab Safe Cities Authority
and the City Traffic Police to re-
main on high alert and maintain
public guidance and coordination
throughout the monsoon period.
The CM said that all field teams
should remain fully prepared and
proactive to safeguard the lives
and property of citizens during the
ongoing monsoon season.

G-13, G-14
commercial
plots auction

date yetto

finalize

ISLAMABAD Federal
Government Employees
Housing Authority (FGE-
HA) has yet to finalize the
auction date for commercial
plots in Sectors G-13 and
G-14, an official spokesper-
son said on Sunday Talking
to APP, the spokesperson
said the Authority’s Auc-
tion Committee, in a recent
meeting chaired by Joint
Secretary (Estate), Minis-
try of Housing and Works,
Fayyaz-ul-Haq, reviewed ar-
rangements for the upcom-
ing auction of commercial
plots. He said the commit-
tee discussed the auction of
commercial plots located in
the Class-III Shopping Cen-
tres of Sectors G-13 and
G-14/4, as well as commer-
cial plots in Markaz G-14.
The meeting also reviewed
key arrangements, includ-
ing the preparation of the
auction brochure, advertis-
ing and publicity strategy,
the auction schedul.—APP

LPG prices soar

in Peshawar as
sellers ignore
official rates

PESHAWAR: Residents of
Peshawar have expressed
growing concern over the
sharp increase in liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) pric-
es, claiming that the official
rate of Rs240 per kilogram
is not being enforced. Ac-
cording to some consumers
on Sunday, LPG is being
sold for as much as Rs400
per kilogram in several
parts of the city, placing
an additional financial bur-
den on households already
struggling with inflation.
Citizens say repeated com-
plaints have yielded little
action from the district ad-
ministration alleging that only
temporary inspections and
symbolic measures have been
undertaken. They have urged
the Deputy Commissioner and
other relevant authorities to en-
sure strict implementation of of
ficial prices, take decisive action
against profiteers and provide
immediate relief to consum-
ers.—APP

Regional peace
can unlock
Investment gains

LAHORE: Former Pres-
ident Iftikhar Ali Malik,
SAARC Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry on Sun-
day said the real dividend
of regional peace lies in
expanding trade, attracting
productive investment, and
acquiring modern technol-
ogy to enhance Pakistan’s
global competitiveness.

In a statement issued here,
he said Pakistan could trans-
form its improved internation-
al standing into sustainable
economic growth and deeper
regional integration by pursu-
ing these opportunities along-
side effective implementation
of domestic reforms.

He said Iran, Tiirkiye and Sau-
di Arabia offered immediate
opportunities for expanding
economic cooperation, while
China, the United States
and Gulf countries would
continue to remain key
economic partners. The
ongoing geopolitical tran-

sition, he added, had cre-
ated exceptional prospects
for strengthening ties with
these countries.

Iftikhar Malik stressed that
Pakistan should not meas-
ure diplomatic success sole-
ly by the amount of financial
assistance it receives. In-
stead, he said, the country
should gradually replace
reliance on nearly $12
billion in friendly-country
deposits supporting its
foreign exchange reserves
with partnerships based
on trade expansion, pro-
ductive investment in ag-
riculture and industry, and
the transfer of technology
and managerial expertise.
He said all bilateral agree-
ments should be backed
by measurable milestones,
regular monitoring and ef-
fective inter-agency coor-
dination, with the prime
minister personally re-
viewing implementation

to ensure timely pro-
gress.

Referring to the recent
visit of Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian, he
said both countries had
agreed to increase bilat-
eral trade from around
$3 billion to $10 billion
by 2028. Achieving this
target, he said, would re-
quire close coordination
between the Ministry of
Commerce and the pri-
vate sector to identify
products in which Paki-
stan enjoys a compara-
tive advantage. He said
Pakistan could significant-
ly increase exports of rice,
meat, textiles, surgical in-
struments, fruits and pro-
cessed foods to Iran while
importing raw materials
and intermediate goods at
competitive prices, paving
the way for stronger bilat-
eral economic coopera-
tion.—APP

SAHIWAL: Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, Syed Imran Ahmad Shah
offering duaafter inauguration of a solarized water filtration plant at village Daad Baloch, Union

Raja Bazar
transformed
into modemn
commercial

hub

RAWALPINDI: The historic
Raja Bazar has undergone
a complete infrastructure
transformation under the vi-
sion of Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, turning the
city’s oldest and busiest com-
mercial center into a modern
and organized trade hub.
The development project, un-
der the vision of CM Maryam
Nawaz has upgraded roads,
footpaths, pedestrian walk-
ways, and drainage systems,
significantly resolving long
awaited issues of traffic con-
gestion, encroachments and
overcrowding to boost local
economic activities.

Not only modernization, the
beautification and cleanli-
ness under CM’s Suthra Pun-
jab, have collectively changed
Raja Bazar outlook The busi-
ness community and local
citizens welcomed the devel-
opment, noting that the clean
environment and wider pas-
sages have restored consum-
er confidence and facilitated
smoother movement for
thousands of daily visitors.
Talking to APP, shoppers and
local stakeholders expressed
satisfaction over the upgrad-
ed facilities. Bilal, a fre-
quent buyer at the market,
said that the newly widened
walkways and organized
pathways have made the
shopping experience much
less stressful for families
compared to the previous
chaotic conditions.—APP

Call to replace harmful plastic bags
with green alternatives

ISLAMABAD: SEPA Director Imran Sabir advocated strict limits on plastic shopping bags, urging communities to em-
brace reusable alternatives and cooperate with government efforts to tackle plastic pollution, warning that Pakistan’s
annual use of more than 60 billion plastic bags could lead to a future where plastic waste exceeds fish in oceans by 2050,
threatening ecosystems and public health. While speaking to a local media outlet, Director of the Sindh Environmental
Protection Agency (SEPA) Imran Sabir said Sindh and Punjab are taking various measures to control plastic pollution, in-
cluding action against wholesalers and sellers of plastic bags, along with awareness campaigns in educational institutions
and through social media platforms. He highlighted that around five trillion plastic bags are used worldwide every year,
with most being used for only a few minutes before disposal. Despite their short usage period, plastic bags can take hun-
dreds of years to break down, causing long-term pollution of land, rivers and oceans while threatening wildlife and marine
ecosystems. The SEPA Director urged public cooperation with government efforts to reduce plastic waste, calling for
wider adopti on of reusable and eco-friendly alternatives. He stressed that collective action by citizens, businesses and
institutions is essential to protect the environment and public health from the growing plastic pollution challenge.
Responding to a query about brands introducing cloth bags as alternatives to plastic bags while charging customers an
additional Rs30 to Rs40 after shopping, Director Imran Sabir said promoting reusable bags is a positive step toward re-
ducing plastic waste. However, he discouraged extra charges on customers and urged shopping malls and brands to adopt
environmentally friendly practices without creating barriers for public participation. He emphasized that businesses and
consumers should work together to promote sustainable solutions and reduce plastic pollution. Responding to another
query regarding the ban on plastic bags, Sabir said that many industrial owners approached legal forums and raised
concerns over shutting down a business that has existed for decades. He said authorities are engaging with stakeholders
and encouraging industries to move toward environmentally friendly alternatives. He added that courts have also directed
relevant stakeholders to explore alternative solutions and all parties are working together while seeking suggestions to
ensure a practical transition away from plastic bags without compromising environmental protection. Responding to an-
other question, SEPA Director Imran Sabir said plastic bags are highly harmful to the environment as they do not easily
degrade and remain in ecosystems for long periods. He warned that plastic waste can contaminate land and water, pose
risks to human health and endanger marine animals by damaging their habitats and food chains SEPA Director urged
media outlets to play their role in promoting awareness programs and educating the public about the harmful impacts of
plastic pollution He called for public cooperation and encouraged the business community to adopt sustainable alterna-
tives, including cloth-based bags and other environmentally friendly options to reduce dependence on plastic bags.—DNA

Solar power transforms lives in

Council Karyal-1, Sahiwal.

Minister vows to climate-
resilient rural development

SAHIWAL: Federal Minis-
ter for Poverty Alleviation
and Social Safety, Syed Im-
ran Ahmad Shah Sunday re-
affirmed the government’s
commitment to expanding
access to safe drinking wa-
ter and strengthening cli-
mate-resilient communities
He stated this at inaugura-
tion of a solarized water fil-
tration plant at village Daad
Baloch, Union Council Kar-
yal-1, Sahiwal under the Pa-
kistan Poverty Alleviation
Fund’s (PPAF) Building
Resilient Communities for
Sustainable Development
(BRCSD) Project. Address-
ing the inauguration cer-
emony as chief guest, the
minister said ensuring safe
drinking water for rural and
climate-vulnerable commu-
nities remained a key pri-
ority of the government, as

climate change was placing
increasing pressure on the
country’s water resources.
He stressed that invest-
ment in climateresilient
infrastructure was essential
to protect public health,
strengthen livelihoods and
improve community resil-
ience. The solarized water
filtration plant has been es-
tablished by PPAF through
its partner organization,
Comprehensive Health and
Education Forum (CHEF).
The ceremony was attend-
ed by Member Provincial
Assembly Pir Wilayat Shah
Khagga, PPAF Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Nadir Gul
Barech, CHEF Interna-
tional CEO Sohail Ayaz
Khan, Dr. Ahmad Khawar
Shahzad, senior officials
and members of the local
community. The minister
appreciated PPAF’s role in

poverfy alleviation and in-
clusive development, noting
that the organization had
reached nearly 18 million
people across 150 districts
through sustainable com-
munity-based initiatives. He
also commended PPAF’s
relief and rehabilitation ef-
forts in Sahiwal, including
flood response, healthcare
services and livestock
support. Highlighting the
significance of the newly
inaugurated facility, Syed
Imran Ahmad Shah said it
would provide safe drink-
ing water to around 550
households, benefiting
more than 6,000 people
in Village Daad Baloch.
He reiterated the govern-
ment’s resolve to expand
access to essential servic-
es through collaboration
with PPAF and develop-
ment partners.—APP

SECP enables digital KYC
thru IBAN-based verification

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pakistan (SECP)
IBAN-based digital
verification to enable faster and easi-
er onboarding of customers, allowing
investors to access financial services
without unnecessary documentation a
repeated verification requirements. To
facilitate this digital transformation, the
SECP has amended the AML/CFT/CPF
Regulations, 2020, allowing Regulated
Persons, including Securities Brokers,
Futures Brokers, Insurers, Takaful Op-
erators, NBFCs and Modarabas, to verify
customers using their IBAN details for
completion of KYC requirements, said a
release issued here. The initiative is part
of SECP’s efforts to leverage technology
for modernizing Pakistan’s financial eco-
system, promoting digital access, improv-
ing ease of doing business, and ensuring
secure and reliable customer verification.
The amended framework recognizes digi-

has introduced

tal verification methods as an alternative
to traditional processes, enabling quick-
er access to regulated financial services
while maintaining strong regulatory safe-
guards. To strengthen investor protection
and minimize the risk of unauthorized
financial activity, all future transactions
would be restricted to verified bank accounts
held in the customer’s own name, ensuring
greater transparency and traceability across
the market. In line with the initiatives of the
National Database and Registration Author-
ity (NADRA), the amended regulations also
introduce advanced biometric verification op-
tions, including facial recognition. Customer
accounts linked with NADRA-blocked or im-
pounded CNICs will be subject to immediate
blocking under the revised framework. The
amendments further recognize digital logs as
valid records for AML/CFT compliance and
data retention purposes, while prescribed
forms have also been updated in line with
the Companies Regulations, 2024.—APP
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KP amid soaring temperature

PESHAWAR: Every evening, as temperatures
soared and electricity disappeared for hours,
64-year-old Riazul Haq would watch his family strug-
gle through another sweltering night in Nowshera
district. The fans would stop, the air conditioners
would fall silent, and the oppressive summer heat
would turn their home into an oven. Like hundreds
of thousands of Pakistanis, he had grown accus-
tomed to spending up to 18 hours a day without
electricity. But this summer, everything changed
for former PST teacher. Unable to bear the hard-
ship any longer, Riazul Haq took out a loan and in-
stalled a 10-kilowatt solar power system on the roof
of his house. “We were suffering from prolonged
load shedding. I had no choice but to install solar
panels to give my family relief during the intense
heat,” he told APP.

Today, his rooftop tells a different story in his
hometown Mohib Banda located on River Kabul’'s
south. The family now runs air conditioners, refrig-
erators and other household appliances without
interruption. Even more remarkably, the excess
electricity generated by the system is sold to neigh-
bours, creating an additional source of income.
“My monthly electricity bill has dropped from near-
ly Rs40,000 to almost zero,” he said with a smile.

“It’s peace of mind. I feel like we've finally taken
control of our own power.” His story reflected a
quiet but powerful transformation unfolding across
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the rest of Pakistan,
where thousands of households are turning to so-
lar energy not only to escape crippling electricity
bills but also to regain a sense of security and inde-
pendence. According to the Global Electricity Re-
view 2025, Pakistan imported 17 gigawatts of solar
panels in 2024 which is double the volume import-
ed in 2023 making it the world’s largest importer
of solar panels. The rapid shift has been fuelled by
rising electricity tariffs, unreliable grid supplies,
falling prices of solar technology and increasing
awareness of clean energy. Prof. Dr. Zilakat Malik,
former Chairman of the Economics Department at
the University of Peshawar, said Pakistan’s grow-
ing electricity demand has made diversification
of energy sources essential to cater electricity de-
mands of agriculture and industrial sectors.

