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Terrorists strike in KP

15 cops among
21 martyred in
police lines blast

“The operation will continue until the complete
elimination of Fitna-ul-Khawarij,” the IG was quoted as
saying, adding that the police’s morale remained high

Bureau Rerort

PESHAWAR At least 21 people, including 15 police officiaks,
were martyred on Friday when an explosires-lade n ve icke
detonated near a mosque in Kohat Police Lines, fallowed Iq
terrorists storming the compound and attacking polics fac
ities, acearding to se nior polics and district health officials.
Footage aired on television showed citizens gathersd next
to l1zu||du|g with a co“ap.ed -=1L diggin, nhmgh rubble
and hglpu:g 2 injured. anaci cauzed severs
damage Ehyber Pakhtunkhwa
e ("t:"zumq.r e ld dey sehi
che-bome suicide bomber initially struck the Bui u
gate, kllowing which several attackers heade d
CounterTe rrorism Department (CTT) building, where they
were nettralised Around thee cthers wied to mowe to-
wards the Special Branch building. The attackwas claimed
by the Hafiz Gul Bahadurded ltte hadu =
Mearwthile, the CTD said the Additional IG CTD had
mached the aite of the Kohat mosque binat, wher an op-
eration against the attackers was under way. An exchangs
of fire bﬂ‘tm CTD perscnnel and the termrorists was o
artment sid, adding that the Additonal 1G
E::iemmd site himself to ta part in the operation
and lead the personnel. An initial handcut from 1G Hameed
said the explosion cocurred at a mosgue at Kohat Police
Lincs. Tt added that initlal reports ested an
siveladen vehick was rammed fm n:ﬂuamg, In ﬁ:t“r
statement, be mid that o suiide boraber detonated hirself
near the Special Branch building, adeing that an exchang=
of fire was underway with Fitna al Khawarj terrorsts.

Continued on Page 08

Court
disposes
of PTI
leader plea
Smarr Report
LAHORE: An anttterrorism

court an Friday dis
d g[f']mm ied on

10 India-sponsored
militants killed in KP
operations: ISPR

Ishaq Dar
meets UK,
Turkiye
€nvoys

Mannoor Ansar
ISLAMABAT: British High

Commissioner Jane Mart
ott called on Deputy Prime
Minister{ Fareign  Minister
Semtor Mohammad Tshag
Dar  @MlshagDarsn. Die
cusslors centered oo Paki
stanlJE relations, and the
undemstandings reached due-
ing the DFMFM's recent
visit ta the UK in Augus,
and waps to harther strength

en ooperation acroas amas

of mutual inter=st.

The DPM/FM underscar=d
the importance of sustained
highrlevel sngagement, and
alno discumsed regional and
international developments

u{ r.mnnl| interest
.

DNa Tirkiye, H.E. Irfan Meziro-
PESHAVAR: Security forces kiled 10 ifiteats be- o caotion ey oo
longing to the tna ab-Hhmy , i | Seratar Muh.m.a Tshag
mltiple Eh}‘hec Diar @MIshaqDars
tween Sepsem‘ﬁet 15 m 17, while six aalrhemwm The Amh-:dnr " briebd

the DPMFIE oo progeess
under

ISLAMABATE British High Commissioner Jane Marriott
calls on DPM Ishaq Dar. — DNA

Brotherly connection

Pakistan will go ‘to any
extent’ to defend Saudi

Arabia, vows ISPR DG

Islamabad’s commitment extends to Malkkah and

Madinah's protection,

attack, the Inten Strvices pnh{,c Relations L]S‘P!DIJ
said on Thursday. According to the mili

wing, an intelligence-based operation was oumi.uct
ed im North Waziristan district following reports
about the presence of militants in the area.

During the cperation, security forces effectively en-
gaged the Tmm‘ position, killing six members of
Fitna al-Khmw arij aiwr an infense exchange of fire,
the ISP said. te in Hangu

tutiomal mechanisnes aimed
at advancing cooperation
antoss a range of arces,
following recent high-ley-
2l interactions betwsen
Pakistan and Tirkipe.

Expensive petrol

district, secusity ﬁnmea killed four more militants,
bringing the total number of terrosists eliminated
during the operations to 10. The ISPR said weay

and ammumtion were also recoversd from the mili-
tents killed during the operations. The militants, it
added, had been actively involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities in the area. Meanwhile, an IED ex-
ploded on a security forces convoy on Seplembar 17,

Continued on Page 06

Hafiz Naeem says

JI’s long march
to reach Islamabad
on Sept 23-24

Jamaate-Islami chief says people will begin arriving
in federal from all four directions on Se ptember 20

o
beball of FTT leader Ham
mad Azhar’s mother and
wile, seeking permission for
them to meet the former

FasaL SuemEn

ISLAMABAD: JamaatHslami (JT) chi=f Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman on Friday said that the

"4 ikl spmch Telesgad o St
23 and 24 and a tmin march will leave Karachi
on Sepiember 20. Addressing a press confer
ence in the federal capital, the J1 chicf said that
peupl. eould begin arivieg i Iarmabd fom

i

iioners bo meet
in confined in
- Ioden and &
ff: Siocply g Loty
sel In his order, the nt
noied that, when uhi
prosecution’s counsel hnd
oo response
2628 of the Police Rulu
1084 — rhgpm]mngawm
family and legal access
h;_s'peapclzm pd.w?]cm:oé

THC rules
1o party can
occupy roads

dict an  ptiticn agairet Pr
et Tobimelealonafs (PTD

Iong match to Ielam
abad on Seplember 7. The
-page st s e by

larger bench hearked
by Cie Jute Sardr i
hammad Sarfra Dogar and

leading to or out of the ICT.
']

20, while clar-
l,mgmnhp.ny-wldmhmm
“We ame cu:m:gmrtwlﬂi oot to by hands

on anyone, that the gmm-
ment had been asked to gramt oo for
the protest. "Our o nlrb B -holnh

the lewy.” he said, ‘llrym:ng til‘:_majcr tht‘uL:l
erdiary Pakistanis. Rebnan said that the

Govt to stop anyone
marching on
Islamaba aqvi

Menmae Prezana
ISLAMABATLY: Interior Minister Mohsin
said on Friday that the govern-
ment would stop anyone from marching
towards the federal capital “in every
ible way” and file contempt of court
%mﬁnga against those who violated
a recent Islamabad High Court (IHC)

decision. He was addressing
conferene  in _Islamabad  alongside
othar officials. The intericr minisiers
remarks came in the wake of PTTs call

emment had agreed to demands during irinrnmmmdewmeltmc g in
iaticos but had not imph d them. [sjamabad on 27 to demand
Coatinued on Page 06 Continued on Page 06

PTI MPs reach
Sindh Assembly
on donkey carts

Nazm Srow

EARACHE PTI lowmakers
in Sindh arrived at the pro-
vincial assembly oo donkey
carts — in protest. “The
minist=rs and  [trea:
i ey |
the assembly the same way
on_donkey carts,” PTI's
Sajjad Ali was seen mg
in a video that showed
riding a donkey cart .nd
ho|§‘ieng a pl:’:ni as he
rotested the “petrol bomb
e phay ity
Other MPAs, led by Ali, alsa
held placards and raised slo-
gars against the federal g
ernment oyer the et in
trol prices. They
carts from are
as pear the assembly to its
main gate and demanded
the government withdrms
the increase in petrolsum
on immediately.
on the ocoasion,

Al said that the
was aimed at higl @n’ug
the plight of the common
man due to shyrockting
fitel prices “Petrol has be
come o expensive that we
camnct ewen come ta the
asscmbly in our vehicks,”
he waid, adding that the

ople were bearing the
brunt of the govemment’s
policien. Renewed hostik
ities in the Middle East,

Contineed on Page 06

cr=ase in
rode

DNA

RAWALFINDE Pakistan's ammed fomes
have d to go "to any extent” o de
ferd d?eArahlfumth :h?mnhnryf- chief
lespers s conr
mpfmm o -Km!nec urity wan “uncon-
diticnal®. "Pakistan fully stands with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, both diplomath
cally and " Inter-Services Public
mﬁkm%dﬁmcm&mﬂ Lt Cen
Ahmed Sharil Chaudbry said in an ioter
view with Arab News on Thursday.
His remarls come amid attacks by Yeor
en’s Houthi militih on Saudi cities, = the
ading Middle East war crated new
ats to global cil supplies.
Sandi Arabia's civil delence mid a Yemeni
living in smmm-.bm had b-oeu killed b)'
debds from
western city uE Tad. khe f\wt duthRipdh
has announced in repeated Houthi attacks
since fighting sscalated last week It has
iously said mare than &0 peaple were
Ew::nde?']'bg I5PR chiel mﬁmid that
Pakistan's conmmitment to Saudi Arabia
extends to the protection of Maklmh and
Madinah, saying “we ar present there to

says Lt Gen Chaudhry

protect Haramain Sharifain™
“Thewe shoukd be no deubt on that” he
nud nddmg klut Pakistan will coatinue o

Lt GmCh:udlu—y mlmkmnnghlk Telama
bad's commitment to the kingdom’s secur
ity was "uncenditional®, saying “it stems
from an emotive, dee prooted, historical
and unhreakable hcu:m:lE between the two
states. Disc the pegional situation
and Pakista ts for peace in
Middle East, the military's spokesperson
maid that iamabad was in contact with
regional states to seek "a negotiated and
peace fnl cutcome™ to the conflict.
Pakistan emerged a5 a key mediator in
the H.iddk East can.!lict after the US
and Ismel binched coordinated attacks
agairst Iran on February 28 In resporss
to the strikes, Tehran launched retalin
tory attacks oo US military beses in the
Gulf and cleeed the Strait of Hormue,
whils Hezbollsh began attacking [sracl.
Washis and Tehran ed the In-
lamabad Memorandum ofnlfn&nmdmg
in June afer menths of negotir
g;[;mm:dn]md and facilitated by P.h%z-u.

Continued on Page 06

Trump weighs renewed
major attacks on Iran

DNA

WASHINGTOM: US President Donald
Trump is weighing whether to msume
large-scale military attacks on Irn as he
aches -Im he described 28 a major
zanm ower the next phose of the war,
Axics reported on Thursday. “T have a bﬁ
decision conaing up. Do | want to goin a
anmitilate them [the Iranim wg:mg] arda
1 nat? [t's a big decision. Amything could
bappen with me,” Trump told Axics in an
interview. His comments come al ofa

planned meeting on Toesday with leaders
from Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emir
ates, er Bahrain, Kusait and Oman ca
= £ the United N:

A-emhb- in New York Trurap told Axios
that he intends to use the mesting o hnr
dirzetly from Gulf keaders about

view the conflict and what should wm:
pext. “T want to find out where they are
and how they are doing We have beenvery
protective of them,” he said Accarding to
Axiva, the talks could help shape whether

Continued on Page 06

Prime Minister Ishaq Dar orders probe into
Foreign Office Attestation Fraud

Axzar M Baatnt

ISLAMABATY: Deputy Prime Minister lshoq Diar bhas taken
serions notos of media mp-onl -Jhglng billicns of nipees
worth of fraud in the Ministry of ForeignA fairs” attestation
branch. The reparts sted imegularities in the m
m-punhln bwm “azzm‘ﬂu and document verd| 'F’ﬂ
tions, raising
mm-pm--rhatd:mﬂya&mmmmdh—m-

In respor Prime Minister directed the
Py ol « o g1

financial r=cords, and reconr

_T_;ndmg reforms :?'pmuutfuhuz irregul

larities.
mowe comes afiet w ad media covemge high
ligthted afleged onnnpmniutﬁ: attestation branch, where
licants i and

Lo

charges. The allegations suggested that frandulent prac-
tices hisd baen cageing for years,
billicews of rupees in keaes, The
wwilt action reflects his governmenl
to mmm-hmi and institational reform, Officials within
the Ministry af Foreign Alfairs hare acknowledged the st
ousness of the matier. noting that document attestation is

amourting b
ty Prime Minister's
stated commitme nt

d to
nmungum the amn:dm qmmmhrhm&]mphnk-

educa
e | T

tioo, or b

cabled
pd..miamlsemh;, Hmkm Taw lndFu:lrxe.

the
be led b,‘&cmu, Piatioleltirn Hiaild Yaigoo Shelth a
comvener: The ather members include Sc:mar_r Low
Raja Noeem Akbar and Special Secretary Finance
mar Sarwar Abbasi. The committee has been tasked
with conducting o thorough myiew of the attestation

i d darmages the conm

k cmdﬂn‘l . The inqy inex-
pec!d to mh:mmuindmg withina mpulménuuhm
afterwhich further scticn will be taken against thoss found
reepansible. Political oheerve mm believe the probe will serye
as a litmus test for the government's antkcormption drive.

Continued on Page 06
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CM okays
housing scheme
amendments

“Bringing unreg-
istered housing
schemes within the
legal framework is
the primary objec-
tive of extending
the housing regu-
lations,” the chief
minister said

PESHAWAR  Ehyber Fakchtunkdma
Chief Minister Muhammad Schail AF-
ridi chaired a meeting of the council
of the Land Use and Building Core
trol Authority (LUBCA), approving
m!ﬂl meastires aimed at mgulat
housing schemes, steeamb
building approvals and curbing il
construction activities. The chisf mioe
inter approved o propoeed amend
ment to the Ehyber Pakhtunkbma
Housing Schermes Regulations 2024
and directed autharities to exp-edm
the process of determining the legal
statis and al to
i e
Adfridi codered that o cutoff date be
fixed for registration applications

from all unregistered and ilegal bovs-
ing schernes. He ditected that strict
action be taken under the oy againe:
schemes that fail o submit applications
within the prescribed period oe do not
fulil the required conditicos. “Bringing
istered housing schemes within
:ﬁw Framewark is the primary
objective of extending the housing
regulations,” the chief minister sai
He alse directed the authorities to
develop a centralised system under
LUECA for the approval of bun]dmg
plans for all development aut
Hes, ex the Peshmwar D«ulop—
ment n.nf.'om, (PDA). The chief
minister asked officials to submit a
final plan within twa weeks on cither
integrating the development anthor-
ities or establishing a centralised
-R-:em He =aid an integrated and
tive mechanism was sssential
{ou— lmprwlug khg performance of
and ensur-

imrprinci; roval to the osed
b s pin
and uniform debeis ke
A proposal to exempt residential
bl s covering up to five
B T o I
discusse:d. The chiel minister directed
that the matter be placed before the
Finance Committse.
The council decided to retain the
existing revenus-sharing formula be
n LUBCA and the tebsil munic
ipal adeninistrations (THAs) Under
the current formula, LUBCA meetves
25 percent of the mvenue while
= rerslie B priveit, amoai:
ing to the briefing. The council
alss approved LUBCA's toyined
t for fiscal year 2025-26 and
its budget for 2026-27. The chief
minister directed the formation
of a Finance Committee under the
council, which will make fnal rec-
on matters iyl

transparency. The meeting akso
c‘:s;:lﬂm?': prtpou] ta cr:fne 21
new posts to enhance LUBCA's
cperational capacity.  Officlals
bricfed the mecting om matters
relating to the approval and renew-
al of the enlistment fee atructurs
and the introduction of a unifarm
debris fee. The council gave its

ISLAMABAD: Amb dor-d
the Islamic Republic of Irfan Davudov paid a courtesy visit to Alisher
Tukhtayev, Ambassador of the Republic of Uzbekistan . DNA

te of the Republi

of Azerbaijan to

financial

ﬂng-;dn said preventing illegal con
structon, promoting sustainable

r!l.opmem and nmng:heuu:g
TMAs were simultanccus]
essary. He stressed that e cl:re
enforce ment of rlevant laws and
serious measures wers esseatial to
achieve the desired results.

Textile export
increases
9.99%

ISLAMABAD: Textlk o

Ashrafi
honoured
Wwith Glohal
Peace Award

ISLAMABAD: The Church
of Pakistan has honoured
Chairman of the Paldstan
Ulemna Cotncil and Coordine:

Khichi pledges

federal support for
Balochistan’s uplift

tar of the Natiooal

eAman  Committes,
Muharnmad Tahir Mehmoed
Ashrafi, with the “Global
Peace Award” in recogrition
of bis_servicen for peace,

the Chutch of Pakistan, Bish:
op Azad Marshall preaented

QUETTA: Federal Miniser
for Maticnal Hertage and
Cailture Aurangzeb  Khan
Khichi reaffirmed the federal
gowerm 's  commitment
torextend full suppart to the

roment in e

mm miaxch am Lok Virs and

the Pakistan Mational Courr

cil of the Arts (FNCA) m-pm
mote cultural bemag

by e

pained the mh dNE-{}nnd
civil society in_ supporting
Ewnﬂ:] mmnwl, mmg

o.Fgﬂw

vital to compleme e
dﬁom}k]mf"th

cation to students in ek
b Khichi farther

revealed that the Mini

Mational Heritage and

turs basallocated 80

of its sanctionsd PSP 2026

of 555 per cent dud
the ﬁmpem ment] ?{
the curent Hnancial
(202827) = compare.

the same months of last
year, The textile exports
from the country wer -
corded at U5 $3.379 billicn
du i st (2026
z??l:egm{m the exposnl of
US #3202 billion during
Jub-Angust (2025-25), ac
cording to the data released
by the Pakistan Bumean of
Statistics (PESL The tex tile
commodities that contdbut
ed in trade growth included
cotton yarn, the export of
which incressed by 34.80
peroent to $160.679 million
From 3112, 185 millicn, while
Imitwear export surged by
4T Qﬁﬁem to 1,004 mik

Kundi expresses deep sorrow on
martyrs injured in Kohat blast

Iochinuu Ja{far Khnn
Mandokhel on Friday ex-
pressed deep marrow over
the martyrs and injured in
the explsion at Hohat's
Old Police Lines. In a con
demmatory statement, he
said that the end of the

mentality based on terrar
and horror has become o
evitable, for this parposs,
we hawe to demonstrate
ratioral unity and corser
sus, with joint efforts, we
could crush the evil interr
tions of terrarists and sab-
oteurs.

