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All-weather friendship

CPEC symbol of
lasting Pak-China
partnership: PM

He described China as Pakistan’s “iron brother” and paid
glowing tribute to Chinese President Xi Jinping for his
visionary leadership, under which China had achieved

remarkable economic and technological progress

ANSAR MaHMOOD BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday
termed Pakistan-China relations as “excellent” and reaf-
firmed Islamabad’s commitment to further strengthening
the strategic partnership between the two countries, saying
that the second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) was progressing in full swing and would provide
a major boost to Pakistan’s economic development.
Addressing a ceremony held to mark the 77th anniversa-
ry of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the
prime minister said the Pakistan-China friendship had
stood the test of time and remained a shining example of
mutual trust, cooperation and shared prosperity.

The event was attended by Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar, National Assembly Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, federal ministers, diplomats and senior govern-
ment officials. He described China as Pakistan’s “iron broth-
er” and paid glowing tribute to Chinese President Xi Jinping
for his visionary leadership, under which China had achieved
remarkable economic and technological progress.

“China is progressing by leaps and bounds in every field
and has emerged as a global economic powerhouse,” the
prime minister said. He congratulated President Xi, the
Chinese government and people on the national day cel-
ebrations. “I extend my heartfelt congratulations and best
wishes to President Xi Jinping, the government and the
people of China on this historic occasion,” he added.
Highlighting the significance of CPEC, Shehbaz Sharif
said the flagship Belt and Road Initiative project had trans-

Briefs

formed Pakistan’s infrastructure landscape and brought
prosperity to the country. He said CPEC symbolized the
enduring partnership between the two nations and was
entering a new phase focused on industrialization, agricul-
ture, information technology, science, energy cooperation
and the development of Gwadar as a regional trade hub.
The prime minister expressed optimism that CPEC
Phase-II would accelerate industrial growth, create em-
ployment opportunities and strengthen Pakistan’s eco-
nomic foundations. “We are committed to working close-
ly with China to realize our shared vision of development
and prosperity,” he said. Earlier, Chinese Ambassador
Jiang Zaidong said Pakistan and China were celebrating
the 75th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations, describing the milestone as a testament to the
enduring strength of the bilateral relationship. He said
the two countries remained “all-weather strategic coop-
erative partners” and continued to support each other
on issues of core national interest.

The ambassador expressed satisfaction over Pakistan’s im-
proving economic situation and praised the government’s
efforts to stabilize the economy. He also lauded Pakistan’s
constructive role in promoting regional peace and stability.
Jiang said the longstanding friendship between the
two countries had grown stronger with the passage
of time and would continue to deepen in the years
ahead through enhanced cooperation in trade, invest-
ment, technology and people-to-people exchanges.
The ceremony concluded with renewed pledges from
both sides to further expand bilateral cooperation and
strengthen the historic Pakistan-China friendship.

Atta Tarar says

ATC reissues
arrest warrants

for KP CM

ISLAMABAD: An An-
ti-Terrorism Court (ATC)
Wednesday reissued arrest
warrants for Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi and others in
the November 26 protest
case. ATC Judge Tahir Ab-
bas Sipra heard the case.

Pakistan won’t
allow India to
weaponize water

Minister warns India’s violation of IWT
could undermine transboundary water
governance and regional stability

The court was informed

pute, with the Permanent Court of Ar-

that police have not yet
submitted the challan
in the case, prompt-
ing the judge to ex-
press annoyance and
direct that the challan
be filed at the earliest.
The court reissued ar-
rest warrants for Sohail
Afridi and others, ad-
journing further hearing
of the case until Octo-
ber 9. It may be noted
that a case against PTI
leaders and workers is
registered at Margalla
Police Station. - APP

No date
extension of
tax returns
submission

Fiaz Cu

ISLAMABAD: The Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
(FBR) on Wednesday
refuted a notification
circulating in the media
claiming that it had ex-
tended its deadline to file
income tax returns for
2026, terming it “fake”.
“No such circular has
been issued by the FBR,”
the board’s spokesper-
son said on X. A notifica-
tion circulating on social
media on Wednesday
claimed that the deadline
had been extended until
Oct 15, as it had been
last year. It stated that
the extension was decid-
ed on “in view of the re-
quests from various trade
bodies, taxpayers and tax
bar associations”. Howev-
er, the FBR clarified that
the deadline for income
tax return submission
for the tax year 2026
(TY26) remains Sept 30.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Information Minister Attaul-
lah Tarar has rejected India’s attempts to
weaponise water, saying the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) cannot be unilaterally altered,
rescinded, revoked or held in abeyance.
Speaking at the launch of a special report ti-
tled “Weaponising Waters: Historical, Legal,
and Strategic Dimensions of IWT Suspen-
sion” at the Institute of Strategic Studies Is-
lamabad (ISSI), Tarar said Pakistan believes
in peace but would not allow India to use
water as a weapon. He said the IWT could
not be unilaterally changed or suspended,
adding that the Court of Arbitration had up-
held Pakistan’s position and strengthened
its legal argument that the treaty could not
be altered through unilateral action.

His remarks come amid the IWT dis-

bitration in The Hague ruling that the
agreement remains in force and order-
ing India to suspend hydro projects.

India placed the treaty in abeyance after
26 people were killed in Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir in April 2025,
accusing Pakistan of involvement. Pakistan
denied the allegation, while intense fighting
followed in May before a US-brokered cease-
fire. Tarar said Pakistan had approached
the issue diplomatically by engaging the in-
ternational community and presenting its
position before relevant forums. He recalled
that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, while
addressing the 81st United Nations Gener-
al Assembly, had described the IWT as the
lifeblood of the people and the region. The
prime minister had also warned that any

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD Chief Guest Prime Mlnlster of Pakistan Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar, Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Ambassador
of the People’s Republic of China Jiang Zaidong cutting cake to celebrate the
\_ 77th Anniversary of the Founding of the People’s Republic of China. — DNA J

Oil tanker
rescue: Pak
appalled over
10ss of lives

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is
deeply saddened by the
tragic loss of five crew
members during the op-
eration to recover the hi-
jacked vessel, MT Honour
25, off the coast of Somalia.
Among those who lost their
lives are three Pakistani
nationals: Rafi Ullah Khan,
Syed Kashif Umer and
Mahmood Ahmed Ansari.
The Government and peo-
ple of Pakistan extend their
deepest condolences to the
bereaved families. We share
their grief at this painful
time and pray for strength,
patience and comfort for the
families, and for the depart-
ed souls to rest in peace.

Continued on Page 06
Enemy of
Saudi Arabia
IS enemy
of Pakistan

MEenTAB P1RZADA

ISLAMABAD:Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif on
Wednesday said Pakistan
would stand by Saudi Ara-
bia against any threat, de-
claring that “any enemy of
Saudi Arabia is an enemy
of Pakistan”. According to
Al Jazeera, Asif condemned
Yemen’s Houthi group for
carrying out attacks against
the Kingdom and said that
said Pakistan had no doubt
that the Houthis were com-
mitting aggression against
Saudi Arabia and reiterated
that Islamabad would stand
by Riyadh against any threat.

Continued on Page 06

The United States and Iraq agreed in 2024 to wind down the coalition’s
mission, and its troops withdrew gradually from bases across the country,
restricting their presence to the autonomous northern Kurdistan region

NEews DEsk

WASHINGTON: A US-led coalition deployed in Iraq more
than a decade ago to fight militants concluded its mission
on Wednesday, a move celebrated by the country’s leaders,
but which some fear will embolden pro-Iran armed factions.
Coalition troops deployed to Iraq and Syria in 2014 to fight
the Daesh group, which had seized large swathes of territory,
committing massacres and forcing thousands of women and
children into slavery. The group was defeated in Iraq in 2017
and in Syria in 2019, but coalition forces stayed on to battle the
group’s remnants. The United States and Iraq agreed in 2024
to wind down the coalition’s mission, and its troops withdrew
gradually from bases across the country, restricting their pres-
ence to the autonomous northern Kurdistan region.

On Wednesday, the US announced the mission’s formal con-
clusion. “Today, the United States and our Coalition partners
formally concluded Operation Inherent Resolve in Iraq, con-
sistent with the September 2024 US-Iraq joint statement and
US national interests,” the Pentagon said in a statement.

Continued on Page 06

Massive Russian drone
attack on UKraine

NEews DEsSkK

KYIV: A “massive” Russian attack killed at least eight
people in Kyiv overnight, including seven at a railways
depot, officials said Tuesday, as Moscow pressed its
air campaign on the Ukrainian capital and surround-
ing areas. The strikes came as children were set to
return to school after summer holidays and as author-
ities tightened security measures following weeks of
intensified Russian attacks on the capital.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said eight people were
killed and five wounded, including two children, in
the overnight bombardment, which included ballis-
tic missiles and drones. Oleksandr Pertsovskyi, chief
executive of Ukrainian Railways, said a missile hit
a railway depot and other railway facilities in Kyiv.

Continued on Page 06

Emergency in
KP ‘on cards’,
claims minister

Tariq Fazal Chaudhry links proposed emergency to failure to curb
terrorism in province; The remarks came amid heightened political
tensions between the federal and KP governments, as PTI prepares

for its October 4 long march towards Islamabad. The party had
postponed the march from September 27 to October 4

ANSAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs Tariq Fazal Chaudhry said
that the Centre is “seriously considering”
imposing an emergency in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa over the “worsening security situa-
tion in the province”. Speaking to journalists
at Parliament House on Wednesday, the min-
ister said that the government is considering
the imposition of emergency under Article
232 of the Constitution, citing the KP gov-
ernment’s alleged failure to curb terrorism.

Continued on Page 06

PPP backs governor’s
rule in KP

Governor’s rule could be
imposed in case of provincial govt’s
failure, says Nayyar Bukhari

FArsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Par-
ty (PPP) Secretary General Nayyar
Bukhari on Wednesday said that his

Continued on Page 06

Security forces say

Five India-backed terrorists
killed in KP, Balochistan

Security forces Kkill three
militants in North Waziristan,
one terrorist in Balochistan’s

Surab district, say sources

NEws DESK

ISLAMABAD: Security forces Killed
four India-backed terrorists during mul-
tiple operations conducted in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Balochistan,
security sources said on Wednesday.
Security forces said that three Fitna
al-Khawarij terrorists were Killed in
an intelligence-based operation in Mir
Ali, North Waziristan. A large cache of
weapons and ammunition was also re-
covered after the terrorists were killed,
while security forces also destroyed

Continued on Page 06
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HC can’t decide
merits after declaring
writ petition non-
maintainable: FCCP

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Constitu-
tional Court of Pakistan (FCCP) has
held that a High Court, after finding
a constitutional petition non-main-
tainable, cannot proceed to decide
the merits of the dispute, as binding
judicial precedents do not confer ju-
risdiction where none exists.

A two-member bench comprising
Justice Aamer Farooq and Justice Ali
Baqar Najafi allowed a petition filed
by the Chief Executive Officer, Suk-
kur Electric Power Company (SEP-
CO), and converted it into an appeal.
The court observed that SEPCO
employees whose service conditions
were not governed by statutory ser-
vice rules having the force of law
could not invoke the constitutional
jurisdiction of the High Court over
disputes concerning promotion or

disciplinary penalties.

The case arose from a Sindh High

their promotion.

the

therefore

Court judgment concerning SEPCO
employees who had been award-
ed minor penalties of censure and
claimed that these penalties were
being treated as an impediment to

The High Court had held that
employees’
petition was not maintainable.
However, it proceeded to exam-
ine the merits and observed that
censure could not prevent their
promotion. The FCCP held that
once the High Court had conclud-
ed that it lacked jurisdiction, it
was required to stop there. Its
subsequent findings on the effect
of censure on promotion were
legally
and had no legal effect.

The court clarified that the dis-
tinction between employees gov-
erned by statutory service rules and

those whose service is regulated by
contract or non-statutory service
policy was material. In the latter
case, disputes concerning appoint-
ment, promotion and disciplinary

matters ordinarily fell within the

constitutional

unwarranted

applicable service policy and con-
tractual framework.

The court noted that SEPCO’s
service policy treated
as a minor penalty carrying a de-
duction of three marks in deter-
mining comparative merit for pro-
motion. Whether the policy had
been correctly applied could not
be examined in constitutional ju-
risdiction when the petition itself
was non-maintainable. The FCCP
modified the High Court judgment
accordingly, affirmed its finding
that the constitutional petition was
non-maintainable, and set aside its
findings on the merits.—DNA

censure

KP govt for
ensuring
accessihility
forPWDS in
huildings

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa government has
directed public and private
institutions to ensure safe,
convenient and barrierfree
access to buildings and essen-
tial services for persons with
disabilities.

The directive was issued by the
Department of Social Welfare,
Special Education and Women
Empowerment here on the
instructions of Advisor to the
Chief Minister Malik Liagat
Ali Khan, following concerns
raised by persons with disabili-
ties during his visits to various
districts. The department has
asked all administrative sec-
retaries, commissioners and
deputy commissioners to en-
sure that government offices,
public places and other essen-
tial facilities provide independ-
ent access to persons with dis-
abilities. The institutions have
been directed to install accessi-
ble ramps and suitable slopes,
provide handrails and ensure
entrances and doors are de-
signed to facilitate wheelchair
users, according to the official
communication—APP

Ayub Teaching
Hospital
reattaches
severed hand

ABBOTTABAD: A specialized
medical team of the Depart-
ment of Orthopedics at Ayub
Teaching Hospital has suc-
cessfully performed a complex
hand replantation surgery, de-
scribed as the first of its kind in
the medical history of Hazara
Division.According to hospital
sources, Muhammad Saeed, a
resident of Havelian, suffered
complete amputation of his
hand after it was caught in a
saw machine. He was shifted
to Ayub Teaching Hospital in
critical condition. The orthope-
dic surgical team performed a
severalhourlong complex op-
eration to reattach the severed
hand. Following the surgery,
movement has started re-
turning to the patient’s hand,
indicating a positive initial re-
sponse to the procedure. The
successful surgery marks a sig-
nificant medical achievement
for Ayub Teaching Hospital
and reflects the expertise of its
medical team and the availabil-
ity of advanced surgical-APP

CDNS achieves
Rs10b Islamic

finance bond target

ISLAMABAD, Sep 30
(APP): The Central Direc-
torate of National Savings
(CDNS) achieved its an-
nual target of Rs10 billion
through Islamic finance
bonds in fiscal year 2026-
27, reflecting continued
growth in demand for Sha-
riah-compliant investment
products.

The achievement reflects
the CDNS’s growing focus
on Islamic finance and its
efforts to expand inter-
estfree investment oppor-
tunities for individual and
institutional investors.

The institution has set an
overall target of Rs60 billion
for mobilization through Is-
lamic investment products
during FY2026-27, as part
of its strategy to further

strengthen Shariah-compli-
ant savings options in the
country, a senior official
of CDNS told APP here on
Wednesday.

The target follows strong
performance in the previ-
ous fiscal year, when the
CDNS mobilized Rs61 bil-
lion through Islamic invest-
ment products during the
first 11 months of FY2025-
26, against an annual target
of Rs55 billion.

