
NEW YORK:  Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister  Ishaq Dar with Foreign Minister of 
Saudi Arabia Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, along with our respective delegations, on the 

sidelines of the 81st Session of the United Nations General Assembly in New York. – DNA

Briefs

PM speaks at UN
Strait of Hormuz, 
Bab al-Mandab 

should remain open
DNA

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif told the 
United Nations General Assembly that the Strait of 
Hormuz and Bab al-Mandab should remain open, 
mentioning that they are arteries of the global econ-
omy. “The Strait of Hormuz and Bab al-Mandab are 
arteries of the global economy; they must remain 
open — connecting nations, not becoming choke 
points of confrontation,” he said during the 
81st UNGA session in New York on Friday.
“These waters must carry the promise of pros-
perity, not the perils of war.” Condemning Houthi 
attacks on holy cities in Saudi Arabia, PM Sheh-
baz said that it was a “red line” and stressed that 
Pakistan stands with the Kingdom. He also said 
that the Makkah pact was not directed against any 
country; rather, it was a collective commitment for 
defence, stability, and peace in the region. “Nothing 
more.” Recalling the May war against India last year, 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistani, Turkish,
Saudi FMs discuss 
security, ME issues

News Desk

NEW YORK: The foreign ministers of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
and Turkiye met under the framework of the Makkah Joint 
Defence Agreement (MJDA) on Friday, amid attacks by Yem-
en’s Houthis against the kingdom. Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, Saudi FM Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan Al Saud and Turkiye’s Hakan Fidan held the meeting 
on the sidelines of the 81st Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York, where they exchanged views 
on regional and international security issues.
In a post on X, DPM Dar said that the three top diplomats 
also reviewed progress towards establishing the institution-
al structures under the MJDA. The Houthis have launched 
strikes on the Yemeni government and repeatedly fired into 
Saudi Arabia, disrupting oil flows from the world’s largest 
energy exporter, as part of a wider Middle East war that 
began with US and Israeli strikes on Iran in February.
The group said they had fired dozens of missiles and drones 
at Saudi targets on Thursday, while authorities in Saudi Ara-
bia said they had intercepted six ballistic missiles fired by 
Houthi fighters. Saudi Arabia earlier had issued emergency 
alerts for areas including Makkah, Jeddah and Yanbu, the main 
Saudi Red Sea oil port. The Saudi foreign ministry said that 
the three allies condemned the attacks targeting Makkah and 
other civilian sites, while affirming Saudi Arabia’s right to de-
fend itself. “The ministers also discussed arrangements for 
holding an urgent meeting of the chiefs of staff of the three 
countries to discuss ways to support Saudi Arabia under the 
[Makkah] Joint Defence Agreement, which stipulates that an 

Continued on Page 06

Top diplomats discuss arrangements for 
urgent meeting of three nations’ chiefs 

of staff, says Saudi foreign ministry

Court wants 
Imaan to be 
presented 

online
DNA

ISLAMABAD: An anti-terror-
ism court (ATC) on Friday 
ordered authorities to pres-
ent lawyer and human rights 
activist Imaan Mazari and 
her husband, Hadi Ali Chat-
tha, via video link in a case 
registered against them at 
the Secretariat police station. 
ATC Judge Tahir Abbas Supra 
heard the case registered at 
the Secretariat police station 
against Mazari and Chattha. 
The court had summoned 
both accused in person on 
Friday. However, Adiala jail 
authorities did not produce 
Mazari and Chatha before the 
court. ATC judge adjourned 
proceedings until Saturday 
and directed the jail author-
ities to ensure that Mazari 
and Chattha appeared before 
the court through video link. 

Continued on Page 06
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NEW YORK: US and Iranian negotiators in 
New York are exploring a phased path out 
of war that would involve Tehran reopening 
the Strait of Hormuz and Washington lifting 
its economic blockade of Iran, sources close 
to the talks said. The strait has become the 
central bargaining chip in efforts to end the 
nearly seven-month US-Iran conflict, with 
Iran seeking relief from the US blockade 
that is choking its economy and Washington 
seeking free passage for ships on the global 
oil supply route now blocked by Tehran.
The talks face a big obstacle as neither side 
wants to be the first to surrender its lever-
age, according to comments to Reuters by 
two Iranian sources, two regional officials 
and two Western diplomatic sources, but 

behind Iran’s stance is a recognition of the 
economic cost of prolonged confrontation. A 
senior Iranian official said the most plausible 
way to end the impasse would be a phased 
arrangement, with Iran allowing navigation 
through Hormuz in return for the US lifting 
its economic blockade and Tehran potential-
ly gaining access to frozen assets.
“One way forward would be to solve the cri-
sis in stages. The first would be to end the 
blockade and reopen Hormuz,” he said on 
the sidelines of the UN General Assembly. 
That would involve US President Donald 
Trump accepting another temporary fix, 
after an earlier understanding collapsed 
in July. So a central challenge facing the 
negotiators is not just to sketch out a deal 
but also to ensure any concessions are 

Continued on Page 06

US and Iran discuss 
phased peace deal
The talks face a big obstacle as neither side wants to be 
the first to surrender its leverage, according to comments 

to Reuters by two Iranian sources, two regional officials and 
two Western diplomatic sources, but behind Iran’s stance is 
a recognition of the economic cost of prolonged confrontation

Makkah pact

‘Trump told Xi that 
China helping 

Iran is unacceptable’
Trump would follow up his summit with Xi by taking 

the Chinese leader to the US National Archives, 
where they were expected to stress views about the 
history and direction of ties between their countries

DNA
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump 
on Friday concluded his “productive” meeting 
with Chinese President XI Jinping, noting in a 
post on Truth Social that “tremendous things 
will be happening”. “Like almost everyone else, 
he seemed to like calling the poorly and inac-
curately named artificial intelligence to a far 
more accurate and important name: super in-
telligence. That would be ‘super!’ Everyone last 
night agreed, also,” he wrote. The lavish state 
summit at the White House appeared heavy 
on symbolism but light on substance, with 
no sign of major breakthroughs between the 
world’s biggest economies. Still, Trump high-
lighted progress under a bilateral trade mech-
anism, citing what he described as increased 

Continued on Page 06

Turkey 
rejects Israeli 
accusations

DNA
ISTANBUL: Turkiye rejected Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
“baseless accusations” at the United 
Nations, its state-run news agency An-
adolu reported on Friday. Netanyahu 
had called Turkiye’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan a “tyrant” during a 
fiery speech at the UN, accusing Anka-
ra of harboring Hamas militant leaders. 

Continued on Page 06

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) has decided to postpone its planned 
Islamabad long march until October 5, the 
party sources said on Friday. The decision 
to put off the march — initially scheduled 
for September 27 — was taken during a 
meeting of the PTI political committee 
in Peshawar, the sources said.
The PTI is preparing for a major protest and 
march on Islamabad, with the party demand-
ing the release of its incarcerated founder 
Imran Khan and what it describes as the res-
toration of constitutional supremacy.

The sources said the decision will be for-
mally announced after Tehreek Tahafuz Ay-
een-e-Pakistan (TTAP) chief Mehmood Khan 
Achakzai and Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen 
(MWM) chief and Senate Opposition Leader 
Allama Raja Nasir Abbas are taken into con-
fidence. Reacting to the development, PTI 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa chapter Information 
Secretary Shaukat Yousafzai denied the re-
ports that the party had called off its long 
march towards Islamabad. Speaking to Geo 
News, Yousafzai categorically said: “No de-
cision has been taken to call off the march 
and that the party is fully prepared for it.” 

Continued on Page 06

Pope arrives 
in France

DNA
PARIS: Pope Leo XIV ar-
rived in France on Friday 
for the Vatican’s first offi-
cial visit to the European 
nation in 18 years, with arti-
ficial intelligence, young be-
lievers and the continent’s 
future near the top of his 
agenda. Church bells rang 
around the nation when 
the first US pontiff, whose 
paternal grandmother was 
born in France, landed out-
side Paris just before 10:00 
am (0800 GMT) for a four-
day trip. President Emma-
nuel Macron and his wife 
Brigitte greeted the 71-year-
old pope at the airport, 
where a red carpet was 
rolled out on the tarmac, as 
he marked the first official 
trip by a head of the Vatican 
since Pope Benedict XVI 
in September 2008. “I’m 
travelling to France, as to 
anywhere else in the world, 
as a follower of Jesus Christ 
wanting to proclaim peace.

Zelensky says 
US allowed 
to produce 

missiles
dna

KYIV: Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky on 
Friday said US President 
Donald Trump told him 
he would allow Ukraine to 
produce advanced Patriot 
air defence missiles, after 
a series of reversals on the 
issue. Kyiv is facing a short-
age of the missiles, which re-
main the only ones reliably 
able to counter the ballistic 
missiles that Russia launch-
es at Ukraine. “At our last 
meeting, President Trump 
emphasised to me that yes, 
I have made a final decision. 
Ukraine will receive licenc-
es for the production of 
Patriot missiles,” Zelensky 
said in a voice note to jour-
nalists. In July, Trump said 
it would be “pretty cool” to 
grant Ukraine the licenc-
es, before backtracking.

PTI decides to 
‘postpone’ Islamabad
long march till Oct 5

Formal announcement to be made 
after taking Achakzai and Allama Nasir 

Abbas into confidence, say sources
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LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif on Friday an-
nounced a monthly “Hospital of the Month” award for hospitals demonstrat-
ing outstanding performance across the province.
Presiding over a video-link meeting, the chief minister decided to transform 
300 Maryam Nawaz Hospitals (Rural Health Centres) into fully fledged hos-
pitals and noted that 911 Clinics on Wheels had provided medical care to 30 
million patients within a short period. The meeting also decided to introduce 
digital medical boxes for Clinics on Wheels for the first time in Punjab. The 
boxes would facilitate ultrasound, blood sugar, CBC and ECG tests through a 
single system. A camera could also be connected to the digital medical box for 
teleconferencing, while a mobile-linked smart ultrasound device would also be in-
troduced. Maryam Nawaz directed the recruitment of 40,000 doctors and allied 
health professionals for hospitals across Punjab. The meeting was informed that 
2,524 doctors, 2,482 women medical officers, 408 consultants and 32 cardiologists 
had already been recruited. Besides, 7,572 lady health visitors and 5,048 support 
staff had been posted in hospitals across the province. The chief minister ordered 
the provision of a new CT scan machine in every district and directed the establish-
ment of telemedicine centres for seasonal and common diseases. Patients would 
be able to consult doctors through video calls at the centres and, where necessary, 
be referred to the relevant hospital and ward. The centres would also facilitate 
appointments with the relevant ward, laboratory or other facility. Maryam Nawaz 
ordered the immediate replacement of medical superintendents of four hospitals 
over poor performance and negligence of duties. She also directed the formation 

of a pool of doctors and medical superintendents to deal with emergency situa-
tions. She directed that cleanliness and parking facilities at district and tehsil head-
quarters hospitals be improved. For the first time in Punjab, Clinic Quality Control 
Officers would be appointed to assess the quality of treatment being provid-
ed to patients. A Directorate of Monitoring and Surveillance had also been 
established in Primary Healthcare to ensure 24-hour digital monitoring of 
every hospital. The digital monitoring system would cover DHQ and THQ 
hospitals, Maryam Nawaz Hospitals, Maryam Nawaz Health Clinics, Field 
Hospitals and Clinics on Wheels. The meeting was informed that Commu-
nity Health Monitoring Health Inspectors had completed registration and 
data collection of more than 119.8 million people across Punjab. Medi-
cines had been delivered to the homes of 3,444 Type-1 diabetes patients, 
14,286 hepatitis patients and 13,864 TB patients. The meeting also agreed 
on legislation to link private clinics with the Health Information Man-
agement System (HIMS). Provincial Secretary Primary and Secondary 
Healthcare and Population Nadia Saqib gave a detailed briefing during the 
video-link meeting. Earlier,Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif 
has said newspapers remain a credible source of information in the pres-
ent era of information overload, stressing the need for objective journalism 
and authentic information. In her special message on Readers’ Day, the chief 
minister congratulated journalists associated with print media, office-bear-
ers and members of the All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS), and 
representatives of organisations associated with the print media.—DNA

Maryam for monthly ‘Hospital 
of the Month’ award

EU, AKF and NPAK Energy launch 
3MW power plant in Hunza

By restoring the performance of the 
existing hydropower asset, the pro-

ject will increase renewable electric-
ity generation within Hunza, helping 
improve electricity availability, ease 
pressure on the existing supply sys-
tem and strengthen reliability for 

consumers
DNA

HUNZA, GILGIT-BALTISTAN: The European Union (EU), Aga 
Khan Foundation and NPAK Energy today marked major progress 
in strengthening electricity services in Hunza, with the commission-
ing of the first phase of a major electricity loss-reduction programme 
and the groundbreaking of the rehabilitation of the 3 MW Misgar 
Hydropower Plant. The initiatives are being implemented under the 
Energy Plus Project. With funding from the European Union (EU) 
and the Aga Khan Foundation (AKF) in partnership with the Govern-
ment of Gilgit-Baltistan, the Energy Plus project focuses on fostering 
a climate resilient and low-carbon economy and society in northern 
Pakistan.  Under the Loss Reduction Programme – Phase I, NPAK 
Energy has upgraded critical transmission, distribution and metering 
infrastructure across Hunza, including a new substation and trans-
former, 10 transformer substations, 55 upgraded transformers, 25.3 
km of transmission lines, 86.5 km of distribution lines and 460 km of 
service lines, alongside the installation of approximately 9,000 ener-
gy meters. The investment is already producing significant improve-
ments across the electricity network. System losses have declined 
from 47% to approximately 15%, while voltage at consumer premises 
has improved from around 90–130V to 200–220V. Electricity supply 
has increased and system tripping has been substantially reduced.
The programme is also strengthening the transparency and accuracy 
of electricity metering and billing. A new Energy Meter Laborato-
ry has been established to test electromechanical, digital, PLC and 
smart meters, providing a mechanism for addressing defective, dis-
puted or potentially tampered meters.
NPAK Energy will shortly introduce a new billing system aimed at fur-
ther improving billing accuracy, transparency and customer service. 
“Reliable and sustainable energy is fundamental to the development 
of communities and local economies. What we are seeing in Hunza 
is partnership in practice — improving the network so that electric-
ity reaches consumers more efficiently, while investing in renewa-
ble energy to increase generation. The European Union is proud to 
support these efforts alongside NPAK Energy, the Government of 
Gilgit-Baltistan and local communities,” said Mr Raimundas Karoblis, 
EU Ambassador to Pakistan. The Secretary of the Water and Power 
Department, Gilgit-Baltistan, Mr. Iftikhar Alam, said,
“The Government appreciates the work of AKDN, particularly NPAK, 

and will extend all possible support for the successful implementa-
tion of this project. Reliable electricity is vital for the economic and 
social development of Gilgit-Baltistan. The progress under the En-
ergy Plus Project and the rehabilitation of the Misgar Hydropower 
Plant demonstrate the value of strong collaboration in strengthening 
energy infrastructure and ensuring a more reliable and sustainable 
electricity supply for the people of Hunza.”
The visit also marked the groundbreaking of the rehabilitation of the 
3 MW Misgar Hydropower Plant, the largest hydropower plant in 
Hunza. The plant is currently operating at approximately 30% capac-
ity factor, significantly below its potential, as key civil infrastructure 
has deteriorated over time. The rehabilitation will focus on the plant’s 

two water conveyance channels and forebay structures, together with 
the necessary civil, engineering and technical works.
By restoring the performance of the existing hydropower asset, the 
project will increase renewable electricity generation within Hunza, 
helping improve electricity availability, ease pressure on the existing 
supply system and strengthen reliability for consumers.
“Our focus at NPAK Energy is to translate investment into tangible 
improvements for the people we serve. The reduction in losses, 
improved voltage and greater reliability of the network demon-
strate what can be achieved through targeted infrastructure 
investment. At the same time, rehabilitating Misgar will allow 
us to unlock more of Hunza’s own renewable energy potential. 

