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Students’ facilitation

PM Shehbaz launches
scheme to distribute

500,000 Chromebooks

500,000 Chromebooks to be distributed to students in
two years, says prime minister at launching ceremony

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Sun-
day launched the Prime Minister’s Youth Chromebook
Scheme, under which 500,000 refurbished Chromebooks
and accompanying internet devices will be distributed to
talented students across Pakistan over the next two years.
The launch ceremony, held in Islamabad, also saw the
prime minister personally hand over laptops, MiFi devices,
and bags to high-performing Grade 9 students from public
schools as well as students enrolled in religious seminaries.
Speaking at the event, PM Shehbaz described Pakistan’s
students as the country’s real and most valuable asset.

He said the nation was beginning a new journey aimed
at empowering its youth and expanding their access
to modern education and technology. “In the past, the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz distributed 600,000
laptops in 10 years. Now, 500,000 Chromebooks will be
distributed in two years,” he stated. He emphasized that
talent, hard work, and academic ability must not be re-
stricted by wealth or poverty, and that selection under
the scheme would be based solely on merit.

The prime minister highlighted the need to equip young
people with the knowledge and skills required to meet con-
temporary challenges and compete globally. He noted that
the Chromebooks, which run on Google’s Chrome OS and
are well-suited for online learning, research, and digital
assignments, would help students access e-libraries, at-
tend remote classes, and continue their education from
home. Officials confirmed that each recipient will also
receive a MiFi internet device and a bag.

According to Prime Minister’s Youth Programme Chairman
Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan, each internet connection is
expected to benefit up to five family members, potentially ex-
tending digital access to an estimated 2.5 million people nation-
wide. Prior to the prime minister’s address, Rana Mashhood
said the Tokyo Technology Care Foundation, led by Rashid
Minhas, had taken practical steps through a partnership with
the government to provide these digital facilities to 500,000
Pakistani students. He added that overseas Pakistanis had re-
gained confidence in the incumbent government and were keen
to contribute to the country’s development. Mashhood further
noted that the prime minister had taken concrete measures
to empower young people and ensure equal opportunities.

Continued on Page 06

Middle East tensions

Briefs

Shadab steals
victory for

Pak in ODI

SporTS DESK

LAHORE: Shadab Khan
smashed his  maiden
ODI century and forged
a match-winning 89-run
partnership with Haris
Rauf for the last wicket
to propel Pakistan to a

Iran: resumption
of war would not
change its stances

An April 8 ceasefire between Iran and the United States
put an end to the most intense fighting, apart from
sporadic exchanges of fire in and around the strategic
Strait of Hormuz, a key route for global energy supplies

thrilling one-wicket vic-
tory over England in the
ODI tri-series clash at La-
hore’s Gaddafi Stadium on
Sunday. Chasing 242, the
Green Shirts reached the
target in 47.1 overs, with
Shadab remaining unbeat-
en on 113 to secure Paki-
stan’s place in the final.
Pakistan’s innings got off
to a disastrous start when
Gus Atkinson dismissed
Fakhar Zaman for 10 off
18 balls in the fifth over.

NEews DESK

TEHRAN: Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said on Sunday that a potential re-
sumption of war with Israel and the United
States would not change his country’s posi-
tions. The remarks come amid mounting US
and Israeli threats of renewed attacks on Iran,
as President Donald Trump said on Friday
that Washington “may do another little Epic
Fury,” referring to the USIsraeli campaign
on Iran that began on February 28. “Recent-
ly, there has been talk of a new war, but I am
already thinking about the post-war period.

Continued on Page 06

‘Houthis have combined
the tools of all terrorist
organizations’

NEews DEsk

SANAA: The head of the Yemeni Pres-
idential Leadership Council, Rashad
Al-Alimi, affirmed that the targeting of
civilian airports and residential neigh-
borhoods by the Houthi militia and de-
priving their inhabitants of water, food,
and medicine reveals the nature of

Continued on Page 06

Obama blasts
Trump for his
failed policies
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Iran says
border with
Pak open

DNA

TEHRAN: Iran has said
its border with Pakistan
remains open and there
are currently no restric-
tions on the export of
Iranian goods, including
liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG), to the country.

Iranian Ambassador to
Pakistan Reza  Amiri
Moghadam issued the
clarification amid reports
concerning the closure of
the Iranian border, saying
Tehran had imposed no
restrictions on exports
to Pakistan. “Iran’s bor-
ders with all its neigh-
bouring countries re-
main open,” the envoy
said in a statement on X.
“Under the prevailing cir-
cumstances, it would be
neither logical nor in the
interests of either side for
Iran to close its borders to
its immediate neighbours,
particularly brotherly Paki-
stan,” he added. Moghad-
am,however, pointed
towards changes in Paki-
stan’s E-Form procedure
for imports from Iran, say-
ing they had created a situ-
ation in which traders were
“effectively and literally un-
able to dispatch cargo from
Iran to Pakistan”. He said
consultations with the Pa-
kistani side were current-
ly underway to address

Continued on Page 06

Iranian
sailors seek
medical
treatment

NEews DESK

TEHRAN: At least 40 Ira-
nian sailors from US-sanc-
tioned oil tankers anchored
just outside Sri Lanka’s ter-
ritorial waters have sought
urgent medical treatment
on the island, officials
said on Sunday. The mer-
chant sailors were brought
ashore through the port of
Galle, 115 kilometres (72
miles) south of the capital
Colombo, over the week-
end, officials said.

Sri Lanka’s foreign ministry
confirmed that it had coor-
dinated the ship-to-shore
transfer of Iranian sailors in
need of urgent care.

“We have coordinated the
transfer and carried out
our humanitarian obliga-
tions,” ministry spokesman
Thushara Rodrigo told me-
dia. The costs were borne
by the Iranian embassy.
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Mohammad Ishaq Dar meeting the Ambassador of the People’s Republic
of China, H.E. Jiang Zaidong, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. — DNA

Ambassador Zaidong meets Dar

Pakistan, China review
CPEC progress and
regional developments

Pakistan and China continue to
maintain close diplomatic engagement,
reflecting the strength and depth of
their longstanding strategic partnership

SarruLLAH ANsAR / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ish-
aq Dar met with the Ambassador of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, H.E. Jiang Zaidong,
in Islamabad on Sunday to review bilateral
cooperation and discuss regional develop-
ments. During the meeting, Deputy Prime
Minister Dar appreciated the continued
progress in the Pakistan-China all-weather
strategic cooperative partnership.

He highlighted the importance of ongo-
ing collaboration under the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC), as well
as cooperation in connectivity, trade and

investment, agricultural modernization,
and people-to-people exchanges.

The foreign minister underscored
the significance of sustained
high-level interactions between the
two countries to further advance
the Pakistan-China Community of
Shared Future in the New Era.

The two sides also exchanged views on
regional developments and reaffirmed
the importance of dialogue and diploma-
cy in promoting sustainable peace, sta-
bility, and prosperity across the region.
Pakistan and China continue to maintain
close diplomatic engagement, reflecting
the strength and depth of their long-
standing strategic partnership.

Key militant commander
killed in Balochistan IBO

Killed Fitna al-Khawarij terrorist had Rs2.5 million
bounty on his head, say security sources

STAFF REPORT

QUETTA: Security forces killed a key
militant commander during an intel-
ligence-based operation (IBO) in Ba-
lochistan's Qila Saifullah district, security
sources said on Sunday. The killed terrorist
was identified as Adil Shah, alias Darvesh,
who was affiliated with Fitna al-Khawarij
terrorist group since December 2020, ac-
cording to security sources.

Security sources said that Shah had been
overseeing the terrorist outfit's financial af-
fairs since 2024, adding that he also helped
provide accommodation to non-local mili-

tants in Zhob, Sherani and Shaban districts.
The killed militant commander was involved
in attacks on security forces and kidnapping
for ransom during 2022 and 2023, the sourc-
es said. The sources further said that 19 cases
had been registered against the militant com-
mander in anti-terrorism courts, while a boun-
ty of Rs2.5 million had also been announced
for information leading to his capture.

The operation was part of security forces'
operations in Balochistan under Operation
Radd-ul-Fitna 3, security sources said. Paki-
stan has witnessed a sharp rise in cross-bor-
der terrorist incidents, particularly in

Continued on Page 06

SiX terrorists killed,
2 soldiers martyred

Weapons, ammunition
recovered from terrorists during
operation in Zarkani area

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Security forces killed six terrorists
while two soldiers were martyred during an intel-
ligence-based operation (IBO) in Dera Ismail Khan
district, the military’s media wing said. The opera-
tion was conducted in the general area of Zarkani on
October 24 following reports about the presence of
terrorists belonging to the “Indian proxy, Fitna Al
Khwarij”, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR)
said in a statement. “Owing to meticulous conduct
of operation by security forces, six Indian-sponsored
khwarij were sent to hell,” the ISPR said.

However, an intense exchange of fire also resulted in
the martyrdom of 36-year-old Naik Ghulam Murtaza, a
resident of Gujrat district, and 30-year-old Sepoy Ta-
seer Ahmed, a resident of Talagang district.

The ISPR said the two soldiers “fought gallantly, paid
the ultimate sacrifices and embraced shahadat”.
Weapons and ammunition were also recovered from the
slain terrorists, according to the military’s media wing.

It said the terrorists had been actively involved in nu-
merous attacks against security forces and law enforce-
ment agencies, as well as the killing of civilians.

A sanitisation operation was underway to eliminate any
other terrorists found in the area, the statement added.
The ISPR said the counterterrorism campaign under
the “Azm-e-Istehkam” vision, as approved by the Feder-
al Apex Committee on the National Action Plan, would
continue “at full pace” to eliminate foreign-sponsored
and supported terrorism. “Such sacrifices of our brave
soldiers further reinforce our unwavering commitment
of safeguarding our nation at all costs,” it added.
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SWABI: Governor Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi on Sunday
said strengthened coor-
dination with the federal
government was a positive
development for the prov-
ince, adding that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s challeng-
es could only be resolved
through close cooperation
with the federation.
Talking to media during
his visit to the Panj Pir
congregation in Swabi,
the Governor said promot-
ing cordial and brotherly
relations with the federa-
tion and other provinces
remained among his top
priorities.

He said all stakeholders
must jointly fight terror-
ism, stressing that collec-
tive efforts were essential
to overcome the security
challenges facing the prov-
ince.

