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No power outages
for more than
two hours: PM

The prime minister also ordered the establishment
of Consumer Grievance Redressal Committees at
the level of power distribution companies (Discos)
to address public complaints related to electricity

supply and other issues across the country

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday took
notice of increasing electricity load-shedding in various cit-
ies across the country and directed that no area should face
load-shedding for more than two hours. The prime minister
gave these directions while chairing an important review
meeting on power load management in the country.

The meeting was briefed that due to the prevailing regional
situation, tensions in the Strait of Hormuz and transportation
difficulties affecting the supply of regasified liquefied natural
gas (RLNG), electricity generation had been reduced, resulting
in a decrease in power output. Consequently, load management
had to be carried out to maintain balance between demand and
supply. The prime minister directed that, keeping in view the re-
gional situation and future requirements, immediate measures
be taken to address the disruption in RLNG supply.

He directed that all available resources be utilised effectively
so that no area faces load-shedding for more than two hours.
The prime minister also ordered the establishment of Con-
sumer Grievance Redressal Committees at the level of power
distribution companies (Discos) to address public complaints
related to electricity supply and other issues across the coun-
try. He directed that the redressal committees should also
include public representation, and that the grievance commit-
tees be made functional within one week. The meeting was
informed that electricity consumers could lodge their com-
plaints through helpline number 118, and that upon registering
a complaint, the consumer is provided with a token number
as well as the expected time for resolution of the complaint.

Continued on Page 06

Forces
thwart

terrorist bid

MAKRAN: Security forces
foiled an attack on the pro-
tection squad of the Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC)

NA Opp leader

and PM to hold
consultations

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Consultations have begun between
the offices of the opposition leader and the prime
minister to arrange a meeting following Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s letter to National
Assembly Opposition Leader Mehmood Khan
Achakzai regarding the appointment of a new
chief election commissioner (CEC), Achakzai
said in a statement. A day ago, Dawn, citing an
official source, reported that Prime Minister She-
hbaz had decided to initiate a dialogue between
the government and opposition by inviting Oppo-
sition Leader Achakzai for mandatory consulta-
tions on the appointment of a new CEC.

Earlier in August, Achakzai urged the prime
minister in a letter to appoint a new CEC,
along with two members representing Sindh
and Balochistan. In a social media post on X
on Friday, Achakzai said consultations had
begun between the offices of the opposition
leader and the prime minister following the
latter’s letter to schedule a meeting.

LHC bars medical
colleges from expelling

Afghan students

Afghan students could be sent back after completing
medical education, remarks Justice Ishaq

Tump in Tump district of

Islamabad
police chief
replaced

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government has announced a
major reshuffle in Islamabad’s
police leadership, replacing
Inspector General (IG) Ali Na-
sir Rizvi with Sohail Chaudhry.
Ali Nasir Rizvi has been ap-
pointed Director General of
the National Accountability
and Anti-Corruption Investi-
gation Agency (NACCIA). His
tenure as Islamabad’s police
chief drew criticism, with of-
ficials acknowledging that law
and order in the capital wors-
ened under his watch. Rising
street crime, delayed investi-
gations, and public dissatisfac-
tion with policing standards
were cited as key concerns.

Sohail Chaudhry, previously
serving in Lahore, has now
been entrusted with the role
of Inspector General of Is-
lamabad Police. Authorities
expect his appointment to
bring renewed focus on law
enforcement and improved
security in the federal capital.
Government  sources ex
pressed confidence that the
new IG will prioritize crime
control, strengthen community
policing, and enhance coordi-
nation with federal agencies.
“The capital city requires
robust policing and effective
crime prevention measures.
With IG Sohail Chaudhry’s ex-
perience, we anticipate signif-
icant improvement in law and
order,” one official remarked.
The reshuffle comes at a time
when Islamabad faces mount-
ing challenges, including rising
incidents of theft, street crime,
and public safety concerns.
Analysts believe the change
reflects the government’s in-
tent to restore public trust in
law enforcement and ensure
the capital remains secure.

Makran Division, security
sources said on Friday. Ac-
cording to security sourc-
es, terrorists belonging to
Fitna al-Hindustan targeted
the vehicle of the Deputy
Commissioner Tump in an
attempt to abduct person-
nel of his protection squad.
Security forces responded
promptly and effectively,
thwarting the attack and
foiling the abduction at-
tempt, the sources said. All
personnel of DC Tump’s
protection squad were res-
cued safely and in time,
according to the security
sources.During the oper-
ation, the attackers fled
the scene, leaving behind
a vehicle and weapons,
the sources said. - APP

Modi meets
Iranian
president

TEHRAN: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
held talks with Iranian Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian
on Friday and underscored
the need to protect the
freedom of navigation and
commerce, and the safety
and well-being of seafarers,
India’s foreign ministry said.
The talks were held on the
eve of the annual summit of
Brics leaders in the Indian
capital, which will see the
participation of Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian, among others.
India is walking a tightrope
in the conflict, boasting
historical and cultural ties
with Iran, strong, strategic
relations with Israel and
close friendships with Arab
countries, where millions of
its nationals live and work.
The South Asian nation has
been particularly affected by
attacks on vessels transiting
the region, which have killed
at least 10 Indians. - APP

DNA

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC) on
Friday barred all medical colleges in Punjab
from expelling Afghan medical students amid
petitions challenging their removal. Justice
Khalid Ishaq heard petitions filed by more
than 30 Afghan students against their expul-
sion from medical colleges in the province.

During the hearing, the Pakistan Medical and
Dental Council’s (PM&DC) lawyer argued that
the Afghan students did not have the required
documents. “The principle across the world is
that you cannot stay without a valid visa,” the
lawyer said. Justice Ishaq questioned how the
students had been granted education visas
when they were admitted to medical colleges.

The judge also questioned the decision to
send the students back after four years of ed-
ucation, observing that the students should
have been heard before any decision was tak-
en against them. The PM&DC lawyer argued
that the matter concerned state security and

Continued on Page 06

Afghan women
deported

NEws DESK

WASHINGTON: An Afghan woman who
was accused of supporting a Daesh-in-
spired plot in the United States and
whose case was the first for an obscure
and long-dormant court has been deport-
ed, the Justice Department said Friday.

Nazira Hajji Zada was arrested in July
at her Fort Worth, Texas, home and
brought before the Alien Terrorist Re-
moval Court on a Justice Department
application to deport her from the US
On Friday, the department said that
she had waived her rights to challenge
her detention and had agreed to be
deported. It wasn’t immediately clear
when or to where she was deported.

Continued on Page 06

Russian
drones
kill two in
Ukraine

NEews DEsk

KYIV: An early morning
Russian drone strike on a
petrol station in Kyiv killed
two people and hospitalized
four, the city’s mayor said
on Friday. Fears are grow-
ing in the Ukrainian capital
that Moscow has launched
a new campaign targeting
fuel stations there - a tac-
tic that Russia’s troops have
long deployed in areas clos-
er to the front line.

“There are now two killed in
the morning attack on the
Kyiv gas station,” Mayor
Vitali Klitschko said on so-
cial media. The emergency
services posted footage of
a burnt out forecourt, still
smoking after the drone
attack. Ukrainian oil giant
Ukrnafta reported two of
its petrol stations were

Continued on Page 06

KP AG questions maintainability
of plea against PTl long march

During the hearing on Friday, KP Advocate General Utmankhel argued
that an appropriate legal remedy was available to the petitioner before the
Islamabad chief commissioner and that the extraordinary jurisdiction of
the high court under Article 199 of the Constitution — under which a high
court may take up a matter if it is satisfied that no other adequate remedy
is provided by law — could not be invoked in the present circumstances

NEws DESK

Joint opposition

. 1

HONG KONG: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan

il i iy

and Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu shake hands
following their high-profile meeting in Hong Kong. — DNA

Saudi Arabia attacks Houthis

Houthis seize Yemen’s
strategic Perim Island

Government forces confirmed their withdrawal from the island
following heavy clashes, but vowed to launch a counteroffensive.
“We will deploy weapons and aircraft to retake Perim and
secure the Red Sea coast,” a Yemeni military spokesperson said

NEews DEsSkK

ADEN: Iran-backed Houthi rebels have cap-
tured Yemen’s Perim Island, a strategic out-
post at the mouth of the Bab al-Mandab Strait,
according to military sources. The seizure of
the island, also known as Mayyun, has raised
alarm across the region as it sits astride one
of the world’s busiest maritime corridors link-
ing the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden.

Government forces confirmed their with-
drawal from the island following heavy clash-
es, but vowed to launch a counteroffensive.
“We will deploy weapons and aircraft to re-
take Perim and secure the Red Sea coast,”
a Yemeni military spokesperson said. Coali-
tion aircraft have already carried out strikes
on Houthi positions near Mokha and Dhu-
bab, aiming to disrupt rebel supply lines.

Continued on Page 06

UN rallies behind
Saudi Arabia

NEews DEsk

NEW YORK CITY: The UN Security
Council on Thursday expressed its
overwhelming condemnation of Houthi
attacks on Saudi Arabia and near-unani-
mous solidarity with Riyadh, as member
states warned that Yemen risked sliding
back into full-scale war for the first time
since a 2022 truce agreement. The emer-
gency session was requested by the UK,
the council’s penholder on Yemen, and
Bahrain after Houthi forces launched
renewed missile and drone strikes

Continued on Page 06

Afghan commander
killed in Khurram

NEews DESK

KURRAM: Security forces killed four terror-
ists, including Afghan national Ubaidullah
Saad in a successful intelligence-based oper-
ation (IBO) against Fitna al Khwarij in Kur-
ram District. Security sources said that the
killed terrorist, Ubaidullah Saad, son of Ghu-
lam Ghaus Salehi, was a resident of Shah
Qila village in Afghanistan’s Logar province
and was affiliated with Fitna al Khwarij.

Ubaidullah Saad was involved in multiple

.

>,

terrorist activities in Pakistan, the sourc-
es said. Security forces will continue op-
erations without discrimination against
anti-state elements infiltrating Pakistan
from Afghanistan. No compromise will be
made on the country’s peace and security
and the protection of the lives and property
of the people, the sources added. Earlier,
on 6-Sep-2026, Pakistan security forces
killed 21 khawarij in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) operations from September 3 to 5,

Continued on Page 06

\\ﬁr;__
Chk'o

MONAL CROUP

WHERE EVERY BITE

ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Advocate General
Shah Faisal Utmankhel on Thursday questioned the main-
tainability of a petition filed in the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) against the PTI’s planned protest in the federal capi-
tal on Sept 27. The PTI has announced a nationwide protest
on Sept 27 to demand the release of party founder Imran
Khan and mobilise people for the supremacy of the Consti-
tution. A citizen, Wagas Ahmed, has challenged the planned
move on the grounds that the protest could disrupt routine
life, traffic and business activities in the federal capital.

A larger bench, headed by IHC Chief Justice Sardar Muham-
mad Sarfraz Dogar, is hearing the case. Justice Muhammad
Azam Khan and Justice Muhammad Asif are also a part of
the bench. During the hearing on Friday, KP Advocate Gen-
eral Utmankhel argued that an appropriate legal remedy was

Continued on Page 06

to convene APC

PTI, JUI-F discuss Sept 27 long
march, rule of law and constitutional
supremacy, says declaration

FaisaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Barrister Gohar Ali Khan on Friday announced
that the joint opposition would hold an All Parties
Conference (APC) soon on the creation of new prov-
inces in the country. The PTI chairman made the re-
marks following a delegation-level meeting with Jamiat

Continued on Page 06
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NADRA,
Passport
services

expansion
essential for
public: Kundi

PESHAWAR: Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Fais-
al Karim Kundi on Friday
directed the authorities to
expand National Database
and Registration Authority
(NADRA) and Passport ser-
vices to major rural areas to
ensure better access to es-
sential public facilities. The
Governor issued the direc-
tives during separate meet-
ings with Director General
(DG) NADRA Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Khalid Inayatul-
lah Khan and Acting Zonal
Head Immigration and
Passports, Farhan Shahzad
at the Governor House.
During the meeting, the
Governor was briefed on
the progress regarding the
transfer of land for the con-
struction of a NADRA build-
ing in Dera Ismail Khan. He
was also informed that 26
Citizen Facilitation Centres
would soon be inaugurated
across the province.
Governor Kundi said pro-
viding maximum conveni-
ence to the public remained
among the government’s
top priorities and warned
that negligence in this re-
gard would not be tolerated.
The meeting also reviewed
measures being taken to ad-
dress public issues related
to NADRA services in Kur-
ram. In a separate briefing,
the Acting Zonal Head of
Immigration and Passports
informed the governor that
passport services had been
launched in phases at NA-
DRA offices, with initial
facilities already available
and their scope to be ex-
panded gradually. Governor
Kundi stressed the need to
bring public services closer
to people’s doorsteps, saying
improved access to essential
facilities would help ease
citizens’ difficulties.—APP

Four selected
for Pride of
KP awards

PESHAWAR: Four individ-
uals from different fields
have been selected for the
Pride of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Awards, which will be
presented on September
15 at COMSATS Universi-
ty Islamabad, Abbottabad
Campus, during the 9th
edition of the Metrix Pa-
kistan Youth Summit The
summit is being powered
by the Directorate of Youth
Affairs, Government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Ac-
cording to the organisers,
a total of 368 applications
were received through the
official registration process
at  prideofkp.pk/register.
Following the scrutiny and
assessment of applications,
four individuals were select-
ed for the awards. The or-
ganisers said the selection
was made on merit. The
selected awardees include
Ashfaq Ahmad of Swabi,
who has been associated
with healthcare services.
According to his applica-
tion, Ahmad developed and
promoted an emergency
orthopaedic, sports and
spine centre in Topi, Swa-
bi, and has independently
performed more than 4,000
surgeries in a peripheral
healthcare setting. Dr Fais-
al Khan, associated with
COMSATS University Is-
lamabad.—APP

FIFA Football for schools targets

3m Pakistani school kids

The Football for Schools programme is expected to give a significant boost to grassroots football, school sports,
youth development and girls’ participation, while creating a broader talent pool for Pakistan’s future football teams.One
editorial point: If the 3 million, 162,000 footballs and 3,000 schools figures are official figures announced at the press

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Football Federation (PFF), in collabora-
tion with FIFA, has launched the Football for Schools programme
in Pakistan, setting an ambitious target of reaching 3 million
schoolchildren and distributing 162,000 footballs to more than
3,000 government schools across the country. The landmark
initiative aims to take football to the grassroots, provide chil-
dren with greater access to sporting opportunities and create a
sustainable pathway for developing Pakistan’s next generation
of football talent. Speaking at a press conference in Islama-
bad alongside FIFA Football for Schools Programme Manager
Antonio Sanchez, PFF President Syed Mohsin Gilani said the
programme marked the beginning of a major effort to pro-
mote football at the school level and bring more children into
organised sports. “We have no shortage of football talent or
young people in Pakistan; what we need is to provide them
with proper opportunities,” Gilani said, adding that the PFF’s
objective was to promote football in schools and establish regu-
lar school-level competitions. He said more than 50 government
school teachers had already received master football training,
while international coaches would also be brought to Pakistan
to provide young players with training based on international
standards. Gilani further announced that the PFF, in partnership
with FIFA, was launching a Football Centre of Excellence, which
would be developed to international standards and feature two
football pitches, providing an important platform for youth devel-
opment and high-quality training. Sanchez said the development
of football in Pakistan was only at the beginning and expressed
confidence in the work being undertaken by the PFF. He assured
that FIFA would extend all possible support to strengthen the
programme and expand football opportunities for children across
the country. He said the Football for Schools initiative was pri-
marily focused on Pakistan’s youth and aimed to give children
greater opportunities to play, learn and develop through foot-
ball. He appreciated the efforts of PFF President Mohsin Gi-
lani in promoting and developing the sport in Pakistan, assuring
that FIFA stood fully behind the country’s football development.
Sanchez said the programme would initially focus on creating
opportunities through school-level tournaments, coaching and