Governor Mandokhel
prayed for the forgivensss
af the martyrs and the
speedy meavery of the in
jured in the Kobat expls
sion and also expressed
salidarity and

with tbfbmm?:m&:
and the injursd.

Aleem

orders

completion worlk
on M-4 by Dec 15

[SLAMABAD: Federal Mic-
ister for Communications
Abdul Akem Ehan on Fo-
day dircted the Maticnal
Highway Authorigy ('NKA)
to accelerate

Pindi Ehamnn—F:.-Jah&.

the progress of the project
to e the Pindi Blar
e et

M-t from 4 to 6 lanes. Fed

seoject of Baba Farid Bridge
awer the Hiver
s

ture dewbpment Federal
Minister Abdul Alee m Ehan
e it clear that every sin
gk penmy of public excheq-
ver would be accounted for
and that naticnal mscurces
would net be allowed to go
to waste, —DHA

the award to Mr Ashrafi at an Highlevel Consul garh Civileation, beated on | [jon $05865% million, | =ection of M4 Motrway  project be further acccler
iovestituee ceremony in Lr | tathe Session oo Regiooal incial government urder  the Kacchi Plain near the | The other commd‘m. and complete its expansion  ated and instrucked the ar
hors, appreciaig his ong R..hm R.gmmq En- il Minsier Mic Scfras Bolan Pam inthe UNESCO | hat witnesmed growth in | fom e b sk v by Do horine b comare
standing efforts & promote and Bugti for working tirek: Warld Heritage List by next | trade included toels, the | c=mber of the sivbmne work oo M4
e s iyt | Allpete el b, for the welfare of the pe. year “Mehrgarh, chting back | avport of which o by m@hlwag by December 15 uweder all
dialogue sctoss the country, | Pakistan Alleyiatica  of Balechistan while simok 8,000 to 1,000 years, is e | 674 porcent to 3191 135 | on deve prajects in 5
saidn presa mlease. Fund (PPAF) in collahoraticn.  taneously countering terror — of the workds oblest civil | milfico 19063 | the NEA Contral Regicn, the  ister Abdul Alsem Khan sid
Bishop fzad Marshall sid | with Balochistan, s, H@hﬁuﬁ education  sations md deseryes global  coilicn, ,‘,drm,k gar | minisEr eviewed pogrss  that coostruction work oo the
Ashrofl b made. wustsioed | Whichi meid his sministry  initiatives, nister said  pecognition,” he sid. Inents up by 1359 percsnt | Gn variats cogoing motor  Ledbran-Mulian Expee
efbrtsfor the protoctie of | wonkl e 10 3 bling the Pries Miier b e He e tht e e | 1o $57.001 il o | 7 w0 ol bighmy  wa ok prgmecing iy
thgn of pon-Mislion cie bndborNGO-:ndcimno— nounced t in callsboration | 723,048 millien, mde up | Sehemen and jnsued dice  and woul provide significant
bving in Pakistan and | ciety prganizations, of mDm.hSdmh.cm with the provincial sdmi | ariicles (ol towels apd | V8 bor their timely comple  meliel to the peaple of South
br promoting duh:z and dewelopment hodmmrlmr various  districts of Br  istration, plas to mstor | ped wear) increased by .95 | ton, siid o press release, Punjah. He direcied that all
harmeay efforts to uplift the province.  lochistan, Comstruction work  heritage sites across Bar et to $146.032 million | The mesting reviewed pro- ongoing projects in the NHA
of e gt e | Hl attplaskind i The & tidariny o e ool Biskiann o phossiye the Fomn %156.540 million, and | S o meversl Coriral Reghon be catnplebod
Askrails natinsl 3o | foderal gweroment i diee  while the PCL for the e provines’ rich cuural ks | the cxport of cier textle | RS on Materweps sccoring to the prescribed
international mie in advanc | mined to showease the talent  maining four is in the final  acy. *Pakistin materials W,Fcn,}, 2,01 per | National E:;gh_-q- and took  targetn Federal Minister also
ing interfaith harmeny and dm.uq&:’mm stagen. Th:; mTtm::{:- mu;:f du:m lrifu cort to $133.153 milli ins to accel i ﬁllalhm—mm
s oo al institr  aim o a v marked, it £y illi erate construction activities oo oo
e e ng provide quality g $128140 milllon~APP e ol Bﬂ?-[m
Pakistania and all those com- flon of the projects. Read) be expediied He said
wited 1 posce. Boorbying . T vl e Bad itk s Aho ehadaltarice:
T unja opens
i gratinide to the
of Pakistars acd Bishop Azad
Marshall, saying that under
Marshall's leader

ship, the Church of Pakistan

had been playing an impoe
tant mle, in coo petation with

Lahore Auto Show

Jeaders of difersat fsiths and
Mmook of e,

ot o Poimats ey

Prominent brands, including Suzuld, Kia, GAC, Chery, Sazgar, BYD, GTour,
Hyundai and Honda, have set up stalls displaying cars, motorcyeles, electric
and semielectric vehicles and locally manufactured auto parts,

Mislim and noeMudim | LARORE: P bC‘heEanerMaqamNm&animF inagarated the Pakistan Intematioral At Show 2026 at
refigions leadership through d:eExp)C:nl:Fm[abom formally laure mﬁhmmhmqmlm“mmumm compe:
“WP_WH Ehem ;::;Thed:lldmumrhldanmﬁoru m.nugmmmm“ ited wih the bile ity and apeeiaed -

st tant i . =
s o, | 3 : iR i g ok v Credible News.
mum, Pt t ud:nd.ogandmuumsh mnho--m]ihglpmnbm-huhgesmmandmhml -
e e trmctar 1 the i e

E LR s e by ol oy e e e o e Global Reach.

o the Global Peace Amrurd,
Ashrefi ratfired bin comy
moitrnent to continuing =forts
foe peace, diakgue

ol ety e s
of the legitimate rights of all
PakitanamAPD

electric whick sectors. Afier the i hi imspe cted e lectric vehicks and showed
leen intere stin an lsctric ambulance. She nhoamd the It wehicles, hhundgmmmn irapeected Suzukis bioges
model and interacted with freign expe ris at Honda, Suzuld and other stalls. Mary: hated the quality of
“Made in Pakistan® mmnﬂ §1 Chat e Uscnan Al Mk, Chief qurSFd Nabee“ﬁdullnd athers brieied
ber about the exhibition. The s show s beng held in bur balls of the Expo Centre with 150 echibibors, | #Hinermtional
mddsbculahﬂnm mthn,mmhmmuwmmmw , have et up

11.

Trusted by

CDA to auction prime
hotel plots on Sep 26

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Developmeat J\u:hom-‘r (CI'.IJ}) is opening  open spaces and distinguished by its planned urban environment,
an mew chapter in offers a ram combination of natural beauty, tranguilli-
landscaps with the open auction of Gu prime hotel plots an Ssp-  ty, modern infrastructure and the dignity of 1 national capital. For
tember 26, 2026, wisitors arriving from around the country and the world, Islamabad

The auction will be beld at 10:00 am at Jinnah Coovention Centre,
Islamabad, offering investors a rare opportunity to secure strate-
gleally located sites in one of Pakistan's most minent and in-
ternationally recognized cities. At a time when lslamabad is gain-

provides an expedence where diplomacy meets nature, business
mee 5 ke isure, and modernity meets tranquilliy. Aboye all, wisitors
expe rie nce ﬂw warmth and hospitality of the people of P-Inm:u.
The objective is to encourage private-sectar imve stment in hospital-

© © 6 © O

ing increased international visibility through high level diplomacy, ity infrastructure capable of serving international delegations, dip- REAL-TIME CREDIBLE & GLOBAL WIDEST DIVERSE
peace inte rnational business activity and  lomats, business executives, conler= nce pﬂmciprmm tourists, fam- UPDATES DEPENDABLE  PERSPICTVE NETWORK COVERAGE
tourism, CDA is inviting investars to participate in the devel, at  ilies and leisure lers. The is themefore Fat and taby Commitiedia  (In-depth covenge Conomcting  Pubtice, diphamicy
of the capital’s next generation of hotels and bospitality facilities.  much larger than the de'ul.o]:ment af mdmduu] hatel properties. It s b et turecy, faree e m et e, shores econamms, utu
the mirid ety e b w0 berond

The a\lctlou im not mn: ahout Icqumug I:ud. It is an olpportuully
to iove st in Tsl ¥ & merged
am a venue for high |ew] dlp|om= te enga,gemgm and inte rnational
dialogue. The capital hosted negotintions between the United States
and Iran in April 2028 as part of Pakistan's diplomatic efforts to
[acilitate dialogue and peace. Pakdstan subseqguently welcomed the
signing of the lslamahad Memarandum of Undgrltlndms in ]une
2026, Such engagements have Eurtlm— luglﬂugh d

capacity to host senior gal ic mis-
sions, business leaders and major Imerulnoull events. Set against

the magnifice ot Margalla Hills, enriched by extensive greenery and

siness, tourism and

;:bom beIng build the m’ﬁ'lntrnct\u! of a city that is incre asing-
the

CDA is also d to facilitating imestors
regarding electricity-line nhl&mg sewerage upgradation, Lnd clear-
ance and other allied s=rvices. Hotels, msorts, restaurants, conference
centmes and mived-use hospitality projects can help Islamabad welcoms
mone numm. host Iarger interna tional events and strengthen its posi-
thom s a for iinfne ss, toutism a
leisure. CDA iovites investors to come forward and be part of the trans-
formation of Islamabad into an even mor= welcoming, internationally

connected and hosgitality friendly capital.—DNA
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Da

SEPTEMBER

Septf1/Lif
Rev%‘tlulll‘gay

{ Tanz ania
fence day

01/ Uzbekistan
&pem:hm Day

Septd7/ Brazil
de noe Day

A DR Keen
100 Tajikistan
hs:lipenchnce Day

Sept16/ Malaysia
Armed Forces Day

NptlE,FMenco
ational Day

Septl16Papua New
B %u.i:nes
Independence Day

Sept18/Chile
National Day

Sept21/ Malta
nee Day
Sept23/Saudi Arabia
National Day

Turkish Airfines. ... 8494049

Fite Services R..-mef

Telamabad.........1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Res cus Seryices 4451122
Mataray Palice..9256044
Motorway Police.027 060120
Women Police  Stations
Tlamabi....... 8222536

US embassy completes
Steam Builder program

Celebrating innovation across Pakistan's Lincoln corners network

DNa

ISIAMABAD: The TS
Ermbassy in  Palkistan's
cekbrated program par-
tcipants and trainers at
Lincoln Corner Islamabad
to mark the completion
of the “STEAM Builder”
program, a flagship ink
tative that trained mare
than 100 ants in
Al printing, -cod{ng
digital  medeling. ‘l‘hg
cemmony  featired par
ticipants fram six Lincoln
oTners across
nnd.e:-conug the reach
and fmpact of this natior
wide shille-building eifart
mated in American exoel
lence in technology and
innovation.
Delivered in chse collab-
aration with the Pakistani

techoology firm AzCorps,
the STEAM Builder pro-
gram  gave  participants
handeon experience with
cuttingedge tools  and
equipped a mew gener
BoaTel Pukdeni
vators o compete in o
rapidly evolving  digital

econonmy.

In his remarks at the chos
Ing ceremany, Acting Minis
ter Counselor for Public D

Diavid '+ smid,
ST (g
than a training program. Tt
in a statement about Lin
coln Corners serving as
hubs of #chnology, creatiy-
ity, and opportunity whers

Pakistan's rising STEAM
talent gain tocks and skills
dramwi

i growth.
As part of th: mission’s
Fwednm 250 initlathve, the
event lahared the umeiling

of two ner items the partic-
ipants buil: A 3D-primked
Liberty Bell and a int-
ed n':p of the E’md
States, both of which will
find o permanent home at
Lincoln Corner Islamabad
located at United Smu

-
Looking ahead, the Linccln
Carners network, consist-
ing of 15 locations acmes
khe country, will build on
his momentum with an ex-
p-nrki -hbe of S'J'EI\H—Bo—
202? lhth will mlri

Shariah-
compliant
“digital
financing
for small
businesses

Friday approved

T r, o digital athon
nug Sharat-comph-

m financing o toR-S

million musel‘gugi

emmmen. Dowloped |
med Shotunillar by

SECP-fice:

Financial  Seryices, ﬂm
application ~ will ensble
microenteprenetrs o
pnn-.lm: imventory  from

Tl-n through
a nmpkr and faster d{ﬁn]
cess, mid a news o
imm The initiathe aims
to bring underverved bush
neses into the formal cred
it system and help them
expand their operabors.
“Technologyembled  f
mancing can expand access
to formal credit for under
serwd businesses,” SECP
Chairman D Kabir Ahmed
Sidhu said, adding that the
commission would facilitats
ble digital financ

Educational
(USEFP).

FILS-Par
Ir.-tan Bdlateral pe latiore.

Ahsan stresses human capital
to drive future exports

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mimisier for
Planing, Development and Special
Tl Pois fsic el
Friday emphasized the need for Paki

stan to hurman pepources and
design capabilities in chip designing
and other advanced Echnologies to

buill the bundations of a mn&m,
rlented ecano

e susmm Triog
Khan Instieue of E

es and Technology %]IIJ the min-
ister maid that eemiconductor chipe
were at the heart of virtually every
modern device, from mobile pheoes
nn:t].npoap- m "hchn. sophisticated

Ipindi 927 0601-20

“Thia
..ﬂgup.m.qm-mm.mm

ased,”
mgth:thhmh.dhggertbchjnd
in the sector but coul still establish
memqmbymmsmhmm

expressed the that mome
con would o small &wd.e
sign laboratories, while cthers would
find employment with international
o evenl build_bik
lhn:;d;nbyﬁmnm
mminister said the modem walue chain
was ne donger Bmited to acquiring
Imonledge or educatian, but re
the ability 1o transform fno!

viable businessen He cbeerved that
in the past, exports we re hrgely assc-
mmd with physical goods transport:

thmugh containers, whereas the

sources to Pakistan, Bel rring to Paki
stan's sconomic and technological his

the ministe rsaid the country had
heenmgudgr{uadnug star intsrnx
tiarally the 1960 and 197 0s,
but had gradually fallen behind other
mations. He stressed the importance
of rational selfconfidence and said the
way an individual or natlon yewed itsell
coul affect its sense of eelfesem and
s .m, 1o e § forward. The minister

alsa discussed the changing nanre of

it the. modern wardd,
et o
atrength but alen iovoived the abiliy to
shaps how people think and perceive
the orld. He wid char

s

1-»

b de
and collective capak lien ruer

NDMA sets urban
flood resilience
plan by 2027

ISLAMABATY: The National Diseier Maragement Author
ity (NDMA) Friday here comvened a seminar to addresm
recurring urban flooding and ide ntify structural and instin:
tiomal messutes to strengthen the resilience of Pakdstan'’s
cities before June 2027, bd o ¢ government de
partme ntl.érnhpumm .nfu?mm planners, water
ris and keholders at the Matian-

al Emer;ncn Opemation Center (NEOT). The o= minar,
titled *Urbamn Flood Besilience Me asires - Vislon 2027 Be
yond the Rains and Flaods.” examsined the urban fooding
expetenced during 202526, focusing on flood are
“P'w] mble ﬁm—nﬂm d.niumée cnyadqp:?:ypn

and |
P‘a.n.lmp-nn m_amumsmmmu not be tack
led through rainfall management alone and called for a
hrmd:r approach coverng drainage capacity, urban

merely produce indimkdials_mained

The
minister said the Em builling bleck

i oy il
et T B M e

n?:;:d dn!gmng and I{mb[ﬂng
the icipati n'mud 160 rain-

<cmin the program, inchuding appra-

The eninister
mpa_.d:i.masrmea.nam
e that could deve lop citcal thivke

Bt s AT I
calling his sarfer sssciatian with the
wision bebind the GIKL the minister
mid he had witnemed how an ambr