Governor Kundi said the
anti-encroachment drive
should be carried out im-
partially and strictly in
accordance with the law,
adding that the rule of law
must first be applied to
oneself. He also said the
media had every right to
offer constructive criti-
cism, saying that positive
criticism helped improve
the performance of insti-
tutions.

He further emphasized the
need to bring about a rev-
olution in the education
and health sectors, saying
far-reaching reforms were
indispensable for improv-
ing public institutions and
ensuring better services
for the people.—APP

DC honors
outstanding
polio
workers

MARDAN :Deputy Com-
missioner Shah Saud dis-
tributed certificates of
appreciation to top per-
forming polio workers on
Sunday in observance of
World Polio Day, acknowl-
edging their dedicated ef-
forts to safeguard children
from polio.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by key officials, includ-
ing District Health Officer
Dr. Sadiq Shah Afridi,
EPI Coordinator Dr. Zia
ur Rehman, WHO District
Polio Officer Dr. Nauman
Khalid, and Mardan CCO
Zawar Hussain.

During the event, partic-
ipants reaffirmed their
shared commitment to
completely eradicating
the virus and protecting
future generations from
lifelong disability.
Emphasizing the impor-
tance of multi sectoral
collaboration, the speak-
ers called on public health
institutions, field workers,
parents, and communi-
ty to unite in support of
ongoing immunization
campaigns. The admin-
istration urged public to
ensure that every child
under age of five receives
polio vaccine drops dur-
ing each campaign and to
extend full cooperation to
visiting vaccination teams,
highlighting that collective
action remains essential
to achieving a polio free
Pakistan.—APP

Zahid Latif Khan again
elected Chairman ISE REIT

ISLAMABAD: ISE REIT Management Company Limited (“the Compa-
ny”) held its first Annual General Meeting (AGM) on October 10, 2026,
during which elections to the Board of Directors were conducted in
accordance with the applicable statutory and regulatory requirements.
Nine (9) Directors were elected to the Board of the Company.

Subsequently, at its meeting held on October 23, 2026, the newly elect-
ed Board of Directors appointed Mr. Zahid Latif Khan as Chairman of
the Board. The composition of the newly elected Board of Directors is
Mr. Zahid Latif Khan
ecutive Shareholders’ Director

as follows: 1.

2. Mr. Adil Khan Swati Non-Executive Shareholders’
Director

3. Mr. Haider Khagan Abbasi Non-Executive Shareholders’
Director

4. Mr. Haroon Ihsan Piracha Non-Executive Shareholders’
Director

5. Ms. Marium Non-Executive
Shareholders’ Director

6. Mr. Sohail Altaf Non-Executive
Shareholders’ Director

7. Malik Qamar Afzal Independent Director

8. Ms. Shaista Bano Gilani Independent Director

9. Syed Mukhtar Hussain Jaffery Independent Director

Under the chairmanship of Mr. Zahid Latif Khan, the newly elected
Board will provide strategic oversight and guidance to the Company, with
a focus on pursuing sustainable growth and future business opportunities
in the REIT sector as well as on strengthening corporate governance and
ensuring regulatory compliance.

ISE REIT Management Company Limited is a duly licensed Non-Banking
Finance Company (NBFC) holding a REIT Management Services licence
issued by the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP).

DNA

Chairman / Non-Ex-

Export-
led growth
essential for
eco stability

LAHORE:Chief Execu-

tive Officer(CEO)of the
Pakistan Furniture Coun-
cil (PFC) Mian Kashif
Ashfaqg on Sunday said
Pakistan needed a more
reliable strategy to meet
its foreign currency obli-
gations,stressing that sus-
tainable economic stabil-
ity depended on stronger
export earnings.
Chairing a meeting of the
council’s board of direc-
tors here,he welcomed
the government’s efforts
to strengthen the external
sector through diversified
financing,higher foreign
exchange reserves and
improved access to inter-
national capital markets.

He said Pakistan’s access
to international capital
markets had expanded in
recent months,as reflect-
ed in the Panda and Eu-
robond issues during the
current year.

Diversifying creditors and
financing channels could
help reduce reliance on in-
dividual lenders,he added.
Mian Kashif Ashfaq said
the government’s focus
on exportled growth,IT
exports and competitive-
ness was encouraging but
sustained results were
needed to strengthen the
economy.

He said foreign exchange
reserves provided a useful
buffer, while fiscal disci-

pline had helped restore
confidence. However,debt
repayments,energy im-
ports and capital outflows
could put pressure on re-
serves.

Similarly,primary budget
surpluses did not include
interest payments,which
accounted for a substan-
tial share of public reve-
nue,he added.

He stressed that these
measures needed to be
complemented by strong-
er export earnings to en-
sure long-term economic
stability.

He said textile exports
should move towards high-
er-value products while
information  technology-
,agricultural  processing
and other export-oriented
sectors required consist-
ent support to enhance
their contribution to the
national economy.

He said the ultimate ob-
jective should be to build
an economy capable of
meeting a greater share
of its foreign currency
requirements through its
own earnings.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Finance and Railways Bilal Azhar Kayani on Sunday said
that the government is taking concrete steps toward Economic development, industrial sta-
bility, and the promotion of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), including restructuring
and revitalizing the SMEDA board. He emphasized that the government’s primary role is to
facilitate and empower the private sector. Under this vision, Jhelum will be transformed into a
thriving regional economic and commercial hub by leveraging its immense potential, high literacy
rate, and peaceful environment, said a news release. He made these remarks while addressing as
the chief guest at the oath-taking ceremony of the newly elected office- bearers of the Jhelum Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (JCCI). The event was attended by President of Anjuman-e-Tajiran
Malik Muhammad Igbal, newly elected JCCI President Azhar Dar, Senior Vice President Abdul
Ghafoor Butt, Vice President Nadeem Khan, former president Zahid Butt, executive committee
members, local industrialists, members of the business community, and a significant number of
women entrepreneurs. Congratulating the newly elected leadership, the minister commended the
vital role played by women in the business sector. He highlighted that SMEDA is extending com-
prehensive support to small enterprises, encompassing feasibility studies, industrial financing, and
vocational training. He noted that the Lahore-Rawalpindi Motorway project, passing through Khari-
an and Jhelum, is slated for completion within the next two to three years, unlocking substantial new
avenues for industrial and commercial growth across the region. Kayani urged the Jhelum Chamber
to draw inspiration from the unity of Sialkot’s business community and prepare a well-researched,
facthased working paper for a local industrial estate and associated ventures. He pledged that if the
business community presents a viable feasibility within one month, he will personally oversee
its progress and advocate for Jhelum’s interests before the State Bank of Pakistan, FBR, Min-
istry of Commerce, and other federal entities to ensure local manufacturing takes root and
employment opportunities are created for the district’s youth. -DNA

Jane, APTMA
discuss
stronger UK-
Pak trade coop

LAHORE: British High
Commissioner to Pakistan
Ms. Jane Marriott CMG
OBE, accompanied by Ben
Warrington, Head of La-
hore Office, British High
Commission, and Reema
Salman, Outreach Lead,
British High Commission
Lahore, visited APTMA
House here Saturday, for
an interactive session with
APTMA leadership and
senior members on key
textile sector matters and
opportunities for greater
cooperation with British
stakeholders.

The meeting provided a
platform to discuss practi-
cal avenues for strengthen-
ing commercial, institution-
al and technical cooperation
between Pakistan and the
United Kingdom, with par-
ticular focus on the textile
and apparel value chain.
The visiting delegation was
warmly received by APTMA
(Allah Pakistan Textile Mills
Association) office bear-
ers, including Asad Shafi
Chairman, Muhammad
Anees Khawaja Vice Chair-
man, Muhammad Siddique
Bhatti Chairman North,
Habib Anwar Sheikh Sen-
ior Vice Chairman North,
Muhammad Ali Vice Chair-
man North, Danish Aslam
Treasurer North, and other
senior members of the As-
sociation.

The UK High Commission-
er highly appreciated the
textile industry of Pakistan
for its diversity and comply-
ing with the sustainability
issues and compliances of
international conventions.
She urged business com-
munity in general and the
exporters in particular to
adopt immediate measures
for implementation of all
conventions and to annual
tariff exemptions for import
into UK.—APP

Ahmad clinches

Amateur Golf Cup

Staff Amateurs Golf Cup
2026. Ahmed Zafar Hayat,
Ami Qin, Dua Fareed Rao
and Mustafa Zubair won the
titles in the Senior, Ladies
(WAGR), Ladies and Junior

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ahmad
Sultan Kiyani won the title
of 19th Chief of the Naval

categories, respectively.
Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Naveed Ashraf,

graced the closing ceremo-

ny as Chief Guest.

While addressing the cer-

emony, Chief of the Naval
Staff congratulated the win-
ners and commended the
sportsmanship  displayed
by participants throughout
the tournament. He also

NS
title

acknowledged the support
of sponsors, media repre-
sentatives and management
of Margalla Greens Golf
Club (MGGC) towards the
successful conduct of the
event.

The four-day tournament
was held from 22 to 25
October 2026 at Margalla
Greens Golf Club, Islama-
bad, attracting golfers from
across the country. Compe-
titions were held in various
categories, including Ama-
teurs, Seniors, Ladies and
Juniors.

Since its inception in 2007,
the Chief of the Naval Staff
Amateurs Golf Cup has re-
mained a prestigious event
on the national golf circuit,
reflecting Pakistan Navy’s
commitment to fostering
sportsmanship, physical ex-
cellence and national sports
culture.

The closing ceremony was
attended by various dig-
nitaries including officers
from Tri-Services, spon-
sors, golfers and members
of the media fraternity.

CSWA brings together feminist
voices from around the world

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Shirakat
Foundation, in collabora-
tion with Fondazione Pan-
gea and Women Without
Violence International
Foundation (WWVIF), or-
ganized the First Annual
Conference on Strengthen-
ing the Women’s Agenda
(CSWA) from 23 to 25 Oc-
tober 2026 at Lok Virsa, Is-
lamabad, bringing together
representatives from more
than 20 organizations, civ-
il society representatives,
activists, researchers, and
professionals to strength-

en collective advocacy for
women’s rights and gender
equality.

The conference aimed to
carry forward the ambition
of the 1995 Beijing Declara-
tion and Platform for Action
by connecting its commit-
ments to the realities, chal-
lenges, and priorities facing

women and girls today. It
provided a platform for fem-
inist voices from diverse
backgrounds to exchange
perspectives, reflect on
progress, and identify prior-
ities for advancing women’s
rights, particularly from the
perspective of the Global
South.