Under the National Electricity Policy 2021 and
National Electricity Plan 202327, Pakistan aimed
to generate 60 percent of its electricity from indig-
enous clean energy sources by 2030.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was playing a leading role in
this transition. Former adviser to the Chief Minis-

ter on Energy Engr. Tariq Sadozai said two mega
solarisation projects were under implementation.
The initiatives included the solarisation of 13,000
public buildings and distribution of solar systems
to 130,000 low-income households, with half of the
beneficiaries receiving the systems free of cost. Wa-
jid Khan, former Minister said the federal govern-
ment under Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has created a favourable policy environment
through incentives, tax relief and support for
promoting solar energy. The net metering made
solar investment more accessible for households
and businesses. However, experts believed the
country’s solar revolution must be matched
with reforms in energy planning and execution.
A study titled, “the great solar rush in Pakistan
by renewables first” noted that large-scale solar
adoption has already reduced demand for grid
electricity by more than 10 percent, highlight-
ing the urgent need to modernise transmission
infrastructure and improve demand forecasting.
He further emphasised the importance of de-
veloping a skilled workforce through technical
education, certified installers and specialised
training programmes to sustain the rapid ex-
pansion of the solar sector.—DNA
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Indonesia, Pakistan boost
humanitarian ties

he Emergency Response Training further strengthened institutional cooperation between Indonesia and Pakistan while
advancing ASEAN-Pakistan friendship through concrete humanitarian action.

National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days
JULY

July 01/Japan
Self Defence Day

July 01/Singapore
Armed Forces Day

July 01 / Canada _ ~ _

relan Emboary in colloboration with PRCS

« AN-Pakistan Zindabad!

National Day DNA

July 01/Somalia ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of the Republic of islarmabod, 8-10 July 2026
Independence Day Indonesia in Islamabad, in collaboration with
the Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS), suc-
July 04/USA cessfully concluded a two-day Basic First Aid /
Independence Day Emergency Response Training held on 9-10 July
2026.
July 05/A]geria Organized under Indonesia’s current Chairman-

ship of the ASEAN Committee in Islamabad

Independence Day
(ACI), the program marked another concrete

July 09/Argentine milestone in the institutional humanitarian part-
Independence Day nership between the Embassy and PRCS The

training brought together Ambassadors and
July 09/Mongolia representatives of ASEAN Member States ac-

credited to Pakistan, ASEAN family members,
the Indonesian community, and Indonesian stu-
dents. Led by Commercial First Aid Training
Officer of PRCS, the two-day program provided
participants with practical knowledge and hands-
on skills in emergency preparedness, including
scene assessment, CPR, wound and fracture

Revolution Day

July 14/France
National Day

July 15/Brunei

Sultan’s Birthday management, burns, choking, cardiac emergen-
. cies, casualty transportation, and triage. In his
July 21/Belgium opening remarks, Mr. Ferry J. Murdiansyah,
National Day Counselor at the Embassy, quoted Ambassador
Chandra W. Sukotjo’s message that emphasized
July 20/TRNC “preparedness should become a shared mindset
Independence Day for diplomats in catering citizens and communi-
ties living abroad”. He noted that emergency
July 23/Egypt response capacity is no longer merely a tech-
National Day nical competence, but an essential element in
safeguarding lives and ensuring that assistance
July 26/Cuba can be provided ef.fe'ctively to families, commu-
National Day réltles and to Rthe c1tlzer}r WI.tII.Oth atny dtt}allay. T_Iiﬁ
mergency Response Training, together wi
July 26/Liberia blood dpr}ation event (8/07) organized under
National Day I{ld)onesm s ACI Chalrmanshlp,.reflects Ipdope-
sia’s commitment to strengthening humanitarian
diplomacy through practical and result-oriented
Jull\}f 3p/MIOBOCCO cooperation. Building stronger emergency pre- N
ahionatDay paredness, he said, contributes not only to the  pent to further strengthening cooperation with  that community resilience begins with equipping  ple-centred ASEAN presence in Pakistan. The
resilience of the ASEAN community 1n Pakistan ~ ASEAN Embassies in Islamabad in promoting individuals with the confidence and skills to re- Emergency Response Training further strength-
Resctie (Police).............. 15 but also to the broader Indonesia-Pakistan part-  firqt aid awareness, emergency preparedness, spond effectively during emergencies. Through  ened institutional cooperation between Indone-
) nership based on solidarity, mutual assistance, ;nq huymanitarian action. PRCS team appreci- this initiative, Indonesia reaffirmed its role as sia and Pakistan while advancing ASEAN-Paki-
Bomb Disposal................ 15 | and people-to-people cooperation. Representing  ,yeq active participation of ASEAN diplomatic  Chair of the ASEAN Committee in Islamabad in  stan friendship through concrete humanitarian
Fire Services Rawalpindi/ | PRCS, the training team reaffirmed its commit-  pissions and young participants, highlighting promoting a more resilient, inclusive, and peo- action.
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Civil Society leaders call
for inclusive global reforms

regions to deliberate on the growing im-
balance in global decision-making pro-
cesses and the urgent need to restore
fairness, justice, and inclusivity in
international
works. Speaking at the forum as one
of the keynote speakers, Devcom-Pa-
kistan Executive Director Munir
Ahmed emphasized the critical im-
portance of integrating civil society
voices into global decision-making
platforms, particularly within pro-
cesses related to the United Nations
General Assembly and other key in-
ternational institutions.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Civil society leaders
from across the Global South have
issued a strong call for urgent and
meaningful reforms to global govern-
ance systems to ensure equitable rep-
resentation, transparency, and inclusion
of marginalized communities. The call
was made during a highlevel online
conference of civil society stakeholders
representing South and Southeast Asia,
Africa, and Latin American nations. To
mark the World Population Day on Sat-

urday late, the virtual conference was
organised by the Board of Directors of
the Permanent Citizens’ Summit for
the Reform of Global Governance and
Planetary Democracy, Climate, Life and
Health Alliance (ACVS) International;
Radio Climate-Peace International, In-
surgent Planet; Consortium Entities of
Civil Society from Africa, Asia, the Car-
ibbean, European Union, Central, North
and South America, Devcom-Pakistan
and other academic, professional and
community-based organizations of the
Global South. The conference brought
together prominent voices from diverse

governance

frame-

Chinese, Pakistani
varsities launch joint

lab to promote agri

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In the latest step to deep-
en China-Pakistan cooperation in modern
agriculture, the Belt and Road Joint Labo-
ratory for Biological Resources and Green
Smart Agriculture in Arid Regions was
inaugurated in Shaanxi Province in north-
west China. Brought together by Northwest
A&F University, the research consortium
also includes the University of Agriculture
Faisalabad, the Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid
Agriculture University, Ayub Agricultural
Research Institute and Sindh Agriculture
University, China Economic Net (CEN)
reported. According to Prof. Zhang Lixin,
the Chinese director of the laboratory and
a professor at Northwest A&F University,
the joint platform will focus on six research
areas, including germplasm resources and
intelligent breeding, smart crop selection,
agricultural data platforms, intelligent
farming and livestock production, precision
farmland management, and Al-assisted de-
cision-making for sustainable crop produc-
tion. “In the field of germplasm resources
and breeding, the initial collection of ar-
id-region crop germplasm from countries
such as Pakistan and Uzbekistan has been
completed, gathering over 120 unique crop
germplasm samples. A standardized ger-
mplasm resource bank has been initiated,
and a preliminary breeding system combin-
ing “space-induced mutation + intelligent
design” has been established. This effort
has led to the development and screen-
ing of 11 new, high-quality stress-resist-
ant germplasms and varieties suitable for
South and Central Asia, including wheat,
rapeseed, sesame, vegetables, and forage
crops,” Zhang said. In the field of green
intelligent technology, a series of technolo-
gies—including integrated water and fertiliz-
er systems with technical and management
decision support, smart orchard produc-
tion systems, an Al model for agricultural
equipment, and straw biodegradation and
organic fertilizer preparation—have been

developed. These technologies are now be-
ing localized through parameter optimiza-
tion and are beginning to be demonstrated
and promoted in countries such as Pakistan
and Uzbekistan. He revealed that training
programs will be developed focusing on
smart agriculture and bio-health technolo-
gies for arid regions.

The first training session is scheduled for
the second half of 2026, inviting 12 young
researchers from Belt and Road partner
countries to participate. Through a combi-
nation of theoretical instruction, field prac-
tice, and site visits, the program aims to en-
hance training effectiveness, help cultivate
skilled local researchers and technicians
while strengthening local talent retention,
and strengthen the research and develop-
ment capabilities of local technicians. Hafiz
Saad Bin Mustafa, Principal Scientist at
Ayub Agricultural Research Institute, told
CEN that one key priority is the transfer of
advanced agricultural technologies, includ-
ing modern equipment such as precision
seed planters, harvesting machines, in-
ter-cultivation machinery, combine harvest-
ers, and specialized germplasm-processing
equipment. The other two important areas

er key roads.

CTO Murree
appeals for traffic

d [ ] [ ] 1 [ ]

ISLAMABAD: Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) Murree Munir
Ahmed Hashmi Sunday appealed to motorists and tourists to
strictly follow traffic rules, avoid driving without valid licenses
and remain cautious by reviewing weather conditions before
travelling amid changing weather conditions. In a special mes-
sage to local media outlets, Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) said
a significant increase in tourist arrivals over the weekend
has led to traffic pressure on Murree Expressway and oth-
He appealed to visitors to follow traffic
rules and cooperate with City Traffic Police for better traf-
fic management. Official reiterated that City Traffic Police
Murree is implementing a zero-tolerance policy against
traffic violations and taking strict action against violators
to ensure road safety. He said special measures have been
adopted during the monsoon season.—APP

DPM/FM Dar
EXpresses
condolences

ISLAMABAD
Prime  Minister/Foreign
Minister  Senator Mu-
hammad Ishaq Dar, Sun-
day, expressed his deep
grief over the passing of
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani, former Emir of
the State of Qatar. “On
behalf of the people,
Government of Pakistan
and myself, I extend
heartfelt condolences to
the Al Thani family, the
Emir, the Government
and the people of Qa-
tar,” the DPM/FM post-
ed on X handle.—APP

:Deputy

Practice

%:GE% General

HOSPITAL

gam /H—wuatﬂ» @ww /)Dwmctg — &cwg Qcp @6 tﬂ»c (/\%7'

g N

-~

- &~
s ’i(w'" 1

=
¥

D

3

-
o

General Practice Hospital (GPH) is a state-of-the-art
healthcare facility in the heart of Islamabad, offering

international-standard medical
and families.

under one

care for individuals

From urgent care and specialized
consultations to advanced diagnostics, surgery, and
executive health packages — all services are available

roof.

Our concierge consultations,

personalized care plans, and comprehensive health
programs ensure a smooth and stress-free experience.

We understand that seeking medical care can be
overwhelming, but you are never alone. With empathy
at the heart of everything we do, we listen, guide, and
support you every step of the way. In our clean,
premium environment, you'll feel safe, valued, and

cared for.

Book your

appointment today and

experience healthcare with compassion.
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the laboratory for six-month collaborative
research projects. Five Chinese postgrad-
uate students were selected to undertake
field internships and needs assessments
in Pakistan, and two SCl-indexed papers
have been published in international jour-
nals with the joint laboratory listed as the
primary affiliation. During the conference,
a monograph on biological and healthy ag-
ricultural product production technology
was released, providing guidance on crop
cultivation and livestock production using
advanced biotechnology .
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Briefs

SP Tahir
reviews
Serena Hotel
security

ISLAMABAD: Superin-
tendent of Police (SP)
Aiwan-e-Sadr/Parliament
House Tahir Mehmood
Khan on Sunday visited Ser-
ena Hotel to review securi-
ty arrangements for the 9th
OIC Ministerial Conference
on Women, as Islamabad
hosts delegates from across
the Muslim world.