P-hi-miu !qlnﬂ:lﬂw_t?:no
a

ok Hrated i
The discussicns reviewed the condition and capacity of
existing drainage networks, stormwater runctf, miee
Hon and pumping arra m-m:. deterinration of drain
age infrastructure and E need to restore natural draiee
age :m—ndm The plrhup.lnh also iﬂ.em.lﬁ.ed pmozkl

ta mmul development.
Minister for Planning said that in
vestment in advanced technological

2027, incl
dd.m.n

ing while ensuring regulato
1y oversight and consumer

ces to finance

SMEs and cther priority

Ie:bntﬂ.‘een] 2025
and June 2026, licensed

lending NEFCa provided
imately Rs253 billlon

mas\mMomh-mm

IRSA releases
223,900
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
m  Authority
a5
cusece of water from vark
ot rim staticns with an o
How of 185,100 cusscs Ac
cording to the data released
ELJI&L the water lewl in
Biver Indus at Tarbe
la Dam stood at 1540.38
leet, which was 135,38 feet
igher than the dead lewel
af WIZ00 feet Water in
How and cutflor in the dam
were mcorded as 108,000

prove
Iﬁuxed. -m—mnwer ‘mana gement and dmn-; clpw:‘-
and i

skills, entre prenc urship, intellectual
propeity and exports would be i
portant for Palkistan as it sought to
mug&uin position in the & merg
ing know! economy.

of matural
fioa resiliznce measures into utban planning and riniy
opment. The s=minar bronght kogﬂber representatives
of the Gapita Beveopment Kbty (CEK) Vot o
Sanitation (WASA), lep.nm nmh tﬁu—
um - (RDA], Lotom Dml»-pmgm Am]mnq

Heus concept could ulth

imately 45 women, swing that it was nng transformed ruﬂ . He

PIA Cargo.......9280878 | encouraging to see wamen institute hud&uteputmn

Raihway Inquirg... ... 117 | preparing to play a mm%& role  major engines ting institution and was

Raibway Exch m modem human re-
WASA Rawalpindi. 5555489

Holy Family. ......92903227

Shifa Inte rmational 4603566

a—

rﬁﬁoi‘f

Departments
CTH L 822133443
CTM e 820830104

SPI-based
inflation
rises 0.49pc

ISLAMABAD: The Sensitve Price
Indicator d weekly inflaton
increased by 0.49 percent during the
week ended on September 17, 2026,
far the combined corsumption group,
the Pakistan Burean of Snmmn
(PBS) ported hers Friday. Ac

ing to PBS data, the SPI br thg-eek
under meview roee to S66.05 points
from 38426 points recorded in the
i o gt o st
sis, the SPI increased by 10.64 per
cent. The wee. with base pear
2015-16-100, coyers 17 urban centres
and 51 esential items for all expend

iture groups The SPI for the dowest
comsumption {up to Bs 17,73
o e A gt
the SPI for consumption groups of
Fs 17,733-22,888 incre, o Emb,-pn_ol
and Hs 22539—29.517 rnz
5; 014 percent mspectively. O
other hand, the SFI for p-rxf&
28,518-44.175 and abowe Bs 44,175 i
creased by 0.30 percent and u 77 per
cent mepectively, During the week,
out of 51 items, prices of 19 items
(3.25 percent) increased, 08 items
(17.65 femcut) decreased, while 23

itemns (4510 percent) remained ur

changed Un o weekanweek basis,
the itene that withessed an increase
in prices included diesel, which rose
by 728 percent, followed by petrol
6.40 percent, LPG 3.26 percent, garfic
1.84 percent, eggs 172 percent,
gram (LBD percent, pﬂ.l?u: hw:ﬁpﬂn
percent, pulse masoor .49 percent,
e o e
Oﬂﬁpement,muhmn.gﬁpmtm-nd
ﬁmd 0.07 percent. On the other
hand, the prices of baranas decreased
by B.17 percent, followed by tomatoes
586 perment. oolons 4.5 percent,
chicken 2.3 percent, pomderad mill
0.40 percent, wheat flour 0.28 per-
@t fdce IRRIS/9 (116 perment and
sugar 014 percent. On a pear-coyear
1..... major increases were oboerved

en of caions (117.77 per
ey o he Lﬁu.az percent), diesel

(54.21 trol (4800 per

cent), .Emm, g ( (33.54 gr
nt) and wheat 1.

Tt e

prices
of potatoes (35.31%), sugar (20.85%),
ogg- (10.31%), chicken Eln.zﬂ%g
st powder mse!&) pulse gram

(12.42K), pulss mascar (11.264)
and pules moong (B.45K).

24m Pakistanis benefit from PM

fuel relief package: Tariq

o thnn& institutiomnal nlpnml‘bﬂnfﬂ and ameas mequir
ing coordinated action. In his closing rematks, Chairman

Lt Gen Inam Haider Malik, HI (M), called for a
proactive and coordinated approach to urban flood mar-
agement, with greater eoophasis on preparedne ss, resilient
infrastructure, institutional ownership and timely |
mentation of identified measaren He strecaed the nee

o a practive re to rainfall and flooding to-

-n:d-bqu-mumd Long-ngr.:npnl.:nmng to make I":km:ml*-“Is s
urban centres more resifient. The semimar concluded
with an emphasis an coardinated followup and practical
inte rventicas under the Vision 2027 framework to reduce
recurrent urban flood rsks,_APP

ctisecs and 135,000 cusecs

ek Tl waker
level in the Jhelum River at
H ngia Dam was 1218.90

which was 168,80
iet higher than its dead
kevel of LUSD ket The in
fow and outflow of water
were recarded as 20,200
ctsecs and 22,000 cusecs,
mnpectively. The release
of waer at Kalabagh, Ta

atotl of 10400 cusscs of
water was rzleased at Now-
shera, and 18,300 cusecs
were mkased from River
Chenab at Marala —APP

DIG orders action against
vehicle theft, robbery gangs

ISLAMABAD: Dewa:qurl:emlfﬂ]ﬁ)hlumbad AliWaseem dirscted the Crime

Agier

SR

the federal capi

active
ital, A

angs

imvobved in car and motor-
i told media oo Friday that

I:\LS*I:IG issued the directions dnd:g-drini:mth: m'h:w he inepected the pecord room,

p and ather d reviewed t

it Al alo with CIA Tercharge ISP Sulepman
mﬁ The

Duaring the
Shah, the m—:h:.rp aith A:m-?ehde I.ah:mgUnn

mdmn:gumn afficers,
d offe!

DIG Alki diceced officers to sosupe the arrest of procl
previous records and make operations against i

elkisnts moes olfoctvec ADD

Beverage industry
may dr.(i;ve broader

ISLAMABAD: Fede ral Minisie r for Pardiamentary Affairs,
Dr. Tariq Fazal Chandhry on Friday said armund 24 million
Pakistanis were benefiting from the Prime Minister's pet-
ral relief package, under which eligible cansumens were
being -prmd.qiﬁxl at Bs 100 per fitee lowe r than the pre-
udmgpme Addre -pm-cmbmdummr

t ard Ivelibocd had approached the eams. He sakd
their fedback and comphints were being comeped directy
to the Eams supervising the He mid the Finance
Ministry and mﬁ— artments were working an
imple mentation of the package under the Prime M.mmgr’-
dmct-npurvmm,-h‘h:commm-\-m

dﬂxulnudmmnung]wmgmn.pm’tmhdnhmumg

motorcycles, rickshaws, Ginggi vehices, loadens and cars of

up to Bilce. He said eligible consumers mn]dmnldumhn—

dy, with the relief amounting to Rs 100 per litre. Tark

mdthgmgmnun process had heen kept sinple tramne-

m eligible citiers to apply though their me-
phanes.

T suoe registmtion, spplicants rsosive
atoken or pelrence nnmber-brh can be used at r.kugmoed
petrol stations ta obtain the subsidised fael. He said the

service brmg-n—atmh-dnlnbuumn&iwemh?nm:
Minister's direc associated

economic I'QCOUGT'y

ISLAMABAD: Beverage mdnluy has the potential to ader ecanomic recovery
in the country, Dr. Faisal Hashmi, Setior Director The foyis Camnpary and Chairman
of the Beverages Adviscry Fotndation said in. bis address ot the Leaders in lslamabad
Business Summit 2026, held an Pridy. The event brought together top corporate leaders,
, and economic experts to deliberate on strategies for sustainable e conemic
mn:mllndnnmlgmth. Dr. Hashmi moted, " We have seen a few m fizbs from the

ancd we ars thankful for these great efforts, We have boen warking with ather

li

ld:qy banlﬁemdmmnnl m
testies had emerged in the of the scheme,
pnnzuhr)y e rhe ot moechanism for petml
station owners, but been resched afler mestings

it the All Pakiuan Pevrleun Doslers Associatin, Giving
details of payments, the minister sai data collected fom b
Ik and enourieg aresshowed that 865 peio s

tioos provided their details, while payments amounting
to Bs 122 million had been made to petmol stations
Hemdd:egmmmm.dm-mnomrgn-peuﬁc segie ks

s interded to snsure that the subsidy reached

who
nmkﬂummnﬂtnhmprwﬂngahh:ht muﬂ

Islamabad “tiom, m_mu—mgthc d:nqgumm-lh- i
-l S e Ty P
Metropol Ft nl?@pimamhuhry:lgrz-ﬂ::;nl:p«m!:d
itk - — b ansd Tsbamaby
Lompenph facing dil s in megistration or meceiving
Patohar Town. ... 8205224 | \j, pofief, He sa parliamentarians and political teams were
Fowal Town. oo 773343 | aamiting citizens campe, at several
moh hacl ol boen established at diflerent bocati
Water Tank he capiral Chaudihry so he hod pereccall visited several

Tslanmhad.... .DGZ-57444 60

I::dnm in the capital, wher= a numbe raf
tm&u:nm’- pmp;mwudmblh;;ﬂ:

industries to mupport the stabilization of the ec " Emph-mr.g the private sctor's
scale of long term comemitment, be added that * the alone has imested
around $D;Eﬂ|.|on aver tecent years” Elaborating further on kh.e e ctor's potential, D,
Hashmi later noted that the vast, untapped growth capacity of Pakistan’s beverage indus-
try as a ke contributar to the broader economic recovery.

He streesed that provided a level pliying field and an equitable, businsssfriendly tax

e e anteblibad, the m cive con apeee i scomseels atgeiat iy brough

i 4 a1l

transparent tax nee l‘lls‘lj‘nll.l? o lklndlrdq,:n by el -h;ed“:f
parent rggnhma—y l-nd:mpe global mmr-mll view P:h-muhngh—d::-% market far

“[f the stibsidy is provided
of society that may pot need it would also benefit,”

that motorcpele rickshas and mllwhn:hn
‘df:lgm* les for their livelit Tnldm

ign Direct Irme stment (FOT). Streng the
ened FDI and sustainable th in the ‘bmraae soctor will, in tum, enable industry
leaders to umn m:nm;m into local communities through secial impact: initiatives,

manhgmmuﬁdxh:gael_rmq’:w--hotla_kPg

1 feld

programs, and routh development, ensuring e conomic growth
translates into lasting community pmgres,” he added.

din dtheooe ol the delence
services, fuel alkcations for gowrnment vehicles had been
reduced by 50 percent. He said restrictions had alss besn
impased o new pirchasss of gore mment w hicles~DNA

D:. thrm -drocmd for a balanced Fiscal I;ohq that i mumu- cemplunt. farmal mar-
il bringing the large informa il and the tax
net. Dacume: and rators, be nated, -wld mat widen the
national tax wmd =l cmumgruﬁ:l brough standardized Q‘O:J?q controds,
but also send a strong, posithve signal to ghobal mnrltln.lnd imvestorn—APP
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Twin CiTIES

[lamahal POST

Saturday, September 19, 2026

Federal

ISLAMABAD: Deputy I

visited the Counter Ter
rorism D partment (CTD)
Headquarters and Crime
Imungmou Agency
(CIA),  ceviewing their

secy directs faster

completion of autism centre

The federal secretary reiterated that timely completion and operationalisation of
the centre remained a priority and directed all relevant authorities to complete the
necessary arrangements within the stipulated timelines

ISLAMABAD; Secretary for Federal Edu-
cation and Professional Training Nadeem
Mahbub on Fridy reviewed progress on the
under Gentre of Excelke

matters and ongoing op
erations -gunn wriminal
clements in the federal

capi
An official told APF on Fri
day that during the visit to
CTD Headquarters, SSP
CTD Sand gave the
DG Ali a detailed brie fi
on the department’s warl
ing, professional matters
and various operational
measures  All  directed
CTD affice rs to further inr
prove operations through
an effective mwg .md
perform their
al  responsibilities -nh
dedication and efficien
During hisvisit to the Cﬁ
the DIG Ali inspected the
record room, lockup and
other sections. He also
held an introductory mest
]l';g with CIA Inrdur'fa
P Suleman 51!!11-
ircharge of the AntiVe
hicle Lifting it (AVLIT)
and fmvestigation officers.
The meeting reviewed
the CI&'s oversll perfor
mance, investigation work
and angaing  operations
against ciminal =lements.
The DIG Ali directed of
ficers to launch effective
and result-criented action
against active gangs fn
veked in car and motor
cycle theft and street Tob-
beries.
He alse ordered the
tion of lists of pro-
Gaifued  offenders with
vicus criminal meords
and dimcted officers o
ensure their areest. AR
called for strong action
| inst those imolved in
e buying and sefling of
mku cars, matercyeles
and their parts. He direct
ed all afficers to perform
their dun.cl with dedica
sty and mapon
nbuht-_: ud enstre tmely
and sffective police servie
r citizens.
The DIG Al warned that
officers found iovolved in
negligence, camelessness
or corruption would face
rtmental action as
HT'I- ke gal procecdings

in accordance with law.

Zamurd
lauds Alkh-
idmat Hos-

pital’s af-

fordable
healthcare

services

RAWALPINDL  Pakistan
Sweet Home  Chairman

Zamurd  Khan
Alkhidmat Razi Bo.gm]
Rawalpindi and praised
Fauindation
providing
quality healthcars servic
c8 to deserving pecple at

Al Parties Hump:Conhp
znce Jammu and Kashmic
Executive Member Alaf
Abroed Bhat, said a ;pmn
melease  here. Alkhi

Raszi ital Hanagem:m
Chairman Engineer
Aty Unmair Zahid Viee
Chairman Syed Arshad Fa
rooq and other board mem-
bers weloomed the guests.
Zahid brizfed them on the
hospitafs  welfare-basnd
healthcare model. He sid
thousands of p.m:m -m

being  proyided
medical Ia:xlm.n at lughlr
subsidised rates, whilke de
serving  patients meceived
free treatme nt with the =
part of philanthropists.
—nhbe hespital's services
being provided with the
nk aim of nmu:g hurmrity
AIH:A.Im@ .ﬂl.k mhm:;
Bhat uppw:! ;w hapr
tal's commitment to serving
discrimin:
tion, He said the bospital had
remained true to s vision
of emsuring that oo person
wan denled medical treat
ment due to a_lick of fnan
cial meources, Zamuard Khan

matisfaction over
rhgmqnhq of bcilites beu:g
o nts and ap-
mmm mﬂ:h- e
off the heepital rmanagement.
He paid tribute to the ad
ministration for its selfless
service to humanity and as
sursd it of his full suppeat
in advancing the hospital's
welfare mission. At the end
of the visit, commemorative

shields were %;mml ta |

the guests.—Al

for Autsm Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in
Islamabad and directed concerned author
ities to acoelerate memee implemerr

tation !:mkn:rh mdemm the I:a‘n'q is

lines his visit to th: comsiruction
and mnovation site, the Ederal scretary
received a detailed briefing an the project’s
physical progress, implementation sched-
ule, outstanding works, human res ource
planning and overall operational prepar
edness He reviewed ongoing construction
and renovation activitles and dircted all
concerned teamns and stakeholders to ex-
pedme implementation while mmhl.mng
strict standards of qu
e Ton s

for close coordination among relevant au-
tharitiss to identify and reschve s merging
bottlenecks, stressing effective communi-
cation and stranger interagency collaborar
tion to keep the project on scheduke. The

Centre of Excellence for Autism Spectrum  federal initiative under the directions of the
Disarder in being established as o fagship