More than 20 organiza-
tions participated in the
conference, including
Women Without Violence
International Foundation
(WWVIF), WUNRN - Wom-
en’s UN Report Network,
Sampark,Women for peace
in the world, Global Alli-

Fesged  FEGATHIIL B My man

ance for Improved Nutrition
(GAIN), Rozan, Balochistan

Sustainable Development
Initiatives, and  Action
for Girls’ Empowerment,

among others.

Over the three-day confer-
ence, participants engaged
in dialogue and knowl-
edge-sharing on the con-

tinuing relevance of the
Beijing Platform for Action
more than three decades
after its adoption. Discus-
sions highlighted persis-
tent gender inequalities,
the importance of women’s
leadership and meaning-
ful participation in deci-
sion-making, the prevention
of violence against women
and girls, and the need to
strengthen advocacy for
women’s rights and gender
equality.

The conference sought to
advance an advocacy agen-
da that carries the ambition
of the 1995 Beijing Declara-

tion into today’s realities.
It encouraged participants
to examine emerging chal-
lenges, identify gaps in the
implementation of existing
commitments, and explore
practical ways to make
women’s rights a stronger
priority in policies, institu-
tions—DNA
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

OCTOBER

Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of
Korea
Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of
Korea
National Foundation

Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day

Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United
Nations
United Nations Day

Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day

Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmeni-
stan
Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech
Republic
National Day

Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day
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Pak to build its first-ever

theme park in Islamabad

Members of the CDA and representatives of the Saudi delegation were also present at the signing
ceremony. The project is expected to mark a significant step in enhancing Islamabad’s recreational

infrastructure and attracting foreign investment into Pakistan

DNA
ISLAMABAD :

Council,

a “game-changing project”

activity in the capital.

Pakistan’s first theme
park of its kind will be developed in Is-
lamabad following the signing of a land-
mark agreement between the Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) and the Saudi
Pakistan Business Council. The signing
ceremony was held at the historic Gadd-
afi Stadium and was attended by Federal
Interior Minister and Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Chairman Mohsin Naqvi
as the chief guest. The Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) was signed by
Prince Mansour bin Mohammed Al Saud,
Chairman of the Saudi Pakistan Business
and Sohail Ashraf, Chairman
of the CDA. Welcoming the agreement,
Mohsin Naqvi congratulated Prince Man-
sour and described the project as a major
milestone for Islamabad’s development.
Under the agreement, Saudi investors
will finance the theme park project, while
the CDA will provide the required land.

Speaking at the ceremony, Naqvi said
Islamabad’s infrastructure is being up-
graded in line with modern international
cities and assured that Saudi investors
would be provided every possible facility
and support. He termed the theme park
that would
boost tourism, investment, and economic

Naqvi also revealed plans to organize a
real estate roadshow in Saudi Arabia
within the next few months to further
strengthen investment ties between the
two countries.

Prince Mansour bin Mohammed Al

potential.
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Saud highlighted Pakistan, particular-
ly Islamabad, as an attractive destina-
tion for investment, citing the capital’s
growing opportunities and development

Members of the CDA and representa-

tives of the Saudi delegation were also
present at the signing ceremony. The
project is expected to mark a signifi-
cant step in enhancing Islamabad’s rec-
reational infrastructure and attracting
foreign investment into Pakistan.

Action planned
against unauthorized
ultrasound reporting

ISLAMABAD: Healthcare regulatory
bodies are set to take action against
unauthorized ultrasound reporting
to ensure compliance with profes-
sional qualification requirements
and protect patient safety, sources
said. According to sources, concerns
have been raised over MBBS doc-
tors obtaining short-term certificate
courses or informal training in ultra-
sonography and subsequently using
the title Sonologist to issue formal
ultrasound reports. Sources said the
concerned bodies were considering
measures to ensure that diagnostic
ultrasound reporting was conducted
by appropriately qualified radiolo-

medical, nursing and allied health
fields must observe their legally per-
mitted scope of practice and avoid
independent ultrasound reporting
without the requisite authorisation.
Violations may invite regulatory ac-
tion, including inspections and finan-
cial penalties, sources said, urging
healthcare providers to comply with
applicable rules. Reports of ultra-
sound examinations being conduct-
ed by inadequately trained or unau-
thorised individuals at hospitals and
clinics have raised concerns about
inaccurate findings, misdiagnosis
and delays in appropriate treatment.
Individuals conducting scans after
short-term courses without meeting
the required professional qualifica-
tions may put patients at risk by pro-
viding misleading results or reports,
potentially affecting their treatment.
Citizens have called for ultrasound
examinations and diagnostic report-
ing to be handled by appropriately
trained and authorized professionals
to ensure accurate results and pa-
tient safety.—DNA

gists holding recognized postgrad-
uate qualifications, subject to ap-
plicable registration and regulatory
requirements. The qualifications
cited in an official document include
FCPS, MD, MCPS and DMRD in Ra-
diology, with recognition by the rel-
evant regulatory authorities being
a key requirement. The authorities
are also expected to advise MBBS
practitioners to remain within their
authorized scope of practice and re-
frain from issuing formal diagnostic
reports without the required qualifi-
cations and approval. Sources said
the regulatory bodies would also
emphasize that professionals from

IESCO notifies power
suspension programme

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Electric Sup-
ply Company (IESCO) on Sunday issued a
power suspension programme for Monday
on limited feeders due to ongoing develop-
ment works being carried out by the district
administration. According to an IESCO
spokesperson, electricity supply will re-
main suspended in Islamabad Circle from 09:00
AM to 02:00 PM: China Chowk, Shehzad Town,
G6/3, G8, Igbal Town, Highway, Navy-I, F-8 Mar-
kaz, G9/2, 1-8/1, New [10/1, New Exchange, PHA-
II, Shah Allah Ditta, CM Pak Zong, Kurri, Sunny
Bank, Cecil, Berote, Dehla, Bari Imam, Kotli Sat-
tian, A.LT, ShaheedeMillat feeders. In Rawalpindi
City Circle power supply will remain suspended
from 09:00 AM to 02:00 PM: GulzareQuaid,
Gangal, Airport, Nawaz Colony, B.B.H, Khanna
Road, Service Road, WASA, Muzammil Town,
Shakrial, EME Complex, Range Road, Seham,
Chakra, HPT, P&T Wani, Fazaiya Colony, Ghousia
Colony, Faizabad, Ojri Camp, Khurram Colony,
Noor Muhammad Road, Farooge-Azam, APH.S,
Shamasabad, Tehmasma Abad, Igbal Roadl,
Fawara Chowk, Jamia Masjid, Jinnah Road, Indus-
trial, Quaidabad, Bagh Sardaran, Zeeshan Colony,
Tench Bhatta, Millatabad, Bajniyal, Bajniyalll, Mo-
han Pura, Ameer Hamza Colony, Lakhoo Road,
I-16/3, I16/3 Sector, Dhoke Chaudrian, Peshawar

STAFF REPORTER

Road feeders. In Rawalpindi Cantt Circle power
supply will remain suspended from 08:00 AM to
03:00 PM: Nara Mator feeder, from 09:00 AM to
02:00 PM: Mohra Nagial, Walayat Complex, SPD-
2, Gracy Line, MES, RIC, VVIP, Khasala, Sarwar
Shaheed, Mall Road, Sir Syed Road, Rehmatabad,
CB.RI, Murree Brewery, AOWHS, L/Kurti, Guk
shanabad, Ranyal, Qureshi Abad, Jhawara, Paryal,
Sihala College, Narh, Punjar, New Choa Khalsa,
Fazal Ahmed Shaheed, Chowk Pindori, Saghri,
REDCO Textile, D.HA Homes, Kallar Syedan,
Mandra, Mandrall, Hamid Jhangi, L.T.C, Basali,
Pind Jhatla, PAE.CH.S, HPT3, New Kalyam,
Kaliam, Islamabad Feed Mill, Reliance Weaving
Mill, Jhatta Hathial, Industrial, LabNo. I, LabNo.
11, Sukhu, Ramman, Bhall, Morgah, New Rawat,
RCCE1, RCC2, RCC3, HPT-1, HPT2, Mansoor
Shaheed, Kalyal, Shahpur, Adyala feeders, from 11:00
AM to 01:00 PM: Rawat, SUPARCO, RCCI4, RCCI-
5 feeders. In Attock Circle power supply will remain
suspended from 07:00 AM to 02:00 PM: Ghari Af-
ghana, Small Industrial Estate, Pourmaina, Lala
Rukh, Lala Zar, Khan Abad, Hussainabad, In-
dustrial Estate Bahtar, Col. Sher Khan, Ahmed
Nagar feeders, from 09:00 AM to 02:00 PM:
Harro, Ghoree, Behlot, Ban Bola (D/C), Paswal,
D-17, N Block, PM Colony, Shahia, AWC Hous-
ing, Hassanabdal, Industrial—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Assistant
Inspector General (AIG)
Logistics, Islamabad Police,
Muhammad Usman Tariq
Butt visited the Pakistan
Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (PIMS) to inquire after
Constable Ajmal, who was
injured in a road accident.
An official told APP on Sun-
day that during the visit, the
AIG met the injured consta-
ble and inquired about his
health and recovery.

He assured Constable Aj-
mal of all possible medical,
departmental and financial
assistance from Islamabad
Police. The AIG Usman ex-
pressed his concern for the
injured official and assured
him of continued support
during his recovery.

ISLAMABAD: The performance by the Hungarian dance ensemble 4 for Dance was presented on
the occasion of Hungary’s National Day . Formed in 2004, the four-man group blends authentic
elements of Hungarian folk dance with virtuosic rhythm work, modern showmanship, and humor,
creating a distinctive style that has taken them across five continents.-DNA

ECP proposes
curbs on AI misuse
in elections

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
has proposed 12 amendments to the 2023 codes of conduct
for political parties, media and election observers to curb the
misuse of artificial intelligence (AI) during elections, seeking
public and stakeholder feedback by November 20 on meas-
ures to regulate Al generated content, prohibit deceptive
deepfakes and ensure transparency in election-related com-
munication. According to sources in the Election Commis-
sion, the draft amendments propose five changes to the code
of conduct for media organisations, five for political parties
and candidates, and three for election observers.= Under the
proposed rules for media, outlets would be required to clearly
disclose when content generated or modified through Al is

broadcast, published or released.