Ty

structured platforms, while providing children with the skills
and environment needed to develop their abilities. He add-
ed that FIFA intended to expand the project across Pakistan,
stressing that the launch was only the beginning of a broader
and long-term commitment to grassroots football development.
“Football talent can emerge from any country, and Pakistan is no
exception. Young people simply need the right opportunities and
environment to develop their abilities,” Sanchez said. “I have
felt tremendous enthusiasm for football in Pakistan within just a
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conference, this version is ready for publication.
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few days of arriving,” he added. Sanchez said FIFA wanted to see
every child playing foothall while ensuring that girls in Pakistan also
received meaningful opportunities to participate and progress in the
sport. The Football for Schools programme is expected to give a signifi-
cant boost to grassroots football, school sports, youth development and
girls’ participation, while creating a broader talent pool for Pakistan’s
future football teams.One editorial point: If the 3 million, 162,000 foot-
balls and 3,000 schools figures are official figures announced at the
press conference, this version is ready for publication.
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Atif for steps
to further
strengthen
Pakistan,
Africa eco ties

ISLAMABAD (PR). The
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI)
hosted the first Pak-Africa
Roundtable Conference,
chaired by FPCCI Presi-
dent Atif Ikram Sheikh.
The conference featured
detailed discussions on pro-
moting trade, investment,
economic cooperation, and
business ties between Pa-
kistan and African nations.
Ambassadors, High Com-
missioners, and Consuls
General from various Af-
rican countries—including
Morocco, Zimbabwe, Su-
dan, Kenya, and Ethiopia—
attended the event.
Addressing the confer-
ence, Atif Ikram Sheikh
President FPCCI Presi-
dent highlighted that the
FPCCI is actively working
to boost economic activi-
ties with African nations
and will continue to play
its role in solidifying trade
relations. He stated that
the African region holds
immense importance for
Pakistan, as reflected in
current government pol-
icies, and that the FPC-
CI will serve as a bridge

between the business
communities of  both
sides. Sheikh stressed

the need to enhance busi-
ness-to-business (B2B)

and chamber-to-chamber
connections to link Pa-
kistan with the African
market. He identified
vast opportunities for
investment and job crea-
tion, adding that Africa’s
emerging economies will
play a crucial role in the
future global economy.
He highlighted key Paki-
stani  sectors—including
agriculture, pharmaceuti-
cals, minerals and mining,
technology, food, and in-
frastructure—that offer
significant trade and in-
vestment potential in Afri-
ca, emphasizing that both
regions should leverage
their large populations,
resources, and expansive
markets. The FPCCI Pres-
ident noted that over fifty
countries in the African
region hold strategic val-
ue for Pakistan. Practical
measures are needed to
solidify economic ties, and
the FPCCI remains com-
mitted to expanding trade
relations and exploring new
business avenues. Addition-
al Secretary of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Hamid
Asghar Khan stated that
Pakistan assigns special
importance to promoting
trade and economic cooper-
ation with African nations,
noting that strengthening
economic links with Africa

is a top priority of Paki-
stan’s foreign policy. He
emphasized that Pakistan
wants to further expand
mutually beneficial eco-
nomic partnerships with Af-
rican countries, where the
private sector and business
community play a pivotal
role. He encouraged the
Pakistani business commu-
nity to fully capitalize on
the opportunities available
in African markets, adding
that the Government of Pa-
kistan will provide all pos-
sible facilitation to foster
trade and investment. Khan
noted that coordinated dip-
lomatic and commercial
efforts are required to en-
hance Pak-Africa ties, prais-
ing the FPCCI Roundtable
Conference as a significant
step forward.

Ambassador of Zimbabwe
stated that Zimbabwe seeks
to promote trade and invest-
ment with Pakistan, noting
vast potential to increase
bilateral trade volume
through direct business
community linkages. Ethi-
opian Ambassador Omer
Hussein Oba remarked that
strong B2B connections
and chamberto-chamber
cooperation could signifi-
cantly boost mutual trade.
He highlighted opportu-
nities for collaboration in
agriculture, industry, miner-
als, and technology, adding
that Ethiopia can serve as a
gateway for Pakistani busi-
nesses into African markets.
The Ambassador of Sudan
commended FPCCI’s ini-
tiatives, noting the critical
role of the private sector in
driving bilateral trade. He
highlighted potential coop-
eration in textiles and other
sectors, assuring that Sudan
welcomes Pakistani inves-
tors.—DNA

12 falcons
confiscated
from
noachers

PESHAWAR: The Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Wildlife
Department on Friday re-
leased 12 falcons confiscat-
ed from poachers into their
natural habitat, contributing
to the restoration of their
wild population, preserva-
tion of ecological balance
and maintenance of the nat-
ural food chain. Provincial
Minister for Forest, Envi-
ronment and Wildlife, Pir
Musavir Khan Ghazi was
chief guest at the ceremony
and released the falcons.
Conservator Wildlife Central
Circle, M. Israr briefed the
Minister that the falcons had
been confiscated on Septem-
ber 10, 2026, at around 5:30
p.m. by Wildlife Department
staff deployed at the Peshawar
Motorway Toll Plaza. The birds
were recovered from a Daewoo
bus bearing registration num-
ber FSJ-444. The enforcement
operation was conducted on
the directions of DFO Wild-
life Peshawar, Mrs. Manahil
Wahab as part of intensified
efforts to curb the illegal trap-
ping, transportation and trade
of protected wildlife species.
Pir Musavir Khan appreciated
the vigilance, dedication and
effective enforcement efforts
of the field staff, saying protec-
tion and restoration of wildlife
populations were essential
for maintaining biodiversity,
ecological balance and healthy
natural food chains. He said
effective wildlife conservation
also contributed to addressing
environmental degradation
and the impacts of climate
change.—APP

Al-Mustafa trust raises funds to
expand free healthcare services

RAWALPINDI: The an-
nual fundraising dinner
of Al-Mustafa Trust was
held on September 10,
2026, at Galaxy Hall, Topi
Rakh, Rawalpindi, where
philanthropists and com-
passionate citizens from
the twin cities participated
in large numbers and ex-
tended financial support
to the Trust’s humanitar-
ian mission. The event
commenced with the rec-
itation of the Holy Quran
by Colonel Zafar Ali Sufi,
followed by a Naat-e-Rasool
Magbool presented by
Muhammad Naeem Mirza.
A documentary was then
screened, highlighting
the Trust’s services and
achievements.  Chairman
Al-Mustafa Trust Lieuten-
ant General Muhammad
Mustafa Khan (Retd) gave
a detailed presentation on
the organisation’s perfor-
mance and various health-
care initiatives. Later,
Master of Ceremonies Brig-

adier Muhammad Sarfraz
(Retd) invited the founder
and patron of Al-Mustafa
Trust, Lieutenant General

” 2o
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Ghulam Muhammad Malik
(Retd), to address the gath-
ering. In his remarks, Gen-
eral Ghulam Muhammad

Malik expressed gratitude
to Allah Almighty for bless-
ing the Trust’s efforts with
acceptance and remarka-
ble progress. He said the
organisation had expanded
significantly and was now
reaching communities
across Pakistan.

He appreciated the dedica-
tion and selfless services
of the Trust’s workers, di-
rectors and trustees and
prayed for its continued
growth and success.

Over the years, the or
ganisation has expanded
its network considerably.
According to the Trust,
its 53 medical centres,
dispensaries and mobile
dispensaries are provid-
ing quality medical treat-
ment, free medicines
and diagnostic tests to
around 1.8 million poor
and deserving patients
annually at 102 locations
across the country.

The Trust is a registered
organisation approved by

the Government of Pa-
kistan and undergoes an
annual audit by an interna-
tionally reputed firm. The
Pakistan Centre for Philan-
thropy has also recognised
its performance, awarding
it 93 percent in its detailed
assessment, reflecting its
governance and manage-
ment standards.

The Chairman and senior
management of the Trust
serve without remunera-
tion, dedicating their ser-
vices to humanitarian work
and seeking the pleasure of
Allah Almighty.

Al-Mustafa Trust’s medical
centres provide a range of
healthcare facilities, includ-
ing qualified doctors, nurs-
ing staff, pharmacies, am-
bulances, ECG, ultrasound,
X-ray and laboratory servic-
es. Major centres also offer
specialist consultations in
cardiology, chest diseases,
dermatology, paediatrics,
gynaecology and psycholog-
ical healthcare.—DNA

CDWP clears
seven projects
worth Rs116b

ISLAMABAD” Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initiatives/
Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission Professor Ah-
san Igbal on Friday chaired
a meeting of the CDWP that
approved and recommended
seven development projects
worth around Rs116 billion
under the government’s
development and reform
agenda Of these, five pro-
jects costing Rs21.590 billion
were approved by the Cen-
tral Development Working
Party (CDWP), while it rec-
ommended two major pro-
jects worth Rs94.301 billion
to the Executive Committee
of the National Economic
Council (ECNEC) for fur-
ther consideration, a news
release said. Among others,
the meeting was attend-

ed by senior officials from
the federal and provincial
governments, Planning
Commission members,
the Chief Economist and
Vice Chancellor PIDE. The
projects covered food and
agriculture,  governance,
higher education, infor-
mation technology, sports
and water sectors and were
aligned with the Uraan Pa-
kistan vision of strength-
ening  human  capital,
modernizing governance,
improving  infrastructure
and promoting sustainable
and inclusive economic
growth. The CDWP ap-
proved the revised “Pro-
motion of Olive Cultivation
on Commercial Scale in
Pakistan - Phase-II” project
at a cost of Rs5,014.919 mil-
lion. Reviewing the project,

Ahsan Igbal recalled that
the initiative was launched
in 2014 under Vision 2025
and stressed the need for a
professional, result-orient-
ed approach with greater
private-sector participation.
He said successful pri-
vate-sector olive growers
should be brought into the
initiative to help expand
commercial production. He
particularly highlighted the
potential of the Kallar Ka-
har-Islamabad corridor and
the wider Potohar belt and
directed that this potential
be incorporated into the
project. The project en-
visages expansion of olive
farms in Balochistan and
NMDs, while the minister
emphasized that olive plan-
tations should ultimately cov-
er one million acres.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

SEPTEMBER

Sept01/Libya
Revolution Day

Sept01/Tanzania
Defence day

Sept01/Uzbekistan
Independence Day

Sept07/Brazil
Independence Day

Sept09/DPR Korea
National Day

Sept09/Tajikistan
Independence Day

Septl6/Malaysia
Armed Forces Day

Septl6/Mexico
National Day

Septl6/Papua New
Guinea
Independence Day

Septl8/Chile
National Day

Sept21/Malta
Independence Day

Sept23/Saudi Arabia
National Day
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Hospitals
CMH.....ouvvvveeeennnnn 5611111
MH...oovviiiiiieeiieeneee 561116

PIMS.........c...... 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
...9209224

PotoharTown...
Rawal Town............ 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Hamza reviews digital
communication initiatives

Attaullah Tarar said digital media had become an effective means of disseminating information and
maintaining communication with the public in the present era. He said countering negative propaganda
and fabricated news against Pakistan was an important responsibility of the DCD

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Vice President and former
Punjab chief minister Hamza Shahbaz Sharif
on Friday visited the Digital Communication
Department (DCD) of the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting and reviewed its
ongoing digital communication initiatives.
Federal Minister for Information and
Federal
Secretary Information Ashfaq Ahmed
Khalil and senior officials of the ministry
received Hamza Shahbaz on his arrival. At-
taullah Tarar gave him a detailed briefing
on the DCD’s various sections, scope of
work, and functions, including its use of dig-
ital technology and social media platforms
for public communication. Hamza Shahbaz
took a keen interest in the activities of the
department and appreciated the Ministry of
Information’s efforts to strengthen digital
communication. He said digital media had
become an important means of providing
timely information to the public and effec-
tively highlighting government initiatives.
He said the effective use of digital plat-
forms could help project Pakistan’s positive
image and national narrative to audiences
around the world. Hamza Shahbaz also ap-
preciated the ministry’s initiatives in the
field of digital communication and the use
of modern technology to improve outreach.
Attaullah Tarar said digital media had be-
come an effective means of disseminating

Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar,

information and maintaining communica-
tion with the public in the present era.He
said countering negative propaganda and
fabricated news against Pakistan was an
important responsibility of the DCD. He
stressed the need to highlight the govern-
ment’s initiatives and national narrative
on digital platforms in accordance with
modern communication requirements. He

said the DCD and PTV Digital were playing
an important role in achieving these objec-
tives. The meeting also discussed ways to
strengthen public outreach and effective
communication through digital technolo-
gy, social media, and other platforms. The
participants also discussed measures to
further expand the digital reach of content
through PTV Digita . Hamza Shahbaz was

briefed on various initiatives being under-
taken in the digital communication sector and
the use of modern technologies to enhance

public outreach. Federal Minister Rana
Mubashir Igbal, Minister of State Abdul Re-
hman Kanju, Prime Minister’s Media Coor-
dinator Badar Shahbaz Waraich and Prime
Minister’s Special Assistant Talha Burki
were also present.—APP

HEC, ACCA

explore avenues
of collaboration

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the
Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants (ACCA), a globally rec-
ognised professional accounting
organisation, visited the Higher Ed-
ucation Commission (HEC) Secre-
tariat and called on Chairman HEC
Dr Niaz Ahmad Akhtar on Friday.
The ACCA team comprising Execu-
tive Director, Relationships, ACCA
Ms. Lucia Real Martin, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer ACCA Pakistan Mr
Assad Hameed Khan, and other no-

tables apprised the Chairman HEC
of the ACCA operations and achieve-
ments in Pakistan and appreciated
HEC for its services in the higher
education sector. The delegates also
informed the Chairman HEC about
the ACCA centres functioning in
Pakistan, the accomplishments of
ACCA members/graduates, and the
successes of accountancy profes-
sionals exporting services to foreign
reputed firms from Pakistan. The
two sides discussed the potential of

collaboration, particularly in the are-
as of research and capacity building.
They also had a detailed discussion
on equivalence and accreditation of
qualifications, impact of the Char-
tered Accountancy professionals on
the national economy, and and the
way forward to strengthen linkages
between academia and profession-
al bodies. Chairman HEC Dr Niaz
Ahmad Akhtar reiterated HEC’s
commitment to quality of higher
education and research. He acknowl-
edged the importance of Chartered
Accountancy professionals for organ-
isations, underlining the need for pro-
moting literacy and training of Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) and digital
currency, supporting entrepreneur-
ship, and encouraging continuous
professional development (CPD) in all
academic disciplines including Char-
tered Accountancy. He highlighted the
significance of the impact of professions
on the national economy.—APP