Prime Minister to strengthen special and

inclusive educaticn through an integrated,
multidisciplinary system. The centre will
provide specialised asscmment and educr
toml services, speech, cccupational and
behavioural H::mplﬂ, mbahsnuom. i
skills development, reemarch and prokes

capm:rmahddmghmdr ppedtunities, pm'::lt

vocat

training and cther mﬂudax“ﬁmq -uvme-

vonmerts, with specialised classrooms, ther
=Py

counsellig avens, lil sills development
spaces and mecure therapeutic outdoor ans as.
The hnkucmunmdnpwnd—
ing a and suppartive emvironment. for

children with anhnn and their I:m‘hn while

framewodk and ex, pmdn.g mccews to special
ied support servcesThe kdeml secretary
mnnd that nmg!; uq;lenon:nd operT
and dircted n]] mhnn authoritie ::;::—

necessary armangements within
the stipulated time ines —THNA

Turkish varsities’
delegation visit NUST to
foster academic ties

The session provided an opportunity to exchange perspectives on
strengthening academic and research linkages, advancing faculty
and student mobility, and pursuing joint initiatives. The discussions

also explored areas for building deepe

r and more enduring institu-

tional partnerships between NUST and leading Turkish universities

ISLAMABAD : Natioral Unive ity of
Sciences mnd Techaology
a

i

further strengthening insticution
al linkages between Pakistan and
Tiirkciye and ach i i

leatured a guided tour of H-12 canr
i, with tho delegetion visltiag the
Pt Seicie & Tecbeniogy Pare

delegation from Tirkye. The del
egms:dmcludnd mhmum
and Rectors of leading Turkish. uni-
vemsitles and senior officials of the
Council of Higher Education of Tir
kiye (CoHE). HLE Itfan Nesiraglt,
Turkdsh Ambasador to Pakistan,
was ibo prsent at the cccasion,

ful partnerships_acros:
mutal interest. The session pro-
vided an_cpportunity to exchange
permspectives on stre
ademic and research linkages, ad-
wancing Faculty and student mobil-
‘Eﬂ:g“d pursuing jo
discussions al

‘meaning-
as of ., Schoal of Inte rdisciy
nglnnemg & Sciences (5
Center for Eme Technalogien
(CEMTECH), u:? o -n-hsldugk
crts complex. The visit reflecis
strong bond between NUST
and Turkish higher education inste
tutions, It also provided a valuable

ening ac-

int initiatives.
explored ar-

Al comes to help
smallholder farmers

ISLAMABAT: An Artficial Intelligence (Al) platform in
the United States, Agm.nuc has announced the intmduc-
tion of its Disease Intelligence Engine (DIE} for South Asia
to help smallbolder farmern better understand the dsk of
diseass in crops. The aim of this South Asia initiative is
to pit useful disease-related information directly into the
hards of farme ru whe generally have limited accems to mod-
ern agricultural services -nctur]r qnzm- saida
iremm pelezmse, The THunse Il getos Eo e alas hege
agricultuml experts, agricultaral mnjlem and industry or
ganizations to make more informed decisions. In the fist
jphase, the focus ison I:-mfj ng advanced crop disase ech
St ilcis the ik of st fas tmare, Agetioaic
is warking with 2 team based in the mgion to develop and
bring a mobile application to the market. The application
is being developed according to the crops, disease risks,
requirsmetits of the regian.
et farmen are an important part of regional
S By et Bt of el oF
their families, their communities and larger supply chains,
but when facing dissase, they have fewer technical, finan
cial and adyisory resources mvailsble to them compared
with larger farms, saps a press release “Historically, the
farmers who could benefit the most from dmely informa
tion abot disase have been the cneswith the beast acossa

said 2 press release on Fi Web  eas for building desper and mor= h:ﬁ'xrm ﬁor centinued dialogus .nd o this information,” sid Scott Platn, Director, Agrnamy
:nmmgw:bg :ﬁ.mmﬁu enduri munm];u] partner- {h: af and Te:hmhgp “Ohur aim is to change this sit-
ST Dr Mubammad Zahid  ships between N'UST and tgldlng long-term partnerships between the uaticn by making this technolgy gmcnclL affordable and

d the i of  Turkish The visit two countries. —A PP el b -mallhnldgr farmers.” The cther purpose of

L ify potential disease

Naqyi said such actions | risks e:ﬂnr_ priritize H::l'peckm andl make more -

Naqvi condemns
Kohat blast

by the deaths caused

by khawarij cannot weak
en the nation's deter
mination. He mid these
attacks would not aflect
the collective resclye of
the people and that the
country remains commit
ted to confronting such

and  expressed  hope i
threats. The minister re

ToNa
ISLAMABAD:  Federal

Intericr  Minister Mo
hsin Magyi on Friday
strangly condemned the
explosion near the Old
Palice Line in Kohat and
expressed grief over the
loss of precious human

by the blast and ex-
tended his condolenc
em and sympathy to the
families ’?@Pﬁn who
lost their lives. He
the government stands
with the hm:]xu of the
victims during this dif
ficult time and shams
their grie [ Mohsin Nag-

that they would mgain
their health soon. The
interior minister maid
the naton stands united
with the affected fanr
ilies and will continue
to support them in this
houe of sartow. He paid
tribute to the wictims
and conyeyed his heart

iterated his condolences
to the hereaved families
and prayed for patience
and strength for them to
ear their loss. He also
prayed for the specdy
recovery of all thoss im
jured in the blast. The
explosion cccurred near

lives in the incident.
The minister said he
was deeply saddensd

vi alss praped for the
carly recovery of those
injured in the sxplosion

the O0d Folice Line in
Eohat, ruulung in lows
of lives and injudes

felt sympathies to their
telatives.  Commenting
on the incident, Mohsin

CDNS to
mobilize Rs
60b thru
Islamic bonds

ISLAMABAL: The Central Directorate of National 5,
ings (CDNS) has st a target of Ref0 billion far mobill
zation through Tslamic finance bonds during fiscal pear
2026—2" an it moves to further expand Shariabcompli
imvestment products in the country. The target has
been set after the CONS mobilized Rs61 billion gh
Islamic imvestment products in the first 11 months of
FY2025-26, against the annual target of RsSG6 bluwu.

flected increasing demand for interest-free investment
_ﬁtmm amneng individual and ivetituticnal imestors,
official said the CONS had given greater attention

to lslamic finance during the current fiscal year, with
the response from investors encouraging the mstitution
to further expand its Sharlabcompliant offerings. Te
lamic honds and Shariatreompliant svings certificates
have e merged as important components nf the CDNS's
Islamic investment portfolio, providing imestors with
avenues cansistent with Islamic principles and helping
channel domestic savings into econone activity.
CDNS mobilized Re2d billion through Islami
ments during FY2024-25, while nearly RaT5 hillion
raised through lslamic bonds in FY2023-24. Officials
said the institution -n also pursuing r=forms aimed at
Tslamic products, inchid:

ing digital transformation, enhanced customer services
and the intmduction of new savings instruments. The
measires ars aimed at making investment in Shark
abrcompliant products more comvenient while encaurag:
ing wider participation in Islamic savings schemes. The
CDNS expects continued expansion of Islamic finance
to support the development of Pakdstan's Islamic scom
omy and ibute to bmud:r financial inclusion and

A senior CONS official said the higher mohili

L
sustainable sconemic growth—APP

FGEHA meeting reviews housing
projects, recent successful auction

The 52nd meeting of the Excutive Board
of the Federal Gowe mment s Housing Authedd)
(FGEHA) was held mhgu%ﬂ:}"m{m ot

The mesting was chaired
and Works, Mian Ria:

%Wmh C- ) &td)l{n—

Mubammad Zuhr Ighal, -nd nd:gr members of the
atiended the mesting: The mnng underteok

the Fuhnl

o

2 detailed review of FGEHA's argoing ko e,
recent: developrments, the T e ey
sucosmaful auction, and its future courss of action. The

Federal Minister for Housing and Works expressed satis
faction over the successful auction conducied by FGEHA
and appreciated the Authority’s continued sfforts, stating
that its sustained hard workwas produsing positive results,
He said that, in line with the wisicn of the Prime Minister of
Paldistan, the concerted efiorts of the Ministry of Housing
and Works and FGEHA were commendable and had result
ed in a strong expressicn of confidence by iovestors in the
Authority. Federal Minister congratulated the Secrtary
Housing and Works and the Director General FGEHA on
this i unpomm achievement and said that the Ministry and

HA, through mutual cooperation and coordinated ef

fats, we e making significant progress in the housing sse

tor. Federal Minister noted that FGEHA' various proje cis

wem progressing at an accele rabed pace, including Sector

E14/F-15, the joint wenture <t Margalla Orchard in
i DI and ot

collaboration r housirg projects. He
directed that all posibl measures be taken to ensure
their & fective :n:ﬁm]; progress. The services and cor
tributions of Dr. Syed Tangir Hussain Shah, Advisor to the

Prime Minister of Pakistan, and Mr. Ahsan Khan Chezrma,
Federal Minister for Establishment, were alsa specially ac-
Ienowledged, Their rele in the preparation of the Matinal
Housing Policy and in facilitating important matters and
dnhn related to the Ministry n-.ng and Warks wus
appreciated. Their contributions wers described as signif
icant in advancing policy formubrtion and future inftiates
in the housing sectar. Federal Minister stated rhn FGE

HA's
reflecting the evafidnon of fmprators in the At
tlmmr.lg: ob-md t the participation and confidence

of investors demonstrated that FGEHA was making pro-
goess in advancing its projects and creating new opportunk
ties for imvestment in the housing sector. Federal Miniser
further emphasized that the process of providing plots to
existing alloctees of FEEHA would be expedited. —A PP

formed decisions mlga u.IEm' ction. “We are not
taking a product bui Br.rlurge-c agncnlnm and siply
pln.cmg it d.mectg into a new market* Plato said. “We are
people in the region to shape this expe

Hence mmn] nmund the needs of kocal farmem, crops
and rural c.ummnmun Agirirsic expects the mobile ap
licatian to suppart locally important crops and diseases
iy ik gy e A e
alerts, Eeld-lnel information and practical decisionmale
ing support for farmers. The company is akso comd:nng
{cr llahoration with agricultural retailes,

udg s othest that
ingl e rvice prov o Hieiy i mum-
development, ad.upuum to bocal needs, fisld testing, en
gagement with farmers and comene reial faunch, Agtrinsic
believes that this local partne rship approach will be very
important to ensurs that the technalogy proves relevant,
relisble and usable in everydty farming decisions.—~APD

uct

Better Public
SEMVICES,
road
management
ordered

ISLAMABAD: L o
tor Ceneral of alamabad
tal  Territ il
Fobe Moo S

Chaudhry visited the Trab
fie Police Headquarte s and
directed officers to further
improve driving licence

cilities, traffi ment
-nd athcr - cJD—

an Fnd:,- thn Clud Tnﬂ:k
tficer (CT0) Kainat Azhar
Ehan briekd the IGP Schail
an the ewrall performance
of Islamabad TnE.Ec Po
lice: its cperational
i v g o
kot sectons.  The 1GP
Sohail dimcied traffic po-
fice to further improye the
provision of driving licene-
es and other tralficrelated
facifitien and strengthen
citize icing, He
said mm of trab
fic laws should go hand in
hand with continued pub-
lic awarencm, adding that
smeooth traffic Dow, public
cammenlence and road saf-
ty remained among the top
priodties  Schail directed
traffic officers and person
nel to maintain profession
al conduct and discipline
while perbrming their de
ties and continue measures
to make Ishmabad’s traffic
system more ofganised and
ehiective. He md pmtec
tion of citipens” lnﬂ and
enborcement o
Eatie s a0 proviion
of betier public facilities
remained key priorities of
Islhmabad Police.—A PP

Alibaba,
Pakistan
Post agree
to automate
sorting centres

ISLAMAEAD: Paldstan
Fost  Office Dlepartment
(FPOD) and Alibaba Group
have agmed to mtomate
el morting at Pakistan
E‘:r:t as part of a govers
ment backed drive to mod
erniss postal operations,
improve technology based
services  and  upgrade
postal infrastructure, with
the Ministry of Informe
tion Technalogy and Tek
scommunication  leading
the collaboration under
the prime minister’s df
motives. Acconding to an
alfid: ocument  availe
ble with Wealth Pakistan,
FPOD and Alibaba Group
have agreed on the auwte
mation of FPOD sorting
centres. The initiative is
part of o broader drive
Pakistan Fost to moderniss
its operations
technologrbased e ryices,
Pakistan t & also i
e the prime mit
i
ini . with the Ministry
of Finance serying as the

lead ministry—APP
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The five keys of global
shipping in the
21st century

Luke Correy

B ACK in 1904, when Adm. Sir John “Jacky™ Fisher became Britain's First
Sea set abauit modernizing the Boyal Navy. He looked actoes
Britin's glbal empire. understood that he had finite rescures and a mit=d
mumber of nJuP-. and had to think creatively and strategically about how to
organize the force. His assessment could be summed up in a few memarable
sentences. Five keys lock up the warld. Singapare, the Cape, Alexandrls, GF
braltar, Dover. These five keys belong to England.” e e poriedly said. Fisher
believed that contml ﬂ\g’l: crn:‘;] mE:I;dm chobpm -’_ cent
Britnin's ability to exercise global eea power. Mare than 120 years later, the
British Empire no longer ex sts and none of teday’s keys “belong to England.”

Irstead, today's deeply inte reonnected global economy relies on the shared
e o i spses e desrived 10 ot o the ghobal coramiana Witkin
thin system, [ive new keys stand out for their ability to lock up the world in
the 1st century: the Strait of Malacca, the Strait of Gibraltar, the Susz-Bab
AlMandab corridor, the Strait of Hormuz and the Turkish Straits. Some fea-
tured, either directly or indimetly, on Fisher's original list. Others are new
additiare, reflecting changes in global commerce and technology. But thers
can be little doubt that o majar d-mpnon at any ane of them can have ramifi
caticons far beyond the mgion in which it is located.

A major disruptian at any ons of theos keyn can have ramifications far bepand
the region inwhich it & located The scake of commerce passing th:mgh thess
five waterways is remarkable. One recent study sstimated that the Strait of
Malscca accounts for about 20 percent of global martime trade by value, while
the Strait of Bibraltar and the Sues-Bab AHMandab corridor each acconnt for
about 15 percent. The Strait of Hormus is important for a differ=ot reason. Lis
significance comes less from containerized trade than from khg extracrdinary
concentration of oil and gas, upon -l:n:h global marksts de
The Turkish Straits remain vital sswel. Russia's iovasion of annglmndemmr
strated their military and strategic importance, but their zconomic = ance
should not be cw:l?olrd. T;:;gpm’:::g the Black Sea’s only mmkm:;‘::&mnec-
ton to the Meditzrranean and global markets. il and othe r commodities from
the Eurasian heartland pass ﬂm:mgh them s do gnmmdugnwlmul products
shipped from Russian and Ukrainian ports to conanme s anotind the world.
Thero am fotabie difarene s botwert the world Fishe r confromted in 1904 and
the one s face today. Fisher's keys we re geographically dis d,
.mmnidfgm the Cape ofdatod Hops :"a.e ot e muphm'? otk
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Dicver Strait in the Eaglish Channel. Todday's fivs keye, by contrast, form a =
wmarkable band across the Marthern Hemisphe e covring less than 40 degrees
of latitude. Three of the fiwe are concentrated in the broader Middle East, serv-
ing = ancther reminder of the re, remains begica. tant
i o g, S i g W A St
Malacea — form the bockends of this band of maritime commerce.
Tywo major shipping routes are deliberately excluded from this fist: Russia's
Morthem Sea Route and the Panama Camal Moscow has long promated the
Northern Sea Route, which follows Fussia’s Arctic coastline, a8 an emerging
connection between Asian and Eumpean markets. Desplte years of ambitious
claims, howerver, numbers remain remarkably modest. Traosit between
European and Asian markets remains a tiny fraction of the volumes moving
dm:.ua: entablished rotion mich o Stes. Alongside theee Five maritime keys, a
Iohal ‘bypass’ is emerging across the Evrasian landmass: the Middle Corndor
Temed the US, the Famama Canal's strategic and econatmic impartance is
unparalleled. About 70 percent of cargo transiting the canal by tonnage either
onJ;;lbn T cr i et Bt the sr%mngfmm does :‘; st
impact on ghbal sh as the five ide ntified her.
n’l::g- d?m E‘?g:annm‘gp‘h:: a glohal bg;m is emerging across the
Eurasian landmass: the Middle Corridor. This route connects Asian markets
with Europe through Central Asia, across the Caspian Sea and through the
South Caucasus, while bypassing both Russian and Iranian territory. Billions
af dollars are being fvested in cxpanding raihways, ports and cthe r transport
infrastructure along the route. Tt will never fully replace maritime shipping.
The sconcmics and sheer carrying capacity of contaitier ships make that unre
alistic. But far certain goods, particularly highervalue or time-sensitive
ucts, the M rridor can provide a workable alternative while he
%onrnrmml and businesses diversify their supply chains.
bere is ancther major difference between Fisher's world and ours the means
by which 2 key can be locked. In Fisher's time, warships ruled the waves Naval
ot was used o securs madtme mubss, deny them to an adversary or o
pen them dudng war. Today, an actor doss not necessarily need to even have a
uay at all to threaten internaticnal shipping. Like with Iran, drones and other
unmanned systems, alrraft and increas sophisticated missilen
gt e A by b L R ey g s
bilities ar= in the hands of norstate actors like the Houthis.
Tl e . ikl oot of e Bimeinane, St furt
the threat of missiles or drones can poduce economic effects far bepond
the military resources requined to launch them. A strait does not nece ssarily
have to be physically clased to become comme reially nnusable. If the theeat
to shipping becomes sufficiently severs, insurance premiumes can soar and
underwriters deny cove Times bave changed. The chokepoints have
ch.mged The reascns Bon%mr impertance have changed toc. But one thing
b the geopalitical comequences when the lanes of global trade are
d]mpbed. Fisbet's five keyn mqﬂ::wed the strategic realities of the British
Empire at the beginning of the 20th century, Tocy's five heys reflect the re
alities of an inte reonnected global & conomy in the 21t century. Likeminded
partners and allies must work together to preserve freedom of navigation
and ensnte that the five new keys of shipping remakn open.

