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ECP orders
immediate local
body polls in KP

In its order, issued on Wednesday the ECP directed
its office to submit the election programme for
its approval in respect of districts where the
delimitation process had been completed

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
on Wednesday ordered local government (LG) elections to
be held immediately in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa districts where
delimitation had been completed, excluding those included

in the 12 districts with special emergency measures.

PTI to contest
LB polls

A day earlier, the ECP had reserved the verdict after hearing

the provincial government’s request to defer local govern-
ment elections, citing law and order, the imposition of emer-
gency and deployment of troops under Article 245.

The federal government on Oct 11 imposed emergency in
KP and placed the province under governor’s rule, taking
note of the “provincial government’s deliberate disengage-
ment from the fight against terrorism”. In its order, issued
on Wednesday the ECP directed its office to submit the elec-
tion programme for its approval in respect of districts where
the delimitation process had been completed.

The bench headed by Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
Sikandar Sultan Raja and comprising members Nisar Ahmed
Durrani, Shah Muhammad Jatoi, Babar Hassan Bharwana
and retired Justice Ikramullah Khan heard the case.

The electoral watchdog issued orders for KP districts, exclud-
ing 12 which were deemed to face intense security challenges
and an Area Representative and Development Council (ARDC)
was formed to oversee them under emergency measures. In
its order, the ECP directed its office to “submit the election
programme for the commission’s approval in respect of dis-
tricts in which the delimitation process has been complet-
ed”, excluding Bannu, Mohmand, Orakzai, Lakki Marwat and

Continued on Page 06
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Zardar1 greets
Turkish
leadership
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ISLAMABAD:President
Asif Ali Zardari has em-
phasised the importance
of strengthening Pakistan’s
historic partnership with
Tiirkiye through closer co-
operation in trade, invest-
ment, defence, education,
culture and other areas
of mutual interest. In his
letter to the President of
the Republic of Tiirkiye,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, on
the 103rd anniversary of
the founding of the Repub-
lic of Tiirkiye, President
Zardari highlighted the
exceptional bond of broth-
erhood between the two
countries, rooted in com-
mon history, faith, shared
values and enduring ties
between their peoples. He
said Tirkiye had made sig-
nificant progress over the
past century, strengthening
its institutions, advancing
its economic development
and enhancing its standing
and contributions in region-
al and international affairs.

Irar_1 warns
against any
new attack

NEews DEsk

TEHRAN: Iran on Wednes-
day warned of a devastat-
ing economic impact from
any new Israeli-led attack,
as the votes were counted
in an Israeli election that
could determine the future
of the regional war. Un-
der Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who
has vowed to topple Iran’s
government, the two coun-
tries have directly fought
a war for the first time in
their history after decades
of enmity. Tuesday’s piv-
otal election gave Israelis
a chance to offer a verdict
on Netanyahu’s right-wing
government, amid mount-
ing US and Israeli threats
of renewed attacks against
Iran following their launch
of the war in February.

FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: PTI has decided to contest the up-
coming local government elections in the capital,
with the party’s regional leadership directing dis-
trict and town organisations to file nomination
papers in every ward across all union councils be-
tween November 2 and 6, it emerged on Wednes-
day. The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
has scheduled the polls for December 20.

Mughal said that PTI visited areas across the city
to get input from the people, claiming that “over
95 per cent of people suggested contesting the
elections.” “They were of the view that the gov-
ernment can not do more than what it is already
doing with the party. So we will contest without
going into what kind of election symbols are allot-
ted to our candidates,” he said. Replying to a ques-
tion, Mughal said the commission had already
postponed the election four times and feared fur-
ther postponement again due to PTI’s popularity.
Meanwhile, in a press release issued on Wednes-
day, the party said Mughal, Shoaib Shaheen and

Continued on Page 06

Israeli elections

Netanyahu falls
short of majority as
Opp wins 67 seats

Netanyahu’s bloc remains short of the 61 seats needed
for a parliamentary majority in the 120-member
Knesset, leaving the formation of the next
government dependent on coalition negotiations

NEews DEsk

ERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s bloc secured 53 seats, while
the opposition Change bloc won 48 and Arab
parties secured 19, after 100 percent of reg-
ular ballots were counted in Israel’s general
election. The figures, which exclude double
envelopes, reflect around 86 percent of all
votes cast in the 2026 election. The final
distribution of seats remains subject to the
counting of the outstanding ballots.

Netanyahu’s bloc remains short of the 61
seats needed for a parliamentary majority
in the 120-member Knesset, leaving the
formation of the next government depend-
ent on coalition negotiations. The election
has been closely watched amid public dis-
content with Netanyahu’s farright govern-

ment and a political landscape marked by
repeated electoral deadlock. Exit polls had
suggested there was no clear winner, rais-
ing the prospect of difficult negotiations
over the formation of a government.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog, who is
tasked with determining which candidate to
tap to form a government, said on Wednes-
day that every effort must be made to avoid a
new election. “One thing must be clear, and
I said this before the elections too: we must
do everything we can, certainly after yester-
day, to avoid another round of elections,” he
said. Netanyahu has called for a strong right-
wing government and ruled out cooperation
with Arab parties, which he has described
as anti-Zionist. Centrist former military
chief Gadi Eisenkot, whose Yashar party

Continued on Page 06

Justice Mohsin Akhtar
resigns as LHC judge

Justice Kayani, who was transferred to LHC from Islamabad,
resigned due to personal reasons, say sources

STAFF REPORT

LAHORE: Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani
has stepped down as a judge of the Lahore
High Court (LHC), with sources citing per-
sonal reasons behind his resignation. Justice
Kayani was among the three judges trans-
ferred from the Islamabad High Court (IHC)
to other high courts in April this year under
a proposal initiated by IHC Chief Justice
Sardar Sarfraz Dogar. The Judicial Com-
mission of Pakistan (JCP), chaired by Chief
Justice of Pakistan Yahya Afridi, approved
the transfers on April 28 by majority vote.

Under the decision, Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kayani was transferred to the Lahore High
Court, Justice Babar Sattar to the Pesha-
war High Court, and Justice Saman Rafat
Imtiaz to the Sindh High Court.

Justice Kayani had earlier attracted national
attention as one of six IHC judges who, in a
rare and unprecedented move, wrote a letter
to the Supreme Court, alleging interference
by intelligence agencies in judicial affairs
and seeking guidance on safeguarding judi-
cial independence. The matter was subse-
quently taken up by a Supreme Court bench
headed by then Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa.
However, despite hearings on the issue, the
proceedings concluded without any defini-
tive outcome or finding on the allegations.
The six judges who were signatories to
the letter later became the subject of sig-
nificant administrative changes, with all of
them eventually transferred or reassigned
to other courts, a development that sparked
debate within legal and political circles over
its implications for judicial independence.

Continued on Page 06

progress on application of Al and digitiazation of economy in governance and
ongoing collaboration with AliBaba group. — DNA

PM Shehbaz says
Secret to country’s
development lies

in Al, digitisation
The prime minister directed that an
Al-assisted cancer early-detection

system be implemented at the
earliest in collaboration with Alibaba

Fmr Brazilian
President
lands in US

DNA

WASHINGTON: Brazilian
Senator Flavio Bolsonaro
and his family arrived in Mi-
ami on Wednesday, where
the United States govern-
ment would grant them
entry visas after he refused
to comply with a Brazilian
Supreme Court order to
surrender his passports.
Bolsonaro, who lost last Sun-
day’s presidential election to
leftist incumbent Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva, left Brazil
under a shroud of secrecy
after the court order, which
relates to a money-launder-
ing investigation in which he
denies wrongdoing.

Reuters TV images showed
Bolsonaro, his wife and two
daughters disembarking
from a Gulfstream G400
and heading into Miami’s
OpaLocka Executive Air-
port. Their journey to the
United States captured atten-
tion across the region. They
entered northern Argentina
late on Tuesday evening,
according to the country’s
migration department,

Continued on Page 06

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday stressed that artificial
intelligence (Al) and digitalisation could im-
prove Pakistan’s trade, exports and other
areas of development and called for effec-
tive implementation of the government’s
strategic partnership with global marketing
company Alibaba. The premier was chairing
a meeting in Islamabad reviewing progress
on the use of Al and digitalisation in the
economy and governance, as well as coop-
eration with Alibaba in these areas, accord-
ing to a statement by the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO). “The secret to Pakistan’s de-
velopment lies in artificial intelligence and

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan bars
Taiwan airlines

NEews DEsk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has barred Tai-
wanese airlines from using its airspace
in support of Beijing’s One-China poli-
cy, becoming the first country to take
such a step, Bloomberg reported on
Wednesday. “The aviation division fol-
lows the One China policy — only main-
land China is allowed,” Defence Minis-
ter Khawaja Asif told Bloomberg News.
“We have permitted only Chinese
airlines to fly over Pakistan,” he said.

Continued on Page 06
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MolUto
combat
antimicrobial
resistance in
nouitry sector

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry
of National Food Security and
Research (MNFS&R) and
the Denmark-based Interna-
tional Centre for Antimicro-
bial Resistance Solutions (IC-
ARS) signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to
strengthen cooperation in
combating antimicrobial re-
sistance (AMR) in Pakistan’s
livestock and poultry sectors.
Federal Minister for National
Food Security and Research
Rana Tanveer Hussain at-
tended the virtual signing
ceremony, along with senior
ministry officials, ICARS rep-
resentatives and research-
ers, said a press release is-
sued here on Wednesday.
Under the agreement, IC-
ARS will fund a threeyear
research project worth USD
540,855, led by the Universi-
ty of Agriculture Faisalabad
in collaboration with the
Poultry Research Institute,
Rawalpindi.

Addressing the ceremony,
Federal Minister Rana Tan-
veer Hussain said that anti-
microbial resistance poses a
serious threat to human and
animal health, food security
and agricultural productivity.
He emphasized that respon-
sible antibiotic use and evi-
dence-based interventions
were essential for sustaina-
ble livestock production. He
appreciated ICARS and the
Government of Denmark for
supporting Pakistan’s efforts
to address AMR through the
One Health approach.

The minister stressed that
scientific research must
deliver practical benefits to
farmers and contribute to Pa-
kistan’s National Action Plan
on Antimicrobial Resistance.
He appreciated Principal
Investigator Dr Mashkoor
Mohsin Gillani and the re-
search team at the Universi-
ty of Agriculture Faisalabad,
along with the Ministry’s An-
imal Health Technical Focal
Person, Dr Syed Muzammil
Hassan Gillani, for their con-
tributions. Helle Engslund
Krarup, Executive Director of
ICARS, said that the partner-
ship would generate scientific
evidence on alternatives to
antibiotics and help reduce an-
timicrobial use and resistance
in Pakistan’s poultry industry.
She emphasized that the Min-
istry’s continued leadership
would be essential for expand-
ing successful interventions
across the sector. Rodolphe
Mader, Senior Science Ad-
visor, Veterinary Sciences,
ICARS, explained that the pro-
ject would test organic acids as
a potential alternative to anti-
biotics through a randomized
controlled trial involving 30
poultry farms, with 15 farms
receiving the intervention and
15 serving as controls._APP

Women leaders collaborate to advance
women’s rights, access to justice

Islamabad: On the second day of PODA’s 19th Annual Rural Wom-
en Leadership Training Conference, the Director General, Gender
and Social Inclusion, of the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP),
highlighted persistent disparities in voter turnout, noting that some
of the largest gaps exist in major urban centres, including Karachi
Central and Faisalabad, while Chakwal has one of the smallest gaps.
Addressing around 1,000 rural women leaders representing approx-
imately 120 districts, she commended organizations like PODA for
their efforts to promote women’s electoral participation. Speakers
in the day’s two major sessions emphasized the need for coordinated

DNA

efforts to address the challenges facing women and girls.

Nuzhat Shirin, Former Chairperson Sindh Commission on the Status
of Women, MNA Sofia Saeed and Shahnaz Kapadia, President of the
Islamabad Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry, appreciated
PODA’s efforts to provide women and girls with a platform to discuss
issues that matter most to them. They recognized the value of trans-
lating these discussions into conference resolutions and action plans
that participants and partner organizations can pursue throughout

the year.

Speaking on the occasion, Mary O’Neil, Ambassador of Ireland to
Pakistan, highlighted Ireland’s zero-tolerance approach to violence
against women, emphasizing prevention, protection, prosecution,
and coordination among institutions. Ms. Ina Lapel, Ambassador of
Germany to Pakistan, joined in appreciating the efforts of women’s
rights activists and stressing the importance of safeguarding women’s
dignity and safety. Both ambassadors acknowledged that domestic
violence remains a challenge in their respective countries and un-
derscored the importance of the rule of law, encouraging survivors
to report abuse, and strengthening collective efforts to combat gen-

der-based violence.

Fauzia Viqar, Federal Ombudsperson for Protection against Harass-

ment of Women at the Workplace (FOSPAH) and former founding
Chairperson of the Punjab Commission on the Status of Women,
appreciated PODA for providing an effective platform where wom-
en could prioritize and discuss their concerns. She urged women to
speak out firmly against harassment and report incidents, emphasiz-
ing that reporting is essential both to secure justice and to establish
precedents for the effective implementation of existing laws. She ob-

served that harassment remains underreported.

The Chairperson said the NCSW was working closely with the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan to address issues affecting women. She also
referred to efforts to seek the permanent removal from social media
platforms of individuals found responsible for harassing women and
girls or engaging in other forms of online abuse. Emphasizing the
importance of engaging men and boys in preventing violence, she ob-
served that educating boys remained a neglected area in society. The
Commission was therefore prioritizing awareness sessions in boys’
colleges to help them understand their role in preventing violence

against women and girls. She also shared information about helplines
available to support survivors.
The delegation further highlighted the significant growth in women’s
representation in the legal profession. In Hyderabad division alone,
the number of women lawyers had reportedly increased from approx-
imately 700-800 to more than 7,000 following a decade of sustained
efforts. The delegation included lawyers, Afsheen Naz Bhutto, tNa-
zish Anwer, Samina Umrani, Haseena Kanwal, Seema Khoso, Meh-
wish Arif, Shazia shamas, Noshaba and Rabia Samma.

Kundai calls for

more quality
institutions

PESHAWAR: Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Fais-
al Karim Kundi on Wednes-
day reaffirmed his commit-
ment to strengthening the
education sector, assuring
full support to Abbottabad
Public School and stressing
the need to establish more
quality educational institu-
tions across the province.
He expressed these views
while chairing a meeting of
the Board of Governors of
Abbottabad Public School
at the Governor House.
Adviser to the Governor on
Education Dr Amir Abdul-
lah, Secretary Education
Inayatullah Waseem, Prin-
cipal Abbottabad Public
School Akhtar Qureshi and
other relevant officials at-
tended the meeting.