Dewatering operations 
in DIKhan continues

Dera Ismail Khan :Heavy rain 
that lashed Dera Ismail Khan in 
the early hours of Friday prompted 
Water and Sanitation Services Com-
pany (WSSC) Dera Ismail Khan to 
intensify drainage and clearance op-
erations across the city.
Following the rainfall, WSSC field 
teams remained active at various lo-
cations to remove accumulated rain-
water and ensure smooth drainage. 
Water Supply staff also carried out 
dewatering using motor pumps.
The sanitation and water supply 
teams were deployed in the field 
to respond to water accumulation 
and other rain-related issues, while 
clearance activities were also accel-
erated to facilitate the movement of 
residents and prevent disruption to 

routine civic life.
WSSC officials said the teams were 
working on a priority basis at lo-
cations where rainwater had accu-
mulated, adding that dewatering 
operations would continue until 
the situation was brought under 
control.
They said the company had mobi-
lized its field staff and equipment 
to deal with the effects of the heavy 
early-morning rainfall and improve 
drainage conditions in the city.
The officials also urged citizens 
and shopkeepers to cooperate with 
the field teams and avoid throwing 
plastic bags, wrappers and other 
waste into drains and watercours-
es, warning that even small plastic 
bags could obstruct drainage and 

cause water to accumulate on roads 
and in public places.
“Effective drainage after rainfall 
requires cooperation from citizens 
along with the efforts of the field 
teams,” the officials said, adding 
that keeping drains free of solid 
waste could significantly improve 
the flow of rainwater.
They said WSSC would continue its 
rain-response and clearance activi-
ties and remain engaged in remov-
ing accumulated water from affected 
points.
The company appealed to citizens to 
keep their surroundings clean, dis-
pose of waste at designated points 
and avoid dumping garbage into 
drains to help ensure timely drain-
age during and after rainfall.—APP

Bugti reaffirms 
governance reforms

QUETTA:  Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, has underlined that the foundations of good governance 
have been firmly laid in the province, with a system built on merit, transparency, accountability, and opportunities 
for youth. Addressing participants of the 21st National Workshop Balochistan in Quetta, Bugti categorically rejected 
the notion of insurgency in the province, stating that only a handful of elements are attempting to promote separatist 
narratives based on identity. “Conspiracies to divide Pakistan like pieces of cake will never succeed,” he declared.
The event was attended by Senator Dinesh Kumar, Adviser on Media and Political Af fairs Shahid Rind, 
and Principal Secretary Imran Zarkoon. Sar fraz Bugti cautioned that Baloch youth are being misled 
into a futile conf lict that of fers no benef it to their future or the province. He dismissed claims that 
uneven development or backwardness is the root cause of unrest, noting that such disparities exist 
globally but do not justify violence. He urged young people to distinguish between perception and 
realit y and acquaint themselves with the true history of their province. The Chief Minister accused 
anti -Pakistan elements abroad of spreading organized propaganda to misguide youth, stressing that 
they should instead focus on education, progress, and building a brighter future rather than joining 
state-opposed campaigns. Highlighting governance reforms, Bugti said the provincial government is 
actively l istening to youth at all  levels to bridge the gap between them and the state. He emphasized 
meritocracy as the only way to ensure justice, pointing to the introduction of an AI-based testing system 
designed to guarantee transparency in recruitment. “No deserving candidate will be deprived of their 
right, and jobs will be awarded strictly on merit,” he asserted. Sarfraz Bugti further revealed that in the 
past two years, the Public Sector Development Program has achieved 100 percent progress. The Anti-Cor-
ruption Department has been revitalized, while the Chief Minister’s Inspection Team has begun monitoring 
development projects, starting from Bugti’s own constituency to send a clear message that accountability will 
be impartial. He confirmed that action against corrupt elements is underway, with arrests already being made.—DNA

Solar 
manufacturing 

can create millions 
of jobs: Haider

LAHORE Punjab Governor 
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan 
on Friday said a compre-
hensive policy to promote 
local manufacturing of solar 
systems in Pakistan could 
create millions of jobs, 
provide affordable and en-
vironment-friendly energy 
and help the country earn 
valuable foreign exchange.
He was addressing the 3rd 
International Solar Power 
Conclave and Solar Tech-
nology Excellence Awards 
2026, organised by Energy 
Update in collaboration 
with the Pakistan Solar As-
sociation, Renewable Ener-
gy Association of Pakistan 
and Pakistan Alternative 
Energy Association at a lo-

cal hotel here.
The governor said it was 
unfortunate that large-scale 
local manufacturing of solar 
systems had not yet been 
developed in Pakistan due 
to the absence of a com-
prehensive government 
policy. He said establishing 
a local solar manufacturing 
industry could generate 
millions of employment op-
portunities while providing 
clean, green and relatively 
low-cost energy. Sardar Sal-
eem Haider Khan said the 
importance of solar energy 
was increasing with the ris-
ing cost of electricity, add-
ing that Pakistan had abun-
dant sunlight that could be 
utilised to reduce the bur-

den of electricity bills on 
consumers and protect the 
environment.
He urged the solar business 
community to take practical 
steps towards local manufac-
turing instead of waiting for 
a government policy. He 
said the solar industry had 
played an important role in 
introducing the technology 
in Pakistan despite limited 
government support in the 
past, and a similar approach 
could help lay the foundation 
for local manufacturing. He 
said local production of solar 
systems would not only help 
meet the country’s grow-
ing energy requirements 
but also enable Pakistan 
to export solar products 
and earn valuable foreign 
exchange. Referring to the 
rapidly increasing use of so-
lar panels, the governor said a 
large number of households 
in urban areas had installed 
solar panels on rooftops, re-
flecting growing public in-
terest in solar energy.—APP

Nehal, Ihab 
discuss 
Karachi, 

Alexandria 
sister-city 
proposal

KARACHI: Sindh Governor 
Syed Muhammad Nehal 
Hashmi met with Egyptian 
Ambassador Dr. Ihab Abdelh-
amid at the Governor House 
here on Friday.
 They discussed ways to en-
hance cooperation between 
Pakistan and Egypt in re-
ligious and historical tour-
ism, education, trade and 
youth engagement. During 
the meeting, the Egyptian 
Ambassador proposed es-
tablishing sister-city rela-
tions between Karachi and 
Alexandria. The Governor 
welcomed the proposal. The 
ambassador said that Egypt 
was interested in developing 
sister-city ties between Alex-
andria, Egypt’s largest port 
city, and Karachi, Pakistan’s 
financial and major port hub. 
The Governor Hashmi said 
that establishing sister-city 
relations between Karachi 
and Alexandria would bring 
the people and governments 
of the two countries closer 
together.     He said that such 
ties would provide greater 
opportunities to explore the 
history, culture and tourist 
attractions of both countries.      
The Governor said that the 
sister-city relationship could 
also help promote trade 
and economic cooperation 
between Karachi and Alex-
andria.     He emphasized 
the importance of student 
exchange programmes and 
exchanges of youth delega-
tions to further strengthen 
people-to-people contacts 
between Pakistan and Egypt.      
The Egyptian Ambassador 
said that he would make every 
possible effort to facilitate ex-
changes of football delegations 
between Pakistan and Egypt 
and to organize an exhibition 
football match in Karachi.     
The Governor said that there 
were extensive opportunities 
for cooperation between Pa-
kistan and Egypt in the fields 
of trade, tourism, education 
and sports.     The Governor 
assured the Egyptian Am-
bassador of his full cooper-
ation in promoting bilateral 
collaboration across various 
sectors.     The Ambassador 
Dr. Ihab Abdelhamid also re-
corded his remarks in the vis-
itors’ book at the Governor 
House.—APP

Key legal, 
regulatory 

amendments 
reviewed

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Law and Justice, Sen-
ator Azam Nazeer Tarar here 
on Friday chaired a meeting 
of the Cabinet Committee 
on Disposal of Legislative 
Business, which reviewed 
legal and regulatory amend-
ments and rules submitted 
by various ministries and 
divisions. The committee 
approved the draft OGRA 
Fees and Charges Rules, 
aimed at aligning the fee 
and charges framework for 
regulatory and licensing 
services administered by 
the Oil and Gas Regulato-
ry Authority (OGRA) with 
current requirements. The 
committee also accorded 
conditional approval to 
proposed amendments to 
the Generation, Transmis-
sion and Distribution of 
Electric Power Act, 1997, 
subject to incorporation of 
its recommendations and 
suggestions in the draft. An 
amendment to the Pakistan 
Coast Guards Act, 1973, 
was also approved to provide 
a formal legal framework for 
rules and regulations gov-
erning the Regimental Fund, 
including its administration 
and operation.—APP
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Two held 
over alleged 

facebook 
defamation 

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Cyber Crime Investigation 
Agency (NCCIA) has arrest-
ed two suspects for allegedly 
defaming a citizen through 
Facebook following a com-
plaint lodged by the affected 
person.
An NCCIA official told on 
Friday that Inspector Syeda 
Pakeeza took action on the 
complaint and arrested the 
two suspects, identified as 
Rafaqat and Shehzad.
According to the official, the 
suspects were accused of 
using Facebook to post de-
famatory content against the 
complainant.
The arrests were made after 
NCCIA initiated action on 
the citizen’s complaint and 
examined the matter under 
the relevant cybercrime 
laws.
Further investigation is un-
derway to establish the full 
circumstances of the case 
and determine the alleged 
role of the arrested sus-
pects.The National Cyber 
Crime Investigation Agency 
(NCCIA) Islamabad Circle 
has recovered more than 
Rs1 million out of Rs3.2 
million allegedly taken from 
a citizen through fraud, 
providing partial financial 
relief to the victim. An NC-
CIA official told on Friday 
that the Islamabad Circle 
took action on the citizen’s 
complaint and succeeded in 
recovering more than Rs1 
million of the amount lost in 
the fraud. The affected citi-
zen appreciated the efforts 
of NCCIA Islamabad Circle 
following the recovery and 
shared his experience in a 
video message.—APP

Water 
treatment 
requires 

multi-stage 
approach

ISLAMABAD: Effective 
water treatment requires a 
combination of filtration 
and treatment processes 
tailored to the type of con-
taminants present, as no 
single technology can ad-
dress all water-quality prob-
lems, a Pakistan Council of 
Research in Water Resourc-
es (PCRWR) expert said 
here Friday. Talking to APP, 
Director, National Water 
Quality Laboratory, PCRWR, 
Saiqa Imran said that activat-
ed carbon was an important 
component of water filtration 
systems but …
ISLAMABAD, Sep 25 (AP-
P):Effective water treatment 
requires a combination of 
filtration and treatment pro-
cesses tailored to the type 
of contaminants present, as 
no single technology can ad-
dress all water-quality prob-
lems, a Pakistan Council of 
Research in Water Resourc-
es (PCRWR) expert said 
here Friday Talking to APP, 
Director, National Water 
Quality Laboratory, PCR-
WR, Saiqa Imran said that 
activated carbon was an im-
portant component of water 
filtration systems but could 
not function as a standalone 
treatment solution.—APP
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CDA chief reviews National 
Police Academy project

The chairman said development projects should focus not only on improving connectivity and mobility 
but also on enhancing public facilities and the overall urban environment of the capital

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) Chairman Sohail Ashraf 
on Friday visited the National Police 
Academy (NPA) and reviewed progress 
on an ongoing development project be-
ing executed by the authority.
During the visit, the chairman inspect-
ed the work at the site and reviewed 
the pace and quality of construction. 
He directed the concerned officials to 
ensure that all components were com-
pleted in accordance with the approved 
design, technical specifications and 
relevant rules. He stressed that there 
would be no compromise on the quality 
of construction and directed officials 
to identify and resolve administrative 
or technical issues that could cause 
delays. The chairman also called for 
regular monitoring of the project and 

close coordination among the CDA de-
partments, NPA and other stakeholders 
to ensure its timely completion. He di-
rected the concerned departments to 
maintain the pace of development work 
across Islamabad and ensure effective 
use of resources. The visit comes amid 
the CDA’s ongoing development and 
infrastructure works across the 
capital,  including improvements to 
roads, bridges, underpasses, land-
scaping and public facilities.
The chairman said development pro-
jects should focus not only on improv-
ing connectivity and mobilit y but 
also on enhancing public facil ities 
and the overall urban environment 
of the capital.  He directed of f icials 
to ensure that ongoing projects were 
implemented according to approved 
plans, with emphasis on qualit y, sus-
tainabilit y, ef f icient use of resourc-
es and timely completion.

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad..............9222596
Rawalpindi........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Rain spell puts upper regions 
at risk of flash floods

ISLAMABAD:  The National Emer-
gency Operations Centre (NEOC) of 
the National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) on Friday issued 
an alert for possible heavy rain, thun-
derstorms and flash floods in upper 
parts of the country from Sept 25 to 
30, urging relevant authorities to en-
sure advance preparations and keep 
emergency response teams and re-
sources ready in vulnerable areas.
According to the alert, the western 
weather system is expected to intensi-
fy on Sept 25 and 26, potentially trig-
gering heavy rainfall, thunderstorms 
and flash floods in mountainous areas 
and rain fed streams.
In Gilgit-Baltistan, vulnerable are-
as include Astore, Skardu, Roundu, 
Ghanche and Shigar, while in Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, Neelum Valley, 
Haveli, Poonch and Sudhanoti may 
face flood related risks.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Swat, Bajaur, 
Dir, Kohistan, Kolai Palas, Battagram 
and Mansehra have also been identi-
fied as areas at risk of flash flooding.
The NEOC forecast heavy thunder-
storms and, at some places, hail-
storms in Potohar, Punjab and various 
parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa through 
Sept 30. Islamabad, Rawalpindi, At-
tock, Chakwal, Jhelum, Murree, Gal-
iyat, Mianwali, Khushab, Bhakkar, 
Layyah, Sialkot, Lahore, Gujranwala, 
Gujrat, Sargodha, Faisalabad, Okara, 
Sahiwal and Jhang are among the ar-
eas where heavy rainfall could cause 
urban flooding. In Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, heavy rain is also expected in 
Dir, Swat, Buner, Malakand, Shangla, 
Battagram, Kohistan, Mansehra, Ab-
bottabad, Haripur, Nowshera, Swabi, 
Mardan, Peshawar, Kurram, Hangu, 
Karak, Bannu, Lakki Marwat, Dera 
Ismail Khan and Waziristan.