Iran’s President Heads to New York
as the Costs of Trump’s War Mount

Qamar Bashir

The military picture adds
another layer. Photographs
supplied to CBS News by
active service members
revealed damaged aircraft,
buildings, vehicles, and
equipment at American
positions in Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia. They give
visible form to losses
otherwise expressed
through official statements
and aggregate figures. Such
images raise questions
about force protection,
preparedness, and the
resources required to
sustain operations. They
also demonstrate that
technological superiority
has not insulated...

soud Pezeshldan and Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi to attend the United Nations
General Assembly comes at an uncomfortable
moment for President Donald Trump. More than
200 days into the war, Iran remains an adversary
must confront diplomatically as well as
militarily. Meanwhile, Americans face higher fuel
prices, mounting military expenditure, and grove
ing doubts about the administration’s strategy. The
Iranian delegation’s arrival in New York will place
those contradictions on an international st
The political contrast is striking. Agavem.ment sl
jected to American military pressure will send its
president and foreign minister to speak before the
world from American soil. Their presence cannot
establish surrender by either side, but it challenges
any expectation that military force would quickly
remove Iran from the diplomatic equation. Tehran
remains a participant whose dedsions matter to
ending the conflict. That reality gives the visit sig
nificance beyond the issning of trave | documents,
The decision can therefore be read as preserving
room for political engagement while military pres
sure has failed to produce an enduring setfle me nt.
It does, however, leave open a channel at a time
when the costs of continuing the war are becoming
harder to separate from American domestic life.
The question is whether the administration will use
that opening to pursue an achievable outcome or
continue mlying on promises of mntusl BUCCess,
Fo.r American households, the war 5 COMEeqUEnces
ty tangible. On S ber 17, the na-
hnnslgamhm mngemsd:edsd. 44 per gallon, near
Iy 50 percent above its prewar level Diesel reached a
recard $6.40. The se figure s transkate geopolitical con-
flict into the price of commuting, delvering goods, op
erating machinery, and ranning a business, Families
do not need a strategic briefing to understand the dif
ference between an assurance that events are under
control and a fuel bill that keeps rising,
Diesel makes the burden espedally pervasive. Its
cost enters trucking, agnculture, construction, and
other activities that sustain everyday o

T HE decision to allow Iranian President Mas

ez, The pressure intended to influence events
overseas consequently reaches American kitchens,
workplaces, and household budgets. Other supply
disruptions contribute to these prices, but the Iran
war is an important part of the economic strain.
That strain provides a direct conne ction between for-
eign poligy and public frustration. & prolonged war
becomes politically harder to sustain when citizens
cannot identify either its destination or its benefits.
Initial uncertainty can turn into opposition as costs
aumu'nu]ate The administration must explain why
sacrifice will produce a better outcome,
ra'r.her than simply ask the public to wait. Its diffi
culty is that recent polling records substantial doubt
about the existence of a clear strategy.
The September Fax News survey found that 71
percent of registered voters believed the adminis
tration lacked a clear plan to end the conflict. That
included 43 percent of Republicans s.ndSB;erwm

Budget Office estimated that the conflict had cost
the Department of Defense approdimately $38 billion
through August 1. Expenditure on this scale r quires
an explanation of objectives and results. Americans
are entitled to askwhat further operations are expect
ed to achisve, how long they will continue, and what
alternatives have been examined. Rising expenditure
cannot itself become a reason to confinue spending in
pursuit of an undefined condusion.
This is the background against which Iran’s leaders
will arrive. Their visit gives Washington an opportu-
nity to connect existing intermittent contacts with
a concentrated gathering of international officals
Trump’s planned discussions with Gulf leaders add
a regiomal dimension. Those governments have their
own Interests in educing attacks and restoring com-
mercial stability. Their presence could help identify
terms that address practical concerns, even if the
ps.rbes mmmfx.rspsn on larger political questions,
At

of independents. Sixty percent considered the de-
cision to take military action wrong, These results
cannot be dismizsed as opposition confined to Dem-
ocrats. They indicate that dissatisfaction reaches
voters whose confidence the administration needs,
including within its own political coalition.

With the midierms approaching, these doubts car
1y obvious consequences. Trump's overall approval
stood at 30 percent in the same survey. Electoral out-
comes remain uncertain, and national polling cannot
determine control of either chamber. Nevertheless,
Repubii face the task of defending a government
whose handling of the war has attracted bread crit-
cizm, Higher living costs male that task more difficult
because they bring the consequences of distant deci-
sions into the daily experience ofvoters.

The military picture adds another layer. Photographs
supplied to CBS News by actve servie members
revealed damaged aircraft, buildings, vehicles, and
equipment at American positions in Kuwait and Sau-
di Arabia They give visible form to losses otherwise
expressed through official statements and aggregate
figures, Such images raise questions about force pro-
tection, preparedness, and the resources required
to sostain ako der that

Businesses may absorb part of the increase, but
others pass it through to customers, Energy spe-
cialists have also warned of higher heating expens

technological superority has not insulated American
assets from serious damage. The finandal account
ing minfores those questions. The Congressional

need not begin with a presidential
handshake or a comprehe nsive agreement. It could
begin with authorized exchanges through interme-
diaries, a defined negotiating agenda, or redprocal
measures that reduce immediate rsks, What mat-
ters is whether communication produces changes in
conduct, A visit followed only by competing speech-
es would leave the central problem intact. A visit
that establishes sustained talks could become an
important step toward ending a war that continues
to impose costs without a settled political outcome.
Washington's strongest response would be to treat
that possibility seriously. Seeking an agreement
would not erase Amedcan power; it would recog-
nize that military capability and political success
are different things. The Iranian delegation’s pres-
ence offers no guarantee of peace, but it creates
an occasion to test whether diplomacy can achieve
what continued confrontation has not. After more
than 200 days, the administration owes Americans
mare than ancther prediction of success It owes
them a credible course toward ending the war and
limiting its farther human and economic damage.
- Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC | Michigan, USA

The strategic asset Europe has overlooked

Adrien Geiger, Brune Poirson
and Bertrand Badre

Encouragingly, the EU has
many of the tools it needs
to act. The Soil Monitoring
Law, in force since last
December, sets out a
common framework for
assessing carbon content,
erosion, biological activity
and the capacity to retain
and infiltrate water. A 2024
regulation requires member
states to compile accounts
for seven specific ecosystem
services (although the
services provided by soil,
chief among them water
retention, remain marginal).
And in July, the European
Commission adopted
certification...

HEN the EU determines which sssets are

strategic, it tends to focus oo those where

a rival aleady dominates production (or
could one day). That is why we hear so much about
semiconductors, batteries, rare earths and hydro-
gen But we almost never hear about an EU asset
that canact be replicated elsewhe re: Europe’s soil.
Often regarded as part of the landscape, soil is, in
fact, wital infrastructure. It is the foundation of our
food systems, producing 95 perce at of the food the
world consames. Moreover, European soils hold
some T5 billion tonnes of carbon, several times that
in the living biomass of its forests, and its porons
structure serves as a buffer against droughts and
floods — destructive eveats that have become in-
creasingly common features of European summers.
But Europe’s soil is dring. According to the European
Commission, an estimated 60 perceat to 70 percent
of EU soils are uohealthy and their degradation costs
the economy mage than 50 billion (357 billion) annu-
ally. Given that it can take up to a thousand vears fora
few centimeters of fertile topsoll to form, contiouing
down this path could have sever comsequences.
The problem is that what & not counled canoot be
protected — and policpmakers ramly price the value of
healthy soil. When a country’s soil ecosystem collaps-
e, its gross domestic product barel,y moves, al though
it is undoubtedly pooser. Europe, in particular, knows
the risks of unaccountedfor dependencies: after gas
supplies from Russiawere cat following the Keemlin's
fullscale ivasion of Ukeaine, Evropean governments
had to allocate roughly 500 billion to shield their citi-
zens and industries from scaring energy prices. When
a country’s soil ecosystem collapses, its gross domes-
tic product barely moves, although it is uadoubtedly
poorer The degradation of soil = different because it
is a gradual process for which we are whally mespon-
sible. Because this is 0ot a case of a foreign adver-

sary deciding overnight to withhold a critical input,
policymakers oftea fail to recognize that healthy soil
builds robustness — the ability to continue function-
ing in the face of perturbations.

Encouragingly, the EU has maqy of the took it needs
to act. The Soil Monitoring Law, in force since last De-
cember, sets out a common framewark for assessing
carbon content, erosion, biological activity and the ca
pacity to retain and infiltrate water. & 2024 mgulation
requires member states to compile accounts for sev-
en specific ecoeystem services (although the services
prowided by soil, chief among them water retention,
remain marginal), And in July, the Evropean Commis
sion adopted certification methodologies that will belp
farmers access financial rewards for measurable soil
outcomes. What the bloc lacks, however, is an merar
ching plan for connecting these me asares and turning
bealthy sodl into an advantage for those who maintain
it. The Common Agricultural Policy pays for sustaio
ahle practices but oot for verifiable improvements in
soil health and water steation. The European Com
mission has an opportunity to change that with its
framework for European climate resilience and risk
management, expe cted later this year

As busine ss leaders, investors and advisers acroes
these value chains, we believe that the framework,
which aims to make resilience a guiding principle
for investment, should include three commitments.
Dead soil leads to lower yields, higher food prices
and greater exposure to drought and flooding, all af
which are expensive For starters, it should expand
mandatory ecosystem accounting to the services
provided by healthy soil, stacting with water mieo-
tion, and call for their inclusicn in national econcmic
accounts, It should also extend outcome-hased re-
wards beyond carbon to soil heslth and water mten-
tion, so that farmers and land managers can gain
from measurable mesults. Lastly, it should ensure

that these indicators guide public support and in
vestment decizsions, just as carbon me trics do today.
Some will argue that Ewrope cannot afford these
commitments. Quite the coatrary: dead soil leads to
lower vields, higher food prices and greater expo-
sum to deought and flooding, all of which ae expen-
sive. Worse, this form of fragility is a regressive hid-
den tax. To prevent the people with the least from
being squeezed by higher food prices and subject
to intensifying climate disasters, we must abandon
the fiction that degrading soil has no real costs, Eu-
rope is aot alooe. In August, the 17th Conference
of the Parties to the UN Comveation to Combat
Desertification convened in Ulaanbaatar, Mongo-
lia, with a focus on restoriog degraded land. While
governments agreed to mobilize new funduug initi-
atives for land ion and drought

they failed to mach a binding global frameworck on
drought, underscoring the persistent gap between
scientific urgency and political action. But them i=
atill hope, Maoy counteies in the Global South, es
pecially producers of coffee, cocoa and fruit, have
begun to treat soil health as a straheguc asset.
Dieapite efforts on soil d dation remain
fragmented. Europe should promote a soil alliance,
backed by gowernments that agree on the importance
of measurement and the need for rales that eward sail
restoration. It should also parsve this ageada at Octo-
bex's UN Biodiversily Conference in Yerevan, Armenia,
and Newember's UN Climate Change Conference in
Antalya, Turkipe, and make it 3 cornerstone of its new
resilience framewodk. As the Feach poet Rens Char
wmte, “Our inheritance was left to ws by 10 estament.”
Soil passes from one generation to the next and pet it
does not appear in our economic sccounts Tnstead, for
decades, Europe has counted only what it produces, not.
what it presesses. Unless and until that changes, the
slow death of the contineat’s soil will contioue.
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focops
amony 21
martyredl...

From Pace 01
T operstion witl cos
tove until the complete
eanumun of Fitna-ulEha

wari.” the IG was quoted

51:30]::1 police said the
clearance opsration was “in
its final stages™. The state
ment detailed that -uu
terrorists had  attempled
to iofiltrate Police Lines
after the explosion. *So far,

suic
lalled,” the lh.lmk said.
Separately, KP Chief Mir-
inter Sohail Afridi sought a

d report on the inck
dent, saying the targeting
of innccent citivers was
“deeply regrattable and un
acceptable.” as per a state
ment issued by his office.

10 India-
sponsored
militants...

From Pacz 01
w-uh:ug in the martyrdom
of six saoldiers, according to
the military’s media wing.
Sanitisation operations are
under way to eliminae any
other militants who may
still be pre sent in the areas,
the ISPR smid. The military
said the countsrterrorism
campaign under the vision
o;mpﬂf:e Istehkam,  ap

d by the Federal
B on the
Action Plan, would continue
at full pace. The campaign,
it said aims to elimicate
forzignsponsored and sup-
portsd terrorsm fom tlm
country. The ISPR aid
the macrifices of the sob
diers further reinforced the
armed forces” commitme nt
tor mafeguarding the country.
Paldstan witnessed a surge
in termr activities, par
Heularly in its KP and Ba
Iechistan provinces, since
2021, when the Afghan Tak
iban came into power
cording to a report by the
s il Rg:ln:t,
Secnmy Studies (CRSS),

the two provinces =
mained the country’s main
hotspots for yiclence due
ing the second quarter of
2026, with KP emerging as
the worst-affected region.

I'slong
march to
reach...

From Pace 01
The JT chiefs remarks come
dqn alter the party rejecied

government's  special
Euel teliel scheme, q-mg
that the package cannct be
a substitute for aboliton of
petraleum federal
government hn launched a

Chinese scholar on a journey
into Indus Valley history

The symbols carved tnto it reminded him of prehistoric rock-art symbols associated
evith China's Hongshan cultwe, Ckma Econom:c Net (CEN) reported on Friday

DNA

BEIJING: The research journey of Zhou
Yushu, president of Inner Mongolia Honder
Callege of Arts and Sciences, began withan
object small enough to fit in the palea of 2
bamd. In 2021, Zhou came scross an ancient
T Walley aeal at Hondler Callege’s North
Clmu Rock Art Research Institute.
Iim‘ﬂ'l carved into it reminded bim
dstorie rock-art symbols asscciated
'uh  China's Horgehan culturs, China Eee-
namic Net (CEN) reported an Friday.
Fex Zhou, who had spentyears studyicg the
erigins of Chinese writing, the encounter
raised a question that would draw him into
a new Held of research: Could similarities
between symbals fom two ancient chvili-
zations, separated by thousands of kilome-
te s, offer clues to their shared past?
“T have always been interesied in the origins
of Chiness characeers,” Zhou sid in an inter-

mmhﬂﬂ{!]nd:bomnmmmnh:
nobed, already represented a mature writing

thenes fertili
5 uch'l,:(;r:um u-_r
ﬂmﬂ T mm.mn.v.u.,

has mary seals that have not been spstenr
atically studied. Rather than presenting his
research as a final answer, be hopes it can
o’uﬂ%e further discussicn and collabe-
hope this research can become
a st oint for dial and joint ex-
e g ol
amund the warld,” Zhou said.
A research journey that crossed barders
Zhow's connection with Pakistan predates
his work on the Indus Valley.
In 2000, teachers and students at bis colb
lege organized donations for people affect
ed by flacds in Pakistan. A year later. a
26member delegation fom the college vis
md Pakistan at the invitation of the coun-
try's Fareign Ministry, visiting universities,
museums and othe rinstitutons.
The relationship laer expanded into acr
demic cooperation with Pakistani waiversh
ties, inchudding the Unive ity of the Punjah.
The two sides have held academic seminars
and expanded exchanges imvohring univer
sities, faculty, students and research.
More than mhcndg alexchangs s gawe Zhou

o engage with Pakistani

'ln'nng st gooe through o much poehistorical Chinese cubtures
s of formation and evcludon  Among the findings that partculady inte rest-
b:ﬁ?m apprarance af thoes imscriptions. e him wers. llhin!rprtllmi:‘
g approaches he had used in a thinder deily,
o Chi Clinee m'knndp@- S e vy mger
tery gymibols to the eeal Th ve led Zhou to proposs
The mote he looked, the more questions 2 broader hypn:lwm that some prehistor  perspective

[ o Fallowing the symbels Zhou and
hﬁﬁgmh-mnfmmﬁhmm
uhm cornplete seals and interpreted
icual d:mmr-. grouping them
into 1n thematic categories
later became the basis of his book, Study of
Ancient Seal Script Is from Hara
e e et
dus Valley Seri e, bring ther
the hu:{- qui?:?h wd”slﬂs their
casible cultural connectons.
guklxﬂwu. the reezarch is about more than
interpreting indvidual symbols He sees =

ial populations may have moyed westward
from arean of prose: China through
mites incloding the Karakoram Corridor
and reached the Indus Valley, with possible
links extending farther west.