During the meeting, the
Secretary Education and
the  school’s  principal
briefed the Governor on

the institution’s history,
academic services, achieve-
ments, budget and chal-
lenges. They informed the
meeting that Abbottabad
Public School was regard-
ed as one of the finest
educational  institutions
not only in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa but also in Paki-
stan.

Appreciating the school’s
educational services and
outstanding performance,
Governor Kundi assured
the administration of
every possible support.
He said there would be no
compromise on the provi-
sion of quality education
to children, adding that
the education and health
sectors remained among
the government’s top pri-
orities.

The Governor observed
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
had the highest proportion

of youth in the country,
making it essential to es-
tablish more quality insti-
tutions like Abbottabad
Public School. He said the
Adviser on Education had
been assigned important
targets for improving the
education sector and would
play an effective role in re-
solving the school’s issues.
He directed the school ad-
ministration to take effective
measures to further improve
administrative  affairs and
educational standards, and
asked officials to provide him
with monthly updates on the
institution’s performance and
progress. Governor Kundi
also announced that he would
soon visit Abbottabad Public
School. On the occasion,
Principal Akhtar Qureshi
invited the Governor to at-
tend the school’s upcom-
ing Parents’ Day ceremo-
ny.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Saudi Arabia Dr. Rajih bin Taami Al-Baqmi, hosted Ms. Jane Marriott
the High Commissioner of United Kingdom. Both sides discussed matters of mutual interest. DNA

Varsities must become
engines of innovation

addresses were delivered by Dr. Hazir Ullah, Vice-Chancellor of

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a two-day international conference
on higher education and sustainability have called for trans-
forming universities into centres of innovation, policymaking
and sustainable development to help societies respond to rap-
id technological change and emerging global challenges.The
conference, titled “Higher Education at the Crossroads: Local
Action, Global Sustainability,” was organised by the Institute
of Regional Studies (IRS), Islamabad, and Alhamd Islamic
University (AIU), in collaboration with the Global Strategic Insti-
tute for Sustainable Development (GSISD), said a press release

issued on Wednesday.

It brought together vice<hancellors, academics, researchers,
policy experts and students from Pakistan and abroad to explore
how higher education institutions can address local challenges
while contributing to global sustainability.

The deliberations underscored the need to align higher education
with national development priorities, strengthen university-in-
dustry partnerships, integrate emerging technologies into teach-
ing and research, and equip graduates with the skills required to
navigate a rapidly changing world. The inaugural session featured
welcome addresses by Prof. Dr. Shakeel Roshan, President of
Alhamd Islamic University, and Ambassador Jauhar Saleem,
President of IRS. Prof. Dr. Amir Zia, Conference Secretary, out-
lined the conference theme and key areas of discussion. Keynote

the University of Chitral; Dr. Husnul Amin, Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Swat; Dr. Rizwan Naseer, Senior Research Fellow
and Dr. Usman Chohan, Research Fellow at IRS. Lt. Gen. Asif Ya-
sin Malik (Retd), HI (M), attended as Chief Guest. Over the two
days, technical sessions examined a wide range of issues, includ-
ing the localisation of global sustainability goals, higher education
policy and governance, digital learning and artificial intelligence,
curriculum reform, community engagement, interdisciplinary re-
search, climate literacy, ethical leadership and institutional resil-
ience. Researchers from universities across Pakistan presented
their papers, while international scholars, including Dr. Wayne
Veck of the University of Winchester, UK, and Dr. K. O. Muraina
of Prince Abubakar Audu University, Nigeria, participated online.
Video sessions from Quetta also brought regional perspectives
into the discussions.A panel discussion on the second day fo-
cused on the choices facing Pakistan’s higher education sector.
Panelists Dr. Muhammad Athar Hussain, Dr. Muhammad Azhar,
Dr. Fayyaz Ahmed Faizi, Dr. Muhammad Arshad Dhar, Dr. Tan-
vir Afzal and Dr. Sadaf Zamir discussed the need to align degree
programmes and research with national priorities, respond effec-
tively to generative artificial intelligence, establish meaningful
partnerships with industry, government and non-governmen-
tal organisations, and widen educational opportunities for
girls and marginalised communities.—DNA

Pakistan
lost poverty
reduction
momentum
after 2018:
Ahsan

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal on
Wednesday said Pakistan’s
poverty reduction momen-
tum had suffered a serious
setback after 2018, with the
poverty rate rising to 28.9
per cent in 2024-25 from
21.9 per cent in 2018-19,
amid political instability,.

Zong brings
regulators, industry,
academia together

ISLAMABAD: Zong, Pa-
kistan’s Leading Technol-
ogy Services Enterprise,
brought together regula-
tors, national cyber authori-
ties, academia and telecom
operators in Islamabad to
strengthen collaboration on
securing Pakistan’s digital
future.

As cyber threats become
increasingly sophisticated,
the sessions underscored
the importance of collec-
tive action, shared account-

ability and resilient digital
infrastructure in building
a safe and trusted cyber-
space.

The industry session was
held as part of the Paki-
stan Telecommunication
Authority’s (PTA) national
Cybersecurity Awareness
Week 2026, under the
theme “Building a Safe,
Secure and Resilient Cy-
berspace.” Dr. Khawar
Siddique Khokhar, Mem-
ber Compliance & En-

forcement, PTA, attended
as chief guest alongside
senior officials from PTA,
PKCERT, the Ministry of
IT & Telecom, other reg-
ulatory bodies, telecom
operators and Zong’s lead-
ership team.

Opening the session,
Zong’s Chief Technology
Officer, Mao Weiliang,
emphasized that cyberse-
curity must be embedded
in the foundations of 5G,
Al and Pakistan’s wider
digital transformation. “At
Zong, our layered securi-
ty infrastructure, robust

access controls and Al-en-
abled 24/7 security opera-
tions strengthen our abil-
ity to detect, contain and
respond to cyber threats.

Government of Pakistan

Higher Education Commission
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

OCTOBER

Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of
Korea
Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of
Korea
National Foundation

Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day

Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United
Nations
United Nations Day

Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day

Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmeni-
stan
Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech
Republic
National Day

Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day
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Hospitals

CMH.....ccoovreruenennee 5611111
MH....cooooviirerrreneene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ......cccuu....... 5556311-4
RGH........ ..9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS........cc.... 9261170-79

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

Departments

...9221334-43

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
PotoharTown......... 9209224
Rawal Town............ 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

CDA chief visits Kashmir
Chowk to review progress

Citizens have appreciated CDA’s efforts to address persistent traffic congestion in Islamabad through
the development of key infrastructure projects, including the Kashmir Chowk Underpass

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) Sohail Ashraf visited
the Kashmir Chowk Underpass project in
Islamabad to review the latest progress of
construction activities and assess the pace
of ongoing work. During the visit, he di-
rected the concerned officers and project
teams to ensure timely completion of the
project within the stipulated timeframe,
while maintaining the highest standards of
engineering, construction quality, durabil-
ity and safety. During the briefing, Chair-
man CDA was informed that construction
work on the Kashmir Chowk Underpass is
progressing at an accelerated pace.

This progress on Kashmir Chowk reflects
the commitment of Interior Minister Syed
Mohsin Raza Naqvi and the focused efforts
of CDA, under the leadership of Chairman
Sohail Ashraf, to expedite key infrastruc-
ture development projects and improve
traffic management in the federal capital.
During the site inspection, Chairman CDA
Sohail Ashraf reviewed the ongoing civil
and structural works and directed the pro-
ject management and engineering teams
to sustain the current pace of construction
through effective coordination, efficient uti-
lisation of resources and continuous moni-
toring. He emphasised that all construction
activities must adhere to approved engi-
neering specifications and quality stand-
ards, with no compromise on durability,
public safety or timely delivery.

The groundbreaking ceremony of the
Kashmir Chowk Underpass was performed
by Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif. Despite rain affecting two working
days, the project teams have maintained
encouraging momentum, demonstrating
their commitment to completing this im-
portant infrastructure initiative within the
committed timeframe. Chairman CDA So-
hail Ashraf said that the Kashmir Chowk
Underpass is a significant public-welfare
project designed to address longstanding

traffic congestion at one of Islamabad’s key
intersections. He directed the concerned
officers to pay particular attention to
quality control, construction safety, traffic
management during construction and the
convenience of commuters, ensuring that
development activities cause minimum dis-
ruption to the public.

Citizens have appreciated CDA’s efforts
to address persistent traffic congestion
in Islamabad through the development of
key infrastructure projects, including the
Kashmir Chowk Underpass. They have
expressed optimism that the project will

facilitate smoother and more continuous
traffic flow, reduce traffic bottlenecks and
minimise travel time for commuters trav-
elling between Islamabad and Rawalpindi.
The initiative is being viewed as a positive
step towards improving urban mobility and
providing greater convenience to residents
and daily road users. Upon completion, the
Kashmir Chowk Underpass is expected to
improve traffic flow, reduce congestion and
travel time, and facilitate smoother move-
ment between Islamabad and Rawalpindi.
The project will provide greater conven-
ience to thousands of daily commuters,

improve connectivity across the twin cities
and contribute to a more efficient urban
transport network.

Chairman CDA Sohail Ashraf reiterated
that CDA remains committed to delivering
public infrastructure projects efficiently
and in accordance with the highest profes-
sional standards. He emphasised that the
authority will continue to closely monitor
construction progress to ensure the timely
completion of the Kashmir Chowk Under-
pass, translating the government’s devel-
opment vision into tangible benefits for the
citizens of Islamabad and Rawalpindi.—DNA

FGGP dismisses 1,178
review petitions against
Income Support Levy

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Constitutional Court has
dismissed 1,178 review
petitions challenging the
Supreme Court’s December
28, 2021, judgment on the
constitutional validity of the
Income Support Levy Act
2013, upholding the earlier
ruling. In a 16-page judg-
ment, Chief Justice of the
Federal Constitutional Court
Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan
held that the power of review
could not be equated with ap-
pellate jurisdiction and that
settled disputes could not
be reopened unless an ap-
parent error on the record
met the legal threshold for
review. The judgment not-
ed that the constitutional
validity of the Income Sup-
port Levy Act 2013 had
earlier been examined by
a two-member Supreme
Court bench in Commis-
sioner Inland Revenue v.
Muhammad Mustafa. The
bench, headed by Justice
Qazi Faez Isa, dismissed
the appeal on December
28, 2021.

The court observed that
while review petitions
against the judgment were
pending, a three-member

Supreme Court bench al-
lowed an appeal in anoth-
er case on June 21, 2022,
involving a substantially
similar legal question. The
judgment, authored by Jus-
tice Munib Akhtar, raised
serious concerns regarding
judicial discipline, legal
principles and institutional
conventions. It held that
when a legal question had
already been decided and
review petitions against that
decision remained pending,
another bench should respect
the earlier ruling. A subse-
quent decision in a separate
case did not automatically alter
or nullify the previous judg-
ment. The court stressed that
judicial discipline, consistency
in judicial decisions and the
preservation of the judici-
ary’s institutional framework
were essential. The central
legal question was whether
the Income Support Levy
could be enacted as a Money
Bill. Referring to Articles 70
and 73 of the Constitution,
the court observed that the
prescribed legislative pro-
cedure was a constitutional
requirement rather than a
mere formality.

It further held that the Sen-

ate, as the representative
body of the federating units,
could not be excluded from
the legislative process where
a bill did not fall within the
constitutionally limited scope
of a Money Bill. Legislation
requiring approval by both
Houses could not be enacted
by bypassing the Senate.
The judgment reiterated that
review jurisdiction was limit-
ed and exceptional, intended
to correct an apparent error
on the record rather than
reconsider a case as if hear-
ing an appeal. It added that
a judicial decision remained
effective unless the relevant
law was amended, repealed
or declared unconstitution-
al. A matter already decid-
ed could not be reopened
merely because a different
view had subsequently been
taken in another case. The
Sindh High Court had ear-
lier declined to permit the
levy under the Income
Support Levy Act 2013.
In its December 28, 2021,
judgment, the Supreme
Court held that the consti-
tutionally prescribed leg-
islative procedure had not
been followed before the
Finance —APP

Hepatitis
screening at
NA secretariat
continues

ISLAMABAD: Free hepatitis
C screening at the National
Assembly Secretariat con-
tinues for parliamentar-
ians and staff under the
Prime Minister’s National
Programme for the Elim-
ination of Hepatitis C, as
part of efforts to promote
early diagnosis and timely
treatment.

The District Health Of-
fice (DHO) Islamabad is
providing the screening
facility under the national
programme to help identify
infections at an early stage
and facilitate access to ap-
propriate treatment. The
initiative is part of broader
efforts to eliminate hepati-
tis C by expanding access
to screening, diagnosis and
treatment services and rais-
ing awareness about the im-
portance of early detection.
According to the DHO, free
hepatitis C screening, treat-
ment and medicines are
also being provided to res-
idents across Islamabad un-
der the programme. The
initiative aims to improve
access to healthcare, reduce
the burden of hepatitis C and
support the national goal
of eliminating the disease
through timely diagnosis and
effective treatment.—APP

NTDC directed to
review time-scale
upgradation cases

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court has held that employ-
ees of the National Transmission and Despatch Compa-
ny (NTDC) do not become civil servants merely because
the company adopts WAPDA rules and are not entitled
to approach the Federal Service Tribunal. However, the
company’s management is bound to ensure equal and fair
treatment of its employees. A three-member bench com-
prising Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Justice Musarrat
Hilali and Justice Irfan Saadat Khan issued the judgment
in the case concerning time-scale upgradation for two
retired NTDC employees, Masood Ahmed Qureshi and
Muhammad Afzal Gul, setting aside the Federal Service
Tribunal’s decision. In its detailed judgment, the Supreme
Court directed the NTDC management and its Board of
Directors to reconsider the applications of both retired
employees fairly and independently and issue reasoned
written orders within two months. The court held that if
similarly placed employees had been granted the bene-
fit of time-scale upgradation, the two retired employees
should also receive the same benefit, with their arrears
calculated and paid accordingly. The judgment clarified
that not every person employed by the state necessarily
qualifies as a civil servant. Such status is determined
under the relevant law, and employment in a public-sec-
tor organisation alone does not confer that status. The
court observed that NTDC was an independent public
limited company, separate from WAPDA. Therefore, the
provision of the WAPDA Act under which the authori-
ty’s employees are treated as civil servants for the pur-
poses of service tribunals did not automatically extend
to a separate corporate entity such as NTDC. It held
that decisions concerning promotions, career progres-
sion and other terms of service of NTDC employees
fell within the jurisdiction of the company’s Board of
Directors. The adoption of WAPDA rules for internal
administrative matters did not alter NTDC’s distinct
corporate status. The court further observed that al-
though NTDC employees were not entitled to approach
the Federal Service Tribunal, this did not absolve the com-
pany’s management of its responsibilities. -DNA

ISLAMABAD: Maroof In-
ternational Hospital (MIH),
in collaboration with Jubi-
lee Insurance, organized
a breast cancer awareness
seminar for employees of
Pak Gulf Construction to
promote early detection,
breast health awareness
and timely medical con-
sultation. The session was
held as part of the hospi-
tal's three-month Breast
Cancer and Mental Health
Awareness Campaign, run-
ning from October 1 to De-
cember 31, 2026.
Participants were briefed
on the importance of breast
health awareness, recog-
nizing early warning signs
and seeking medical advice
without delay. The session
also encouraged individuals
to make informed health-
care decisions and prior-
itize preventive care. Ac-
cording to the organizers,
the ongoing campaign aims
to extend health education
beyond hospital settings by
engaging workplaces, ed-
ucational institutions and
underserved communities.
They said health awareness
initiatives play an impor-
tant role in addressing the
stigma surrounding breast
cancer and encouraging
women to seek timely med-
ical evaluation. They added
early detection can improve
treatment outcomes and
increase the chances of suc-
cessful treatment.