Ultra-low TDS water
not healthier water

ISLAMABAD: The growing use of
Reverse Osmosis (RO) systems in
households is prompting water quality
experts to caution consumers against
unnecessarily removing minerals
from drinking water and treating an
extremely low Total Dissolved Solids
(TDS) concentration as a sign of supe-
rior water quality. In an interview with
APP, Director, National Water Quality
Laboratory, Pakistan Council of Re-
search in Water Resources (PCRWR),
Saiqa Imran, said RO systems were
useful where water contained exces-
sive dissolved salts or specific contam-
inants requiring treatment, but their
unnecessary use could remove natu-
rally occurring minerals from other-
wise acceptable water. She said a TDS
concentration below 100 milligrams
per litre, particularly concentration

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Railways, Muham-
mad Hanif Abbasi has paid
rich tribute to Quaid-i-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah on
the occasion of his 78th
death anniversary, acknowl-
edging his visionary lead-
ership, principled politics
and tireless struggle for the
creation of Pakistan. In his
message, the minister said
Quaid-i-Azam’s  far-sighted
leadership, adherence to
principles and relentless
efforts transformed the
dream of a separate home-
land for the Muslims of
the subcontinent into real-
ity. He said Quaid-i-Azam
envisioned Pakistan as
a strong, sovereign and
prosperous state, adding
that it was the collective
responsibility of the nation
to translate his vision into
reality. Hanif Abbasi said
the present government,
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, was taking
practical steps to steer Pa-
kistan towards development,
economic stability and pros-
perity in line with the vision
of Quaid-i-Azam. He said the
journey towards Pakistan’s
development .-APP

of 20, 30 or even 14 milligrams per
litre, should not automatically be con-
sidered ideal drinking water. “People
often assume that if the TDS concen-
tration is very low, the water is safe
and better. This is not correct,” she
said. According to her, reverse osmo-
sis removes dissolved substances,
including mineral salts, from water.
Therefore, where the source water
already meets the relevant quality
standards and is free from harmful
chemical and microbial contamina-
tion, unnecessary RO treatment may
not be required. She said water with
TDS levels in the range of around
300 to 500 milligrams per litre could
provide a more desirable mineral
content, while the national drinking
water standard permits TDS up to
1,000 milligrams per litre. For bot-

tled water, she said the applicable
TDS standard was 500 milligrams
per litre. Saiqa Imran explained that
TDS levels naturally varied from re-
gion to region because of differences
in geology and water sources. Water
in Islamabad, for instance, generally
had TDS levels of around 300 to 600
milligrams per litre, while freshwater
sources in mountainous areas such
as Hunza could have levels of around
200 milligrams per litre. In contrast,
groundwater in parts of South Punjab
could have substantially higher TDS,
while levels in the Cholistan region
could reach around 25000 to 30000
milligrams per litre, she said. She
stressed that the appropriate treat-
ment depended on the actual qual-
ity of the source water rather than
simply its TDS concentration.—APP
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Plan to spur
electricity
demand

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the Pakistan Business
Council (PBC), led by Chief Executive Officer Javed
Kureishi, on Friday met with Federal Minister for En-
ergy Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari. The meeting
focused on exploring strategic avenues to stimulate elec-
tricity demand, optimize existing generation capacity,
reduce power sector costs, and promote electricity con-
sumption to drive national economic activities, said a press
release. During the meeting, Dr. Naveed Arshad, on behalf
of the Pakistan Business Council, delivered a presentation
on a strategic framework. The presentation addressed the
interconnected challenges of demand and cost within the
power sector, highlighting potential growth areas and pro-
posing actionable measures for the optimal utilization of
existing generation capacity.

The framework also evaluated projections indicating a po-
tential annual demand growth of approximately 44 to 45
Terawatt-hours (TWh) over the next five to seven years.
The presentation detailed opportunities to foster elec-
tricity consumption across key sectors, including electric
buses and vehicles, gas-to-grid transition, agriculture, data
centers, railways, and industrial operations. It was high-
lighted that generating incremental demand would allow
fixed capacity costs to be distributed over a larger volume
of consumed units, thereby helping to stabilize per-unit tar-
iffs for end-consumers. Federal Minister Sardar Awais Ah-
mad Khan Leghari stated that boosting electricity demand,
ensuring efficient utilization of available generation capaci-
ty, and lowering power sector costs remain central to the
government’s reform agenda. He emphasized that the
government was actively implementing multiple meas-
ures to reduce system expenses and alleviate unneces-
sary financial burdens on power consumers The minister
informed that approximately 21 million consumers were
currently benefiting from 40 to 50 percent power sub-
sidies, and the government was executing structural
reforms to rationalize the cross-subsidy burden. He
added that lowering system expenses and establishing
a more sustainable, targeted subsidy mechanism were
essential to protect consumers from unmerited finan-
cial strain. The minister reaffirmed that the govern-
ment would not encourage or support projects that
violate the principle of least-cost generation. He made
it clear that if any project deviated from the least-cost
framework, the resulting financial burden would not
be passed on to electricity consumers.—APP

FIR Islamabad
issues travel
advisory for

overseas

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Islamabad Zone has advised
dual nationals and overseas
Pakistanis travelling to Pa-
kistan to ensure they carry
valid travel documents and
meet all applicable immigra-
tion requirements before
starting their journey. An FIA
official told APP on Friday
that dual nationals travelling
to Pakistan should carry a
valid Pakistani passport, Na-
tional Identity Card for Over-
seas Pakistanis (NICOP), or
Pakistan e-Visa where appli-
cable. The FIA clarified that
Pakistani nationals working
abroad could return to Paki-
stan even if their CNIC had
expired, provided they pos-
sessed other required travel
documents in accordance
with applicable regulations.
It advised passengers to ver-
ify relevant travel and immi-
gration requirements before
boarding their flights and
ensure that their documents
were in order. The agency
urged travellers to check the
validity of their passports
and make sure their identity
documents were up to date
and acceptable for travel.—
APP

SSP reviews
Faisal Masjid,
Imambargahs

ISLAMABAD :Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP) Op-
erations Islamabad, Qazi Ali
Raza, on Friday visited Faisal
Masjid and different Imam-
bargahs and mosques across
the federal capital to review
security arrangements for
Friday prayers. An official
told APP that during the vis-
its, the SSP Qazi inspected
security deployment at the
religious places and briefed
police officers performing
security duties. He direct-
ed the deployed personnel
to remain alert and vigilant
and ensure effective security
arrangements during Friday
prayers. Qazi also instruct-
ed officers to maintain
close watch at their respec-
tive duty points and perform
their responsibilities with full
attention to ensure the safety
of worshippers.—APP

IRSA releases
243,700
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on Friday released 243,700
cusecs of water from various
rim stations with an inflow of
186,600 cusecs. According to
the data released by IRSA,
the water level in the River
Indus at Tarbela Dam stood
at 1546.42 feet, which was
144.42 feet higher than the
dead level of 1402.00 feet.
Water inflow and outflow in
the dam were recorded as
116,300 cusecs and 154,800
cusecs respectively. The wa-
ter level in the Jhelum River
at Mangla Dam was 1221.15
feet, which was 171.15 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow and
outflow of water were record-
ed as 11,400 cusecs.—APP
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FUUAST, KFU
discuss
academic
coon

ISLAMABAD: The Feder
al Urdu University of Arts,
Science and Technology
(FUUAST) Islamabad and
Kazan Federal University
(KFU) Russia discussed fur-
ther academic cooperation
and preparations for the 3rd
Pakistan Russia Internation-
al Conference 2027, in an
online meeting held.

The meeting discussed joint
degree programmes, joint
research and cooperation
in different fields, including
Artificial Intelligence, Com-
puter Science and Pharmacy.
The participants also dis-
cussed more academic inter-
action between teachers and
students of both universities.
The meeting was attended by
senior faculty members and
officials from both universi-
ties. From FUUAST, the par-
ticipants included Dr. Hina
Mudassir Director ORIC, Dr
Lubna Bashir Incharge Dean,
Faculty of Pharmacy, Dr Saba
Bashir, Chairperson De-
partment of Artificial Intelli-
gence, Khawaja Tahir from
the Department of Comput-
er Science, Dr Faisal Javaid,
Head of the Department IR
& Mass Communication and
Deputy Director ORIC, Dr.
Muhammad Arif Khan and
Dr. Amir Ahmed Farooqui.
The KFU delegation was
led by Dr Timirkhan Alishev,
Vice Rector, Kazan Federal
University, Dr Artem Valenti-
novich Krestyaninov, Acting
Dean of the Higher School
of International Relations
and World History, Institute
of International Relations,
History and Oriental Studies,
KFU, Dr Rustem Chanyshev
and other faculty members
and officials also attended
the meeting..—APP

Plan to spur
electricity
demand, slash
power costs

ISLAMABAD: A delegation
of the Pakistan Business
Council (PBC), led by Chief
Executive  Officer Javed
Kureishi, on Friday met
with Federal Minister for
Energy Sardar Awais Ahmad
Khan Leghari The meeting
focused on exploring stra-
tegic avenues to stimulate
electricity demand, optimize
existing generation capacity,
reduce power sector costs,
and promote electricity con-
sumption to drive national
economic activities, said a
press release. During the
meeting, Dr. Naveed Arshad,
on behalf of the Pakistan
Business Council, delivered
a presentation on a strategic
framework. The presentation
addressed the interconnect-
ed challenges of demand and
cost within the power sector,
highlighting potential growth
areas and proposing actiona-
ble measures for the optimal
utilization of existing gener-
ation capacity. The frame-
work also evaluated projec-
tions indicating a potential
annual demand growth of
approximately 44 to 45 Ter-
awatthours (TWh) over the
next five to seven years. The
presentation detailed oppor-
tunities to foster electricity
consumption across key sec-
tors, including electric bus-
es and vehicles, gas-to-grid
transition, agriculture, data
centers, railways.—APP

Businessmen urged support
Found Group in ICCI polls

Zafar Bakhtawari said the Founder Group is fully united and that ICCI is an excellent platform and a
prestigious institution for resolving the issues of the business community

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Founder Group
Mian Muhammad Tariq Sadiq has urged all
traders of Islamabad to cast their votes in
the ICCI elections on September 16 and
support the Founder Group candidates
for the resolution of their issues, promo-
tion of business activities and a better fu-
ture for the business community. He said
the Founder Group has been serving the
business community for the last 40 years,
and its outstanding performance is a clear
testament to its services. He expressed
these views while addressing a dinner host-
ed by former President Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari in honour of the Founder Group
leadership and candidates contesting the
ICCI elections in Blue Area. Founder Group
Council Members Khalid Javed, Khalid Igbal
Malik, Abdul Rauf Alam, Zafar Bakhtawari,
Mian Akram Farid, Amir Waheed, Ijaz Abba-
si and Chaudhry Masood , along with presi-
dents and office-bearers of various markets
of Islamabad and a large number of traders,
attended the event. Zafar Bakhtawari said
the Founder Group is fully united and that
ICCI is an excellent platform and a pres-
tigious institution for resolving the issues
of the business community. He said ICCI
membership has now become a matter of
honour for traders. The Founder Group
has been serving traders for four decades
and has received their strong confidence in
every election. He said the Council Mem-
bers have kept everyone united and would
continue to maintain unity and consensus.
He stressed that Islamabad should be giv-
en an empowered assembly, its due share

should be allocated under the NFC Award,
and the business community should be
given an effective role in the local govern-
ment system. Mian Akram Farid said the
Founder Group’s four decades of service
are the strongest evidence of its perfor-
mance and the confidence of the business
community. He said the group has always
believed in consultation, unity and collec-
tive decision-making. He urged traders to
remain united and ensure the success of
Founder Group candidates on September
16. Amir Waheed and Ijaz Abbasi, while in-
troducing the candidates, said the Founder
Group has always given priority to merit,
capability and service. They said the cur-
rent panel has the ability and commitment
to effectively highlight and resolve the is-
sues faced by the business community.
They added that the Founder Group candi-
dates genuinely represent the interests of
traders. Presidential candidate Zakaria Zia
said the confidence placed by the business

.

community in the Founder Group would be
transformed into practical performance after
victory. He pledged to make ICCI a more ef-
fective platform for resolving traders’ issues and
improving the business environment. Presi-
dential candidate Umar Hussain said resolv-
ing the issues of the business community is
their top priority. If elected, they would make
every effort to facilitate traders, promote
business activities and further strengthen
the role of ICCI. Chaudhry Wajid Ayub said
the real strength of the Founder Group
lies in the trust of the business community
and its strong unity. He said traders would
demonstrate their confidence in the Found-
er Group leadership and candidates through
their votes on September 16. Naveed Malik
said the business community needs a strong,
active and united voice to address its chal-
lenges. He said the Founder Group has al-
ways stood by traders and would continue
to raise its voice for the protection of their
rights. Kashif Chaudhry said practical

measures are essential to overcome the
difficulties faced by the business commu-
nity and create a business{riendly environ-
ment. He said the Founder Group leadership
and candidates are united for the protection
of traders’ interests. Chaudhry Rauf said the
success of the Founder Group is, in fact, the
success of the business community. He said
the strong participation and votes of traders
on September 16 would ensure the success
of the Founder Group candidates and further
strengthen ICCI. Blue Area President Yousaf
Rajput said the business community of Blue
Area stands firmly with the Founder Group
leadership and candidates and would extend
its full support on September 16. Abrar-ul-
Haq , Executive Committee candidate from
Blue Area, said the traders of Blue Area are
united for the success of Founder Group can-
didates. He said the vote of the business com-
munity would further strengthen the Founder
Group’s effective role in serving traders and
protecting their interests.

Mushahid

praises Chinese
leadership

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Speakers at a special
event marking the 50th death anni-
versary of Chinese leader, Chairman
Mao Zedong, lauded his historic con-
tributions to China and the world. The
largely attended function was hosted
by the Pakistan-China Institute, whose
Chairman, Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed, delivered the keynote address.
Other speakers included prominent
journalist Hamid Mir and leading
lawyer Salman Akram Raja. Former
Speaker of the National Assembly,
Syed Fakhar Imam, was the Chief
Guest while the function was presided
over by the former Foreign Minister
and Ambassador to China, Inamul
Hagq. Senator Sitara Ayaz gave the vote

of thanks at the end of the function. In
his keynote speech, Senator Musha-
hid Hussain Sayed said that Chairman
Mao was among the three historical
giants of the 20th century who shaped
the course of history through their
leadership and vision, the other two
being the leader of the Russian Rev-
olution, Vladimir Lenin and Founder
of Pakistan, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad
Ali Jinnah. Terming Chairman Mao
as the builder of new China, Senator
Mushahid Hussain said that during
the quarter century of his rule, Chair-
man Mao liberated Chinese peas-
ants from feudalism, doubled the life
expectancy, increased the literacy
rate from 20% to 93%, made China a
nuclear power through indigenous
efforts in science and technology and
emancipated Chinese women, while

ensuring food, clothing, housing and
basic health facilities for all Chinese.
He thus laid tje Foundation of today’s
peaceful, prosperous and powerful
China. Senator Mushahid Hussain
also praised Chairman Mao as the
architect of friendship with Pakistan
and he was the one who gave full sup-
port to Pakistan during the 1965 war
against India, while also supporting op-
pressed causes like Kashmir and Pales-
tine as well as the liberation movements
in Africa. Senator Mushahid Hussain
said that on three occasions, Chairman
Mao played a decisive role in saving the
Chinese Revolution and in protecting
the interests of China and its people.
The first was in 1935 where Chairman
Mao led the Long March, which saved
the Communist Party and preserved
the People’s Liberation Army. Then in
1966, he launched the Cultural Revolu-
tion in order to save China from the fate
of Soviet Union as he feared that the
Chinese system was becoming corrupt-
ed. He thus helped China to avert the
fate of the Soviet Union, which broke
up eventually in 1991.In 1971, it was
Chairman Mao’s master stroke in di-
plomacy through his opening to Amer-
ica which delinked the United States
from the Soviet Union to prevent their
gang-up against China.