The draft strictly prohibits the use of deepfake technology to
create fabricated images, voices or statements of political par-
ty leaders, candidates, election officials, members of the judi-
ciary, armed forces personnel and other state officials if the
content is false, defamatory or intended to ridicule them. Me-
dia organisations would be permitted to use Al tools for pre-
paring, translating, presenting or analysing electionrelated
content, provided they disclose such use to their audiences
and remain responsible for the authenticity and accuracy
of the material. The Pakistan Electronic Media Regulato-
ry Authority (PEMRA), the Social Media Protection and
Regulatory Authority, and the National Cyber Crime Inves-
tigation Agency would monitor undisclosed or unlabeled
Al-generated media content and report violations to the
Election Commission, with appropriate action to be taken
in cases of non-compliance. The proposed amendments
also require media houses to promptly remove misleading
or undisclosed Al-generated content from their platforms, or
correctly relabel it, when directed by a regulatory body or the
Election Commission. For election observers, three amend-
ments have been proposed, requiring them to remain vigilant
for Al-related manipulation during the observation process
and immediately report any such instances to the Election
Commission. The draft also bars observers from using Al to
generate, alter or enhance their observations, factual findings,
photographs, videos or reports submitted to the Commission.
Five amendments have been proposed for political parties and
candidates to regulate their use of Al-generated material dur-
ing election campaigns. Under the proposed provisions, po-
litical parties and candidates would not be allowed to create,
publish, broadcast or distribute Al-generated or manipulated
content, including deepfake images, videos and audio clips,
without clearly labelling it as Al-generated.

ISLAMABAD:Free hepati-
tis C testing and treatment
are being provided to res-
idents of Islamabad under
the Prime Minister’s Na-
tional Programme for the
Elimination of Hepatitis C,
with the government cov-
ering the cost of diagnosis
and treatment.

According to the Ministry
of National Health Services,
Regulations and Coordina-
tion, the campaign aims to
encourage people to under-
go screening for hepatitis C
and seek timely treatment
to prevent complications.
The programme offers free
testing, which would other-
wise cost around Rs8,000,
while the government will
also bear treatment expens-
es ranging from Rs34,000
to Rs68,000 per patient.
Residents of Islamabad
have been urged to benefit
from the facility, get tested
and encourage family mem-
bers to undergo screening.
The ministry said the cam-
paign would be extended to
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
and Gilgit-Baltistan in subse-
quent phases before being
expanded across the coun-
try. The initiative is part of
the government’s efforts to
eliminate hepatitis C through
early diagnosis, accessible
treatment and greater public
awareness.—APP

Parents

demand

an audit
of private

schools

ISLAMABAD: Parents of
children enrolled in private
educational institutions in
the twin cities of Rawal-
pindi and Islamabad have
requested the concerned
quarters to take action
against schools charging an
annual fund in every new
academic session.
According to the details,
parents have complained
that despite clear regula-
tions by the Private Edu-
cational Institutions Regu-
latory Authority (PEIRA),
several private schools in
Islamabad and Rawalpindi
are allegedly charging adm
expand trade volume.

LCCI President Ali Hussam
Asghar apprised the Prime
Minister of key issues faced
by the business fraternity
and presented a set of com-
prehensive proposals aimed
at resolving operational
hurdles, increasing industri-
al production, and creating
jobs. He commended the
government’s economic
policies and lauded its in-
vestor-friendly initiatives.
Taking prompt action on
the recommendations, the
Prime Minister constituted
a dedicated committee to
review the proposals pre-
sented by the LCCI president
and formulate an actionable
implementation plan. Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar
was also present during the
meeting—APP
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Briefs

Human
trafficker nab
after 16 years

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Islamabad Zone has arrest-
ed a proclaimed offender
wanted for the past 16 years
in a human trafficking case,
following a special operation
launched on the directions of
the Director FIA Islamabad
Zone.

An FIA official told on Sun-
day that the suspect, iden-
tified as Noor Ahmed, was
arrested from Mandi Baha-
uddin by a team of the FIA
Anti-Human Trafficking Cir-
cle Rawalpindi.

He said the suspect was
wanted in FIR No. 243/2010
for allegedly facilitating the
illegal movement of citizens
to Greece through Iran and
Turkiye using human smug-
gling routes.

The official said the Deputy
Director Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Circle Rawalpindi had
formed a special team on the
directions of the Director
FIA Islamabad Zone to arrest
proclaimed offenders. The
team was led by Inspector
Zahid Bhatti and included As-
sistant Sub-Inspector (ASI)
Rafiq and Head Constable
Waq He said the team traced
and arrested the suspect,
who had remained at large
for 16 years.—APP

Action planned
against
unauthorized
ultrasound
reporting

ISLAMABAD:  Healthcare
regulatory bodies are set to
take action against unauthor-
ized ultrasound reporting
to ensure compliance with
professional qualification re-
quirements and protect pa-
tient safety, sources said.
According to sources, con-
cerns have been raised over
MBBS doctors obtaining
short-term certificate cours-
es or informal training in
ultrasonography and subse-
quently using the title Sonol-
ogist to issue formal ultra-
sound reports.

Sources said the concerned
bodies were considering
measures to ensure that di-
agnostic ultrasound report-
ing was conducted by appro-
priately qualified radiologists
holding recognized postgrad-
uate qualifications, subject to
applicable registration and
regulatory requirements.
The qualifications cited in
an official document include
FCPS, MD, MCPS and
DMRD in Radiology, with
recognition by the relevant
regulatory authorities being
a key requirement.

The authorities are also
expected to advise MBBS
practitioners to remain with-
in their authorized scope
of practice and refrain from
issuing formal diagnostic re-
ports without the required
qualifications and approval.
Sources said the regulatory
bodies would also emphasize
that professionals from medi-
cal, nursing and allied health
fields must observe their le-
gally permitted scope of prac-
tice and avoid independent
ultrasound reporting without
the requisite authorisation.—
APP

Action against
unauthorized
pharmacy
programmes

ISLAMABAD: The Pharma-
cy Council of Pakistan (PCP)
has decided to take strict
action against unauthorized
pharmacy programmes and
introduced a fast-track mech-
anism to address public com-
plaints and protect students’
interests.

According to official sources,
the decision was taken by the
Council’s Complaint Griev-
ance Committee, to address
institutional complaints and
improve the quality of phar
macy education They said
that the Council is issuing
show-cause notices to col-
leges operating pharmacy
programmes without the
required no-objection certifi-
cate (NOC). It will also issue
a public advisory cautioning
students against seeking
admission to unauthorized
programmes. Institutions
found to have admitted
students beyond their ap-
proved intake, or facing
complaints about shortag-
es of teaching faculty and
inadequate laboratory facil-
ities, have been directed to
submit written explanations
within one week.

They said that the Council
assured that appropriate
confidentiality would be
maintained during the pro-
ceedings.—APP

Rotary, ICCI, YCP host World
Polio Day 2026 Seminar

ICCI President Mohammad Zikria Akbar Zia, who attended as Chief Guest, emphasized the need for
intensified and sustained efforts to eradicate polio, appreciating the contributions of all stakeholders,
particularly Rotary, towards this national cause

ISLAMABAD: Rotary Club Islamabad Met-
ropolitan (RCIM), in collaboration with the
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) and Youth Catalyst Pakistan
(YCP), organized a World Polio Day 2026
Recognition and Advocacy Seminar at Mun-
awar Mughal Hall, ICCI to honour frontline
polio workers and strengthen collective
efforts towards a poliofree Pakistan. The
event brought together over 100 frontline
polio workers, UNICEF social mobilizers,
Rotarians, ICCI members, and representa-
tives of partner organizations.

ICCI President Mohammad Zikria Akbar
Zia, who attended as Chief Guest, empha-
sized the need for intensified and sustained
efforts to eradicate polio, appreciating the
contributions of all stakeholders, particu-
larly Rotary, towards this national cause.
Expressing concern over the polio situation
in southern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where
four cases had been reported, he stressed
the importance of continued vigilance, ef-
fective coordination, and comprehensive
vaccination campaigns to protect children
from the crippling disease. Highlighting
the invaluable services of frontline vaccina-
tion teams, the ICCI President distributed
certificates of appreciation among polio
workers in recognition of their dedication
and commitment. He reaffirmed the busi-
ness community’s support for initiatives
aimed at safeguarding children’s health and
achieving the national goal of polio eradi-
cation.

RCIM President Mian Shaukat Masud
delivered the welcome address, thanking
ICCI for its valuable collaboration and
support in organizing the seminar. RCIM

atives.

Polio Chair Ms. Tayyaba Gul, who moder-
ated the proceedings, highlighted Rotary’s
contributions to polio eradication in Islam-
abad and Rawalpindi during 2026, including
support for immunization centres, frontline
workers, and community engagement initi-

Dr. Israr ul Haq, representing the Nation-
al Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC),
briefed participants on Pakistan’s polio sit-
uation, reporting seven cases in 2026. He
emphasized the need for sustained efforts,
effective coordination, and continued vigi-
lance to achieve eradication. A UNICEF

=

presentation underscored the importance
of Social and Behavioural Change Com-
munication (SBCC), engagement with
religious leaders, and addressing miscon-
ceptions contributing to vaccine hesitancy
through targeted community outreach.

Dr. Nida Ali, representing the World Health
Organization (WHO), outlined WHO’s role
in supporting Pakistan’s polio eradication
programme and acknowledged the contri-
butions of Rotary, ICCI, YCP, and frontline
vaccination teams. Past District Governor
Masoor Sheikh also shared his insights,
emphasizing the importance of collective

action and community participation in elim-
inating polio.

Ms. Sadaf Asim Abbasi, representing the
ICCI Executive Committee, thanked the
participants and organizers and reaffirmed
the importance of continued collaboration
to achieve a poliofree Islamabad and Pa-
kistan. The seminar was also attended by
Admiral ® Shahid Qureshi, Majid Qureshi,
Ms. Aml, ICCI Executive Committee mem-
bers, senior members, and business com-
munity representatives, who reiterated
their support for sustained efforts to eradi-
cate polio from the country.—DNA

NDRMEF to leverage ties
to access climate finance

ISLAMABAD: Chief Executive Officer of the National Disaster Risk Management Fund (NDRMF) Amir Khan Goraya on
Sunday said Pakistan will take a confident, partnership-driven message to COP31 in Tiirkiye, backed by the fund’s
record of channelling money into pre-disaster resilience. The NDRMF CEO, in an exclusive interview with APP, said
Pakistan has made itself well heard internationally and has been “punching above its weight”.