They said through these
activities, Maroof Inter-
national Hospital seeks to
strengthen public aware-
ness of breast cancer and
mental health while encour-
aging preventive healthcare
practices and timely access
to medical services.—APP

PAA setup
national body

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Anthropological  Associa-
tion (PAA) has been formal-
ly established as the first-ev-
er national body dedicated
to bringing anthropologists
together on a common
platform and promoting
the teaching, research and
professional practice of an-
thropology.

More than 60 founding
members, including aca-
demics, researchers, gradu-
ates and practitioners from
Pakistan and overseas, have
come together to strength-
en the discipline and high-
light the contribution of
anthropological knowledge
to the country’s social, cul-
tural and development pri-
orities.

Addressing the first meet-
ing of the PAA Executive
Council held here, Associ-
ation President Dr. Syed
Anwar Igbal described its
establishment as a major
milestone in the develop-
ment of anthropology in
Pakistan.

He said Pakistan’s remark-
able cultural, linguistic,
ethnic and regional diver-
sity makes anthropology
particularly relevant to
understanding society and
addressing the country’s
evolving challenges.—APP

Pak-China Friendship Hospital
ready to begin healthcare services

ISLAMABAD: The 250-bed Pak-China Friendship Hospital in Chak
Shahzad is ready to receive patients, marking a new phase in the utili-
zation of a healthcare facility built with Chinese assistance to improve
access to medical services in Islamabad and surrounding areas.

According to official sources, the hospital has been renamed Pak-Chi-
na Friendship Hospital in recognition of China’s financial contribu-
tion to its construction. The facility was previously named Margalla
Hospital by its new management. Originally established as the Isola-
tion Hospital and Infectious Treatment Centre (IHITC) during the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the hospital was constructed by the
Frontier Works Organisation (FWO), in collaboration with the Nation-
al Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the National Insti-
tute of Health (NIH), in just 40 days. As per sources China provided a
grant of US$ four million for the project, while the total construction
cost was estimated at around Rs 980 million. The facility was inau-
gurated in July 2020 to provide isolation and treatment services for
patients suffering from COVID-19 and other infectious diseases. Lo-
cated near the National Institute of Health (NIH), the hospital spans
approximately 40 kanals and comprises patient wards, laboratories,
administrative offices and other essential infrastructure. However, it
remained underutilized for a considerable period after the COVID-19
emergency subsided, amid operational challenges and shortages of
medical staff. To make the facility fully functional, the federal govern-
ment adopted a public-private partnership model and selected the In-
dus Hospital and Health Network (IHHN) to manage and operate the
hospital. On July 31, the Ministry of National Health Services, Reg-
ulations and Coordination signed agreements with the IHHN for the
management and operation of the hospital and the Regional Blood
Centre in Islamabad, following approval of the arrangement by the
federal cabinet. The partnership aims to improve healthcare delivery,

ensure effective utilization of the facility and reduce the burden on
other public hospitals in the federal capital. The IHHN is a non-profit

healthcare organisation that operates hospitals and medical facilities across
Pakistan and provides treatment to patients without charge.—DNA
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Secure sea
routes vital to
eco stability,

says Junaid

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs
Muhammad Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry on Wednesday said
secure sea routes were vital
to economic stability amid
rising regional tensions.

He was addressing a sympo-
sium titled “Pakistan’s Mari-
time Future: Maritime Secu-
rity, Ocean Governance and
Blue Economy”, organised
by the National Institute of
Maritime Affairs (NIMA) at
Bahria University.

The symposium brought
together policymakers, aca-
demics and maritime officials
to examine regional challeng-
es, the evolving maritime or-
der, emerging technologies,
ocean governance and op-
portunities for ports and the
shipping sector to contribute
to national security and eco-
nomic growth.

Junaid Chaudhry said the
Ministry of Maritime Affairs
was working to improve port
efficiency, expand the nation-
al merchant fleet, facilitate
trade and attract investment.
The Karachi Port Trust
(KPT) had handled more
than 2,000 ship movements,
while the ministry had intro-
duced reforms in port charg-
es and auction procedures
and taken measures to facil-
itate refrigerated cargo and
expedite clearance, he said.
He said Pakistan’s removal
from the Joint War Commit-
tee’s list could help reduce
additional insurance costs for
maritime trade. The move
was expected to benefit com-
mercial activity worth around
$3 billion, he added.

The minister also highlight-
ed proposed investments, in-
cluding a steel project worth
about $680 million at Port
Qasim, an integrated mari-
time industrial complex val-
ued at more than $1.4 billion
and a multipurpose terminal
project estimated at around
$350 million. He said the gov-
ernment was also working to
expand the Pakistan National
Shipping Corporation’s fleet,
promote shrimp farming and
strengthen the fisheries val-
ue chain.

A sub-committee formed on
the prime minister’s instruc-
tions was developing a plan
to promote aquaculture and
expand shrimp production, he
added.

Earlier, Ambassador Sardar
Masood Khan delivered the
keynote address on great-pow-
er contestation and the evolv-
ing dynamics of the maritime
domain.—APP

MoU inked
for residential
development

ISLAMABAD: Federal Gov-
ernment Employees Hous-
ing Authority (FGEHA) and
Smart City Housing Lahore
have signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) for
the development of a residen-
tial project in Lahore in the
presence of Director General
FGEHA, Captain (Retd.) Za-
far Igbal.

On behalf of FGEHA, the
MoU was signed by Faiz
Umar, Director Joint Ven-
ture, while Sardar Adil Umar
signed on behalf of Smart
City Housing Lahore. Direc-
tor Administration Tanveer
Haider Khokhar, Chief En-
gineer, Director IT, Director
Finance, and other senior
officials of FGEHA were also
present on the occasion.

The proposed residential
project comprises approx-
imately 750 kanals of land
located on Multan Road, La-
hore. The project will be de-
veloped under an End-Prod-
uct/Turnkey Model. Smart
City Housing Lahore is an
LDA-approved project situ-
ated near Bahria Enclave on
Multan Road, Lahore. Its lo-
cation and relevant approvals
make it a significant oppor-
tunity for the development
of residential facilities in the
city Speaking on the occa-
sion, Director General FGE-
HA, Captain (Retd.) Zafar
Igbal, stated that Smart City
Housing Lahore had initially
submitted a proposal for the
residential project and has
now become a business part-
ner of FGEHA. He explained
that, under the FGEHA Act,
the Authority is empowered
to acquire land and initiate
residential projects across
the country. He further stat-
ed that the primary objective
of the MoU is to establish a
mutually beneficial partner-
ship that creates a win-win
situation for both parties. He
expressed confidence that
the project would mark an
important step towards pro-
viding residential opportuni-
ties to federal government
employees residing in La-
hore and would help address
their housing needs.—APP

UK backs Pakistani

climate businesses in
bid for $51m investment

The ten businesses collectively represent a three-year investment pipeline worth US$120 million
and operate across five sectors: agriculture and land use, waste and circular economy, clean ener-
gy, building and construction, and e-mobility

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ten Pakistani climate-fo-
cused businesses are seeking a combined
US$51 million in investment over the next
12 months to expand innovative solutions
in clean energy, sustainable transport,
construction, agriculture, and waste man-
agement. The initiative follows specialized
support provided through the UK Govern-
mentfunded Climate Finance Accelerator
(CFA) Pakistan programme.

With technical, financial, and social in-
clusion support from CFA Pakistan, im-
plemented by DAI on behalf of the UK
Government, participating companies
enhanced their investment readiness and
presented their business cases directly to
investors, banks, and development finance
institutions during the Climate Finance Ac-
celerator Pakistan Investor Roadshow held
in Karachi on 27-28 October.

The ten businesses collectively represent
a three-year investment pipeline worth
US$120 million and operate across five
sectors: agriculture and land use, waste
and circular economy, clean energy, build-
ing and construction, and e-mobility.

Since 2022, the UK-funded programme has
supported 22 climate projects in Pakistan,
helping mobilize US$40 million in climate
investment between 2022 and 2024.
Alison Blackburne, British Deputy High
Commissioner Karachi, highlighted the

growing UK-Pakistan climate partnership,
emphasizing efforts to mobilize climate
finance, strengthen resilience and adapta-
tion, and support policy and institutional
systems necessary for climate implemen-
tation. She noted that the UK-Pakistan
Green Compact, signed in December last

year, provides a framework for cooperation
in climate action, clean energy, finance,
private investment, green skills, and policy
dialogue. Representing the Government of
Sindh, Syed Nasir Hussain Shah, Minister
for Local Government and Housing Town
Planning, stressed that climate change is

not only an environmental issue but also
an economic and development challenge
affecting infrastructure, agriculture, cities,
energy systems, and livelihoods. He said
governments must create conditions that
enable private capital to invest confidently
in climate solutions.

Effective water governance
requires accurate data

ISLAMABAD: Effective water governance in Pakistan requires a comprehensive framework backed by reliable data, a
strong legal system, capable institutions, professional expertise and, above all, strong political support and commitment,
a water governance expert said. In an interview with APP, Dr. Muhammad Ashraf, Country Representative of the In-
ternational Water Management Institute (IWMI) in Pakistan, highlighted the need to strengthen institutional capacity,
improve water resource assessment and introduce systematic water accounting and auditing to ensure the sustainable
and equitable use of the country’s water resources. He said that even the best policies, laws and institutions could not
deliver results without the motivation and political support needed to implement them effectively. Referring to the Na-
tional Water Policy 2018, he said the policy provided a comprehensive framework comprising 33 objectives and outlined
key principles, including the installation of water meters to discourage wastage and the application of the “polluter pays”
principle. However, Dr. Ashraf noted that policy provisions alone were insufficient without a practical implementation
framework, clear legal responsibilities, designated institutions and adequate enforcement capacity.

Explaining the division of responsibilities following the 18th Constitutional Amendment, he said the federal govern-
ment primarily dealt with major hydropower projects, transboundary water matters and the distribution of water among
provinces under the 1991 Water Apportionment Accord. The provinces, he added, were responsible for managing water
resources within their respective jurisdictions, including groundwater, floodwater, hill torrents and wastewater.

Dr. Ashraf emphasised that wastewater should not be viewed merely as a source of pollution but also as a resource that
could be treated and reused for industrial, agricultural and other purposes. He said the Indus River System Authority
(IRSA) was responsible for distributing water among the four provinces in accordance with the 1991 accord, using
the prescribed formula and taking into account variations in water availability. It did not formulate water policy but
implemented the agreed water-sharing arrangements. Highlighting the need for evidence-based decision-making, he
said Pakistan required a comprehensive and universally applied system for assessing and accounting for its water re-
sources. The expert stressed that the country needed reliable assessments of water originating from glaciers, rain-
fall, groundwater, wastewater and hill torrents before planning new water infrastructure or making decisions about
resource allocation. He underlined that water accounting should systematically record water inflows, consumption
and outflows, enabling authorities to identify losses, inefficiencies and discrepancies through water audits. He said
IWMI had undertaken consultations with federal and provincial stakeholders to develop water resource assessment and
water accounting guidelines. The process also involved developing and testing water budgeting tools to help identify
water losses, excessive consumption and shortages. Dr. Ashraf explained that water budgeting could help authorities and
farmers determine whether crops were receiving adequate water, identify inefficient irrigation practices and reduce the
risks of crop failure and other long-term consequences of improper water management.—APP

CCRA, PMAS-
AAUR sign MoU
Jor cannabis
research

ISLAMABAD :Cannabis Control and Regulatory Authority
(CCRA) and Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agriculture Universi-
ty Rawalpindi (PMAS-AAUR) have signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to promote scientific research,
cannabis testing, biotechnology and capacity building for
Pakistan’s emerging cannabis and industrial hemp sector.

The MoU was signed at CCRA Headquarters, Islamabad, in
a ceremony led by Director General CCRA Major General
(Retd.) Zafar Ullah Khan, HI(M), and PMAS-AAUR Vice
Chancellor Prof Qamar Uz Zaman. Under the agreement,
both institutions will collaborate on research, testing,
screening and analytical evaluation of cannabis and can-
nabis-derived materials, including the separation of CBD,
THC and other cannabinoids, potency testing, quality as-
surance and scientific innovation. The MoU also aims to
strengthen regulatory functions and develop technical ex-

pertise through joint research and capacity-building initia-
tives. Speaking on the occasion, the DG CCRA said the col-
laboration marked an important convergence of regulatory
oversight, scientific advancement and biotechnology while
ensuring transparency. He also appreciated the efforts of
the Director Operations and Vigilance for achieving land-
mark milestones for the Authority in a short period.

Vice Chancellor said the partnership between CCRA and
the National Centre of Industrial Biotechnology (NCIB)
would lay the foundation for a safe, standardised and tech-
nologically advanced industrial sector in Pakistan.