FDE upgrades 30
science labs in schools

ISLAMABAD: The federal government on Friday inaugurat-
ed 30 newly renovated science laboratories at 22 institutions
of the Federal Directorate of Education (FDE), including Is-
lamabad Model College for Boys (IMCB), F-8/4, as part of the
Prime Minister’s Education Reforms Programme to modern-
ise public-sector schools and promote hands-on science educa-
tion. Federal Education Minister Dr Khalid Magbool Siddiqui
inaugurated the facilities, which have been equipped with
modern scientific equipment, improved safety features and ac-
tivity based workstations to enable students to learn through
experimentation and inquiry. The inauguration ceremony was
attended by Secretary of the Ministry of Federal Education
and Professional Training Nadeem Mahbub, FDE Director
General Javed Igbal Mirza, senior ministry and FDE officials,
heads of educational institutions, teachers, parents and oth-
er stakeholders. Speaking at the ceremony, Dr Siddiqui said
science education could not reach its full potential without op-

portunities for students to observe, investigate, experiment
and discover. He said modern laboratories would help develop
innovation, creativity, collaboration and critical-thinking skills
among students and prepare them for the scientific and tech-
nological demands of the future. Mr Mirza said while talking
to the ceremony that Phase-I of the Science Laboratories Ren-
ovation Project had been completed, covering 30 laboratories
in 22 FDE institutions. The upgraded facilities comprise 15
combined science laboratories, six physics laboratories, five
chemistry laboratories and four biology laboratories. Accord-
ing to the FDE, many of the laboratories had been established
decades ago and had become outdated. They have now been
redesigned and equipped according to modern scientific
and pedagogical requirements. The laboratories feature
activity based workstations with water, gas and electricity
facilities, allowing students to conduct practical experi-
ments and engage in collaborative learning.—APP

Pakistan, Tajikistan agree to
enhance trade cooperation

Asifa for collective
responsibility to
protect kids from
abuse

ISLAMABAD: First Lady Bibi Asifa Bhutto Zardari on Fri-
day said every child had an absolute right to grow up safe
at home, school, in the community and increasingly, in the
digital world. In a statement on child protection, she said
violence, abuse, exploitation or neglect of a child could
never be dismissed as a private matter, social custom or
an unfortunate circumstance. “When a child is harmed,
society has failed in its most basic duty of care,” she said.
Asifa said children across the world continued to face
physical and sexual violence, trafficking, forced labour,
child marriage, exploitation and abuse online. She said
the United Nations had repeatedly warned that violence
against children remained widespread yet preventable,
adding that protecting children required political will,
strong institutions and sustained action “In Pakistan,
this responsibility is especially urgent,” she said, adding
that recent evidence concerning online exploitation of
children reminded that threats to childhood were evolv-
ing rapidly. She said technology must expand children’s
opportunities, education and knowledge and must nev-
er become a doorway through which predators entered
their lives. The first lady said child protection could
not begin only after a tragedy had occurred and must
begin with prevention, including informed parents,
safe schools, trained teachers, responsive police and
social services, stronger protection mechanisms, re-
sponsible digital platforms and communities willing to
speak when they saw a child at risk.She said where a
crime against a child had occurred, there must be no
silence, stigma or protection for the perpetrator. “A
frightened child must be heard. A harmed child must
be protected. A survivor must be treated with dignity.
And an offender must face the law,” she said.—APP

University
fever leaves
affiliated
colleges
struggling

ISLAMABAD: For many stu-
dents, the choice between a
university and an affiliated
college is increasingly driven
by the name on the degree.
As students favour universi-
ties for wider exposure and
better career prospects, af-
filiated colleges are losing
ground despite offering low-
er fees, shorter class timings,
proximity to home and more
personalised learning, even
when the degree is awarded
by a university.

Peer pressure, rankings and
institutional reputation rein-
force the perception that uni-
versities offer better career
prospects. This leaves col-
leges facing the challenge of
proving that they can provide
equally meaningful education
and opportunities.

Maryam Naveed, a BS Eng-
lish student at Fazaia Bilquis
College of Education for
Women, told APP that she
chose college for its comfort-
able, focused and supportive
environment. She credits in-
dividual attention from teach-
ers for her academic and
professional growth, which
helped her secure teaching
work at a government insti-
tute and an online job. She
values close support and
approachable teachers but
notes that monitoring can
sometimes feel restrictive
compared with university
life. She also participated in
sports, student council activ-
ities, workshops and confer-
ences. Despite recognising
universities’ stronger profes-
sional networks and expo-
sure, she considers choosing
college an excellent decision
and says the right choice de-
pends on a student’s goals.
Shaiza Fatima, a BS Phys-
ics graduate from PIES,
(Pakistan  Institute  of
Engineering and Applied
Sciences) University, Is-
lamabad, offers the univer-
sity perspective. She told
this scribe that universities
provide greater opportuni-
ties for personal growth and
independent thinking. Uni-
versity education, she said,
promotes discipline and
concept-driven  learning.
She believes students asso-
ciate universities with bet-
ter career prospects, while
peer pressure, rankings
and institutional reputation
also influence their choic-
es. However, she stressed
that college and university
graduates can achieve sim-
ilar careers through hard
work. In her view, universi-
ties offer greater freedom
to think creatively, explore
interests and pursue curi-
osity. Ms. Aysha Masood,
a lecturer at Fazaia Bilquis
College of Education for
Women, sharing her in-
sight with APP said that
colleges can offer struc-
tured learning, close inter-
action with students, person-
alised attention and strong
mentorship. —APP

MOST EXPERIENCED
MANUFACTURERS &
EXPORTERS of
MARTIAL ARTS UNIFORMS

S JU-JUTSU N
4 TAEKWONDO |
" UNIFORMS AND
£ COLOURED BELTS

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for National Food Security and
Research, Rana Tanveer Hussain
on Friday emphasized the need to
further enhance bilateral trade
and economic cooperation with-
Tajikistan. He said that the
existing trade volume between
the two countries needed to
be improved through greater
engagement and by exploring
new and alternative avenues
of trade. The minister held a
meeting with Ambassador of Ta-
jikistan to Pakistan, Yusuf Sha-
rifzoda and discussed bilateral
trade, agricultural cooperation,
economic relations and ways
to further strengthen ties be-
tween the two brotherly coun-
tries. During the meeting, the
Tajik Ambassador conveyed an
invitation to the Federal Minister
to attend the upcoming Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO)
meeting scheduled to be held in
September. The Federal Minister
said that Pakistan and Tajikistan
enjoyed historic, brotherly and
cordial relations, rooted in shared
religious, cultural and civilization-
al bonds. He said Tajikistan held a

special position among Pakistan’s
partners in Central Asia. Rana Tan-
veer Hussain highlighted the sig-
nificant potential for cooperation
between Pakistan and Tajikistan
in agriculture, food processing,
livestock, agricultural technology
and value addition. He said both
countries could benefit from each
other’s expertise and experience
to promote cooperation in the agri-

culture and food sectors. Ambassa-
dor Yusuf Sharifzoda said that the
decline in bilateral trade needed to
be addressed and emphasized the
importance of exploring alternative
options and new avenues to revive
and expand trade between the two
countries.

Both sides agreed to continue
efforts to strengthen trade and
economic linkages, enhance busi-

ness-to-business contacts and ex-
plore new opportunities for cooper-
ation in agriculture and food-related
sectors.

The meeting also underscored the
importance of regional connectivi-
ty, expanded trade and economic
cooperation in further strength-
ening the longstanding and
brotherly relations between Pa-
kistan and Tajikistan.—DNA
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Iran is betting
on Hormuz

JasoN D. GREENBLATT

TEHRAN believes the Strait of Hormuz is its strongest weapon in
this war. The US is making it increasingly expensive to use. Iran
says it struck two American vessels and eight oil tankers in the Gulf
this week. The US says the claim that Iran hit American warships is
false, and separate reports of merchant ships being struck do not con-
firm Iran’s account of the tankers. Whatever the real scale, the attacks
came after the US destroyed five Iranian oil tankers on Tuesday, 10 in a
week by Central Command’s count, following Iranian missile launches at
an American warship. Brent crude crossed $100 on Wednesday for the
first time since late July. This is day 194 of the war against the Iranian
regime, and in those 194 days Brent has closed above $100 on only about
40 trading days, almost all of them in one concentrated stretch from
mid-March to late May. Since May 22 it has closed above $100 only once
before today, on July 23, and fell back below $100 the following day. Over
the summer, the market learned to live with a mostly closed Hormuz,
and Brent spent July and August between $70 and $95.

I have always believed the strait was Iran’s principal leverage point. I
also know from my own sources that the Iranian leadership sees Hor-
muz as its most important weapon. That does not mean they have lost
interest in a nuclear weapon. They have not. It does not mean they no
longer want to destabilize the Middle East. They most certainly do. But
they firmly believe their ability to threaten passage through Hormuz is
their best chance to keep the regime alive, threaten their neighbors and
eventually regain the power they have lost during this war.

While Iran can make commercial shipping through Hormuz dangerous,
the US can make it harder for Iran to sell and move its own oil.

Iran does not need to keep every ship out to make that weapon work. It
needs to make passage dangerous and expensive enough that oil prices
rise, insurance costs soar and governments feel pressure to make con-
cessions to get traffic moving again. It continues to work hard at exact-
ly that, and the cost lands first on the Gulf’s own exporters, ports and
shippers. Before the war, more than 100 ships a day passed through the
Strait. Lloyd’s List Intelligence counted about 12 per day in the last week
of August, and war-risk premiums have run as high as 7.5 to 10 percent
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of a ship’s hull value, according to Marsh.

President Trump is responding by materially increasing the cost to Iran.
The pressure now reaches Iran’s oil exports and tankers, its access to
banks and financial networks and, as of this week, its airlines and the
foreign companies helping keep them flying. On Tuesday, the Treasury
Department sanctioned 27 Iranian airlines and the intermediaries sup-
plying Mahan Air with aircraft. On Friday, it sanctioned a Turkish bank
set up to move Iran’s oil revenue from China into Turkiye and convert it
to cash and gold. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has said more banks
will follow, week by week.

The destruction of five Iranian tankers takes that pressure beyond sanc-
tions. While Iran can make commercial shipping through Hormuz dan-
gerous, the US can make it harder for Iran to sell and move its own oil.
Hormuz works as leverage only as long as Iran can impose more pain
than it absorbs. President Trump is steadily reducing the economic value
Iran gets from its oil trade while attacking the networks that sustain the
regime. Tehran’s strongest card is becoming much more expensive to
play.

Iran is showing no sign that it is ready to negotiate in good faith. On the
contrary, Tehran talks about an understanding with Oman while firing
missiles at Jordan, claiming attacks on American warships, announcing
an exclusion zone at the mouth of the Gulf and sending the Houthis after
Saudi airports and Aramco facilities. The regime has chosen to fight
its way out of the pressure rather than negotiate its way out. Economic
pressure takes time, especially against a regime that has spent decades
learning how to survive sanctions, so the question is: Whose clock is
running? The midterm elections in the US are on Nov. 3, 55 days from
today. Inside Iran there is a real focus on exerting enough pressure on oil
prices and Gulf shipping before then to force President Trump to change
course. I think Tehran is reading the wrong clock. Whatever happens on
Nov. 3, President Trump is still president on Nov. 4, and his term runs to
Jan. 20, 2029. Part of Iran’s equation is those 55 days.

What should concern Tehran more is that President Trump has those 55
days and 809 more after them. Even if the Democrats do exceptionally
well on Nov. 3 and make Washington far more difficult for the adminis-
tration, President Trump has spent a career operating on many fronts at
once. He can deal with his opponents in Congress and with the Iranian
regime at the same time. If Tehran assumes otherwise, it has badly mis-
read the man it is dealing with. Iran is betting that Hormuz can carry the
regime through this war and outlast the pressure. The US is making that
bet more expensive every week, and the American political calendar may
not offer Tehran the exit it appears to be counting on.

Support Yemen to

stop the Houthis’

march toward Bab Al-Mandab

Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg

The hostilities resumed on
Aug. 30, when the US said
it had targeted two Iranian
launchers on Larak Island
after observing Iranian
forces preparing to launch
rockets carrying sea mines
toward the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran subsequently attacked
neighboring countries and
ships crossing the strait — a
drill Tehran has perfected
since the start of the war
in February. On Sept. 2,
Mohsen Rezaeli, Iran’s new
security chief, announced
a “new strategy.” In a post
on X, he wrote: “You will
soon witness that Iran’s
new strategy across the
battlefield, diplomacy and
countering the economic
siege will shatter your
foundations.” Apparently
on Tehran’s instructions,
the Houthis shattered
their four-year-old truce
with the government on
July 3 On Tuesday

proxy resumed last week after a lull in the

fighting during August. The apparent objective
is to control both the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab
Al-Mandab Strait. Iran resumed attacks on shipping
in the Gulf and the Houthis renewed their attacks on
Saudi Arabia and parts of Yemen held by the interna-
tionally recognized government. The Yemeni govern-
ment is trying to stop the Houthis’ march and it needs
genuine support from the international community.
For days, the Houthis have besieged forces loyal to the
government in the coastal city of Mokha, about 180km
south of Hodeidah and 80km north of Bab Al-Mandab.
It would be a major setback if the news about the fall
of Mokha is confirmed, making it even more urgent to
support the government in reversing Houthi advances
and denying them access to the coastal area facing the
strait and the hills overlooking it.
The hostilities resumed on Aug. 30, when the US said
it had targeted two Iranian launchers on Larak Island
after observing Iranian forces preparing to launch rock-
ets carrying sea mines toward the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran subsequently attacked neighboring countries and
ships crossing the strait — a drill Tehran has perfect-
ed since the start of the war in February. On Sept. 2,
Mohsen Rezaei, Iran’s new security chief, announced
a “new strategy.” In a post on X, he wrote: “You will
soon witness that Iran’s new strategy across the bat-
tlefield, diplomacy and countering the economic siege
will shatter your foundations.” Apparently on Tehran’s
instructions, the Houthis shattered their four-year-old
truce with the government on July 3 On Tuesday, Iran
said it had attacked more than a dozen vessels trying
to pass through the Strait of Hormuz and announced
a large expansion of the no-go zone extending beyond
its territorial waters. While the number of ships struck
is disputed, it is clear there has been an uptick in the
number of attacks and the accompanying rhetoric.
Apparently on Tehran’s instructions, the Houthis shat-
tered their four-year-old truce with the government on
July 3, when Iran dispatched a flight by Mahan Air to
Sanaa, in violation of the Yemeni government’s ban.
The carrier belongs to the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps and has been banned by many countries,
including Yemen, as it is known to ferry fighters and
arms to Iran’s proxies. When the airline tried to land
another plane at Sanaa airport on July 13, the govern-
ment prevented it from doing so. However, it managed
to land in another Houthi-controlled area, carrying
what is believed to be a planeload of armaments and
military advisers, accompanied by a Houthi delegation.
Almost immediately after returning from Iran, the