NDMA has directed relevant depart-
ments to take precautionary meas-
ures against possible flooding and 
other weather-related hazards and 
maintain close monitoring of rainfall 
and the situation in streams and vul-
nerable areas. Authorities have also 
been asked to pre-position emergen-
cy response teams and essential re-
sources in potentially affected areas 
to ensure a timely response.
The NDMA advised the public to 
avoid crossing rain-fed streams, 
mountain torrents and waterlogged 
roads, and urged residents of low-ly-
ing and vulnerable areas to remain 
vigilant and adopt necessary safety 
measures. The authority also ad-
vised citizens to use the Pak NDMA 
Disaster Alert mobile application for 
verified weather updates, informa-
tion on potential hazards and safety 
guidelines.—APP

Fuel relief 
scheme fully 
operational

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Fi-
nance, Bilal Azhar Kiyani said on Friday 
that the Prime Minister’s Fuel Relief 
Scheme was fully operational across the 
country, providing Rs500 worth of free 
petrol per week to eligible motorcyclists 
and Rs1,000 every 10 days to owners of 
cars up to 800cc through a quick regis-
tration process.
Addressing a press conference along 
with Federal Minister for Information 
Technology and Telecommunication, 
Shiza Fatima, he said applicants needed 
only their CNIC and vehicle registration 
card for registration, after which a token 
would be generated and the fuel relief 
added within minutes.
He clarified that the vehicle did not 
necessarily have to be registered in 
the applicant’s own name for users of 

motorcycles, rickshaws, loaders and 
ChingChi rickshaws to benefit from the 
scheme, provided the registration card 
carried the required vehicle details. The 
SIM card used for registration, howev-
er, should match the applicant’s CNIC. 
Kiyani said he had personally visited 
around 40 petrol pumps during the pre-
vious two days and witnessed the regis-
tration and disbursement process, add-
ing that eligible citizens were receiving 
the fuel relief within minutes. He urged 
government employees, students, work-
ers, job seekers and the media to spread 
awareness about the scheme in villages, 
streets and neighbourhoods so that no 
eligible person was deprived of the facil-
ity. The minister said the targeted relief 
mechanism had been designed to pro-
vide meaningful support to people using 

motorcycles, small cars, rickshaws and 
loaders amid higher petroleum prices 
and limited fiscal resources. He said 
the government was working within the 
constraints of the ongoing Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) programme 
while directing available resources to-
wards the segments most affected by 
higher fuel costs.
Kiyani said the government had mo-
bilised relevant institutions to ensure 
implementation of the scheme across 
the country and urged eligible citizens 
to avail themselves of the facility. Mean-
while, responding to questions about 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) pro-
posed march, he said the government 
would take necessary measures to pro-
tect citizens and public and private prop-
erty. He said placing containers and tak-
ing other precautionary measures was 
not the government’s preference but be-
came necessary to ensure public safety 
in view of previous incidents of violence 
during political protests.
Kiyani said Islamabad was not closed 
and normal movement was continuing 
in the capital and surrounding areas, 
while precautionary measures were 
being taken to prevent any untoward 
incident. He also urged the PTI-led Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa government to focus 
greater attention on combating terror-
ism and strengthening its police and 
security infrastructure.—APP

MoU sign to bring 
affordable 5G 

devices to Pakistan
Commercial availability, pricing, and 
sales-channel details for the devices 

will be announced separately
ISLAMABAD:  Jazz, Pakistan’s leading connectivity provid-
er, has announced a strategic collaboration with DIGIT and 
UNISOC to introduce affordable 5G devices in Pakistan.
The partnership brings together Jazz’s connectivity eco-
system and market reach, DIGIT’s device expertise and 
understanding of local consumers, and UNISOC’s semicon-
ductor and 5G platform capabilities.
The collaboration will initially introduce two products: a 5G 
MiFi and a 5G smartphone powered by UNISOC platforms. 
Designed to make next-generation connectivity more ac-
cessible, the devices will let consumers experience faster, 
more reliable mobile connectivity across communication, 
entertainment, education, work, and digital services.
Asad Maqbool, Head of Jazz Consumer Growth, said, “The 
benefits of 5G can only be fully realised when more people 
have access to affordable, capable devices. By combining 
Jazz’s connectivity ecosystem with DIGIT’s device exper-
tise and UNISOC’s technology, we aim to make 5G more 
accessible and enable consumers to benefit from faster 
connectivity across their everyday digital lives. This is cen-
tral to our purpose of enabling a Better Life For All through 
technology.” Abdul Rehman Mahmood, CEO of DIGIT, said, 
“Our focus is on bringing reliable, affordable, and high-qual-
ity devices to market that address real consumer needs. 
This collaboration combines DIGIT’s device expertise with 
Jazz’s connectivity ecosystem and UNISOC’s technology, 
enabling us to expand our portfolio and support the adop-
tion of next-generation connectivity across Pakistan.”
Xian Miao, General Manager of IoT Product Line, 
UNISOC, said, “Pakistan is an important and rapidly evolv-
ing digital market. Through our V510 and UMS9621 plat-
forms, we are enabling 5G across mobile broadband and 
smartphones. Our collaboration with Jazz and DIGIT will 
help bring high-performance 5G experiences to more con-
sumers across the country.”
The 5G MiFi will provide portable high-speed mobile 
broadband across multiple devices, while the smartphone 
will offer consumers an accessible entry point to 5G. The 
initiative comes as Pakistan enters a new phase of connec-
tivity, where the availability of capable and affordable devic-
es will be critical to translating 5G network expansion into 
wider consumer adoption.
The partnership highlights the importance of collaboration 
across the 5G ecosystem, bringing together network con-
nectivity, device innovation, and semiconductor technology 
to accelerate access to next-generation digital experiences. 
Jazz, DIGIT, and UNISOC will also explore further opportu-
nities across 5G smartphones, mobile broadband products, 
and other connected solutions for the Pakistani market.
Commercial availability, pricing, and sales-channel details 
for the devices will be announced separately.—DNA

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

September

Sept01/Libya
Revolution Day

Sept01/Tanzania
Defence day

Sept01/Uzbekistan
Independence Day

Sept07/Brazil
Independence Day

Sept09/DPR Korea
National Day

Sept09/Tajikistan
Independence Day

Sept16/Malaysia
Armed Forces Day

Sept16/Mexico
National Day

Sept16/Papua New 
Guinea

Independence Day

Sept18/Chile
National Day

Sept21/Malta
Independence Day

Sept23/Saudi Arabia
National Day

UN must be 
strengthened, not 

abandoned: Masood 
ISLAMABAD: Former ambassador to the United States, 
China and the UN, Sardar Masood Khan said here Friday 
that the United Nations must be strengthened through 
the rule of law and revitalised multilateralism to address 
contemporary global crises. Responding to the rapidly 
evolving conflict in the Middle East, Sardar Masood Khan 
said in a statement that the widening US-Iran confronta-
tion had created serious regional and global consequenc-
es, while the situation involving the Houthis, Saudi Arabia 
and the wider Gulf had further complicated the security 
environment. He said the present moment required sus-
tained diplomacy alongside security measures. Khan said 
the central question facing the US-Iran confrontation was 
whether the conflict would continue to escalate or wheth-
er a negotiated framework could emerge. He noted that 
both sides had publicly articulated positions while leaving 
some space for diplomacy. He stressed that direct engage-
ment between the two sides, if it materialised, would be 
an important indication that their negotiators had found 
sufficient common ground for dialogue. He said the con-
tinuing conflict had imposed enormous costs on Iran and 
the wider region, while also placing significant military and 
economic pressures on the United States. The broader conse-
quences, he argued, extended beyond the immediate belliger-
ents, affecting Gulf states, energy markets, trade and regional 
stability. Turning to the United Nations, Sardar Masood Khan 
said the organisation’s diminishing role was partly linked to 
financial pressures and the inability of the Security Council to 
respond effectively to major conflicts. He also acknowledged 
concerns regarding bureaucracy, budgetary management and 
efficiency within the UN system, but argued that these short-
comings should be addressed through reform rather than 
abandonment. “The United Nations should not be buried; 
it needs to be strengthened,” he said, stressing that the 
organisation remains the principal guardian of internation-
al conventions, treaties and the multilateral system.—DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs, 
Gilgit-Baltistan and President of PML-N Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Engineer Amir Muqam, on Friday said all constitutional 
stages in Azad Kashmir including the election of the president 
have been completed smoothly while urging political groups 
to resolve differences through dialogue instead of protests 
and sit-ins. Addressing a press conference in Islamabad, Amir 
Muqam welcomed the election of Dr. Muhammad Najeeb 
Naqi Khan as President of Azad Kashmir and said the elec-
tion process had sent a positive message in the region. He 
said the people of Azad Kashmir had expressed confidence in 
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and thanked the 
people and all those who contributed to the electoral process. 
He also said the election of Prime Minister Barrister Iftikhar 
Gilani had been completed smoothly. The minister said the 
federal government would continue supporting development 
and welfare projects in Azad Kashmir. He said Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif had provided clear planning for development 
initiatives and that Danish Schools were being established in 
Azad Kashmir at an estimated cost of Rs20 billion.
Amir Muqam said the government would continue to fulfil its 
commitments to the people of Azad Kashmir and stressed 
that differences should not prevent political forces from work-

ing together for public welfare. “Protests and sit-ins cannot 
resolve problems; issues can be resolved through negotia-
tions,” he said, urging those staging protests to become part 
of the political and democratic process. He said the people of 
Azad Kashmir were directly affected by political tensions and 
called for avoiding further unrest and damage. He added that 
Pakistan-Azad Kashmir relations had remained strong and would 
continue to remain so. The minister also spoke about the situa-
tion in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, calling on the political leadership 
to focus on terrorism, governance and development rather than 
protest politics. He said terrorist incidents were increasing in the 
province and that practical measures were needed to address the 
security situation. He maintained that political rallies and pro-
tests could not resolve the problems facing the province. Amir 
Muqam said the KP government should explain what it had done 
for education, healthcare, employment, institutional strengthen-
ing and development during the past 13 years. He stressed that 
resources available to the provincial government should be spent 
on development and public welfare. He also paid tribute to police 
and security personnel for their sacrifices in the fight against 
terrorism. The minister said police and security forces should 
be provided with greater powers and resources rather than 
being weakened or used for political purposes.—DNA

Call for focus on uplift, 
rejects protest politics

Briefs
Insurers 

settle over 1m 
claims worth 
Rs548bln in 
2025: SECP

ISLAMABAD: The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) on 
Friday informed that Paki-
stan’s insurers settled more 
than one million motor, acci-
dent, health, fire and property 
claims worth around Rs548 
billion in 2025.
According to the SECP’s In-
surance Industry Statistics 
Report 2025, life insurers 
paid Rs410 billion in claims, 
while non-life insurers paid 
approximately Rs138 billion, 
bringing the scale of claims 
across the two sectors into 
sharper focus, said a news 
release.
Life insurance claims rose 
from Rs380 billion in 2024. 
They included around Rs37 
billion in death claims, up 
from Rs33 billion. Non-life 
claim payments increased 
from Rs92 billion to approx-
imately Rs138 billion.
The new claim counts 
showed that life insurers 
paid more than 33,000 death 
claims during the year. Non-
life insurers settled over 
720,000 accident and health 
claims, more than 282,000 
motor claims, and around 
11,000 fire and property 
claims.
SECP Chairman Dr Kabir 
Sidhu said claims settlement 
was a key measure of insur-
ers’ performance. “Publish-
ing claim amounts and counts 
will strengthen accounta-
bility, build policyholders’ 
trust and support sustaina-
ble growth,” he said adding 
that SECP is undertaking 
a comprehensive review of 
insurers’ claims-handling 
processes, including an anal-
ysis of claims data. SECP has 
also placed the draft Market 
Conduct Rules for Insurers, 
2026, under public consul-
tation. The report recorded 
growth across the industry. 
Total assets increased by 
more than 9% to Rs4.1 trillion, 
while gross written premium 
rose by 15% to Rs778 billion. 
Life insurance premiums grew 
by 14% and non-life premiums 
by 16%. Among private life 
insurers, health insurance 
premiums increased by 49% to 
Rs30.4 billion, while term life 
premiums rose by about 37% to 
more than Rs19.7 billion. In the 
non-life sector, motor premiums 
grew by around 35% to more 
than Rs78.5 billion, and accident 
and health premiums increased 
by approximately 42% to more 
than Rs35.7 billion.—APP

SSP reviews 
Friday prayer 

security 
ISLAMABAD: Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP) 
Operations Islamabad Qazi 
Ali Raza visited different 
mosques and Imambargahs 
during Friday prayers to re-
view security arrangements 
and directed police person-
nel to remain fully alert and 
ensure effective checking. 
An official said that SSP Qazi 
met police officers deployed 
on security duty and person-
ally reviewed arrangements 
made for the protection of 
worshippers. Qazi directed 
the personnel to remain vig-
ilant at their duty points and 
ensure effective checking 
around mosques and Imam-
bargahs. He stressed that se-
curity arrangements should 
be closely monitored during 
Friday prayers and that of-
ficers should perform their 
duties with alertness and re-
sponsibility.
The SSP Qazi directed police 
personnel to take all neces-
sary measures to ensure a 
safe and peaceful environ-
ment for worshippers.