He said combining NCIB’s scientific capabilities with
CCRA’s regulatory oversight would help ensure that the sector
developed safely, transparently and in accordance with interna-
tional standards. He also thanked the CCRA team for its suc-
cessful collaboration. The MoU was signed on behalf of CCRA
by Director (Operations/Licensing/Vigilance) Asif Haroon and
on behalf of PMAS-AAUR by NCIB Project Director Professor
Dr. Abida Raza. Senior officials attending the ceremony included
Dr. Saqib Majeed, Director External Linkages, AAUR; Mustafa,
PRO to the Vice Chancellor; Zafar Igbal, Consultant (Institutional
Development), CCRA; Zil-e-Huma, Research Officer/Coor-
dinator, CCRA; and Iftikhar Abbasi, Consultant (Finance),
CCRA. The agreement is part of CCRA’s broader initiative to
establish an advanced regulatory ecosystem covering canna-
bis extraction, testing, biology, biotechnology and bioactive
compounds, alongside the establishment of a National Canna-
bis Laboratory and Research Centre.—DNA

CDA clears encroached
land in sector I-15

ISLAMABAD: Under the leadership of Chairman CDA Sohail
Ashraf, the Capital Development Authority (CDA) has taken
a significant step towards resolving a long-standing issue in
I-15 by clearing major encroachments in Sub-Sector 1. This
has paved the way for the planned development of approxi-
mately 500 plots for lawful allottees whose investments have
remained tied up since the launch of the sector in 2005. Citi-
zens have appreciated the CDA’s excellent performance in re-
trieving land for approximately 500 plots from encroachment.
They have termed the initiative an important step towards ac-
celerating development activities in Sector I-15 and facilitating
the eventual handover of possession to lawful allottees. The
encroached village of Sheikhpur has been successfully vacat-
ed under the supervision of Dr. Anam Fatima, Deputy Direc-
tor General (Enforcement), CDA, following nearly two months
of sustained enforcement efforts. During the operation, more
than 300 houses, barns and havelis were vacated, removing
long-standing encroachments that had obstructed the planned
development of the sector. As a result, approximately 36.5
acres of built-up land have been cleared, representing nearly
one-quarter of the sector. This achievement marks an impor-
tant milestone towards facilitating the planned development
of I-15 and enabling lawful allottees to obtain possession of

their plots after nearly two decades.

A significant number of the affected allottees are retired gov-
ernment servants whose investments have remained tied up
for years. The clearance of the encroached land is expected
to help address their longstanding concerns and pave the way
for progress towards the eventual handover of possession. In
addition to residential plots, Markaz plots previously under
encroachment have also been retrieved, creating further op-
portunities for the planned development of the sector. The
matter was brought to the attention of the Honourable Chair-
man CDA, Sohail Ashraf, during a CDA Khuli Kachehri. Act-
ing on his directions, the Enforcement Directorate undertook
sustained efforts to remove encroachments and retrieve the
land. The CDA Planning Wing has been directed to take up
the planning and development of the cleared area on an ur-
gent basis so that the necessary formalities can be completed
and possession of plots handed over to lawful allottees at the
earliest. The retrieval of land is an important step towards this
objective; the actual handover of possession will follow the
completion of the required planning and development formal-
ities. Under the leadership of Chairman CDA Sohail Ashraf,
the CDA remains committed to protecting the rights of
lawful allottees, retrieving encroached public land .—DNA

Polyclinic seminar
highlights breast
cancer early detection

ISLAMABAD: Health experts have stressed the importance
of early screening, risk assessment and modern diagnostic
techniques to improve breast cancer detection and treatment.
They were addressing a breast cancer awareness seminar
held at Federal Government Polyclinic (FGPC) Hospital, ti-
tled “Beyond the Pink Ribbon: Innovation in Diagnosis and
Advances in Treatment,” focused on raising public awareness,
identifying women at increased risk and improving access to
screening and diagnostic facilities. Experts recommended as-
sessing breast cancer risk among women to identify high-risk
groups and ensure timely medical evaluation. They empha-
sized the need to educate women about early warning signs
and encourage them to seek medical advice if they notice any
unusual changes in their breasts. The participants highlighted
the importance of clinical breast examinations during routine
healthcare visits and recommended mammography screening
for women aged 40 to 74, in line with individual risk profiles
and applicable clinical guidelines. Special attention was drawn
to women with a strong family history of breast cancer or he-
reditary risk factors, who may require earlier and more fre-
quent screening than women at average risk. Experts also dis-
cussed the role of breast magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
as an additional screening tool for women at high risk, while
ultrasound can help assess breast abnormalities, particu-
larly in women with dense breast tissue. The seminar
underscored the importance of modern diagnostic facil-
ities and evidence-based approaches to detecting breast
cancer at an early stage, when treatment is generally
more effective. Participants stressed that greater public
awareness of breast cancer symptoms and risk factors, cou-
pled with improved access to screening services, could help
reduce delays in diagnosis and treatment.—APP

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Cyber Crime Investiga-
tion Agency (NCCIA) has
launched a nationwide cyber
awareness campaign, organ-
ising educational sessions
in Faisalabad, Gujranwala,
Peshawar, Rawalpindi, La-
hore, Gilgit and Sahiwal, be-
sides an awareness session
and walk in Abbottabad,
to educate citizens about
online fraud, cyber harass-
ment and safe internet use.
According to an NCCIA
official, the campaign was
launched on the directions
of Federal Interior Minister
Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi
under the supervision of Di-
rector General NCCIA Syed
Ali Nasir Rizvi. He said the
Faisalabad Circle organised
an awareness session for
students at Government
Higher Secondary School
and College Mananwala,
while the Rawalpindi Circle
conducted a special session
for the minority community
at the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church. Similarly, the
NCCIA circles in Gujran-
wala, Peshawar, Lahore,
Gilgit and Sahiwal arranged
awareness sessions at dif-
ferent schools and colleges
for students and teachers.
Abbottabad Circle organ-
ised a cyber awareness ses-
sion at the Press Club, fol-
lowed by an awareness walk
attended by journalists,
students, civil society mem-
bers and NCCIA officers.
During the sessions, partic-
ipants were briefed on safe
internet use, responsible
social media practices, on-
line financial fraud, cyber
harassment, protection of
personal information and
digital identities, and meas-
ures to prevent cybercrime.
NCCIA officers explained
how cybercriminals use
fake links, fraudulent social
media profiles, misleading
messages, fake calls and
online harassment to target
unsuspecting citizens.
They advised participants
to avoid clicking unknown
links, use strong and unique
passwords, enable two-fac-
tor authentication and re-
frain from sharing personal
information or photographs
with unknown individuals.
The participants were also
informed about the pro-
cedure for reporting sus-
picious online activities,
harassment and financial
fraud through the NCCIA
helpline 1799.

The official said students,
teachers, journalists and
members of the minority
community  appreciated
the awareness initiative
and expressed interest in
the continuation of such
sessions.

Director General NCCIA
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi said
raising awareness among
all sections of society was
essential for building a
safe Digital Pakistan.—APP
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KuALID ABDULLA-JANAHI

N the words of Christiane Amanpour, one of the most respect-

ed journalists of our time: “Be truthful, not neutral.” I have

always admired the principle behind these words. But looking
at political developments around the world today, I find myself won-
dering what we actually mean when we talk about truthfulness. Are
we talking about the whole truth? Or have we reached a point where
certain truths are given prominence while others, equally relevant,
are conveniently left out? With elections in Israel and the American
midterms taking place within days of each other, perhaps this is a
good moment to ask some difficult questions. Questions that should
be obvious to anyone who believes in intellectual honesty, yet some-
how seem to have disappeared from much of our public debate.
I was watching CNN’s “State of the Union,” with Dana Bash interviewing Re-
publican Senate candidate Mike Rogers about his Democratic opponent in
Michigan, Abdul El-Sayed. The discussion concerned allegations associating
El-Sayed with the Muslim Brotherhood. Bash challenged Rogers and pointed
out that El-Sayed had disavowed the organization. But I found myself asking
why we had arrived at this discussion in the first place.
Words shape public perceptions long before people have an opportunity to ex-
amine the underlying facts Here is an American citizen, a physician and a candi-
date for the US Senate, being forced to answer questions about his religion and
alleged associations for which no credible evidence has been presented.
Meanwhile, President Donald Trump has described El-Sayed as a “jihadist.”
Why is this not receiving the same level of serious examination? What has hap-
pened to the responsibility that comes with the office of the president?
In Minnesota, we see similar attacks directed at Rep. Ilhan Omar. One can dis-
agree strongly with her political positions but surely that disagreement should
not open the door to questioning her belonging in the country she represents.
I wonder whether the same standards would apply if these politicians
came from a different religious background. These are not small issues.
They concern the way political narratives are constructed and the re-
sponsibility of journalists in deciding what deserves to be challenged.
The same questions become even more uncomfortable when we turn to
the Middle East. For years, Palestinian representatives appearing on inter-
national television have been expected to begin by condemning Hamas. I
understand why journalists ask about attacks on civilians. Such attacks must
be condemned. But I struggle to understand why Israeli officials are not
asked with similar regularity to condemn the actions of the Israeli military
in Gaza, the killing of civilians and the violence carried out by settlers in the
West Bank. Surely, if we are interested in understanding what is happening,
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these matters should be part of the same conversation. Let us go back to
1993 and the Oslo Accords. We have spent more than three decades listen-
ing to explanations of why peace has failed. Much of the responsibility is
placed on the Palestinians, including their leadership failures and internal
divisions. There is truth in some of these criticisms.

But what has happened to Israeli settlement expansion throughout these dec-
ades? What has happened to the land that was supposed to become the basis of
a Palestinian state? We frequently hear the expression “facts on the ground,”
almost as though these facts appeared naturally. Who created them? Who al-
lowed them to continue expanding? And why should the consequences of these
decisions now be accepted as the starting point for future negotiations?

Settler violence has also become part of the daily reality faced by Palestinians
in the West Bank. Yet the language used to describe these developments is
remarkably different from the language applied to Palestinian actions. In the
media, we hear and read news of Israeli settler violence, while the Palestinian
reaction to this violence is labeled as terrorism.

We need to be careful with words. They shape public perceptions long before
people have an opportunity to examine the underlying facts. The current con-
frontation with Iran presents another example. We have rightly criticized Iran
for attacking its neighbors. The sovereignty of countries in the Gulf cannot be
treated lightly and Iranian actions have created legitimate security concerns.
But in following the international coverage, I am struck by how often the
discussion begins with Iranian attacks, without sufficient examination of
the American and Israeli military campaign of aggression against Iran. It is
becoming easier to present a particular part of a story without necessarily
saying anything factually false How did we arrive at this situation? What in-
ternational legal principles apply? What are the consequences for the wider
region? These questions deserve serious attention, including from those
who fundamentally disagree with the Iranian government. Saudi Arabia’s ap-
proach to this crisis is worth considering. The Kingdom has avoided direct
involvement in the wider war with Iran and has continued to pursue diplo-
matic channels, including discussions involving Pakistan and Turkiye and
engagement with Tehran. This reflects an understanding of the enormous
consequences that further regional escalation could have. Having experi-
enced decades of conflict and instability around us, we should recognize the
importance of efforts to prevent another prolonged war.

There is, however, a separate question concerning Yemen.

The war in Yemen has brought immense suffering and outside interven-
tion has contributed to a situation in which Yemen’s political future is
too often discussed in terms of the interests of other countries. Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Iran, the US and others all have their security con-
cerns and interests. But Yemen belongs to the Yemenis. The Houthis
are now an undeniable part of Yemen’s political and military landscape.
Their actions must be subject to accountability, but no serious political
settlement can ignore their role. They will have to be part of a politi-
cal arrangement with other Yemeni groups, including those with whom
they have fought for years. That will be difficult but the alternative is to
continue allowing others to decide Yemen’s future. Ultimately, Yemenis
themselves must determine how they are governed.

Netanyahu’s Electoral Setback: Will Israel
Choose War or Diplomacy?

Qamar Bashir

Iran represents perhaps the
most dangerous dimension of
Netanyahu’s regional strategy.

His political message has
consistently presented
Tehran as an existential
security threat, requiring
military preparedness and,
when deemed necessary,
offensive action. His critics
contend that an escalating
confrontation risks drawing
the United States into an
increasingly costly regional
conflict while destabilizing
neighboring countries and
threatening international
energy supplies. An Eisenkot-
led administration could alter
the methods through which

Israel pursues its security...

SRAEL'S October 27 general election has delivered a sig-

nificant political setback to Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu,whose campaign emphasized military strength,
national security and confrontation with Iran. Yet the voters
have not handed his principal opponent, former military chief
Gadi Eisenkot, an unambiguous mandate either. Instead, Is-
rael faces a fragmented parliament, difficult coalition nego-
tiations and potentially prolonged political uncertainty, with
consequences extending far beyond its borders. The initial
exit polls projected approximately 50 seats for Netanyahu's
bloc, 52-53 for Eisenkot’s opposition alliance and17-18 for
Arab-led parties. Updated projections narrowed the contest
further, placing the two principal blocs at approximately 51
seats each. Neither approaches the 61 seats required for a ma-
jority in the 120-member Knesset. These remain provisional
projections, not final election results.
The election represents more than a contest between two po-
litical personalities. It is a referendum on Netanyahu’s wartime
leadership, Israel’s democratic institutions, the October 7 in-
telligence failures, military conscription, relations with Pales-
tinians and the future direction of Israeli foreign policy. High
voter participation, particularly among Arab citizens, suggests
that substantial sections of Israeli society want their voices
heard in determining that direction. Netanyahu’s political
predicament is particularly complicated because his tradition-
al allies include ultranationalist and religious parties whose
positions on Palestinian territory, settlement expansion and
military operations are frequently more uncompromising than
those of the broader Israeli electorate. Parties associated with
Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich have advocated exten-
sive Israeli control over Palestinian territories, while ultra-Or-
thodox parties prioritize religious institutions, public funding
and military-service exemptions. These factions should not
be treated as ideologically identical. Nevertheless, another
Netanyahu-led government dependent on their parliamentary
support could face intensified demands for settlement expan-
sion, restrictions onPalestinian sovereignty and continued mil-
itary pressure across the region. Coalition negotiations might
therefore reinforce rather than moderate some of the policies
that have generated international criticism.
The consequences would extend to Gaza, where Israel’s
military campaign has caused enormous civilian suffering,
destruction and displacement. International institutions
and human-rights organizations have raised grave allega-
tions concerning violations of international humanitarian
law. Netanyahu rejects accusations of criminal wrongdoing
and maintains that Israel’s operations are necessary for
national security and the defeat of Hamas. In the occupied
West Bank, continued settlement expansion and settler vio-
lence have undermined prospects forPalestinian self-deter-
mination. In southern Lebanon, Israeli security operations
and demands for buffer arrangements have raised serious
questions about Lebanese sovereignty. The occupied Syr-
ian Golan Heights remains another longstanding territori-
al dispute, notwithstanding Israel’s annexation claim and

American recognition of Israeli sovereignty there.

Iran represents perhaps the most dangerous dimension of
Netanyahu’s regional strategy. His political message has
consistently presented Tehran as an existential security
threat, requiring military preparedness and, when deemed
necessary, offensive action. His critics contend that an es-
calating confrontation risks drawing the United States into
an increasingly costly regional conflict while destabilizing
neighboring countries and threatening international ener-
gy supplies. An Eisenkot-led administration could alter the
methods through which Israel pursues its security objec-
tives, although it would not necessarily abandon those objec-
tives. Eisenkot, himself a former military chief, also consid-
ers Iran a major strategic threat and supports strong Israeli
military capabilities. His distinction from Netanyahu lies
more in his emphasis on institutional accountability, national
cohesion, coordinated security policy and rebuilding interna-
tional partnerships than in any categorical rejection of mil-
itary force. His proposed independent state commission of
inquiry into the October 7, 2023, attacks could become par-
ticularly consequential. Such an investigation would examine
the intelligence, military and political failures that allowed
Hamas militants to breach Israel’s defenses, kill civilians and
security personnel, and take hostages.