@ OORDINATED attacks by Iran and its Houthi

Houthis started attacking Saudi Arabia, Red Sea ship-
ping and government-held areas of Yemen. As Iran and
the US reengaged in talks in August and paused fight-
ing in the Gulf, the Houthis also tempered their prov-
ocations. But when Iran resumed fighting in the Gulf,
the Houthis followed suit. On Sept. 3, they launched a
large offensive against government positions in coast-
al regions and the hills overlooking the Red Sea in
an attempt to control the Bab Al-Mandab Strait. The
clashes spread to Yemen’s interior, with government
forces gradually gaining the upper hand there while
apparently losing ground along the coast. On Tuesday,
the Houthis struck the cities of Abha, Khamis Mushait,
Jazan and Najran in Saudi Arabia’s southwest, injuring
73 civilians, including women and children. With these
continuing attacks, all previously established channels
of communication between the Houthis and Saudi Ara-
bia appear to have broken down. The aim of the Houthi
attacks is to get closer to Bab Al-Mandab and threaten
shipping from the hills overlooking the waterway

This week’s unprovoked attack elicited widespread
condemnations and expressions of support for Saudi
Arabia. Pakistan expressed its “unwavering solidarity.”
Defense Minister Khawaja Asif said that the three-na-
tion Makkah Joint Defense Agreement between Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye could become opera-
tional in the event of aggression against the Kingdom.
Asif warned that “unprovoked aggression or spillover
of whatever is happening in Yemen into Saudi Arabia
will definitely make this agreement operational.” He
added: “No one should have any doubt in this. We are
bound by the terms and conditions of this pact. God
willing, we will honor them in case there is a need.”
The UN, Gulf Cooperation Council, Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, Arab League and many others
condemned the Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio stressed: “The
US has a very strong defensive military relationship
with Saudi Arabia and we’re watching those events
very closely.” He added: “The Houthis, in many
ways, are agents and proxies of the Iranians. I think
behind some of this is clearly the Iranian hand.”
Iran’s statements give evidence to Rubio’s remarks
about those links. Iranian leaders have repeatedly
threatened to disrupt maritime traffic in the Bab
Al-Mandab Strait. In April and later in June, Ali Ak-
bar Velayati, a former foreign minister and close ad-
viser to Iran’s supreme leader, said that the strait’s
security should not be taken for granted, adding that
“the resistance has the capability to lock both water-
ways.” Also in June, hard-liner Rezaei, then-senior
adviser to the supreme leader and a former com-

mander-in-chief of the IRGC, told CNN that the con-
flict could spread to other maritime routes, includ-
ing the Indian Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea
and Bab Al-Mandab. The threats from Rezaei have
become more bellicose since he was appointed sec-
retary of the Supreme National Security Council on
Aug. 10. According to a report by Reuters, the closure
of Bab Al-Mandab was discussed during the Houthis’
visit to Tehran in July. They were asked to stand ready
to close the Red Sea oil route when needed. They re-
turned to Yemen on July 13 and immediately began at-
tacking both Saudi Arabia and government positions,
coincidentally with new threats in the Iranian official
media about the closure of the strait.
It has become clear that the aim of the Houthi attacks
is to get closer to Bab Al-Mandab and threaten ship-
ping from the hills overlooking the waterway. Already,
maritime traffic in that area is less than half of what
it was in more peaceful times. But if they succeed in
reaching the strait, international shipping could stop in
Bab Al-Mandab just as it has in the Strait of Hormuz.
This is part of Iran’s grand strategy of controlling them
to disrupt energy supplies from the region.
The oil markets understand the situation, with the
Brent oil price jumping above $101 on Wednesday,
the highest in months. The price will likely go up if
the fighting continues — and it will go through the
roof if the Houthis manage to close this strategic
chokehold, through which more than 10 percent of
world trade passes. The government of Yemen is
fighting to prevent this nightmare scenario from
coming to pass and is seeking to safeguard freedom
of navigation. It needs the generous support of the
international community to complete the job and
deal effectively with the multiple threats it is facing.
First, in fighting terrorist groups, such as Al-
Shabab in Somalia, Al-Qaeda and Daesh, which are
going to take advantage of the situation, especially
since some of them are known to work with the
Houthis. Second, in preventing southern separa-
tists from helping the Houthis by interfering with
government forces trying to reach the front lines.
Third, in helping clear sea mines and interdicting
weapons Iran is likely to send to the Houthis. The
Yemeni government needs international support
as its meager resources and defense supplies
could run out if the war is prolonged.
- Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg is the GCC assistant
secretary-general for political affairs
and negotiation. The views expressed
here are personal and do not necessarily
represent those of the GCC.

Antimigrant protesters bringing militancy to UK’s streets

Mohamed Chebaro

Surely those that
marched in Dover and
Portsmouth are not like
the Blackshirts just yet.
But the resemblance is
there After two nights of
vigilante, militant-style
action against migrants,
people have begun to
question whether the UK
is witnessing the rise of
fascism. What we saw at the
weekend was a reminder
of Italy’s Blackshirts, the
violent private army and
paramilitary wing of Benito
Mussolini’s National
Fascist Party, which was
founded in 1919. Not long
after them came the
Hitler Youth of the 1930s...

HE number of migrants arriving on British
shores in small boats so far this year has fall-

en by more than 40 percent compared to the
same period last year, with the people smugglers be-
ing forced into a change of tactics due to the French
and British police’s closures of many gaps. However,
the last week has seen alarming incidents of “intim-
idating and thuggish behavior” — as described by a
government spokesperson — by far-right activists.
On Sunday, roads in Portsmouth were blocked after a
boat carrying 140 migrants was brought ashore there.
This came the day after similar scenes of direct action
had blocked roads and disrupted travel in and out of
the Port of Dover. In both incidents, organized men in
black, with some wearing balaclavas, blocked traffic
and even smashed the windscreens of police cars.
Though largely peaceful, the protests reflect a
change in tactics, raising questions about policing,
intelligence gathering and the lack of robust meas-
ures taken against them. The threat posed by these
groups should not be belittled. There is the poten-
tial not just for a climate of fear among immigrants
but also a threat to law and order and the standing
and reputation of the UK as a tolerant country.
The police, the government and officials from all par-
ties condemned the protests. Many rightly questioned
the scale of Kent police’s failure after it emerged a
tipoff was received the day before the far-right agita-
tors blocked Dover’s roads. Details were apparently
passed to police after residents of a nearby village
heard individuals boasting in a pub about going to Do-
ver to “attack Muslims.” That information fell on deaf
ears and Kent police even later described the protest
as “spontaneous.” Far-right groups are of the opinion
that no action taken or policy adopted by the govern-
ment is good enough Nick Lowles, the chief executive
of Hope Not Hate, an organization that charts far-right
activity, told the BBC: “To have 300, 400 people with
balaclavas marching down the streets, stopping traf-

fic. You know, it’s not just good enough. We need to
call these people out for their politics and for the type
of Britain that they want to see.” He added: “We've
got different ways to register our protest. We do not
go on the street. We do not burn people out of their
houses. We do not cause trouble and threaten to fight
the police.” We should be careful about the repercus-
sions of these images and videos being widely shared
and the normalization of those scenes and the mes-
sages they convey. They are not viewed only by people
in the UK but are also disseminated around the world.
Hope Not Hate was quicker than the police to inform
the public that the Dover disturbances were organ-
ized by a farright group called Patriot Platform. This
new network was launched in June, uniting smaller,
localized antimigrant groups. It claims to represent a
Christian “army of patriots,” rallying around a vision
of reclaiming the country’s borders and a message
that Britain belongs to the British. It seems its adher-
ents are ready to adopt vigilante methods to combat
immigration in an effort to revive the country’s Chris-
tian values, as the group claims.

After winning power in July 2024, the Labour gov-
ernments of first Keir Starmer and now Prime Minis-
ter Andy Burnham have fought to curb the arrival of
small boats across the Channel, using a variety of laws
and tactics to deter people from making the danger-
ous journey. But the past two years have also shown
that far-right groups are of the opinion that no action
taken or policy adopted by the government is good
enough, as if antimigrant agitation could be a conduit
to replacing Labour with Reform UK, the party led by
colorful euroskeptic politician Nigel Farage.

Surely those that marched in Dover and Portsmouth are
not like the Blackshirts just yet. But the resemblance is
there After two nights of vigilante, militant-style action
against migrants, people have begun to question wheth-
er the UK is witnessing the rise of fascism. What we saw
at the weekend was a reminder of Italy’s Blackshirts,

the violent private army and paramilitary wing of Benito
Mussolini’s National Fascist Party, which was founded in
1919. Not long after them came the Hitler Youth of the
1930s, which transitioned from a fringe, violent paramil-
itary wing into a powerful, mandatory state apparatus.
Surely those that marched in Dover and Portsmouth
are not like the Blackshirts of Oswald Mosley’s Brit-
ish Union of Fascists just yet. But the resemblance
is there to be seen. This time, the “enemy” is not
the Jews of the 1930s but migrants, who are seem-
ingly considered to all be of the Muslim faith. How
the government can act against this clear and present
danger is not obvious, as it could end up with more
ugly scenes. Already, citizens have taken it upon
themselves to “defend the realm” through encircling
hotels and government facilities housing migrants or
wearing black uniforms and balaclavas and blocking
roads and ports. Surely the obvious thing to ask is
who is behind them? Who is financing and organizing
these acts, which we are told are only the beginning?
It is going to be very difficult for the British government
to undo the damage caused by the men in black at Dover
and Portsmouth. Launching an investigation to find any
lapses of intelligence or policing should be the first step.
Governments across Europe seem to be increasingly
at the mercy of farright forces that are riding high in
a changing world. This emerging threat rests on three
aspects: the far-right nativist ideology; a warped digi-
tal realm that magnifies and spreads toxic, hate-filled
content; and an unexplained financial lifeline.
The task ahead is daunting. The so-called patriotic drive
of the far right is not aimed at migrants alone — its real
enemies are democracy, liberties and the rule of law. Its
methods are not peaceful protests but organized activ-
ism bordering on vigilantism and militancy.
- Mohamed Chebaro is a British-Lebanese
journalist with more than 25 years of
experience covering war, terrorism, defense,
current affairs, and diplomacy.
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No power
outages
for more
than two
hours: PM

FROM Pace 01
The meeting was further
informed that at present,
except for six electricity
consumers in Rajanpur dis-
trict, no consumer across
the country was facing
disruption in power sup-
ply due to monsoon rains.

Joint
opposition
to convene...

FroMm Pace 01
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JULF)
chief Fazalur Rehman at
his residence. Speaking to
journalists outside Fazal’'s
residence, Gohar said,
“Today was the first meet-
ing regarding the joint
opposition,” adding that
they decided to take all
political parties into confi-
dence on national issues.
The development came a
day after Federal Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry had
announced that parliamen-
tary debate on the creation
of new provinces would be
held in October. The “joint
opposition platform” would
be used for consultation
on assembly sessions and
matters concerning pris-
oners, he added. The PTI
chairman said they had
previously discussed for-
mation of a joint opposi-
tion with the JULF chief,
adding that they agreed
on the issue in the Senate
and National Assembly. Go-
har said the first meeting
had been encouraging and
that consultations would
continue in the future too.

LHC bars
medical
colleges

from...

FroMm Pace 01
cited visa requirements in
the United States. Even in
America, you cannot stay
without a valid visa,” the
lawyer said. Justice Khalid
Ishaq remarked that the
students could be sent back
after completing their medi-
cal education. Rejecting the
state security argument,
the judge said there was
no state security issue in-
volved in the matter. The
LHC judge directed that no
medical college would expel
the students or cancel their
examination papers, and
adjourned further proceed-
ings until next Friday. The
development comes a day
after the PM&DC clarified
that there was no nationali-
ty-based prohibition on med-
ical education in Pakistan.

Afghan
women
deported

FroMm Pace 01
The swift resolution averts
what could have been a pro-
tracted legal fight testing
the authority of the court,
which was established in
1996 but until July had
not received any petitions,
as well as the strength of
allegations against Hajji
Zada. The Justice Depart-
ment has described Hajji
Zada as a supporter of the
Daesh and identified her
at the time as the mother
and motherinlaw of two
Afghan men who were
convicted in Oklahoma of
plotting an attack in the US
on Election Day in 2024.
The plans were foiled be-
fore any attack took place.

Afghan
commander
killed in...

From Pace 01
ARY News reported on Sun-
day, citing Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR).

As per details, Pakistan
security forces conducted
operations against Fitna
al-Khawarij in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP). Accord-
ing to the ISPR, 10 more
Khawarij hiding in North
Waziristan were killed dur-
ing the operations. The
military’s media wing said
the number of militants
killed in an attempted in-
filtration on September
1 has now risen to 25. In
another clash in North
Waziristan, seven khawarij
were killed, the ISPR said.

New China-Pakistan
business center opens in

Be1jing

to boost trade ties

The district has established an overseas expansion service center integrating
resources i finance, legal services, logistics, data and other areas to help
businesses navigate market access and cross-border operations

DNA

BEIJING: A new China-Paki-
stan business platform has
been launched in Beijing,
offering companies from the
two countries a new channel
to explore trade, investment
and broader economic coop-
eration. The China-Pakistan
Business Center was un-
veiled on Sept. 8 during the
99 Global Business Linkage
Festival 2026 and Fengtai
District Opening-up Develop-
ment Conference in Beijing.
The center, located in Bei-
jing’s Lize Financial Busi-
ness District, is expected
to serve as a cross-border
business window connect-
ing Pakistani enterprises

with Chinese markets and
business resources, Gwa-
dar Pro reported on Friday.
The launch comes as Bei-
jing’s Fengtai District seeks
to expand services for com-
panies entering emerging
markets, particularly coun-
tries of the Global South.

The district has established
an  overseas  expansion
service center integrating
resources in finance, legal
services, logistics, data and
other areas to help business-
es navigate market access
and cross-border operations.
For Pakistani businesses, the
new center could provide a
more direct channel to con-
nect with Chinese compa-
nies, distributors and service
providers, while helping

-

b

Chinese enterprises better
explore opportunities in Pa-
kistan and the wider South
Asian market. The China-Pa-
kistan initiative was accom-
panied by another distinctive

form of bilateral engagement
at the event. Supported by
the Embassy of Pakistan
in China and the Pakistan
Women’s Association Beijing
(PWAB), a China-Pakistan

thalassemia charity initiative
was introduced at the open-
ing ceremony, with a dedicat-
ed Pakistani public welfare
booth set up at the event.
The booth brought together
Pakistani exhibitors showcas-
ing locally distinctive prod-
ucts, including handmade
leather jackets, footwear,
wooden handicrafts, carpets
and scarves, jewelry, brass-
ware and porcelain tea sets.
According to the organiz-
ers, participating Pakistani
enterprises have commit-
ted to donating proceeds
generated through booth
operations in accordance
with formal agreements
with the Pakistan Thalas-
semia Welfare Association.
The funds will be directed

toward medical assistance
for thalassemia patients,
medical equipment procure-
ment and healthcare person-
nel training in Pakistan. The
combination of business
activities and charitable
engagement added a peo-
ple-to-people dimension to
the event, allowing Pakistani
products to serve not only as
commercial goods but also
as a vehicle for public wel-
fare and cultural exchange.
The initiative comes against
the backdrop of growing
China-Pakistan  economic
ties, with cooperation in-
creasingly extending beyond
traditional merchandise
trade into logistics, ser-
vices, technology and in-
dustrial collaboration.