A senior CDNS official said
the higher mobilization re-
flected increasing demand
for interest-free investment
options among investors.
The official said the CDNS
had given greater attention
to Islamic finance, while
the positive response from
investors had encouraged
the institution to further ex-

pand its Sha
product portfolio.
Islamic bonds and Shari-
ah-compliant savings cer-
tificates have emerged as
important components
of the CDNS’s Islamic in-
vestment portfolio. These
instruments provide inves-
tors with investment ave-
nues consistent with Islam-
ic principles while helping
channel domestic savings
into economic activity.

The CDNS mobilized Rs24
billion through Islamic in-
vestments during FY2024-
25, while nearly Rs75
billion was raised through
Islamic bonds in FY2023-
24. Officials said the insti-
tution was also pursuing
reforms to improve access
to Islamic investment prod-
ucts. —APP

compliant

SIFC discusses investment
reforms with GB CM

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council (SIFC), Jamil
Ahmed Qureshi and his team held a detailed
meeting with Chief Minister Gilgit-Balti-
stan, Amjad Hussain to discuss investment
facilitation, regulatory reforms and meas-
ures to promote economic activity in the
region. According to SIFC press release is-
sued here Wednesday, the team briefed the
Chief Minister on the government’s key
priorities of investment facilitation and reg-
ulatory reforms, being advanced across the
country through the Asaan Karobar Act.
The initiative aims to streamline regulatory
processes, facilitate businesses and create
a more conducive environment for invest-
ment and economic growth. The Chief
Minister apprised the SIFC delegation that

the Asaan Karobar Act would shortly be
taken up by the Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly,
reflecting the region’s commitment to ad-
vancing business facilitation and regulatory
reforms. The meeting also focused on pro-
moting industrialization in Gilgit-Baltistan
and exploring opportunities for investment
through Special Economic Zones (SEZs).
SIFC highlighted its role in facilitating in-
vestors, coordinating with relevant stake-
holders and supporting the development
of commerecially viable investment opportu-
nities. SIFC reaffirmed its commitment to
working closely with the GB government to
unlock the region’s investment potential,
strengthen the business environment and
facilitate investors through coordinated in-
stitutional support.—APP

PU ICET organises
seminar on paint industry

LAHORE: Punjab University’s Institute of Chemical Engineering & Technology (ICET)
organised a special lecture on “The Paint Industry: Processes, Products and Practical Ap-
plications” to provide students with practical insights into the paint and surface coatings
industry. Director ICET Prof. Dr. Syed Nadir Hussain welcomed distinguished alumnus
Engr. Ahmed Asif Mirza, ICET Batch 1964, and highlighted his professional career and
contributions to the paint and surface coatings industry. Speaking to the students, Engr.
Ahmed Asif Mirza shared his extensive industrial experience and discussed paint manu-
facturing, raw materials, products, applications and the role of chemical engineers in the
industry. He emphasized the promotion of startups and entrepreneurship through local
expertise and innovation. Engr. Mirza also stressed the importance of social responsibility
and giving back to one’s alma mater by sharing knowledge and professional experience
with students. Faculty members and students attended the lecture. Later, Prof. Dr. Syed
Nadir Hussain presented a souvenir to Engr. Mirza as a gesture of appreciation. —APP

Bugti, Saleem discuss
inter-provincial ties

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti said the people and
security forces of Balochistan had rendered immense sacrifices for
establishing peace in the province. He said Balochistan was moving

LAHORE: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
called on Punjab Governor Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
at Governor’s House here on Wednesday.

The meeting discussed the overall situation in the coun-
try, inter-provincial relations, law and order, develop-
ment projects and matters of public interest.

Speaking on the occasion, Governor Punjab Sardar Sal-
eem Haider Khan said Balochistan was an integral part
of Pakistan and its development and prosperity were
closely linked with the progress of the entire country.
He said the people of Balochistan had deep affection
for their province and the country, adding that balanced
development of all four provinces was essential for na-
tional progress. The governor said the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) government had initiated development pro-
jects in Balochistan. He said the PPP believed in public

service and had consistently struggled for the rights of

towards progress and development

the people. He added that the essence of politics was
serving the people and resolving their issues in practi-
cal terms. He also expressed confidence in the political
prospects of PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in
the upcoming elections. The governor commended the
security forces for their successful operations against
terrorists in Balochistan. Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said the people and security forces of
Balochistan had rendered immense sacrifices for estab-
lishing peace in the province. He said Balochistan was
moving towards progress and development. He added
that certain anti-state elements were attempting to cre-
ate unrest and chaos in the province, but they would
never succeed in their designs. The chief minister also
appreciated Governor Sardar Saleem Haider Khan for
opening Governor House Lahore to the public and com-
mended his efforts for serving the people.—DNA
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ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC)’s
Chief Justice Sardar Mu-
hammad Sarfraz Dogar,
along with other judges on
Wednesday inaugurated a
Media Centre at the high
court.

Justice Muhammad Azam
Khan and Justice Raja In-
aam Ameen Minhas also
attended the inauguration
ceremony.

Addressing the ceremony,
Chief Justice Sardar Sar-
fraz Dogar congratulated
the media fraternity, say-
ing, “I congratulate our
friends in the media.”

“We are inaugurating the
High Court Media Centre
today for a free media,”
he said, adding: “Whether
you criticize or praise us,
you are free.”

Prosecutor General Man-
zoor Ahmed Jajja and Ad-
ditional Attorney General
Rashid Hafeez also attend-
ed the ceremony.

Yar Muhammad Wlana,
Additional Registrar Noor
Muhammad Mirza, and
Deputy Registrar were
also present at the inaugu-
ration.

High Court Bar President
Wajid Gilani and General
Secretary Barrister Qasim
Nawaz Abbasi also attend-
ed the event.

Law officers and court re-
porters of the Islamabad
High Court Journalists As-
sociation were also pres-
ent at the ceremony.

National
sample
referral

guidelines

ISLAMABAD, Sep 30
(APP): A two-day techni-
cal workshop reviewed
the National Guidelines
for Sample Collection and
Sample Referral Mecha-
nisms to strengthen di-
agnostic surveillance and
national health security
across Pakistan.

The workshop was organ-
ized under the Pandem-
ic Fund in collaboration
with the World Health
Organization (WHO) and
brought together public
health experts, provincial
representatives and sen-
ior technical officials from
the National Institute of
Health (NIH).

Participants reviewed the
existing guidelines and
discussed measures to im-
prove sample collection,
transportation and refer-
ral mechanisms, with a
focus on developing stand-
ardized and effective diag-
nostic networks.
Provincial representa-
tives shared field-level
challenges, resource
requirements and local
infrastructure  consid-
erations to ensure that
the revised guidelines
reflected operational re-
alities across different
parts of the country.
Senior experts from
NIH and WHO provid-
ed technical input on
strengthening diagnos-
tic referral systems,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of standardized
laboratory networks for
timely detection and
response during public
health emergencies.
The recommendations
emerging from the
workshop will contrib-
ute to the finalization
of national guidelines
and support efforts to
develop resilient and
integrated laboratory
networks under national
health security initia-
tives and the Pandemic
Fund framework.—APP

Afridi opens
Hayatabad Toll
Plaza underpass

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Chief Minister
Muhammad Sohail Afridi
on Wednesday inaugu-
rated the Hayatabad Toll
Plaza underpass, a Rsl.6
billion project completed
in 90 days to improve traf-
fic flow between De Tour
Road on the Bara side and
Ring Road. The 500-me-
tre-long underpass, includ-
ing a 130-metre barrel, has
two lanes and 665 piles. It
is designed to provide a di-
rect route for traffic from

De Tour Road towards
Ring Road and ease con-
gestion at the Hayatabad
Toll Plaza and adjoining
roads. The project is ex-
pected to reduce unneces-
sary traffic stoppages and
delays, facilitate smoother
movement of vehicles and
improve traffic manage-
ment in Hayatabad and
surrounding areas.

Its completion will also
help reduce traffic pres-
sure in the area and save
commuters’ time by pro-

viding a more direct route
towards Ring Road.
Members of the provincial
cabinet, including Meena
Khan Afridi, Shafi Jan,
Mian Umar Kakakhel and
Adil Igbal, attended the
inauguration  ceremony
along with members of
the National Assembly, in-
cluding Junaid Akbar and
Asif Khan, other elected
parliamentarians from
Peshawar, party leaders
and a large number of citi-
zens.—APP

Campaign
against 1llegal
commercialization
intensified

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad
Development Authority
(FDA) has intensified the
ongoing campaign against
illegal commercialization in
FDA-controlled residential
colonies. In this regard, en-
forcement teams have been
directed to ensure strict im-
plementation of the commer-
cialization policy and take
effective measures for the
recovery of prescribed charg-
es and imposed penalties
in cases involving the com-
mercialization of residential
properties. A meeting to
review progress on these
matters was held under the
chairmanship of Additional

Director General FDA Qa-
iser Abbas Rind. Directors
Town Planning Asma Mohsin
and Afnan Saeed Sindhu, Di-
rector Estate Management-I
Junaid Hassan Manj, Depu-
ty Director Finance Adnan
Shehzad, Deputy Director
IT Abdullah Noor and other
concerned officers attend-
ed the meeting. Reviewing
the progress of the ongoing
campaign against illegal com-
mercialization of properties
in FDA-controlled residential
colonies, including Katchi
Abadis, the Additional Direc-
tor General FDA emphasized
that departmental measures
must be implemented with-

out any leniency or delay to
ensure that the use of resi-
dential properties for com-
mercial purposes remains
within the legal framework.
He directed that applica-
tions received for commer-
cialization of properties be
processed expeditiously
and stressed that applicants
should be provided with nec-
essary facilitation and com-
prehensive guidance so they
can complete the commer-
cialization process within the
stipulated timeframe and in
accordance with prescribed
rules and regulations. Qaiser
Abbas Rind stated that pre-
venting illegal commercial
activities while extending
possible facilitation to prop-
erty owners who fulfill legal
requirements is among FDA’'s
key priorities. To achieve this
objective, effective coordina-
tion and cooperation among
the relevant departments
should be further strength-
ened to eliminate unneces-
sary delays in the scrutiny of
applications.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

OCTOBER

Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of
Korea
Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of
Korea
National Foundation

Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day

Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United
Nations
United Nations Day

Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day

Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmeni-
stan
Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech
Republic
National Day

Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day
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Institutional collaboration
key to Islamabad’s progress

Welfare of workers and progress of trade and industry go hand in hand: Ch. Muhammad Yasin

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) and the
CDA Labour Union on Thursday agreed
to strengthen institutional cooperation
for addressing civic and business-relat-
ed challenges, reaffirming their shared
commitment to promoting a cleaner,
more efficient and investment-friendly
federal capital. The understanding was
reached during the visit of a CDA Labour
Union delegation led by its President
Aurangzeb Khan and Secretary General
Chaudhry Muhammad Yasin to the Cham-
ber here on Thursday.

Welcoming the delegation, ICCI Presi-
dent Sardar Tahir Mehmood said that the
prosperity of Islamabad is intrinsically
linked with the efficiency of its civic in-
stitutions and the vibrancy of its business
community. He observed that sustainable
economic growth requires quality munic-
ipal services, modern infrastructure and
a business-friendly environment capable
of attracting investment and generating
employment. He highly appreciated the
dedication and hard work of CDA em-
ployees in maintaining and improving the
capital’s civic infrastructure and assured
the delegation that ICCI would continue
to work closely with all public institutions
for the collective development of Islam-
abad. Secretary General of the CDA La-
bour Union Chaudhry Muhammad Yasin
thanked the ICCI leadership for the warm
welcome and appreciated the Chamber’s
consistent efforts in safeguarding the in-
terests of the business community. He
said that the welfare of workers and the
progress of trade and industry go hand in
hand, adding that effective coordination
between the CDA Labour Union and ICCI
would help resolve civic issues more effi-

ciently and contribute to making Islama-
bad a model capital.

Reaffirming that the CDA Labour Union
firmly believes in democratic, consti-
tutional and peaceful struggle, he added
that CDA employees played a pivotal role
in building , maintaining and beautifying
the federal capital , therefore they deserve
dignity , improved working conditions and
adequate welfare facilities and that all the
issues relating to them should be resolved
through constructive dialogue rather than
unilaterally.

Chairman ICCI Founder Group Sheikh
Tariq Sadiq and former President Khalid Ja-

vaid said that regular engagement between
civic institutions and the private sector is
essential for ensuring uninterrupted mu-
nicipal services and facilitating commercial
activities.

Assad Mehmood General Secretary Pak-
sitan Workers Federation, Mohammad Ri-
zwan additional Deputy General Secretary
also shared their views on the occasion.
ICCI executive member Mirza Mohammad
Ali in his vote of thanks said that ICCI firm-
ly believes in collective action to address
civic challenges and enhance the ease of
doing business.

The session was moderated by former Sen-

ior Vice President Khalid Chaudhry by reaf-
firming Chamber’s resolve to work closely
with the CDA Labour Union for the welfare
of workers, the business community and
the overall development of Islamabad.
Those present on the occasion included ex-
ecutive members Imran Minhas, Malik Na-
jeeb, former Senior Vice President Malik
Naveed, Vice President Ashfaq Chattah,
Chairman ICCI Real Estate Committee
Israr-ul-Haq Mashwani, representatives
of different Traders Welfare Associations.
CDA Labour Union Patron-in-Chief Haji
Sabir, Supreme leader Mirza Saeed and
other were also present.

to modern international
standards.

He directed NHA to en-
gage foreign experts for
improved road engineering
and better highway design.
He said that NHA’s engi-
neering staff should adopt
international best practic-
es and develop motorways
that are safer and more
comfortable for motorists.
During the high-level

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Communica-
tions Abdul Aleem Khan
on Wednesday said the
National Highway Author-
ity (NHA) had successful-
ly achieved the revenue
enhancement target set
two years ago, enabling
it to undertake new road
projects through revenues
generated from existing
sources.

Chairing a high-level re-
view meeting of the NHA,
the minister reviewed
ongoing and proposed
projects of the National
Highway Authority reve-
nue enhancement, road
safety and developmental
programmes, said a press
release.The meeting dis-
cussed in detail progress
on various projects as well
as financial matters.The
minister said that major
projects expected to be
completed in the com-
ing months including the
Lodhran-Multan Express-
way, expansion of the
Pindi Bhattian-Faisalabad
Motorway and Peshawar
Northern Bypass which

would be inaugurated by
the Prime Minister.

He said that work on the
Sialkot-Kharian =~ Motor-
way was also progressing
rapidly while construction
work had commenced on
the Karachi-Quetta-Cha-
man Pakistan Expressway
(N-25). Expressing concern
over the poor condition of
the Lahore-Gujranwala GT
Road, Aleem Khan direct-
ed the NHA Authorities to
take immediate measures to
improve the road condition
and provide relief to citizens
travelling on this important
route.

The minister directed
NHA officials to ensure
road safety through im-
proved engineering in the
construction of new high-
ways, stressing that the
complete protection of hu-
man lives must remain the
top priority.