Serious questions have been raised about whether Israeli
authorities adequately assessed warnings preceding the at-
tack,why border defenses proved insufficient and how political
and military decision-making contributed to the catastrophe.
There have also been investigations and disputes concerning
Israeli fire during the fighting. These questions deserve inde-
pendent examination, with responsibility established through
evidence rather than political accusation. However, allega-
tions that Netanyahu deliberately facilitated the Hamas attack
to justify territorial expansion, or thatlsraeli forces caused
most of the deaths, have not been established by credible evi-
dence. An independent inquiry would be important precisely
because it could distinguish documented institutional failures
from speculation, determine individual accountability and re-
store public confidence in the findings.

For Palestinians, an Eisenkot government might offer
greater scope for negotiations over Gaza’s reconstruction,
civilian administration and the prevention of further dis-
placement. Proposals involving Palestinian technocrats
and international participation could provide alternatives
to indefinite Israeli military administration. Yet Eisenkot’s
security-centered outlook does not automatically translate
into support for full Palestinian sovereignty or immediate
Israeli withdrawal from occupied territories.

A settlement freeze, stronger action against extremist set-
tler violence and renewed diplomatic engagement would
constitute meaningful changes if implemented. But a du-
rable settlement would still require confronting the fun-
damental questions of occupation, borders, Palestinian
political rights, security guarantees and internationally
recognized self-determination. The Arab-led parties may

therefore become the election’s most consequential par-
liamentary actors. Ra’am, led byMansour Abbas, has pre-
viously demonstrated willingness to participate in coalition
arrangements, while other Arab political factions have gen-
erally maintained stronger opposition to Israeli policies
toward Palestinians. Their combined representation could
be indispensable to preventing Netanyahu’s return or sus-
taining an alternative administration.
Yet Eisenkot’s prospective coalition contains secular right-
wing politicians who oppose governing alongside Arab
parties.This creates a fundamental contradiction: the op-
position may possess sufficient combined parliamentary
strength to replace Netanyahu, but not the political agree-
ment necessary to exercise that strength. Outside parlia-
mentary support, a minority administration or carefully
negotiated confidence arrangements could become possi-
ble solutions. Even a successfully constituted government
would confront an uphill struggle. A narrow parliamentary
base could allow relatively small factions to threaten leg-
islation, budgets and coalition survival. Disagreements
over military conscription,religious privileges, judicial in-
dependence and Palestinian policy could destabilize the
administration before its regional diplomatic initiatives ac-
quire momentum. Should neither political camp assemble
a workable governing arrangement, Israel could enter an-
other prolonged cycle of negotiations, failed mandates and
potentially fresh elections. Under Israel’s parliamentary
system and Basic Laws, the outgoing government gener-
ally continues in a caretaker capacity until a replacement
takes office. Netanyahu could therefore remain prime min-
ister despite losing his existing parliamentary majority.
Such uncertainty would have consequences for Washington,
European capitals, Tehran, Beirut, Damascus and thePales-
tinian territories. Governments would struggle to determine
whether Israeli military commitments, diplomatic assurances
and regional policies represented temporary political calcula-
tions or the enduring direction of the state. Ultimately, the
election has exposed the limitations of relying exclusively on
military power to address deeply rooted political disputes. Is-
rael’s security concerns are real, as are Palestinian demands
for freedom, dignity and statehood and neighboring countries’
rights to sovereignty and territorial integrity. None can be
permanently resolved through force alone. Israel’s electoral
verdict remains incomplete, but its message is unmistakably
complex: political power is fragmented, public confidence is
contested, and the choice between continued confrontation
and meaningful diplomacy remains unresolved. The Middle
East now awaits not merely the formation of another Israeli
government, but an indication of whether that government
can open a credible path toward peace.
Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC | Michigan, USA

Israeli Democracy under the Shadow of War

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Israel has no single written
constitution. Instead, its
constitutional framework

rests on a series of
Basic Laws. The Israel
Democracy Institute has
criticised the ease with
which these laws can
be amended by a simple
majority of 61 members
of the Knesset, arguing
that such arrangements
lack a parallel among
democratic states

WO days before Israel’s national election, Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu posted an Al-gener-

ated image on X showing a mushroom cloud rising
over Tel Aviv, with the city engulfed in flames. Sharing a
warning by right-wing commentator Yuval Bloomberg, he
suggested that two atomic bombs striking central Israel
would make ordinary political disputes irrelevant. The
message invoked the danger of a second Holocaust if vot-
ers chose a leader unable to confront Iran.
The image was more than an alarming campaign message.
It reflected the increasingly bitter struggle over Israel’s
political future, in which the threat of war has become a
powerful instrument of electoral persuasion. Rather than
focusing on governance, accountability and the perfor-
mance of the government, the campaign once again turned
towards fear and national security. Opposition leaders
responded sharply. Gadi Eisenkot, a former army chief
whose Yashar party was leading Netanyahu’s Likud in re-
cent polls, accused the prime minister of relying on lies
and scare tactics. Former prime minister Naftali Bennett
called the message a lie, while Yair Golan of the Democrats
urged that Netanyahu be kept away from social media.
Netanyahu subsequently released a video showing an Ar-
row missile-defence battery and warned that Iran and its
allies might attempt attacks to disrupt the election. He also
threatened Tehran with severe retaliation. Yet reports in
the Israeli media presented a more complicated picture.
Channel 13 reported that the current army chief, Lieuten-
ant General Eyal Zamir, saw no operational need to attack
Iran before the vote. Israel Hayom reported that senior
officials had found no concrete intelligence indicating ris-
ing tensions. Ynet’s military correspondent Ron Ben-Yishai
similarly warned that the principal danger was miscalcu-
lation rather than evidence of an imminent attack. These
conflicting messages raise an important question: where
does legitimate national-security concern end and electoral
manipulation begin? Israel faces genuine external threats.
Its confrontation with Iran, the possibility of attacks by al-
lied groups and the vulnerability of strategic infrastructure
cannot simply be dismissed as campaign inventions. Irani-
an officials have also issued threats against Israeli energy

facilities, desalination plants and bridges. Such statements
deserve serious attention.

However, the existence of a security threat does not
make every political claim credible. When a prime min-
ister invokes the prospect of nuclear destruction shortly
before polling day, the public has a right to ask whether
the warning rests on verified intelligence or is intended
to influence voting behaviour. National security requires
reliable information and responsible leadership, not the
constant amplification of fear. The danger is particularly
serious because Israel’s election campaign has also been
marked by the spread of fabricated material generated
through artificial intelligence. According to the account
underlying this debate, the election authorities had re-
ceived more than 276 complaints, almost five times the
number reported in 2022. The Shin Bet, Israel’s domestic
security service, was also providing protection to opposi-
tion leaders facing threats from fellow Israelis.

The problem, therefore, comes from two directions.
External adversaries may seek to exploit political divi-
sions, while domestic actors can weaken public confi-
dence through misinformation, intimidation and the
manipulation of fear. When these pressures operate to-
gether, voters find it increasingly difficult to distinguish
a genuine warning from a political tactic. Israel’s institu-
tions have so far demonstrated an important degree of
resilience. Elections are held according to law, political
disputes can be taken to court, and the postponement of
a national election requires the support of 80 members
of the Knesset, the 120-seat parliament. The legislature
has postponed an election only once, in 1973, during the
final days of the Yom Kippur War, when the present 80-
vote requirement was not yet in force.

The principle that elections must continue even during
a national emergency has a long democratic history. In
November 1864, during the American Civil War, Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln argued that postponing a national
election under pressure from rebellion would amount to
accepting defeat. His reasoning remains relevant: a democ-
racy cannot claim to be secure if its constitutional process-
es can be suspended whenever the country faces a crisis.

Yet holding elections on time is not, by itself, proof of
democratic health. The quality of democracy also depends
on constitutional safeguards, institutional independence
and the willingness of those in power to accept limits on
their authority. Israel has no single written constitution.
Instead, its constitutional framework rests on a series
of Basic Laws. The Israel Democracy Institute has criti-
cised the ease with which these laws can be amended by
a simple majority of 61 members of the Knesset, arguing
that such arrangements lack a parallel among democrat-
ic states. This weakness has become increasingly conse-
quential. The governing majority has pursued changes af-
fecting judicial appointments, the legal status of religious
study and the Supreme Court’s powers of review. Some of
these measures have produced intense public opposition
and legal challenges. The Supreme Court struck down the
2023 amendment restricting its use of the reasonableness
standard, illustrating the continuing struggle between par-
liamentary authority and judicial independence.
The central issue is not whether Israel should take
threats from Iran seriously. It must. The issue is whether
the language of national survival can be used to shield
political leaders from scrutiny and weaken the institu-
tions that hold them accountable. Democracy is tested
not only when a country is at peace, but also when fear
is widespread and the temptation to concentrate power
is strongest. Political leaders have a duty to distinguish
genuine security warnings from campaign rhetoric. Oppo-
sition parties must be able to compete without intimida-
tion, and voters must have access to credible information.
Israel’s democratic future will depend on more than
the outcome of a single election. It will depend on
whether its institutions can withstand the combined
pressures of war, political polarisation and constitu-
tional conflict. A country cannot protect its democra-
cy merely by warning that it is under threat. It must also
preserve the rules, freedoms and institutional checks
that make democratic government worth defending.
The writer is Assistant Professor Pakistan Studies
Imperial College of Business Studies Lahore
muhammad.akram@imperial.edu.pk
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FroMm Pace 01
North Waziristan specified
in the federal government’s
order dated Oct 11. The
ECP also sought the issu-
ance of the delimitation
schedules for the remaining
districts, excluding Dera
Ismail Khan, Tank, Bajaur,
Khyber, Kurram, Lower
South Waziristan and Upper
South Waziristan. It issued
the directives under Arti-
cles 218(3) (Election Com-
mission), 140A(2) (local
government), 219(d) (du-
ties of ECP), 220 (executive
authorities to assist ECP)
and 222 (electoral laws)
of the Constitution, read
with Sections 219 (ECP to
conduct elections) and 221
(delimitation of LG constit-
uencies) of the Elections
Act 2017, and “all other
enabling provisions of law”.
The order further directed
the ECP’s office to adjust
and determine the number
of village councils/neigh-
bourhood councils and cat-
egory-wise reserved seats
in respect of each tehsil
council in seven districts,
ie, Karak, Hangu, Swat, Bar
Swat, Battagram, Paharpur
and Allai as per current rev-
enue limits in accordance
with separate order of the
commission of even date to
ensure timely conduct of LG
elections and delimitation
in the districts other than
designated districts. The lo-
cal government elections in
KP have remained pending
since the terms of existing
local bodies expired — the
first phase in March 2026
and the second phase in
June 2026. In July this year,
the KP government had as-
sured the ECP of “all possi-
ble support” in holding LG
polls where delimitation
was complete. Later, the
ECP had opposed a key
amendment in KP’s local
government law regarding
the population of village and
neighbourhood  councils,
terming it a delaying tactic.

Netanyahu
falls short...

From Pack 01
secured 21 seats, has ex-
pressed conditional open-
ness to working with Ar-
ab-led parties, although
such an arrangement re-
mains politically sensitive.
Likud won 26 seats, while
the Joint List and Togeth-
er secured 12 seats each.
The Democrats won eight
seats, while Yisrael Be-
iteinu, Ra’am, United Torah
Judaism, Otzma Yehudit
and Shas each secured
seven. Religious Zionism
and Identity won six seats.
The results leave Netanya-
hu facing the challenge of
securing enough support to
form a government, while
opposition parties would
also need to overcome po-
litical differences to assem-
ble an alternative coalition.

Secret to
country’s...

From Pack 01
digitalisation,” the PMO
quoted him as saying. Dur-
ing the meeting, he said the
effective use of digitalisa-
tion, Al and modern technol-
ogy could play a “vital role
in improving trade, exports,
agricultural productivity,
ease of doing business and
the quality of public servic-
es in Pakistan”, PMO said.
PM  Shehbaz welcomed
Alibaba’s cooperation in
facilitating Pakistani agri-
cultural exports to Chinese
markets, highlighting that
modernising the agricultur-
al sector was essential for
national development. He
also welcomed cooperation
with Alibaba on automation
in agriculture. The prime
minister directed that an
Al-assisted cancer early-de-
tection system be imple-
mented at the earliest in
collaboration with Alibaba.
He also directed that a 15
day Al training programme
for IT graduates be launched
soon under the IT minis-
try’s Ignite programme, in
collaboration with Alibaba.

Justice
Mohsin...

From Pace 01
Justice Kayani’s resignation
comes months after his
transfer to the LHC and is
likely to reignite discussion
surrounding the episode
that exposed tensions be-
tween the judiciary and
state institutions. No offi-
cial statement has yet been
issued detailing the specific
reasons for his departure.

2:CCl First Chinese dele

gation from

Tashkurgan visits Hunza

The four-day visit includes
three days in Hunza and one
day in Gilgit. According to
the Deputy Commissioner
of Hunza, the twin-city
agreement between
Hunza and Tashkurgan
was signed in 2023

HUNZA: A high-level Chinese delegation from Tash-
kurgan County has arrived in Hunza to strengthen
cooperation in tourism, trade and culture, open-
ing new avenues for cross-border economic and
people-to-people exchanges. The four-day visit in-
cludes three days in Hunza and one day in Gilgit.
According to the Deputy Commissioner of Hunza,
the twin-city agreement between Hunza and Tash-
kurgan was signed in 2023. The visit aims to build
on the existing agreement by exploring practical
opportunities for cooperation between the two re-
gions, Gwadar Pro reported. The delegation was
warmly received at the Pakistan-China Khunjerab
Border by representatives of the Hunza District
Administration, the Hunza Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, KVO and other local officials.

The chamber’s acting president and founding
members welcomed the visitors, highlighting
the importance of closer institutional and busi-
ness ties. The delegation includes Tashkurgan
County government officials responsible for ad-
ministration, commerce, industry, tourism and
foreign affairs, alongside representatives from
tourism, technology and logistics companies,
including Xinjiang Batie International Travel
Agency, Xinjiang Guihe Technology Group and
Xinjiang Lu’an International Freight Co. - APP
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Arteta despair as Arsenal

Haris Rauf fined for
ICC Code of Conduct

stunned by Fleetwood

DNA

FLEETWOOD: Mikel Ar-
teta said Arsenal’s stun-
ning League Cup defeat
by fourth-tier Fleetwood
was “a very sad day” as the
Premier League champions
suffered one of the most
embarrassing results in
their history. Arteta’s side
crashed out 5-3 on penal-
ties in an incredible fourth
round upset after the tie
finished 1-1 in normal time.
Arsenal’s Bruno Guimaraes
had his penalty saved by
Jay Lynch in the shoot-out
and Conor Haughey scored
Fleetwood’s winner.