Dressing room leaks: Rizwan, Imam
‘questioned’ by NCCIA for two hours

Sources say both cricketers seek additional time to
submit answers; appear before agency in Lahore

LAHORE: Former Pakistan
white-ball captain Moham-
mad Rizwan and Imam-ul-
Haq appeared before the
National Cyber Crime Inves-
tigation Agency (NCCIA) in
Lahore at 3pm on Thursday,
sources told Geo News. The
two cricketers were ques-
tioned by the NCCIA for
about two hours at its Johar
Town office in Lahore about
alleged dressing-room leaks
during the England series,
the sources added.

They were also asked about
their contacts and meetings
during practice sessions
and matches in England.
The duo sought more time
to submit further respons-
es to the NCCIA, sources
added. 34-year-old Rizwan,

who hails from Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, is among the
seven cricketers who were
suddenly dropped from the
Pakistan squad on an emer-
gency basis following the
team’s defeat in the Lord’s
Test. He travelled from Lon-
don to Islamabad after being
dropped from the squad.

Rizwan, who has represent-
ed Pakistan in 47 Tests, 103
ODIs and 106 T20Is, re-
portedly contacted the Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB)
before appearing before the
NCCIA at its Lahore office
on Thursday. He subse-
quently appeared before
the agency. The board has
refrained from commenting
on Rizwan’s appearance
before the agency or the

ongoing investigation. PCB
sources said that since the
inquiry is still underway, no
comment would be made
at this stage. Meanwhile,
board sources said that
unverified and baseless re-
ports concerning cricketers
and officials are being circu-
lated in the media.

Apart from Rizwan, Imam
was also served a call-up
notice as part of an inves-
tigation involving data re-
trieved from their mobile
phones, sources told Geo
News. According to sourc-
es, the PCB took custody of
the players’ mobile phones
before handing them over
to the relevant authorities.
A third Pakistan cricket-
er has also reportedly re-

ceived a notice from the
agency. The reason behind
the PCB’s decision to take
custody of the players’
phones remains unclear, as
the board has yet to issue
an official explanation.

The development comes
after Pakistan suffered
heavy defeats in the first
two Tests of the ongo-
ing series against Eng-
land. Following the loss
at Lord’s, the PCB took
emergency measures by
releasing seven players
and two coaches from
the squad. The players
released were Rizwan,
Imam, Salman Ali Agha,
Ali Usman, Aamer Jamal,
Owais Zafar and Khurram
Shahzad, while head coach
Sarfaraz Ahmed and bowl-
ing coach Umar Gul were
also relieved of their du-
ties with the team. - APP

Morocco and Spain
joust over which will
host 2030 World Cup
final amid border crisis

CASABLANCA: Morocco and Spain are arguing over the
right to host the 2030 World Cup final — with besieged
FIFA boss Gianni Infantino hovering backstage. FIFA
has yet to officially announce which country will host the
biggest match of the biggest event in soccer. And even
though the 2026 edition just finished with Spain winning
the title this summer, Moroccan and Spanish officials are
staking their claim on the next final. The tussle over the
soccer match also comes with Spain still reeling from a
massive border crossing by tens of thousands of migrants
who pushed through the frontier from Morocco into the
north African Spanish enclave in late July.

The head of Moroccan soccer boasted that his country had
it locked up on Thursday. “The city of Benslimane will host
the World Cup final. Hate it or love it, and if anyone wants to
talk on top of that, let them talk,” Moroccan federation pres-
ident Fouzi Lakjaa told a political rally. “The city is Bensli-
mane, the Hassan II stadium is the stadium, and I hope that
Morocco will be playing it,” he added. This week, the head
of the Spanish soccer federation, Rafael Louzdn, insisted it
was Spain that deserved the game, while acknowledging that
it has not been guaranteed that honor. “We all signed to
accept the candidacy ... it’s too bad that, regarding the
final, it wasn’t made clear, totally clear, where it is to be
played,” Louzédn said. “Spain, as world champion both in
men’s and women’s soccer, must host the final.” - APP

KP AG questions
maintainability...

From Pace 01
available to the petitioner before the Islamabad chief com-
missioner and that the extraordinary jurisdiction of the high
court under Article 199 of the Constitution — under which a
high court may take up a matter if it is satisfied that no oth-
er adequate remedy is provided by law — could not be invoked
in the present circumstances. He also pointed out that the
petition was moved against a political party that had not been
impleaded as a respondent. He questioned why the PTI had
not been made a party to the petition if the proceedings con-
cerned its planned protest, while CJ Dogar asked whether the
PTI was actually planning to undertake the long march. The
chief justice further asked the advocate general if he agreed
with statements made by KP Chief Minister Sohail Afridi re-
garding the planned long march. The chief justice, however, did
not specifically refer to any particular remarks by the KP CM.
Utmankhel replied that the office of the advocate general was
not concerned with the chief minister’s political narrative but
only with his official responsibilities. On the court’s directive, he
also read out the oath administered to the KP CM and argued
that he had not violated his oath through any of his statements.
Referring to Article 5 of the Constitution, the chief justice
asked whether the chief minister was constitutionally bound
to remain loyal to the state. “CM Afridi is very much loyal to
the state,” AG Utmankhel replied. He reiterated that political
statements by the chief minister did not fall within the domain
of the advocate general’s office, suggesting that the PTI and the
chief minister should be impleaded as parties to the petition.

Pakistani delegates explore
China’s High-Tech Cﬂllallllllles

BEIJING: More than two dozen Pakistani companies and
a large number of Pakistani professionals are participating
in the 13th China International Fair for Trade in Services
(CIFTIS), being held here from September 9 to 11, China
Economic Net (CEN) reported on Friday.

Their participation highlights Pakistan’s growing engage-
ment with China’s expanding services sector and creates
new opportunities for business cooperation.

According to Pakistan’s Ambassador to China Khalil Hash-
mi, a major CIFTIS conference on September 11 will bring
together more than 75 companies from Pakistan and China
to explore partnerships, joint ventures, and new avenues
of trade. “The Pakistan Pavilion stands ready to facilitate
these connections. Pakistan is open for business,” he said.
Amid a global shift toward digitalization, the fair of-
fers a real-world testing ground for practical technol-
ogy transfer. For Pakistani stakeholders navigating
supply-chain restructuring, China’s deployment of
artificial intelligence, green logistics, and advanced
trade facilitation provides measurable, logic-driven
pathways for upgrading South Asian industry. EPZA
Focuses on Upgrading Export Competitiveness:
For Pakistan’s Export Processing Zones Authority
(EPZA), which operates under the Ministry of In-
dustries and Production, the primary imperative is
equipping domestic export manufacturers with mod-

ern capabilities to compete in rigorous internation-
al markets. “This is an exceptional platform to learn
how we can enhance services for our industrialists,”
said Daim Darab Siddiqui, Facilitator for Industrialists
in the Investment Promotion Department of EPZA.
“CIFTIS promotes meaningful collaboration between
the governments of Pakistan and China, offering direct
exposure to the infrastructure our industries require.”
Siddiqui underscored that the value of the fair lies in
actionable industrial facilitation rather than abstract
diplomacy. “My focus is to guide our industrialists
on future requirements, introducing them to tech-
nologies that allow them to compete globally. - APP

Houthis
seize
Yemen’s...

FroMm Pace 01
The Bab al-Mandab Strait is
vital for global trade, with
nearly 10 percent of inter-
national shipping and Gulf
oil exports passing through
its narrow waters. Analysts
warn that Houthi control of
Perim could allow them to
threaten commercial ves-
sels, target Saudi oil tank-
ers, and tighten Iran’s in-
fluence over global energy
flows. The escalation comes
amid wider regional ten-
sions, with the Strait of Hor-
muz effectively closed due
to the Iran-U.S. standoff.
This has made Bab al-Man-
dab even more critical as
an alternative route for en-
ergy shipments. Oil prices
have already surged past
$100 per barrel, reflecting
fears of further disruption.
Humanitarian agencies re-
port that the fighting has
displaced more than 20,000
civilians in recent days,
while over 500 combatants
have been killed. Observers
believe Saudi Arabia may in-
tensify military operations
to prevent the Houthis
from consolidating con-
trol, while Iran is expected
to leverage the crisis to
pressure global powers.

UN rallies
behind
Saudi Arabia

FroMm PacGke 01
on Sept. 8 against several
targets in southern Saudi
Arabia, including a military
air base and energy facili-
ties. The attacks injured 73
people, including women
and children, and sparked
fires that temporarily dis-
rupted operations at a ma-
jor oil refinery in Jazan.
The UN’s special envoy
for Yemen, Hans Grund-
berg, told the council that
his repeated warnings of a
return to large-scale con-
flict had “now turned into
a harsh reality.” Houthi
forces had seized the port
city of Mokha, he said,
giving them “a direct pres-
ence on the shores of the
world’s most vital straits”
and raising further concern
over freedom of navigation.
Fighting had spread to Mar-
ib, Jouf and Al-Baida, he
added, civilians were killed
in Taiz, Hodeidah, Al-Baida
and Jouf, and the shelling
of displacement sites in
Marib had killed children
and destroyed shelters.

Russian
drones
kill two...

From Pace 01
hit simultaneously on Fri-
day morning. “This is yet
another deliberate strike
on civilian facilities that
provide people with fuel
and essential goods,” CEO
Bogdan Kukura wrote on
social media. “There is no
military objective in such at-
tacks. This is terror against
the civilian population,”
he added. The strikes on
the petrol stations follow
weeks of Russia raining
down a new kind of faster,
jet-powered drone on Kyiv,
including to attack logis-
tics centers, warehouses
and commercial supply
chains. The devices trav-
el at up to 600 kilometers
(370 miles) per hour and
are harder for Ukraine’s
air defenses to intercept.

October 8, 2005 - The Day Kashmir Trembled

TANVEER HUSSAIN

N October 8, 2005, life

was moving along its

usual course, just as it
did every other day. Then, at
around 8:50 in the morning,
the majestic mountains of Kash-
mir suddenly began to tremble.
Within moments, a powerful
earthquake measuring 7.6 on
the Richter scale shook Azad
Kashmir and vast surrounding
areas. Its epicenter was near
Muzaffarabad. The devastating
disaster claimed the lives of
nearly 80,000 people, injured
hundreds of thousands and left
millions homeless.
Where cities had been bustling
with life only moments earlier,
there were suddenly piles of rub-
ble everywhere. Several areas

looked like the ruins of ancient
Mohenjo-daro and Harappa.
School buildings collapsed, bur-
ying innocent children beneath
the debris. Even hospital staff
who had dedicated their lives
to serving humanity fell victim
to the disaster. When the Com-
bined Military Hospital (CMH)
in Muzaffarabad collapsed, hun-
dreds of patients, doctors and
Army personnel were trapped
beneath the rubble.

Homes, markets, government
buildings and hospitals suffered
extensive damage. Everywhere,
there were scenes of devasta-
tion. In some places, families
were desperately trying to re-
cover the bodies of their loved
ones from the ruins; in others,
people were searching beneath
the rubble for any sign of life.
Thousands remained trapped
under the debris for hours and,
in some cases, for several days.
Those whose homes had sur-
vived relatively intact were also
afraid to go inside because of the
danger of aftershocks. To make
matters worse, heavy rain be-
gan to fall after the earthquake,
and then the electricity supply
also failed. Darkness engulfed
everything. Beds, blankets and
other necessities were still in-
side the houses, but many homes

had either collapsed completely
or developed such dangerous
cracks that entering them meant
putting one’s life at risk. Millions
of people spent that terrifying
night in the cold and rain un-
der the open sky. With no wide-
spread access to mobile phones
at the time, people were desper-
ately worried about the safety of
their loved ones, unable to know
whether they were alive or dead.
Another tragic aspect of the dis-
aster was that the earthquake
struck at a time when winter
was beginning to set in across
the mountainous regions. The
homeless had neither prop-
er shelter nor enough warm
clothes or food. Roads leading
to remote mountainous areas
were blocked by landslides, cut-
ting off many villages from the
outside world. Reaching such
places with relief supplies was
an enormous challenge.

Yet, in the midst of this devas-
tating situation, the people of
Pakistan once again demonstrat-
ed that humanity is the greatest
force in times of crisis. Large
numbers of people from across
Pakistan began making their way
towards Kashmir to help the vic-
tims. The government, Pakistan
Army, religious organizations,
welfare groups and ordinary cit-

izens all shared a common goal:
to rescue those trapped under
the rubble and deliver food,
medicines, blankets and warm
clothes to the survivors.

The soldiers of the Pakistan
Army played a central role in
the rescue and relief operations.
Where roads had disappeared and
vehicles could no longer reach,
soldiers carried relief supplies
on their shoulders to some of the
most difficult and remote areas.
Helicopters were used to deliver
food, medicines and tents to iso-
lated communities and to evacu-
ate the injured to safer locations.
Later, several countries, includ-
ing the United States, also provid-
ed helicopters, aircraft, medical
teams and relief supplies.

The international community did
not leave Pakistan alone in this
hour of need. The United States
pledged a total of $510 million in
assistance, while its military heli-
copters carried out thousands of
flights, delivering relief supplies
and transporting thousands of peo-
ple to safe locations and medical fa-
cilities. A U.S. mobile military hos-
pital in Muzaffarabad also provided
medical treatment to the injured.
Kuwait announced $100 million
in assistance, while Japan provid-
ed financial aid as well as experts,
military personnel and helicop-

ters for relief operations. NATO
also launched a major humanitar-
ian operation in Pakistan. Around
3,500 tons of relief supplies were
delivered, while engineers, med-
ical personnel, helicopters and
other specialists took part in the
rescue and relief effort.

Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Japan, Eu-
ropean countries and many others
also extended assistance in dif-
ferent forms. Doctors, engineers,
rescue specialists, tents, blankets,
food and medical supplies arrived
in Pakistan from different parts of
the world. It was a time when the
world demonstrated that natural
disasters have no borders—and
neither does humanity.

The Government of Pakistan also
provided financial assistance to
help affected families rebuild their
homes and restore their lives.
Through the combined efforts of
the international community and
the people of Pakistan, the founda-
tions of a new life were gradually
laid in the devastated areas. At the
Donors’ Conference held in No-
vember 2005, dozens of countries
and international organizations
pledged billions of dollars for relief,
rehabilitation and reconstruction.
Two decades have now passed
since that tragedy, yet October 8,
2005, remains one of the most pain-

ful chapters in our collective mem-
ory. The earthquake did not merely
destroy buildings; it also taught us
a profound lesson about the fra-
gility of life. No matter how much
wealth, property, status or comfort
a person possesses, everything can
become meaningless in the face of
a single act of nature.