An official told APP that
Pakistan is hosting the
conference at the Jinnah
Convention Centre on July
12-13, bringing together
more than 190 delegates
from 57 OIC member states
to discuss the theme, “So-
cio-Economic and Political
Empowerment of Women
in OIC Countries.”SP Tahir
met officers and person-
nel deployed on security
duty at Serena Hotel and
reviewed the overall secu-
rity arrangements.Tahir
briefed officers on the na-
ture and sensitivity of their
duties and issued necessary
instructions to ensure fool-
proof security throughout
the event.He directed all
personnel to remain vigi-
lant, maintain strict mon-
itoring and perform their
duties with professionalism
and a strong sense of re-
sponsibility. SP Tahir also
stressed effective coordina-
tion among all security per-
sonnel and instructed them
to respond promptly to any
emergency situation.ce for
everyone in Murree.—APP

Four people
burned in gas
cylinder blast

ISLAMABAD :Atleast four
people were burned and in-
jured after a cylinder explo-
sion occurred at a house in
Islamabad’s Sector F-15/2
late Saturday night, in the
area of Tarnol Police Station
according to details, district
administration said rescue
teams responded promptly
and brought the fire under
control, with a magistrate
present to monitor the op-
eration. Four peo-
ple, including two children,
sustained injured, while
the blast also caused major
damage to the house, offi-
cial added, local media chan-
nels reported. The injured
were shifted to a nearby hos-
pital for medical treatment.
The explosion also caused
extensive damage to the
house, including shattered
windows, damaged doors,
and affected walls. The ini-
tial investigation indicated
that the blast was caused
by a gas leak from a water
heater (geyser), the district
administration said. The Cap-
ital Emergency Services also
confirmed the incident. Au-
thorities are continuing their
probe to determine the exact
cause and circumstances of
the explosion.—APP

Police seize
arms and
drugs

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) Po-
lice arrested 109 accused
during the past seven days
under the ongoing “Weap-
onFree Islamabad” and
“Nasha Ab Nahi” campaigns,
recovering a large cache of
illegal weapons and narcot-
ics. An official told APP on
Sunday that 72 accused in-
volved in illegal possession
and display of weapons were
arrested during targeted op-
erations across the federal
capital. He said police recov-
ered two Kalashnikovs, five
guns, one rifle, 59 pistols,
three daggers and a large
quantity of ammunition from
their possession.The official
said 37 rug peddlers were
also arrested during the
weeklong  crackdown.He
said police recovered more
than seven kilograms of ice
(crystal meth), over four
kilograms of hashish, more
than two kilograms of hero-
in and 145 bottles of liquor
from the accused.The offi-
cial said the “Weapon-Free
Islamabad” and “Nasha Ab
Nahi” campaigns were con-
tinuing on the special direc-
tions of Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Islamabad
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi. He
said Islamabad Police had
adopted a zero-tolerance
policy against illegal weap-
ons, aerial firing, display of
arms and drug trafficking,
while special police teams
were carrying out targeted
operations against criminal
elements. The official said
Islamabad Police would con-
tinue effective action to pro-
tect the lives and property
of citizens and eliminate
crime from the federal cap-
ital.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Defence Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood presenting a shield to Secretary General of the

Muslim World League Sheikh Dr Mohammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa during a reception in honor of Secretary General of the MWL, at his residence
in the Federal Capital.

Ombudsman’s Al vision
guarantees swift decisions
within 60 days:Naveed

ISLAMABAD: Federal Om-
budsman Naveed Kamran
Baloch on Saturday said
his institution is harness-
ing digital and Al-powered
reforms to elevate public
service delivery, broaden

awareness and capaci-
ty-building initiatives for
government  employees,

and ensure Ombudsman
decisions are implemented
well within the prescribed
60-day time frame. While
appearing on a PTV News
programme, Federal Om-
budsman Naveed Kamran
Baloch highlighted the
Ombudsman institution’s
role, sharing his personal
experiences and thanking
the government leadership
for strengthening the sys-
tem through technology
and Al-driven solutions to
provide speedy, transpar-
ent and accessible justice.
Kamran Baloch said the
institution is focused on
supporting the underpriv-
ileged segment of society,
with nearly 90 percent of
complainants seeking re-
lief against issues faced at
government departments
and public offices. He add-
ed that AI technology is

helping take justice servic-
es to citizens’ doorsteps,
with implementation of
Ombudsman decisions en-
sured within 60 days, while
efforts are underway to fur-
ther reduce the time-frame.
He emphasised that public
awareness is essential for
ensuring access to justice
and said the Federal Om-
budsman is actively work-
ing to strengthen complaint
resolution mechanisms.
The institution is establish-
ing monitoring cells and
appointing focal persons in
public dealing departments,
including NADRA, airports,
BISP, power sector and oth-
er organizations to improve
service delivery and ensure
timely redressal of citizens’
grievances. He further said
the Federal Ombudsman
is ensuring coordinated ef-
forts to resolve issues faced
by overseas Pakistanis,
with the Foreign Secretary
supporting effective coor-
dination among relevant in-
stitutions. These initiatives
are aimed at making public
services more responsive,
transparent and accessible
for all citizens. Responding
to a query, he stressed the

need for capacity building,
training and specialized
courses for employees in-
volved in public dealing to
improve service delivery.
He said the Federal Om-
budsman provides justice
to citizens while ensuring
accountability, transparen-
cy and credibility across
institutions, with regular
feedback reflecting public
confidence in the system.
To another query, he also
elaborated on the com-
plaint filing process and
legal procedures, stating
that applicants can ap-
proach the Federal Om-
budsman not only through
physical applications but
also via telephone and so-
cial media platforms. He
said dedicated teams and
researchers are working
to ensure quick responses
and efficient guidance for
complainants. Re-
plying to a question about
complaints, he said over
256,000 cases were re-
ceived by the Federal Om-
budsman last year, while
he personally reviews
around 920 to 1,000 com-
plaints on a daily basis He
said a forensic digitalised

system with Al-based tools
is being utilized to analyze
cases, enhance efficiency
and ensure speedy reso-
lution. On the nature of
complaints, he said most
grievances arise from
departments involved in
direct public dealing. He
added that the Federal
Ombudsman is actively
engaged with 12 to 14 key
public service organiza-
tions and is working contin-
uously to introduce reforms
for improved performance
and greater public satisfac-
tion. In his concluding re-
marks, Naveed Kamran Ba-
loch stressed the importance
of public awareness, dignity
and compassion in service
delivery. He said the Federal
Ombudsman is committed to
making justice more acces-
sible and ensuring citizens
receive fair and respectful
treatment. He said the Wa-
faqi Mohtasib has emerged
as a strong pillar of admin-
istrative accountability by
addressing public grievanc-
es, improving governance
standards and promoting
transparency, responsibili-
ty and efficiency in govern-
ment services.

NTC launches
landmark SIDP

ISLAMABAD: National Telecommunication Corporation (NTC) has officially launched the NTC Solar Infrastructure De-
ployment Program (SIDP), a landmark initiative that marks a significant milestone in the Corporation’s commitment to
energy efficiency, operational resilience, and environmental sustainability. The SIDP aims to harness renewable solar en-
ergy to power NTC’s offices, telecommunications exchanges, data centres, and operational facilities across Pakistan. By
transitioning to clean energy, NTC seeks to substantially reduce electricity costs, enhance energy reliability, and support
the Government of Pakistan’s national renewable energy objectives, said a press release issued here. To formalize the
initiative, an official Contract Signing Ceremony was held in Islamabad between NTC and a consortium comprising Kasib
Builders and Developers (Pvt.) Ltd., Zeeruk International (Pvt.) Ltd., and Zeeruk Energy Development (Pvt.) Ltd. The
SIDP will be implemented under the Build-Own-Operate-Transfer (BOOT) framework. Under this model, the Joint Ven-
ture will fully finance, design, install, operate, and maintain advanced solar photovoltaic (PV) systems at designated NTC
sites. Upon completion of the concession period, ownership of the entire solar infrastructure will be transferred to NTC.
Beyond reducing recurring operational expenditures, the transition to solar energy will significantly lower NTC’s carbon
footprint while reinforcing the Corporation’s commitment to environmentally responsible and sustainable operations.
Speaking at the ceremony, NTC Management emphasized the strategic importance of the project: “The SIDP represents
a transformative step towards reducing our dependence on conventional energy sources while delivering
long-term financial and operational benefits. By investing in innovative and sustainable technologies,
NTC is strengthening a modern, resilient, and energy-efficient telecommunications infrastructure that
supports Pakistan’s transition towards a greener and more sustainable future.” —DNA

Kashmir Martyrs’ Day today
to remember 1931 massacre

ISLAMABAD: Kashmir Martyrs’ Day
will be observed on Monday (July 13)
to honor the 22 Kashmiri Muslims
massacred by Dogra monarchy forces
in 1931, a historic event that remains
an indelible symbol of resistance after
worshippers laid down their lives in defi-
ance of state tyranny simply to complete
the Azaan The day recalls when, under
Maharaja Hari Singh, the Muslim-ma-
jority population faced severe economic
exploitation and religious discrimina-
tion. Tensions peaked during the trial
of Abdul Qadeer, who was arrested for
a fiery speech against autocratic rule.
On July 13, 1931, thousands gathered
outside Srinagar’s Central Jail to sup-
port Qadeer. When the time for Zuhr
prayer arrived, a young man stood up to
deliver the Azaan and was shot dead on
the orders of the Dogra governor. In an
extraordinary act of resilience, another
protestor stepped forward to continue
the call and was also shot. This succes-
sion continued until 22 Kashmiris were

martyred, targeted one after another to
silence a single Azaan. Once an official
state holiday symbolizing the founda-
tional struggle for civic rights, its formal
status was stripped by India following
the unilateral revocation of Article 370
in August 2019. As the anniversary is
marked, the day honoring the 22 Kash-
miris stands erased from the official
calendar, with access to the Martyrs’
Graveyard sealed off by heavy barri-
cades and razor wire in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK).
Historical patterns repeat as current
Indian security forces adopt tactics rem-
iniscent of the Dogra regime, intensify-
ing systemic crackdowns on the civilian
population across the occupied valley.
With over 900,000 security personnel
deployed on the ground, IIOJK stands as
one of the world’s most densely milita-
rized zones, relying on snap curfews and
frequent internet shutdowns to strict-
ly control the outflow of information.
Local news outlets and independent

journalists face intense censorship un-
der draconian media policies that have
effectively criminalized human rights
reporting and forced a neartotal edi-
torial shutdown. Furthermore, human
rights defenders, lawyers, and political
activists are routinely detained without
trial for indefinite periods through the
sweeping, unchecked application of an-
ti-terror statutes like the Unlawful Activ-
ities Prevention Act (UAPA). Alongside
this, the continuous implementation of
the Armed Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA) grants security personnel ab-
solute legal immunity, effectively block-
ing any criminal prosecution for custo-
dial deaths in civilian courts. To stifle
indigenous public sentiment and pre-
vent mass mobilization, prominent re-
gional political leaders and former chief
ministers, including Omar Abdullah
and Mehbooba Mufti, are routinely
placed under pre-emptive house
arrest with their gates chained
shut ahead of the day.—DNA

National Population
Council to lead
unified population
strategy

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan Igbal on Saturday
reaffirmed the government’s commitment to addressing
Pakistan’s population challenge through coordinated, ev-
idence-based and whole-of-government action, saying the
country’s future would depend on the quality, productivity and
preparedness of its people rather than the size of its popula-
tion He observed on World Population Day that this year un-
der the theme “Realizing the hopes and aspirations of young
people, today and for the future,” the minister said Pakistan’s
large youth population was both a national asset and a major
policy responsibility. He said Pakistan’s population should be
viewed as human capital to be developed rather than a burden
to be managed, adding that investments in health, nutrition,
education, skills development and women’s empowerment
would translate into greater productivity, resilience and
prosperity. Ahsan Igbal said Pakistan had made progress in
reducing fertility, with the total fertility rate declining from
4.1 births per woman in 2006-07 to 3.6 in 2017-18, a figure re-
affirmed by the latest Household Integrated Economic Survey
2024-25. However, he said the pace of decline remained insuffi-
cient to meet the country’s development requirements. He noted
that Pakistan’s population had reached 241.49 million according
to the 2023 Digital Census, growing at an annual rate of 2.55
percent, and could exceed 386 million by 2050 if current trends
continued, placing enormous pressure on education, healthcare,
housing, employment, water resources, food security, infrastruc-
ture and public finances. The minister said population outcomes
were fundamentally linked with governance, adding that after the
18th Constitutional Amendment, responsibilities related to fertili-
ty, health, education and social protection had become dispersed
across different tiers of government He said Pakistan had not
lacked population policies but rather an effective mech-
anism to align all stakeholders under a single national
framework, describing the establishment of the Nation-
al Population Council as a major governance reform.
Ahsan Igbal said the Council, chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, brought together pro-
vincial governments, the leadership of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Human Rights, Azam
Nazeer Tarar on Sunday
reaffirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment towards protecting
and promoting women’s
rights, emphasizing stronger
cooperation among Organi-
sation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) member states in this
regards. He was speaking
during a meeting with the
Counsellor Sarah Ismail Al
Shoura, Executive Director
of the Women Development
Organization (WDO).

During the meeting, the min-
ister said Islam had grant-
ed women comprehensive
rights and a dignified status,
adding that it was the collec-
tive responsibility of the Mus-
lim Ummabh to safeguard and
uphold those rights. He said
Pakistan was implementing
priority initiatives for the pro-
tection and empowerment of
women, noting that women
are playing leading roles in
politics, parliament and oth-
er key sectors of national life.
The meeting also focused
on promoting cooperation
between Pakistan and the
Women Development Or-
ganization, with discussions
covering women’s rights,
empowerment, and expand-
ing collaboration among OIC
member states. The minister
and Counsellor Sarah Ismail
Al Shoura agreed to strength-
en cooperation in the areas
of women’s empowerment,
socio-economic development
and institutional collabora-
tion.—APP

Pak’s IWT
case strong,
but climate

change looms
larger

ISLAMABAD: Climate ex-
pert Ali Taugeer Sheikh
stressed that while Paki-
stan’s legal case under the In-
dus Waters Treaty (IWT) was
strong, but climate change
posed a far greater and rap-
idly escalating threat to the
Indus Basin.