He expressed reserva-
tions about the design of
the M-4 and other high-
ways, emphasizing that
Pakistan’s roads should be
green, safe, comfortable
and designed according

meeting, Federal Minister
Abdul Aleem Khan was
briefed on the availability
of funds for the M-6 Motor-
way, ongoing projects under
the Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme (PSDP)
and NHA projects underway
across all four provinces.
The meeting was informed
that the NHA manages
only 3.13 per cent of the
country’s road network,
yet more than 80 percent
of the country’s traffic
moves on this network.
The meeting was further
informed that NHA would
soon give the Prime Minis-
ter a detailed presentation
on the Authority’s perfor-
mance over the past two
and a half years.

Federal Secretary for
Communications and
Chairman NHA also

briefed the meeting on
the progress of various
ongoing and proposed
projects.The meeting also
decided to contact Feder-
al Government for funding
of Rs.108 billion rupees
for NHA Projects in Ba-
lochistan.—APP

Pakistan
participates
in WHO drug
monitoring

meeting

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan par-
ticipated in the 44th annual
meeting of the World Health
Organization Programme for
International Drug Monitor-
ing (WHO PIDM), held in
Costa Rica, with a focus on
strengthening pharmacovig-
ilance, risk communication
and patient safety. Repre-
senting Pakistan, Drug Reg-
ulatory Authority of Pakistan
(DRAP) Director Pharmacy
Services Dr Akhtar Abbas
Khan moderated a session
on “Communication as a Risk
Minimization Tool.” The ses-
sion provided an opportunity
for participants to exchange ex-
periences and discuss the role
of effective communication
in strengthening pharmacov-
igilance and minimizing risks
associated with medicines and
vaccines. Pakistan, as a mem-
ber state of the WHO PIDM,
participated in discussions
aimed at improving medicine
safety through timely, evi-
dence-based communication
and stronger monitoring
systems. DRAP empha-
sized its commitment to
strengthening pharmacov-
igilance in Pakistan and
promoting effective risk
communication among rel-
evant stakeholders.—APP

Retired Federal
Secretaries

birdied on
Sector F-14/F-15

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of retired Federal Secretaries
visited the Federal Government Employees Housing Au-
thority (FGEHA) on Wednesday, where they were given a
detailed briefing on FGEHA’s important housing project,
Sector F-14/F-15.

On behalf of the Authority, Director IT Asim Ameer
briefed the distinguished retired Federal Secretaries in de-
tail regarding Sector F-14/F-15. Director General FGEHA,
Capt. (R) Zafar Igbal, was also present on the occasion.
The briefing covered the current status of the project, on-
going development works, infrastructure, various issues
being faced by allottees, and other important aspects re-
lating to the progress of the project. The retired Federal
Secretaries took keen interest in the briefing and raised
various questions regarding Sector F-14/F-15.

They also shared their valuable views and suggestions
concerning the development and completion of the project
and the provision of facilities to the allottees. In light of
their extensive administrative experience, the members
of the delegation also offered useful suggestions on vari-
ous matters. All Directors and relevant senior officers of
the Authority were also present at the meeting and par-
ticipated in the briefing and question-and-answer session.
On the occasion, Director General FGEHA Capt. (R) Zafar
Igbal welcomed the distinguished retired Federal Secre-
taries and stated that Sector F-14/F-15 is one of the Au-
thority’s important housing projects. He said that FGEHA
is taking all possible measures to accelerate the develop-
ment works and ensure progress on the project.

He further stated that provision of better residential facil-
ities to the allottees and timely completion of the project
remain among the Authority’s key priorities.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Director General FGE-
HA Capt. (R) Zafar Igbal thanked the retired Federal
Secretaries for visiting the Authority, participating in the
briefing and sharing their valuable suggestions.—DNA

PM&DC
clarifies
position
on medical
education
seats

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Medical and Dental Council
(PM&DC) has clarified that
the recognition of medical
and dental colleges is grant-
ed strictly in accordance with
the applicable legal and reg-
ulatory framework and pre-
scribed standards.

According to council spokes-
person, the PM&DC has ap-
proved 1,400 seats in public
sector medical and dental
colleges in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Balochistan, Islam-
abad Capital Territory and
Punjab in view of the national
need to increase opportuni-
ties for meritorious students.
The initiative aims to facili-
tate access to medical educa-
tion for students from under-
privileged regions and help
prevent deserving students
from seeking medical educa-
tion opportunities abroad.
He said the PM&DC is com-
mitted to facilitating students
by promoting access to af-
fordable and quality medical
and dental education within
Pakistan, enabling them to
pursue their professional ed-
ucation in the country rather
than seeking opportunities
abroad. He added the im-
pression that private-sector
medical colleges have been
permitted more seats than
public-sector medical colleg-
es is incorrect. He said the
council applies the same
regulatory standards to med-
ical and dental institutions,
irrespective of their public or
private sector status. —APP

Workshop
reviews
national
sample
referral

guidelines

ISLAMABAD: A two-day
technical workshop re-
viewed the National Guide-
lines for Sample Collec-
tion and Sample Referral
Mechanisms to strengthen
diagnostic surveillance and
national health security
across Pakistan.

The workshop was organ-
ized under the Pandemic
Fund in collaboration with
the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and brought
together public health ex-
perts, provincial represent-
atives and senior technical
officials from the National
Institute of Health (NIH). Par-
ticipants reviewed the exist-
ing guidelines and discussed
measures to improve sample
collection, transportation and
referral mechanisms, with a
focus on developing standard-
ized and effective diagnostic
networks Provincial represent-
atives shared fieldlevel chal-
lenges, resource requirements
and local infrastructure
considerations to ensure
that the revised guidelines
reflected operational reali-
ties across different parts of
the country. Senior experts
from NIH and WHO pro-
vided technical input on
strengthening diagnostic
referral systems._APP

Federal, provinces principally
agree to hold Gandhara moot

The participants observed that the conference could provide an opportunity to project Pakistan’s
cultural heritage internationally and strengthen cultural and people-to-people ties with Buddhist
countries. They also proposed cultural programmes and other activities alongside the conference to
offer international visitors and Buddhist monks a broader experience of Pakistan’s diverse heritage

ISLAMABAD: The federal and provincial governments on Wednes-
day principally agreed to move ahead with preparations for holding an
International Gandhara Conference in Pakistan in 2026, with a focus on
showcasing the country’s rich Buddhist heritage and strengthening cul-

tural ties with Buddhist-majority countries.

The decision came at a meeting chaired by Federal Minister for National
Heritage and Culture Aurangzeb Khan Khichi to review arrangements
and opportunities for holding the conference, proposed on the directions
of the Prime Minister. The meeting also agreed that the proposal would
be submitted to the government for approval, keeping in view the ongo-
ing austerity campaign. Further consultations among federal and provin-

cial stakeholders would follow to finalise the arrangements.

The minister directed that a comprehensive plan be prepared ahead of
the conference identifying Buddhist heritage sites and other important
places to be visited by international participants and tourists, enabling
the relevant authorities to make necessary arrangements well in ad-
vance. He asked Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Gandhara Task
Force Imran Shokat to consult the governments of Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in this regard. The participants proposed developing and
presenting Buddhist heritage sites on the pattern of established religious
heritage destinations, with improved preservation, visitor facilities and
interpretation to attract international pilgrims and tourists. Managing Di-

rector Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) Aftab Rana
described the conference as a multi-stakeholder initiative and called for
the involvement and suggestions of all relevant institutions. He also
proposed exploring direct air links between Pakistan and Buddhist-major-
ity countries to facilitate international visitors, noting that many travellers
currently rely on connecting flights through Middle Eastern countries. He
said Pakistan already maintained broader ties with these countries through
educational and student exchange programmes, while direct air links could
further promote peopleto-people contacts. The Federal Minister expressed
support for exploring direct flights between Pakistan and relevant Buddhist
countries. Secretary National Heritage and Culture Asad Rehman Gillani
said the Ministry would consult all relevant stakeholders and institutions to
ensure coordinated arrangements for the conference. Aurangzeb Khan Khi-
chi said the conference could also provide an opportunity to organise a range
of cultural and heritagerelated activities alongside the main event, contribut-
ing to economic activity and revenue generation. He said several Buddhist
countries had expressed interest in visa-on-arrival facilities and stressed the
important role of the Ministry of Interior in this regard. He added that he had
already written to the Ministries of Interior and Foreign Affairs on the mat-
ter. The minister also asked the Ministry of Foreign Affairs representative
to obtain relevant information and support from Pakistani diplomatic mis-
sions in Buddhist countries. He emphasised the need to provide modern fa-

cilities for international visitors, including suitable accommodation and food
arrangements, as well as digital and 3D experiences at historical sites. Imran
Shokat said he was in contact with the ambassadors of Thailand, Sri Lanka,
Cambodia, Vietnam and Nepal regarding the conference and related arrange-
ments. Provincial representatives welcomed the federal government’s deci-
sion to hold the conference and assured full cooperation and support for its
successful organisation. The participants observed that the conference could
provide an opportunity to project Pakistan’s cultural heritage internationally
and strengthen cultural and people-to-people ties with Buddhist countries.
They also proposed cultural programmes and other activities along-
side the conference to offer international visitors and Buddhist monks
a broader experience of Pakistan’s diverse heritage. The meeting also
discussed arrangements for visits by Buddhist monks and other confer-
ence participants to major Buddhist heritage sites, including Taxila and
Swat. Imran Shokat said consultations would also be held with Buddhist
monks regarding their proposed visits, adding that a large number of
monks were expected to participate in the conference. The meeting
was attended by Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Gandhara Task
Force Imran Shokat, Secretary National Heritage and Culture Asad
Rehman Gillani, Managing Director PTDC Aftab Rana, and senior of-
ficials from provincial archaeology and tourism departments, the
Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.—DNA
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Briefs

ISLAMABAD:Inspector
General of Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory (ICT) Police
Capt (Retd) Muhammad
Sohail Chaudhry visited
different police stations and
the F-6 Khidmat Markaz, di-
recting officers to improve
public services and ensure
quick resolution of citizens’
complaints.

An official told media on
Wednesday that the IGP
Sohail reviewed policing
matters and facilities being
provided to citizens at the
police stations. He also in-
spected cleanliness, official
records and other adminis-
trative matters.

Sohail  directed officers
to ensure timely action on
public complaints and fur-
ther improve service deliv-
ery at police stations.
During his visit to the F-6
Khidmat Markaz, the IGP
Sohail reviewed different fa-
cilities available to citizens
and directed officials to
make police services easier
and more effective.

He said transparency, merit
and timely action should be
ensured while providing po-
lice services to the public.
Improving police station
culture and promoting cit-
izenfriendly policing are
among our top priorities,
the IGP said.

Sohail also met citizens
during the visits and asked
them about their problems
and suggestions. Citizens
shared their concerns and
gave suggestions regarding
police services.—APP

TWG
reviews HIV,
Hepatitis C
prevention
steps

ISLAMABAD: The 4th
Technical Working Group
(TWG) meeting on HIV and
Hepatitis C was held at the
Ministry of National Health
Services, Regulations and
Coordination to review
measures for disease pre-
vention, infection control
and safe healthcare prac-
tices.

The meeting discussed key
areas including HIV and
Hepatitis C prevention, in-
fection prevention and con-
trol (IPC), and healthcare
waste management.
District Health Officer Is-
lamabad Dr Syeda Rashida
Batool shared updates on
the situation in Islamabad,
highlighting ongoing meas-
ures related to Hepatitis C
prevention, IPC, healthcare
waste management and oth-
er public health initiatives.
She briefed the participants
on efforts to strengthen
disease prevention, surveil-
lance and safe healthcare
practices in the federal
capital. The meeting also
reviewed measures to im-
prove coordination and
strengthen implementation
of public health interven-
tions related to HIV and
Hepatitis C. Participants
emphasized the importance
of effective infection pre-
vention and control prac-
tices and proper health-
care waste management
to reduce health risks and
prevent the spread of infec-
tions. The TWG meeting
provided a platform for re-
viewing progress, identify-
ing areas requiring further
attention and strengthening
coordinated efforts for im-
proved public health out
comes.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Senior Su-
perintendent of  Police
(SSP) Safe City Operations
Shehzada Umar Abbas on
Wednesday held a meet-
ing with representatives
of the Frontier Works Or-
ganization (FWO) to re-
view progress on ongoing
development projects at
Safe City Islamabad and
discuss future technical
work. An official told
media that Director IT
Atif Abbas and Director
Systems Faraz Memon
also attended the meet-
ing. During the meeting,
FWO representatives
gave a progress update
on the development pro-
jects currently underway
at Safe City Islamabad.
The participants also
discussed upcoming de-
velopment and technical
work, its timely comple-
tion and the future course
of action.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Shipping containers lined up along roadside to prevent a planned protest march by supporters of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), in the Federal Capital.

Promotion of
language key to

academic growth

Addressing the event, AIOU Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood said the Open University was taking practical measures
to promote national, regional and local languages and these efforts

would be further expanded

ISLAMABAD: Renowned educationist
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Nizamuddin, Si-
tara-i-Imtiaz, has said that promotion
of national, regional and local languag-
es is essential for academic and cul-
tural development.

He said quality education and re-
search in one’s own language not only
enhances students’ intellectual and
analytical abilities but also plays an
important role in preserving, develop-
ing and transmitting national languag-
es to future generations.

He was presiding over the National
TransVision Summit 2026, organ-
ized at Allama Igbal Open Universi-
ty (AIOU) on the occasion of World
Translation Day. Addressing the
event, AIOU Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Nasir Mahmood said the Open Univer-
sity was taking practical measures to
promote national, regional and local
languages and these efforts would be
further expanded. He said the univer-
sity had established the Centre for
Language and Translation Studies at
its main campus, which was conduct-
ing academic and research activities
to promote Translation Studies and
Applied Linguistics. He said a PhD in

also been launched under the Cen-
tre, while seminars and conferences
were being organized to promote
translations in different languages
and advance Translation Studies.

The Vice Chancellor said Gramora
had been introduced for promotion
of Urdu language. He added the
university was also considering es-
tablishment of computational infra-
structure and a publishing office to
bring linguistic research and trans-
lation in line with modern require-
ments. The speakers at the summit
said in view of the rapidly growing
influence of artificial intelligence
and digital technology, Pakistan
needed a comprehensive national
language policy for preservation and
promotion of translation, linguistics,
and national and regional languages.
Emphasizing the need to advance
Translation Studies as a systematic
academic and research movement,
the speakers said all relevant uni-
versities, institutions, experts and
researchers would have to work to-
gether to promote translation and
linguistic research in Pakistan. They
said AIOU, owing to its extensive ed-
ucational network, academic and re-

search capabilities, and nationwide
outreach, could play an important
role in promoting Translation Stud-
ies at the national level. The Nation-
al TransVision Summit was organ-
ized by AIOU’s Centre for Language
and Translation Studies in col-
laboration with the University of
Gujrat and other universities and
institutions. The summit aimed to
promote a national dialogue on the
interrelationship among Transla-
tion Studies, Applied Linguistics,
language technology, terminology
development, linguistic resources
and language policy.