IRSA releases 
171,600 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Friday released 171,600 
cusecs of water from various 
rim stations with an inflow of 
113,000 cusecs. According to 
the data released by IRSA, 
the water level in the River 
Indus at Tarbela Dam stood 
at 1529.85 feet, which was 
127.85 feet higher than the 
dead level of 1402.00 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam were recorded as 
66,000 cusecs and 100,000 
cusecs respectively. The 
water level in the Jhelum 
River at Mangla Dam was 
1215.50 feet, which was 
165.50 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,050 
feet. The inf low and out-
f low of water were re-
corded as 11,400 cusecs 
and 36,000 cusecs, re-
spectively.—APP

FGEHA 
targets early 

possession of 
plots 

ISLAMABAD: Director Gen-
eral of Federal Government 
Employees Housing Author-
ity (FGEHA) Capt. (Retd.) 
Zafar Iqbal has said that the 
Authority was pursuing a 
comprehensive development 
strategy to provide quality, 
affordable and modern res-
idential facilities to federal 
government employees.
Talking to APP, the DG FGE-
HA said contemporary hous-
ing projects should not only 
provide residential units but 
also incorporate basic civic 
amenities, improved urban 
planning, environmental 
considerations and future re-
quirements of residents.
He said FGEHA was making 
concerted efforts to hand 
over possession of plots to 
allottees ahead of stipulated 
timelines, wherever feasi-
ble, while maintaining the 
required development stand-
ards.
He said possession of plots in 
Margalla Orchard, Block-A, 
was targeted for July 2027, 
while possession in sectors 
F-14/F-15 would be handed 
over to allottees in phases.
Capt. (Retd.) Zafar Iqbal said 
that the possession of plots 
in Sky Garden, Blocks A, B 
and D, was targeted by De-
cember 31, 2026, adding that 
possession of 80 plots had 
already been handed over to 
allottees ahead of schedule.
He directed the relevant of-
ficers to maintain close and 
continuous monitoring of 
ongoing development works 
and ensure that the pace 
of construction remained 
aligned with the approved 
timelines.—APP

IGP reviews 
law & order 

situation
ISLAMABAD: Inspector 
General of Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) Police Mu-
hammad Sohail Chaudhry re-
viewed the law and order sit-
uation in the federal capital 
and directed senior officers 
to speed up practical meas-
ures aimed at improving 
public facilitation and police 
service delivery.
An official told  on Friday 
that the IGP held an im-
portant meeting with DIG 
Headquarters Muhammad 
Jawad Tariq and other senior 
police officers. The meeting 
discussed the overall law 
and order situation, ongoing 
measures for public facilita-
tion and new initiatives to 
make police services more 
effective and easily accessi-
ble to citizens.
Sohail  directed officers to 
keep citizens’ convenience 
as a top priority and acceler-
ate practical steps to improve 
service delivery.
He stressed that public facil-
itation initiatives should pro-
duce visible results and help 
citizens access police servic-
es in a timely and effective 
manner.—APP

Ayaz stresses  
enduring print 

media importance 
in digital era   

ISLAMABAD:  Speaker 
National Assembly, Sar-
dar Ayaz Sadiq on Friday 
emphasized the continued 
relevance and importance 
of newspapers in the digital 
media era, terming them as 
a reliable source of authen-
tic news, comprehensive 
analysis and credible infor-
mation. In his message on 
World Newspaper Day, the 
Speaker said newspapers 
had historically played a 
vital role in promoting po-
litical, social and constitu-
tional awareness among the 
people. He stressed that 
maintaining a strong con-
nection with newspapers 
and books was essential for 

building an informed and 
enlightened society. Ayaz 
Sadiq said the prolifera-
tion of fake news and ru-
mours in the age of social 
media had emerged as a 
major challenge. He said 
that newspapers, through 
editorial responsibility 
and verification of infor-
mation, continued to pro-
vide credible and authen-
tic news to the public.
Ayaz Sadiq described free 
and responsible journal-
ism as a cornerstone of a 
democratic society, saying 
Pakistan’s journalist com-
munity had consistently 
upheld the values of free-
dom of expression and 

truth.
The Speaker paid tribute to 
the contributions of journal-
ists, columnists and news-
paper workers, describing 
their services as highly 
commendable.
He underscored the need 
to promote the habit of 
newspaper reading and 
regular study among the 
younger generation, say-
ing youth should be en-
couraged to move beyond 
superficial information and 
develop a culture of reading 
and serious thinking.
Ayaz Sadiq said newspa-
per reading played a sig-
nificant role in fostering 
critical thinking and in-

tellectual maturity among 
young people.
The Speaker reaffirmed 
Parliament’s commitment 
to safeguarding freedom of 
expression and protecting 
the rights of journalists 
and workers associated 
with the newspaper indus-
try. He said responsible 
journalism played an im-
portant role in promoting 
constructive dialogue, 
social harmony and dem-
ocratic values in society.
Ayaz Sadiq paid tribute 
to all those associated 
with journalism and ac-
knowledged their valua-
ble contributions to soci-
ety.—APP

FIA dismisses 
10,demotes 
8 among 76 

punished
ISLAMABAD: The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) Is-
lamabad Zone has awarded 76 departmental punishments, 
including dismissal of 10 employees and demotion of eight 
others, as part of a major accountability action over disci-
plinary violations, misconduct and public complaints.
An FIA official told APP on Friday that the action followed 
an Orderly Room chaired by the Director FIA Islamabad 
Zone, where cases involving departmental irregularities, 
breach of discipline, irresponsible and unprofessional con-
duct and public complaints were examined.
The official said the concerned officers and employees 
were personally heard and given an opportunity to pres-
ent their position. After examining the relevant record and 
available material, punishments were awarded under the 
Civil Servants (Efficiency and Discipline) Rules, 2020.
Of the 76 punishments, 10 employees were dismissed 
from service, while eight were demoted. Those dismissed 

included Sub-Inspector Hassan Ali, Upper Division Clerk 
Muhammad Subhan, Head Constables Tahir Mahmood, 
Melvin Masih and Muhammad Bilal, Constables Tahir Sa-
feer, Muhammad Ahmed Raza, Aqib Mahmood and Tahir 
Mahmood, and ASI Mubashir Kazmi. Among the eight de-
moted employees, Muhammad Niaz Mir and Muhammad 
Waseem Iqbal were demoted from Assistant Sub-In-
spector to Head Constable, while Sheeraz Manzoor 
was demoted from Upper Division Clerk to Lower Divi-
sion Clerk. Head Constables Rizwan Ali Khan, Masood 
Ahmed, Mudassir Ali, Almas Ilyas and Qasim Mahmood 
were demoted to the rank of constable. Of the remaining 
58 punishments, promotion was stopped for three years 
in 19 cases, two years in 27 cases and one year in five 
cases. In one case, pay was reduced by three stages, 
while six employees were censured. Alongside account-
ability, the FIA also recognised good performance, with 
the Director FIA Islamabad Zone awarding Commenda-
tion Certificate Class-II (CC-II) to three officers for out-
standing work. The Director said there would be no com-
promise on corruption, misuse of authority, indiscipline or 
unprofessional conduct within the agency. He said every 
official facing proceedings had been given an opportunity 
to explain their position, and decisions were taken after 
examining the available record and evidence in accordance 
with rules.  The Director said good performance would 
continue to be recognised, while a zero-tolerance policy 
would be followed against personnel compromising disci-
pline, integrity and professional responsibilities.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Trailers loaded with shipping containers are parked along Jinnah Avenue as authorities prepare 
security arrangements ahead of PTI’s expected long march.

Junaid invites 
vanaspati to set 
up edible oil city

The minister said that the 
government was seeking greater 

private-sector participation in 
the development of facilities and 
industrial activity at Port Qasim 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Muham-
mad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry has invited vanaspati manufac-
turers to set up an edible oil industrial city at Port Qasim. 
Addressing the members of the Pakistan Vanaspati Manufac-
turing Association (PVMA) after inaugurating its house on 
Friday, the minister said that the government would facilitate 
the industry in setting up the proposed zone and provide the 
necessary facilities at Port Qasim. Junaid Chaudhry said the 
edible oil industry is among the major contributors to govern-
ment revenue, with the sector generating substantial customs 
duty and sales tax from imports. He said that the government 
was intending to develop industrial and commercial zones at 
the port to attract investment and promote manufacturing and 
exports. Junaid Chaudhry said that an automotive processing 
zone would be established on 150 acres at Port Qasim, with 
the capacity to be expanded in phases in line with market de-
mand. He said that a 250-acre apparel zone was also planned 
at the port. Its first phase was projected to create more than 
138,000 jobs and generate annual exports of around $2.2 bil-
lion. The minister said that issues relating to land at Port Qa-
sim had been taken up and would be resolved over time. Land 
would be allotted to investors who came forward with viable 
business plans, he added. Referring to the water shortage at 
Port Qasim, Junaid Chaudhry said that a seawater treatment 
plant could be established under a business model in collabo-
ration with the Pakistan Vanaspati Manufacturing Association 
(PVMA), with treated water reused at the port. He invited 
the PVMA to participate in the proposed project, saying the 
association could work with Port Qasim to establish and op-
erate a system to meet the water requirements of industries 
operating at the port. The minister said that the government 
was seeking greater private-sector participation in the devel-
opment of facilities and industrial activity at Port Qasim.—APP



Saturday, September 26, 2026

Is the UN still relevant?
Mohamed Chebaro

A MID unprecedented global challenges, from wars, epidemics, climate 
change and artificial intelligence’s existential threats to humanity to 

superpower discord splintering the world order, many ask whether the 
UN is still a necessary space for global deal-making. The short answer 
is: not really. But the reality raises another question: If not the UN, then 
what else could solve the problems of increasingly intransigent super- and 
medium-sized powers amid a rise in ethnonationalism and so-called pat-
riotism, including calls for the erosion of multilateralism, the rule of law 
and the rules-based international order? The world is in an era in which 
political leaders believe less and less in the ethos of the UN, which was 
founded to help protect the planet and its people from the scourge of war. 
If those leaders have pivoted away from the founding ideals and virtues of 
the UN, then the international organization’s moral authority ceases to be 
a tool. The relevance of the UN is increasingly being brought into question 
because the current global moment is one of international competition 
and discord. This is a moment in which deal-making and forceful unilateral 
power supplant cooperation. It is feared that the UN and its many institu-
tions, which have long needed to reform and adapt to match the realities of 
our world, are now becoming nothing more than a talking shop.
The organization’s only chance of getting a new lease of life rests in the 
hands of global powers, whether or not they realize that the world needs the 
UN as a midway point to link between states and prevent total disconnec-
tion, leading to a descent into the law of the jungle and chaos. Apologists 
believe that the UN’s failures reflect the realities of states and societies that 
are in permanent discord Since 1945, the UN’s record has been mixed. Its 
detractors, mainly from the Global South, believe it to be a tool that dis-
penses medicine to the various maladies of the world according to Western 
priorities. Apologists believe that the UN’s failures reflect the realities of 
states and societies that are in permanent discord. Its standing has been 
constantly tested by challenges to peace and order and its funding limits.
Inside the UN’s most powerful tool, the Security Council, the five ve-
to-wielding permanent members managed to prevent all-out war during 
the Cold War era. But in recent years, the council has repeatedly blocked 
interventions in crises from the Palestine-Israel conflict and Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine to Syria, Myanmar and Sudan. The repeated failure of 
the UNSC to broker a ceasefire in Gaza stirred deep resentment both 
inside the organization and outside it. Over the years, the UN Charter’s 
prohibitions against aggression have frequently been directly or indirectly 
flouted by the superpowers’ geopolitical calculations. Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine and the US’ decision to attack Iran in February suggest that 
the UNSC’s biggest members no longer feel bound by its guiding princi-
ples. With peace-making proving elusive, the current funding crisis also 
highlights a permanent handicap of the organization. Since its inception, 
US funding has been a cornerstone of the UN’s operations. The Trump 
administration’s decision to cut the bulk of America’s funding has dealt an 
unprecedented blow to the UN, with its officials left wondering how to pay 
their various bills. A new set of financial arrangements is needed if the 
organization is to function, however minimally, in these turbulent times. 
A new set of financial arrangements is needed if the organization is to 
function, however minimally, in these turbulent times
Traditionally, the US covered approximately a fifth of the organization’s 
core costs and a quarter of the budget for its blue helmet peace-keeping 
operations. It also often covered a third of the budgets dedicated to relief 
agencies such as the World Food Programme. The US is not alone in scal-
ing back. European governments have also been reducing their spending 
on international development and humanitarian aid, while emerging na-
tions have not stepped up to close the financial gap. Despite the pressing 
need for aid and the release of some funds for the UN’s lifesaving efforts 
this year, big relief agencies have been forced to cut back assistance to 
civilians in places like South Sudan and Afghanistan. Looking ahead, the 
UN’s tiptoeing around sensitivities looks set to stay, while the world tee-
ters on the brink. It is hoped that the new secretary-general, who will be 
elected soon, can harness the virtues of the UN and its moral authority to 
guide the world’s search for peace. But it is feared that the rising tensions 
among major powers, perennial disputes over how to come to an agree-
ment and who should shoulder the financial weight of development pro-
jects and support for poorer states, as well as climate change adaptation 
and mitigation, are likely to remain as a thorn in the UN’s side.
The prospect of AI regulation, which will cause disagreements between 
corporations and governments, is another testing topic for the UN and 
the world. The colossal job of rebuilding trust between governments is 
nothing next to the adversities of rebuilding faith in the UN’s complex 
negotiations-based approach, which balances nations’ interests.
In such a climate, rather than turning to the UN, many governments 
are vying for cooperation through smaller clubs, both old and new, 
such as the G7 for Western nations and BRICS, the bloc for the so-
called emerging market nations. If this trend persists, and in the ab-
sence of a new covenant between the superpowers, the standing of the 
UN will remain dented, its future uncertain. Terminating the 81-year-
old organization is no longer an odd thought, as many nations look 
determined to put their own interests first. As a result, the mantras of 
human rights, the rules-based international order and multilateralism 
continue to fade with every speech, tweet or toxic-fueled narrative that 
poisons all attempts at prioritizing compromise and cooperation.
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Trump, Xi and the World at Stake

PML-N, PTI and the Crisis of Trust

Qamar Bashir

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

T HE red carpet at Joint Base Andrews was one 
hundred feet long. The questions awaiting Don-
ald Trump and Xi Jinping stretch across the 

planet. A flyover and handshake made powerful pho-
tographs, but neither will protect ships in the Strait of 
Hormuz, factories waiting for rare earth magnets, or 
the people of Taiwan. The visit will be measured by 
what follows. Trade comes first because the two coun-
tries cannot wound each other without wounding the 
world. They exchanged roughly $415 billion in goods 
in 2025 despite tariffs and retaliation. Trump wants 
China to buy more American farm products and loosen 
its grip on critical minerals. Xi wants the tariffs and 
restrictions on advanced technology removed. Their 
trade truce now runs to January 10. Another deadline 
may calm markets for a few months, but it cannot re-
pair a relationship governed by threats.
Rare earths show why Washington cannot dictate the 
terms. China refines 91 percent of the world’s mag-
net rare earths and makes 94 percent of the finished 
magnets. They power vehicles, industrial motors, data 
centers and weapons. When Beijing restricted exports 
in 2025, some automakers cut production. The Inter-
national Energy Agency estimates that full controls 
could put $6.5 trillion in annual production outside 
China at risk. That is a measure of exposure, not an 
actual loss, but it explains why American demands 
for secure supplies sound less commanding than the 
tariff threats that preceded them. Washington cannot 
demand respect for its own economic security while 
dismissing China’s. Nor can it expect Beijing to obey 
every American instruction merely because the United 
States believes its aims are legitimate. Sovereign coun-
tries negotiate; they do not surrender their judgment 
at an airport welcome ceremony. If Trump wants a du-
rable bargain, he must treat Xi as the leader of a major 
power, not a subordinate summoned to receive orders.
Taiwan brings the danger of war into the room. Bei-
jing regards the island as part of China and Ameri-
can arms sales as interference. Taiwan rejects Bei-
jing’s sovereignty claim and governs itself through 
democratic institutions. A proposed $14 billion 
American arms package is stalled. Trump has called 
it a negotiating chip. Rubio says sales also depend 
on America’s own military needs and the capacity 
of its defense factories. Republican senators have 
demanded that the stalled assistance move forward. 
The United States cannot promise deterrence with-