In an interview with APP,
Sheikh noted that Paki-
stan’s response to recent
Indian arguments was firm-
ly grounded in international
law, particularly in light of
the Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration’s rulings and the
treaty’s provisions safeguard-
ing downstream rights. “On
the legal points, Pakistan’s
rebuttal is strong,” he said
Referring to the ongoing de-
bate over the treaty, Sheikh
cautioned that the Himalayan
watershed has already lost
nearly a quarter of its peren-
nial ice cover due to climate
change. “Climate change
is the third commissioner.
It attends no meetings and
honours no awards, but it is
already rewriting the treaty,”
he said.—APP

MOST EXPERIENCED
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Balochistan’s Crossroads

QAMAR BASHIR

FORMER CIA analyst Larry Johnson recently
argued that Israel’s intelligence agency, Mos-
sad, has maintained a longstanding covert rela-
tionship with certain Baloch militant elements
operating along the Pakistan-Iran border.
Referring to allegations that have previously ap-
peared in Western media, Johnson stated that
Israeli operatives had allegedly recruited Baloch
militants while posing as American intelligence
officers to conduct operations inside Iran.
Building upon that historical episode, he further argued that the recent
surge in militant attacks in Pakistan’s Balochistan province should not be
viewed as isolated acts of violence but as part of a broader geopolitical strat-
egy designed to generate instability simultaneously in Pakistan and Iran.
Johnson’s remarks have reopened an important debate regarding the wider geo-
political dimensions of the Baloch conflict. Having spent more than six decades
living in Balochistan, I find Johnson’s assessment worthy of thoughtful consider-
ation— because it raises questions that deserve careful examination.

I was born in Quetta and have witnessed every major phase of the province’s insur-
gency. Governments have changed, military operations have come and gone, peace
agreements have been negotiated and abandoned, but the insurgency that exists
today is fundamentally different from those witnessed in previous decades. It is
more sophisticated, more disciplined, more lethal, and considerably more capable
of executing coordinated attacks across vast distances. Militants today employ so-
phisticated communications, modern weapons, intelligence gathering, coordinated
logistics, and operational planning that naturally raise questions regarding the origin
of such capabilities, and inevitably encourages analysts to examine not only domes-
tic grievances but also wider geopolitical influences. For anyone who has lived in
Balochistan, recurring insurgency is neither surprising nor new. However, I believe
the present insurgency cannot be understood solely through the prism of local griev-
ances. BIt increasingly appears connected to broader strategic and ideological
competitions unfolding across South Asia and the Middle East. Regional con-
flicts seldom remain purely local; they often become the meeting point where
domestic vulnerabilities intersect with external geopolitical interests. One ana-
lytical framework begins with the concept of Akhand Bharat, an ideological cur-
rent associated with Hindu nationalist thought that envisions the reunification
of territories that historically formed part of undivided India.

This construct has influenced elements of India’s long-term strategic outlook.
Within that framework, Pakistan represents the principal geopolitical obstacle
to India’s emergence as the dominant power of the subcontinent. Consequent-
ly, a politically fragmented or internally weakened Pakistan would naturally
be viewed as strategically advantageous. Another analytical framework is the
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concept of Israel’s long-term strategic thinking of greater Israel that has con-
sistently emphasized preventing the emergence of regional powers capable of
challenging its military superiority or strategic freedom of action.
Viewed through that analytical lens, Pakistan occupies a unique position as the
only Muslim-majority nuclear-armed state possessing substantial military ca-
pabilities and expanding defense cooperation with several Muslim countries.
According to this interpretation, Pakistan inevitably figures within broader re-
gional strategic calculations. The motivations of Israel and India may or may not
be entirely independent of one another. Yet history demonstrates that different
states pursuing separate interests can nevertheless generate outcomes that re-
inforce one another without operating through a common plan.
History repeatedly demonstrates that governments and insurgencies eventually
return to negotiations after years of costly confrontation. The tragedy is not that
negotiations occur, but that they often begin only after immense human suffer-
ing and economic destruction. Every bombing deepens mistrust. Every military
operation creates new wounds. Every family that loses a loved one carries scars
that persist long after the fighting ends. After observing Balochistan’s turbulent
journey for more than six decades, I remain convinced that neither perpetual
confrontation nor military victory alone can secure the province’s future. If ex-
ternal actors are indeed seeking to exploit Pakistan’s vulnerabilities, Pakistan’s
strongest response lies not only in military preparedness but in building a polit-
ically cohesive, economically prosperous, constitutionally inclusive, and socially
united nation. Ultimately, this is the lesson for both the Pakistani state and the
insurgents. Violence, regardless of who employs it, cannot build a stable soci-
ety. Governments possess greater responsibility because they possess greater
authority. They must lead the path toward reconciliation, address legitimate
grievances through constitutional means, and isolate only those committed to
terrorism. Those who have taken up arms must likewise recognize that no en-
during political objective can be achieved through bloodshed.
Balochistan has buried enough sons, sacrificed enough generations, and en-
dured enough cycles of violence. The insurgency has inflicted immense suffer-
ing on the province itself. Baloch militant groups have killed numerous security
personnel, targeted innocent civilians, brutally murdered workers and travelers
from other provinces, and destroyed roads, railways, communication networks,
and other public infrastructure essential for the province’s development and
the well-being of its people. The state, too, has paid a heavy price in lives,
resources, and public trust while striving to restore order. Continued violence—
whether committed by insurgents or in the course of armed confrontation—has
only deepened wounds, delayed development, and prolonged the suffering of or-
dinary Baloch citizens. The future of Balochistan should not be determined by
bullets, by mutual mistrust, or by the strategic ambitions of outside powers. It
must instead be built upon dialogue, justice, constitutional inclusion, economic
opportunity, and national unity. History repeatedly teaches that even the long-
est and bloodiest conflicts ultimately end at the negotiating table. Wisdom lies
in reaching that table before another generation is consumed by war.
- Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC | Michigan, USA

CPEC 2.0: The Next Phase of Pakistan’s
Economic Transformation

T.M Awan

This transition is consistent
with China’s own economic
evolution. As labor costs
rise in China and advanced
manufacturing becomes a
national priority, certain
labor-intensive industries
are expected to seek
new destinations abroad.
Pakistan has an opportunity
to attract a portion of this
investment, particularly if
Special Economic Zones
can be linked to export-
oriented manufacturing and
integrated into regional
supply chains. Agriculture
presents another
important frontier.
Pakistan possesses vast
agricultural potential but
continues to struggle
with low productivity,
outdated farming practices,
and inefficient resource
management

HEN the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-

dor (CPEC) was launched in 2013, it was

primarily viewed through the lens of infra-
structure. Roads, power plants, transmission lines,
and the development of Gwadar Port dominated pub-
lic discourse. At the time, Pakistan was grappling
with crippling energy shortages, inadequate trans-
port connectivity, and an investment deficit that
constrained economic growth. CPEC was designed
to address these structural bottlenecks. More than a
decade later, the conversation is changing.
The emerging concept of CPEC 2.0 suggests a shift
from building infrastructure to creating economic
value. The focus is gradually moving from roads and
energy projects toward industrial cooperation, tech-
nological innovation, agriculture modernization, dig-
ital connectivity, human resource development, and
exportoriented growth. In many ways, CPEC 2.0
reflects both the lessons of the first phase and the
realities of a rapidly changing global economy.
The first phase of CPEC undoubtedly delivered signif-
icant gains. Energy projects helped reduce Pakistan’s
chronic electricity shortages, while new highways and
transport networks improved connectivity across var-
ious regions. Gwadar, despite its challenges, estab-
lished itself as an important symbol of Pakistan-China
strategic cooperation. Yet infrastructure alone was
never intended to be the final destination. It was
meant to create the foundation for industrialization
and economic transformation.
That transformation remains a work in progress.
Several factors slowed the momentum of the original
CPEC roadmap. Political transitions, policy incon-
sistencies, economic instability, IMF-related fiscal
constraints, and security concerns all affected imple-
mentation timelines. The result was that while many
infrastructure projects moved forward, the industrial
and investment dimensions lagged behind expecta-
tions. Today, however, the international environment
may be creating a new opportunity.
Global supply chains are undergoing a profound re-
structuring. Rising geopolitical tensions, trade dis-
putes, technological competition, and the “China Plus
One” strategy adopted by many multinational firms
are encouraging businesses to diversify production
locations beyond China. Countries capable of offering

competitive labor, strategic geography, and improved
infrastructure are increasingly positioning them-
selves as alternative manufacturing destinations.
This is where CPEC 2.0 becomes strategically signifi-
cant. Pakistan’s geographic location remains one of its
most underutilized assets. Situated at the crossroads of
South Asia, Central Asia, the Middle East, and Western
China, Pakistan possesses the potential to become a
regional hub for trade, logistics, and industrial produc-
tion. The infrastructure built during the first phase of
CPEC provides a platform upon which a more sophisti-
cated economic model can be developed.

Recent discussions between Pakistani and Chinese of-
ficials suggest that the next stage of cooperation will
place greater emphasis on agriculture, information
technology, industrial cooperation, vocational train-
ing, and innovation-driven growth. Chinese officials
have increasingly described CPEC 2.0 as a vehicle
for translating earlier infrastructure investments into
broader economic opportunities. The objective is no
longer simply connectivity. It is productivity.

This transition is consistent with China’s own eco-
nomic evolution. As labor costs rise in China and
advanced manufacturing becomes a national priority,
certain labor-intensive industries are expected to seek
new destinations abroad. Pakistan has an opportunity
to attract a portion of this investment, particularly if
Special Economic Zones can be linked to export-ori-
ented manufacturing and integrated into regional sup-
ply chains. Agriculture presents another important
frontier. Pakistan possesses vast agricultural poten-
tial but continues to struggle with low productivity,
outdated farming practices, and inefficient resource
management. Chinese expertise in agricultural tech-
nology, water management, seed development, and
mechanization could contribute significantly to im-
proving productivity and food security. Such coopera-
tion would align closely with the broader objectives of
China’s Global Development Initiative, which empha-
sizes sustainable and inclusive development.

The digital economy may prove equally important.
The next phase of economic competition will not be
determined solely by highways and ports but also by
data, innovation, artificial intelligence, fintech, and
digital infrastructure. If CPEC 1.0 focused on physical
connectivity, CPEC 2.0 has the potential to focus on

knowledge connectivity. Joint ventures in information
technology, research collaboration, skills develop-
ment, and startup ecosystems could generate long-
term economic dividends that traditional infrastruc-
ture projects alone cannot provide.
However, optimism must be accompanied by realism.
Pakistan cannot expect CPEC 2.0 to succeed auto-
matically. The challenges that slowed progress in
the past have not disappeared entirely. Policy con-
tinuity, regulatory reforms, investor confidence,
macroeconomic stability, and security remain es-
sential prerequisites for attracting large-scale in-
vestment. Industrial zones cannot flourish without
predictable policies, reliable governance, and a
competitive business environment.
Moreover, Pakistan must avoid viewing CPEC solely
through a geopolitical lens. While the corridor un-
doubtedly carries strategic significance, its long-term
success will ultimately be measured by economic out-
comes. Job creation, export growth, technology trans-
fer, industrial competitiveness, and improvements in
living standards are the indicators that matter most.
The broader regional environment also strength-
ens the case for economic cooperation. As global
power centers shift and economic fragmentation
increases, middle-income countries face growing
pressure to build resilient partnerships and diver-
sify growth strategies. For Pakistan, deepening
economic engagement with China while simultane-
ously expanding connectivity with regional markets
offers a pragmatic path forward.
The true significance of CPEC 2.0 lies not in the
scale of investment alone but in the nature of trans-
formation it seeks to achieve. The first phase fo-
cused on constructing the foundations of growth.
The second phase must focus on generating growth
itself. If CPEC 1.0 was about building roads, power
plants, and ports, CPEC 2.0 must be about building
industries, skills, innovation, and competitiveness.
The success of this transition will determine wheth-
er the corridor remains merely an infrastructure
project or evolves into the economic transformation
initiative that its architects originally envisioned.
— The writer is a journalist, strategic commu-
nication and public diplomacy advisor based in
Islamabad. X: @TMAwanOfficial