Prof. Dr. Syeda Faleeha Zahra Ka-
zmi, Prof. Dr. M. Saleem Mazhar,
Dr. Alia Sohail Khan, Prof. Dr. Na-
jeeba Arif, Prof. Dr. Saadat Hasan
Saeed, Muhammad Hameed Shahid
and Dr. Ghulam Ali, along with other
linguists, translators, teachers, re-
searchers and intellectuals, partic-
ipated in the summit. They high-
lighted the need to preserve and
promote national and regional lan-
guages and to align translation and
linguistic research with contempo-
rary academic and technological

Applied Linguistics programme had

requirements.—DNA

SC sets aside
dismissal of PDA

employees

It further observed that where an
unlawful dismissal was set aside,
reinstatement generally carried
restoration of salary, allowances,

increments and other service
benefits for the intervening peri-
od, subject to lawful deductions or
exceptions

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court has set aside the dismiss-
al and subsequent compulsory retirement of two Peshawar
Development Authority (PDA) employees, ruling that de-
partmental proceedings were vitiated by denial of a fair and
meaningful opportunity of defence. A bench comprising Jus-
tice Rozi Khan Barrech and other judge(s) observed that the
allegations relied upon against the employees were materially
different from those contained in the original charge-sheets,
while they were also not provided an opportunity to cross-ex-
amine witnesses during the inquiry. The case related to an
alleged fraudulent transfer of a two-kanal plot in Hayatabad,
Peshawar. The employees were initially dismissed from ser-
vice, but the Peshawar High Court had converted the punish-
ment into compulsory retirement while maintaining the find-
ing of misconduct. The Supreme Court held that an employee
could not be punished for allegations that were not part of the
charge-sheet. If the case against an employee was materially
altered or enlarged during proceedings, he must be given an
effective opportunity to respond to the new allegations.

The court also noted that the alleged transfer of the plot was
intercepted before completion and no actual financial loss had
been caused to the PDA or the public exchequer.

It held that the defect in the disciplinary proceedings went
to the root of the matter and could not be cured mere-
ly by reducing the punishment. The court consequently
set aside the Peshawar High Court judgment and the
findings of misconduct and punishment against the pe-
titioners. It further observed that where an unlawful
dismissal was set aside, reinstatement generally carried
restoration of salary, allowances, increments and other
service benefits for the intervening period, subject to
lawful deductions or exceptions.—APP

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT)
Police Aabpara Police Sta-
tion team has arrested a
proclaimed offender wanted
in more than nine cases of
alleged financial embezzle-
ment and fraud registered
at different police stations of
the federal capital.

An official told APP on
Wednesday that the arrested
accused was identified as Us-
ama Qadeer, who had been
wanted by ICT Police in sev-
eral cases.

According to details, the ac-
cused was allegedly involved
in more than nine cases reg-
istered at Aabpara, Margalla,
Industrial Area, Shalimar and
Golra police stations. The
cases involved allegations of
financial embezzlement and
fraud, while the accused had
been declared a proclaimed
offender and was wanted by
police. Following his arrest,
further legal proceedings are
underway, the official add-
ed—APP

Leather goods
export rise
13.45% to
$118m

ISLAMABAD: The leather
goods exports witnessed an
increase of 13.45 percent
during the first two months
of the current financial year
(2026-27) as compared to the
exports of the corresponding
months of last year. Paki-
stan exported leather goods
worth US $118.372 million
during July-August (2026-
27) against the exports of
$104.337 million during Ju-
ly-August (2025-26), accord-
ing to the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS). Among the
leather products, exports of
leather garments increased
by 13.44 percent by going
up from $49.677 million last
year to $56.355 million dur-
ing the current year.

The leather gloves exports
also rose by 13.06 percent
to $59.208 million from
$52.368 million.

Likewise, the exports of all
other leather goods also in-
creased by 22.55 percent
during the period under re-
view as these went up from
$2.292 million last year to
$2.809 million during the
current financial year.
Meanwhile, yearonyear ba-
sis, leather goods’ exports
witnessed an increase of
10.61 percent during the
month of August 2026,
as compared to the same
month of last year. The
leather exports during Au-
gust 2026 were recorded
at $56.477 million against
the exports of $51.062 mil-
lion in August 2025. During
the period under review,
the leather garments and
gloves exports also in-
creased by 6.61 and 13.42
percent respectively, in ad-
dition, the exports of other
leather goods also rose by
34.86 percent._APP

SCO delegation
explores regional
disaster coop

SLAMABAD: A delegation of national coordinators and
senior representatives from Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation (SCO) member states visited the National Emergen-
cies Operation Centre (NEOC) at the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) headquarters here on
Wednesday to examine Pakistan’s disaster management
capabilities and explore stronger regional cooperation
in early warning, emergency response and disaster risk re-
duction. The delegation, comprising representatives from
Belarus, China, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Rus-
sia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, visited the NEOC in connec-
tion with the first meeting of the SCO Council of National
Coordinators (CNC) being held under Pakistan’s chairman-
ship. The NDMA team briefed the visiting representatives
on the NEOC’s operational capabilities and Pakistan’s shift
towards proactive disaster management, highlighting the
use of advanced digital technologies and data-driven sys-
tems for hazard monitoring, risk assessment, early warning
and informed decision-making. Chairman NDMA Lt Gen

Inam Haider Malik briefed the delegation on the authori-
ty’s initiatives to strengthen Pakistan’s disaster response
architecture and contribute to regional and global disaster
risk reduction efforts. The delegation was also apprised
of NDMA’s recent achievements, technological advance-
ments and plans to deploy next-generation technologies
to strengthen disaster early warning systems, improve
coordinated response mechanisms and ensure the time-
ly dissemination of authentic and actionable information
to the public. The briefing highlighted NDMA’s coordi-
nation with national leadership, its guidance framework for
provincial and local governments, and institutional linkag-
es with international disaster management authorities, re-
gional organisations, academia, humanitarian agencies and
other partners. The visiting representatives were given an
overview of Disaster Early Warning systems and mecha-
nisms for localised dissemination of warnings, as well as
measures to enhance preparedness and response to cli-
mate-related hazards and other complex disasters. Lt Gen
Inam Haider Malik emphasised the need to deepen cooper-
ation among SCO member states in disaster risk reduction,
early warning, knowledge exchange, capacity building and
coordinated emergency response. He proposed regionalising
proactive disaster management through standard disaster risk
reduction frameworks and expanding cooperation among SCO
countries to address the shared security challenges posed by cli-
mate change and regional vulnerabilities.—DNA

Plastic pollution requires
action beyond recycling: Sherry

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Vice Presi-
dent Senator Sherry Rehman Wednesday said that plastic
pollution should not be treated merely as a waste-man-
agement issue, stressing the need to address the entire
lifecycle of plastic from production and consumption to
disposal and recycling. Addressing the ICEPP Parlia-
mentary Forum for Exchange on Plastic Pollution via
Zoom, she said more than 9 billion tonnes of plastic had
been produced globally, while only around nine percent
of plastic waste was recycled. She said recycling alone
could not resolve the problem as plastic production and
consumption continued to increase. Plastic production
also contributed around 3.4 percent of global green-
house gas emissions, she added. Senator Sherry Reh-
man said Pakistan faced a major implementation gap
regarding laws regulating single-use plastics. Alongside
legislation, effective enforcement and affordable alter-
natives were essential, she stressed. She said Pakistan’s
waste collection and disposal system was struggling to
cope with the growing volume of plastic waste. Instead
of placing the entire burden on consumers, affordable
and environmentally friendly alternatives should be
made available. The senator warned that plastic pollu-
tion had become a serious threat to rivers, coastal areas

and waterways. She said plastic constituted around 40
percent of the solid waste entering the Indus River, with
thousands of tonnes of plastic reaching the Arabian Sea
through the river every year. She further noted that mi-
croplastics were increasingly entering water, the environ-
ment and the food chain. Senator Sherry Rehman called
for a transparent record of plastic production, imports, con-
sumption and recycling in Pakistan, saying the coun-
try’s plastic recycling rate was around one percent.
She said plastic manufacturers should also bear re-
sponsibility for waste generated after their products
were used. Packaging, she added, needed to be de-
signed in a way that made it reusable and recyclable.
She stressed that plastic pollution, climate change,
public health and infrastructure challenges were in-
terconnected. Although Pakistan’s share of global car-
bon emissions was less than one percent, the country
was facing severe environmental challenges. Senator
Sherry Rehman said Parliament must ensure effective
implementation of laws concerning plastic pollution and
called for coordinated national and international efforts
to address the issue. “Plastic pollution must not be con-
sidered someone else’s problem; it has to be treated as a
shared responsibility,” she said.—DNA
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UN should move its
headquarters from

the US to Middle East

Ray HananiA

ALESTINIAN President Mahmoud Abbas and his delegation were

refused visas to enter the US to attend last week’s high-level gen-
eral debate of the 81st session of the UN General Assembly, forcing
him to address the sympathetic audience through a prerecorded video.
The order to ban Abbas, who has opposed violence both by Hamas
and Israel’s government, came from President Donald Trump through
his Secretary of State Marco Rubio, a diehard champion of the Israeli
government and admirer of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. When
making the announcement, the US criticized Abbas for trying to “inter-
nationalize” the Israel-Palestine conflict.
On Sept. 18, the UNGA voted 152-3 in favor of allowing Palestine to
submit a prerecorded address from Abbas because Trump and Rubio
refused to issue the visas. The three countries voting against that ac-
commodation were the US, Israel and Paraguay. It was the second year
in a row that Abbas was prevented from addressing the UN, in violation
of the Agreement Regarding the Headquarters of the United Nations
the US signed when the organization was founded in 1947. Section 11
of the agreement says that US federal, state and local authorities “shall
not impose any impediments to transit to or from the headquarters dis-
trict” for representatives covered by the agreement and other people
invited to the UN headquarters on official business.
In the UN'’s history, the US has issued bans three times — and every time
the target has been an Arab Muslim In the UN’s history, the US has issued
such a ban three times — and every time the target has been an Arab Mus-
lim: Palestine Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat in 1988 and
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in 2025 and 2026.
In 1988, the UNGA had more power than it does today and it voted,
in an extraordinary act, to relocate the session from New York City
to Geneva so that Arafat could speak. He delivered a significant
speech on peace that Israel was trying to suppress. Arafat proposed
a three-point plan to end the conflict: an international conference in
Geneva held under UN auspices; the placing of occupied Palestini-
an land under temporary UN supervision, with peacekeeping forces
deployed and Israeli troops withdrawn; and a comprehensive settle-
ment among all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict. He also made a
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direct appeal to Israeli citizens to join the peace movement.

That speech helped lead to the breakthrough that ultimately led then-Is-
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to sign the Oslo I Accord with Arafat
at the White House on Sept. 13, 1993. Israel has tried to avoid any
suggestion that the Palestinians want peace and, with the help of the
US and a clearly biased mainstream media, has constantly distorted
the conflict, emphasizing Palestinian attacks while excusing Israeli vi-
olence. It was a disciple of Netanyahu, a radicalized Israeli activist,
who assassinated Rabin in November 1995. This effectively brought
the peace process to an end and fueled the rise of Netanyahu and his
mentor, Ariel Sharon, an Israeli general accused of killing Palestinians
during raids in the 1950s. Trump and Rubio still welcomed Israeli PM
Netanyahu to the UN, despite his own controversies

Trump and Rubio welcomed Netanyahu to the UN, despite his own
controversies. Netanyahu has been indicted by the International
Criminal Court, which issued an arrest warrant for him in late 2024
on charges of committing war crimes in the Gaza Strip. Netanyahu
also faces multiple corruption charges in Israel, but that case has
been delayed by internal political manipulation.

Before and during his speech to the UN last week, the representatives of
more than 50 nations walked out, including nearly every Arab and Muslim
country. Netanyahu denounced those who boycotted him as “moral cow-
ards.” But the truth is that Netanyahu is the bigger coward when it comes to
embracing peace and stopping terrorism. Instead of focusing on Israeli war
crimes, America and the fast-narrowing group of Israel’s supporters have
strongly defended Netanyahu. One of their targets was New York Mayor
Zohran Mamdani, who criticized Netanyahu and rightly demanded that he
be arrested, calling him a “war criminal” and the “architect of a horrific gen-
ocide against the Palestinian people.” Ironically, the Trump administration’s
continued support of Netanyahu is one of the major factors fueling a collapse
in the Republican Party’s chances of holding on to control of the House of
Representatives and even the Senate, which pollsters predict will be taken
by the Democrats in November’s midterm elections.

In truth, though, the Democrats controlling Congress will not restore
efforts to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, as most leading Democrats
are as pro-Israel as the most extreme Republicans. There is, however,
a change brewing in the US, with more and more Americans criticizing
Israel and breaking with Democrats and Republicans that support it. We
are still a long way from seeing real change in America’s policies toward
Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims, but it is a trend that is gaining momen-
tum. In the meantime, UNGA members would do well to explore the
possibility of relocating the UN from the US to a nation that has a much
more objective view of the world, such as somewhere in the Arab or Mus-
lim world. In the Middle East, the UN could find a much more principled
home for its lofty and important goals — one that is not saddled with
historic biases and hypocrisies like those we see today.

Why is Trump a Dictator?

Qamar Bashir

The Iran war exposes
the consequences of
concentrated executive
power. In his May 1, 2026
letter to Congress, Trump
declared that the hostilities
beginning on February 28
“have terminated,” citing
the April 7 ceasefire. The
administration relied on that
position to argue that the
War Powers Resolution’s
60-day deadline no longer
required congressional
authorization. Yet military
action continued into
September without specific
congressional authorization.
Trump’s treatment of
foreign governments reveals
a troubling preference for
coercion over consent,
extending from adversaries
to longstanding allies

RUMP was elected legitimately, and his support-

ers deserve representation. But every president

governs a country larger than his constituen-
cy. Congress, courts, journalists and universities have
responsibilities independent of presidential approval.
Treating their independence as an obstacle to overcome
carries authoritarian implications. Retired federal judge
Mark Wolf’s resignation provides a powerful framework
for understanding these concerns. A Reagan appointee
with four decades on the bench and approximately fifty
years in public service, Wolf relinquished his lifetime ap-
pointment in November 2025 has spoken now.
He believed the administration’s assaults on equal jus-
tice had made silence intolerable. He accused Trump of
directing the Justice Department to pursue perceived
political enemies while failing to investigate possi-
ble corruption involving presidential allies and people
enriching the president and his family. Wolf also con-
demned Trump’s practice of calling judges corrupt and
demanding their impeachment after unfavorable rulings,
warning that such attacks undermine confidence in judi-
cial independence. He said the president’s inflammato-
ry comments had coincided with death threats against
judges and growing anxiety for their families. Citing re-
ports that court orders were not always being properly
obeyed, Wolf warned that judicial decisions lose their
protective force when the executive can disregard them.
At Brandeis, he emphasized collective civic action and
the ability of young people to hold their elders to higher
standards. His warning places a fundamental question:
can the institutions entrusted with enforcing the law still
hold the president and those closest to him accountable?
The Iran war exposes the consequences of concentrated
executive power. In his May 1, 2026 letter to Congress,
Trump declared that the hostilities beginning on Febru-
ary 28 “have terminated,” citing the April 7 ceasefire.
The administration relied on that position to argue that
the War Powers Resolution’s 60-day deadline no longer
required congressional authorization. Yet military action
continued into September without specific congression-
al authorization. Trump’s treatment of foreign govern-
ments reveals a troubling preference for coercion over
consent, extending from adversaries to longstanding
allies. American forces seized Venezuela’s Nicolds
Maduro in January 2026 and transported him to New
York to face criminal charges, which he denied; the
operation prompted the United Nations secretary-gen-
eral to question its conformity with international law.
Trump subsequently threatened a takeover of Cuba.
He also vowed to use economic pressure to make Can-
ada America’s 51st state, pursued control of Green-
land, and threatened additional tariffs on eight Euro-
pean countries over their opposition to that ambition.
Separately, his 2025 trade agreement imposed a 15 per-
cent tariff on most European Union goods. Relations de-
teriorated further when he called NATO allies “cowards”
for withholding support for the Iran war, while European
governments questioned involvement in a conflict they

had not chosen. Trump banned CNN, MS NOW and Po-
litico from White House grounds after denouncing their
coverage as “fake news,” subsequently arguing that their
reporting threatened national security. The administra-
tion cited stories concerning White House security infra-
structure and an alleged leak investigation; the outlets
argued that they were being punished for their editorial
content. This illustrates the danger of making journalis-
tic access dependent on presidential approval. Journal-
ists serve the public by asking uncomfortable questions,
and penalizing unfavorable coverage undermines citi-
zens’ ability to scrutinize their government.