Zhou stresses, howewer, that the proposed
migration and culturabtransmission sce
nano pemains a research hypothesis and
requires further archasological cvidence.
That uncertainty is part o 'lm keeps dz
remearch opemre nded. The d

scholars and inetitutions. He said the ex-
perisnce provided a broader international
and created conditions for his
reecarch it the Indus Valley chvilization.
The research, in tum, has became ancther
channel for people-t le exch
“The Eagliat aciion of Zhoti's book 1a now
mvailable to inermational readers, while
an Urdy trapelation has also been pre
pared for Pakistani andiences. For Zhou,
translation is more than a changs of lar
It is a way of bri a research
g“mni‘:r. that bgg-{: in ﬁ“ﬁmm a wider
academic B and

the Indus script remains a major challngs
far scholars, Zhou sid, while Pakistan still

what comes pext: The rescarch has also
teght Thon xe orspremd disction,

Jazza’ Dickens

eyes return to
of Dubai bout

18th Abu Dhabi World
Professional Jiu-Jitsu

the top ahead

DNA

DUBAL  James “Jazza”
Dickens returns to action
this Saturday when he
headlines the BATL Prome
tions event at the Meydan
Hatel in Dubai, on a card
which alse features four
talented Emirati fighters.
Liverpockborn Dickens,

35, m\md the interim

Im feeling w od and
it's guhnrse be"bi'fh in ac
tion. It's nice to be fight
o Dbl e
wa [ don't hawe to travel an
ywhere for ance.
I've been in camp with
tcam, ane o coach, Albere
(A:E::eqm}. at the Gold
. o the fight
is almaost her I'm excited
to get back out ther and
beadline the BATL Prome
Saturday.

she title in
Lb 2025 by deleating Ak
rt Batyrgasiev via a stun-
fourtheround knockout
in lstanbul, before losing
the belt to Anthony Cacace
eadier this year.
Abead of Saturday's 13
against  Tanzania's Rilnghr
dhani  Kimwaga, Dickens
spoke to Arab News about
his desire to become a
workd champlon again.

Tt was ancther great exj
e o b o o
title fights now, e 1 was
genmg umed o them. BuL
you'se just got to ace
the situation that ,oum?:
mametimes, and you've got
m make the most of it

mot taking my epe off
du ball. P learning all
the tme and I'm locking
forward to workdng anwhat

we've been doing in the
gym and hops fully pleasing
coach cn Scmm:l:{I
The cromia o it bt dit
ferznt as there aren't =
many people drinking. Tt's
a calmer crowd. I'm not too
e enan when people in the
crowd ane going nuts, and
then you realie it's cne of
your cousins usually caus
ing the troule (1
1Y nice and peaceful some-
times 1o be in that typs of
emvironment where people
are there to just genuinely
admirs the and that's
whyIgo ol il spart.
There are mnmr
where they don’t make too
much noise, dup Just clap
when they see g q'ul])ly
they'me really i
al art u&ﬁghn.ng. B 1 don{
mind a crowd like that.
Yes, I think it's amasing

think what lamie
Comxk[ﬁwudgro«i ATL

i Turki Alalshikh
mach out to Jamie

:ml help to fill that
Dhihad, Besasime the Bordng
comtinues to
Jamie s he
the infrastructure in Dubai,
which is now on a par with
anpwhe s cloe in the world,
it just needs mors backing.
We haye already seenwhat
can happen when infle
ential le get behind
it hbeptghog h:a': dope in
Saudi Arabia, which has
been absolutely hnl.ham

50 many
make the highs even bet
ter. Once you experence
the lows, you really walize
how high the highs arm,

C’ship gets ready to
receive 12,000 athletes

ABU DHABL Preparations for the 13th Abu Dibabi Woorld
Pmb—or.-J Jiufitsu Chmpmh'p a gadnmg pace,

4 ‘ unon 1 glokal media,
while advancing preparations for the cpening ceremony.
The championship will take at Mubadala Arema, Abu
Dhabi, from Moy 8 to 21 plars were discussed dur-
ing a meeting chaired by uqhm,as.lmmm.hm vice
chairman of the UAE Jiv-Jitsu and Miced Martial Arts Fed-
eration, and chairman of the organking committee.
AlDhaberi sid: "Our focus now is on accommedating the
increasing number of athletes and academies Eom around
the md‘:laand working closely with our partners to expand
the international reach of the 18th edition. “The Abu Dhahi
World Prakssional JitJitsu Champiorship has gown year
after pear and become om of the bigg=st events for leading
athletes and academien “We want to continue delivering

Govtto stop
anyone
marching...

Fros Pacz 01

the mlease of party lound
er Imran Khan and mobi
lise people for the stprem:
agy P:E F?:g Comnkﬁum
Last week. the adminis
traticns of the twin cities
of Rawalpindi and Idama
bad started preparations
to counter the PTI's am
nounced countrywide pro-
test, including a mequest
for d.ebeuno:go\f w.—qun:m.
arranging  containers,
see king additional persor:
nel and procuring anti-dat
gear. At the outset of his
prem canference on Fri
dag, Interior Minister Mo
hsin Magyi said a detailed
meeting had been held to
discuss the upcoming pro-
test call and the law and
unlcr situation, Officials

all proyinces and
id.en] law enforcement
agencies had also attend
ed the mes “In light
of the demk? THC judg-
ment_there is o possibik
ity oirn:gu:g the federal
capital ar other proy-
inke,? fa wnid. The sainie
ter said that if anyone tock
o the stmets, the gover
ment would first pursus
legal action b, fﬁ:g
conte tition against
them ;:anhung d:?]HC
order. At the mme tme,
he said, “We will ltop dw
marchers in every
ble way.” All law enforce-
ment agencies had been
informed of the decision
“with all clarity”, MNagyi
added He maid weapans
had been used and loss
es sullered in protests in
the past. “This time, we
are communicating very
clear niks of e ment
to cur law enlorcement

ncles. They will not

;Q:xm silent !;{ a bullet
is fired at them.” he mid.
He urged the protesting

s lndenlu to hald
mm-mmn- F:u dm.r
Tespes royinces
iy Mt el
down the capital or charg:
ing inta =r province
will neyer be allowed,” he
said. “Tt is our responsibik
ity to stop this protest te
ensune protecton of
the lives and property of
the capitafs s
the interior minister said.

Massive
fraud in
Foreign
Office...

A Db
jirjimn” The e,

the championship to the highest standards, in line with
m.m} e e

was amnd.ed by Mohamed Hus-
nm .M-Il-moo-qu federation beard member and vice
chairman of the crganising committes, and Fahad AL
Al Shatuel, meomtars geterol of tie federativn. - ADD

Rizwan contacts
. ICC ACU amid
vestigation: sources

CCORDING to sourmes, Rizwan contacted the ACU

and requested guidance regardi
t-kesper batte r reporte,

the ongoing et
sought g::sd-m

thrw h ﬂu ICC's online web portal and asked whether
thE‘Uruum ofhhg qunm_mmgbung conducted by

| cricketers can sock

special
ing Rs100 per litre discount
oo petrol dor mmn—.r.hn
rickshaw and clm:lfs

hicks

ers and drivers
up to BDNcc Under the
il b, o wmd

lhnn nd ather m lnd
threewheeled whicks will
mceive Raloi per litre relied
o0 up o 20 fites of
by et i
wehicles up to B0 engine
capacity will receive Rsl0o
liere relief oo up to 30
B ok et s et

Trump
weighs
renewed

From Pace 01
Washington makes apother
pieh fee diplomacy cr moes
toward a renewed
escalation. Ary return to mr
Jor combat openmm would
o tequire

in Fakistan,
guidance kom the ACL through the online portal

The ACU can also peovide guidance to
on anti-corruption mattem, assess

rs and officials
r.;mu or allegar

erk:

n:mcw,m

plapemm o their obligations and
addoe ssing cmpum—m

for reporting or
liet today, Rizwan's

NCCLI\uhned.m-hx.bh:wd

wtan team to the best of his,
| Erom the N

non;‘brought o m mgnnon. udcoonrhmn: with relevant
T

mﬁ!gépw.mm.mg

chares and
ha:mpmi:mm
concerrs. Ear

ol e fssed
thie had served the Paki
-amchn:ﬂ-mmdhe
ber but had not

been informed which online

buog iy b e opdy | 8

being linked to. He also said e

of the relevant incident or his alleged role in it During his
pectane beloe the agcy, iivnnmdhempmdhnng

Abhishek hits record T20 fon
as India sweep T20 series 3-0

NEW DELHI: Opener Abhishek Sharma hit a mcord T20
off 30 balls to setup a crushing 127-run win for

]ndumd::lhmdmnd:

against Afghanistan and sweep

the series 30 on Thursday Leklundnd Abhishe k's
intermational betwes

ton was the fastest in a T20

Test-playing nations as he

Delbi’s Arun Jaitley &.m’..i Afghanistan,
the official hosts for the seie

0
ded India to 2217 at New
hanistan, whe wers

ked the appoat
s

s, checl

Hon surgs :Ibur.ﬁbh{nl:ekdep-mdbr 108 off

and India lost their way from 1421 in 10 overs.

But the Afghan batters cnce again disappointed
and were bowled out for 94 in 14.1 overs. Alghani
stan had posted 1568 and 159-8 -tuk batting first
in the first two matches. Leftarm spinner Axar Pa
tel struck twice in his first over to send back Rab-
manullah Gurbaz, for 15, and Sedigullah Atal, for
ane, and Afghanistan could never rcover from the
1c|-ex. Seam bowler Mitish Kumar Re ddy also tock

wicksts in one over to return fgumes of 325

Legspinner Ravi Bishnol wrapped up the Afghar-

istan innings with his thi)
his third T20 century as
s Sikandar Raza's ton off

Abhishek stood cut w
i 1 Zi

cletaila of the alk

axgainest him but was

the Informmation deuplie asking for it I bis weltin mapooas,

strike of the match.

33 balls against Gambis in 2024 and Finn Allen's
effort from the same oumber of deliveres in New

Rizwrar saicl the ICC Antt Corrupticn Unit was the releyant k-
“hirm, ~DNNA

Zealand's T20 World Cup semifinal win ever South

Adrica earfier this year in India. The only two faster
Tzol hundreds came in matches betwen the low
er-tiered associate members of ICC.
Sahil Chauhan of Estonia holds the mnﬂ record of
27 balls after his century agnu-LC;-prun o yeats ago
while Muhammad Fahad needed just 20 balls for his ton.
for Turkiye against Bulgaria in 2025, Abhishek tore into
the Afghanistan bowling attack after India wers imvited
to bat first. The swashbuckling cpener hit a six to mlrJi
29, He completed the hundred with o ?
‘meditation pose to celebrate. He Grally &1l for 105 ol'E
54 balls to legapinoer Rashid Khan, The Z6-earold’s
hm:kru laced with nine fours and 11 sixes
His cpening stand of 142 with Sanju Samecn, who hit
50, put India on course for a big total but the Afghan
bowlers hit back with regular wickets. Tilak Varma
was run cut for two by id and Samson depart
2d after his second successive hali-century as be k11
to pace howler Azmatullab Omamal Omarzsi struck
anothe r blow helped by a stunning catch by Fashid
in the deep to send back Shivam Dube for 14. In
dia raised their 100 in six overs but managed just 79
ot el k0 bl T o b 1 J s fir s
Agian Games starti 10 at N: Al

From Pace 01
Transparency  advocates
hawe welcomed the de
cision, urging the com
mittee to ensure that its
commendations lead o
structural  peforms i
er than temporary fives.
Ciwil society groups have
alsa: cadled Tor digkicacon
af the attestation process
to  minimize  human e
volvement and meduce_op-
portunities for graft. The
Delmg- Prime Minister's

anderscores the
1mponlr.|:! of _sleguard
ing public  institutions

fom malpractice. As the
inquiry proceeds, citizens
will be watching closely to
see whether accountability
is enforced and whether
long-standing issues in the
Fareign Office's attestation
sysiem ame Finally resolved.

Pakistan
will go ‘to
any extent’
to defend
Saudi...

5
Alghanistan will s, largely differ=nt team ta hh:
Asian Games under Darwish Rasocli. - D]

Athletes ‘can’t fake 1i any more’ as Asian Games 1ssues mount

The continent’s premier sporting spectacle opens in Nagoya and Aichi prefecture
on Saturday, but the build-up has been soured by several issues

with ey 115 partners in the
region. Trump declined to
tell Axkanwhether he expects
to make o decision before or
after the TS midterm elec
mu Scnml US officials
the current sitmtion,
']nd: Axios described as an
increasingly difficult
and d.lph?um: bm
term, camnot cwn indet

raised  the that

g o e

combat opembcns after the

midterms il ne agrecment

with Tran i r=ached Tnmp
cidsd  against
attacks ine;

s s m..".zam

DNa

qu,m:n: The Asian Gares in Japan wers
facing mote acousations of poar crganis-
tion F with a world gmn
nonll:i:xrlmxnd' the public d d in
to roce stranded athletes and South Ko
rea lodging a complaint ahout a ]apueu
warkird. The continent’s premier
spectack opens mﬂugq?:ud Mﬁ?
fecture on Saturday, but the buildup
has been soured by sveral issue s
That includes a shortage of rooms kr the
mors than 17,000 athletes and officials- a
bigger number than the Olympics. Some
teams have also criticissd du quality of
the accommedation, including beds that
are toa shart. To swe money thers is no
athlet=s’ village, crganisers instesd putting
competitors . hotels, temporary cabins
nndnm-cnu-e lp.Qrngle:lledn

comfortable. Clnnnf t Zhang Bo—
heng, who won two silwer medaks at the

Paris Ofympics and has tww world champ-
omlh:puﬂnhnhllmnldhgmdlom:
of his teanrmates were left waiting for s
hiours after landing mWedn:u:hy
“T'm totally eshasted,” be sid in a video
shed and shared widely on
irvee mocial 2. “T didnt excpesct that al-
ter beeakfast at 700 am the mext. time I could
eat would be close to T:00 pm,” the 2éyear
nldmngu.dhwkmeumdlqngu
mmu:ndpapcmrhbdmhg

badminton team lifts after issues with
a shuttle bus and a shortage of public
transpaort tickets, Xinhua rported.

Chinese social media users applauded
athletes, including table tennis star Sun
Yingsha, for streiching and evercising at
the airport. The hashtag Asfan Games ob-
suid” has since been viewed more than 94
million. times on Weibo. India’s team had
sirnilar delays at the aitport “The t= was an
_mgmgemng n:cw:ﬁ::nnn br-rhlmnat

ship where 4,000 Games
'dlbehnzﬂmﬂngupu portarsa,

But when arrived at the ship, be
said heavy rain prtuuhgd themn fram
boarding. "A whole was basically
wasted Eh this.” -dd.e Zhang. “Tn the
end we really coulda’t take it any more
s0 we decided to book rooms at a hatel
to rest.” The video has since been
taken down but Chinese state media
said that other Chinese athletzs alsc
faced trayel delays upon arcival

Be. s consulate in cantacted
Ch}::i citizens in mhl:’g‘?um give the

There
I.ong queuss with a lot of other i
there,” India’s chel d= mission and Indi-
anOmeplc Assaciation (104) treasurer
Sahdew Yadmr told AFP.
‘Bm thess things happen and we have got
x{:hlng norted” Warlord contropersy
Ko a's Yonhap news agency report-
ed that some of the country's athlstes wait-
ed at the u—pn—tim—mnuthnnﬁn heurs
on Thursday, “We are mware of the situation
incloding p=ports that athletes have had to
wait for hours and we ar doing our best
to handle it.” a Korean Sport and (lympic

Comemittee (KSOC) official told AFE.
Also on Friday, the KSOC said it had filed
a complaint with Games organisers for o
turing a Japaness warlord ata wele
Demlgocv]. Tyt b Aot |
rwon dreseed as Topotcmi Hide yoaki
e o e ufxm.m 1502
1588, and the uewmn d o back
lash in South Kon::. istorical issues are
sensitive between South Korea and Japan,
with Hideyosh's iovasion a signlficant ep-
izode in Korean history and Kora under
Japanzes colonial rule from 1910 o 1945,
mounti —un Asia’s Olpm-
E:‘;u.; priby iy S ariepr
1 ewent could be even 13
“I -m'r::ppomr o incre ase ::Fnumber
of athletes, not to decrease athlews,” said
Olympic Councll of Asia (OCA) director
%:mn] Humin AtMusallarn. He conceded
it he wished there was an athbetes” village
— like in previous editions - but added: “We
meed to listen: also to the organiker, o the
bost, how they would lock for the luture, af-
ter the Games, afier the closing o emary.