When Crises Converge: Changing Humanitarian
Realities in KP and the Merged Areas

Rehan Ali

Her family, like many
others, lost not just shelter
but their means of survival.
In the aftermath, outreach

teams engaged with affected
communities, ensuring
that support reached those
who needed it most. For
women like Fatima, this
engagement was crucial.
It was not just about relief,
but about being heard,
about rebuilding with
some sense of dignity

ing tensions in Tirah Valley and parts of Kurram led

thousands of families to seek safety in nearby areas.
Like many others, Amina gathered her children and a few
belongings and set out on an uncertain journey. For weeks,
she lived in a temporary settlement on the outskirts of
Bara, sharing limited space with relatives and adapting to
a life she never imagined.“We left everything behind,” she
says quietly. “We thought it would be for a few days.”
But days turned into weeks. With over 378,000 people af-
fected and nearly 54,000 families displaced, the scale of
need quickly became evident. For families like Amina’s,
the most immediate concerns were food, clean water, basic
healthcare, and protection from harsh weather.
When response teams reached her settlement, the first in-
teraction was not distribution, but listening. Names were
recorded, family sizes noted, urgent needs identified. Soon
after, assistance followed food supplies, hygiene kits, win-
terization items, and basic medical care. “At least now,”
she says, “we feel someone knows we are here.”
Hundreds of kilometers away in Buner, Fatima Gul’s story
carries a different, but equally painful memory.
On 15 August 2025, a sudden cloudburst struck parts of
Swat and Buner, unleashing intense rainfall within hours.
Streams turned into torrents, sweeping through villages
with little warning. Homes collapsed, roads vanished, and
livelihoods built over years were washed away in a single
afternoon. “We did not even have time to think,” Fatima
recalls. “Everything was gone.”
Her family, like many others, lost not just shelter but
their means of survival. In the aftermath, outreach
teams engaged with affected communities, ensuring that
support reached those who needed it most. For women
like Fatima, this engagement was crucial. It was not
just about relief, but about being heard, about rebuild-
ing with some sense of dignity. These stories, though
different in cause, reflect a common reality. Across
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Merged Areas, crises are
no longer isolated events. Conflict, climate shocks, and
economic strain are increasingly intersecting, creating a
layered humanitarian challenge. It is not one emergen-

E N January 2026, an evolving security situation and ris-

cy replacing another, but multiple pressures unfolding
at the same time, stretching both communities and re-
sponse systems. In such a landscape, the role of national
humanitarian institutions becomes even more critical. The
Pakistan Red Crescent Society, working alongside public
authorities and Movement partners, has remained engaged
across these evolving situations, often operating in areas
where needs are immediate and access is difficult.

Since early 2025, under the leadership of Chairperson Mrs.
Farzhana Naek, efforts have been underway to strengthen
institutional systems and improve response capacity. The
focus has been on building more structured, accountable
processes while enhancing coordination and service de-
livery. These changes are gradually shaping a more adap-
tive and responsive institution, capable of managing both
sudden emergencies and prolonged crises. The scale of
response over the past year reflects this effort. More than
410,000 people have been reached nationwide through
emergency operations, including over 225,000 during the
floods response. In Bajaur, with support from ECHO, a
multi-sector initiative supported over 60,000 individuals
through health, water and sanitation, and cash assistance.
At key border points, where returning Afghan families ar-
rive under difficult conditions, integrated Humanitarian
Service Points at Torkham and a Medical Health Facility
at Chaman have provided essential services. Health care,
water and sanitation, protection, restoring family links,
and community engagement have been brought together
to ensure that assistance is both coordinated and dignified,
reaching over 116,000 Afghan migrants. In Tirah and Kur-
ram, where Amina’s story began, response teams reached
more than 51,500 displaced individuals despite challeng-
ing terrain and weather, providing food, non-food items,
hygiene kits, winterization support, and first aid. These
efforts underline a simple reality: in places where access
is uncertain, presence itself becomes part of the response.
An important element across these interventions has been
balance. Support has extended not only to displaced and
returning populations but also to host communities, help-
ing ease local pressures and maintain social cohesion in
already strained environments.

Preparedness is also gaining attention. Early Action Proto-
cols are being introduced, alongside a broader Emergency
Contingency Plan that includes a focus on nutrition, par-
ticularly for women and children. Health initiatives con-
tinue to expand, including immunization efforts in Bannu,
Sub-Division Wazir, and Chaman, reaching over 109,000 in-
dividuals through community engagement and awareness.
Behind many of these efforts are volunteers. With a net-
work exceeding 728,000 individuals and nearly 18,800 ac-
tively engaged, they remain a vital link between response
systems and communities. Recognizing their central role,
the Chairperson has set an ambitious vision to expand
the volunteer base to one million, further strengthening
PRCS’s ability to deliver timely and effective humanitari-
an services. At the same time, greater emphasis is being
placed on Protection, Gender and Inclusion, ensuring that
women, children, the elderly, and persons with disabilities
are not overlooked. In complex emergencies, inclusion is
not an add-on, it is essential to effective response.
Yet, the broader environment is becoming more uncertain.
Global conflicts and economic pressures are reshaping
funding priorities, with resources increasingly stretched.
For institutions responding to growing needs, this creates
real constraints on how far and how fast support can reach.
This is where the conversation shifts beyond response.
The patronage of the President of Pakistan and the PRCS,
Mr. Asif Ali Zardari, along with the continued support of
Movement partners, provides an important foundation.
But the scale and complexity of today’s challenges call for
wider engagement from all stakeholders.
Because in the end, stories like Amina’s and Fatima’s
are not just about loss. They are about what follows
the moment when someone arrives, listens, and stays.
And in places where crises converge, that presence
becomes more than assistance. It becomes a bridge
between uncertainty and recovery, a reminder that
even in the most difficult moments, no community
should have to face the journey alone.
- The writer is Assistant Director, Media &
Communication, Pakistan Red Crescent Society
(PRCS), National Headquarters, Islamabad.
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FROM Pace 01
Meanwhile, Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards said the
Strait of Hormuz would be
closed “until further no-
tice,” state media reported.
The Guards had fired warn-
ing shots at a vessel using
an unauthorised route, the
reports said. The move
threatens to further com-
plicate efforts to salvage
US-Iran negotiations af-
ter both sides exchanged
strikes over the past few
days. Earlier strikes by Teh-
ran on vessels in the strait
had triggered exchanges of
fire between Iran and the
United States, sparking
heated rhetoric between
the adversaries. A key road-
block to a final agreement
is the future of the Strait
of Hormuz, with Tehran
insisting it will control ship-
ping through the waterway
and Washington demanding
unrestricted navigation.

Forces gun
down more
than 7o...

FroMm Pace 01
personnel fought the ter-
rorists bravely and killed 15
militants during the initial
engagement. The military
spokesperson said nine po-
lice personnel embraced
martyrdom in the initial
fighting, adding that mili-
tants had taken police per-
sonnel hostage before secu-
rity forces reached the area.
Pakistan witnessed a surge
in terror activities, par-
ticularly in its KP and Ba-
lochistan provinces, since
2021, when the Afghan
Taliban came into power.

Five
labourers
shot dead...

From Pace 01
the killing of the unarmed
labourers, saying terrorists
had once again exposed
their “sinister intentions” by
targeting innocent workers.
“The objective of terrorists
is not the pursuit of any
cause but to spread terror,
hatred and destabilise Paki-
stan,” CM Bugti said, adding
that action against those
challenging the writ of the
state would become “more
decisive”. Balochistan gov-
ernment spokesperson Sha-
hid Rind also condemned
the incident, saying the
provincial government had
taken notice of the attack
and ordered an investiga-
tion. “Those involved in the
killing of innocent citizens
will not escape the grip of
the law,” Rind said, adding
that the government stood
with the bereaved fami-
lies in their time of grief.

Oman says
23 rescued,
after...

FroMm PacGe 01
British maritime agency
UKMTO said the crew had
abandoned ship and were
on a lifeboat, around 17
kilometres (10 miles) east
of Oman. The attack came
as Tehran announced it
was closing the Strait of
Hormuz and launched mis-
siles and drones at its Gulf
neighbours in retaliation
for new US strikes. The In-
dian foreign ministry said
the attacks on commer-
cial shipping in the region
were “deeply worrisome”.

Iran attacks,
Qatar,
Bharain,
UAE

FroMm PacGe 01
Meanwhile, missile alerts
sounded for the third time
on Sunday in Bahrain, home
to the US Navy’s 5th Fleet.
Kuwait’s military also said
it was intercepting incom-
ing fire. The United Arab
Emirates said its defense
systems engaged missiles
and drones from Iran. In
a statement, the ministry
of defense said the mis-
sile threats detected this
morning were outside the
country’s borders. A Omani
security source reported
that drones have targeted
sites in the governorate of
Musandam. The sultanate
condemned the attacks and
vowed to take all measures
that safeguard the coun-
try’s security and residents.

& Argentina beat Swiss 3-1
after extra time to reach
orld Cup semi-finals

The thriller - Kansas City 5 final game of the tournament - looked headed for a

shootout before Alvarez whipped a gorgeous long-range shot into the top corner
in the 112th minute that Gregor Kobel at full-stretch had no chance of saving

DNA

KANSAS CITY: Argentina’s Julian Alvarez
and Lautaro Martinez scored deep in extra
time to secure a dramatic 3-1 quarter-final
win over 10-man Switzerland on Saturday
and set up a heavyweight lastfour clash
against England in Atlanta on Wednesday.
Lionel Messi’s Argentina side kept alive
their bid to become the first team to retain
the World Cup since Brazil in 1962 with a
victory that sparked pandemonium among
the sea of sky-blue-and-white supporters
and ended Switzerland’s fairytale run.

The Swiss had reached the World Cup quar-
terfinals for the first time since 1954, but
fell one match short of an unprecedented
semi-final appearance, suffering a major
blow when Breel Embolo was sent off for
diving in the 72nd minute.

The thriller - Kansas City’s final game of
the tournament - looked headed for a shoot-
out before Alvarez whipped a gorgeous
long-range shot into the top corner in the
112th minute that Gregor Kobel at full-
stretch had no chance of saving.

Martinez added a third for the holders nine
minutes later when he calmly slotted home
the rebound of Thiago Almada’s shot.
Alexis Mac Allister had given Argentina the
lead in the 10th minute, meeting Messi’s
corner at the front post with a flicked head-
er that sailed beyond Kobel and into the far
corner. It was the first time Switzerland
had trailed in the tournament.

The Swiss refused to wilt however.

After a largely uneventful first half, the con-
test burst into life as Switzerland repeat-
edly tested Emiliano Martinez, forcing the
Argentina goalkeeper into a string of sharp
saves and jolting the South American sup-
porters into full voice. An equaliser felt in-
evitable as the Swiss piled on the pressure,
and they were rewarded in the 67th minute

when Dan Ndoye exchanged passes with Ri-
cardo Rodriguez down the left before slid-
ing a right-footed finish through Martinez’s
legs. Ndoye snarled into the nearest televi-
sion camera as Switzerland’s fans erupted.
But the Swiss were reduced to 10 men
when Embolo got a second yellow card for
simulation. It came after a lengthy VAR re-
view for mistaken identity, with the referee

overturning his initial decision to caution
Argentina’s Leandro Paredes.

Embolo collapsed in tears and was con-
soled by teammates as he left the pitch.
Argentina responded by pinning Switzer-
land back for long periods. Cheered on by
fans who made Arrowhead Stadium feel
more like Buenos Aires than Kansas City,
the holders surged forward as chants of

“Vamos, vamos!” echoed around the venue.
Messi, playing in his sixth World Cup at the
age of 39, nearly settled the contest in stop-
page time with a fierce strike that flashed
inches wide of the post. Switzerland weath-
ered wave after wave of pressure and ap-
peared destined to force a shootout but
their resistance was finally broken in the
closing moments of extra time. - APP

Bellingham scores
twice to lift England
past Haaland

MIAMI GARDENS: Florida: Jude Bellingham scored in the
third minute of extra time to lift England past Norway 2-1
and into the World Cup semifinals for the first time since
2018. Bellingham’s goal was his second of the game — he
also had an equalizer late in the first half. The Real Madrid
star is now tied with England teammate Harry Kane with
six goals in this tournament, behind the eight of France’s
Kylian Mbappé and Argentina’s Lionel Messi. He scored
twice in the round of 16 as England beat co-host Mexico.
England, winner of the 1966 World Cup and facing pres-
sure to return to the title match, is now one win away from
getting there. The Three Lions will face either Argentina
or Switzerland, who were set to play Saturday night in Kan-
sas City, Missouri. Andreas Schjelderup scored in the 36th
minute for Norway, a squad that reached its first quarter-
finals and took the Internet by storm with its “Viking row”
and the charisma of 6-foot-5 striker Erling Haaland.

the Manchester City star who had seven goals
in this tournament — was held without a goal for the first
time in the World Cup. He was subbed out on Saturday for
Jorgen Strand Larsen in the second half of extra time.
Norway nearly went ahead 2-1 in the 56th minute when Tor-
bj rn Heggem put a rebound past goalkeeper Jordan Pickford
after a corner kick. Following a video review, the goal was
disallowed because of a foul by Haaland in the box. Haaland
was also denied by Pickford on a point-blank header in the
first half. Schjelderup, making just his second start of the | ing.
tournament, fired a shot that caromed off the right post and
into the net to stun an England team that had dominated
possession to that point. Bellingham’s equalizer from close
range elicited a roar from that crowd that included Mick
Jagger and England great David Beckham. Schjelderup,
who set up both of Haaland’s goals in Norway’s round of
16 win over Brazil, celebrated by stretching his arms wide
and looking at the crowd as his teammates lifted him onto
their shoulders. Meanwhile, Kane sat near midfield, grab-
bing his leg and looking toward the officials. - APP

Haaland —

South African
footballer

Jayden Adams
dead at 25

DNA

MEXICO CITY: South Af-
rican midfielder Jayden
Adams, who represented
his country at the ongoing
World Cup, died Saturday
at the age of 25, Sports
Minister Gayton McKenzie
said.Soccer “It is with pro-
found shock and a heavy
heart that I have learnt of
the passing of Jayden Ad-
ams,” McKenzie said in a
statement. “South African
football has lost one of its
brightest young talents.”
The minister did not dis-
close a cause of death.