He said Pakistan would leverage its close relations with host country Tiirkiye and other friendly states, while
NDRMF would continue projecting the country’s voice through the Pakistan Pavilion. The fund, he added, would

also deepen engagement with international financial institutions and UN agencies, and will provide technical input

to panels and forums during the conference. Goraya described NDRMF as a pioneer institution in the developing
world, built in partnership between the government and international institutions to finance risk reduction. He said

NDRMEF is evolving into a key adviser to line ministries on policy actions Pakistan has committed to with interna-

tional partners. Goraya said NDRMF’s mandate is preparedness, resilience and risk financing before the disaster.
“We see spending on resilience as an investment and not as a cost,” he said. He said the fund does not itself decide
which communities are vulnerable. It relies on government data, passed down through national, provincial and
district authorities, and complements it with the work of accredited civil society organisations. “Our success will
be if we become the financing intermediary between the funding sources, implementers and the most vulnerable

populations” he said. Asked how the fund is protecting its pipeline amid global economic stress following the Mid-

dle East crisis, Goraya said NDRMF is working with multilateral and bilateral partners, offering them a fast and

efficient vehicle to take resilience money where it is needed. He said its audit, governance and control framework

meets donor requirements, and that it has previously received support from France, the United Kingdom, Norway,
the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank. On the global shift from grants to loans, he said NDRMF has
never relied on only one source of funding and has worked to influence partners’ thinking on financing modalities.

He said shrinking grants are a long-anticipated global trend, not a recent shock, and that Pakistan has mitigated that

challenge effectively by forging mutually beneficial global partnerships.
Goraya offered a more nuanced view of the argument that climate finance fails to reach the vulnerable. He said

the first question is how much climate finance has Pakistan has received so far, since it is only a fraction of what

is needed. Climate financiers, he added, must also build and disseminate the narrative that effects of disasters in
vulnerable countries do not stay there alone, and have global consequences.—APP

Polio vaccination
drive from Nov 2

A sub-national polio vaccination
campaign will be conducted from
November 2 to 8 across 97 se-
lected districts of the country,
targeting more than 23.9 million
children under five years of age.

ISLAMABAD: A sub-national polio vaccination campaign
will be conducted from November 2 to 8 across 97 selected
districts of the country, targeting more than 23.9 million
children under five years of age.

During the campaign, frontline polio workers will go door-
to-door to administer oral polio vaccine drops to children,
helping protect them against the crippling disease.
According to the campaign plan, Punjab will cover 13 dis-

tricts, targeting 9.278 million children, while Sindh will
vaccinate 6.883 million children in 20 districts.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the campaign will cover 27 dis-
tricts, targeting 4.808 million children, while Balochistan
will cover 31 districts with a target of 2.217 million chil-
dren. In Islamabad, more than 447,000 children will be
vaccinated, while the campaign will cover three districts
in Gilgit-Baltistan, targeting 153,000 children, and two dis-
tricts in Azad Jammu and Kashmir, targeting 183,000 chil-
dren. The campaign is part of Pakistan’s ongoing efforts to
eradicate polio and protect children from lifelong paralysis
caused by the virus.

Parents and caregivers have been urged to cooperate
with vaccination teams and ensure that every child un-
der five receives the recommended two drops of oral
polio vaccine during the campaign. Polio is a highly in-
fectious disease that can cause permanent paralysis but
is preventable through vaccination.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Additional Foreign Secretary Europe Aysha Ali presenting souvenir to the outgoing
Ambassador of Ukraine Markiian Chuchuk of Ukraine,. DNA

Islamabad
hosts second
International Silk
Road Festival

ISLAMABAD: The second International Silk Road Festival
2026 began in Islamabad on Saturday, bringing together
diplomats, tourism officials and business representatives
to highlight Pakistan’s tourism potential and promote inter-
national cooperation. The two-day event is being organized
by Silk Road Enterprises in collaboration with the Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC). Sardar Yas-
ir Ilyas Khan, the Prime Minister’s National Coordinator
for Tourism was the chief guest at the opening ceremony.
PTDC Managing Director Aftab-ur-Rehman Rana, along
with diplomats, tourism officials and other distinguished
guests also attended the event. Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan highlighted the importance
of tourism, cultural diplomacy and regional connectivity.
He said international festivals provide an opportunity
to showcase Pakistan’s cultural heritage, natural beauty
and investment opportunities to the world.

He also stressed the need for cooperation between
the public and private sectors to promote tourism,
strengthen commercial ties and encourage peo-
ple-to-people contacts.

PTDC Managing Director praised the organizers,
provincial tourism departments, foreign embassies
and private-sector partners for their role in arrang-
ing the festival. He said the historic Silk Road had
connected different civilisations and nations for
centuries, serving as an important link for cultural
and commercial exchange. He reaffirmed the PT-
DC’s commitment to promoting Pakistan as an in-
ternational tourist destination.

The festival aims to strengthen cultural and eco-
nomic links among countries connected to the his-
toric Silk Road and create opportunities for tourism,
trade and investment.—DNA

Kashmir
Chowk closed
to traffic until
further orders

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) has
announced the closure of
Kashmir Chowk to traffic
from Sunday until further
orders due to construc-
tion work on the Kashmir
Chowk underpass, advising
motorists to use alternative
routes to avoid inconven-
ience.

According to ITP, traffic
diversions have been intro-
duced to facilitate motorists
travelling towards Bhara
Kahu, Rawal Dam Chowk
and other areas of the fed-
eral capital.

Motorists travelling from
Rawal Dam towards Bhara
Kahu have been advised
to use the loop connecting
to Srinagar Highway, take
a U-turn at Margalla Mor
and continue towards Bhara
Kahu.

Similarly, traffic coming
from Aabpara towards
Kashmir Chowk can pro-
ceed along Srinagar High-
way towards Korang Wala
Chowk and take the Naval
U-turn to return towards
Rawal Dam Chowk.
Commuters travelling from
the Red Zone, Serena Ho-
tel and Aabpara towards
Rawal Dam Chowk can use
the France Turn loop near
the SP City Office to access
Srinagar Highway.

The ITP advised citizens
to allow an additional 20 to
25 minutes for their jour-
neys as traffic flow could
be affected due to the diver-
sions.—APP

Govt imposes
ban on new
nursing
institutions

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government has imposed a
six-month moratorium on
the establishment of new
nursing and midwifery in-
stitutions, official sources
said.

The Pakistan Nursing
and Midwifery Council
(PNMC) has formally noti-
fied federal and provincial
governments of the tempo-
rary restriction.

According to sources, the
decision aims to enable
the council to clear a back-
log of pending cases and
streamline its regulatory
processes.

During the moratorium,
the PNMC will neither ac-
cept nor process new ap-
plications for the inspec-
tion of proposed nursing
and midwifery institutions.
However, applications
already submitted will
continue to be processed,
sources said.

They added that the coun-
cil would consider new
applications only after the
six-month period expires
and approval is obtained
from the competent au-
thority.—APP
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DEMOCRACY is meant to be a contest of performance. Governments seek
re-election by presenting their achievements, while opposition parties chal-
lenge their record and offer alternative policies. Voters are expected to judge
them on matters that shape everyday life; employment, inflation, education,
healthcare and the quality of public institutions. Yet this democratic ideal is
often overshadowed by a more expedient political calculation. When domestic
performance becomes difficult to defend, political leaders increasingly turn to
external threats to shift public attention from governance to national security.
The appeal of this strategy is straightforward. Economic difficulties, administra-
tive failures and unfulfilled promises demand explanations; an external adver-
sary offers a simpler narrative. By portraying the nation as threatened, leaders
can mobilise patriotic sentiment, consolidate support and recast criticism as a
question of national loyalty. The danger is that confrontation becomes politically

rewarding, while restraint is portrayed as weakness.

India provides a revealing example of how national security can shape electoral
discourse. During the 2019 general election, the Pulwama attack and India’s
subsequent air strikes at Balakot featured prominently in political debate. The
Bharatiya Janata Party presented its response to terrorism as evidence of de-
cisive leadership, while opposition parties questioned aspects of the govern-
ment’s claims and the political use of military action. The episode illustrated
how a security crisis could become a defining feature of an election campaign.
In the wider debate surrounding India-Pakistan tensions, allegations and coun-
ter-allegations frequently intensify public anger. The more immediate concern
is how such episodes influence political judgement. When inflammatory rheto-
ric displaces investigation and diplomacy, a crisis can become difficult to con-
tain. In a region where both countries possess nuclear weapons, retaliatory
pressures and the fear of appearing weak can narrow the space for rational
decision-making. Political leaders may benefit from projecting resolve, but the
consequences of miscalculation extend far beyond the electoral arena.

Israel presents another example of the intersection between security policy and
political survival. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has long placed Iran’s
nuclear programme and regional influence at the centre of his security narra-
tive. The war in Gaza following the Hamas-led attacks of October 7, 2023, and
the subsequent regional escalation have further intensified debate over the rela-
tionship between military strategy, domestic politics and public accountability.
In a climate dominated by security emergencies, questions about the conduct of
war, the protection of civilians and the prospects for a political settlement can
struggle to receive sustained attention. A government’s record must therefore
be judged not only by the threats it identifies, but also by the consequences of
its decisions. When the language of existential danger dominates public life, po-
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litical responsibility and the search for peace risk being pushed to the margins.
The United States offers a different but equally instructive perspective. Its inter-
ventions in Iraq in 2003, Afghanistan and Libya in 2011 arose from distinct cir-
cumstances, yet they demonstrate how governments can build public support for
military action by presenting it as essential to national security or international
order. Iraq remains a particularly sobering example. Claims concerning weapons
of mass destruction helped justify the invasion, but the alleged stockpiles were
not found. The resulting instability and human suffering exposed the dangers of
allowing official assurances and public fear to overwhelm independent scrutiny.
History also shows that external confrontation does not invariably rescue govern-
ments facing domestic difficulties. Argentina’s military junta invaded the Falkland
Islands in 1982 amid economic troubles and declining legitimacy. The invasion
initially stirred nationalist enthusiasm, but military defeat further weakened the
regime and contributed to its eventual collapse. The episode demonstrated that
patriotic mobilisation may temporarily divert attention from domestic grievanc-
- es, but it cannot indefinitely compensate for failures of leadership. Russia’s an-
nexation of Crimea in 2014 coincided with a marked rise in public support for
President Vladimir Putin, illustrating the political appeal of nationalist mobilisa-
tion. The full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, however, has carried devastating
human costs and far-reaching economic and strategic consequences. Turkey, too,
illustrates how governments can invoke cross-border threats and militant activity
to justify military operations and appeal to national solidarity. These cases differ
in their circumstances, but each demonstrates the importance of examining the
domestic political effects of decisions taken in the name of national security.