out deciding whether it will supply the weapons.
The stakes extend far beyond the package. Taiwan 
has about 23 million people and produces more than 
90 percent of the world’s most advanced chips. A con-
frontation around the island would strike a central 
artery of the global technology economy. So would 
a clash in the South China Sea, a route that carries 
a substantial share of world shipping. Trump and Xi 
need direct military communication and restraint at 
sea and in the air. Taiwan’s future cannot be traded 
for aircraft orders or agricultural purchases.
Iran tests whether Washington can distinguish di-
plomacy from demands for obedience. A U.S. con-
gressional commission estimates that China bought 
more than 90 percent of Iran’s exported oil in 2025, 
earning Tehran roughly $31 billion. Yet Iranian oil 
represented only about 12 percent of China’s crude 
imports. Xi therefore has influence, but Beijing has 
no formal defense obligation to Tehran. Washington 
has grounds to challenge sanctions evasion and mili-
tary-use transfers; it cannot command China to sever 
a sovereign relationship wholesale.
Xi also has reason to fear an expanding war. In the 
first quarter of 2025, before this conflict disrupted 
shipping, China received 37.7 percent of the crude oil 
and condensate moving through the Strait of Hormuz; 
Asian countries together received 89.2 percent. A clo-
sure threatens Chinese industry, neighboring econo-
mies and household budgets across the world. 
Trump and Xi should seek safe commercial passage 
and a political route out of the Iran war, instead of 
turning a vital waterway into another test of pow-
er. China’s ties with Russia give Ukraine a place 
in their discussion too, though neither leader can 
impose peace on Ukrainians. Artificial intelligence 
may be the most immediate test of their judgment. 
In June, an OpenAI agent researching health spend-
ing bypassed controls on an Australian government 
Medicare statistics portal and accessed non-public 
aggregate data and internal files. The government 
learned of the breach nearly three months later. An 
agent pursuing an ordinary task crossed a bounda-
ry its operators did not intend it to cross.
That incident gives the AI discussion a purpose be-
yond competition for chips and superior machines. 
The United States and China are racing to build au-
tonomous systems and robots, but an AI agent that 
penetrates a government database does not care 

which country wins. Both leaders should demand in-
dependent testing, limits on access to sensitive sys-
tems, immediate reporting of breaches and human 
control over military uses. Competition cannot be 
allowed to outrun accountability.
The same principle applies in space. The global space 
economy reached about $626 billion in 2025 and is 
projected by one forecaster to exceed $1 trillion by 
2034. Most of it is commercial: satellites support 
broadband, navigation, weather forecasting, aviation 
and shipping. An attack on one nation’s satellites 
could cripple civilian services and scatter debris 
across shared orbits. Space may not be a formal sum-
mit item, but two powers building military capabilities 
there should agree on limits before their rivalry puts 
this common infrastructure at risk. The Arctic adds 
a different warning. It is warming about three times 
faster than the global average, opening routes and 
intensifying competition over resources. China seeks 
a role in research and shipping; Washington sees 
Greenland as strategically important for minerals and 
missile defense. But Greenland is not a prize for out-
siders to divide. Its people must decide their future, 
with Denmark’s constitutional role respected. Any 
bargain that ignores them would reproduce the very 
hubris that makes great-power politics dangerous.
Climate makes the imbalance of power and respon-
sibility impossible to ignore. In 2024, China and the 
United States accounted for roughly 45 percent of 
global fossil carbon dioxide emissions. China also 
holds about 80 to 90 percent of solar manufacturing 
capacity, while Trump has pulled American policy 
away from international climate commitments. They 
may disagree on policy, but their choices will set the 
price of clean technology and the pace of emissions 
far beyond their borders. Neither can credibly claim 
that its decisions are its concern alone. This summit 
is important because the two leaders can damage or 
strengthen the international system on a scale few oth-
ers can. Their rivalry runs through trade, war, energy, 
AI, space and climate. They will not settle every dis-
pute in three days. But they can replace a fragile tariff 
pause with serious bargaining, keep military encoun-
ters from becoming war, protect vital waterways and 
set boundaries for technologies advancing faster than 
oversight. The red carpet showed that each recognizes 
the other’s power. The test is whether they recognize 
the rights and interests of everyone living beyond it.

P AKISTAN’S political crisis is no longer simply a 
contest between the PML-N and PTI. It is a strug-
gle over who has the right to define political le-

gitimacy, who controls the institutions of the state and, 
perhaps most importantly, whether political rivals can co-
exist without treating each other as an existential threat. 
The latest confrontation over PTI’s planned September 
27 protest is only the newest chapter in a conflict that 
has steadily deepened since Imran Khan’s removal from 
office in April 2022. PTI has announced a nationwide mo-
bilisation and march towards Islamabad, demanding the 
release of its founder and invoking the supremacy of the 
Constitution and rule of law. The government has warned 
against the protest and says it will enforce court orders 
and prevent disruption of public roads and buildings.
Pakistan has experienced political rivalry since inde-
pendence, but the present confrontation has a different 
intensity. The country’s major parties have historically 
competed fiercely, yet governments and opposition par-
ties have at times negotiated, formed alliances and even 
supported one another on major constitutional questions. 
The PML-N and PPP, for example, were bitter opponents 
for decades but eventually became partners in supporting 
the democratic transition and the 18th Amendment.
PTI emerged as a challenge to the established political 
order represented principally by the PML-N and PPP. 
Its rise transformed Pakistan’s electoral landscape. The 
2018 election brought Imran Khan to power, while his 
government’s eventual removal through a parliamentary 
vote of no-confidence in April 2022 turned political com-
petition into an increasingly bitter struggle over legitima-
cy. The events that followed hardened positions on both 
sides. PTI treated Khan’s removal as part of a wider po-
litical struggle against its mandate. Its opponents argued 
that the parliamentary process had been constitutional. 
Neither interpretation disappeared after the change of 
government. Instead, each became part of a political nar-
rative that continues to shape public debate.
The May 9, 2023 violence marked another decisive turning 
point. The attacks on military and government installations 
produced a severe state response against PTI and its sup-
porters. The confrontation subsequently moved into the 
courts, electoral institutions and streets. The November 
2024 clashes in Islamabad further demonstrated how quick-
ly political mobilisation could turn into a confrontation be-
tween protesters and the state. Dawn has noted that these 
earlier episodes remain central to the government’s security 
concerns about the planned September 27 protest.

The February 8, 2024 election did not resolve the dispute 
either. Instead, questions about the electoral process, PTI-
backed candidates, party representation and subsequent 
parliamentary arrangements added another layer to the 
political conflict. The election produced a parliament in 
which PTI-backed independents emerged as a significant 
force, while the PML-N formed the federal government 
with coalition support. That mistrust is now visible in al-
most every political development. PTI sees restrictions, 
arrests and legal proceedings as evidence of an effort to 
reduce its political space. The government presents its ac-
tions in terms of law, public order and the prevention of 
violence. Both positions are politically consequential, but 
neither can by itself resolve the underlying dispute.
The September 27 mobilisation illustrates the problem. 
PTI says peaceful protest is its constitutional right and has 
framed the march around the release of Imran Khan, con-
stitutional supremacy and the rule of law. The government, 
meanwhile, has warned that roads, public buildings and or-
dinary life cannot be disrupted and has pointed to an Islam-
abad High Court order concerning the occupation of public 
spaces. The important question is not whether either side 
has political grievances. Both clearly do. The question is 
whether those grievances can be pursued without convert-
ing every disagreement into a confrontation between the 
state and an opposition movement.
The arrest of Aleema Khan ahead of the planned pro-
test has further intensified the atmosphere. Authorities 
ordered her detention under the Maintenance of Public 
Order law, while PTI described the action as part of a 
wider crackdown. Such developments deepen rather than 
reduce mistrust. There is also a broader lesson here. 
The political system cannot function indefinitely through 
confrontation between the government and its principal 
opposition while the economy, security environment and 
public services demand attention. Political energy con-
sumed by protests, arrests, counter-statements and legal 
battles is energy unavailable for governance.
Even the government’s relationship with its coalition 
partner demonstrates how fragile political cooperation 
can become. The PML-N and PPP have recently had to 
revive coordination mechanisms after months of strained 
relations. Their disagreements concern inflation, petrole-
um prices, agriculture, local government and provincial 
issues. Yet both recognise that continued cooperation is 
necessary for the functioning of the government. If rivals 
within the governing coalition can negotiate despite sub-
stantial differences, there is no political reason why the 

government and opposition cannot establish at least a 
minimum framework for dialogue.
The difficulty is that dialogue in Pakistan is often treated as 
surrender. Governments fear that negotiations will strength-
en their opponents. Opposition parties fear that negotiations 
will weaken their mobilisation. Political leaders therefore 
prefer confrontation because it keeps their supporters unit-
ed. But what may strengthen a party in the short term can 
weaken the political system in the long term. Pakistan has 
repeatedly experienced this cycle. A government attempts 
to marginalise its opponent; the opposition mobilises against 
the government; institutions become involved; political ten-
sions rise; and eventually another political arrangement 
replaces the previous one without resolving the underlying 
question of how power should be contested.
The government has a responsibility to maintain public 
order, protect citizens and enforce the law. But the right 
to peaceful political expression cannot be treated as an 
inconvenience. Similarly, PTI has the right to protest and 
challenge government policies, but political mobilisation 
cannot become a licence for violence, attacks on public 
property or the disruption of ordinary citizens’ lives. Dawn 
has made the same distinction: peaceful protest is a dem-
ocratic right, while violence and attacks on law-enforce-
ment personnel are not. The way forward is therefore 
neither unconditional acceptance of the government’s 
position nor unconditional endorsement of PTI’s street 
politics. It lies in restoring political space in which disa-
greement does not automatically become confrontation.
Pakistan needs an understanding on a few basic principles: 
elections must be credible and disputes handled through con-
stitutional institutions; opposition parties must have meaning-
ful parliamentary and political space; peaceful protest must 
remain possible; violence must be rejected regardless of who 
commits it; courts must be allowed to function independently; 
and political prisoners and detainees must receive due pro-
cess. The PML-N and PTI may continue to disagree over Im-
ran Khan, the 2024 election, governance, accountability and 
the conduct of state institutions. They may continue to com-
pete fiercely in Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and at the 
federal level. None of this is unusual in a democracy. The 
real test of democracy is not whether one party defeats an-
other. It is whether the defeated party can continue to ex-
ist, criticise and compete, and whether the government can 
exercise authority without treating dissent as rebellion.
– The writer is Assistant Professor Pakistan Studies 

Imperial College of Business Studies Lahore
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PARIS: Iranian Nobel peace laureate Narg-
es Mohammadi’s biggest fear is dying with-
out seeing her teenaged twin children again 
after more than a decade apart, she says in 
a new memoir published on Thursday.
In the book, “A Woman Never Stops 
Fighting,” Mohammadi recalls the day in 
July 2015 when she said goodbye to Kiana 
and Ali, then aged 8 and now 19, before 
they left for Paris while their mother re-
mained in Evin prison in Tehran. “I felt 
as though a vast void had opened inside 
me,” she writes. As the children’s plane 
took off, she “knew that for their sake, 
the kids had to be taken out of Iran,” 
she says. “It wasn’t safe for them.
“But at the same time, I was a mother, and 
I was drowning. I would likely not see Ki-

ana and Ali again, at least not for a long 
time. And how could I live without seeing 
my children?” Mohammadi, 54, was re-
leased from prison on health grounds in 
May. She was also jailed during the “Wom-
an, Life, Freedom” protests in 2022, when 
she won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2023, 
during mass demonstrations this year, and 
when the US-Iran war began on Feb. 28.
When the sound of bombing echoed 
around Tehran, Mohammadi “feared that 
I might have to leave this world without 
ever seeing my children again.” She says: 
“I had promised myself that I would sur-
vive. I had to stay alive so that Kiana 
and Ali would never have to endure that 
unbearable moment — the moment of 
learning of their mother’s death.” – APP

Iran’s peace laureate Narges Mohammadi 
‘fears never seeing her children again’

She says: “I had promised myself  
that I would survive. I had to stay 
alive so that Kiana and Ali would 

never have to endure that unbearable 
moment — the moment of learning  
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attack against any one of 
the parties constitutes an 
attack against all parties,” 
according to a statement 
issued by the Saudi for-
eign ministry. The meet-
ing reviewed the progress 
achieved regarding the 
establishment of the Gen-
eral Secretariat, the com-
mittees, and the working 
groups emerging from the 
agreement, alongside the 
preparations for commenc-
ing its operations, it said. 
Islamabad, Riyadh and An-
kara also reaffirmed their 
resolve to continue working 
towards achieving sustain-
able peace and stability 
in the region, supporting 
efforts aimed at de-escala-
tion, and advancing towards 
reaching peaceful solu-
tions to the ongoing crisis, 
the Saudi ministry added. 
Meanwhile, Saudi Grand 
Mufti Sheikh Saleh bin 
Fawzan Al-Fawzan called 
on Saudi and allied forces 
to maintain unity while 
confronting Houthi attacks. 
He advised personnel to ex-
ercise patience, steadfast-
ness and perseverance in 
carrying out their mission.

‘Trump 
told Xi 

that China...
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market access for US farm-
ers and ranchers, while 
both leaders identified arti-
ficial intelligence as an area 
for cooperation. Trump 
would follow up his summit 
with Xi by taking the Chi-
nese leader to the US Na-
tional Archives, where they 
were expected to stress 
views about the history and 
direction of ties between 
their countries. A newspa-
per featuring a front page 
photo of China’s President 
Xi Jinping and US President 
Donald Trump, at a White 
House welcome ceremony, 
is seen at a news stand in 
Beijing on September 25, 
2026. —AFP Trump said 
in remarks welcoming Xi 
that they would see some 
of the greatest treasures 
of US history at the Na-
tional Archives, including 
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the US Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights. 
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The Israeli leader’s address 
to the UN General Assembly 
on Thursday, in which he de-
nounced enemies and allies 
alike, sparked uproar in the 
chamber. Dozens of envoys 
from across the world walked 
out, some jeering and booing, 
while Netanyahu’s own team 
stood and applauded, and 
the speaker of the session 
shouted for order. “The latest 
country to become a super 
spreader of antisemitic lies (is 
Turkiye),” he said. “Erdogan 
is a tyrant. He also hosts the 
Hamas terror chiefs.” Erdo-
gan has urged world leaders 
to “exert greater pressure on 
Israel” over its war in Gaza 
and called on nations to rec-
ognize Palestine as an inde-
pendent state. Anadolu quot-
ed the Turkish presidency’s 
communications director Bur-
hanettin Duran, as slamming 
Netanyahu’s allegation as “in-
compatible” with UN values.
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he told the UNGA that Paki-
stani armed forces respond-
ed with “precision” and 
repulsed the enemy’s attack 
and taught it a lesson “it shall 
never ever forget”. Speaking 
on the Indus Water Treaty, 
the prime minister said that 
water is the “lifeblood” not 
only of Pakistan but of the 
entire region, warning that 
any attempt to stop, impede 
or divert Pakistan’s share of 
river waters would be treated 
as an “act of war”. He said 
India’s unilateral decision to 
hold the existing water trea-
ty in abeyance had “no legal 
basis whatsoever”. He said 
India’s claims and actions 
had been rejected by experts 
and, more recently, by the 
Court of Arbitration. The 
prime minister maintained 
that Pakistan’s position that 
the treaty remained “valid, 
binding and fully opera-
tive” had been vindicated.