Police said they had
opened an investigation
after the body of a 25-year-
old man was found at a
house in Schotschekloof,
a suburb in central Cape
Town, on Saturday morn-
“Circumstances sur-
rounding this incident are
under investigation,” West-
ern Cape police spokes-
person FC van Wyk told
AFP.Executive Branch Ad-
ams played in all three of
South Africa’s group-stage
matches at the tournament
but did not feature in the
knockout defeat by Canada.

seli-care fuels Pakistan’s growing
women fitness movement

ISLAMABAD: As upbeat music echoes
through a modest dedicated gym in Than-
da Pani, a rural community on the out-
skirts of Islamabad, a line of young women
take turns lifting weights and running on
treadmills. It is an image that would have
been almost unimaginable in the area just
a few years ago. For decades, gyms in Pa-
kistan were largely perceived as male do-
mains. Today, that perception is steadily
changing. From major cities to semi-urban
communities, women are increasingly
carving out time, not for work, family, or
studies, but for themselves.

This shift is backed by data; according
to Smartscraper, Islamabad boasted 225
gyms by April 2026, a 7.08 percent in-
crease since 2023, highlighting a skyrock-
eting demand for fitness facilities.

Gym owners are at the front lines of this
transformation, adapting to a surge in fe-
male registrations. Farzana Amin, the own-
er of Ladies Fitness Club, Shaheen Town,
recalled the rapid evolution of her own
business when speaking to APP.

“In the beginning, only 10 to 15 women
used to come to the gym regularly. Within a
few months, our membership increased to
around 60 to 65 women,” Farzana shared.
She noted that she purposefully opened a
ladies-only gym after observing that many
women wanted to improve their health but
felt hesitant in co-gender facilities. “My
aim was to provide a safe, comfortable,
and supportive environment where women
could exercise with confidence.”

The demographic of women reclaiming
their health spans all generations. Mus-
sarat Shaheen, a housewife, talking to

APP admitted she never envisioned
herself working out at this stage of her
life. “Most of my time was spent taking
care of my family, and I often ignored
my own health,” Shaheen said. “With
age, I realized that staying active is im-
portant for my energy. Fitness is not
only for young people; everyone can
make positive changes at any age.”
For younger, working professionals,
the motivations are equally deep. Sana
Khan, a regular gym-goer, found solace
in the gym after battling fatigue from
long office hours and an inactive life-
style. “I started going to the gym to im-
prove my health and energy levels, not
just to change my appearance,” Khan
explained. “I believe consistency is more
important than following extreme diets.”
While the culture is thriving, it brings mod-
ern psychological challenges, heavily fue-
led by digital spaces. University students
and young girls note that while social me-
dia first introduced them to fitness rou-
tines, it presents a double-edged sword.
Gym member Zarmeena Ali observed that
digital platforms increase awareness but
simultaneously manifest toxic standards.
“Social media creates pressure to achieve
unrealistic body goals,” Zarmeena said.
“People join gyms with the expectation of
quick results, but fitness requires patience
and dedication. It is a long-term commit-
ment, not a temporary trend.” Mehmoona
Khalid, an Islamabad-based gym instruc-
tor, echoed these concerns to APP. She
revealed that a large part of her job now
involves managing expectations and dis-
mantling the allure of shortcuts. - APP

Hormuz
‘more
important’...

From Pace 01
twenty percent of the
world’s oil supply remains
its most potent instrument
of economic warfare. The
comment highlights Iran’s
posture that if its own
economic stability and oil
exports are threatened by
Western sanctions and mili-
tary actions, it has the intent
and the geographical posi-
tioning to paralyze global
energy markets completely.

Pak, Turkiye
exchange
views on...

From Pace 01
rights, social security and
institutional  cooperation,
exchange experiences and
advance the joint projects.
Pakistan and Turkiye also
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to enhance
cooperation in the field
of family, social services
and social security. Both
the countries reiterat-
ed their commitment to
promote joint ventures.

Ukraine
president
sacks his PM

FroMm Pace 01
“T am grateful to Yuliia for
her clear, steady, and effec-
tive work as Prime Minis-
ter, for her years of produc-
tive service on Ukraine’s
team, and I have offered
her the opportunity to lead
a new and important area
of relations with a key part-
ner,” Zelenskiy said on X. “I
expect that, together with
MPs, we will make the cor-
responding changes in the
Government of Ukraine.”

In call
with Iran’s
Araghchi...

FroMm Pace 01
US and Iranian forces ex-
changed heavy missile and
drone strikes, with Tehran
targeting US facilities in
states across the Gulf on
Sunday after saying it had
again closed the vital Strait
of Hormuz. President Don-
ald Trump had earlier this
week declared the end of
a ceasefire meant to halt
the fighting that the US
and Israel began on Feb-
ruary 28, though Trump
has left the door open to
continued negotiations.

Mediator
Pakistan
expresses...

FroMm Pace 01
“Pakistan  reiterates its
strong support for the sover-
eignty and territorial integri-
ty of all brotherly countries
in the region, and urges all
sides to exercise restraint,
take immediate steps to-
wards de-escalation, and
uphold respective commit-
ments under the Islamabad
MoU,” the foreign ministry
said. The Foreign Office said
that Pakistan remained com-
mitted to supporting efforts
aimed at achieving lasting
peace and stability through
dialogue and diplomacy.

TANVEER HuUSSAIN

issue of reserved

HE i
seats for refugees from
Jammu and Kashmir in

the Azad Jammu & Kashmir
(AJK) Legislative Assembly has
been under debate for quite
some time. Unfortunately, the
discussion has now extended
beyond parliamentary halls to
social media, public gatherings,
and, in some instances, street
protests. Although the main-
stream media has remained
relatively silent on this sensitive
issue, social media platforms
have witnessed intense debates,
harsh rhetoric, and reports
of violent incidents. In such a
situation, it is essential that
constitutional principles, the
rule of law, and the nation-

al interest take precedence
over emotions, political expe-
diency, and populist slogans.
There are fundamentally two
opposing viewpoints regarding
the refugee seats. One opinion
argues that since these refugees
are no longer residents of the
geographical territory of Azad
Kashmir, their representation in
the Legislative Assembly should
be reconsidered. The other
maintains that these individuals
are the original inhabitants of
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK), who were
forced to migrate to Pakistan be-
cause of Indian state oppression,
wars, and continuous persecu-
tion. Therefore, they cannot be
deprived of their historical, con-
stitutional, and political identity.
Both sides present their own
arguments, and both viewpoints
deserve careful consideration.

However, one fact stands above
all others: the Constitution of
Azad Jammu & Kashmir already
provides a clear mechanism for
resolving this issue. Under the
Constitution, the Legislative As-
sembly may increase, reduce, or
abolish refugee seats through a
two-thirds majority. When the
law itself provides a constitu-
tional solution, disagreements
should be resolved through dem-
ocratic and legal means rather
than through street agitation,

social media campaigns, or the
use of force. Respect for the rule
of law is the foundation of every
democratic society and remains
the surest path to political stabil-
ity and national cohesion.

It should also be remembered
that the refugee seats are not
merely a matter of political rep-
resentation; they symbolize a
historical responsibility and a
national commitment. Following
the events of 1947, hundreds of
thousands of Kashmiris were
displaced from their ancestral
homes because of war, Indian
military actions, and state re-
pression. They sought refuge in
Pakistan, yet they have contin-
ued to retain their identity as
citizens of Jammu and Kashmir.
They did not merely lose their
homes; they also lost their lands,
businesses, livelihoods, and,
in countless cases, their loved
ones. Ignoring these sacrifices
would not only disregard histori-
cal realities but would also weak-
en the very foundation of the
Kashmir freedom movement.
Azad Jammu & Kashmir has long
been regarded as the Base Camp
of the Kashmir Freedom Move-
ment. It was for this very reason
that refugee representation in
the Legislative Assembly was
incorporated into the constitu-
tional framework. The purpose
was not only to safeguard the

political rights of the refugees
but also to convey to the interna-
tional community that the voice
of the people of Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
remains alive and that Pakistan
continues to support their in-
ternationally recognized right
to self-determination.

It is also true that, over time,
demographic realities, electoral
constituencies, and represent-
ative structures evolve. If the
people of Azad Kashmir or their
political parties believe that re-
forms to the existing system are
necessary, such reforms should
certainly be discussed. However,
that discussion must take place
through constitutional dialogue,
mutual respect, and democratic
institutions—not through accusa-
tions, inflammatory rhetoric, or
violence. National issues demand
wisdom, patience, and restraint.
Today, people of Kashmiri origin
continue to serve in important
political institutions around the
world. Several Kashmiris have
been elected to the European
Parliament, the British Parlia-
ment, and other democratic
institutions, representing their
communities with distinction.
If, under public pressure, the
Azad Kashmir Legislative As-
sembly were ever to decide to
abolish the refugee seats, nearly
four million refugees of Jammu

and Kashmir could effectively
lose their political identity and
their constitutional right to
representation. Such a devel-
opment would have significant
constitutional, political, and hu-
manitarian implications.

One constructive alternative
would be to reserve a number of
seats for Jammu and Kashmir ref-
ugees in the National Assembly
of Pakistan if the refugee seats
in the AJK Legislative Assembly
were ever reduced or abolished.
Such an arrangement would
preserve their political identity
while providing an effective plat-
form to address their issues—in-
cluding education, employment,
healthcare, rehabilitation, iden-
tity documentation, and other
civic concerns—directly within
Pakistan’s national legislature.
Available statistics also support
the practicality of this proposal.
According to the 2021 elections,
the total number of registered
voters in Azad Jammu & Kash-
mir was approximately 3.38
million, while registered refu-
gee voters numbered around
400,000. By comparison, some
constituencies of Pakistan’s
National Assembly have signif-
icantly larger electorates. For
example, NA-67 Hafizabad has
approximately 870,000 regis-
tered voters. Based on this pro-
portional representation, allocat-

ing two or three reserved seats
in Pakistan’s National Assembly
for refugees from Jammu and
Kashmir could be a practical
constitutional option, provided
the necessary legal and constitu-
tional requirements are fulfilled.
Ultimately, this issue is not about
the victory or defeat of any par-
ticular group. It concerns nation-
al unity, the preservation of Kash-
miri identity, and the future of
the Kashmir freedom movement.
Differences of opinion are a nat-
ural feature of every democratic
society, but preventing those
differences from turning into
confrontation is a shared respon-
sibility of political parties, state
institutions, intellectuals, civil so-
ciety, and the public at large.

The need of the hour is for all
stakeholders to come together,
consult constitutional experts,
political leaders, and represent-
atives of the refugee communi-
ty, and reach a consensus-based
solution that fully complies with
the Constitution while protect-
ing the historical identity and
political rights of the refugees
from Jammu and Kashmir. Such
an approach would strengthen
democratic institutions, rein-
force national unity, and further
consolidate Pakistan’s principled
support for the people of Jammu
and Kashmir in their struggle for
the right to self-determination.
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Oman posts
$5.4h trade
surplus hy
end of April

RIYADH: Oman’s trade
balance recorded a surplus
of 2.09 billion Omani rials
($5.4 billion) by the end of
April, little changed from
2.11 billion rials in the same
period of 2025, as merchan-
dise exports continued to
exceed imports during the
first four months of the
year. Preliminary data is-
sued by the National Centre
for Statistics and Informa-
tion showed that Oman’s
total merchandise exports
reached 7.6 billion rials by
the end of April, while mer-
chandise imports stood at
5.5 billion rials, resulting
in a trade surplus of more
than 2 billion rials. Oil and
gas exports fell 7.5 per-
cent to 4.7 billion rials by
the end of April, compared
with 5.1 billion rials in the
same period a year earlier.
Non-oil exports reached 2.1
billion rials, compared with
2.2 billion rials in the corre-
sponding period of 2025.