The underlying problem is not that every external crisis is manufactured or
every military operation politically motivated. It is that security rhetoric can
provide governments with a convenient means of avoiding difficult questions
about their performance. When citizens are repeatedly told that the nation faces
an existential enemy, concerns about unemployment, rising prices, public ser-
vices and institutional integrity can appear secondary. Yet these are precisely
the issues on which democratic governments should be held accountable.

For Pakistan and India, the stakes are particularly high. Both countries face
pressing economic and social challenges that require sustained attention, in-
vestment and regional cooperation. A political culture in which hostility be-
comes an electoral necessity diverts resources from human development and
perpetuates mistrust between neighbouring societies. Neither country benefits
when confrontation repeatedly overshadows the welfare of its people.

The measure of statesmanship lies not simply in denouncing adversaries or
demonstrating military strength, but in protecting national interests while pre-
serving room for dialogue. Political leaders must distinguish between the de-
mands of national security and the attractions of electoral advantage. The ability
to exercise restraint, pursue diplomacy and accept public scrutiny is as important
to responsible leadership as the capacity to respond to threats. A leader may
gain a temporary electoral advantage by invoking an external enemy, but no na-
tion can build lasting prosperity on fear. The real test of democratic leadership
is whether governments can improve citizens’ lives, strengthen institutions and
safeguard national interests without allowing confrontation to become an end in
itself. When conflict becomes an electoral asset, the political gains may be short-
lived, but the human, economic and strategic costs can endure for generations.

One War Devours Another

Qamar Bashir

Macgregor’s warning about
Gulf vulnerability extends
beyond American bases
to oil installations and
desalination plants. Even
partial damage to such
facilities could impose severe
costs on countries whose
energy exports, urban water
supplies and commercial
confidence depend on
stability. The prolonged
export disruption combined
with infrastructure damage
could strain revenues,
employment and investment
in Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and other Gulf economies.
Hosting American forces
offers protection but can
also expose host countries to
retaliation during a regional
war. The economic chain
reaches much further

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Pakistan’s interest is also
commercial and strategic.
Its defence industry has
long sought markets beyond
the traditional reliance on a
narrow group of buyers. The
JF-17 Thunder, developed
with China, and Pakistan’s
growing electronics and
unmanned-systems sectors
are being presented as
alternatives for states that
want capability without
excessive dependence
on Western or Russian...

HE war drums are beating again, but the bill
T for another assault on Iran will travel far beyond

Tehran. It will reach American petrol stations,
European households, Ukrainian trenches and Gulf
economies. Washington’s search for victory in one
conflict is compromising its position in another. Rus-
sian diesel has become part of America’s answer to the
energy pain of confronting Iran. Reuters reported on
October 23 that Russian diesel was heading toward New
York following President Donald Trump’s agreement
with Moscow. Sanctions intended to constrain Russia
are being loosened to relieve fuel pressures. Washington
is containing the economic consequences of its Middle
Eastern policy by giving the power invading Ukraine an
additional commercial opening.
Meanwhile, reported military preparations suggest
renewed escalation remains a serious possibility. Ad-
ditional deployments and strike planning coexist with
diplomatic exchanges. The question is whether nego-
tiations will restrain the military machinery or merely
accompany it until another decision to attack. Presiden-
tial reassurance cannot, by itself, settle that question.
Retired US Army Colonel Douglas Macgregor warns
that Israel could initiate fresh attacks and pull Wash-
ington into another campaign. His forecast identifies
a dangerous mechanism: an ally can initiate escalation
while its protector inherits responsibility for sustain-
ing the fight and managing retaliation. Macgregor also
challenges the assumption that Trump could deliver one
overwhelming strike, declare victory and withdraw. Iran
would retain its own objectives and choices. Retaliation
against American personnel could generate demands for
another response, turning a supposedly limited opera-
tion into a prolonged war. Washington can decide how an
attack begins; it cannot dictate every consequence. Net-
anyahu approaches Israel’s October 27 election without
a secure parliamentary majority. Yet his removal would
not automatically overturn the security outlook shared
by prominent challengers, including opposition to Pal-
estinian statehood. Different leadership could change
methods and coalition priorities while leaving central
regional objectives substantially intact.
America’s November 3 midterms offer a similar uncer-
tainty. Macgregor questions why a Democratic victory
should automatically end support for confrontation with
Iran. Congressional change could strengthen oversight,
but ending a war requires decisions on funding, deploy-
ments and diplomacy. An election result alone cannot
guarantee those decisions. The central imbalance is
becoming clearer: American protection gives Israel
strategic breathing space while Washington assumes an
expanding share of the confrontation with Iran. Israel
remains exposed to retaliation, but the distribution of
burdens increasingly favours an ally able to pursue re-
gional ambitions while American forces, Gulf partners
and consumers absorb widening costs.

That distinction matters on the ground. Israel’s military
presence in southern Lebanon extends its security foot-
print, while settlement expansion entrenches its hold
over the West Bank. In Gaza, extensive military control
and demands from farright coalition partners for full
annexation threaten permanent dispossession. These
ambitions advance while Washington carries growing
responsibilities against Iran. Israeli operations in Syr-
ia and tensions with Turkey widen the potential field of
confrontation. My assessment is that American protec-
tion can encourage further Israeli risk-taking, leaving
Washington to contain the consequences. A commit-
ment presented as defending an ally can gradually be-
come responsibility for managing several connected con-
flicts. The military price is already substantial. CSIS and
the International Institute for Strategic Studies describe
depleted stocks of advanced interceptors and strike mis-
siles, with replenishment taking years. Weapons expend-
ed against Iran or in regional defence cannot simultane-
ously protect other theatres. Today’s campaign therefore
mortgages part of America’s future readiness.
Macgregor’s warning about Gulf vulnerability extends
beyond American bases to oil installations and desalina-
tion plants. Even partial damage to such facilities could
impose severe costs on countries whose energy exports,
urban water supplies and commercial confidence depend
on stability. The prolonged export disruption combined
with infrastructure damage could strain revenues, em-
ployment and investment in Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
other Gulf economies. Hosting American forces offers
protection but can also expose host countries to retalia-
tion during a regional war. The economic chain reaches
much further. Macgregor highlights fertilizer, sulfur and
sulfuric acid as overlooked channels of disruption. Gulf
sulfur supplies support fertilizer production and industrial
processes, including some forms of metal extraction and
refining. Shortages can therefore spread from shipping
lanes to farms, factories and mineral supply chains. The
food-security danger is already receiving international at-
tention. Reuters reported on October 14 that a UN of-
ficial warned of a potential crisis in parts of Asia and
Africa unless fertilizer shipments through Hormuz re-
sumed. Missing a planting season can reduce later har-
vests. A military confrontation can thus impose hunger
on populations far removed from its battlefields.
American households pay through transport, agricultur-
al and production costs. Reuters reported average die-
sel prices of $6.28 a gallon when Trump announced the
Russian supply agreement earlier this month. Higher fuel
costs spread across the economy. Iran’s leverage lies part-
ly in making continued confrontation expensive enough
to become a domestic political liability. Ukraine is caught
in this collision of priorities. Reuters has documented
tensions over Ukrainian attacks on Russian energy infra-
structure, sanctions relief and interruptions to American
support. Kyiv's effort to weaken Russia’s war economy

Pakistan’s Syrian Opening

YRIA’S search for a new military patron has unex-

pectedly turned towards Islamabad. According to

a report published by the Lebanese news portal
Al-Modon on October 10, Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa asked Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
to encourage Pakistan to speed up weapons deliveries
and to allow Damascus to procure arms directly from Pa-
kistan. The claim has not been independently confirmed
by Islamabad or Damascus, but it fits a wider pattern:
Syria’s transitional government is looking beyond its old
dependencies, and Pakistan is being courted as a possible
partner in that effort. For Damascus, the appeal is not
difficult to understand. Syria’s armed forces were built
for decades around Russian equipment and, more recent-
ly, relied heavily on Iranian-linked militias. Both sources
of support are now politically and practically uncertain.
A government seeking to rebuild a national army after
years of war wants hardware that is affordable, adaptable
and free of the end-use restrictions that often accompany
Western arms sales. Pakistani systems, produced domes-
tically and marketed as cost-effective and modular, offer
one such option. Syrian analysts quoted in regional re-
porting describe Pakistan as a potential “sovereign buff-
er” for Damascus: a Muslim-majority nuclear state with
an established defence industry, experience in counter-in-
surgency and a long record of dealing with sanctions and
strategic isolation. Whether Pakistan wishes to accept
that role is another matter. But the very fact that Damas-
cus sees Islamabad in these terms marks a significant
shift in the region’s diplomatic geography.
The reported Saudi mediation follows a series of high-level
contacts. Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani visited
Islamabad on August 19 and 20, the first visit by a Syrian
foreign minister in 19 years and the first since the forma-
tion of Syria’s new government. Pakistan’s Foreign Office
said the two sides reaffirmed their “longstanding brotherly
ties”, agreed to revive institutional mechanisms and dis-
cussed cooperation in areas of mutual interest. The sym-
bolism was considerable. Mr al-Shaibani met Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, the commerce and interior ministers, and
Chief of Army Staff Field Marshal Asim Munir. That range

of meetings suggests that Syria was not in Islamabad mere-
ly to discuss trade delegations or cultural exchanges. De-
fence cooperation, regional security and the future political
order in the Levant were inevitably part of the conversa-
tion. Pakistan, for its part, reaffirmed support for Syria’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity and reiterated its po-
sition on the Golan Heights. Damascus publicly welcomed
the visit, with Syrian state media presenting it as the be-
ginning of a deeper strategic relationship. Islamabad’s lan-
guage was more measured, but the direction was clear: Pa-
kistan is willing to re-engage with Syria at a moment when
the country’s political future remains unsettled.