Trump’s crackdown on immigrants brought an expand-
ed federal enforcement presence into communities and
military support onto American streets. In Los Angeles,
Trump deployed National Guard troops and Marines
over state and local objections. Immigration raids and
the deployments fueled demonstrations that spread to
other major cities, intensifying confrontation between
Washington, local authorities and residents. The hu-
man consequences extended beyond those targeted for
deportation. Federal immigration officers fatally shot
American citizens Renee Good and Alex Pretti in Minne-
apolis, provoking investigations and nationwide outrage.
Separately, the death of Cuban immigrant Geraldo Lu-
nas Campos in immigration detention was classified as a
homicide by the medical examiner.

Trump’s stock market manipulation extended to amass
a lot of wealth for his closet family members, close as-
sociates and Trump linked companies. In August, Sena-
tor Elizabeth Warren and Representative Robert Garcia
cited more than 17,000 stock trades worth up to $1.56
billion across the periods examined, questioning trans-
actions overlapping with government decisions. Family
ventures broaden these concerns. A Senate resolution
introduced in February challenged approval of advanced
artificial-intelligence chip exports to the United Arab
Emirates following a reported $500 million UAE-linked
investment in World Liberty Financial. The sequence
does not prove an exchange of money for favors, but
demands examination of whether commercial interests
influenced national-security decisions.

Congressional investigators also questioned federal sup-
port for Vulcan Elements, a company backed by Donald
Trump Jr.’s investment firm, alleging White House inter-
vention. Separately, PBS reported that Jared Kushner’s
Affinity Partners disclosed more than $6.1 billion in as-
sets while he had resumed diplomatic work. Those as-
sets are not his personal fortune. The concern is wheth-
er financial relationships influence public decisions or
diplomatic access attracts private business.

The accumulation of wealth around Trump’s presi-
dency spans both administrations and raises serious
questions about the separation of public power from
private interests. During his first term, Jared Kush-
ner and Ivanka Trump reported between $172 million
and $640 million in outside income across disclosure
periods that also included some earnings before their

appointments. By September 2025, Forbes estimated
the family’s combined wealth at approximately $10
billion—nearly double its value at the preceding elec-
tion—including $7.3 billion for Donald Trump, $750
million for Eric, $500 million for Donald Jr., $150
million for Barron, $1 billion for Kushner and $100
million for Ivanka. Trump himself disclosed more than
$1.4 billion in cryptocurrency income for 2025.
Kushner’s Affinity Partners reported more than $6.1
billion in managed assets, while a congressional inquiry
cited growth at Donald Jr.’s 1789 Capital from approxi-
mately $150 million to over $3 billion. That inquiry high-
lighted portfolio company Vulcan Elements, whose valu-
ation reportedly rose from approximately $200 million
to $2 billion after receiving a $620 million federal loan
and a $50 million grant. The administration’s approach
to universities carries longerterm consequences. In
September 2025, a federal judge ruled that approximate-
ly $2.2 billion in Harvard research grants had been un-
lawfully terminated. The administration cited antisemi-
tism; the court found unlawful retaliation and procedural
failures. Universities must confront discrimination, but
scientific funding should never become an instrument of
political conformity. Interrupting research risks discov-
eries whose value emerges over decades.
The dismantling of USAID by Trump weakened an insti-
tution that combined humanitarian assistance with Amer-
ican diplomatic influence. Before Trump’s second term,
the agency employed more than 10,000 people, main-
tained over 60 country and regional missions, and provid-
ed assistance to approximately 130 countries with budget
allocation of over $40 billion. On July 1, 2025, the agency
ceased implementing foreign assistance sacrificing accu-
mulated expertise, dependable partnerships and good-
will built over decades. These actions and behaviors by
Trump are less democratic in character and closer to dic-
tatorial conduct. This disposition is particularly troubling
because the American constitutional system is founded on
a commitment to democracy and resistance to unchecked
power. In November’s midterm elections, the people of
the United States will once again deliver their verdict.
Support for Trump’s political allies would strengthen
his claim to public endorsement; their rejection would
signal a demand for democratic accountability and re-
sistance to dictatorial behavior, even though he is not a
dictator in the fullest sense. Americans are outspoken
and capable of distinguishing right from wrong. History
shows that, although their tolerance is considerable,
they can act decisively when they conclude that change
is necessary to restore constitutional balance. Let us
hope that sound judgment prevails and that the Trump
administration changes course, returning to the demo-
cratic values on which the United States was founded.
- Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC | Michigan, USA

PPP and JUI-F 1n a Changing Political Equation

AKISTAN’S political crisis is no longer simply a

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer P contest between the Pakistan Muslim League-

D

The JULF presents a
different picture. Maulana
Fazlur Rehman has
repeatedly criticised
government policies
while maintaining political
independence from both the
PML-N and PTI. In August,
JUL-F participated in a joint
opposition parliamentary
meeting, where opposition
parties agreed to coordinate
on issues including economic
difficulties, political...

Nawaz (PML-N) and the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI). The confrontation between the two major political
forces has gradually produced a wider struggle over parlia-
mentary authority, political space, institutional legitimacy
and the future direction of the democratic process. In this
increasingly complicated environment, the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) and Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUL-F)
occupy important, though very different, positions.

The PML-N leads the federal government and depends
on the PPP for parliamentary support. At the same time,
the PTI remains the principal opposition force and is
preparing another major political mobilisation. The
JUI-F, meanwhile, has moved closer to the opposition
on several national issues without necessarily becoming
a permanent political extension of the PTI. This fluidity
illustrates a familiar feature of Pakistani politics: allianc-
es are often shaped by immediate political circumstanc-
es rather than permanent ideological divisions.

The latest tensions between the PML-N and PTI have
emerged against the backdrop of Imran Khan’s continu-
ing imprisonment and the PTI’s announced protest march
towards Islamabad on September 27. The government
has expressed concern about possible violence, while
PTI leaders have framed the mobilisation around politi-
cal rights and Khan’s release. The arrest of Aleema Khan
ahead of the planned protest has added another dimension
to the confrontation. Reuters reported that the author-
ities ordered her detention for 30 days, citing concerns
about public safety, while the PTI condemned the action.
Such developments demonstrate how quickly political
disagreement can turn into a confrontation between the
government and opposition. When political competition
moves from parliament to streets, the space for negoti-
ation becomes narrower. The danger is not merely that
one protest may become disorderly; the larger concern is
that repeated confrontation can weaken parliament as the
principal arena for settling political disputes.

This is where the PPP’s position becomes significant. The
party is formally supporting the PML-N-led federal gov-

ernment, which has a two-thirds majority in the National
Assembly with PPP backing. Yet relations between the co-
alition partners have recently been strained. The PPP has
complained about inflation, petroleum prices, the agricul-
tural crisis, load-shedding and delays in local government
elections. The PML-N, in turn, has accused the PPP of be-
having more like an opposition party while remaining part
of the governing arrangement. The PPP therefore faces a
difficult political calculation. Remaining outside the gov-
ernment could deprive it of influence at the federal level,
while remaining inside it exposes the party to responsibili-
ty for unpopular government decisions. Its recent disagree-
ments with the PML-N suggest that the coalition is based
less on political harmony than on the practical necessity of
maintaining parliamentary stability.

The JUI-F presents a different picture. Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has repeatedly criticised government policies
while maintaining political independence from both the
PML-N and PTI. In August, JUI-F participated in a joint
opposition parliamentary meeting, where opposition
parties agreed to coordinate on issues including eco-
nomic difficulties, political restrictions and law and or-
der. More recently, the JUI-F agreed to participate in a
multi-party conference being organised by the PTI ahead
of its planned long march. The meeting between PTI
leaders and Maulana Fazlur Rehman indicated the pos-
sibility of cooperation on selected national issues. Yet
participation in an opposition conference does not nec-
essarily mean that JUI-F has abandoned its independent
political identity. Fazlur Rehman’s latest statements un-
derline this distinction. On September 22, he criticised
the government’s preparations to restrict movement in
Islamabad and argued that parliament should be taken
into confidence on major national and foreign-policy
questions. He also called for an in-camera parliamentary
session on the regional security situation.

The emerging political landscape is therefore more
complicated than a simple government-versus-opposi-
tion divide. The PML-N needs the PPP to sustain its
parliamentary arrangement. The PTI needs broader po-
litical cooperation if it wants its street mobilisation to

acquire a wider parliamentary dimension. The JUI-F can
engage with the PTI on selected issues while retaining
room to negotiate independently. Meanwhile, the PPP
can criticise the government from within the coalition
without necessarily abandoning it. This shifting pattern
of alliances carries an important lesson. Political parties
may disagree strongly on leadership, elections, govern-
ance and institutional questions, but democratic politics
requires mechanisms through which disagreements can
be contained within constitutional institutions. The re-
cent participation of PML-N, PPP, PTI and JUI-F repre-
sentatives in parliamentary discussions on issues such
as provincial restructuring shows that political dialogue
remains possible despite deep divisions.
Pakistan does not need another cycle in which political
competition produces institutional paralysis, street con-
frontation and prolonged uncertainty. Nor can political dif-
ferences be permanently resolved through administrative
restrictions or the exclusion of one political force from the
political process. The responsibility rests with all major
parties. The PML-N must recognise that governing a coali-
tion requires continuous consultation. The PPP must de-
cide how it can support the government while retaining
an independent political voice. The PTI must determine
how its opposition strategy can be pursued through con-
stitutional and parliamentary channels alongside public
mobilisation. And the JUI-F’s role will remain important
precisely because it has demonstrated an ability to com-
municate with competing political camps.
The central question for Pakistan is therefore not which
party can defeat the other in the next confrontation. It is
whether the country’s political leadership can transform
confrontation into negotiation. Without such a shift,
every new disagreement will produce another political
crisis. With meaningful parliamentary dialogue, even
deep differences between the PML-N, PTI, PPP and
JUL-F can remain part of democratic competition rather
than becoming another source of instability.
- The writer is Assistant Professor Imperial
College of Business Studies Lahore
muhammad.akram@imperial.edu.pk
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Briefs

FroMm Pace 01
attempt to usurp Pakistan’s
water rights would be treat-
ed as an act of war. Tarar
said Pakistan’s position on
the treaty was clear and
had received support from
several countries, stress-
ing that the IWT remained
an instrument of peace
and stability. He said any
attempt to weaponise wa-
ter or create controversy
around the treaty was le-
gally, diplomatically and
morally unjustifiable. The
minister also urged the in-
ternational community to
recognise the wider implica-
tions of allowing a state to
unilaterally hold a binding
water treaty in abeyance
despite its dispute-resolu-
tion mechanisms. Such a
precedent, he said, could
undermine transboundary
water governance globally
and affect other countries
that rely on shared-water
treaties. Tarar reiterated
that Pakistan would contin-
ue its international engage-
ment and defend its vital
national interests in accord-
ance with international law.

US-lead
mission in
Iraq comes...

From Pace 01
The US Department of
Defense however added
that it would “continue to
provide targeted training
and intelligence support
to our Iraqi partners”. The
US-led coalition did not de-
feat Daesh alone. Kurdish
Peshmerga fighters played
an important role in crush-
ing Daesh, as did powerful
Iraqi factions, including pro-
Iran groups that have yet to
disarm. The Iraqi govern-
ment, which celebrated
the withdrawal, believes
it will deprive Iran-backed
factions of the excuse they
have used to retain their
arsenal. But many Iraqis
fear the pullout might em-
bolden the pro-Iran factions
further and draw the coun-
try deeper into the Mid-
dle East war. Iraqi Prime
Minister Ali al-Zaidi hailed
the end of the mission as
the start of a new chapter.

Massive
Russian
drone...

From Pace 01
“The ballistic strike took
the lives of 7 people, 6 of
whom were our employ-

ees,” he said, adding that
another railway worker
had been hospitalized.

Pertsovskyi said the attack
caused “extensive destruc-
tion,” including the com-
plete destruction of a work-
shop, while fires continued
to burn at some sites. One
person was killed in strikes
in Boryspil, east of Kyiv,
regional officials said. Rus-
sia’s defense ministry said
its forces had carried out a
“massive strike” using long-
range weapons and attack
drones. It said the attack
targeted military-industrial
and fuel and energy facilities
in Kyiv and the surrounding
region. The ministry also
said it had struck infrastruc-
ture in the southern Ode-
sa region and the ports of
Odesa and Chornomorsk.

Emergency
in KP ‘on
cards’...

From Pace 01
“The federal government is
seriously considering the im-
position of emergency in KP,”
he said, adding that terrorism
had increased rapidly in the
province. The remarks came
amid heightened political ten-
sions between the federal and
KP governments, as PTI pre-
pares for its October 4 long
march towards Islamabad.
The party had postponed the
march from September 27 to
October 4. The former ruling
party is preparing for a major
protest and march on Islam-
abad, demanding the release
of its jailed founder Imran
Khan and the “restoration”
of constitutional supremacy.
The federal government has
maintained that the security
and law-and-order situation
surrounding the planned
protest remains a concern.
Minister Chaudhry said the
proposed emergency is be-
ing considered because of
the KP government’s “fail-
ure to counter terrorism and
maintain law and order”.

Pakistan strengthens emergency
response with Chinese technology

Interior Munister Mohsin Naqgvt inspected the vehicles at Karachi
Port and welcomed their arrival, describing the addition as the
biggest expansion of Islamabad Rescue's fleet since 2 009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is expanding its
emergency response capabilities with mod-
ern Chinese technology after 21 new rescue
and firefighting vehicles arrived at Karachi
Port for deployment in the capital Islamabad,
the Ministry of Interior said, according to
Gwadar Pro. The vehicles, supplied from Chi- =58
na, are the first major addition to Islamabad’s
rescue and firefighting fleet in 17 years and
are expected to reach the capital within five
days, according to a statement issued by the
ministry. The Chinese technology and equip-
ment are expected to upgrade Pakistan’s
emergency-response infrastructure, particu-
larly its capacity to deal with fires and rescue
operations in high-rise buildings.