The data comes as Oman’s
regional neighbors contin-
ue to report strong trade
activity, with re-exports
and non-oil trade playing a
larger role across the Gulf.
Saudi Arabia’s trade sur-
plus more than doubled in
April, driven by higher oil
exports, while non-oil ex-
ports, including re-exports,
also increased. The UAE
reported that re-exports
reached 830.2 billion dir-
hams by the end of 2025,
underscoring its position as
a regional trade hub. —APP

flydubai

resumes

flights to
Aleppo after
14-year hiatus

RIYADH: UAE low-cost
carrier flydubai is set to re-
sume flights to Aleppo after
more than 14 years, launch-
ing daily direct services to
the Syrian city as part of the
expansion of its Syrian net-
work. Flights are scheduled
to commence on July 20,
making Aleppo flydubai’s
second destination in Syria
alongside the capital, Da-
mascus, according to state
news agency WAM. This
move reflects flydubai’s
commitment to enhancing
air connectivity with under-
served markets. The airline
was the first UAE carrier to
resume scheduled flights
to Damascus in 2025. With
increasing demand on this
route, flydubai has since
increased services to the
Syrian capital to three dai-
ly flights. The expansion
comes as Dubai strength-
ens its position as a global
aviation hub, with Dubai
International Airport serv-
ing a record 95.2 million
passengers and 291 desti-
nations in 2025 while fore-
casting nearly 99.5 million
travelers this year. “The
launch of our daily flights to
Aleppo marks a significant
milestone in our network
expansion strategy. Our
core mission has always
been to support Dubai’s
position as a global avia-
tion hub by providing direct
flights to underserved mar-
kets,” flydubai CEO Ghaith
Al-Ghaith said. He added:
“By operating daily flights
to Aleppo, we are not only
meeting the growing demand
for direct travel but also con-
tributing to strengthening
economic.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: On the occasion of the 2nd Pakistan International Food & Restaurant Awards 2026, Mr. Rashid Rauf Banday, received the award from
Syed Qamar Raza Shah, Chairman OPF; Mubarak Zeb, Federal Minister for Tribal Affairs; Farah Naz, Parliamentary Secretary for National Heritage &

Culture; Aftab Ur Rehman Rana, MD PTDC; and Muhammad Rauf Raja, Focal Person PMYP on Tourism held in Islamabad.

KSA, Canada new chapter
in investment partnership

Priority sectors identified by both sides include mining and critical minerals, financial services,
advanced manufacturing, artificial intelligence, data centers, and workforce skills — areas where
Canadian expertise aligns closely with Saudi Arabia’s national priorities

DNA

JEDDAH: Saudi Arabia and Canada are
deepening their economic ties through
the Saudi-Canadian Investment Forum, a
high-level gathering held in Jeddah along-
side a visit by the Canadian prime minister
to the Kingdom. The forum brings together
senior officials, investors, financial institu-
tions, and private sector leaders from both
countries to strengthen investment coop-
eration and identify priority sectors for
collaboration The forum is a practical mile-
stone in a renewed bilateral partnership,
designed to bring decision-makers together
to spot opportunities, forge partnerships,
and follow through on priority sectors. The
gathering reflects a broader shift in the
relationship, one built on complementary
strengths, mutual respect, and a shared
ambition for longterm growth. Priority
sectors identified by both sides include
mining and critical minerals, financial ser-
vices, advanced manufacturing, artificial

intelligence, data centers, and workforce
skills — areas where Canadian expertise
aligns closely with Saudi Arabia’s national
priorities. Mining stands out as a particu-
larly strong area of cooperation. Canada
is a global leader in mining and mining
finance, while Saudi Arabia is positioning
the sector as a pillar of economic diversi-
fication. The Kingdom’s mineral wealth
is estimated at around $2.5 trillion across
more than 2.1 million sq. km, with oppor-
tunities identified in more than 50 miner
als and accelerated exploration underway
across the Arabian Shield. Canadian firms
and capital are already active in the King-
dom. Barrick operates locally, and Ivanhoe
Electric has partnered with Ma’aden to ex-
plore roughly 48,500 sq. km. Manara Min-
erals — a joint venture between the Public
Investment Fund and Ma’aden — holds a
10 percent stake in Vale Base Metals, re-
inforcing shared Saudi-Canadian interests
in copper and nickel. Canadian investment
institutions, asset managers, insurers, and
fintech firms can participate in the growth

of Saudi Arabia’s capital, debt, sukuk, in-
surance, and venture capital markets. The
Saudi stock market’s capitalization reached
approximately SR9.44 trillion riyals ($2.53
trillion) as of June 2026, according to fig-
ures cited at the forum. Expanded for-
eign investor access has opened clearer
pathways for international institutions to
participate in the market’s growth. Vision
2030 and the National Industrial Strategy
provide a long-term platform for industrial
investment, giving Canadian manufacturers
access to infrastructure, industrial cities,
and special economic zones to expand
production and exports. Saudi Arabia aims
to reach 35,000 factories by 2035, with
industrial investment approaching 2 tril-
lion riyals, and to raise the manufacturing
sector’s contribution to GDP to roughly
895 billion riyals by 2030. Manufacturing
led Canadian investment inflows into the
Kingdom in 2024, according to Ministry
of Investment data, with companies such
as Ingenia Polymers already established
as leading Canadian investors. The King-

dom plans to reach 6.6 gigawatts of Al data
center capacity by 2034. AirTrunk, partly
owned by Canada’s CPP Investments, is
developing a $3 billion Al data center com-
plex with Humain, while an existing part-
nership with Cohere on Arabic-language Al
reflects practical alignment between the
two countries. The investment relationship
also extends to workforce development.
Saudi Arabia’s industrial and technological
transformation requires continuous upskill-
ing, an area where Canadian institutions
hold strong international capabilities in
technical and vocational education. Skills
partnerships help sustain investment by
linking capital deployment with local ca-
pacity-building, with Canadian training pro-
viders positioned to support growth across
mining, Al, and services sectors. The Min-
istry of Investment and the Invest Saudi
platform will continue connecting inter-
ested investors to sectoral opportunities,
government entities, private-sector part-
ners, incentives, and practical guidance
throughout the investment journey.

Syrian transitional
parliament holds
first session

DAMASCUS: Syria’s transitional parliament began its
first session on Sunday, state television reported, tasked
with drafting the country’s new constitution and laying the
groundwork for democracy after decades of authoritarian
rule. Syria’s new authorities dissolved the country’s rub-
ber-stamp legislature after toppling longtime ruler Bashar
Assad in December 2024, and adopted a temporary consti-
tutional declaration to cover a five-year transition period.
In October last year, and in a process criticized as un-
democratic, local committees appointed by the electoral
commission — which in turn was appointed by President
Ahmed Al-Sharaa — began selecting two-thirds of the
210 members of the new parliament. Sharaa appoint the
remaining third, 70 members this week. The session
began on Sunday with 206 members, excluding the Dru-
ze-majority Sweida province in the south and a deceased
member. Sweida still has not designated its members
following sectarian bloodshed there last year, though
Sharaa appointed two representatives from there. The
selection process was held in formerly Kurdish-run are-
as of the north and northeast earlier this year, after the
Damascus authorities assumed control there and signed a
deal on integrating Kurdish institutions into the state.—APP

Credible News.

Empowering youth thru
skills, jobs key to uplift: ICCI

ISLAMABAD: Acting President of the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI), Tahir Ayub, has called for
a comprehensive national strategy to transform Pakistan’s rapidly growing population into a productive economic force
through sustained investments in education, healthcare, skills development, entrepreneurship, and employment gener-
ation. He said that with prudent planning and human capital development, Pakistan’s youthful population could become
the country’s greatest competitive advantage, driving industrial growth, innovation, exports, and long-term economic
prosperity. He expressed these views while talking to different delegations of business leaders on the occasion of World
Population Day on Saturday, observing that the day served as an important reminder of the need to strike a balance
between population growth and sustainable economic development. He emphasized that the true strength of a nation
lied not merely in the size of its population, but in its ability to educate, empower, and productively engage its people in
nation-building. Tahir Ayub said that Pakistan was blessed with one of the largest youth populations in the region, present-
ing a historic demographic opportunity that could accelerate economic transformation if supported by forward-looking
policies. However, he cautioned that without timely investments in quality education, vocational and technical training,
healthcare, digital literacy, and decent employment opportunities, the demographic advantage could turn into a signifi-
cant socio-economic challenge. The ICCI Acting President observed that the private sector has a pivotal role to play in creat-
ing employment opportunities, promoting entrepreneurship, investing in workforce development, and supporting innovation.
He urged the government to strengthen collaboration with the business community, academia, and development partners to
equip young people with market-driven skills and prepare them for the evolving demands of the global economy. He further
emphasized that policy consistency, economic stability, and a business{friendly environment are indispensable for attracting
investment and generating employment on the scale required to absorb Pakistan’s expanding workforce. He called for greater
investment in industrialization, technology, SMEs, and export-oriented sectors to create sustainable livelihoods and improve
living standards Speaking on the occasion, ICCI Vice President Mohammad Irfan Chaudhry stressed that empowering youth
through technical education, vocational training, digital skills, and entrepreneurship is essential for enhancing productivity and
reducing unemployment. He added that a vibrant SME sector, supported by enabling government policies and easier access to
finance, can play a transformative role in creating jobs and ensuring inclusive economic growth.—DNA

CAIRO: Israeli attacks
killed at least five people in
the Gaza Strip on Sunday,
including a 9-year-old girl,
Palestinian health officials
said. Medics said Israeli
gunfire directed at a tent
encampment on the eastern
side of the Al-Bureij refugee
camp in central Gaza killed
9year-old Tala Abu Matar.
The Israeli military did not
immediately comment on
the girl’s death. An airstrike
at a metal foundry in Gaza
City’s Sabra neighborhood
killed four people. Witness-
es said the site was hit
with three Israeli missiles.
Israel’s military told Reu-
ters it had struck “terror-
ist” infrastructure, without
giving further details. The
ceasefire agreed in October
2025 between Israel and
Hamas halted major fight-
ing in the enclave, but it has
failed to stop Israeli attacks
that have killed more than
1,000 Palestinians since
it took effect. Four Israeli
soldiers have been killed
by militants in Gaza over
the same period. The latest
violence comes as Hamas
leaders visited Cairo for fur-
ther talks over implement-
ing the second phase of US
President Donald Trump’s
Gaza peace plan. The dis-
cussions include Hamas dis-
armament and Israeli army
withdrawals, according to
sources close to the talks,
adding that there had not
yet been a breakthrough.
Nearly all of Gaza’s 2 mil-
lion people, most of whom
have been displaced several
times, now live on a tiny
strip of land along the coast,
mainly in makeshift tents or
damaged buildings, under
Hamas control.—APP

Thousands
of Albanians
march against
Trump-linked

resort

TIRANA, Albania: Thou-
sands of Albanians marched
in Tirana Saturday calling
for the resignation of the
country’s prime minister
and protesting a tourism
project linked to the Trump
family — the 42nd consec-
utive night of such demon-
strations. The marchers
were also protesting a con-
cert Saturday by controver-
sial US rapper Kanye West,
whose antisemitic rhetoric
has led to his performances
being banned in some Euro-
pean capitals. Demonstra-
tors waving Albanian flags
chanted slogans against
both Prime Minister Edi
Rama and the rapper, who
now styles himself as “Ye.”
Rama met the rapper at
his office before the con-
cert, later posting video of
the packed event on social
media and giving it a five
star rating. It is difficult to
assess how many people
demonstrate each night
in the capital, but accord-
ing to AFP journalists on
the ground, thousands of
people protest every day.
Protesters object to the es-
timated $4.6-billion luxury
hotel development linked
to US president Donald
Trump’s family because it
would go ahead in an en-
vironmentally protected
area, Zvernec. They say the
project threatens a near-
by lagoon on the Adriatic
coast critical to migrating
birds. Developers also hope
to transform the uninhabit-
ed island of Sazan — once a
secret communist military
base — into a tourist destina-
tion.—APP
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Tynhoon
Bavi hatters
eastern
China

DNA

BEIJING: Typhoon Bavi,
the most powerful storm to
strike mainland China this
year, brought heavy rain-
fall to the eastern coast on
Sunday and lashed densely
populated cities with vio-
lent winds, testing the coun-
try’s ability to cope with
extreme weather. Bavi had
weakened by Sunday morn-
ing to a tropical storm as it
pushed inland, but forecast-
ers warned that the France-
sized storm system could
unleash prolonged and
widespread rainfall across
eastern and northern China
in the coming days.

Nearly two million people
were evacuated ahead of
Bavi's arrival, mostly in
Zhejiang province, an eco-
nomic and technological
powerhouse in the world’s
second-largest economy.
Bavi struck Zhejiang’s
coastal city of Yuhuan at
around 11:20 pm (local
time) on Saturday before
making a second landfall
in Yueqing, part of the
city of Wenzhou, at around
midnight. “When it made
landfall last night, the winds
were very strong,” Yueqing
resident Li Liangxing told
Reuters. “We could hear
roof tiles and tree branches
falling. Of course we were
scared, but we live by the
sea, so we're used to it.”
Gesturing toward a flooded
canal beside his residential
compound, Li said he had
never seen the water rise
so high. “There used to be
a alkway there, but now it’s
underwater,” he said. More
than 1,300 trees fell across
Yueqing, with more than 700
of them uprooted entirely,
state broadcaster CCTV re-
ported. The deepest flood-
ing reached roughly half the
height of a vehicle tire.