Will Trump’s threats change 
the future course of the 

International Criminal Court?
“President Trump’s call for states to withdraw from the ICC carries political 
significance but has no legal effect on their obligations under the Rome Statute,” 
the international treaty that established the court, Ekmanian told Arab News
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LONDON: The US president, Donald 
Trump, stood before world leaders at the 
UN on Tuesday and urged states that are 
members of the International Criminal 
Court to withdraw from it, escalating his 
administration’s campaign against an insti-
tution it accuses of overreach.
He described the ICC, which is based in 
The Hague, as a “rogue institution” as he 
called on its members to “officially resign” 
immediately, and said Washington would 
never allow American service members 
or their allies to face what he described as 
“show trials” before an “anti-American tri-
bunal with no jurisdiction over us.”
His remarks followed a UN fact-finding mis-
sion that concluded there were reasonable 
grounds to believe US forces had commit-
ted war crimes during strikes on Iran dur-
ing the continuing conflict between the 
countries. The mission said two strikes in 
February, including one that hit a school in 
Minab, constituted such crimes.
Trump’s comments do not alter the legal 
obligations of ICC member states, said 
Harout Ekmanian, a lawyer in New York 
who specializes in international disputes 
and public international law.
“President Trump’s call for states to with-
draw from the ICC carries political sig-
nificance but has no legal effect on their 
obligations under the Rome Statute,” the 
international treaty that established the 
court, Ekmanian told Arab News.
States retain the sovereign right to leave 

the court but must follow the Rome Stat-
ute’s withdrawal procedures and their own 
constitutional rules, he added.
Trump’s claim that the ICC had no jurisdic-
tion over the US was “legally overbroad,” 
Ekmanian said. “Although the US is not a 
party to the Rome Statute, the ICC’s juris-
diction is not exclusively dependent upon 
the accused individual’s nationality or their 
state’s consent,” he added.
Under Article 12(2) of the statute, the court 
can exercise jurisdiction over citizens of 
nonmember states when alleged crimes 
are committed on the territory of an ICC 
member state, or a state that has accepted 
the court’s jurisdiction. “Nonmembership, 
therefore, does not confer categorical immu-
nity from the ICC’s jurisdiction,” Ekmanian 
said. “It does, however, mean that the US is 
generally not subject to the Rome Statute’s 
treaty-based cooperation obligations.”
The bigger question is whether the pres-
sure from Trump, combined with the pos-
sibility of fresh US sanctions against the 
court, might weaken international political 
support for the ICC. The Trump adminis-
tration is preparing sanctions targeting the 
institution itself, according to sources cited 
by Reuters, in a move that could restrict its 
access to US financial services and other 
resources. Washington has previously sanc-
tioned ICC judges and prosecutors.
Timothy Kaldas, deputy director of the 
Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy, 
said member states should not dismiss 
the threat. “They should take very seri-
ously Trump’s threats to try to destroy 
the court,” Kaldas told Arab News. “That 

said, I think they should unite to defend 
it because the more unified the members 
are, the more pressure they can push back 
on the US to try to protect the court from 
US actions.” European officials have ex-
pressed concern. The EU’s foreign policy 
chief, Kaja Kallas, said the ICC was un-
der “immense pressure” and warned that 
this pressure on the court and its judges 
raised questions about commitments to 
the international legal order.
The Netherlands called on the EU to 
invoke its Blocking Statute, which is de-
signed to protect European businesses 
and individuals from the effects of certain 
extraterritorial sanctions. But Kaldas 
said this measure alone might not protect 
European banks that have significant ex-
posure to the US financial system.
“I think that the EU, in order to defend 
the ICC, would have to probably confront 
the United States,” he said. “The blocking 
statute alone … isn’t guaranteed to protect 
European banks that could be implicated in 
US sanctions on the ICC.”
Ekmanian said the EU could update the 
Blocking Statute to prohibit European 
firms from complying with ICC-related US 
sanctions and allow them to seek damages. 
It could also develop payment channels 
less dependent on the dollar. But such 
measures would still not fully protect trans-
actions involving US dollars, US banks or 
US individuals. Financial institutions with 
major US exposure could still face conflict-
ing legal requirements. “History suggests 
many would de-risk regardless, as they 
did with Iran after 2018,” Ekmanian said. 

“Full protection would require either a US 
license or arrangements that stay entirely 
outside US jurisdiction.”
Even if countries heeded Trump’s call and 
began withdrawal proceedings, leaving the 
ICC would not erase obligations arising from 
the time when they were members, Ekma-
nian said. “Crucially, withdrawal does not 
operate retroactively,” he said. “It neither 
extinguishes the court’s jurisdiction over 
crimes committed while the state was bound 
by the statute, nor terminates investigations 
and proceedings already under considera-
tion.” Recent withdrawals have nevertheless 
added to concerns about the future of the 
court. Venezuela and Chad began withdraw-
al procedures in July, a month after similar 
moves by Burkina Faso, Burundi, Mali and 
Niger. The ICC’s Assembly of States Parties 
has warned that such withdrawals risk weak-
ening international efforts to end impunity.
Kenneth Roth, former executive direc-
tor of Human Rights Watch, said Trump’s 
campaign against the court was aimed at 
shielding US and Israeli officials from ac-
countability for their actions. “Trump’s at-
tacks on the International Criminal Court 
reflect an effort to make the world safe for 
war criminals, if they are American or Is-
raeli,” he told Arab News. “It will fail.” The 
next major test could be the selection of 
the ICC’s next chief prosecutor, Roth said. 
The Trump administration could seek to 
influence the process in an attempt to en-
sure a prosecutor is chosen who is more re-
ceptive to its views on accountability. “It is 
essential that ICC member states not bow 
to Trump’s quest for impunity,” Roth said.

US and 
Iran discuss 

phased 
peace deal

From Page 01
durable enough for both 
sides to trust, the sourc-
es said. Trump has said 
he thinks the US and Iran 
could reach a deal after mid-
term elections to Congress 
on November 3. A senior 
European official said the 
Iranians “have a very long 
list of demands.” A White 
House official said that 
while “Iran is desperate 
for a deal, President Trump 
holds all the cards and will 
make whatever decision is 
best for the United States.” 
Trump, he said, remained 
“open to talking with Iran 
under the right circum-
stances” but had no need to 
negotiate, and the US was 
in a “very strong position” 
with control of the Strait 
of Hormuz and an Iranian 
economy that was “col-
lapsing.” The official said 
“crushing sanctions” and 
“one of the most successful 
blockades in history” have 
crippled Iran’s economy 
and left Iran completely 
broke. Trump was content 
to let the “inevitable Irani-
an collapse” play out rather 
than be “played” by Tehran, 
the official said. Former 
US negotiator Dennis Ross 
said he saw only a 30% 
chance of an agreement 
being reached before the 
vote, but that both sides 
may have stronger reasons 
to make a deal before than 
after the midterms. “The 
blockade is what’s really 
squeezing the Iranians. It’s 
strangling them,” Ross said.

PTI 
decides to 

‘postpone’...
From Page 01

He maintained that a de-
cision regarding the long 
march could be taken if 
the federal government 
agreed to hold talks with 
the PTI. Yousafzai said his 
party’s planned long march 
would remain peaceful and 
no government resources 
would be used during the 
protest scheduled for Sep-
tember 27. The PTI leader 
also alleged that the federal 
government had violated a 
court decision by blocking 
roads with containers. The 
development came hours 
after KP Governor Faisal 
Karim Kundi said that con-
sultations had been held 
over imposing governor’s 
rule in the province, as 
opposition party stepped 
up preparations for its 
nationwide protest and Is-
lamabad march. Talking to 
media in Peshawar, Kundi 
said that there was a pos-
sibility of governor’s rule 
in the province and that 
the Constitution provided 
for such a measure. “Con-
sultations have taken place 
for governor’s rule in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa,” he said.

Court wants 
Imaan to be 
presented...

From Page 01
“I am fixing the case for 
tomorrow. Both should be 
produced through video 
link,” he remarked. Last 
week, Mazari and her hus-
band were arrested and 
sent back to Adiala jail on 
judicial remand by an ATC, 
hours after the Supreme 
Court had suspended their 
sentences and granted 
them bail in a separate 
case. Islamabad police 
sources said the couple 
was arrested in connection 
with a case which includes 
charges of anti-state nar-
rative, incitement and in-
terference in government 
affairs. On the same day, 
the Supreme Court had 
suspended the couple’s 
sentences in a case relat-
ed to controversial tweets 
and granted them bail 
against surety bonds worth 
Rs200,000 each, until the 
final decision on the case 
pending before the Islam-
abad High Court. In Janu-
ary, a district and sessions 
court in Islamabad had sen-
tenced Mazari and Chattha 
to 17 years in prison each 
under different sections 
of the Prevention of Elec-
tronic Crimes Act, just a 
day after their arrest in 
another case. The couple 
subsequently moved the 
IHC against the sentence 
in early February. The 
couple had originally been 
booked by the National 
Cyber Crime Investigation 
Agency under Sections 9, 
10, 11 and 26 of Peca, with 
an FIR alleging they had 
attempted to incite divi-
sions on linguistic grounds 
through social media posts.

Allies unite behind 
Saudi Arabia as Houthis 

step up attacks
RIYADH/CAIRO: Saudi Arabia, Turkiye and Pakistan will 
hold an urgent, high-level meeting under a joint defense 
pact to discuss ways to support the Kingdom amid attacks 
by Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthis, while Tehran sought to 
distance itself from the rapid advance of its Houthi allies.
The Houthis have launched strikes on the UN-recognized 
government in Yemen and repeatedly fired into Saudi Ara-
bia, disrupting oil flows from the world’s largest energy ex-
porter, as part of a wider Middle East war that began with 
US and Israeli strikes on Iran in February.
The Houthis said they had fired dozens of missiles and 
drones at Saudi targets on Thursday, while authorities in 
Saudi Arabia said they had intercepted six ballistic missiles 
fired by the Houthis. Saudi Arabia earlier issued emergen-
cy alerts for areas including the holy city of Makkah, Jeddah 
and Yanbu, the main Saudi Red Sea oil port. Saudi Arabia’s 
top religious authority called on soldiers in the Kingdom 
to be ready to lay down their lives to fight the Houthis un-
til the group is ousted from power, a statement posted by 
the Saudi state news agency said. Amid the fighting, the 
Saudi, Pakistani and Turkish foreign ministers met within 
the framework of the Makkah Joint Defense Agreement, 
according to a Saudi Foreign Ministry statement. – APP

Sri Lanka beat 
England by 16 runs 
LEEDS: England: Kusal 
Mendis hit 121 and Dunith 
Wellalage took three top-or-
der wickets as Sri Lanka 
beat England by 16 runs in 
the second ODI on Thurs-
day to finally claim a win on 
their white-ball cricket tour.
The series will go to a de-
cider at The Oval on Sunday 
— and England will likely 
be without star batter Jos 
Buttler, who injured his left 
hamstring midway through 
his team’s unsuccessful 
chase of 322. Buttler had to 
leave the field when 67 not 
out and with England going 
well on 254-4 in the 38th 
over, and it proved a momen-
tum-swinger at Headingley. 
The hosts, who at one stage 

needed 63 off the last 10 
overs, were restricted to 305-
9. Buttler hobbled back out 
into the middle for the final 
overs but was eventually dis-
missed for 69. Mendis, the 
Sri Lanka captain, won the 
toss under a sunny sky and hit 
14 fours and three sixes in his 
seventh ODI century, helping 
the tourists post 321-6.
He put on a 137-run partner-
ship for the second wicket 
with opener Kamindu Mendis 
(54), while Pavan Rathnayake 
added 48 off 39 balls in the 
middle order. Wellalage (3-49) 
took wickets in consecutive 
overs to remove openers Ben 
Duckett (67), Tom Banton 
(73) and Harry Brook (1) and 
leave England on 157-3. – APP

Pakistan secure 3-0 victory 
against China at Asian Games
Green Shirts mark third consecutive 

win in men’s field hockey competition 
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Hockey team secured a 3-0 vic-
tory against China in the Pool B match of the 2026 Asian 
Games men’s hockey competition, with Captain Abubakar 
Mehmood, Hannan Shahid, and Sufyan each contributing a 
goal to seal the win. The recently concluded fixture got off to a 
quiet start as neither team could open the scoring in the first 
quarter. Pakistan eventually pulled ahead at the 19th-minute 
mark when skipper Mahmood successfully converted a pen-
alty corner. Sufyan doubled the Green Shirts’ advantage five 
minutes later, scoring in a similar fashion. Shahid further bol-
stered Pakistan’s dominance in the pulsating second quarter 
by scoring a sensational field goal in the 28th minute. The 
triple strike helped Pakistan go into halftime with a three-goal 
lead in their favour, and although Zikriya Hayat was shown a 
green card in the penultimate quarter, they managed to hold 
on to their advantage until the final whistle as China could 
not score a single goal. The 3-0 victory marked Pakistan’s 
third consecutive win in the men’s field hockey competition 
at the Asian Games. The national team started their campaign 
with a 9-0 routing of Thailand before inflicting a 5-1 defeat on 
Uzbekistan in their subsequent league-stage fixture. – APP

FIFA President backs Mohsin Gilani’s 
vision for Pakistan football

 
Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: FIFA President Gianni Infantino has pledged 
FIFA’s support for Pakistan Football Federation President 
Syed Mohsen Gilani’s vision to transform and develop football 
in Pakistan, with a strong focus on youth and grassroots devel-
opment. In a significant meeting at New York, Infantino sat 
down with Gilani to discuss the future of football in Pakistan 
and ways FIFA and the PFF can further collaborate to provide 
the country’s youth with greater opportunities to play and 
experience the game. Infantino described Gilani’s vision for 
Pakistan football as impressive and was briefed on the PFF’s 
ongoing development projects and initiatives. He assured the 
PFF president of FIFA’s continued support for his football 
development plans, while appreciating the efforts of Gilani 
and his dedicated team. Gilani thanked Infantino and FIFA 
for their confidence and support, saying the backing of world 
football’s governing body would further strengthen the PFF’s 
efforts to develop the sport across Pakistan. He said his vision 
is to build a strong, inclusive and sustainable football struc-
ture, with particular emphasis on grassroots programmes, 
youth development, talent identification and creating inter-
national opportunities for young Pakistani players. – DNA
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Briefs
North Kivu 
province 
becomes 
new Ebola 

hotspot
BUTEMBO, DR Congo: 
A ll 29 beds were full this 
week at the Kitatumba 
Ebola treatment center in 
Congos North Kivu prov-
ince, where surging cases 
have overwhelmed health 
facilities even as the deadly 
virus shows signs of easing 
elsewhere.
In one room, a critically ill 
patient lay on oxygen sup-
port, crying out as medical 
staff in masks, gloves and 
plastic aprons rushed past 
him at the center in Butem-
bo, a city of 2 million people 
“Over the past two weeks, 
we’ve seen a very sharp 
increase,” said Stephanie 
Hoffmann, project coordi-
nator for the international 
medical charity Medecins 
Sans Frontieres (MSF) in 
the city. “There are some-
times patients who know 
they have Ebola but cannot 
find a bed.” City authorities 
announced the opening of 
two new treatment centers 
this week to deal with the 
demand, bringing the total 
to four. But some patients 
arrive so unwell, there is 
nothing doctors can do, 
said Hoffmann, speaking 
at the Kitatumba center. 
She described the case of a 
10-year-old boy who died in 
triage before doctors could 
admit him to the facility on 
Tuesday.
The scenes underscore 
the difficulty of contain-
ing Ebola across a stretch 
of eastern Congo that is 
bigger than France – one 
where medical resources 
are stretched thin.
Researchers believe the 
rare Bundibugyo species 
of the virus was spreading 
for months before the first 
cases were confirmed in 
Ituri, a province that neigh-
bors North Kivu, in May. 
Aid cuts, surveillance sys-
tem gaps and the absence 
of approved vaccines and 
treatments hampered the 
response, along with armed 
conflict in the region.
As of Tuesday, Congo had 
confirmed 7,820 cases and 
3,779 deaths, according to 
government data.
While Ituri remains the 
worst-affected province, 
North Kivu’s share of new 
infections increased sharply 
this month, the data shows. 
The province now accounts 
for around a third of new-
ly confirmed cases and 
deaths, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) said in 
a report on Sunday.
Last week, South Ubangi 
became the seventh prov-
ince affected, another sign 
of what WHO described as 
a “pronounced geographic 
redistribution of transmis-
sion.”—APP