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi inspected the
vehicles at Karachi Port and welcomed their
arrival, describing the addition as the biggest
expansion of Islamabad Rescue’s fleet since
2009. “We are grateful to the Government
of China for expediting the supply of these
new vehicles,” Naqvi said, according to the
ministry. The new vehicles will be deployed
at six stations across Islamabad and remain
available around the clock, the ministry said.
The modern vehicles are equipped with ad-
vanced rescue and firefighting equipment
and can conduct operations at heights of up
to 256 feet. The fleet includes four aerial fire
trucks, six fire towers and five fire tenders,
in addition to other rescue vehicles. - APP
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Lahore Qalandars, Guyana
~Strengthen Cricket ties

ANSAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Lahore Qa-
landars have entered into
a landmark Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with Guyana’s Ministry of
Culture, Youth and Sport,
marking an important
step towards strengthen-
ing cricket development
and creating new oppor-
tunities for players and
coaches through interna-
tional collaboration.

The MoU was signed by
Lahore Qalandars’ Own-
er and Team Director
Sameen Rana, Minister
of Culture, Youth and
Sport Charles Ramson,

M.P and Minister within
the Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sport, Steven
Jacobs, M.P.

The partnership brings to-
gether Lahore Qalandars’
internationally recognised
player development exper-
tise and Guyana’s strong
cricketing culture to es-
tablish a framework for
cooperation in high-per-
formance cricket, player
and coach development,
technical exchange, talent
identification and knowl-
edge sharing. Under the
framework, the Guyana
Cricket Board will serve
as the Ministry’s principal
technical partner, provid-
ing expertise and support

in the development and
implementation of crick-
et-related programmes
and initiatives.

Through the collabora-
tion, Lahore Qalandars
will work alongside its
partners in Guyana to
explore opportunities
for player and coach
exchanges, high-perfor-
mance training, coaching

education, talent iden-
tification programmes,
and the exchange of

technical knowledge and
international best prac-
tices. The partnership
will also explore the po-
tential for joint cricket
camps, coaching clinics,
youth development pro-

grammes, women'’s crick-
et initiatives, and other
activities designed to
strengthen cricket path-
ways and provide emerg-
ing talent with greater
opportunities to develop.
A key objective of the collab-
oration is to create sustain-
able pathways that expose
players and coaches to in-
ternational standards, mod-
ern training methodologies,
and high-performance envi-
ronments. The partnership
with Guyana represents
another step in Lahore Qa-
landars’ vision of taking its
development model beyond
Pakistan and building mean-
ingful cricketing relation-
ships internationally.

Manchester City
guilty of breaking
financial rules

DNA

@HE Premier League said on Tuesday that Manchester
City have been found guilty of serious breaches of the
Premier League’s financial rules over a nine-season period
between 2009 and 2018. City were found to have arranged
sham contracts with a number of commercial partners to
artificially inflate the club’s revenues, concealing the true
state of their finances and avoiding breaches of Premier
League’s and UEFA’s spending limits. An independent com-
mission also found the club guilty on the majority of charg-
es in relation to their failure to co-operate with the league’s
investigation. No sanction has yet been imposed and City
said they will appeal against the decision. “The core deci-
sion establishes the facts of what happened at Manchester
City during this period. It details how the club systemati-
cally broke Premier League rules for nearly a decade,” said
Premier League chairman Richard Masters in a statement.
“Now we have the commission’s decision, we are commit-
ted to moving swiftly through the remainder of the process,
to provide certainty for the league, our clubs and fans.”

Saudis through to
Gulf Cup semis

DNA

RIYADH: Group A of the 27th Arabian Gulf Cup con-
cluded in dramatic fashion on Tuesday. With 10 minutes
remaining in both games, it looked as though Iraq were
destined to join the already-qualified Saudi Arabia in
the semi-finals. The Green Falcons were leading by two
goals against the Iraqis, but it seemed that both teams
would progress because in the other game, Oman was
locked in a 1-1 draw with already-eliminated Kuwait.
Fifteen minutes later, however, nobody was quite sure
who would be joining the Kingdom in the next round. In
their third Gulf Cup meeting in four years, the Saudis
triumphed 2-0 over Iraq in a tense encounter.

Saudi Arabia had already secured their place in the
semis with a 3-0 victory over Oman on Saturday, after
winning their opening group game against Kuwait 1-0.
Iraq needed only a point to advance; however, little
sense urgency was evident as both teams eased into
the game. Meanwhile, Kuwait faced Oman, who still had
some faint hopes of reaching the semi-finals for a third
consecutive time: prior to kick-off, Oman were on one
point with a goal difference of minus-3, while Iraq were
on four points with a goal difference of plus-1.

Pak men’s squash team seal bronze

PAKISTAN’S men swept South Korea 2-0 in their
quarter-final without needing a deciding rubber. Mo-
hammad Ashab Irfan set the tone in the opening match
against Na Jooyoung, needing all three games but rare-
ly looking troubled. The 22-year-old traded early points
with his 19-year-old opponent before surging to a 7-2 lead
in the first game, eventually closing it out 11-5 in nine
minutes. The second followed a similar script — Jooyoung
twice clawed his way back to within a couple of points,
only for Ashab to restore his cushion each time and seal
it 11-8. The Korean threatened a fightback in the third,
pulling back three points as Ashab served for the match,
but the Pakistani finally converted on his fourth attempt
to complete an 11-5, 11-8, 11-8 win in just under half an
hour and put Pakistan 1-0 up.

Pakistan’s top-ranked player, Noor Zaman, then had the
chance to seal the tie against Seojin Oh, and made light
work of it despite a scare in the third game.

The world No. 33 raced through the first game 114 in six
minutes and followed it with an equally comfortable 11-5 in
the second, building leads of four points or more in both.
Oh, 20, produced his best squash of the tie in the third,
fighting back from 8-7 down to level and then snatching
the game 11-8 to keep Korean hopes alive.

But Noor responded immediately in the fourth, racing into
a four-point lead and reeling off seven straight points to

close it out 11-2 — sealing both the match and a 2-0 win
for Pakistan without the tie needing to go the distance.
Noor and Ashab have already secured bronze medal in the
singles event. The result sends Pakistan through to face
Hong Kong, who defeated Qatar in the other quarterfinal,
in Thursday’s semifinal. There was no such reward for
Pakistan’s women, who went down 2-1 to China in their
second round-robin qualifier — a defeat that followed an
opening 3-0 loss to Macau in the same play-off group and
ends their hopes of reaching the quarterfinals.

Pakistan had finished third in their fourteam pool be-
hind Hong Kong and South Korea, dropping them into a
round-robin decider against China and Macau for the tour-
nament’s remaining two quarter-final berths. Wednesday’s
tie followed the same pattern as their first: an early loss
in the opening singles, a spirited fightback in the middle
match, and a decider that ultimately slipped away.
Thirteen-year-old Mahnoor Ali opened proceedings against
Ziyi Liu and never found her rhythm. The 19-year-old Chinese
player raced through the first game in five minutes, winning
it 114, before edging a tighter second 11-8. Liu pulled away in
the decider, building an early six-point cushion that Mahnoor
could only intermittently interrupt, and closed out the match
11-2 to hand China a 1-0 lead in the tie. Sana Bahadar dragged
Pakistan level with the standout performance of the day, over-
coming Yuning Zhang in three hard-fought games. - DNA

Ravi Gup ATF Asian Junior Tour U-12 inaugurated

The championship, organised by the Punjab Lawn Tennis Association (PLTA),
has attracted pronusing boys and girls from across Pakistan, providing them with
a valuable opportumty to compete on the mternatzonal Junior circuit on home soil

|
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ISLAMABAD: The Ravi
Cup ATF Asian Junior Tour
U-12 2026 was inaugurated
at the Sports Board Punjab
Tennis Academy, Nishtar
Park Sports Complex, with
Secretary Youth Affairs and
Sports Punjab Fazal-ur-Reh-
man inaugurating the inter-
national junior tennis event.
The championship, organ-
ised by the Punjab Lawn Ten-
nis Association (PLTA), has
attracted promising boys and

girls from across Pakistan,
providing them with a valua-
ble opportunity to compete
on the international junior
circuit on home soil.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony, chief guest
Fazal-ur-Rehman lauded the
Punjab Lawn Tennis Asso-
ciation and PLTA Senior
Executive Vice President
Rashid Malik for their con-
tinued services and efforts
to promote and develop
tennis in Punjab. He said
the Punjab government
would extend its all-out sup-

port for the betterment of
the sport and assured the
tennis community that fur-
ther steps would be taken
to strengthen the facilities
available to young players.

The Secretary Sports Pun-
jab also appreciated Rashid
Malik’s contribution to the
promotion of tennis and ex-
pressed hope that the ten-
nis nursery at Nishtar Park
would continue to grow
under the guidance of the
capable coaches of Sports
Board Punjab. The opening
ceremony was attended by

PLTA President Captain
(R) Fazeel Asghar,

PLTA SEVP Rashid Ma-
lik, Sitara-eImtiaz and
Tamgha-e-Imtiaz, PLTA
Vice President Junior De-
velopment Aneesa Agha;
White Badge Referee Arif
Qureshi; Nishtar Park
Sports Complex Adminis-
trator Usman Taj; Tourna-
ment Coordinator Faheem
Siddiqui, besides players,
parents, coaches and me-
dia representatives.
Aneesa Agha, patron of the
Ravi Cup, said the event

marked an important step
towards bringing interna-
tional junior tennis back to
Lahore after a long gap. She
thanked Fazal-ur-Rehman for
allocating the Nishtar Park
venue for the tournament
and expressed the hope
that PLTA and Sports Board
Punjab would continue their
cooperation to create more
international opportunities
for young Pakistani players.
Meanwhile in the event,
M. Faizan defeated Majid
Ali Bachani 7-5, 6-0, while
M. Daniyal overcame M.

Rohaan Dogar 6-0, 6-1.
Behroze Maimoon Wander
edged Riyan Omer Khalil
6-4, 3-6, 10-8. Ali Bukhari
beat Fahad Mustafa 6-3,
7-5, Salaar Khan defeated
Ghulam Murtaza Mon-
noo 6-2, 6-1, and Wali M
Hassaan blanked Hashir
Mustafa 6-0, 6-0. In the
girls’ U-12  round-robin
matches, Amalia Aidrus
beat Rahimeen Jazib 6-0,
6-0, Wajeeha Fatima defeat-
ed Haniya Omer 6-0, 6-0,
and Shahreen Umer over-
came Zara Aidrus 6-1, 7-5.

PPP backs
governor’s

rule in KP

From Pace 01
party will give constitution-
al suggestions if the federal
government consults it on
governor’s rule in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. “Governor’s
rule could be imposed on
the governor’s recommen-
dation in case of failure of
the provincial government,”
Bukhari said. Ministers
in the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)-led
federal government have
repeatedly threatened to
impose governor’s rule in
the violence-hit KP in re-
cent days, citing terrorism
and what they describe as
“illegal” actions by PTI-
backed Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi.PTI has also
announced holding long
march towards Islamabad
on October 4, after postpon-
ing the protest from its orig-
inal date of September 27.
Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar previously said that
the Constitution was clear
regarding the imposition of
an emergency. Speaking to
Geo News, he had said that
if circumstances reached a
point where the Constitu-
tion required an emergen-
cy to be imposed in KP,
“then it should definitely be
imposed and it will be im-
posed”. KP Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi — a leader of
the PPP — later urged the
provincial government not
to go so far as to create a sit-
uation in which governor’s
rule had to be imposed.

Five India-
backed

terrorists...

From Pace 01

militant  hideouts, they
added. In Balochistan, se-
curity forces conducted an
operation under Operation
Radd-ul-Fitna 3 against Fit-
na al-Hindustan near Mal
Madarsa in Surab district,
killing one terrorist, secu-
rity sources said. The op-
eration was launched after
information about the pres-
ence of terrorists between
Mal Madarsa and Bategu,
according to the sources.
The sources said that one
terrorist was killed in an ex-
change of fire with security
forces, while another man-
aged to escape. Weapons
and a motorcycle were re-
covered from the killed ter-
rorist, they added. Security
forces remain committed
to maintaining peace and
order in Balochistan and
eliminating terrorism from
the province, the sources
said. Meanwhile, in KP’s
Tank, a terrorist linked to
Fitna al-Khawarij was killed
after an explosive device
he was carrying went off
prematurely while he was
on his way to a patwar of-
fice, security sources said.

Oil tanker
rescue: Pak
appalled...

From Pace 01
Four crew members were
also injured, including three
Pakistani nationals. The
injured have been taken to
a nearby hospital and are
receiving medical care. The
surviving crew members of
MT Honour 25 have been
brought safely ashore at Ban-
dar Beyla. Pakistan’s team at
the Embassy in Djibouti is
proceeding to Bandar Beyla
to assist the Pakistani na-
tionals. The Government of
Pakistan, through its Mission
and relevant authorities, re-
mains in close contact with
the Somali authorities and
other concerned stakehold-
ers. Every possible effort is
being made to ensure proper
medical care for the injured,
facilitate the transportation
of the mortal remains of the
deceased, and ensure the
safe return of the surviving
Pakistani crew members.

Enemy
of Saudi
Arabia is
enemy of
Pakistan

From Pace 01
“There is absolutely no
doubt in our mind that Hou-
this are committing aggres-
sion against Saudi Arabia,
and we are there to help
Saudi Arabia in any conflict,
whether it is coming from
Houthis or a country or any
other outfit which threatens
Saudi Arabia’s security,”
the defence minister said.
His remarks came amid
heightened tensions be-
tween Saudi Arabia and
the  Houthis  following
fresh cross-border attacks.
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UAE'S Th
Followers
Summit
unveils $1.1m
in prizes

DUBALI The UAE’s 1 Billion
Followers Summit is launch-
ing two new awards as part of
its ambitious push to cement
the Emirates as the global
capital of content creation.
The 1 Billion Followers Sum-
mit is the largest expo for
content creators to share
their expertise, network and
showcase content. Chairman
of the UAE Government
Media Office Saeed Al-Eter
said on Wednesday that the
summit would feature an Al
Film award in partnership
with TikTok, ByteDance and
SeeDance. Applications are
currently open for an original
5-7-minute film using arti-
ficial intelligence software
SeeDance. The grand prize
is $1,000,000. The second
award, 1 Million Stories, will
be in partnership with Tik-
Tok and will award stories
that inspire to create positive
content and narratives and
are shared on the TikTok
platform under the hash-
tag #lmillionstories. The
grand prize for this award is
$100,000. He added that the
goal of this year’s summit is
to create more impactful and
positive content. “Content
creation is a growing sector
and is ever-evolving. We are
following this growth. The
UAE encourages and be-
lieves in content creators,”
he said.