These contacts did not occur in isolation. On August 7,
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Pakistan signed the Mecca Joint
Defence Agreement, a trilateral framework under which an
armed attack on one party would be treated as an attack on
all. The agreement established political and military mech-
anisms for coordination among three states that share con-
cerns about regional instability, Iranian missile threats and
the erosion of traditional security guarantees. Syria sits
close to the centre of that equation. Turkey has long sought
influence over Syria’s post-war security arrangements, par-
ticularly along its border. Saudi Arabia has an interest in
preventing further Iranian entrenchment and in shaping a
stable Arab order. Pakistan brings military experience, de-
fence production and a relationship with China that gives
it an additional strategic weight. If Riyadh, Ankara and
Islamabad coordinate their approach to Damascus, Syria
could gain access to a wider set of partners than it has
had in years. That does not necessarily mean a formal
military alliance. It may begin with training, technical
assistance, border security, counter-drone systems and
limited equipment sales. But even modest cooperation
can alter perceptions of power in a region where symbol-
ism often carries strategic consequences.

Pakistan’s interest is also commercial and strategic. Its de-
fence industry has long sought markets beyond the tradition-
al reliance on a narrow group of buyers. The JF-17 Thunder,
developed with China, and Pakistan’s growing electronics
and unmanned-systems sectors are being presented as al-
ternatives for states that want capability without excessive
dependence on Western or Russian suppliers. Syria, howev-

conflicts with Washington’s desire for cheaper fuel. Pres-
sure on Moscow becomes negotiable when American
economic and electoral pressures intensify. For Europe,
this reversal undermines the predictability on which
collective security depends. Governments supporting
Ukraine must reckon with Washington easing pressure
on Moscow to manage fuel prices. My conclusion is that
Trump is putting longstanding European partnerships
and support for Kyiv at risk to sustain a Middle Eastern
commitment closely tied to Israeli priorities.
Europe could consequently shoulder greater respon-
sibility for Ukraine while absorbing higher costs from
Middle Eastern instability. Defence spending competes
with public services within limited budgets. Leaders ask-
ing their citizens to accept sacrifices need consistency
from their principal ally. Abrupt shifts in Washington
instead leave them financing commitments whose Amer-
ican foundations keep moving. The credible diplomacy
requires tangible changes, including lifting the blockade,
releasing frozen funds and withdrawing naval forces.
These proposals require negotiation and reciprocal com-
mitments. The distrust cannot be overcome by declara-
tions alone. Both sides need verifiable actions that make
restraint more credible than renewed attack. Reported
conventional options include the Massive Ordnance Air
Blast bomb, distinct from the Massive Ordnance Pene-
trator intended for underground targets. Macgregor re-
calls that using the former in Afghanistan did not deliver
political victory. The analogy has limits, but the lesson
holds: a spectacular explosion cannot settle a conflict
whose political objectives remain unattained.
The gravest warning concerns a nuclear option pursued
in desperation when conventional weapons fail to deliver
victory. Trump is inclined to take that step. However,
there is a possibility that senior military leaders would
oppose it, while stressing that they do not make the final
political decision. Trump has publicly rejected nuclear
use, yet it is feared that battlefield frustration could reo-
pen the question. The danger is the belief that a weapon
of vastly greater destructive power could rescue an un-
attainable political objective. Calling a nuclear weapon
tactical cannot contain its humanitarian consequences
or guarantee that escalation would stop. Preventing that
outcome requires achievable objectives, rigorous nu-
clear verification and a negotiated path away from war.
Palestinian self-determination and regional security also
demand political settlements. Unless Washington chang-
es the calculations driving its policy, it risks weakening
pressure on Russia to sustain confrontation with Iran,
while allies and ordinary households absorb the losses.
One war will continue to devour another.
- Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC | Michigan, USA

er, is not an easy market. Its economy is damaged, its insti-
tutions are fragile and its security environment remains vol-
atile. Any arms transfer would carry reputational, financial
and diplomatic risks. Pakistan would need to consider the
reaction of the United States, Israel, Gulf partners and its
own domestic public opinion. It would also need to avoid be-
coming entangled in Syria’s internal rivalries or in a broader
confrontation with Israel. There is a further complication.
Pakistan’s closeness to China means that any expansion of
its defence footprint in Syria could be read in Washington
and Tel Aviv as an extension of Chinese influence. Islamabad
may see itself as an independent actor pursuing commercial
opportunities and Muslim-world solidarity; others may see a
new node in a wider strategic network.
At home, the debate is likely to be sharper. Pakistan faces
inflation, fiscal pressure, political uncertainty and serious
security challenges along its western border. Committing
scarce diplomatic and military resources to Syria may ap-
pear, to many citizens, like an unnecessary adventure. The
Mecca agreement was justified as collective deterrence; in-
volvement in Syria’s reconstruction would require a far more
detailed national rationale. Yet disengagement has its own
costs. If Pakistan remains absent, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qa-
tar, Egypt or other regional actors will shape Syria’s future
without it. Islamabad’s traditional strength has been to main-
tain relationships across rival camps without becoming cap-
tive to any one of them. A careful, conditional opening to Da-
mascus could preserve that flexibility. The central question,
therefore, is not whether Syria wants Pakistani weapons. It
almost certainly does. The question is whether Pakistan
can engage without overcommitting: whether it can sell
capability, offer training and support sovereignty without
inheriting Syria’s conflicts. If handled with restraint, Pa-
kistan’s engagement could give it influence in a region
where it has long been underrepresented. If handled
carelessly, it could turn a promising diplomatic opening
into another burdensome foreign commitment. For Islam-
abad, the Syrian door is opening. The task now is to walk
through it without losing sight of Pakistan’s own limits.
The writer is Assistant Professor Pakistan Studies
Imperial College of Business Studies Lahore
muhammad.akram@imperial.edu.pk
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Briefs

From Pace 01
He highlighted the role of
Danish schools, which have
enabled deserving students
to pursue quality education
and advance their pros-
pects.PM Shehbaz reiter-
ated that at least 27 Dan-
ish schools are being built
across the country. These
institutions aim to offer ex-
cellent facilities—including
smart boards, digital librar-
ies, residential arrange-
ments, and meals—entirely
free of charge so that no
child is denied education
due to financial constraints.
He stressed that education
should remain a top priori-
ty for any government and
that all necessary resources
must be directed toward the
development of the nation’s
children. “Education is a
jewel; regardless of where
you are from, it will always
make you distinguished in
society,” he remarked. El-
igibility under the scheme
is being managed through
the Inter Boards Coordina-
tion Commission (IBCC)

portal. For educational
boards in Punjab, Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

and Balochistan, top-per-
forming Grade 9 (SSCI)
students from government
and public schools based
on the 2026 annual exam-
inations are eligible. Stu-
dents from Islamabad, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Gilgit-Baltistan boards can
include both Grade 9 and
Grade 10 high achievers.
Registered religious sem-
inary (madrasa) students
are also included, with
roughly one in every five
devices allocated to them.

Iran:
resumption
of war
would...

From Pack 01
Whether there is war or
not, our policies remain
the same,” said Araghchi
during a televised event in
Tehran. “They have already
done so twice and have seen
the results. If they want to
try again, they know they
will achieve no different
outcome from those of the
past.” An April 8 ceasefire
between Iran and the Unit-
ed States put an end to the
most intense fighting, apart
from sporadic exchanges
of fire in and around the
strategic Strait of Hormuz,
a key route for global en-
ergy supplies. These mil-
itary flare-ups have lulled
in recent weeks. Iran has
claimed control over the
strait since the outbreak
of the war and has regu-
larly targeted vessels that
attempt crossing without
its authorization — moves
strongly opposed by Wash-
ington and countries in the
region. In response, the
US has been maintaining
a naval counter-blockade
on Iranian ports. In June,
Iran agreed with the United
States to a memorandum
of understanding laying out
a pathway to a permanent
settlement of the conflict,
only for the deal to later un-
ravel as each side accused
the other of violating it.

‘Houthis
have
combined...

FroMm Pace 01
this organization, which
makes the lives of civilians,
the interests of the people,
and the security of the re-
gion tools for blackmail. He
also affirmed that contin-
uing to deal with it outside
the requirements of this
danger gives it the time
and ability to commit more
crimes. Al-Alimi called on
all countries to support na-
tional and international ef-
forts to classify the Houthi
militias as a global terrorist
organization and to unite
efforts to confront their
threat, stressing that the
world, which united yester-
day against Daesh, Al-Qae-
da, Boko Haram and other
terrorist organizations, is
required today to take a uni-
fied and firm stance against
Houthi terrorism. He point-
ed out that the Houthi mi-
litias have combined the
tools of all terrorist organi-
zations, and have surpassed
them in the wide scope of
their threat, from recruiting
children, planting mines,
and booby-trapping roads
and cars, to using missiles.

Serena Hotels celebrates sporting
excellence at Serena Polo Cup 2026

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Serena Ho-
tels, under its Sports Di-
plomacy Initiative and its
continued commitment to
promoting community en-
gagement through sports,
hosted the much-antici-
pated Serena Polo Cup
2026 at the Islamabad
Club Polo Grounds.

The event was attended by
members of the diplomatic
community, government
officials, corporate leaders,
media representatives, and
polo enthusiasts, bring-
ing together distinguished
guests for a celebration of
sporting excellence, friend-
ly competition, and interna-
tional camaraderie.

The final match of the Serena
Polo Cup 2026 featured an ex-
citing contest between Team
HN and Team Asean. Both
teams displayed great skill
and teamwork, keeping the
audience excited throughout
the match. Following an in-
tense contest across four
chukkers, Team Asean
emerged victorious with a
score of 10, securing the
prestigious Serena Polo
Cup 2026 title.

Serena Hotels extend-
ed its congratulations to
both teams for their out-
standing performance and
sportsmanship. The tour-
nament reaffirmed Ser-
ena Hotels commitment
to encouraging athletic

excellence and strength-
ening community ties
through sports. Beyond
polo, Serena Hotels con-
tinues to support a range
of sporting disciplines
across Pakistan, including

tennis, squash, golf, and
women’s cricket, as part
of its efforts to promote
youth engagement, gen-
der equality, and national
pride while strengthening
bonds within local and in-
ternational communities.
Scores:

Serena Challenge Polo Cup
2026 (Final)

HN vs Asean

HN scored 6.5 goals.