Frowm Pace 01
The ISFR chisf =mid the
Islhmbad Moll was “a
commensus document” that
ofiered the only viable
pathway out of the ongo-
ing sittation in the region.

PTI MPs
reach Sindh
Assembly
on donkey
carts

From Pace 01
which have msulted in dis-
ruption of mn;u- oil ln]ﬁy
routes,
prices to rise in the pas
‘two months. Cmml;‘ dw
government  adjusts  fuel
prices daily. After the la-
est change on Th 2
the price of petrol st
at Ra30.78 per fi i

Relld per fitre levied by

government in taces
and duties on petml and
Rs100) per lite on diesel.
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Rupee gains
01paisa
against

Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee
on Friday appreciated by 01
i i e 5 Dt
in interbank trading and
closed at Bs 277.25, coomr
red to the previcus day'
ety 4
According to the Forex As
saciation of Pakistan (FAF),
the b and selling rates
g e e
matke t we e recorded at Bs
278 and Bs 7743, respec
tively The price of the Euro
against the nipes increased
by Bs 0.21 and closed at Bs
318,27 against the previous
day’s closing of s 318.06,
accarding to the State Back
of Pakistan (SBF). The Ja
pedidne il oty
12 paisa and closed at Bs
175, whereas the exchange
rake of the Bridsh Pound
witnessed 2 decrease of
s 0.54 and closed at Bs
056 compared to the
ious day's Fs 37110
E exchange rates of
the Emirate Ditham came
down 01 paisa and cloaed
at Fs 75.48, while the Saudi
temained inged
at Rs 73.20-APP

Gold prices
rise by Rs
6,900 per tola

ISLAMABAD: Gold puon
in the country incressed
R, 200 per tok on Friday,
with the prce of 2d-karat
Rold ‘maching Rads0 396
against Red53.436 mecont
.5'“0.: the previous
ﬁ , accerding to the
Palstan 5 Gems
and Jewellers Assccistion.
The price of 244arat gold
10 groms increased
Bs58l4 1o Rs3od 663
from Rs388,749, while that
of Z-karat gold e by
Re5,423 to Fa361767 from
Re356,364. In the i interna
tonal market, gold
Increased by 260 to
m’ ounce from usns.
bl silver  prices
also witnesed an upward
trend, with 24darat silwer
tala rising Bs300)
B R0 e e,
The price of 24karat sk
ver per 10 grams increased
Ba257 to Bed, 146 Fom
.B80, whil internaticn
al silver prices rose h{m!oﬁ
to $66.91 per ounce fmm
$53.01-APP

SBP injects
over Rs 2.64t
in the market

EARACHL The State Back
of Pakistan (SBF), on Fo
day, injected Bs 2640045
bilion through  Reverse
Repo Purchase and Shart
ah Comphiant Mudarabah
based Open Market Oper
atlons [0?!’0} for maintain

Spadity i the market.
e o e,

Market Opers
NMOE'“‘ Bepo Pur

chase (Injection) for 7 and

1d-day tenors on September
18, 2026, and igected Bs
2.305.45 hillicn against 17
bids while other Bs 235 bil
lion were injected through
Shariah Cnnﬁlum Mudara
bah based OMO.

The central bank received
15 hids for the Reverse
Repo Purchase of liday
tenor, cumulatively offer
ing Bs 2.270.35 hillion at
the rate of return ranging
between 1151 to 11584,
The SBP accepted Rs
2,000.95  billion  against
12 quotes at 1L53% rate
of mturn. Moreoyer, the
SBF also mceived 5 bids
for the 7-day tenor, cumuw
latively offering Rs 304.5
billion at the rate of retum
ranging between 11.54“
to 1L57%. The SBF a
cepted all the 5 qumu
with the entire amount
at 11.54% rate of wturn
Mzanwhile, SBP also
conducted Shariah Comr
liant Mudarabah based
511“1 Market Operation
for the 7 and 14-day temr
ors. For the T-day teror
or, the central bank re-
czived one bid offering
Rs 10 billicn at_11.56%
rate of return, SBP ac-
cepted the quote with
the entire amount at the
offered rate.

The central bank alsa
received 5 quotes for
the 14-day tenor offering
Rs 344 billion at rate of
return ranging betwesn
11.53% to 11.57% SBP
accepted an amount of
Rs 325 billion against
the 5 bids at 11.53%
rate of return. The total
amecunt offersd at 11530
was Bs 202 billicn, out
of which SBP accepted
Rs 272.5 billion on a pra

APP

rata basis.—

Londom: Federal Minister for Finance and

and bers of the P

, Senator

A b, along with G State Bank of Pakistan, Jameel Ahmad,

in a geoup photo during the J.P. Morgan Emerging and Frontier Marketa Opportunities Conference

Exports must be at heart
of country’s eco strategy

The ICCI President stressed that industrial competitiveness is the foundation of export growth, and urged
the need for addressing the challenges like high energy costs, taxation issues, regulatory barriers, expensive
financing, weak logistics and other structural constraints that raise the cost of doing business

of Pakistan’s economic strategy, s sus-

DNa

ISLAMABATK: President Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indy (ICCT),
Sardar Tahir Mehmood on “F.(Eq called
for a comprehensive, longterm and
cleatly defined roadmap for sustainable
economic growth, stressing that Paki-
stan can no longer fragmented
and short-term economic policies. He
sal the country needs continuity, policy
comslstency and a shared naticnal eco-
nomic vision under which gowernment
institutions, the private ssctor and other
stake hold=rs -urls togothet to transform
Pakistan's e(ouun:r nto a pm{umn

merely

=5, engines.

tainable growth could not be achieved
through
and mpeated cycles of extemal fnancing.
He emphasized the need to diversify the
export basket, expand market access, imr
prove product quality and branding, and
suppart exporters in entering high-value
international ma ke ts.

shy be guu to IT and digital servic-

barrowing, corsumption

ts. Special attention

ds, pharmace uticals,

pmuenud food, mmu and val

ed agriculture, while SMEs should be

integrated into giohn] mpplp clm:-
throngh technolo,

and digital plnsorm. The ]CC[ Pw-dem

nmﬂ:gd that industrial competitive ness

in
Talking to d.uEEmm mmug dele; no:-

of business kaders here on Fri be
imsues,

of expart growth, and

urged the necd for addressing the chal-
kugu like high ensrgy costs, nuuou

barriets,

added that overseas Palsistanis should
be provided attractive and transparent
imvestment chanmels so that their capi-
tal, sxpertise and international business
metworks can contrbute to the country's
productive capacity. The ICCI President
maid the business commmunity s ready to play
its mle in Pakdstan's sconcmic transhrma
tion and called for a permunent institutional
mechanism fbr mmwd wnmdmnn be-
tween the the privaie secton
H..:m‘mnm..m..mm: future
should be measured nmou]yll;f the size of
its GDF, but by the number of businesses
that ex jobe that are created,
P mfffx’h lobal muarlets and Pl
ments that remain mdmuu for decades
He that with. palicy
continuity, insttntiona] coordination and o
locused export strategy, Pakistan can um

financing, weak logistics and other struc-
tural constraints that mise the cost of
doing business. He further propossd that
the government for developing a 10-pear
Maticnal Econcmic and Export Roadme
ap with measurable annual targets for
investment, exports, industrial output,
emp]qment. productivity and foreign di-
rect investment. Sardar Tahir Mehmeod
said Plhmu: alsa needs to move from an
4

en mod.el towards production, innovation
and investmentled growth. He =d
reater facilitation Bor domestic and for
eign imvestars, development of Special
Economic Zones and industrial clusters,
madernization of infrastructure, prome-
tHon of renewable energy,
in technical and mcamml skills, and
stronger linkages between universitiss,

said exports must be placed at the heart

tesearch and industry, He

lock its immense sconomic potential.

Israeli, Lebanese
armuies face off
in village after

Israel advances

DER MIMASS, LEBANOM: lsrael's military mowed Bm-
ward an Friday ina south Lebanon village, facing off
a Lebanese army position afier deploying tanks d.ﬂn—
nating stun ge=nades, according to an AFP phatogmapher
120 e Taola i the v Tine s b crcueyiog &
wwathe of south Lebanon since war broke out in March
against Lebane se militant group Hezhollah, but the Leba
nese a coed to Iy take control of the arca
under r.’?—.m"ﬂ& :gwegzﬂndtu:etwn the two countrien
Under the deal, Irarrbacked Hezbollah is meant to disarm
Tarael to withdrow fram Lebanon, but progtess has
been slow, 'ikhlnmln.rmnﬁ it will n-y k an |ol| am
foe remains a thzat. In the vi riday,
located on the sdge od’bembor; occupwd h;- I-razL two I
raeli tanks advanced along a mad towards the setilement,
the AFP pho m;npewr.- The tanks stopped in front ofa
barricade made from earth, beyond whic e army
wehicles wer= :unomd. A Turaneli korce advanced on the
outskirts of the village of Deir Mimas, up to quunm near
a reently established Lebansee army position”, whers
they lannched “stx stun gre s in the :urmnndnng
Lebanon's state-rin Mational News Af:uq reported. Ac
cording to the AFP phetcgrapher the Lebanese aroy then
withdrew bfn_‘ ut 100 metres but moained in a position
facing the li tanks. The Lebansse army moently oo
tablished jtneif at the site and also has a presence at other
locatiors in Deir Mimas on the sdge of the smeli-sccupied
zone, :ccomdm to the phm;r:ter But the Lebaness
aut of hostilite, n Jarael and Hes-
boll-h. Th: militant group ?d Lebancn inte war with
Iurael on March 2 in suppart of its Iranian patrons. Tsras|
responded with massive airstrikes and a ground imvasion
of the south.On Thursday, a meeting was held between
Lebanese President Joseph Aoun, French President Enr
manuel Macron and Jordan®s King Abdullab 1T to muster
international suppart for Lebanon's army as it seelhs to
take control of south Lebanon—Age ncies

italy
prepares
naval
operation to
protect ships

DUBAE lialy has activated
its mavy to prepare b
possible opsration to en
wsure the mbe pasmge of Itak
ian ships through the Bah
Al-May Strait, Delence
Minister  Guide Croestto
said oo Thursdhy Crosetto
s Italy would not wait for
the Eurvpean Unior's Aspk
de s maritime mission to de
cide whether Italian vessels
could salely transit the stre
tegic waterway. “We have
decided, with the chief of
staff, mat to waik for Aspides
10 decide whether the ships
can pass or not,” Crosetto
skl at the Risorsa Mare
forum in La Spesia, accerd
ing to lalian news agen.
.;ﬁS\ The Italian Ll cy
Ministry said Crosstto lud
imstructed the Navy to pre
pare what was necessary to
the sale transit
of Italian ships through Bab
Al-Mandab. AMSA report
ed that Italy is asscssi
whether “‘F s
already de d in khe =
w'gnnpbl?;l ced under
matonal command. The
ate Bergamin, cnmmh- o
Dijiboutl, could
i [ round g
de ent  decision  has
b

Pakistan’s exports
to China surge
45pc to $478m

The annual report said Pakistan's overall goods ex-
ports declined 5.93 percent to US$30.139 billion
in FY2025-26 from US$32.040 billion in the pre-

vious fiscal year, while exports to China increased

during the same period

ISLAMABAD: Paldstan's merchandise exports to China ress 45 pement yearomyear to

Uzeyir
Hajibayhi
Music Festival
Kicks off

BAKUScp: The 1:th Usegir

el
Q‘.’:”;%‘“;:E’:E::T;;,
b ey
Sepu-mbcr ECDorglumd

dm and .ﬂgrhnau's Mm—
intry of Culture, the festival
will run until September 30,
Eriuging together renowned
musicians and  bands, the

festival's concert pmgram

iy rwiad

ing Baku,
Shusha,

and Lankaran, and will alo
feature  presentations, per

additiceally be held in Uzbele
istan, Gormmv arad Tk

festival.
Thfn,ue. editicn will ako

marks strong
presence at

TIFF

TORONTC: The Slat edition
of the Toronts Internation-
al Film Festial, nied
by PRogers, runs g:u&e
10-20, 2026, bl

Y e e 0
and fndintry pmsmal.
from ower B0 countries This
year's full schedule incudes
293 itk i

Lightber and ather wemen.
The festival cpened with
the world s ut Sian
Heder's E
and i bein h‘nrd s Ncnh
America's st film ks
tival with a strong focus oo
diverse yoices and underdog
storfes.  Paldstani  actress
and producer Mahira Khan
made her presence £kt ot
the Torcoto  Intermational
Filen Festival 2026, mopre-
mnting Fakistar's growing
footprint in global cinema
and media. Atending as part
of a Palstani delegation,
Mahira Khan participated in
red carpet scree nings, indus-
arpe e gz, inds
eessions aimed at buikling
coproduction oppartinition
berween Pakistani and inter
natioral flmemke s Mahim
attended the world premie
af Your Mnllm— Your Motk
er Your Hodnr du!chd by
Bassam T: mmhr
aed oo
oE tlw ﬁunf- 'Comnmly

i, | rh: Enm]. Mahirs :u:d
Tarly will abo ok the

Exvellence in Cine
ma and Arts Award, meog
nising  their contributions
to cinerna and their eEbrn
ta

US3478 million daring &gﬂmmmm_]-e&ﬂ-nlymzm according o the |

Fthe Trmik: Diryeik A [Pkl

According to the An,
Manthiy Trads Fepart issued on September 11, hh:nupumdgundunrﬂ:ﬁ&‘timﬂ-
with

storles to wider
Sprsking on the siiclines of

lican to China during 2026, comparsd with LI58351 million during, the corrs TIFF, Mabira Rban said, “It's
ing period of angmmduwauamm.ammc.duh an hooour to represent Pak
Chmumdhkmn‘--mn&hé? ﬂ; the period, after the Unit stan at TIFE. This plathrm is
ed Staten, Pakiatan'sexports o the 115 o nussmzamm by China at 158478 | mot just about flms, it's about
maillce ane the UK at US40 e, P: iy cultural mhngﬁ.ﬂ
i i 4
it e Lw ence, and fetivals fibe TIFF

51 ot ina's share in Pak ! il grood ik
D N e e e
of Phh-un‘nam churing JulrAugust 2026, compared with about 6.5 percent during the
mpmnddﬁ:pmmﬁml Paldstan's total merhandise exports to all partrer
unitries incrsased 7.04 percent to 585,459 billion during the first two manths of FY2026:27,
from LS8 10 bl in Jubr-Augat 2035, The TDAP report ala shemwed gromsh o sevrsl
majer Paldstani e commedities during the period. Refined c T x| increased
dﬂ"':mmt o US;?;:mﬂlmm, while cums ,lmpeup\:mm Ssosep:um mlss mik
lmu.muerpommm-ndm percent to U534 millm. -l:nh Imru:: meat exparts rose
34 percent to US$77 d 09 per-
mUSGMmM-h&upum uforheroal-eed- mﬁohagm-hu-m mare than

%52 milli
wﬁhUS!&&@ HhmmGhn-m.FYgan oampmd'nh 2421 hil.hmmsz«&ﬁ.

incre: was Pakistan’s secondlargest export market afler
rh:ém&ndm:gﬂxmﬂ'[‘hgmmﬂupm-td?:‘hmn'-mnllgmd:apm
tmsm{emmmwm@nmmmnmamhm
st s Chand PR o DINA

Palestinian state more distant
than ever, year after recognition

BAMALLAH: When France, Britain and other Western
powers last mecognised a Palestinian state, emtre
neur Adam Bacer felt a senee of hope ‘T wa happy whe
1 heard about it,” mid Bader, 27, wha lives in the oc
West Bank's city of Tullarem, which ham seen repeated Tsracli
raids in recent years. “Now a pear on, we're not meing any
lmprunmen_orthe contrary, he said. “The nmncmug»
ting worse by the and 0o one can az(hi
nilrfr the m?oguncd:rhhmun state haod nf tangil
terms looks more distant than ever. [smeh -m]grmluoe
bas soared, Palestiniana are being pushed intn eyersmaller
areas and the Palestinian A mh:umy s anly been weakened.
French President Emmanuel Macron, vowing to find a new
Jorward amid global ou ourInnel- ofleoeive in
2, on September 22, 2025 e q:ecu] UN smumit to rec
egnise a Palestinian state. Ten countries, ako including Brit
ain, Canada and Australia, recognised Pakestinian statehood,
Eringing the number of N memberstaies doing so hn mnnd
157, more than fourkilths of the TN membership, But
which support from the Unied States, nd-mud =
;cu]’a“l::f'i- ':PP and bas lippeﬂupeﬂnmkz-&
lm the Palestinian .Amhmrp of president Mahmoud Abbas.
Prime Minister Benj IE: ryahu stopped short last
j!lrnlfﬁwmln[mmghwmhkohmnnym