Additionally, the summit
will dedicate one day to In-
stagram creators and host
a creator market, which will
feature 100 companies to
help showcase businesses
and secure investment op-
portunities._ APP

France, Britain
in talks to end
‘one in, one
out’ migrant
deal

PARIS: France and Britain
are in talks to end their “one
in, one out” migration deal,
a French interior ministry
source said on Wednesday.
“We are discussing the terms
of withdrawal from the agree-
ment with the British,” the
source said. Under the agree-
ment, announced last year in
a bid to reduce small-boat
crossings of the English
Channel, Britain deported
undocumented people arriv-
ing in small boats to France,
in exchange for accepting an
equal number of legitimate
asylum seekers with British
family connections. France’s
interior ministry had no imme-
diate comment on why France
was seeking to wind down the
agreement. Britain’s interior
ministry did not respond to a
request for comment. Under
the terms of the deal, there
was a target timeframe of no
more than three months from
someone’s arrival in Britain to
transfer to France. Britain had
to return an individual within
14 days of their arrival, and
France did not have to accept
unaccompanied minors or
people who pose a preexist
ing security threat, the treaty
said.—APP

Philippine sci-
entists find po-
tential source

of uranium

MANILA: Filipino scientists
have identified potential ura-
nium reserves in Camarines
Norte that they expect to
support the country’s nu-
clear energy ambitions. Sci-
entists from the Philippine
Nuclear Research Institute,
the University of the Philip-
pines Diliman and Japan’s
Akita University have been
analyzing  uranium-bearing
minerals in surface samples
at the Bessemer mine pit in
Larap village, Jose Panganib-
an, about 350 km southeast
of Manila. The study, an-
nounced over the weekend,
confirmed that uraninite,
the most common ura-
nium ore, is the “main
uranium-bearing mineral
on the surface deposits
examined,” the PNRI said
in a statement. “The study
also revealed that the ma-
terial can be processed
into a product with high-
er uranium content. This
finding is an important
step toward further re-
search on producing urani-
um concentrate, common-
ly known as ‘yellowcake,’
an intermediate material
used in the nuclear fuel cy-
cle. The study arrives at a
timely moment as the coun-
try moves forward to in-
clude nuclear power in the
future energy mix.—APP

ovt committed to equip
youth with IT skills: Shaza

She emphasized that the relevance of technology extends well beyond the IT sector, as digital tools and
emerging technologies are increasingly transforming fields ranging from education and healthcare to
business, finance, agriculture and public services.

ISLAMABAD: An award distribution cer-
emony for students of Islamabad’s public
sector schools who had completed the Hua-
wei Summer ICT Training Program, was
held at Ministry of Information Technolo-
gy and Telecommunication on Wednesday.
The certification program was organized in
collaboration with Huawei Technologies Pa-
kistan under Prime Minister’s ICT training
initiative. During the ceremony, Federal
Minister for Information Technology and
Telecommunication Shaza Fatima Khawaja
interacted with the students, listened to
their experiences and took a keen interest
in the skills they had acquired while com-
pleting the certification.

She congratulated them on their achieve-
ment and encouraged them to continue
building on the knowledge gained through
the training. Shaza Fatima highlighted that
under the vision of Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, the government was focused on
equipping young Pakistanis especially girls
with the skills and opportunities needed to
contribute to the country’s digital transfor-
mation and compete in the global digital
economy. She emphasized that the rele-
vance of technology extends well beyond
the IT sector, as digital tools and emerging
technologies are increasingly transforming
fields ranging from education and health-
care to business, finance, agriculture and
public services. “Whatever field our young
people choose, technology will increasingly
be part of their professional journey. Our
responsibility is to ensure that they have

A

the skills to use it, create with it and even-
tually lead in it,” the Minister said. She
encouraged the students to continue ex-
ploring emerging areas such as artificial in-
telligence, cybersecurity, cloud computing,
software development and data science,
while applying their knowledge to practical
challenges.“Pakistan has immense talent.
We want our young people not only to con-
sume technology, but to create it, innovate
with it and offer their talent to the world,”
she added. The Minister also encouraged
the students to share their knowledge with
their classmates and inspire other girls to
explore technology and pursue opportuni-
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ties in the digital economy.

Following students received certificates of
achievement from the Minister for complet-
ing the Huawei certifications, Ayesha Zaib,
Class 9 (33 certifications), Hifsa Wagqas,
Class 12 (28 certifications), Hadia Zarnab,
Class 9,(28 certifications), Laiba Nadeem,
Class 12 (27 certifications), Sajafah Farooq,
Class 9 (27 certifications) and Ayesha Mu-
jtaba, Class 7 (26 certifications).

The Minister also appreciated Huawei
Technologies Pakistan and school admin-
istration, for providing the students with
practical exposure to industry-relevant
technologies and internationally recog-

nized certifications.

In his remarks, Mr. Ahmed Bilal Masood,
CEO AI and Cloud, Huawei Pakistan, reaf-
firmed Huawei's commitment to support-
ing Pakistan’s digital transformation and
developing the country’s next generation of
ICT talent through industry-relevant train-
ing and practical exposure.

Concluding the interaction, the Minister
urged the students to view the training
as the beginning of a longer learning jour-
ney and encouraged them to remain curi-
ous, continue developing their skills and
use technology to create solutions for re-
al-world challenges.—DNA

Pakistani student
wins third prize
at youth river
exchange

DNA

BEIJING: A Pakistani student pursuing Artificial Intelli-
gence at the Nanjing University of Information Science and
Technology (NUIST) won Third Prize among six finalists
and was awarded the honorary title of “River Messenger”
at the 5th International Youth River Exchange held on Sept
29 in Ningbo, Zhejiang province, China, where he highlight-
ed the potential role of Al in sustainable river and irrigation
management. Guided by the Global Network of Water Mu-
seums, hosted by the National Water Museum of China,
and organized by the Ningbo Museum of World Heritage
Irrigation Structures, it brought together young student
representatives from China, South Africa, Morocco, Indo-
nesia, Pakistan and other countries for in-depth dialogue
centered on “River and Irrigation”, Gwadar Pro reported
on Wednesday. Throughout its five-year history, the event
has been encouraging university students to explore the
deep connections between river ecology, water civilization
and regional social, economic and cultural development,
while spreading the concepts of water conservation and
human-water harmony. Pakistani student Azib Ali Buragq,
drawing inspiration from the Yangtze River, which has be-
come a familiar part of his student life in Nanjing, present-
ed his topic “The River That Shaped Us.” His presentation
explored the historical and economic significance of rivers
and irrigation while introducing an Al-based approach to
modern water management. At the center of his presenta-
tion was a proposed Al-integrated Yangtze River-Irrigation
Management Model based on Digital Twin technology. The
proposed framework would integrate information from sat-
ellites, weather forecasts, environmental sensors, soil con-
ditions, river conditions, reservoir levels and water demand
data into a coordinated digital system. Al could then ana-
lyze the information to support prediction, simulation and
decision-making related to irrigation, reservoir operations,
water supply and ecosystem protection. Azib summarized
the model through the sequence: “Sense Predict Simu-
late Coordinate Act Learn.” Through the concept, he
demonstrated how Al could potentially support authorities
and stakeholders in analyzing different water management
scenarios, including changes in rainfall, agricultural water
demand and reservoir levels, enabling more informed and
coordinated decisions. As part of the program, participants
conducted an on-site inspection of the Tuoshan Weir, a
World Heritage Irrigation Structure, to experience first-
hand the wisdom of water management and cultural legacy
of the millennium-old engineering marvel. For Azib, the
visit provided an opportunity to examine how emerging
technologies could complement traditional engineering
knowledge rather than replace it.—APP

Syria arrests alleged
Hezbollah cell in Daraa

DUBAL Syrian security forces arrested three suspected members of a Hezbollah-affiliated cell accused of planning rocket
attacks in the southern province of Daraa, thwarting what authorities described as a sabotage plot. The General Intelli-
gence Directorate, working with Internal Security Forces, carried out a preemptive operation in the Yarmouk Basin after
monitoring the suspects as they attempted to prepare rocket launchers “with the aim of carrying out attacks to destabilize
security and stability,” the state-owned Syrian Arab News Agency reported on Tuesday. The detainees were identified only
by their initials in a statement published by the Internal Security Forces on Telegram. Authorities said the rocket launch-
ers had been completely dismantled, investigations were continuing and the suspects would be referred to the judiciary.
They did not specify the targets of the attacks that were allegedly being planned. Syrian authorities previously announced
that they had dismantled several Hezbollah-linked terror cells preparing attacks in Syria. The group denies the allegations.
On July 16, Syria’s Interior Ministry said security forces had intercepted a large shipment of advanced weapons near the

Iraqi border, which preliminary investigations indicated was passing through Syrian territory en route to Hezbollah in

Lebanon. The weapons included long-range missiles, guided anti-tank missiles and drones, SANA reported. In a separate
operation on Aug. 8, Internal Security Forces in Tartous, working with the General Intelligence Directorate, said they
intercepted another cache of weapons and ammunition bound for Lebanon. Authorities said this shipment included
automatic rifles, rocket-propelled grenade rounds and other types of ammunition. In recent weeks, Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Israel Katz have issued repeated warnings to Iran and Hezbollah promising

retaliation in case of any attacks. Following the strikes by the US and Israel against Iran that began on Feb. 28, Hezbollah
drew Lebanon into the regional war in March by firing rockets at Israel, which responded with airstrikes and a ground
invasion of southern Lebanon. The latest conflict, and a previous round of hostilities with Israel in 2023 and 2024, have
weakened Hezbollah. In the aftermath of the fall of former president Bashar Assad and his regime in December 2024, the
new Syrian authorities have repeatedly said they would not allow the country’s territory to be used as a transit route
for weapons smuggling or other activities that threaten Syria or neighboring states.—DNA

GENEVA: The escalating
fighting in Yemen is pushing

of civil war — is on the brink.
“Yemen’s latest escalation

Yemen health

system at ‘breaking
point’: WHO

era “already circulating on a
large scale”, she said. Since
the start of this year, Yem-
en has tallied nearly 8,000
suspected cholera cases, in-
cluding 22 deaths, and more
than 9,600 dengue -cases,
including 37 people who had
died, according to the WHO.
And “measles is particularly
concerning, with more than
22,000 suspected cases and
128 deaths reported this
year”, Heinzelmann said.

damaged, put out of service,
closed or directly attacked”

the country’s health system
to “breaking point”, the
World Health Organization
said Tuesday, warning that
diseases like cholera were
already circulating widely. A
renewed ground campaign
waged by the Iran-backed
Houthis against Yemen’s
Saudibacked  government
forces has left hundreds
dead and is deepening the
country’s humanitarian cri-
sis, with at least 145,000
people displaced this month
alone, United Nations fig-
ures show. And the country’s
health system — already
weakened by over a decade

is pushing an already fragile
health system toward break-
ing point,” warned Annette
Heinzelmann, WHO’s emer-
gency director for the east-
ern Mediterranean region.
Speaking to reporters in
Geneva via video link from
Cairo, she highlighted how
insecurity, damaged infra-
structure, displacement of
health workers, shortages
of medicines and medical
supplies and limited access
to swathes of Yemen’s west
coast were preventing many
from receiving the services
they need. “Nine health facil-
ities or assets have now been

in the hard-hit areas of Taiz,
Lahj and Hodeidah, Heinzel-
mann said. At the same time,
“comprehensive emergency
obstetric and newborn care
has been suspended in two
hospitals in Marib and Ras
Al-Arah because staff and
operating capacity have been
redirected to trauma care for
the incoming wounded,” she
pointed out. Even before the
latest escalation, only around
60 percent of Yemen'’s health
facilities were fully function-
al, Heinzelmann added. And
the country had been facing
high malnutrition and out-
breaks of diseases like chol-

Now, amidst severe over-
crowding in some areas, un-
sanitary conditions and lim-
ited health care access, the
WHO is bracing for more and
bigger disease outhreaks.
“When we see population
movements, people living
in really.. an overcrowded
setting with limited access
to water and safe sanitation,
these are factors which can
support a wider spread of
cholera,” Heinzelmann said.
The UN health agency said
it had delivered nearly 60
tons of medical supplies to
40 facilities across 10 Yem-
en governorates.—APP

Turkiye scholarships 2026
orientation programme held

The Ambassador highlighted
the importance of educational
and people-to-people ties be-
tween Tiirkiye and Pakistan
and encouraged the students to
make the most of their academ-
ic experience in Tiirkiye

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of the Republic of Tiirkiye in
Islamabad hosted an orientation programme for Pakistani
students selected for the Tiirkiye Scholarships 2026 pro-
gramme, bringing together newly selected scholars, Tiirki-
ye Scholarships alumni, and representatives of the Embas-
sy. Tiirkiye Scholarships, administered by the Government
of the Republic of Tiirkiye through the Presidency for
Turks Abroad and Related Communities (YTB), provides
international students with opportunities to pursue under-
graduate, master’s and doctoral studies at leading univer-
sities across Tiirkiye. In 2026, 112 students from across
Pakistan were selected for Tiirkiye Scholarships. The ori-
entation programme in Islamabad was organised for select-
ed students from Islamabad and nearby areas to help them

prepare for their upcoming academic journey to Tiirkiye.
The programme commenced with remarks by H.E. the Am-
bassador of the Republic of Tiirkiye, who congratulated the
successful candidates and welcomed them to the Tiirkiye
Scholarships community. The Ambassador highlighted the
importance of educational and people-to-people ties be-
tween Tiirkiye and Pakistan and encouraged the students
to make the most of their academic experience in Tiirkiye.
The President of the Turkish Alumni Association also ad-
dressed the students, sharing insights from his own expe-
rience and highlighting the role of alumni in strengthening
the longstanding friendship and educational links between
Tiirkiye and Pakistan. The Education Counsellor’s Office
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of the Embassy of the Republic of Tiirkiye subsequently
delivered an orientation presentation covering important
aspects of the students’ transition from Pakistan to Tiir-
kiye, including preparations for departure, their arrival
and integration into university life, and key steps for a suc-
cessful academic experience. As part of the programme,
the selected scholars introduced themselves and shared
information about their academic backgrounds and the
Turkish universities and programmes in which they will
pursue their studies. The session provided an oppor-
tunity for the students to become acquainted with one
another and connect with members of the Tiirkiye Scholar-
ships community before their departure.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,
held a coordination meeting
on Tuesday to discuss the
country’s vaccine require-
ments, future allocation
under Gavi’s 6.0 planning
period and procurement
arrangements for the Hexa
vaccine following its launch.
The meeting was led by
Director General, Federal
Directorate of Immuniza-
tion (FDI), Dr Musa Khan
and Joint Secretary (FC&I),
Ministry of National Health
Services, Regulations and
Coordination, Capt. (R) Mu-
hammad Anwar Ul Haq.

Gavi was represented by
Senior Manager, Country
Health Systems Ibrahim
Muhammad and Pro-
gramme Manager for High
Impact Countries Craig
Beyerinck. The meeting
was convened by Gavi Na-
tional Liaison Officer Tooba
Farooqi. The participants
held detailed discussions
on planning the country’s
vaccine allocation for the
Gavi 6.0 planning period
and the procurement mo-
dality for the Hexa vaccine
after its introduction. Dr
Musa Khan stressed the
importance of stronger
collaboration between the
government, donors and
development partners to
improve immunization cov-
erage across the country.