The earthquake also taught us
that, in the most difficult mo-
ments, it is human beings who
come to the aid of other human
beings. When everything seems
to be lost, extending a helping
hand, giving someone a blanket,
rescuing an injured person from
the rubble or providing shelter
to a homeless family can become
an act of immense kindness.
Today, when we look around and
see the comforts and luxuries of
our lives, we should never forget
October 8. Wealth, fame, beauty,
youth, status and all the luxuries
of this world are temporary. What
remains is our character, our deeds
and the mercy of Allah. Whatev-
er Allah has blessed us with, we
should accept it with gratitude. And
whatever we have not received, we
should accept with patience and
pray to Allah for something better.
For the true beauty of life does not
lie in constantly seeking more; it
lies in recognizing what we have as
a blessing and being grateful for it.
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Briefs

GWADAR: Under the pro-
vincial government’s fish-
ermendriendly policy, the
registration, measurement,
and inspection of Gwadar
fishermen’s boats has com-
menced. The entire activity
is being carried out under
the supervision of Assistant
Director Fisheries Muham-
mad Aslam Askani, on the
special instructions of Di-
rector General Fisheries
Balochistan Atiqullah Khan,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Friday. In this regard, the
Fisheries Pasni inspection
team visited various landing
areas in Pasni, where fisher-
men’s boats were registered,
measured, and inspected.
On the occasion, fishermen
were advised to complete the
registration of their boats as
soon as possible and obtain
cards for their crew mem-
bers so that they do not face
any difficulties while fishing
in the deep sea. Fisheries Of-
ficer Muhammad Younis and
Inspectors Zarif Nosherwani,
Rahim Bakhsh, and Hasil
Khan were also present with
the inspection team.—APP

Gold prices
fall by Rs
5,600 per tola

ISLAMABAD: The price
of 24karat gold in the lo-
cal market decreased by
Rs5,600 per tola on Friday,
settling at Rs456,736, ac-
cording to rates issued by
the All Pakistan Sarafa Gems
and Jewellers Association
The price of 10 grams of
24-karat gold fell by Rs4,801
to Rs391,577, while 10 grams
of 22-karat gold decreased
by Rs4,401 to Rs358,958.
In the international market,
the price of gold declined by
$56 to $4,342 per ounce, the
association reported. Mean-
while, the price of silver per
tola decreased by Rs253 to
Rs6,871, while the price of
10 grams of silver fell by
Rs217 to Rs5,890. The in-
ternational price of silver
also declined by $2.53 to
$63.92 per ounce, the as-
sociation added. - APP

Cooking was
already an
artform in

Bronze
Age Syria

COPENHAGEN: While the
folk of Bronze Age Europe
were mostly making do with
simple stews and bread,
people in Syria were al-
ready importing ingredients
and using pots of differing
temperatures to support
“sophisticated” cuisine, re-
searchers said on Friday.
The evidence from Danish
experts suggests people
living in what is now the
city of Hama 4,500 years
ago were already enjoying
dishes of simmered goat,
gazelle and cereals.

The city’s cooks used pots
with  different  heating
properties depending on
the type of meal they were
about to prepare, much as
we choose between cast-
iron or non-stick frying
pans today. Mette Marie
Hald, from the National
Museum of Copenhagen,
and her team reached the
conclusion after examining
animal bones, plant remains
and fats from inside cooking
pots found in the city.

“It feels a bit modern, actu-
ally, the way that you have
different pots and you have
different sort of serving
wares,” the archaeobotanist
told AFP. Locally produced
pots were made from clay
and calcite, while others
were made from clay mixed
with basalt and were im-
ported from as far away
as China. Meals could be
prepared with imported in-
gredients such as gazelle,
which itself came from
much further east.

Hald said the evidence of
“sophisticated cooking”
they had uncovered in
Hama was supported by
recipes written down in
much later periods.

Danish archaeologists start-
ed digging in Hama in the
first half of the 20th cen-
tury, she said, so there has
been quite a lot of research
on everyday life there.

But she added that they
had not really focused
on food culture before.
“This is a period of king-
doms, well-organised
cities and stratified so-
cieties,” she said. - APP

Pak Chengdu consulate hosts
grand reception to mark

The local audience enjoyed Pakistan and Chinese artistic collaboration and expressed that the
bilateral relations between China and Pakistan should touch new heights in future

DNA

BEIJING: The Consulate General of Pa-
kistan in Chengdu hosted a grand recep-
tion marking the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween Pakistan and China at Wanda Reign
Chengdu. Mr.Tanvir A. Bhatti, Consul
General of Pakistan in Chengdu, presid-
ed over the event. Mr. He Yanzheng, Vice
Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the Sichuan Provincial People’s Congress
and Ms. Zhang Tao, Director-General of
the Foreign Affairs Office of Sichuan Prov-
ince were the chief guests. The gathering
brought together consular representatives
of multiple countries stationed in Cheng-
du, people from all walks of life in Sichuan,
as well as members of the Pakistani com-
munity in southwest China to mark this
important milestone in bilateral relations.
A video message by H.E. Khalil Hashmi,
Ambassador of Pakistan to China was also
broadcasted. He noted that culture serves
as living testimony to friendship, with art
giving tangible expression to the heartfelt
bonds between peoples. He recalled the

profound friendship forged by Pakistan and
China through 75 years of shared weal and
woe, and extended sincere gratitude to all
sectors in Sichuan for their consistent sup-
port for Pakistan-China friendship.

Mr. He Yanzheng, Vice Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the Sichuan Pro-
vincial People’s Congress, spoke at the
reception. He extended felicitations on the
75th anniversary of Pakistan-China diplo-

matic ties. In his speech, he highlighted
that Sichuan will leverage its comparative
strengths, broaden people-to-people and
cultural exchange channels, advance mul-
ti-faceted sub-national interactions with
Pakistan, and contribute Sichuan’s share
to the China-Pakistan All-Weather Strate-
gic Cooperative Partnership. The recep-
tion featured distinctive Sino-Pakistani
cultural displays and performances. An
exhibition of Chinese and Pakistani cal-
ligraphy works was displayed, where cal-
ligraphers from both countries engaged
in artistic exchanges. The artistic pres-
entations from Chinese and Pakistani
sides offered guests an immersive expe-
rience of the time-honored cultural affin-
ity shared by Pakistan and China. Special
Qawali performance by Pakistan’s Ma-
rifat Sufi Band remained hallmark of he
event. The reception enabled Chinese
and foreign guests to mingle, exchange
greetings and converse on friendship and
cooperation. The local audience enjoyed
Pakistan and Chinese artistic collabora-
tion and expressed that the bilateral rela-
tions between China and Pakistan should
touch new heights in future.

Jam, Hong Kong chief
VOW stronger eco ties

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan met Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region (HKSAR), China, Mr. John Lee Ka-Chiu, both sides reaffirmed their commitment to deepen trade, econom-
ic cooperation and people-to-people linkages between Pakistan and Hong Kong. Mr. YAU Ying Wah, Algernon, Secretary
for Commerce and Economic Development of HKSAR, and Pakistan’s Consul General in Hong Kong, Mr. Riaz Ahmed
Sheikh, were also present during the high-profile meeting. During the meeting, the Chief Executive appreciated
Minister Jam Kamal Khan'’s strong address at the Belt and Road Summit earlier in the day, particularly his message
of international cooperation, connectivity and shared economic prosperity, said a release issued here on Friday. Mr.
John K.C. Lee thanked Pakistan for its role in promoting peace and contributing towards regional stability, noting
that reduced tensions and greater stability were vital for global economic growth. He also appreciated Pakistan’s
leadership and constructive engagement in this regard. The Chief Executive highlighted the longstanding and close
relationship between Pakistan and China and acknowledged its positive contribution to the Belt and Road Initiative.
He also appreciated the efforts of the Consulate General of Pakistan in Hong Kong for bringing the two sides closer
and promoting greater exchanges in recent years. Minister Jam Kamal Khan thanked the Chief Executive for Hong
Kong’s warm hospitality and reiterated Pakistan’s unwavering commitment to its historic relationship with China,
while emphasising the importance Pakistan attaches to expanding its trade and economic partnership with Hong
Kong. The Minister highlighted the presence of a significant Pakistani diaspora in Hong Kong and acknowledged
its valuable contribution to Pakistan’s economy, particularly through remittances and stronger people-to-people
linkages. Seeking to unlock new avenues of cooperation, Jam Kamal Khan called for greater engagement in trade
in services, aviation, finance and business-to-business connectivity. He particularly urged Hong Kong to explore the
resumption of Cathay Pacific flights to Pakistan, saying improved air connectivity could support business, tourism and
commercial exchanges. Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthen cooperation and explore new areas
of mutual economic interest. Minister Jam Kamal Khan also extended an invitation to Chief Executive John K.C. Lee to
visit Pakistan. Earlier, the Federal Minister held a separate meeting with Mr. Algernon Yau, Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development of HKSAR, and exchanged views on expanding bilateral trade and economic engagement. Mr.
Yau appreciated Minister Jam Kamal Khan'’s strong support for the Belt and Road Initiative expressed during his summit
address. The Commerce Minister proposed deeper institutional and business engagement through the exchange of busi-
ness delegations, improved aviation connectivity and enhanced cooperation in finance, services and trade. The meetings
reflected Pakistan’s broader push to translate its longstanding friendship with China and Hong Kong into stronger com-
mercial linkages, greater business interaction and new opportunities for trade and investment. —-DNA

Zelensky urges
more int’l pres-
sure on Russia for
civilian deaths

renewed its push to end the
fighting, sending special
envoys over the weekend to
Kyiv and Moscow, although
Washington’s efforts hav-
en’t yet delivered any sub-
stantial progress. US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
said late Tuesday that the
Ukraine-Russia talks were
“substantive” but much re-
mains to be done. Kyiv apart-
ment block residents reel
from a drone strike Russia’s
aerial attacks overnight into

KYIV: Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky chided
the international communi-
ty Wednesday for not taking
a tougher stance against
Russia over its escalating
bombardment of civilian ar-
eas of Ukraine.

At the end of August, Rus-
sia launched a week of
nighttime and daylight at-
tacks on Kyiv in its heaviest
sustained bombardment of
the Ukrainian capital since
its full-scale invasion began
more than four years ago.
The relentless missile and
drone strikes have contin-
ued this month and aim to
sap civilian morale, Ukrain-

ian officials say.
International economic
sanctions on Russia and ef-
forts to isolate Moscow dip-
lomatically haven’t stopped
the invasion. Zelensky
urged countries to step up
the pressure.
“Unfortunately, there has
been too little response
from the international com-
munity to these strikes,
which are taking people’s
lives practically every day,”
he said on social media.
“But a response is needed
— Moscow must not go into
the winter believing that it
can get away with missile
and drone terror without

consequences,” he said.

The United Nations said
last month that increasing
Russian aerial attacks killed
or wounded more Ukrain-
ian civilians in July than
in any month since March
2022, with 437 killed and
more than 2,600 wounded.
In all, more than 16,800
Ukrainian civilians have
been killed and more than
51,000 wounded since the
Russian invasion, according to
the UN Human Rights Mon-
itoring Mission in Ukraine.
Moscow always denies it
aims at civilians and says
it is targeting military-re-
lated facilities The US has

Wednesday killed at least two
people and wounded seven,
Ukrainian officials said, as
Moscow fired ballistic and
cruise missiles as well as
drones at six regions. Four of
the wounded were in a 22-sto-
ry residential building in
Kyiv's Darnytskyi district,
where a drone damaged
the 11th floor and start-
ed a fire on the 12th floor,
Ukraine’s State Emergency
Service said. Olha Smal, 62,
who lives on the 12th floor,
said the blast wave flung her
across her kitchen. One of
her bedrooms caught fire,
and smoke quickly filled the
apartment, she said.—APP

Fenced off:
Thailand builds
border wall
after Cambodia
clashes

PONG NAM RON, Thailand: A concrete fence topped
with looping barbed wire runs for a kilometer along
the Thai-Cambodia border, punctuated only by marker
stones erected during French colonial times It is the
first stage of an 8.4-kilometer (5.2-mile) wall being in-
stalled by the Thai military in the east of the country,
following last year’s deadly clashes with its Southeast Asian
neighbor. Standing 3.6 meters (11.8 feet) high and com-
prising reinforced concrete, a mesh of galvanized steel and
rolls of barbed wire, the barrier runs through farmland in
Chanthaburi province. “We built the fence to prevent ille-
gal activities,” notably the smuggling of people and goods,
Captain Prachya Hantiem, commander of the Royal Thai
Navy Marine Task Force in Chanthaburi, told AFP during
a visit on Thursday. Thailand and Cambodia have been at
odds for decades over the demarcation of their 800-kilo-
meter border, and deadly clashes broke out in July and
then December last year. The neighbors signed a cease-
fire agreement in late December, but both sides accuse
each other of truce violations. Not far from the fence is
a small Thai village, home to fewer than 200 people who
grow corn and fruit, including durian and longan. Villagers
say the structure has cut into farmland along the porous
border, but those who spoke to AFP were broadly positive.
“We accept it, we accept losing some land in order to gain
security,” said Suwin Muangmeung, who runs a grocery
store. She acknowledged she does not always know where
the border actually is “It gives us a sense of security in
our daily lives, since our plantations are along the border,”
added village chief Itchira Aranchaiyasiri. “We never really
know when Thailand and Cambodia will reconcile, or when
we’ll be able to communicate with each other properly. But
having this fence here helps.” The wall would cause some
disruption, he said: “In the past, we used to come and go
freely, or visit each other quite easily.” But he added: “We
have to adapt”. The border was largely drawn up during ne-
gotiations between Thailand — then known as Siam — and
France, which controlled Cambodia as part of its Indo-
china colonies between 1863 and the mid-1950s. Gates
through the new wall have been designed to accommo-
date existing multilingual stone markers, whose inscrip-
tions include the words Siam and “frontiere” — French
for border. Captain Prachya insisted the structure was
“entirely within Thai sovereignty — 100 percent”. “Every
single step follows the law and can be checked. In fact,
Cambodian forces inspect our work at every stage,” he
said. Thailand closed its borders with Cambodia after
the fighting, which drove half a million people out of their
homes. Most have since returned, although 20,000 Cam-
bodians are still displaced Storekeeper Suwin, 62, is old
enough to remember vast numbers of refugees coming
over the border to escape the fighting that followed the fall
of the genocidal Khmer Rouge regime in 1979. “My feeling
on the fighting was different when I was young. I did not
feel anything seriously,” she told AFP. “But when I see the
losses from the most recent fighting, my heart aches.” She
asks her military customers what she should do to ensure
her safety. “They told me to be careful,” she said, adding
that she has a bunker at her house, just in case.—APP

Govt committed to business
friendly approach: Talal

ICCI to act as one window platform between business community, govt deptts

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI), led by President Sardar
Tahir Mehmood, called on Minister of State for Interior
Talal Chaudhry and discussed the sealing of commercial
plazas and other critical issues confronting Islamabad’s
business community, including CDA-related regulatory
matters, Floor Area Ratio (FAR) charges, parking require-
ments and compliance requirements The ICCI delegation
also highlighted concerns arising from the sealing of com-
mercial plazas following the unfortunate fire incident at
the PIMS Nursery, emphasizing that while public safety
and strict adherence to fire-safety standards are of para-
mount importance, enforcement measures should be im-
plemented through a transparent, consultative and facili-
tative mechanism so that businesses are not subjected to
unnecessary disruption. The delegation stressed the need
for a balanced approach under which fire and safety defi-
ciencies are identified, communicated clearly to property
owners and businesses, and reasonable opportunities are
provided for corrective measures, wherever legally permis-
sible. It was emphasized that the business community fully
supports measures aimed at protecting lives and property
but seeks clarity, consistency and due process in regula-
tory enforcement. During the meeting, it was agreed that

these and other issues would be pursued through struc-
tured consultation with ICCI, which would serve as a sin-
gle-window platform for coordination between the business
community and the relevant authorities. The arrangement
is expected to facilitate direct engagement, timely identifi-
cation of problems and practical solutions acceptable to all
stakeholders. Minister of State for Interior Talal Chaudhry
reaffirmed that restoring and strengthening the confidence
of the business community remains a key priority of the

government. He assured the delegation that the genuine
concerns of the business community would be considered
and that efforts would be made to address them through
a coordinated and pragmatic approach. Speaking on the
occasion, Sardar Tahir Mehmood, President ICCI, said
that the business community stands firmly for safety
standards and responsible regulation, particularly where
public safety is involved. However, he stressed that regu-
lation should facilitate compliance rather than create.