1 official annexation is creeping as his Aghtwing government

UK consulaie srving Palestiniins fom Jerusalem, angored

tion makes the twe-state soluton a mhq p-uhu:x]# =ud d
‘t

lornatically, but unfortunately on

o the illegal bebavionr of larael, -hmhnnm ing!
intkernational resclutions,” Omar Awadallah, deputy fbreign
affaims minister of the Palestinian Authority, told AFE Ines
Abdel Rmek, a Palestinian political analyst, said that recog:
nition of a state | o{P:Iunmamounmdmhrde withaut meas-

ures to

after Britain led France and Canada in sanctions over rsing
attacls by etlers, Farcign Ministe r Gideon. Sear, explining
the move, said Britain's Labour government was atempting
to "6wuupm Israel” a Palestinian state but the attemptwas
“doammed to fil". The Pale stinian & established in the
18%0s, has been starved of cash in part by lsraefs decision
nok to give it customs revenoe it collscts on its behalf, and

Impltmﬂ

Israeli actions. “The

mggklkopqlhcm1umml.llm“mloheﬂﬂmﬂu
[rain to avoid kol P

s become a dipk

ing at peality in the face,” she said. Acroes the West Banlk's
limestone hills, thousands of lsrse i

Tarachi ml:m with the cocasional gl
estine” sencilled on walls, as a call bor Palestiniars to leaye.
Netanyahu hat a Palestinion state woold be a “reward
for terrorism” afer Hamas on Octaber 7, 2023 carred out
the deadliest attack ever cn Israel, which responded
ozt military operation in Gaza. s b
ministet, an Imniarcontrolled Pk stindan state
tablished - neither in Gaza nor in Judea and Samaria, Period,”
Metanyahu said last menth, using the biblical rame for the
West Banik. Imn,-hth the United States and Istael attacked
in Gaza. The Palestinian Autharity,
centred in H:gwuk Bank, isled by Fatah, Hamas's archrival
Abead of the annivemary, [smel ordersd the closure of the  observers

argues

in February, ba

‘s histaric paymerts to bmilies of i
e o sl Polomioiamm, gl those seho eartied
out attacks againet Israelis. lue 2025, [srael buil

1,000 gates in the West Bank, entrances of nearly
villages and towns, which it clmm occasion to control Pak
estiniin movement. Palestinians bave also decried a policy of

Jine roads used
ti “No future in Pl

give us that stage"-APP

Syria seeks
USbacked
security deal
with Israel
but rejects
occupation

DUBAL Syria wants to pur-
s a l=d  mecurity
ment with lsmel bt
I;llwnut accept the oocnpa—
ton. of its berrbo
cus’ UN ey 1@ Olabd
said oo Thnmd acc
Tarae] of tadboriditg Eﬁ
matic eflorts with milita
cursiars and airsttikes.
tokd the TN Security Cauncil
that Syria had chosen dis
logue mdmedimm wmd
further regional escabati
while lsrael had d
with attacls .mmm
Tarnel penetrated our ik
lnges, displaced our people,
bombed cur beilities while
e chose to spare the regicn

lD]anm:ndnUSapuud

curily agreement, as we
hm demonstraied th
actions, not words m“d:
ever, this in no way means
accepting the  occupation
ar relinguishing the nem.
of our pmpa:ﬁ Olabi

s V], bl At oty sty piah s
with's el btk pommaition frocy ceed soone b St G or | e ted i "’:ﬁ

g 00 1 e gk | bl e Thx UN e o e b o
will ot e e  Fyingen e aAPd | g e o Ao s

Fopﬂ" in the West Back in 20268
P;hmm ooq:hm that Israeli perpstrators of vioknce o

ustice, and d by the
i e g i Y N A

chvifian matkers from numqumhﬁmlimknm
wee am a harther step toards annexation~TINA.

hmen.cu:nb-nngl]anh
s

networks  and mﬁ
ening tes with =
boring  countrics—
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Freelancers’
export eamings
cross $350m
in Jul-Aus V27

Pakistani freelancers
continue to strengthen
presence on global
freelancing platforms,
says PAFLA chief
News Dese
KARACHL  The export
carnings of Pakistan's free
lancers surged to over $350

SR AT I | e g o Ty &

Monmorne Dese

a muln—pmy adding a grading system and several
process an m‘

Govt finalises plan for
specialised recruitment

Under the proposed reforms, candidates will have
option to take the exam in either English or Urdu

-nr-q of Public Administration fNUPAJ and.lug an interview. The mmaining pe-  curticulum may be enhmud. As much

ing NIMsjtraining instihibes; sitions will be h]l.ed thraugh otion s 50 duration of
1’("F'ﬁ e il ] 2

: Mimister Bor Planning Ab-  cutcames, attribuces, mmpem,, Eq, and work. Officers who are superseded  from BS-T to BS20, cfficern may be re-
1 ot twice will be retired at the service of 25 quired to complete Ewo dﬂmlm-lpeclﬁc

e < oyabthan

mancial year. According to

data released by the central civil service reforms, with the government  yice (

finalining =
bank, export meeipts fom
freelincers e 1o 3352 | TS0 e

It also pes Mational Executive Ser-
rff'éfosor Post-Based Specialised

reserved for
ke wach Grde

ars with all entitled perks.

= existing

in training

ehart courses developed by theit respec:

loy
threchold in CSS ex-  tive Specialised Tnmﬁxmm.
lan for wpecialised recruit  Becruitment for Grade 20 and above po-  ams may be increased from 33% to 408 o committees constituted by the prime
sither clusterbased cxami-  sitians of all services at the federal level  without negative marking and may inclode  minister have mcommended 2 complete

araic texta or each occupe  (cvcluding Police and Foreign Serviee) CRE/SAT sipled quetion to sssces a et of bary Bodiial il e asie
T il

milian - daring Julg-Rugiat nations or e

028 T 42 tiogal group, Under the propoeed mioma,  through an open and contractbased ap  cal and logical remsoning

cintment against pre-determined KPls  quota seats br Balochistan, Sindh, minork  and paid. Cormensus was mached on 43 of
ars. hu.md-umn thiough affirmative action, the 46 recommendations. Absan lbal said

. compare,

the CS5 examimation will continue, while
milfion recorded in the cor | o itue s will hawe the option to take the
gwam in <ider Eulich o Undn.

nupondmg period of 2025,

rcogear
Bk T | e
fancers providing [Trclar | Miemet option, flly digiteing

(S5 papers; aJ}U% thg private sector, academia, and

or a peri
cial Professional P:

Scale may
ced to NES. All

idates rom

ernment will be ehgwbl.e to compets.
sittons for NES &

ed services earned 212 asa prmue & 6 ol
million  during  the two

excutive leadership training abroad for serr test by FPSC will be followed  the option of sarly
moath periad, while those mrd:ﬁnem:mublpndmgtholﬁnmulUm E;J:tgms brm“d-_ =i - option ;‘-dr

engaged in norrlT services

scholamships for top-25 unie ity .ndmm br

e ! pelection BorM

up to three at- s

moruited, trained, o , promoted

the committe.s hadl stndied civil servics sy

mgn. allowed.
qsf(qrm can  tems in Australia, New Zealand, Malayeia
didates should be throu,
competitive process
to qualif. Officers who do not  padiamentary qnemHg sid these conr
will be decjdcd by the F:nmg Minister. A qualify after three attempts may be ghven parisona demmmhgd thnundgmpuhhc
E

an exanrbased  and the United Kingdom, particularly courr
with Corme D‘g

traditicns and

Tuu:.ns come
mor open, lpem.hml and meritdrven.

nerated $139 million.
Chat pecsomof the Mm.n
Freclancers  Amsacial
(PAFLA) Ibrahim Amin -md
that Pakistani freelancers
ar= continiing to mngﬂr
en their an inter
national mng
fcarmn, which is reflected in
the rsing sxport mosipts
being  brought into  the
country. “Our freelancers
are fast kamers and quick
to acquire inrdemand h

rticularky in Al teals and
f;phm]:::l. b= smid.

frelancers are now

working in eams and pro-
viding multiple  services
thmugh agencies registersd
en international platforms,
Amin added He apprect
ated the efforts of the gor-
eroment, privats e ctor and
norgovernmental organissr
teons in conducting IT and
skillrdevelopment  courses
in differ=nt clties across the
country to equipyou
ple ‘3& ;arim?inp:oé
skills alongside their acax
demic qualifications.

ISLAMABAT: Amhassador of Turkiye Ifran Nezirogl called Deputy Prime Minister

and Foreign Minister Ishag Dae — DNA

Three students
killed in Philippine |«
school shooﬁng

MANILA: Thize stude. led i hoal s
the southern Philippines on Fudq including a 16yearald
cted gunmanwho tarmed on himeelf, provincial
B - Ml o i
condition, apd all the victims wers students 14 1o 17,
said Albert Palencia, mayar of Banga town in
to, where the shooting took place. The incident blbnm
fatal gun incidents since June at schoals in the Philippines, | £
where scheol sh wene mre.
e ot oppedly o e W Eiee v ol
them to go home "because after lunch, I will be execut-
ing fuy platt. Hin frisnda Taighed becate the shotet
was nhw'u]ohr Palencia told media. "After lunch, be
started shooting students. He hit 10 students belor Kl
ing himself,” Palencia acded. Last month, a student live-
streamed himself shoating and killing another student
in a classroom in Zamb, a in the country's south he-
fare taking his own life. In June, at least three students
1= killed and about 20 others injured in an attack at
2 public figh I:hoolmTaclablu e two clamsmate
opened fire on campus. The Philippine s has relativel
m—m gnu Ol:trlh.l'p regulatons, mclndmg backgmnui
hological evaluation

though m.;.] Him ekian tmiaat i clvilation - ADD

Indonesian
divers face
high-risk
challenges

JAKARTA: Bensaththe uirface
of the Java Sea, fast curents,
the hull

are ameng 1100 personnel
working 12-hour abifimon T
ships and 5 aircraft — hawve
|1md om, adding to
an‘ mn.‘igm
Innd: and family
The 4277ton ship, which
3:5&& mame 800 km (500
s) northeast of Indoe
m-upmnlj'-hm.--mk
ing what should have been a
2bhaur yoyage from. Sura
baya in East Java province to
dn in South Kalim-
antan. Despite the time that
hal ehpod dince the ship
the mission remaing
: rescue operation, given
the po_.m, that suryivors
trapped i wabsr
u?t compartments. — APP

Yemen fights
displaces
over 112000
people

GEMEWA: At least 112, ono
have been displace.
Yemen within the lan
two weeks as fighting cor
tinues along the country's
west coast amid a renewed
conflict, while nearly 3,000
‘hawe fled by sea to Djibout,
the United Naticns migration
‘ﬁuq said on Friday
govermment of Djibouti
is preparing for the arrival of
up to 10,000 refugees - which
will add acute pressure an
the country's health care and
education services, she said.
“The UN Intermational

Oirgant

PM Shehbaz Shari direcls fo
include 20-year-old bikes,
Iickshaws reliei scheme

the Frime Minister's Fuel Relief Scheme " it
said. PM Shehbas

SaFmLLAE ANsaR

Sharif had on Sep 13 an

nounced a “reliel scheme” for users of mo- dm mhd the region

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha

r{foandqhn:r{&zmnomdndgm
tarcycls, nckshaws and Qinggis that were
ug.ma;sgrjmmwmmw.m
amnounce hl-c me. “All motorey
cles, fickshaws, egistered afier
Jan 1, 2006, vll{bu q“hmgﬂrﬂm
Minisier Fuel Relief Scheme,” the
Prime Ministe r's Office said ina post o the
nﬂnlmndu )inhu:mI.'NuI. thaws whe
drive. arold motorcrcles,  niclshaws,
:nd%mrlﬂllnbuhhmhem&bum

torcyeles, antos and wehicles of up to 800cc
to "alleyiak the burden” of oil
ph-mﬁrhmmg.o::gﬁm
cycles, riclshmwe, Qinggis, thrsewhecler
and wehicles with engines of up to B00cc
I’mn!eenlhlmper]mmﬁdmpﬁ

rol. Matarcpeles, feksbars and Cinggs, as
I!ﬂ;_ninruvrndﬂrnr_ﬂh:hru:ﬂn.

Bath the goveroment and ‘the Tigray People's Libe ra-
tian Front (TPLF) have massed troops along the border
aof the northern state in recent months, fuslling fears
of a return to the war that killed some 600,000 peaple,
according ta the African Union. Federal authotities car
nrd om several drone m—:bn in the mgu.m in .lugnlk

mber, targeting military positions, according
to QC D, an NGO that tracks conflicts, Officials have

month, Owmers of small cars with engines
up to B00ce will receive the Ral00 per it
relief on 30 fitres of petrol svery month.

by d an the strikes. “Nearly 300 TPLF Eght-
ers surrendered to forces stationed along the Tekeze
cortidor,” the federal army said on Facchook, named
after the river in northwestern and western Tigray.

Over 300 Tigray fighters
surrendered, says Ethiopia :

ADDIS ABABA: Some 300 members
el chu hawe mnemhmi to an:hnm.n xh:
id Friday, as fars mount of a return to the couf‘Bn

between 2020 and 2022,

TPLFmoe president Amanue| A sefa told AFP be could
not “comment on this kind of military imue”. The fight
ers who surrendered inclided divisional officers who
“handed over more than 280 individual and crew-served
s, arious types of ammunition”, the army said,
pubr:hmg photos of the weapons and scldiers.
According to the military, the men were Imhlp])r with
the “TPLF's preparations for war". “They also said they
oppoee d what they described as eblorts by TPLF leaders to
mecriit poung Tigrapans m bo war bo profect
themselwes fmm xconnnhhq- mmnem said. AFP
n.m{ buman rights NGO Human Rights Watch (HRW) have
rted a o of forced mmcruitment by the mgiomr
igrayan authoritiss, quating young men who 2 scaped | e
i i whe = they were taken against their will, ar
mﬁm ek s 1

:;:mbrhﬁm-vdpew

boats and arriving with very
hugdixdud-mnuon
theing are Yemeni families
weeking refuge in Djibout, but

rminily from Btbiopia, head

T e
ally, sutharities in Sconafibed
and Puctland hase aleo mport
od increased arrivals from Y m
eu.mrlﬁng'ﬁmgn)dng!

retumeen,
thnnghumbemmmdz
hundeeds o now,

mid. UN agencies rhlcnbed
the lakest fighting as being a
crisia on top of multiple crise Ms

.hcmnf.um_m.
and economy hawe besn shat

nemdmndalmgavilnrbe-
mbmndmmmmnp

- b e
‘Houthis crested one of world’s
bigge ot huimanitarian crisss.

Good news for
Afghan students
studying in Pakistan

The notification also barred medical and
dental collepes from granting admission
or placement to Afghan students
for the current academic session

DNa

LAHORE: The Labors High Court (LHC) en Friday extend-
.d the mm of a Pakistan Medical and Dental Council

ing country after the | the
bod; md.mmghtmw time to submit r]mrwpln
The PMIC issned a notification on Sepiember 1, directing
Afghan medical studentsenrolled in P-gnm colleges to r=-
Earn bo an. The notification alea barred medical
and dental colleges from granting admission or placement
Al stude nis for the cune=nt academic session. Subse-
quently, a set of petitions against the directive wos fled by 13
.Mghm nmhm- enmlled at different institutions in Lahore,

luding King Echard Medical University, Shaikch Khaii

Bﬁn Zayed Al Nahyan Medical and Dental College and the
Services Institute of Medical Scie nces, oo September 10
At the last hearing on Sept 11, LHC's nnnne Ehalid Ish-
aq had sought repl s from the = including the
PMOC, the health ministry and the vice chnn:ell-on of the
medical varsities and colleges in question.
Bt the lawpers for the PMDC and the University of Health
Sclences, appeared before the court on Friday, and songht
‘more tme to furnish their written replies.
The Judge allowed their requests and adjotrned the
hearing for a date to be fixed later. Dnﬂni’bg heﬂr—

ing, Justice Inhaq also heard a plea Hled

n medical graduates cn Thursday. The petitioners
E:'fd it o bl (ol v
the 2021-2026 session under the HEC-administe rmd
Allama Iqbal Schalarship, but the FMDC had left their
registration lehcnlom undecided for months.
Ti: petitionsrs argied in their plea that without

Hpumum. they could pot enrol in the manda-

mq- yeardong house job required to practice medicine,
which sffsctively stalled their carsers despite havi
fulfilled their academic requirements. They conh:nd:‘g
that PMDC's own 2025 regulations granted graduating
students a right to a house job placeme nt at their affil-
ated teaching hospital. and that the council’s i
2022 Act d’.l?uot epmpmr it to arder departagg';nn. g
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