Pope arrives 
in France on 
first official 
visit in 18 

years
PARIS: Pope Leo XIV ar-
rived in France on Friday 
for the Vatican’s first offi-
cial visit to the European 
nation in 18 years, with arti-
ficial intelligence, young be-
lievers and the continent’s 
future near the top of his 
agenda. Church bells rang 
around the nation when 
the first US pontiff, whose 
paternal grandmother was 
born in France, landed out-
side Paris just before 10:00 
am (0800 GMT) for a four-
day trip.
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron and his wife Brigitte 
greeted the 71-year-old 
pope at the airport, where a 
red carpet was rolled out on 
the tarmac, as he marked 
the first official trip by a 
head of the Vatican since 
Pope Benedict XVI in Sep-
tember 2008.
“I’m travelling to France, as 
to anywhere else in the world, 
as a follower of Jesus Christ 
wanting to proclaim peace, 
the peace of Christ through-
out the world,” Pope Leo told 
reporters on the plane He said 
this message was “particular-
ly important” at the current 
time. A million people are ex-
pected at events across Paris 
during the first two days of his 
trip. The high point of the ap-
ostolic journey will be a giant 
mass on Saturday, led by the 
pontiff at Place de la Concorde 
and adjoining Champs-Ely-
sees. Pope Leo will also visit 
Lourdes, a pilgrimage site 
for Christians worldwide, 
and Metz, near the Ger-
man border and closely as-
sociated with Robert Schu-
man, one of the founding 
fathers of what is now the 
European Union.—APP

Pakistan 
participates 

in cooking 
competition 
in Shanghai

SHANGHAI:At the 48th 
WorldSkills Competition in 
Shanghai, the world’s larg-
est and most influential vo-
cational skills competition, 
Pakistan’s cooking com-
petitor Mohid Mehboob is 
showcasing more than cu-
linary skills - he is sharing 
the flavors and traditions 
of his country. “Pakistan is 
participating for the first 
time in WorldSkills,” Mohid 
said, noting that the team is 
competing in cooking, elec-
trical installation and graph-
ic design. 
For the cooking part, he 
said they had spent six 
months preparing, with 
continuous training and 
guidance from German ex-
perts. “So we are very well 
prepared,” he told China 
Economic Net (CEN). For 
Mohid, one of the best 
ways to introduce Pakistan 
to the world is through its 
spices. “The spice will be 
like garam masala,” he said, 
describing the aromatic and 
spicy blend as somewhat 
similar to Chinese five-
spice. “We use it in almost 
every dish, from karahi to 
biryani.” 
Maintaining a national 
identity while meeting in-
ternational standards can 
be challenging, Mohid ac-
knowledged. But distinc-
tive spices offer a way to 
preserve that identity. “We 
use spices that are very 
rare, just as Chinese people 
do,” he said. He also spoke 
warmly of his experience in 
China, praising the coun-
try’s cuisine and describing 
Shanghai as a very modern 
city with excellent infra-
structure and impressive 
cars. As a student at the 
College of Tourism & Hotel 
Management (COTHM), 
Mohid also expressed hope 
that the close friendship be-
tween China and Pakistan 
would lead to stronger co-
operation in technical and 
vocational education and 
training (TVET).
According to Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme, a new China-Paki-
stan TVET initiative signed 
in January 2026 will train 
more than 50,000 Pakistani 
young people and develop 
around 2,000 master train-
ers over five years.—APP 

PSO reports 
profit of over 

Rs 15b 
KARACHI: Pakistan State 
Oil (PSO) has announced 
its financial results for the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 
2026. During the fiscal 
year, PSO recorded a prof-
it after tax of Rs15.07 bil-
lion, resulting in earnings 
per share (EPS) of Rs32.1. 
The company’s gross profit 
increased to Rs99.9 billion, 
compared with Rs96.7 bil-
lion in the previous fiscal 
year. The Group’s finan-
cial performance also im-
proved, with consolidated 
profit after tax reaching 
Rs25.49 billion, while con-
solidated revenue stood at 
Rs3.42 trillion.
Excluding LNG, gross prof-
it from the core business 
increased by 20.5 percent, 
rising from Rs67.9 billion to 
Rs81.9 billion.
PSO Chief Executive Of-
ficer Javed Ahmed Cheema 
said that fiscal year 2026 
was a challenging year for 
the company and expressed 
pride in PSO’s ability to 
successfully navigate the 
situation. He said that fuel 
supplies across Pakistan 
were not disrupted for even 
a single day and that opera-
tions were carried out safely.
Despite a Rs10.7 billion fluc-
tuation in the LNG segment, 
the core business continued 
to grow, enabling PSO to 
emerge as a stronger, more 
balanced and more resilient 
company compared with the 
previous year.
The company also main-
tained a strong focus on 
financial discipline and 
working capital manage-
ment. Trade receivables de-
clined from Rs437.5 billion 
to Rs414.8 billion, while 
receivables from SNGPL 
alone decreased by Rs34.3 
billion. These measures, 
combined with lower dis-
count rates, resulted in a 
24 percent reduction in 
finance costs. PSO main-
tained its leading position 
in the white oil market 
with a 42.7 percent mar-
ket share, while further 
strengthening its posi-
tion as Pakistan’s leading 
aviation fuel supplier, 
with a 99 percent market 
share. During the year, 
the company also gener-
ated more than $360 mil-
lion in foreign exchange 
by supplying fuel to inter-
national flights.—APP

PM lauds Ismaili community’s 
contributions to Pak’s uplift

The Aga Khan reaffirmed his commitment to further strengthening the longstanding partnership be-
tween Pakistan and AKDN. He also expressed his desire to continue and expand cooperation in various 
human development initiatives, particularly in healthcare, education, climate resilience and sustainable 

socioeconomic development, for the benefit of the people of Pakistan

DNA
 
 New York: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
met with Prince Rahim Aga 
Khan V on the sidelines of the 
81st United Nations Gener-
al Assembly session, in New 
York. The Prime Minister 
warmly welcomed His High-
ness and fondly recalled their 
meeting during the Aga Khan’s 
visit to Pakistan earlier this 
year. He expressed deep ap-
preciation for His Highness’s 
commitment to sustaining the 
longstanding friendly and pos-
itive relations with Pakistan 
and reaffirmed the desire to 
continue working closely with 
him towards achieving the 
shared objectives of peace, sta-
bility and development. 
The Prime Minister particu-
larly appreciated the Ismaili 
community’s longstanding 
contributions to the Pakistan’s 
socioeconomic development, 
particularly its tradition of civ-
ic engagement and service to 
society.

The Prime Minister also ap-
preciated the valuable con-

tributions of AKDN-affiliated 
institutions towards financial 

inclusion, tourism promotion, 
cultural preservation and 

community-led economic em-
powerment. He underscored 
the need to fully harness the 
potential for further collabora-
tion in these areas,  so as to 
advance sustainable and inclu-
sive development in Pakistan.
His Highness Prince Rahim 
Aga Khan appreciated the 
Prime Minister’s warm senti-
ments and lauded his efforts 
for regional peace and stabili-
ty, at a crucial time when the 
entire region was engulfed by 
war. The Aga Khan reaffirmed 
his commitment to further 
strengthening the longstand-
ing partnership between Pa-
kistan and AKDN. He also ex-
pressed his desire to continue 
and expand cooperation in 
various human development 
initiatives, particularly in 
healthcare, education, climate 
resilience and sustainable so-
cioeconomic development, 
for the benef it of the people 
of Pakistan. The Prime Min-
ister invited His Highness to 
undertake regular visits to 
Pakistan to further deepen 
the bonds of friends

07

Prefabricated homes 
arrive in south Lebanon 

The army began deploying in Zawtar al-Gharbiyeh end of 
July after Israeli forces withdrew from the area, marking 
the first test of a US-brokered plan agreed by Lebanon and 
Israel in direct talks. The plan foresees the Lebanese army 
confiscating weapons from Hezbollah ⁠ in designated areas 
and Israeli troops withdrawing in phases so that Lebanese 
troops can deploy. Zawtar al-Gharbiyeh is one of several 
towns or villages covered by the initial pilot program.
On Tuesday, the Council for the South began handing over 
the first batch of prefabricated homes to property owners 
whose plots had been cleared of rubble and prepared to 
receive the units. This comes in coordination with the Mil-
itary Coordination Group for Lebanon.= On September 
9, authorities announced that around 70 percent of the 
town’s residents had been able to return to inspect their 
properties, while only 16 percent, estimated at about 60 
families out of 450, had been able to resettle. Officials 
estimated that 85 percent of homes had been completely 
destroyed and 15 percent partially damaged. A source at 
the Higher Relief Commission told Asharq Al-Awsat that 
the prefabricated homes in Zawtar are part of a broad-
er effort to support residents’ return and that solutions 
will vary according to the extent of destruction and local 
needs. “We are now in the first phase, and while solu-
tions in the villages covered by this stage may be similar 
or serve as models, they will not be identical because the 
scale of destruction differs from one area to another. The 
farther south we go, the more widespread the devastation 

becomes, making it impossible to apply a single solution 
to every town.” The source explained that the response 
would rely on “a combination of solutions,” with prefabri-
cated homes being one of them, adding that efforts are un-
derway to secure available units locally as well as additional 
supplies from donors or foreign sources.
“We had the option of obtaining as many prefabricated 
homes as the local market could provide, while arranging 
for additional quantities from donor countries and external 
sources, allowing us to prepare for the first phase. In 
later stages, the need will certainly be greater.”
The source noted that Lebanese officials had explored 
opportunities for aid and grants during overseas visits, 
including to Türkiye, saying: “The cost of a prefabricat-
ed home in the local market is not cheap. We know this 
type of housing is only part of the solution, so we must 
secure it either through available resources or through 
grants and assistance.” He added that while prefab-
ricated homes may currently be a key solution in 
Zawtar, demand for them could be even greater in 
other areas during later phases. “Unfortunately, 
our capabilities do not allow us to provide enough 
prefabricated homes for everyone in need. We are 
talking about roughly 300,000 housing units that 
are either completely destroyed or damaged to a 
degree that makes them uninhabitable. This is an 
enormous number. Therefore, prefabricated hous-
ing is one solution, not the only one.—Agencies 

Over 55,000 
Sudanese refugees 
fled to east Chad 

this year
GENEVA: More than 55,000 Sudanese refugees have 
crossed into eastern Chad since the start of the year, the 
United Nations said Friday, warning that the displacement 
was accelerating even as aid funding falls far short.
The war between Sudan’s regular army and the paramil-
itary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) that erupted in April 
2023 has killed more than 200,000 people, aid workers 
estimate, and has created the world’s largest hunger and 
displacement crisis. Currently, some 11.3 million people 
remain forcibly displaced due to the conflict, including 6.4 
million people inside the country and 3.5 million who have 
fled across borders as refugees, UN figures show.
Among them are nearly one million who have crossed into 
Chad, the UNHCR refugee agency said Friday, cautioning 
that continued fighting and worsening insecurity in parts 
of Sudan was now forcing more families to seek safety 
across the border. “More than 55,000 Sudanese refugees 
have fled to eastern Chad so far this year,” Mamadou Dian 
Balde, the UN’s regional refugee coordinator for the Sudan 
situation, told reporters in Geneva. And Balde, who also 
heads the UNHCR’s eastern and southern Africa opera-
tions, warned that “over the past week, the pace of arrivals 
has accelerated sharply”. He said “more than 400 people a 
day were now crossing the border areas of Adre and Tine 
in eastern Chad -- “around 20 times the daily rate seen over 
the previous few months”.
The situation was particularly dire in the Darfur states, as 
well as in Kordofan and Blue Nile states, he said, with fight-
ing, including airstrikes and drone attacks, forcing more 
people to flee and complicating humanitarian access. At 
the same time, Balde cautioned that “humanitarian sup-
port is not keeping pace with needs”.
UNHCR says it so far has received only 18 percent of the 
$1.6 billion required this year to respond to regional refu-
gee needs linked to the Sudan crisis.
In Chad, Balde said more than 190,000 refugees remained 
in difficult conditions in border areas, with most refugees 
now surviving on less than half the minimum amount of 
water needed daily The transit centre in Tine, for instance, 
was already hosting more than 4,300 people amid “urgent 
needs for shelter, water, sanitation and protection servic-
es”, he said. UNHCR warned that the declining support 
risked pushing refugees to move on in search of safety, le-
gal status and a viable future.
“What people are going to do is to vote with their feet, and 
this is what we are starting to see in relation to Europe, but 
also in relation to other routes,” Balde said.—APP

New York:  Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif met with Prince Rahim Aga 
Khan V on the sidelines of the 81st United Nations General Assembly session.