Atleast
46,000 flee
escalating
fighting in
Yemen: UN

Geneva: At least 46,000 peo-
ple have been displaced since
the fighting resumed be-
tween Houthi militia and gov-
ernment forces in southwest-
ern Yemen last week, the
United Nations said Friday.
“At least 46,000 people have
been displaced in Yemen
since fighting escalated last
week,” the UN’s Internation-
al Organization for Migration
said in a statement, warning
that “the number is alarming-
ly rising by the hour”.—APP

Cyberattack
ruled out in

UK air traffic
glitch

LONDON: UK air travelers
faced more misery Wednes-
day with nearly 400 flights
scrapped across the country,
as Britain’s air traffic control
service scrambled to recover
from a technical glitch which
it ruled out as a cyberattack.
After 1,746 flights were can-
celed Tuesday following the
outage, another 399 were
axed Wednesday — the ma-
jority to and from London
Heathrow, one of Europe’s
busiest airports — according
to aviation analytics firm Cir-
ium. More than 330,000 pas-
sengers were affected over
the two days of disruption,
with 155,000 seeing their
flights canceled while around
180,000 experienced delays,
industry body Airlines UK
said. “We ended up sitting
on our plane for just over
five hours,” Matt Ernster,
28, who was returning to
Boston via Heathrow from
his honeymoon in Paris on
Tuesday, told AFP. When
they were finally allowed to
disembark from the plane, “it
turned into a gigantic, chaot-
ic scene”, Ernster said. The
baggage collection “felt like
an apocalyptic situation”, and
there were no hotels availa-
ble in a two-hour radius. “It
was the worst travel experi-
ence I've ever had.” - “Thor-
ough’ probe - The head of
the National Air Traffic Ser-
vices (NATS), Martin Rolfe,
said “we have at this point
ruled out cyber” activity as
a cause. “We don’t believe it
was a cyberattack,” he told
BBC radio. Rolfe said NATS
will be doing a “very, very
thorough” investigation into
what exactly caused the inci-
dent. National carrier British
Airways said it had to cancel
nearly 550 flights — 200 of
them Wednesday — due to
the incident, which it said
affected 85,000 of its custom-
ers. This week’s travel chaos
followed a technical glitch in
July last year that saw scores
of flights to and from the UK
canceled, prompting anger
from airline chiefs. Britain
suffered its worst air systems
failure in years in 2023, with
more than 700,000 passen-
gers affected after hundreds
of flights were delayed or
canceled.—APP

Sweden races
into final
stretch before
election

STOCKHOLM:  Sweden’s
party leaders campaigned
on Friday in the final stretch
of a close election race that
could see either the center
left take back power or the
far right enter government
for the first time. While Eu-
rope is dominated by right-
wing governments, opinion
polls in Sweden have for
months shown the opposition
left-wing bloc holding a strong
lead ahead of Sunday’s general
election, although this has nar-
rowed considerably in the final
days of the campaign.

“The most important thing
is that the right wing wins, to
continue what they have start-
ed,” pensioner Kurt Flodin,
79, said of Conservative Prime
Minister Ulf Kristersson’s
outgoing government. In par
ticular, he wanted Kristersson
to continue efforts to curb or
ganized crime that has plagued
the country for years, he told
AFP forom an upmarket neigh-
borhood of Stockholm. The
premier made tackling crime
one of his top priorities during
his fouryear term. For their
part, the centerleft Social
Democrats — which gov-
erned for the better part
of the 20th century and
remains Sweden’s biggest
party — have pledged to
help struggling house-
holds pay their bills and
bolster the welfare state.
These issues matter to
Jenny Larsson, a theater
worker who celebrates her
54th birthday on election
day. She told AFP she was
unhappy with politicians
“blaming immigration for
things that are not caused
by immigration.—APP



Largest Diplomatic Magazine

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026

Islamabd POST

WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

Briefs

MADRID: Spanish Intelli-
gence and security reports
declassified had warned of
possible “mass entries” by
migrants into Ceuta just
before thousands crossed
into Spain’s North African
enclave from Morocco.
Prime  Minister Pedro
Sanchez had told parlia-
ment when he announced
he would declassify these
40 documents that there
was “no information that
conveyed the magnitude” of
“the crisis we were going to
suffer” on July 30 and 31.
“Internal communications
have been detected in
migrant groups in which
they are trying to organise
mass entries on the night
of 29/07/2026,” reads a
document from CENIF, a
border division of the Na-
tional Police, issued on the
eve of the arrival of more
than 70,000 migrants in the
small Spanish territory.
CENIF said almost 1,000
people swam in from Mo-
rocco between July 1 and
28 — “a drastic upward trend
compared to last year,” and
“a consolidated and priority
threat”. An urgent memo
from the National Intelli-
gence Centre on the after-
noon of July 29 warns of
“several calls to carry out
entries into Ceuta” in Face-
book groups, one of them
with over 160,000 members.
In a message on X Wednes-
day, Sanchez said that “with
the information available at
the time, no one could have
foreseen the migration cri-
sis that unfolded on the 30th
and 31lst. No competent
body did so. Neither in Spain
nor in the EU.” - APP

Fourth polio
case reported

in KP

SHAMIM SHAHID

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Emergency Operations
Centre for Polio Eradica-
tion (NEOC) on Friday con-
firmed a fourth polio case in
Pakistan during the ongoing
year, with the latest case re-
ported from Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa’s Bannu district.
The governmentled Polio
Eradication Initiative urged
all parents and caregivers
to ensure that their chil-
dren are vaccinated during
the upcoming door-to-door
campaign from Sept 21 to
27, and in every subsequent
campaign, to protect them
from lifelong disability.
Three of the four cases have
been reported from south-
ern KP, where security-re-
lated access constraints
have resulted in children
missing critical vaccination,
allowing wild poliovirus to
continue circulating.
“Thanks to the safe and
effective  polio vaccine,
Pakistan has reduced po-
lio cases by 99.8 per cent,
from an estimated 20,000
cases in the early 1990s
to 31 in 2025. So far in
2026, four cases have been
reported, mostly concen-
trated in southern KP,” a
statement issued by the po-
lio programme said. “While
overall poliovirus trans-
mission in the country has
declined since 2025, trans-
mission remains persistent
in southern KP,” it added.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ethiopia to Pakistan Dr Oumer Hussein Oba presenting traditional Ethiopian items
to Hamid Asghar Khan, Additional Foreign Secretary, who retired from service on September 11, 2026. — DNA

\ Azma
defends
use of

official jet

NEws DEskK
LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam

Nawaz’s use of the pro-
vincial government’s jet
during her recent private
visit to London has trig-
gered a fresh controver-
sy, with opposition lead-
ers questioning the use
of an official aircraft for
a family event.

CM Maryam travelled to
London last week to at-
tend the graduation cer-
emony of her daughter
Mahnoor and returned
to Lahore on Wednes-
day. The government
insists the CM bore all
expenses of the trip.
Responding to criticism
that the CM used the
official jet for a private
visit, Punjab Information
Minister Azma Bokhari
rejected the allegation.
“Absolutely incorrect.
The Punjab chief minister
paid all expenses for her
London trip out of her
own pocket,” she said in
) a post on X on Thursday.

3

Hormuz shipping
traffic falls to single
digits, data shows

Five vessels entered the strait, including a Panamax vessel carrying dry bulk cargo, a
Handysize vessel laden with steel, a Handysize vessel carrying grains, a medium-range
tanker loaded with dirty petroleum products, and a Supramax vessel carrying dry bulk cargo

DNA

SINGAPORE: Vessel transits at the Strait
of Hormuz fell to seven on Thursday from
11 the previous day, preliminary ship-track-
ing data showed on Friday, well below the
10-day average of 15. Of the seven vessels,
two Panamax ships exited the strait, one
carrying fertilizer and the other sailing in
ballast, according to data from ship tracker
Kpler as of 0306 GMT. Five vessels en-
tered the strait, including a Panamax vessel
carrying dry bulk cargo, a Handysize vessel
laden with steel, a Handysize vessel carry-
ing grains, a medium-range tanker loaded
with dirty petroleum products, and a Supra-
max vessel carrying dry bulk cargo.

The figures exclude any vessels that might
have crossed the strait with their Automatic
Identification System transponders turned
off to avoid detection. Meanwhile, two
ballast QatarEnergy-linked vessels, the Al
Ghashamiya and the Al Daayen, appeared

South Korea, Iran
FM discuss Hormuz

NEews DESK

SEOUL: The foreign ministers of South
Korea and Iran discussed the Strait of
Hormuz in a phone call on Friday, Seoul
said, days after confirming it was weigh-
ing a “contribution” to the waterway’s
security. US President Donald Trump has
repeatedly pressured ally South Korea
to provide help for the war in the Middle
East, saying Seoul rejected his request
for assistance in securing the waterway
that is crucial to global oil supplies. South
Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun spoke
by phone with his Iranian counterpart
Abbas Araghchi at Tehran’s request, “dis-
cussing the recent situation in the Middle
East”, and the Strait of Hormuz, the for-
eign ministry in Seoul said in a statement.

inside the Strait of Hormuz this week on
September 9 and 6, respectively, after last
being seen outside the waterway on Sep-
tember 6 and 3. Another QatarEnergy-con-
trolled vessel, Al Marrouna, also exited the
Strait of Hormuz this week, delivering a car-
go from Ras Laffan to Pakistan on Septem-
ber 10. The voyage marked the first known
LNG shipment aboard a Qatar-linked tanker
since late July, when Al Areesh carried a
cargo from Ras Laffan also to Pakistan.

QatarEnergy did not immediately respond
to a request for comment outside business
hours. Before the Iran war started on Febru-
ary 28, the strait typically handled about 125
large, commercial vessels per day, including
tankers, gas carriers, bulkers and container
vessels, accounting for some 20 percent of
the world’s daily crude oil and liquefied natu-
ral gas supply. A US blockade of Iranrelated
shipping has halted Iranian crude oil exports
since it was reimposed in mid-July. In the Bab
Al-Mandab strait on Thursday, 26 commodity
vessels traveled through, tracking data showed.

Chaos at North Korean
Embassy reception

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: What was meant to be a solemn celebration of North Ko-
rea’s National Day turned into an embarrassing diplomatic episode in
Islamabad last night. According to reports, the reception hosted by the
North Korean Ambassador took an unexpected turn when a Pakistani
minister, during his speech, expressed support for the “reunification of

both Koreas.”

The remark reportedly irked the North Korean Ambassa-

dor, who engaged in a heated debate with the minister in front of stunned
guests. Witnesses described the exchange as tense, with the atmosphere
quickly deteriorating. Matters worsened when guests allegedly refused
to leave the venue after the allotted time, insisting on consuming more
liquor served at the reception. The North Korean Embassy was eventu-
ally forced to call in security to disperse the crowd. Diplomatic sources
suggest that liquor sales are a known source of revenue for North Korea’s
missions abroad, and the embassy’s decision to serve alcohol at the event
may have contributed to the disorderly scenes. The incident has raised
eyebrows in diplomatic circles, with observers noting that such public
disagreements and unruly behavior are rare at official receptions.

PSX remains under pressure
amid rising oil prices

KARACHI: The Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) remained under
pressure on Friday as rising inter-
national oil prices amid the US-Iran
conflict raised concerns over higher
domestic fuel prices, fuelling infla-
tionary pressures and fears of a pos-
sible interest rate hike.The bench-
mark index touched an intra-day low
of 166,141.17, down 2,723.87 points,
or 1.61%, from the previous close
of 168,865.04.During the session,
the KSE-100 index hit an intra-day

high of 168,240.89, still 624.15
points below the previous close of
168,865.04. Ismail Igbal Securi-
ties Chief Executive Officer Ahfaz
Mustafa said the market was facing
pressure from rising international
oil prices amid the US-Iran conflict
and the resulting increase in petro-
leum prices locally. “The rise in en-
ergy costs will push inflation up, and
participants are pricing in a slight
chance of a rate hike in the next
monetary policy,” he said. - DNA

PM urged to address
deteriorating press
freedom environment

NEews DEsk

KARACHI: Nine press freedom and human
rights organisations, including international
bodies, have penned a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, urging him to take “imme-
diate action to address the country’s rapidly
deteriorating press freedom environment”.
The organisations include the Committee to
Protect Journalists, Reporters without Bor-
ders, CIVICUS, the International Federation
for Human Rights, the Human Rights Com-
mission of Pakistan, the International Press
Institute, the Freedom Network, Bolo Bhi
and Rural Media Network Pakistan. In the
letter, the organisations said they were writ-
ing to express “deep concern over Pakistan’s
rapidly deteriorating press freedom climate”.
“In recent months, journalists in Pakistan
have disappeared, faced detention and crim-

inal investigations, been blocked from report-
ing in certain parts of the country, and lost
jobs due to government and law enforcement
agencies’ pressure,” the organisations said.
“These developments have further eroded
the ability of Pakistani journalists to report
freely and safely,” they said. The organisa-
tions also said it was “alarming” to see the
growing use of the Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act, 2016 (Peca), and investigations
by the National Cyber Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA) against journalists for re-
porting on matters of public interest. They
said that authorities had also introduced
restrictions on reporting in AJK, “imposed
internet and telecommunications blackouts,
taken regulatory action against broadcasters,
and imposed draconian new guidelines re-
quiring journalists working for international
media outlets to obtain authorisation before
reporting outside the three main cities”.

vance seizes Maga spotlight
as Republicans hegin
looking heyond Trump

Vance’s speech stays largely
on script, unlike Trump’s
free-wheeling speaking style

WASHINGTON: Vice President JD Vance took centre stage
at the Republican convention in Dallas on Thursday in a
speech seen as an early test of his 2028 White House pros-
pects, offering a message of nationalistic pride that reso-
nated with the pro-Trump crowd. As party leaders grapple
with slipping approval ratings and uncertainty over Novem-
ber’s midterm elections, they are also looking for signs
of who might eventually carry President Donald Trump’s
movement forward. Trump, who followed Vance to the
stage with closing remarks, offered little commentary on
his vice president’s high-profile appearance, instead im-
ploring supporters to vote Republican on November 3, the
stated purpose of the first-of-its-kind midterm convention.
The president has yet to signal who he would back in
2028, though Republicans frequently speculate about

whether Vance or Secretary of State Marco Rubio is best
positioned to lead the party after he leaves office. With
Trump constitutionally barred from seeking a third term,
Vance is widely regarded as a leading contender for the
nomination. He spoke of an “American birthright” to safe-
ty and prosperity that he said Democrats opposed.
“Don’t give the country over to a bunch of crazy people be-
cause you happen to disagree with us on a policy issue here
and there,” Vance said, reinforcing a convention theme that cast
Republicans as the party of common sense and Democrats as
the party of “crazy.” Vance’s 40-minute speech stayed largely
on script, unlike Trump’s free-wheeling speaking style, and at
times resembled a presidential nominating convention speech.
But in one apparently spontaneous moment, a protester waved
a Mexican flag, prompting Vance to respond, “Well, my friend, if
you love Mexico so much, get your ass over there,” triggering a
loud round of applause and chants of “USA, USA, USA.” Vance
then offered to buy the man a plane ticket. Supporters cited the
42year-old’s youth and appeal to grassroots activists as reasons
he is well positioned to advance the party’s populist, anti-estab-
lishment agenda once Trump leaves the political stage. - APP
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