Aaron Loupalo-Bi's first-
half goal had put Fleetwood
ahead before Viktor Gyok-
eres equalized after the in-
terval. Arsenal’s 16-year-old
rising star Max Dowman
was sent off for violent con-
duct in the closing stages.
Arteta paid the price for pri-
oritising Sunday’s Premier
League trip to Liverpool as

his decision to make nine
changes backfired spectacu-
larly. The Gunners boss con-
ceded Arsenal could have
no complaints, admitting it
was a painful moment in his
reign. “First of all, congratu-
lations to Fleetwood for go-
ing through the next round.
The manner that they have
done it, and for us a very sad
day,” Arteta said.

“There is nothing to crit-
icize the players for their
attitude, their application.
“The determination, you
could see that was there
from the start, even with 10
men. But we conceded a re-
ally poor goal to start with
that gave them some mo-
mentum. “Obviously we have
so much of the ball, so many
chances, so many shots, and
if you want the margins to be
bigger than going to the pen-
alties, you need to capitalize
on that. And we didn’t.

“It’s football, that’s the
beauty of this competition.
It’s a very sad day.” Arsenal
had moved level on points

with Premier League lead-
ers Manchester City after
a 2-0 victory over Everton
on Saturday. But instead of
extending their run of 11
wins from their 13 previous
games, Arteta’s team re-
turned to north London red-
faced after a loss that ranks
among the darkest days in
the club’s glittering history.
“Zero problem atti-
tude-wise. Otherwise, [
would be here absolutely
fuming. I'm sad, I think we
are all sad. We have a mas-
sive responsibility to carry
this badge in the best possi-
ble way,” Arteta said.

“You don’t capitalize, then
you cannot go through to
the next round. Unfortu-
nately, we are out.” ‘I just
can’t believe it’ Although it
looked a harsh decision to
send off Dowman for aiming
a kick toward Harrison Neal,
Arteta was unimpressed
with the 16-year-old, giving
him a stern word as the mid-
fielder trudged off.
“Something that we dis-

cussed already before the
match,” Arteta said when
asked what he told Dow-
man. “It’s difficult to see
on the cameras like that,
so I prefer to watch it back
properly and then I can as-
sess the situation.”
Fleetwood made a mockery
of the 84 places between the
clubs in the English football
system with a defiant dis-
play that stopped Arsenal
establishing any momentum.
Their refusal to be overawed
by Arsenal’s star-power was
a tribute to Fleetwood boss
Matt Lawlor, who won the
tactical battle with Arteta by
sitting deep and attacking
on the counter. “I just can’t
believe it. The biggest night
in the club’s history in terms
of opposition coming to town
and we've managed to beat
the champions,” Lawlor said.
“We’re not stupid enough
and not egotistical enough
that you think we're going to
out-play the best team in the
country and the most organ-
ized team in the country.

Fleetwood and Hatton
among latest stars
confirmed for Aldar C’ship

breach during England
tri-series clash

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani fast bowler Haris Rauf has been
fined 20% of his match fee and handed an official reprimand
for breaching Level 1 of the International Cricket Council
(ICC) Code of Conduct during Sunday’s ODI against Eng-
land, the apex cricketing body said on Wednesday. Rauf
was found to have breached Article 2.2 of the ICC Code of
Conduct for Players and Player Support Personnel, which
concerns conduct contrary to the spirit of the game. The
pacer has also received one demerit point, taking his tally
to five following his third offence within a 24-month period.
The incident occurred at the end of the 46th over of Pakistan’s in-
nings when Rauf, positioned at the non-striker’s end, appealed for
a wide before engaging in an argument with England all-rounder
Will Jacks. Rauf raised his bat during the exchange and continued
the argument despite a warning from umpire Sharfuddoula Ibne
Shahid. He subsequently brushed past the umpire while walking
towards Jacks. Meanwhile, England have been fined 15% of their
match fee for maintaining a slow overrate during the match. The
visitors were found to be three overs short of the required rate
after time allowances were taken into account.

Under Article 2.22 of the ICC Code of Conduct, which
governs minimum over-rate offences, players are fined
5% of their match fee for every over their team fails
to bowl within the stipulated time. Rauf and England
captain Harry Brook admitted their respective offenc-
es and accepted the sanctions proposed by Jeff Crowe
of the Emirates ICC Elite Panel of Match Referees.
Consequently, no formal hearings were required.

Pakistani expert highlights lobal
South’s role In governance reform

DNA

ABU DHABI: Past champions Tommy Fleetwood and
Tyrrell Hatton will return to the Abu Dhabi Aldar Champi-
onship, staged by the DP World Tour and Abu Dhabi Sports
Council, from Nov. 5 to 8, alongside Major Champion Adam
Scott, as the DP World Tour Play-Offs get underway at Yas
Links next week. They join a stellar field featuring Race
to Dubai Rankings Delivered by DP World leader Eugenio
Chacarra, defending champion Aaron Rai, Major Champi-
ons Rory Mcllroy and Patrick Reed, and two-time DP World
Tour winner Casey Jarvis. With all five leading players in
the rankings confirmed, Abu Dhabi is set to play a pivotal
role in deciding who lifts the Harry Vardon Trophy.

Fleetwood will be chasing a third Abu Dhabi title, hav-
ing won in 2017 and 2018. His first victory featured a
chip-in eagle at the 10th as he edged Dustin Johnson
and Pablo Larrazabal by one shot. A closing 65 secured
his second title 12 months later. The Dubai resident
and World No. 7 went on to win the Race to Dubai in
2017 and the inaugural Dubai Invitational in 2024, be-
fore claiming the PGA Tour’s FedExCup last year. Hat-
ton, the 2021 Abu Dhabi champion, has five Rolex Se-
ries titles to his name, including victories at Abu Dhabi
Golf Club and the Hero Dubai Desert Classic in 2025.
Scott adds further Major-winning pedigree to the field.

BEIJING: Pakistan’s engagement in international
policy discussions is important as the Global South
seeks a greater role in shaping good governance.
This was stated by Khalid Taimur Akram, Executive
Director of the Pakistan Research Center for a Com-
munity with Shared Future (PRCCSF), while partic-
ipating in the Global Governance Forum (Xiong’an)
2026 in China, Gwadar Pro reported

He discussed the significance of the forum, held
from October 23 to 25 in Xiong’an New Area,
Hebei Province, which brought together govern-
ment officials, scholars, business leaders, diplo-
mats and representatives of international organ-
izations to discuss global governance reform and
international cooperation.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, a member of
the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of Chi-
na Central Committee, attended the opening cere-
mony and delivered a keynote address emphasiz-
ing multilateralism and international cooperation.
The discussions examined reform of the United
Nations, the World Trade Organization and inter-
national financial arrangements, with particular
attention to increasing the participation of devel-
oping countries in global decision-making.

For Pakistan, such platforms offer opportunities to
contribute to international policy discussions and
strengthen engagement with China and other coun-
tries on shared development priorities.

The forum also explored emerging challenges in
artificial intelligence (AI), cyberspace governance,
climate change and green development. China-
ASEAN discussions on Al governance focused on
regulatory coordination, capacity-building and the
role of technology in industrial development.
Participants also discussed the United Nations 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, international
trade, regional monetary cooperation and the grow-
ing role of the Global South in shaping global eco-
nomic policies. According to Akram, his participation
provided an opportunity to exchange perspectives on
multilateral cooperation, sustainable development
and the importance of dialogue among nations.

The forum also highlighted the role of research insti-
tutions and policy experts in fostering international
understanding. During visits to Xiong’an New Area,
participants learned about its urban development,
technological innovation and ecological governance in-

itiatives, gaining insights into the relationship between
effective planning and sustainable growth. - DNA
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ISLAMABAD: North Pun-
jab emerged champions of
the 9th National Mas-Wres-
tling Championship 2026,
securing the top position
with 88 points after thrilling
contests among 16 teams
from across Pakistan at Ha-
midi Hall, Pakistan Sports
Complex, Islamabad.
Islamabad finished run-
ners-up with 86 points, while
South Punjab secured third
position with 57 points in the
championship organised by
the Pakistan Mas-Wrestling
Federation (PMWF). The
event featured competitions
in 15 weight categories,
comprising eight men’s and
seven women’s events, show-
| casing the strength, skill
and competitive spirit of the
country’s emerging athletes.
The closing ceremony was
attended by Federal Min-
ister for National Heritage
and Culture Aurangzeb

Khan Khichi, Chairman of
the Kashmir Committee
Rana Muhammad Qasim
Noon, Federal Secretary
for Inter-Provincial Coordi-
nation Moheyudin Wani, Pa-
kistan Mas-Wrestling Fed-
eration Chairman Nawab
Furgan Khan, Olympian
Sadaf Siddiqui, Pakistan
Sports Board Deputy Di-
rector General Muhammad
Saeed, Chargé d’Affaires of
the Embassy of the Kyrgyz
Republic in Pakistan Aybek
along with other dignitaries
and sports personalities.

In the women’s competi-
tions, Tayyaba Zubair from
Wapda claimed the 55kg
title. Islamabad’s Khadija
secured gold in the 60kg
category, Mariam Sharif in
the 65kg event, Saiqa Riasat
in the 70kg category and
Ayesha Dilshad in the -75kg
event. Iqra Naseeb of Islam-
abad won the 75kg-plus title
after defeating Ayesha Khan
of Balochistan in the final.

In the men’s events, North

Punjabs Sadagat Ali won
gold in the 60kg category,
Zohaib Virk in the 65kg
event and Usama Butt in the
75kg category. Central Pun-
jab’s Fawad Ali secured the
70kg title, while Aurangzeb
won gold in the 80kg cate-
gory. WAPDA’s Muhammad
Asim claimed the 90kg title,
while South Punjab’s Ab-
mad Cheema won gold in
the 105kg category and Mu-
hammad Ahmad triumphed
in the 105kg-plus event.
Speaking on the occasion,
PMWF Chairman Nawab
Furqan Khan said that
Mas-Wrestling is a tradition-
al strength sport closely as-
sociated with our brotherly
country, Kyrgyzstan. The
sport is gaining momentum
in Pakistan, and our vision
is to provide athletes with
greater opportunities at
international competitions,
including World Champi-
onships, and establish Pa-
kistan among the leading
nations in this discipline.

Fmr
Brazilian

President
lands in US

From Pace 01
and then took a private jet
to the Ecuadorean city of
Guayaquil. From there,
they flew to Miami. Neither
Argentina’s presidency,
Ecuadorean ministries nor
Baires Fly, the operator of
the private jet, responded
to requests for comment.

PTTI to
contest
LB polls

From Pace 01
Malik Aamir had held more
than 25 meetings across
the three electoral con-
stituencies over the past
three days. It said that the
decision to participate in
the elections was taken af-
ter a series of online con-
sultations with around 400
office-bearers representing
the regional and district
organisations, eight town
organisations, all 125 union
councils, and various par-
ty wings and committees,
including the labour wing,
Insaf Students Federation,
youth, traders and wom-
en’s wings, the advisory
council, working committee
and core committee. Ac-
cording to the statement,
95pc of the office-bear-
ers consulted supported
contesting the elections.

Pakistan
bars Taiwan
airlines

FroMm PacGe 01

Taiwanese carriers began
rerouting flights over the
weekend, with China Air-
lines Ltd and Eva Airways
Corp no longer flying over
Pakistan since the morn-
ing of Oct 25, according to
flight-tracking data cited
by the report. At least a
dozen flights operated by
the two airlines between
Asia and Europe have flown
over Russia since Sunday,
according to Flightradar24
data. China Airlines and
Eva Air declined to com-
ment, while Taiwan’s Civil
Aviation Administration did
not comment on the rerout-
ing. It said, however, that it
had never banned carriers
from flying over Russia.
Pakistan’s restrictions are
stricter than those imposed
by mainland China, which
allows Taiwanese airlines
to fly over its territory, the
publication added. Beijing
considers Taiwan part of
its territory. Pakistan sev-
ered official relations with
Taiwan in 1951 in favour of
closer ties with China. It re-
mains unclear what prompt-
ed Pakistan’s decision. Air-
space restrictions, however,
can intensify during periods
of heightened geopolitical
tensions, the report said.

Al-Hilal
crushed by
Al-Shamal

DNA

ALKHOBAR: “Everyone
will get their chance to par-
ticipate and add value to the
team,” said Simone Inzaghi
in the pre-match press con-
ference for Al-Hilal's AFC
Champions League Elite
Matchday 3 clash against
Al-Shamal on Monday.
Indeed, Inzaghi brought
in a host of players in a
changed lineup after Al-Hi-
lal’s hard-fought victory
over Al-Qadsiah in the Sau-
di Pro League last Friday,
but it resulted in their
first-ever league stage de-
feat since the Elite edition
launched in 2024/25.

In goal, Gulf Cup star Mo-
hammed Al-Owais replaced
Yassine Bounou, while the
defense reverted to a back
three including Ali Lajami,
Yusuf Akcicek and Moteb
Al-Harbi. In midfield, Murad
Hawsawi joined Mohammed
Kanno, while Theo Hernan-
dez at left wing-back had the
young Sabri Dahal at right
wing-back. Up top played
Mohamed Kader Meite,
who was flanked by the re-
turning Salem Al-Dawsari
and Saimon Bouabre.
Immediately, Al-Shamal
capitalized on  Al-Hilal's
weaknesses. As early as the
eighth minute, Riyad Mahrez
slipped Mohamed Ali Ben
Romdhane in between the
lines before Wesley Said was
sent through on goal to fire
a powerful, pinpoint finish
past Al-Owais for the open-
er. AlDawsari marked his
first start since Saudi Ara-
bia’s final group stage match
against Cape Verde at the
2026 FIFA World Cup with an
equalizer in the 32nd minute.
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PSK stays
bullish, gains
over 1,269
points

ISLAMABAD: The bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) continued with bull-
ish momentum on Wednes-
day, gaining 1,269.55
points, a positive change
of 0.77 percent, to close at
165,736.76 points against
164,467.20 points record-
ed in the previous trading
session. The ready market
witnessed a trading volume
of 578.124 million shares,
compared to 401.969 mil-
lion shares traded in the
previous session, while the
traded value increased to
Rs 26.203 billion from Rs
18.069 billion.

Market capitalisation in-
creased to Rs 18.329 tril-
lion from Rs 18.214 trillion
recorded a day earlier.