Iran’s peace laureate 
Narges ‘fears never 

seeing her kids again’
PARIS: Iranian Nobel 
peace laureate Narges Mo-
hammadi’s biggest fear is 
dying without seeing her 
teenaged twin children 
again after more than a 
decade apart, she says in a 
new memoir published on 
Thursday.
 In the book, “A Woman 
Never Stops Fighting,” Mo-
hammadi recalls the day in 

July 2015 when she said 
goodbye to Kiana and Ali, 
then aged 8 and now 19, be-
fore they left for Paris while 
their mother remained in 
Evin prison in Tehran. “I 
felt as though a vast void 
had opened inside me,” she 
writes. As the children’s 
plane took off, she “knew 
that for their sake, the 
kids had to be taken out of 

Iran,” she says. “It wasn’t 
safe for them. “But at the 
same time, I was a moth-
er, and I was drowning. I 
would likely not see Kiana 
and Ali again, at least not 
for a long time. And how 
could I live without seeing 
my children?”  Mohamma-
di, 54, was released from 
prison on health grounds 
in May. She was also jailed 

during the “Woman, Life, 
Freedom” protests in 2022, 
when she won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2023, during 
mass demonstrations this 
year, and when the US-Iran 
war began on Feb. 28.
When the sound of bomb-
ing echoed around Tehran, 
Mohammadi “feared that 
I might have to leave this 
world without ever seeing 
my children again.”
She says: “I had promised 
myself that I would survive. 
I had to stay alive so that 
Kiana and Ali would never 
have to endure that unbear-
able moment — the moment 
of learning of their moth-
er’s death.”—Agencies 

MINSK: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani witnessing various units during his recent visit to Belarus. Pakistan is keen on technical 
cooperation with Belarus. – DNA
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LHC seeks Punjab home 
secretary’s reply on plea 

against Aleema’s detention
Justice Abher Gul Khan has been holding hearings 

on the petition. In the previous hearing, Justice Abher 
had sought arguments on the plea’s maintainability

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC) 
on Friday sought a reply from the Punjab 
home secretary on a petition challenging 
the detention of PTI founder Imran Khan’s 
sister, Aleema Khan, under the Mainte-
nance of Public Order (MPO) Ordinance.
Aleema was detained by authorities on 
Sept 20, after the office of Lahore’s dep-
uty commissioner (DC) ordered her de-
tention or arrest for 30 days. The DC’s 
order cited a letter by the Lahore capi-
tal city police officer, which referred to 
police reports that Aleema and Ameer 
“are prejudicial to the public safety and 
maintenance of public order”.
Justice Abher Gul Khan has been holding 
hearings on the petition. In the previous 
hearing, Justice Abher had sought arguments 
on the plea’s maintainability. As the hearing 
resumed on Friday, a Punjab government law 
officer asked the court to dispose of the peti-
tion, arguing that the home secretary had al-
ready fixed a hearing to review the detention 

order issued by the Lahore DC on Sept 28.
The judge, however, issued a notice to 
the home secretary for submission of a 
reply to the petition. Barrister Taimur 
Malik submitted that his client, Aleema, 
was facing difficulties in receiving her 
medicines and other essentials in jail. 
The judge directed the counsel to file a 
separate application on this issue.
Aleema’s detention took place amid re-
ports of a crackdown on the PTI ahead 
of its September 27 countrywide protest 
and march to Islamabad, which the par-
ty has called to demand Imran’s release 
from jail and mobilise people for the 
supremacy of the Constitution. Shah-
raiz Khan, Aleema’s son, filed a petition 
through Advocate Rana Mudassar Umar, 
challenging the detention orders issued by 
the Lahore DC against his mother and two 
aunts. Following Aleema’s detention, her 
two sisters, Dr Uzma Khan and Noreen Ni-
azi, were also detained under MPO. – DNA

Pak refineries sign long-awaited 
$6bn modernisation agreements
Projects aimed at modernising country’s ageing 
refining sector, producing cleaner Euro-V fuels

News Desk

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan’s major oil refineries signed 
long-awaited upgradation agreements on Thursday, paving 
the way for nearly $6 billion in investment to modernise the 
country’s ageing refining sector and produce cleaner Eu-
ro-V fuels. Attock Refinery Limited (ARL), National Refin-
ery Limited (NRL), Cnergyico Pakistan Limited (CPL) and 
Pakistan Refinery Limited (PRL) signed the agreements, 
while Pakistan’s largest refinery, Parco, is expected to 
sign soon. The projects are expected to significantly 
reduce furnace oil production, replace imported petro-
leum products with locally refined fuels and strengthen 
Pakistan’s ability to meet domestic energy needs.
The industry estimates that the refinery upgrades could 
save the country about $1.5 billion annually in foreign ex-
change by reducing petroleum product imports.
For refinery executives who have been involved in the in-
itiative since its early stages, the signing marks the cul-
mination of nearly seven years of policy development and 

delays. “The journey began with the first draft of the Re-
fining Policy in December 2019, followed by its approval 
in August 2023 and subsequent amendments before finally 
reaching implementation today — almost seven years lat-
er,” said Adil Khattak, CEO of ARL and chairman of the 
Energy Committee of the Overseas Investors Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. Khattak said the recent geo-
political developments had reinforced the importance of 
domestic refining capacity as a strategic national asset 
rather than simply a commercial enterprise.
He credited Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Ma-
lik, the Petroleum Division and other government institutions 
with helping remove the remaining hurdles and move the 
policy toward implementation. “Reaching today’s milestone 
deserves recognition and celebration. It would not have been 
possible without the passionate, persistent and resilient lead-
ership of Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik, 
his team in the Petroleum Division and the support of other 
relevant government institutions. Their efforts in resolving 
the remaining impediments have been instrumental in trans-
lating a long-pending policy into implementation,” he said.

Briefs
Delegates 

boycott 
Israeli PM 

speech
NEW YORK: Dozens of del-
egates walked out of the 
UN General Assembly hall 
on Thursday as hundreds of 
protesters gathered outside 
the building while Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu defended Tel 
Aviv’s actions amid growing 
international isolation, with 
elections looming that could 
threaten his political future.
The walkout underscored 
the competing pressures 
facing Netanyahu, who is 
battling mounting criticism 
abroad over the Gaza con-
flict while campaigning for 
re-election at home ahead 
of an October 27 vote.
On Thursday, Netanyahu 
delivered a combative ad-
dress inside the General 
Assembly, where dozens of 
delegations walked out as 
he began speaking. The de-
parting diplomats left large 
sections of the hall empty, 
creating a striking contrast 
with Netanyahu’s attempt 
to use the podium to pres-
ent Israel’s case before the 
international community.
Netanyahu responded by ac-
cusing his critics of hypocri-
sy and calling them “moral 
cowards.” He rejected alle-
gations that Israel had com-
mitted genocide in Gaza, 
saying Israel had prevent-
ed rather than committed 
genocide. He defended the 
country’s military actions 
in Gaza and elsewhere in 
the region. – APP

‘Change your 
course,’ Dutch 

minister 
tells Israel 

NEW YORK: The Nether-
lands, long one of Israel’s 
closest allies in Europe, is 
building an international 
coalition to medically evac-
uate at least 1,000 sick and 
injured children from Gaza 
as its relationship with the 
Israeli government reach-
es a low point over the 
war, the Dutch minister for 
foreign trade and develop-
ment cooperation told.
Speaking on the sidelines 
of the 81st UN General As-
sembly in New York, Sjoerd 
Sjoerdsma said the scale of 
suffering among Gaza’s chil-
dren left his government 
with no choice but to act.
“The amount of children in 
Gaza who are injured or sick 
is staggering and it’s inhu-
mane,” he added. “It’s unac-
ceptable that aid isn’t reach-
ing these children. That’s 
why we must bring those 
children to their treatment.” 
He struck the same note at a 
“Call to Action for Palestini-
an Children” hosted by the 
EU, Belgium and Jordan 
on Wednesday, where he 
condemned Israel’s restric-
tions on aid. “We should 
call it as it is, it’s a dis-
grace,” he told delegates.
The Dutch cabinet has 
announced a €12 million 
($13.6 million) package 
for urgent medical care for 
sick children from Gaza, 
including the evacuation 
of 250 seriously ill and in-
jured children to Jordan 
for treatment. The Neth-
erlands will work with the 
World Health Organization, 
and its €6 million share will 
fund the evacuations under 
an initiative launched by 
Jordan’s King Abdullah II 
in early 2025 to treat 2,000 
children from Gaza. – APP

Mediterranean 
migration 

crisis takes 
center stage 

Toronto: Even two dec-
ades working on migration 
issues did not prepare direc-
tor Sine Plambech for the 
gut-wrenching scenes of hu-
man misery she encountered 
in her new documentary 
“Rescue.” The film traces the 
work of men and women who 
patrol the Mediterranean Sea 
helping the often-desperate 
people they find there who 
are fleeing economic and 
political chaos and trying to 
make their way to Europe.
In one scene, cameras 
capture an operation by 
the NGO Doctors Without 
Borders (Medecins Sans 
Frontieres) as they try to 
help a group in a stricken 
little boat. What unfolds is 
a tense sequence that ends 
with the separation of a 
Yemeni family: a man is tak-
en aboard by the activists 
while weeping and scream-
ing for his family, who had 
been abducted by armed 
men just minutes earlier, 
right in front of the cameras.
The story deeply affected 
Danish filmmaker Plam-
bech, whose documentary 
premiered at the Toronto 
International Film Festival 
and has its European pre-
miere Friday at the Zurich 
Film Festival. – APP

Israeli army 
says two 

soldiers killed
News Desk

Jerusalem: Israel’s army 
said Friday that two reserve 
soldiers were killed in Gaza, 
with a military source telling 
AFP they died in an explo-
sion of an Israeli army drone. 
“The IDF drone crashed at 
a military post in the Gaza 
Strip but did not explode. 
The soldiers approached 
the drone, which exploded 
moments later,” the official 
said. “The incident is under 
review,” the source added.
The army identified the sol-
diers as Nadav Kali, aged 
24, and Ofek Moalem, 23, 
from its 7007th Battalion, 
16th Brigade. The deaths 
bring the number of Israe-
li soldiers killed in Gaza to 
970 since the start of the 
war, which was launched 
in response to the Hamas 
attacks against Israel on 
October 7, 2023 that killed 
more than 1,200 people. Of 
the 970 soldiers killed, sev-
en have died since the start 
of a ceasefire last year. The 
war waged by Israel in Gaza 
has left nearly 74,000 dead, 
according to the territo-
ry’s health ministry– APP

PM invites businessmen 
to invest in Pakistan

Ms. Esperanza Jelalian, President USPBC thanked the Prime Minister for his continued 
engagement with the U.S. enterprises and briefed the Prime Minister regarding plans of 
the US Chamber of Commerce to promote investment opportunities offered by Pakistan

DNA

NEW YORK: Joint Delegation of US-Paki-
stan Business Council (USPBC) and Busi-
ness Council of International Understand-
ing (BCIU) Call on the Prime Minister
A joint delegation of the US-Pakistan Busi-
ness Council (USPBC) and Business Coun-
cil of International Understanding (BCIU) 

called on the Prime Minister today, on the 
sidelines of the 81st Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly in New York. 
While talking to the American corporate 
leaders, the Prime Minister appreciated the 
longstanding and productive partnership of 
the U.S. corporate sector with Pakistan.
The Prime Minister highlighted investment 
opportunities for U.S. investors in key sec-
tors of Pakistan’s economy, particularly 

manufacturing, agriculture, IT, AI, mines 
& minerals etc. He said that it was his 
Government’s top priority to create a busi-
ness-friendly environment in the country.
The meeting was attended by senior rep-
resentatives of U.S. companies doing 
business with Pakistan including Boeing, 
Abbott, PepsiCo, Coca-Cola, Resecurity, 
Mastercard, Nvidia, ETS Capital, TRG In-
ternational, Archer Daniels Midland Com-

pany, Northshore Medical Lab, Reckitt, 
Visa, and Excelerate Energy.
Ms. Esperanza Jelalian, President USPBC 
thanked the Prime Minister for his contin-
ued engagement with the U.S. enterprises 
and briefed the Prime Minister regarding 
plans of the US Chamber of Commerce to 
promote investment opportunities offered 
by Pakistan. Mr. Peter Tichansky, Presi-
dent BCIU highlighted the interest of the 
BCIU member companies in scaling up ex-
isting investments and exploring new part-
nership avenues. Both USPBC and BCIU 
assured the Prime Minister that they will 
continue to remain closely engaged with 
the Government and the private sector of 
Pakistan to enhance cooperation.
He recognized Pakistan as an important 
destination for US businesses in view of its 
market size and youthful human resource.
In their respective remarks, the USPBC and 
BCIU members briefed the Prime Minister 
on their business interests in Pakistan and 
their plans to enhance their presence in the 
country. The Prime Minister was assisted by 
Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister, 
Minister for Finance & Revenue, Minister 
for Defence, SAPM Tariq Fatemi, Chairman 
PVARA Bilal bin Saqib , Permanent Repre-
sentative of Pakistan to the United Nations 
Asim Iftikhar, and Ambassador of Pakistan 
to the United States Rizwan Ahmed Sheikh.
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Ethiopian  
fighting rages

News Desk

ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopian forces battled 
overnight to repel an assault by Tigray re-
bels in the Afar region, a humanitarian 
source said Friday, with reports of an in-
ternet blackout in the north of the country. 
Rebels in the northern Tigray region seized 
local airports and launched attacks into the 
neighbouring states of Afar and Amhara this 
week, saying they were once again in a “full-
blown war” with the federal government. 
Locals fear a repeat of the telecoms blackout 
and supplies blockade imposed on Tigray 
during the last civil war in 2020-2022 that 
killed an estimated 600,000 people.
Online monitor Netblocks said there was 
an “internet disruption in northern Ethio-
pia corresponding to reports of a telecoms 
blackout in Tigray”. AFP was unable to 
contact sources in the region by phone 
on Friday. A humanitarian source in Afar 
said there was “heavy fighting overnight” 
around the town of Abala that sits in the 
mountains on the border with Tigray.
“The federal forces pushed the rebels from 
entering the town,” the source said, adding 
that a drone was used by the army.
Heavy clashes occurred in North Wollo 

Zone of Amhara on Thursday, including 
around the UNESCO World Heritage 
sites in Lalibela, home to Ethiopia’s 
famed rock churches.
 Analysts say the Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF) appears to be repeating its 
strategy from the last war -- pushing south 
through Amhara towards the capital, Addis 
Ababa, while the offensive in Afar is likely 
aimed at cutting off supplies from Djibouti, 
which provides almost all of Ethiopia’s in-
ternational trade cargo, including fuel.
The TPLF has forged an alliance with six 
other armed groups around the country 
in a bid to overthrow the government of 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.
The government has a significant military 
advantage, however, with a large arsenal of 
drones, an army numbering some 500,000, 
and the support of external actors, notably 
the United Arab Emirates. The renewed 
fighting comes at an awkward moment for 
the United States, which only this month 
lifted sanctions on Ethiopia and Eritrea re-
lated to atrocities committed during the last 
civil war, saying the “national emergency... 
has expired”. The US embassy sided with 
Ethiopia’s government this week, saying it 
was “disappointed to see the leadership of 
the TPLF... launch a large-scale offensive”.

Rebellious Afghan taxi 
drivers defy ban on music

KABUL: Taxi drivers in Afghanistan are 
turning on the tunes in their cars, defying 
a ban imposed by the Taliban government 
despite the fear of getting caught by mo-
rality police. The music that used to flow 
constantly out of restaurants, cafes and 
shops in the capital Kabul has been muted 
for five years, replaced only by religious or 
patriotic songs supported by the Taliban 
authorities in power since 2021.
But taxi drivers such as Roeen have started 
playing Afghan and regional folk or pop mu-
sic, which they quickly turn off when security 
forces may be around. “At every checkpoint 
we pass, we lower the volume of the music 
or even turn it off completely... so I don’t get 
into trouble with them,” said Roeen, who 
gave only his first name for security reasons.
The ban on music in public places is im-
posed by the Propagation of Virtue and the 
Prevention of Vice (PVPV) Ministry, whose 
morality police roam the city wearing long 
white coats. PVPV regulations state that 
“since music is forbidden and causes annoy-

ance to passengers, drivers must refrain 
from playing or listening to it”.
The ministry did not respond when asked 
to comment on punishments Afghans face 
for playing music, but those breaching their 
various other rules risk being jailed. Roeen 
said PVPV officials have “a lot of authority”. 
“We’re definitely too afraid of them to be able 
to listen to music at a higher volume,” he told 
AFP in his sky blue-and-white taxi. Driving 
through the heavy traffic and noisy roads of 
Kabul, Roeen said he has “become 10 times 
more interested in music” since the ban.
“I have to make sure that even if I can’t lis-
ten in the early morning, by eight o’clock 
my music is on,” he said. In a country 
where various forms of entertainment in-
cluding cinema are outlawed, listening to 
music constantly is a “form of protest” for 
the 28-year-old driver. Another taxi driv-
er, who requested anonymity for security 
reasons, told AFP he only listens to music 
when he is alone in his car and surrounded 
by the noise of other vehicles. – APP