He said coordinated efforts
were needed to ensure
high and equitable access
to vaccines against the 13
vaccine-preventable diseases
included in Pakistan’s immu-
nization programme. APP

Israeli
minibus
strike kills 5
in Gaza City

GAZA CITY: An Israeli
airstrike targeting a min-
ibus killed five people on
Wednesday in a neighbor-
hood southwest of Gaza
City, the territory’s civil de-
fense agency and a hospital
said.

Mahmoud Bassal, the
spokesperson for the civil
defense which operates as
a rescue force under Hamas
authority, told AFP there
were “five martyrs and 20
wounded, including a num-
ber of children and wom-
en... as a result of an Israeli
airstrike that targeted a pas-
senger bus in Tel Al-Hawa”.
Bassal said the bus was
carrying civilians between
Gaza City and the central
and southern parts of the
Palestinian territory.

He said it was hit “by two
missiles fired by Israeli
drones, which led to the
destruction of its front and
completely burned it”.

AFP has contacted the
Israeli military for a re-
sponse.

Gaza City’s Al-Shifa hospital
confirmed that five bodies
and several wounded peo-
ple had arrived at the med-
ical facility “following an Is-
raeli airstrike that targeted
a vehicle near the destroyed
cabinet headquarters in the
Tel Al-Hawa neighborhood”.
The Gaza war was sparked
by Hamas’s unprecedented
2023 attack against Isra-
el, which resulted in the
deaths of 1,221 people,
according to an AFP tally
based on official Israeli fig-
ures.—APP

Rupee gains
01 paisa
against Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee
on Wednesday appreciated
by 01 paisa against the US
Dollar in interbank trading
and closed at Rs 277.11
compared to the previous
day’s closing of Rs 277.12.
According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of the dollar in
the open market were re-
corded at Rs 277.00 and Rs
278.20, respectively.

The price of the Euro
against the rupee in-
creased by Rs 0.42 and
closed at Rs 314.63 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 314.21, accord-
ing to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP). The
Japanese Yen remained
unchanged and closed
at Rs 1.76, whereas the
exchange rate of the
British Pound witnessed
an increase of Rs 1.18
and closed at Rs 367.82
compared to the previ-
ous day’s Rs 366.64.The
exchange rates of the
Emirate Dirham and the
Saudi Riyal remained stag-
nant at Rs 75.45 and Rs
73.80, respectively.—APP
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US sanctions
10 over
allegedly
procuring
weapons
for Iran

DNA

WASHINGTON: The
United States has sanc-
tioned 10 individuals and
entities, including some
based in China, Hong
Kong and Pakistan, saying
they helped Iran procure
weapons and components,
the US Treasury Depart-
ment said Tuesday.

The sanctions are part
of the Trump adminis-
tration’s effort to isolate
Iran economically and
force it to negotiate an
end to the US-Iran war
that began in February.
Treasury Secreta ry Scott
Bessent said: “Treasury will
not tolerate any support to
the regime and will contin-
ue to identify, expose, and
isolate Iran’s enablers.”
Treasury said the sanctions
were aimed at degrading
Tehran’s ability to reconsti-
tute its weapons programs,
while increasing the costs
for those who supported its
procurement efforts.

Those targeted in Tues-
day’s sanctions announce-
ment include:

* Seyyed Asghar Alizadeh
Tabatabai, a Beijing-based
representative of Iran’s
Ministry of Defense and
Armed Forces Logistics
agency, who Treasury said
had coordinated the pro-
curement of finished weap-
ons systems and dual-use
components in China on
Iran’s behalf.

* Iran-based Kavoshcom
Asia R and D Group,
which Treasury said had
procured electronics in-
cluding connectors for
Iran Aircraft Manufactur-
ing Industrial Company.

Lahore to
celebrate
10-day Basant

festival

LAHORE: The Punjab capi-
tal will celebrate Basant for
10 days from January 29 to
February 7 next year, with
a one-day break on Feb 5
for Kashmir Day, under a
schedule approved by Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
on Wednesday. Lahore cel-
ebrated the Basant festival
earlier this year from Feb 6
to 8 after an 18-year hiatus.
The festival was banned in
2007 because of an increasing
number of deaths and seri-
ous injuries caused by sharp
strings, particularly to motor-
cyclists and pillion riders, as
well as by celebratory gunfire.
During a meeting, the chief
minister directed the author
ities to make arrangements
for the 10-day celebration,
according to a statement re-
leased by the government.

She described the festival
as a gift for the people of
Lahore to mark the arrival
of 2027 and as a means of
promoting Punjab’s cultural
heritage and the historic
traditions of the provincial
capital. Under the schedule
approved by the chief min-
ister, Basant festivities will
begin on Jan 29 and con-
tinue until Feb 7. However,
celebrations will remain
suspended on Feb 5 to ob-
serve Kashmir Day. - APP

US Supreme Court lifts limits
on third-country deportations

US President Donald Trump campaigned on promises to expel millions of
undocumented migrants from the United States and has taken a number of actions
aimed at speeding up deportations since returning to the White House in 2025

DNA

WASHINGTON, United States: The US
Supreme Court on Tuesday lifted restric-
tions on the deportations of immigrants
to countries that are not their own, while
agreeing to hear the issue on its merits in
December. The conservative-dominated
high court granted an emergency request
by the Trump administration to suspend a
lower court ruling that restricted, but did
not outright ban, so-called “third-country
removals.” The lower court had said that
people targeted with deportation must be
given effective notice ahead of time about
where they are being sent to allow them to
raise concerns about potential persecution.

The three liberal justices on the nine-mem-
ber panel said they would not have granted
the Trump administration’s request.

US President Donald Trump campaigned
on promises to expel millions of undocu-
mented migrants from the United States
and has taken a number of actions aimed
at speeding up deportations since return-
ing to the White House in 2025.

The Trump administration has defended
third-country deportations as necessary
since the home nations of some of those who
are targeted for removal sometimes refuse
to accept them. In a brief to the Supreme
Court, opponents of lifting the restrictions
argued that the lower court ruling did not
fully block all third-country deportations,
“it simply requires them to do so lawfully.”

Trump’s solicitor general, John Sauer, mean-
while told the court that the rapid deporta-
tion to third countries was “an essential tool
to remove certain aliens, including some of
the worst criminal aliens.”

The lower court ruling “created substantial
logistical problems” with removals, he said.
Once in these countries — and outside US ju-
risdiction — deportees have been subject to
abuse by local guards, indefinite detention, or
quickly re-deported to their home countries.
Congress has made it US policy not to de-
port people to countries where their lives
would be in danger or they could be sub-
ject to torture. US Senate Republicans on
Tuesday blocked a bid to require President
Donald Trump’s administration to report
to Congress on increasing violence in the

occupied West Bank, including the deaths
of American citizens.

The procedural vote was the latest sign of
friction between US Democrats and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's gov-
ernment over Israel’s treatment of Palestin-
ians and of Republicans’ continuing strong
support for his coalition. The Senate voted
47 to 51 to block the resolution. The vote
was largely along party lines, with every
Republican voting no except for Rand Paul
of Kentucky and every Democrat except
John Fetterman of Pennsylvania in favor.
The resolution would have required the
State Department to report to Congress on
the killing of US citizens by Israeli settlers
or Israeli security forces in the West Bank
and to assess the human rights situation.

ISLAMABAD: SCO coordinators visited NDMA headquarters on Wednesday. — DNA

Major smuggling attempts
worth Rs. 154 million foiled

ISLAMABAD: The Collectorate of Customs (Enforcement),
Gadani, has intensified its anti-smuggling operations through a
series of successful intelligence-based actions conducted across
various areas of Makran Division, Lasbela and Hub in Balochistan.
in coordination with other
law-enforcement agencies, intercepted substantial quantities
of smuggled goods with a cumulative value of over Rs 154
million, including the value of seized carriers.

In a joint operation with the Intelligence Bureau (IB),
the Field Enforcement Unit Khurkhera intercept-
ed two passenger buses carrying smuggled goods in the
Lasbela area. During a detailed search, substantial quan-
tities of foreign-origin betel nuts, cosmetics, cigarettes,
Indian Gutka and parachute cloth were recovered.

The goods had been concealed in specially created hidden
cavities of the buses. The cumulative value of the seized
goods and carriers is estimated at over Rs. 130 million, said

Customs Enforcement teams,

Hub,

a release issued here on Wednesday.

In a separate operation, the Mobile Enforcement Unit,
Hub, raided a godown in the Hub area and recovered sub-
stantial quantities of plastic shopper bags and skimmed
milk powder, collectively valued at approximately Rs. 20
million. The seized goods were subsequently transported
and deposited at the State Warehouse, Gadani, in accord-
ance with the prescribed procedure.

Meanwhile, the Field Enforcement Unit Gwadar, during
strict checking on the Coastal Highway, intercepted 750
kilograms of smuggled Iranian edible oil, packed in 150
tins of 5 kilograms each. The value of the seized goods is
estimated at approximately Rs. 4 million.

Pakistan Customs has reiterated its resolve to continue intelli-
gence-based and coordinated anti-smuggling operations across
the region to curb the illegal movement of smuggled goods and
protect legitimate trade and the national economy. - APP

Zelensky
may have
disclosed
N. Korean

transfer

DNA
SEOUL: South Korea’s
spy agency believes

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky may have
disclosed the transfer of
two North Korean POWs
to boost public support in
South Korea for Seoul pro-
viding arms to Ukraine, a
lawmaker said Wednesday.
According to the National
Intelligence Service’s as-
sessment, Zelensky “may
have decided to disclose
the transfer in the hope
that sending the POWs to
South Korea would gener-
ate public support in Seoul
for providing Ukraine
with weapons and other
forms of assistance,” law-
maker Yoo Yeong-ha said.

TCP asked to expedite
procurement of wheat

DNA

ber

ments of Punjab, Sindh and Khy-

Pakhtunkhwa to promptly

arrange the requisite payments

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar on Wednes-
day directed the Trading Corpora-
tion of Pakistan (TCP) to proceed
with acceptance of the lowest bids
for procurement of the remaining
185,000 metric tons (MT) of wheat
required by Sindh.

The deputy prime minister
issued the directives while
chairing the 7th meeting of the
Steering Committee on Wheat
Imports for Food Year 2026-27.
The meeting reviewed progress
on arrangements for wheat im-
ports and discussed measures to
ensure timely completion of the
procurement process.

He also directed the govern-

and

The

The

rity

complete the tripartite

agreements with TCP.

DPM/FM stressed the need

for timely execution of the import
process to ensure adequate availa-
bility of wheat in the country.

He said the imports would help
ensure adequate wheat supplies at
reasonable rates and provide maxi-
mum relief to the people.

meeting was attended by the

Minister for National Food Secu-

and Research, Sindh Minis-

ter for Food, Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister Tariq Bajwa,
Secretary Commerce,
Director PASSCO, relevant provin-
cial secretaries and senior officials
from the Ministry of National Food
Security and Research and TCP.

Managing

Iran’s currency hits
a new record low

TEHRAN: Iran’s currency fell to a new record low on Tuesday, with trad-
ers in Tehran exchanging more than 2.5 million rials to the US dollar in a
stark reflection of how the war in the Middle East has steadily eroded the
Iranian economy. The latest decline came just 27 days after the rial hit its
previous record low of 2.2 million to the dollar on Sept. 2. The currency
has repeatedly reached new lows since the war began in February.

The Iranian economy has been under duress for years in the face of inter-
national sanctions. But a US naval blockade on Iranian oil and new sanc-
tions imposed since the start of the war have sent it into free fall.
Meanwhile, Iran’s top diplomat said indirect negotiations with the
United States aimed at reopening the critical Strait of Hormuz have

become “more serious,”

while the Iranian Revolutionary Guard

Corps’ chief spokesman Gen. Hossein Mohebbi on Tuesday called on
Americans to take to the streets and protest the conflict. Iran’s top
diplomat raises the prospect of new talks Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi told Iranian media late on Monday that the “current focus
is solely on the Strait of Hormuz,” the chokepoint of the war. - DNA

Court grants physical
remand ol iemale suspect

Suspect Muskan’s relationship with Azerbaijan national
was limited to friendship, her lawyer tells court

Bureau REPORT

LAHORE: A local court in Lahore on
Wednesday granted police a three-day phys-
ical remand of Muskan, a woman named in
connection with the alleged rape of an Azeri
woman. The Azerbaijani woman had trav-
elled to Pakistan for business purposes and
was allegedly gang-raped by three men at a
rented flat in Lahore’s Defence area on the
night between Friday and Saturday. Police
later registered a case against the accused
at Defence C police station. Judicial Mag-
istrate Azhar Mahmood heard the case at
the Cantonment Courts, where the accused
was presented before the court. The prose-
cution told the court that this was Muskan’s

first physical remand and argued that she
could be kept in custody during the remand.
Muskan’s lawyer said her relationship with
the Azeri woman was limited to friend-
ship. The defence argued that the accused
could not be remanded apart from charges
of murder and robbery, saying that there
was nothing to recover from her. During
the hearing, the judicial magistrate asked
Muskan if she wanted to undergo a medical
examination. The female suspect replied by
saying that she did want a medical exami-
nation. After hearing both arguments, the
court approved the three-day remand and
handed Muskan over to police custody. A
day earlier, a local court in Lahore granted
police a six-day physical remand of two sus-
pects in the alleged gang rape case.

Dubai-Tel Aviv flight diverted
to Saudi Arabia after brawl
between pilots: Israeli official

Aircraft diverted to Saudi Arabia following a “violent”
altercation between two pilots, says Israeli official

AFLIGHT bound for Israel from Dubai diverted to Sau-
di Arabia after transmitting emergency signals due
to a fight between the pilots rather than a hijacking, an
Israeli official said on Wednesday.

Flight FZ1073 from Dubai diverted over Jordanian airspace
towards Saudi Arabia, transmitting a general emergency
signal before transmitting another emergency signal that
indicates a possible unlawful interference several minutes
later, according to flight tracking website Flightradar24.
The Boeing 737 plane then again transmitted the general
emergency signal before landing at Tabuk airport in north-
western Saudi Arabia, the website said.

The incident was not believed to have been a hijacking,
the Israeli prime minister’s office said. An Israeli official,
speaking on the condition of anonymity, told Reuters that
the pilots had transmitted the emergency signals after get-
ting into a physical altercation with each other.

It was not immediately clear if either pilot had intentionally
transmitted the signal. Israeli fighter jets were also scram-

bled after the emergency signal was received, an Israel De-
fence Forces spokesperson told CNN.

The aircraft, travelling at an altitude of 34,000 feet, de-
scended by about 17,400 feet to around 16,600 feet within
two minutes at about 1:20am ET, according to flight-track-
ing data reviewed by CNN. Three Israeli security officials
earlier told Reuters that Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu held consultations over the flight. Israeli military
chief Eyal Zamir also held a “situational assessment” with
the commander of the air force and other military offi-
cials, Israel’s military said in a statement.

Yasmin Abu Kasis, whose daughter Miriam was on the
flight, said that her daughter had told her that she had
heard screaming and that a man took a knife, put the pilot
on the floor, and that there was blood everywhere. An air-
line spokesperson said the flight experienced an “incident”
en route to Tel Aviv and diverted to Tabuk, where it land-
ed safely. All passengers were safe and accounted for, the
spokesperson said, without providing any further details.
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