Out of 496 companies that
traded in the ready mar-
ket, 269 posted gains, 180
suffered losses, while 47
remained unchanged.
Pervez Ahmed Co led the
volume chart with 58.321
million shares, followed by
TPL Properties with 38.349
million shares and Cnergyi-
co PK with 34.763 million
shares.

Among the top gainers,
Ghandhara Industries Lim-
ited surged by Rs 106.12 to
close at Rs 1,167.28, while
Rafhan Maize Products
Company Limited advanced
by Rs 70.86 to settle at Rs
8,408.05.

On the losing side, PIA
Holding Company LimitedB
declined by Rs 448.49 to
close at Rs 13,551.50, while
Khairpur Sugar Mills Limit-
ed fell by Rs 125.98 to Rs
1,133.86.

In the futures (DFC) mar-
ket, turnover stood at
422.813 million shares
with a traded value of Rs
17.391 billion, compared
with 455.777 million shares
worth Rs 14.653 billion in
the previous session.

Of 315 companies traded
in the DFC market, 209 ad-
vanced, 105 declined and 1
remained unchanged._APP

Gold prices
rise by
Rs3,500 per
tola

ISLAMABAD: Gold pric-
es witnessed an increase
in the domestic market
on Wednesday, with the
price of 24-karat gold per
tola rising by Rs3,500 to
Rs425,636, according to
rates issued by the All Paki-
stan Sarafa Gems and Jew-
ellers Association.
Similarly, the price of 10
grams of 24-karat gold
increased by Rs3,001 to
Rs364,914, while the price
of 10 grams of 22-karat
gold rose by Rs2,751 to
Rs334,516.

In the international market,
the price of gold increased
by $35 to $4,031 per ounce,
the association reported.
Meanwhile, the price of
silver per tola rose by Rs61
to Rs5,854, while the price
of 10 grams of 24-karat sil-
ver increased by Rs52 to
Rs5,018. The price of silver
in the international market
also registered an increase,
rising by $0.61 to $53.76
per._APP

Dubai varsity
develops
Al tools to
accelerate
hospital triage

DUBAIL: Dubai Medical
University is developing ar-
tificial intelligence systems
to speed up hospital triage,
guide first aid in remote
locations and flag potential
illnesses among students,
as it expands its healthcare
innovation program.

Hessa Yahya Lootah, head
of Al and innovation at
Dubai Medical University,
told Arab News the univer-
sity is working to develop
practical applications of Al
that could support health-
care professionals, improve
emergency response and
help identify potential
health concerns earlier.
One of the projects is the
Al Diagnostics Vital Chair,
which aims to optimize the
triage process in hospitals.
“Using Al technology, camer-
as and sensors, the chair can
measure a patient’s weight,
height, blood pressure, heart
rate, respiratory rate and
skin temperature, then con-
nect the information direct-
ly to the doctor. Our aim is
to make the process faster
while maintaining accuracy,”
explained Lootah._APP

Agri credit hits PKR 1.329t
with 3.5m borrowers

Steering Committee Access to Finance reviews progress across priority sectors

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb, chaired the sixth meeting of
the Access to Finance (A2F) Steering Com-
mittee at the Finance Division today to re-
view progress on expanding affordable and
inclusive financing across priority sectors,
including small and medium enterprises
(SMEs), agriculture, exports, housing, and
the Prime Minister’s flagship schemes,
including Apna Ghar, Zarkhez-e and the
Pakistan Accelerated Vehicle Electrifica-
tion (PAVE) Scheme.

The Committee underscored the impor-
tance of access to finance in supporting
economic inclusion, entrepreneurship,
job creation and poverty reduction. It re-
viewed progress on previously agreed ac-
tions and received updates from sectoral
and functional sub-committees, focusing
on implementation and remaining bottle-
necks.

On SME financing, the Committee noted
that outstanding financing had reached
PKR 1.148 trillion, including PKR 538
billion for small enterprises, as of Oc-
tober 23, 2026. The Committee also re-
viewed the Small and Medium Enterpris-
es Development Authority’s (SMEDA)
capacity-building roadmap, emphasizing
financial literacy, improved documenta-
tion, accounting support and digital tools
to enhance SME readiness for formal
financing. SMEDA was encouraged to
work closely with lenders and regulators
to provide coordinated support to SMEs.
The Committee reviewed agriculture fi-
nancing, with outstanding credit reach-
ing PKR 1.329 trillion and the number
of borrowers standing at approximately
3.5 million. Under the Prime Minister’s

Zarkhez-e: Asaan Zarai Qarza Scheme,
20,176 loan applications amounting to
PKR 8.674 billion had been approved,
while 6,132 collateral-free loans worth
approximately PKR 2.34 billion had
been disbursed to smallholder farmers.
Discussions also covered measures to
strengthen livestock and dairy financing
and expand private-sector participation
across agricultural value chains.

On housing finance,
noted that outstanding financing had
reached PKR 455 billion, serving 241,500
borrowers. Under the Prime Minister’s
Apna Ghar Program, 86,896 applications
involving PKR 511 billion in financing had
been approved, while 15,584 loans worth

the Committee

approximately PKR 91 billion had been
disbursed. The Committee discussed
measures to accelerate disbursements
and address housing supply constraints,
including financing for builders, devel-
opers and under-construction projects.
The Committee also reviewed imple-
mentation of the Pakistan Accelerated
Vehicle Electrification (PAVE) Scheme,
aimed at promoting affordable electric
two- and three-wheeler mobility. Under
the scheme, 21,918 applications involv-
ing approximately PKR 3.06 billion in
financing had been approved. A total
of 5,506 loans worth PKR 1.093 bil-
lion had been disbursed, while 3,263
electric vehicles had been delivered

to customers. The Committee further
reviewed digital initiatives to improve
credit assessment and lending, in-
cluding ongoing pilots for SME credit
scoring and exporter financing. The
Finance Minister emphasized secure,
consent-based data sharing, appropri-
ate confidentiality safeguards and time-
ly resolution of data-linkage issues to
facilitate wider adoption of digital and
cash-flow-based lending.

Legal and regulatory measures to
strengthen the financing framework
were also discussed, with emphasis on
improving recovery mechanisms, ad-
dressing lending risks and facilitating
financing for underserved segments.

Zikria stresses
data-driven
economic
planning

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI), Mohammad Zikria Akbar Zia, has
proposed the development of an Islamabad City Economic
Competitiveness Index to assess the federal capital’s econom-
ic strengths, investment potential, infrastructure efficiency
and overall business environment.

Talking to different visiting delegation of business leaders on
Wednesday, he said that Islamabad must move beyond con-
ventional urban development and adopt a modern, data-driven
economic framework to strengthen its position as a competi-
tive investment destination.

He emphasized that the economic success of a city should be
measured not merely by its physical infrastructure but by its
ability to attract productive investment, promote industrial
and commercial activities, create employment opportunities
and facilitate sustainable business growth.

He suggested that the proposed index should evaluate key
indicators, including ease of doing business, regulatory effi-
ciency, investment facilitation, digital connectivity, transport
and logistics, access to finance, skilled human resources and
entrepreneurship. Such an initiative, he observed, could pro-
vide valuable guidance to policymakers and investors while
helping Islamabad realize its untapped economic potential.
Senior Vice President ICCI, Mohammad Ashfaq Hussain
Chatha proposed that the Islamabad City Economic Compet-
itiveness Index should serve as a practical tool for identifying
major challenges and recommending measurable solutions.
He emphasized the importance of closer coordination among
the Capital Development Authority, relevant government de-
partments, regulatory institutions and business stakeholders
to ensure timely facilitation of investors and entrepreneurs.
Vice President ICCI, Mohammad Waqas Khan Swati said
that the federal capital possessed considerable potential
to emerge as a centre for technology-driven enterprises,
professional services, startups and knowledge-based eco-
nomic activities He stressed that visiting foreign business
delegations should be provided with reliable information
about investment opportunities, potential joint ventures
and suitable local business partners to encourage meaning-
ful commercial cooperation and technology transfer. The
visiting business leaders appreciated the importance of
evidence-based economic planning and discussed opportu-
nities for strengthening business-to-business engagement,
investment facilitation and institutional cooperation.—DNA

Climate change must
be declared ‘global
health emergency’

. Romanello said this year for the first time the researchers’ work
was complicated by the disappearance of certain data sources, par-
ticularly from the United States, such as fossil fuel subsidies, which

have not been made public by the US authorities

PARIS, France: Climate change must be declared a “global health emergency” to shape governments’ policies after heat
caused three million deaths between 2016 and 2023, a report in The Lancet said Wednesday.

Published by the British medical journal ahead of the COP 31 climate summit in November, the 10th edition of the report
brought together 146 researchers from 30 countries to assess the impact of climate change on the health of the world’s
population. It said there were a record 710,000 heat-related deaths in 2023 with more than 70 percent of that toll linked
to human-caused climate change. Marina Romanello, the executive director of the health and climate research project
Lancet Countdown, said there were “three million heat-related deaths globally in an eight-year span since the Paris Agree-
ment” of 2015. “That’s roughly equivalent to the entire population of Wales being wiped out in the space of eight years
due to heat,” she told a news conference. And “68 percent of those deaths are directly attributable to climate change.”
The legally binding international climate treaty adopted in the French capital aimed to limit global warming to well below
2C and pursue efforts to keep it to 1.5C compared to pre-industrial levels.

Romanello said the global health emergency due to climate change should have “an integrated approach so that we’re not
responding to emergency after emergency.” Instead she called for “a cohesive long-term response that builds resilience,
builds capacities, and builds the possibilities of countries to avoid further emergencies moving forward.” To determine
the share of deaths attributable to warming caused by human activity, the researchers compiled the number of heat-relat-
ed deaths recorded by states, then subtracted those that would have occurred in the absence of climate change, said Pro-
fessor Ollie Jay of the University of Sydney. Jay said the intensity and frequency of periods of intense heat were amplified
by climate change, pointing out that last year an extreme drought affected more than half of the world’s land surface for
at least one month. By reducing worker productivity, warming has cost the global economy more than one trillion dollars

per year over the past three years, the researchers said.

Southeast Asia and Africa, the hardest-hit regions, are estimated to have lost the equivalent of 3.9 percent and 3.2
percent of their GDP, compared with 0.2 percent for Europe and 1.5 percent for the Americas. However there has
been concrete progress in some areas. Since 2016, 56 of the WHO’s 194 member states have adapted their health
and early-warning systems to anticipate extreme events. Investment in clean energy reached $2.1 trillion in 2025
— double that of the amount invested in fossil fuels, which cause climate change. However fossil fuels still account
for 80 percent of global energy, causing air pollution that results in 2.73 million deaths per year, the study said.
Meanwhile, roughly 323,000 deaths have been avoided in “at least” 77 countries where air pollution from fossil fuels
has fallen since 2016, according to the report. Although funding for climate-related medical research has increased
sevenfold to reach $316 million in 2024, 84 percent of these funds go to researchers in wealthy countries, even
though the least developed nations are the most affected by the growing climate-related health threats. Romanello
said this year for the first time the researchers’ work was complicated by the disappearance of certain data sources,
particularly from the United States, such as fossil fuel subsidies, which have not been made public by the US author-
ities. And for the past two years, global geopolitical instability has pushed global warming and its health impact into
the background, she said, stressing that inaction was exacerbating the situation.—DNA

Shaza for collaborative efforts
to ensure kids’ online safety

Shaza Fatima Khawaja said
responsibility for children’s
online safety could not rest
solely with the government,
technology platforms or parents,
but required coordinated efforts
involving policymakers, the
private sector, international
partners, civil society, educators
and young people

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information Technology and Tel-
ecommunication, Shaza Fatima Khawaja on Wednesday called
for coordinated efforts by the government, technology com-
panies, parents and civil society to ensure a safe digital
environment for children and young people.

Addressing the Digital Tahaffuz Summit, she said the grow-
ing role of digital platforms in communication, education,
healthcare, entertainment and access to information had
made it imperative to protect children from online harms.
She said the online safety of children in Pakistan was a
matter of serious concern and stressed the need to strike a
balance between protecting young users and ensuring their
access to emerging technologies.

The minister said an outright ban on social media for
children could push them towards alternative means of
accessing such platforms. She emphasised the need for
effective age-assurance mechanisms in collaboration with
social media companies, saying these could strengthen

the implementation of existing safeguards for children and
teenagers. Shaza Fatima Khawaja said responsibility for
children’s online safety could not rest solely with the
government, technology platforms or parents, but re-
quired coordinated efforts involving policymakers, the
private sector, international partners, civil society,
educators and young people. She appreciated Meta’s

engagement and responsiveness, saying continued
dialogue with technology companies that took their
policy guidelines and local compliance obligations
seriously was essential to maintaining constructive
relationships. The minister said online safety must be
built into technology platforms from the outset rather

than treated as an afterthought or addressed only after con-
cerns arose. She also called for greater public awareness
of online risks, particularly in areas beyond major urban
centres, and urged technology companies with extensive
reach, including Meta, to take proactive measures to ed-
ucate children and parents about online safety. Acknowl-
edging awareness campaigns conducted by the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA), she said social media
campaigns alone had limitations in reaching all sections
of society. She stressed that awareness initiatives should
reach communities across the country and help parents
and children understand the safeguards available to them
and how to use them effectively.—DNA

LONDON: The world’s top
consumer goods and food
companies, from Coca-Cola
and Procter & Gamble to Nes-
tle and Reckitt, have warned of
further price hikes next year
to cover rising costs even as
shoppers remain reluctant to
splurge on groceries.

Higher energy, raw material
and freight costs as a result
of the US war on Iran mean
that the companies making
everything from laundry deter-
gent to soda and snacks face a
balancing act to protect profit
margins.

Even higher prices on every-
day items will fuel concerns
that inflation will persist into
next year. High gas and gro-
cery bills are a big factor in
next week’s US midterm elec-
tions.

Soaring costs related to the
war are the latest headache
for consumer goods, food and
drink companies, which have
struggled with lacklustre sales
since the pandemic, as shop-
pers have baulked at increas-
ingly expensive name-brand
packaged food.

Last year, they had to contend
with tariffs on imported goods
imposed by US President Don-
ald Trump.

“Pricing is the last lever these
companies have left, and
they’re pulling it into a con-
sumer who’s already tapped
out on paying more,” said Da-
vid Wagner, head of equity and
portfolio manager at PepsiCo.
investor Aptus Capital Advis-
ers. On Tuesday, Coca-Cola
CEO Henrique Braun said
pressure on consumers could
extend into 2027.

“We are seeing elevated
cost pressures ... driven by
increased logistics and trans-
portation costs,” he said as
the company raised its annual
profit forecast.