GST hike
pushes up
hybrid
vehicle prices

NAZIR S1YAL

KARACHI: With the gov-
ernment yet to announce
the Auto Policy 2026-31
following the expiry of the
2021-26 policy on June 30
this year, local assem-
blers have started raising
prices of electrified vehi-
cles after the increase in
general sales tax (GST)
on hybrid vehicles to 25
per cent from 8.5pc in the
budget for FY27.

Indus Motor Company has
increased the prices of its
two Toyota Corolla Cross
hybrid electric  vehicle
(HEV) models by Rs1.364
million and Rsl.314m to
Rs10.299m and Rs9.849m,
respectively. Similarly,
Honda Atlas Cars Limit-
ed has raised the price
of its HRVe model by
Rs1.370m to Rs10.369m.
Other assemblers, who
have yet to increase prices.

Bosnia’s Ambassador to Pakistan
honors victims of Srebrenica genocide

Ambassador Emin expressed deep gratitude to Pakistan for its support during
Bosnia’s darkest days. He recalled Pakistan’s humanitarian aid shipments, advocacy
at the United Nations, and the role of the Pakistani Battalion in assisting survivors

SarruLLAH ANsAR / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Ambas-
sador to Pakistan, Emin Cohodarevic, delivered a
solemn address to mark the International Day of
Reflection and Commemoration of the 1995 Gen-
ocide in Srebrenica. Speaking before dignitaries,
officials, and guests, the ambassador paid tribute
to the more than 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and
boys systematically murdered in July 1995, call-
ing the atrocity “the greatest crime committed in
Europe after the Holocaust.”

The commemoration coincides with the 31st anni-
versary of the genocide. Ambassador Emin noted
that ten newly identified victims were buried at the
Potocari Memorial Center near Srebrenica, their
remains pieced together from fragments found in
mass graves and forests. “The perpetrators tried
to hide the crime by moving bodies from grave to
grave. They did not succeed,” he said.

The ambassador reminded attendees that the
genocide was the culmination of years of perse-
cution, ethnic cleansing, and mass killings across
Bosnia and Herzegovina beginning in 1992. He
condemned the international community’s failure
to act decisively, describing the UN’s designation

of Srebrenica as a “safe zone” as

“the biggest stain

on the conscience of the international community.”
“After the Holocaust, the world said: ‘Never
again.” Half a century later, genocides were
committed in Rwanda and Srebrenica,” Emin de-
clared, warning that the phrase has lost much of
its meaning in today’s world. Ambassador Emin
expressed deep gratitude to Pakistan for its sup-
port during Bosnia’s darkest days. He recalled
Pakistan’s humanitarian aid shipments, advocacy
at the United Nations, and the role of the Paki-
stani Battalion in assisting survivors.

“We remember and appreciate the help you provid-
ed in the reconstruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina
after the war, as well as the support you provide
to our country today,” he said. He also thanked
Pakistan for its role in the adoption of the UN
General Assembly resolution in May 2024, which
established July 11 as the International Day of
Remembrance and Commemoration of the Sre-
brenica Genocide. Emin described the resolu-
tion as “a moral, historical, and civilizational
act of the United Nations.”

The ambassador emphasized that the genocide
is firmly documented and adjudicated by inter-
national and domestic courts, rejecting denial ef-
forts. He urged future generations to “speak the
truth, research, write, learn, and remind — not

for revenge, not for hate, but for justice.”

Former emir of Qatar dies at 74

Sheikh Hamad, who stepped down in June 2013 after 18 years as emir,
was the architect of Qatar s stunning ambitions that turned
it into an international crossroads in less than a generation

DUBALI: Qatari former Emir Sheikh Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani has died at the age of
74, the nation’s Amiri Diwan, its top gov-
ernment body, said on Sunday.
“With hearts steadfast in faith in God’s de-
cree and destiny, the Bureau of the Emir
mourns the great loss to the nation of the
late - may God have mercy on him - His
Highness the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani,” read a statement pub-
lished by the emir’s office on social media.
Sheikh Hamad, who stepped down in
June 2013 after 18 years as emir, was
the architect of Qatar’s stunning ambi-
tions that turned it into an internation-
al crossroads in less than a generation.
Sheikh Hamad attended Britain’s mil-
itary academy, Sandhurst, and became
commander of Qatar’s armed forces and
defense minister. He was named crown
prince in the late 1970s and gradually
broadened his duties to include planning
for Qatar’s vast oil and gas reserves.
Sheikh Hamad was responsibe for over-
seeing the rapid transformation of Qatar

into a modern state open to the world.
He pushed Qatar Airways to expand into
a major international carrier, trying to

rival neighboring carrier Emirates. The
country’s international airport in Doha,
Qatar’s capital, which cost at least $15
billion to construct, also bears his name.
Sheikh Hamad was the architect of Qa-
tar’s effort to develop its liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) infrastructure that allowed
it to get its vast gas reserves to global
markets, turning the state into one of the
world’s largest exporters and laying the
foundations for its vast wealth. He estab-
lished media network Al Jazeera, which
gave Qatar an outsized voice in Arab
politics. He also oversaw the successful
bid to host the 2022 soccer World Cup, a
move that firmly put Qatar on the global
stage and accelerated a decade of infra-
structure building that remade the capi-
tal Doha. Sheikh Hamad had wide-ranging
visions for Qatar’s role as a diplomatic
broker. Over the years, its mediation was
brought to bear on the conflict in Sudan’s
western Darfur region, Lebanese factional
feuding and the rift between the Palestini-
ans’ Hamas and Fatah factions. — Agencies

Foreign nationals security
remains key priority

ISLAMABAD: DIG Special Protection Unit
(SPU) Punjab Tayyab Hafeez Cheema Sun-
day said ensuring security of foreign nation-
als, high-risk individuals, and sensitive infra-
structure projects remains the department’s
top priority, adding that SPU has provided
security cover to over 153,000 guests by uti-
lizing advanced technology, Al-based sur-
veillance, trackers, real-time monitoring
systems and dedicated control rooms.

While appearing on a special PTV program,
DIG Special Protection Unit (SPU) Punjab
Tayyab Hafeez Cheema highlighted the de-
partment’s mission and operational frame-
work, stating that SPU was established to
provide dedicated security to foreign nation-
als, high-risk individuals and sensitive infra-
structure projects, including CPEC-related
initiatives, through specialized training,
professional expertise and modern security

solutions. He said SPU personnel receive
specialized training to deal with complex se-
curity challenges, while digitalized systems,
real-time monitoring, tracking technology
and centralized control rooms are being
utilized for continuous security oversight.
Cheema added that round-the-clock moni-
toring and technology-based solutions have
improved coordination, response time and
operational efficiency in protecting foreign
guests and important projects.

DIG Cheema further emphasized the im-
portance of enhancing IT literacy among
law enforcement personnel by organizing
training programs and providing necessary
resources to improve their technical skills.
He said modern policing requires contin-
uous capacity building, digital awareness
and effective use of technology to meet
emerging security challenges. - APP

“We were not even aware that Suman was involved in politics,” his
uncle Jewel Babu told AFP, saying he was a hardworking teenager
who worked night shifts at a kitchen market while studying for school

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s new government won power
promising to end political violence, but six months
after Prime Minister Tarique Rahman took office, the
killings continue.

Rahman, who leads the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), pledged during February’s elections to end the
state-backed violence that marked Sheikh Hasina’s rule
before her ouster in the 2024 revolution.

Rights groups say political rivalries, weak law enforcement
and a culture of impunity are driving continued violence
after the elections brought Bangladesh’s first elected gov-
ernment to power since the uprising.

Prominent rights organization Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK)
recorded at least 66 politically related killings, along with
61 deaths in police custody, 11 extrajudicial killings and
other alleged human rights abuses over the last six months.
It insists the situation is improving and argues that
the increase in reported killings reflects historic cas-
es because surviving relatives only now feel secure
enough to report them to police.

“After the current government assumed office, we are in a
historically improved position on most indicators,” Home
Minister Salahuddin Ahmed told parliament in late June.
In June, 17-year-old Mohammed Suman joined a rally held
by Hasina’s Awami League.

The rally was banned — Hasina is a convicted fugitive hid-
ing in neighboring India and facing a death sentence in ab-
sentia — and Suman vanished.

Three days later, police recovered the teenager’s rot-
ting corpse from the Turag River in Dhaka, along with

the bodies of two others.

“We were not even aware that Suman was involved in
politics,” his uncle Jewel Babu told AFP, saying he was a
hardworking teenager who worked night shifts at a kitchen
market while studying for school.

Suman’s family said they pieced together what hap-
pened from friends, who said police and a mob broke
up a flash Awami League rally, forcing them to flee by
boat across the river.

“We have heard that, after being chased by local BNP lead-
ers, they crossed the river only to encounter police,” said
Supreme Court lawyer Arif Sarkar Pavel, who is represent-
ing seven men arrested during the same incident and held
under anti-terrorism laws.

“Some people also beat them with bamboo sticks af-
ter they jumped into the river,” he added. “Police are
trying to bury the truth.”

Police have denied accusations of brutality and said that
there was “no incident” of killing. AFP could not inde-
pendently verify how Suman died.

Police spokesman AHM Shahadat Hossain said authorities
were investigating all reported incidents of violence.

“In some cases, political party members were killed over
personal feuds or land disputes,” Hossain told AFP. “How-
ever, because the victims were involved in politics, the inci-
dents are labelled as political violence.”

He added that authorities expected tensions to rise ahead
of local polls later this year.

“Past records show that we experience more violence dur-
ing local government elections,” Hossain said. - Agencies

PM grieved over

loss of lives

“We pray for the swift recovery
of the injured and the safety of
all those affected,” the prime
minister further said in his post

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, Sunday, expressed his deep
grief and condolences over the tragic loss of
life and widespread devastation caused by the
severe floods and landslides in Bangladesh.
“Deeply saddened by the tragic loss of life
and widespread devastation caused by the se-
vere floods and landslides in Bangladesh,” the
prime minister posted on X handle. On be-
half of the people of Pakistan, he extended his
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families
and expressed the unwavering solidarity with
the Government and people of Bangladesh.
“We pray for the swift recovery of the injured
and the safety of all those affected,” the prime
minister further said in his post. - APP

US senator and Trump ally
Lindsey Graham dies age 71

WASHINGTON: Prominent US Senator Lindsey Graham, a key ally of
President Donald Trump, died on Saturday aged 71 following a “brief and
sudden illness,” his office said in a statement on his official X account.
“On the evening of Saturday, July 11, US Senator Lindsey Graham passed
away from a brief and sudden illness,” the Republican senator from South
Carolina’s office said, adding that his “family appreciates prayers at this
time and asks for privacy during this incredibly difficult period.” US Pres-
ident Donald Trump offered his condolences for the death of Graham
on Sunday. “Senator Lindsey Graham, one of the greatest people and
Senators I have ever known, is dead! He was always working, and was
a true American Patriot. Lindsey will be greatly missed!!!,” Trump
said in a post on Truth
Social.  Israel’s top
officials also offered
their condolences over
Graham’s death. Israe-
li President Isaac Her-
zog, Defense Minister
Israel Katz, Foreign
Minister Gideon Saar
and former Prime
Minister Naftali Ben-
nett were among a few
who called Graham in
separate X posts a true
friend of Israel and
one of its strongest
supporters. - APP

Afghan morality
police attacks
women attire outlets

HERAT: Businesses in Afghanistan’s western city of Herat have suffered
from a downturn in female customers opting to stay home following a recent
crackdown by morality police on women’s attire, according to shopkeep-
ers, drivers and residents. Dozens of women were detained by the Taliban
government’s morality police in early June on accusations they were violat-
ing official dress codes by not wearing the body-cloaking chador or burga.
A rare protest against the restrictions was violently dispersed with at least
two people killed, according to the United Nations. “Since those incidents
occurred... there were no women in the markets,” 26-year-old Ramin Gha-
foori, a Herat-based businessman who runs a tailoring shop, told AFP. Fe-
male shoppers dominate the customer base of the normally bustling mar-
kets in Herat, Afghanistan’s western commercial hub and one of its largest
cities. “Ninety percent of our sales are to women, women come to buy even
for men,” said Nazeer Ahmad Azimi, who runs a shoe store, noting men
were often too busy to shop, occupied in the job opportunities that have
shrunk for women. He estimated that the recent ramp-up of enforcement in
restrictions on women had halved the turnover in the city’s markets. - APP
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JOINING HANDS FOR A CAUSE

Daily Islamabad POST / DNA News Agency & DUNYO News Agency Sign Historic MOU

HLE. Ambassador Alisher Tukhteew, Ambassador of Usbekisian (L) and Mr. Anser Makmood Bhati,
vl'.'.l'rl'-:,l' Edirar PMJ'.'_'. Falamated POST 5 DNA News .ipﬁllr_'. K] r:u;.'a.un;u MOT docrimpents |m.-rkr'|rg ]
Tandmark media p::l.rr.ll.on!.-l'p between Pokistan amd Ulzhekictan

Daily Islamabad POST/Diplomatic News Agency (DNA} and Uzbekistan's Official News
Agency DUNYO have joined hands in a historic Memorandum of Understanding to

strengthen hilateral media ties and promaote diplomatic journalism between

Pakistan and Uzbekistan,
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