Consumers in Europe and
North America are particularly
squeezed, said Reckitt CEO
Kris Licht. He said compa-
nies must decide how much
of the cost increase to pass on
through pricing and how much
to offset with more promotion-
al spending, “We will probably
have to price more at this level
of commodity costs and input
costs,” Licht said after the Du-
rex maker trimmed its annual
revenue forecast, sending its
shares down around 5 percent
on Tuesday.—APP

Syria, Iraq
pledge
stronger
security coop

DUBAL Iraqi Prime Minister
Ali Faleh Al-Zaidi was received
by Syrian President Ahmad Al
Sharaa at Damascus Interna-
tional Airport on Wednesday,
as the two countries seek to
strengthen political, economic
and security cooperation.
Al-Sharaa said Syria was com-
mitted to achieving the high-
est levels of cooperation with
Iraq, while Al-Zaidi said the
two countries were working to
strengthen security coopera-
tion, coordinate regional posi-
tions and develop their part
nership across various fields.
The two leaders are holding
talks on bilateral relations
and ways to expand coopera-
tion, followed by an expanded
meeting of their delegations to
discuss joint initiatives serving
the shared interests of both
countries and their peoples.
Ahead of the visit, Al-Sharaa
said Syria and Iraq had a histor-
ic opportunity to deepen ties,
strengthen state institutions
and build strong economies
capable of protecting their
shared interests.

In an interview with Iraq’s Di-
jlah TV on Tuesday, Al-Sharaa
highlighted opportunities to
expand cooperation in trade,
energy, agriculture, water and
transport, describing Syria as
a strategic gateway for Iraq to
the Mediterranean and West-
ern markets.

He called for linking Iraq’s
Grand Faw Port to Syria’s Tar-
tus Port and improving land
transport routes connecting
the two countries with regional
markets. Trade and transport
between Syria and Iraq have
grown rapidly over the past six
to seven months, with more
than 100,000 transit trucks
and 40,000 import and export
trucks crossing between the
countries, he said. Al-Sharaa
also highlighted plans to ex
pand energy cooperation,
including oil pipeline projects,
refinery development and the
rehabilitation of related infra-
structure. He said rebuilding
pipelines to Syria’s Baniyas
port would benefit both coun-
tries, adding that Iraqi invest-
ment in Syria had already
begun in sectors including
cement. On political and se-
curity issues, Al-Sharaa urged
support for AlZaidi’s efforts to
combat corruption and ensure
that weapons remain under
state control. _APP
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US costs of
Iran war rise
to over
$47 hillion

WASHINGTON: The US
military has spent over $47
billion so far to prosecute
the war in Iran, more than
25 percent higher than the
Defense Department’s es-
timate in July, according to
Pentagon data obtained by
Reuters. The Pentagon did
not immediately respond to
a request for comment on
its estimate, which has not
been shared publicly.

The disclosure about the
rising cost of the Iran war
comes as Republicans wres-
tle with the political fallout
of the unpopular conflict
ahead of the November 3
election that will determine
control of Congress for the
next two years.

The war’s impact on global
energy costs has weighed
on support for Republi-
can candidates and hurt
President Donald Trump’s
approval ratings. Trump’s
Republican Party holds a
narrow majority in both
chambers of Congress.

The Pentagon’s latest
estimate was tied to the
operational costs of car-
rying out the war, with
a projected cost of more
than $29 billion to replace
expended munitions used
in the conflict. More than
$6 billion would be need-
ed to replace military
equipment and so-called
“platform losses,” which
include the loss of aircraft
including many drones lost
during the war.

Trump launched the Iran
war jointly with Israel in
February, predicting that
the conflict would last a
short time. Trump’s ini-
tial strategy in the Iran
war focused on first using
expensive, high-end pre-
cision missiles to bomb
Iran’s defenses so it could
later use less expensive
munitions, including grav-
ity bombs like the air-
launched JDAMs, which
are plentiful. - APP

Centre
plans $18bn
investment for
strategic water
infrastructure
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ISLAMABAD:Pakistan
plans to increase water-use
efficiency from the current
40% to 70% and raise water
availability at farm gates
from 58.3 million acre-feet
(MAF) to 79 MAF by 2029,
requiring an estimated $18
billion in federal financing
over the next decade for
strategic water infrastruc-
ture, according to a Plan-
ning Commission report.

The National Water Se-
curity framework under
URAAN Pakistan envisages
major reforms in irrigation
management, reservoir
development, flood pro-
tection and groundwater
regulation to address the
country’s worsening water
scarcity. The report sets
a target of increasing wa-
ter storage capacity from
the existing 15.318 MAF
to 23.54 MAF by 2029.

Iran reviewing Qatari
proposal to end conflict

Sources close to the talks said the latest proposal comes at a particularly sensitive
moment, amid growing concerns that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
could authorize renewed military action against Iran in the coming days
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TEHRAN: Iran is reviewing a new draft
agreement presented by Qatari mediators
aimed at ending the ongoing confrontation
involving the United States and Israel, with
a response from Tehran expected by the end
of the week, according to an official familiar
with the negotiations. The proposal was de-
livered to Iranian authorities on Sunday as
diplomatic efforts accelerated to prevent a
further escalation of tensions in the region.
Qatar has been playing a key mediating role
between the parties, seeking to establish a
framework that could halt hostilities and
pave the way for broader discussions on
regional security and stability.

Sources close to the talks said the latest
proposal comes at a particularly sensitive

moment, amid growing concerns that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu could
authorize renewed military action against
Iran in the coming days. The possibility of
another round of attacks has heightened
anxiety among regional governments and
international stakeholders who fear that a
wider conflict could destabilize the Middle
East and disrupt global energy markets.
The official briefed on the negotiations
said the draft agreement contains several
proposals designed to reduce tensions, al-
though specific details have not been pub-
licly disclosed. Iranian officials are report-
edly examining the terms carefully before
providing a formal response.

Diplomatic sources indicated that Qatar
has maintained continuous communi-
cation with both Western and regional
actors in an effort to bridge differences

and secure commitments that could lead
to a durable ceasefire. The Gulf state has
previously served as a mediator in sever-
al regional disputes and is viewed as one
of the few actors with open channels of
communication across competing sides.
Analysts say Tehran’s response will
be closely watched by Washington, Tel
Aviv, and other regional capitals. Any
indication that Iran is prepared to en-
gage with the proposal could create
momentum for further negotiations,
while a rejection may increase fears of
renewed military confrontation.

The diplomatic push comes after months of
heightened tensions that have fueled con-
cerns over regional security and the risk
of miscalculation by rival parties. Interna-
tional observers have repeatedly called for
restraint, warning that further escalation

could have farreaching consequences be-
yond the immediate conflict zone.

For now, attention remains focused on
Tehran, where officials are expected to fi-
nalize their position on the proposal within
days. The outcome of Iran’s deliberations
may prove decisive in determining wheth-
er diplomacy can avert another dangerous
phase in the crisis or whether the region
faces the prospect of renewed conflict.
Meanwhile, Egypt’s Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty said on Wednesday that he held
discussions on the phone recently with his
Saudi Arabia counterpart Prince Faisal bin
Farhan on developments in the region and
efforts to deescalate tensions.

On his X account, he said they spoke
about “efforts to contain the current cri-
sis and prevent escalation,” and “contin-
ue close consultation and coordination.”

Cyclone Arnab
lashes India coast,
no deaths reported

NEW DELHI: Ferocious winds and torren-
tial rain lashed India’s southeastern coast
after a cyclone made landfall on Wednes-
day, but there were no initial reports of
deaths, a top official said. Cyclone Arnab
hit southestern Andhra Pradesh state as a
“very severe cyclonic storm”, with winds
of 115-125 kilometres (71-77 miles) per
hour and gusts reaching 140 kph, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) said
in an update at 0830 am (0300 GMT). It
warned of flash floods along the coast
between Bapatla and Visakhapatnam.
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu said there had been
no reported deaths from the storm, con-
gratulating government officers who had
“worked tirelessly throughout the night”.
Naidu “expressed satisfaction that no loss
of life occurred due to the proactive meas-
ures taken”, his office said in a statement
on Wednesday morning. Around 50,000
people were told to move to safer areas
in Andhra Pradesh and another 48,000 in
neighbouring Odisha state. - APP

Security forces kill nine
India-sponsored terrorists

in Balochistan IBOs

Seven terrorists killed in Kachhi, two in Wadh during
intelligence-based operations, says military's media wing

QUETTA: Security forces killed nine terrorists in two intelli-
gence-based operations in Balochistan's Kachhi and Wadh districts,
the military's media wing said on Wednesday. The operations were
conducted on October 26 following reports of the presence of ter-
rorists belonging to the Indian proxy, Fitna al-Hindustan, the In-
ter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement.

In the first operation in Kachhi district, security forces busted a terror-
ist hideout following an exchange of fire, killing seven India-sponsored
terrorists, according to the ISPR. In a separate operation in Wadh
district, security forces tracked and intercepted the movement of ter-
rorists. An intense exchange of fire resulted in the killing of two more
India-backed terrorists, the statement said. Weapons and ammunition
were recovered from the terrorists killed in both operations, the mili-
tary's media wing added. The ISPR said sanitisation operations were

underway to eliminate any other terrorists found in the areas.

It added that the relentless counterterrorism campaign under the vision
of Azm-eIstehkam, approved by the Federal Apex Committee on the
National Action Plan, would continue at full pace. The campaign aims
to eliminate the menace of foreign-sponsored and supported terrorism
from the country, the statement said. Pakistan has witnessed a sharp
rise in cross-border terrorist incidents, particularly in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Balochistan, since the Afghan Taliban returned to power in
2021. Pakistan recorded its highest monthly number of militant attacks
in 12 years during September 2026. Islamabad has repeatedly urged
Kabul to prevent its territory from being used by militant organisations
to carry out attacks inside Pakistan. Pakistan maintains that the Afghan
Taliban regime has failed to take effective action against groups respon-
sible for attacks on Pakistani security forces and civilians. - APP

At least 64 people killed
in Spain as two high-

speed trains collide

“Traffic on the Madrid-Andalusia high-speed rail
line has been suspended following a rear-end
collision between two trains,” rail operator Adif
said in a message posted on X on Wednesday.
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MADRID: Rescue workers in Spain on
Wednesday were scouring the wreckage for
more bodies at the crash scene where at
least 64 people were killed when two high-
speed trains collided, in the second deadly
railway accident in the country this year.
“We are speaking of approximately 64
(dead), but this is probably going to grow
even more,” the leader of the central
region of Castilla-La Mancha, Emiliano
Garcia-Page, told reporters at the scene,
raising a previous toll of 31.

Evacuated passengers streamed along a
road near the scene, some splattered with
blood or with their wounds bandaged, oth-
ers wheeling suitcases and being given
water by volunteers who said it had been
donated from neighbouring towns.
Hundreds of ambulances, funeral home

vans and helicopters were parked next to
a train with several carriages sitting on
an elevated section of track while twisted
metal, broken panels and wreckage could
be seen strewn across an embankment
beneath the line where at least three car-
riages had plunged. The accident comes
after a collision between two high-speed
trains in southern Spain in January re-
sulted in the deaths of 46 people. That
crash in January, which occurred after
a train derailed and smashed into an
oncoming train near Adamuz, in Cor-
doba province, triggered a debate
about the level of investment in rail-
way maintenance in recent years.

A Renfe and an Iryo train crashed just
after 9am (1pm PKT), causing two Iryo
wagons to derail, a government spokes-
person for the Castilla La Mancha region
said, adding that the cause and number of
injuries were still being determined.

Chief of Kuwait naval force
meets I'alustan Naw chief
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RAWALPINDI: Major General (Navy) Saif Abdulhadi Al-
hamlan, Commander Kuwait Naval Force, called on Admi-
ral Naveed Ashraf, NI, NI (M), T Bt, Chief of the Naval
Staff, at Naval Headquarters (NHQ), Islamabad.

Upon arrival at NHQ, the visiting dignitary was

presented Guard of Honour by a smartly turned-out
contingent of Pakistan Navy. During the meeting,

matters of mutual interest, regional maritime se-

curity environment and avenues for strengthening
bilateral naval cooperation were discussed.

The visit underscores the longstanding brotherly
ties between Pakistan and Kuwait and shared com-
mitment to regional maritime peace and stability.

Lahore again ranks world’s
most polluted major city

LAHORE: Lahore was ranked the world’s most polluted major city on Wednesday
morning as smog thickened over the city with the onset of colder weather. In the
past few years, air pollution has become one of the most pressing public health and
environmental crises facing Pakistan. Various cities of the country, most notably La-
hore, deal with smog, especially in the winter months. The phenomenon is attributed
mainly to industrial emissions, vehicular pollution, stubble burning and air movement.
According to the live air quality ranking published by Swiss air quality monitoring
platform IQAir, Lahore recorded an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 296 at 10am on October
28, placing it at the top of the list of the world’s major cities. - APP

Turkey hosts
Libya talks

ISTANBUL: Turkiye hosted
talks between Libya’s east-
ern and western adminis-
trations last week with an
ultimate goal of reunifying
them, but no agreement
has emerged, a senior Turk-
ish official familiar with the
talks told Wednesday.
“Discussions have so far fo-
cused primarily on military
unification, while political
unity is expected to be ad-
dressed at a later stage,”
the official said.

The talks, which took place
in the capital Ankara, were
attended by military offi-
cials from Libya’s eastern
and western administrations
as well as diplomats, the
source said, adding that Tur-
kiye was acting as a media-
tor between the two sides.
Beset by instability since
the 2011 overthrow of
Muammar Qaddafi, Libya is
divided between a UN-rec-
ognized government in
Tripoli and a rival adminis-
tration in the east backed by
military commander Khali-
fa Haftar. Turkiye strongly
backed the Tripoli-based
government during Libya’s
years of conflict, but ties
with eastern authorities have
warmed significantly in re-
cent years after a long period
of hostility. Ankara is one of
the rare countries involved
in Libya that maintains ties
with both sides. - APP

Afghan Taliban
mortar fire

kills 1 civilian

ISLAMABAD: Afghan Talib-
an forces fired mortars into
a former Pakistani Taliban
stronghold in restive north-
western Pakistan, killing a ci-
vilian and wounding five oth-
ers, a Pakistani government
official said early Wednesday.
The shelling damaged
shops in a bazaar in South
Waziristan, a district in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province
along the Afghan border,
a local government admin-
istrator said on X. He said
Pakistani forces along the
border were responding
“effectively and heavily.”
There was no immediate
comment from Kabul, and it
was unclear what triggered
the exchange of fire.

The clash came days after
Islamabad urged Kabul to
take verifiable action against
militants it accuses of using
Afghan territory to launch
attacks inside Pakistan.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Gov.
Faisal Karim Kundi con-
demned what he described
as unprovoked Afghan Tali-
ban aggression against civil-
ian homes and the Angoor
Adda bazaar in Lower South
Waziristan. - Agencies
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