Asean scored 10 goals.
Asean won by 3.5 goals.
Asean Team :

Eulogio- 04 goals

Maisam Baloch- 02 goals

Haider Asad-02 goals

Abdullah Faisal -02 goals
Total: 10
HN Team:

¢

Haider Naseem:01
Ibrahim Khalil: 02
Syed M Turab Rizvi: 01

Saqib Khakwani: 02
Handicap:1/2
Total: 6.5

Pakistani artist wins
Cultural Exchange
Award at Int’l contest

SHANGHAL: A cross-cultural design blending Pakistani and
Chinese folk traditions has earned international recogni-
tion in Shanghai, highlighting the role of creative collabo-
ration in fostering people-to-people exchanges. Hira Ali, a
Pakistani artist, received a Cultural Exchange Award at the
4th ISFS Award of the International Folk Gifts Innovative
Design Contest for her work “Folk Hues: Kalash and Jin-
shan Color Fusion,” China Economic Net (CEN) reported.
The contest, hosted by the Shanghai Fashion and Accesso-
ries Society, held its final evaluation meeting on October
19 at Donghua University. Her tutor, Wu Pengxiao from
Shanghai University, received an Excellent Tutor Award.
The competition, themed “Algorithm,” used baseball caps,
scarves, T-shirts, and socks as design carriers, encourag-
ing domestic and international students at Chinese univer-
sities to explore and interpret folk cultural elements from
around the world. Through their designs, participants were
invited to express the fashion essence of diverse local folk
cultures and jointly build a more inclusive, green and intelli-
gent future. Hira Ali’s award-winning design fuses Pakistani
Kalash elements with Shanghai Jinshan Farmer Paintings.
The Kalash, a small indigenous people of Pakistan’s Chitral
region, retain ancient folk beliefs, Kalasha language and
distinctive embroidered dress, and their Suri Jagek astro-
nomical practice was inscribed by UNESCO in 2018 as an
intangible heritage in need of urgent preservation.
Celebrated for their bold compositions and vibrant
colors, the Jinshan Farmer Paintings, which emerged in
Shanghai’s Jinshan district in the late 1950s, gained in-
ternational recognition after an exhibition at the National
Art Museum of China in 1980, and are now recognized as
Shanghai’s municipal intangible cultural heritage. - APP

PSB Honours Rizwan Aftab Ahmed
for Sports Development

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) Direc-
tor General Yawar Hussain has honoured Dr. Ri-
zwan Aftab Ahmed, CEO of ACTIVIT and Director
of National Hospital, in recognition of his contri-
butions to sports development and athlete welfare
in Pakistan. During a meeting, the DG PSB appre-
ciated Dr. Rizwan’s support for athletes through
sponsorships, medical and nutritional assistance,
and collaboration with sports organisations.

ACTIVIT recently signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the Director of the PSB Coaching
Centre Lahore to promote sports development, athlete
support and joint initiatives. The DG PSB also acknowl-
edged ACTIVIT’s sponsorship of Independence Day
celebrations at the centre in August 2026. The meeting
highlighted the importance of private-sector participa-
tion in strengthening sports and supporting athletes
competing at national and international levels. Dr. Ri-
zwan’s contributions span multiple disciplines, includ-
ing assistance to athletes affiliated with national sports
federations.Dr. Rizwan has also expressed interest in
sponsoring an international bodybuilding competition
organised by the Pakistan Bodybuilding Federation
under the proposed title ACTIVIT Fitness Challenge,
aimed at promoting fitness and providing athletes with
opportunities to compete internationally. In recognition
of his contributions, Dr. Rizwan was presented with a
commemorative shield and a blazer of excellence by
the DG PSB and the Pakistan Bodybuilding Federation.

BEIJING: A memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) on joint research and devel-
opment of food nutrition and functional
foods, as well as joint talent training, was
signed this wee by representatives of four
institutions. The signing ceremony took
place during the China-Pakistan S&T Co-
operation Conference on Food & Medic-
inal Resources for Nutrition and Health,
bringing together over 50 experts, scholars
and industry representatives from research
institutes, universities, regulatory authori-
ties and enterprises from both countries to
witness the occasion.

According to China Economic Net, the
MOU was jointly signed by Muhammad
Igbal Choudhary, Coordinator General of
the Standing Committee on Scientific and
Technological Cooperation of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation (COMSTECH);
Wang Fengzhong, Director of the Institute
of Food and Nutrition Development of
China’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs; Liu Rongrong, Director General
of the Institute of Food Science and Tech-
nology under the Chinese Academy of Ag-
ricultural Sciences (CAAS); and Peng Jun,
Director of the National Nanfan Research
Institute under CAAS. Under the MOU, the
four parties will combine their strengths in
research platforms, germplasm resources,
core technologies and talent training to
advance cooperation.The collaboration will

focus on several key areas, including basic
research on food and medicinal resources,
precision development of functional foods,
joint establishment of international labora-
tories, training of young researchers, appli-
cations for cross-border research projects,
and the regular hosting of high-level aca-
demic conferences. A Pakistani university
is seeking to establish what it hopes will
be the country’s first artificial intelligence
(AI) hospital through a partnership with a
Chinese healthcare technology company,
China Economic Net (CEN) learned at a
event in Beijing on Oct 21.

Li Zheng, chief marketing officer of Tairex,
said the company was developing a strate-
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gic partnership with Riphah Internation-
al University, which hopes to introduce
Tairex’s Agent Hospital system to Paki-
stan. The proposed cooperation would
cover medical education, clinical diagnosis
and research, including the use of virtual
consultation rooms to train medical stu-
dents and doctors, Al-assisted clinical deci-
sion-making, and patient follow-up studies,
CEN reported. In a video message at the
event, Riphah Chancellor Hassan Muham-
mad Khan expressed strong interest in the
partnership, praising the Chinese compa-
ny’s technical capabilities and its focus on
practical healthcare challenges.

“Together, we shall explore how Al can
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serve primary care, medical education and
research, and build a new model of health-
care,” Khan said.

Tairex, an Al healthcare company incubat-
ed by Tsinghua University’s Institute for
Al Industry Research (AIR), has developed
Agent Hospital, a system that uses virtual
patients to train medical professionals and
Al doctor agents to assist physicians in re-
al-world clinical settings.

The system is designed to support, rather
than replace, human doctors, who retain re-
sponsibility for medical decisions.

The potential partnership comes as Paki-
stan faces persistent challenges in health-
care delivery. According to the Pakistan
Economic Survey 2025-26, the country’s
health sector continues to face limited fi-
nancial resources and unequal access to
healthcare facilities.

Public health expenditure accounted for
just 0.8 percent of GDP in fiscal 2024-25.
Pakistan has also identified healthcare as
a priority for Al adoption under its Na-
tional AI Policy 2025, with medical record
digitisation and telemedicine among the
targeted applications. Riphah has already
begun incorporating Al into medical ed-
ucation. In August, the university con-
ducted a three-day training programme
in Islamabad for health sciences faculty,
covering Al applications in clinical prac-
tice, research and teaching. - APP

Iran says
border
with Pak...

FroMm PacGe 01

the issue. The Iranian en-
voy also said that, according
to reports, several hundred
trucks carrying LPG had
crossed the Rimdan border
into Gabd on the Pakistani
side. However, the trucks
had remained there for sev-
eral weeks without being
unloaded or cleared, he said.
Moghadam said the situation
was further complicating the
movement of goods and the
smooth flow of bilateral trade.

Key militant
commander
killed...

From Pace 01
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan, since the Af-
ghan Taliban returned to
power in 2021. Pakistan re-
corded its highest monthly
number of militant attacks
in 12 years during Septem-
ber 2026. Islamabad has re-
peatedly urged Kabul to pre-
vent its territory from being
used by militant organisa-
tions to carry out attacks
inside Pakistan. Pakistan
maintains that the Afghan
Taliban regime has failed
to take effective action
against groups responsible
for attacks on Pakistani se-
curity forces and civilians.

GDA launches
plantation
project with
drip irrigation

GWADAR: The Gwadar De-
velopment Authority (GDA)
launched a plantation project
at Marine Drive Circle, intro-
ducing a drip irrigation sys-
tem to supply water more effi-
ciently to plants. The project,
undertaken on the instruc-
tions of GDA Director Gen-
eral Moin-ur-Rehman Khan,
involves planting flowering
plants and trees at Asia Circle
to improve the roundabout’s
appearance, Gwadar Pro re-
ported. GDA Environmental
Officer and Horticulturist Ha-
mal Dashti said the project in-
cludes irrigation and mainte-
nance measures intended to
support healthy plant growth
over time. He said the drip
irrigation system would de-
liver water directly to plants
according to their needs,
helping conserve water and
support their growth. - APP

Briefs

Resilient
housingto
atldress

growing
challenges

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Pro-
gramme Manager (DPM)
UN-Habitat Pakistan Hamid
Mumtaz Khan has said that
Pakistan needs affordable, ad-
equate and climateresilient
housing solutions to address its
growing housing deficit, rapid
urbanization and recurring nat-
ural disasters. In an interview
with APP, he said that rapid and
often unplanned urbanization
was contributing to the expan-
sion of informal settlements and
slums, while recurring disas-
ters had further intensified the
country’s housing challenges,
with millions of houses affected
since the 2005 earthquake. Ad-
dressing the growing housing
crisis required a comprehensive
approach that focused not only
on increasing housing supply
but also on ensuring afforda-
bility, adequate basic services
and the resilience of existing
and future homes, he added.
Khan emphasized the need
for affordable and incremental
housing solutions, access to ser-
viced land, appropriate financing
mechanisms and the upgrading
of existing informal settlements
through meaningful community
participation. He said adequate
housing must provide access to
safe drinking water, sanitation,
essential services and a secure
living environment, particularly
for lowdncome communities.
Highlighting the importance
of disasterresilient construc-
tion, he said resilience should
be incorporated into housing
planning, design and construc-
tion to protect communities
against earthquakes, floods and
the growing impacts of climate
change —APP

Protesters clash
with police over
India dam project

bordering China

NEW DELHI: Indian protest-
ers angry over a proposed
Himalayan mega-dam, intend-
ed to counter an upstream
Chinese hydropower project,
have clashed with police and
torched buildings, officials
said.

The violence in northeast
ern Arunachal Pradesh state
erupted late on Friday during
protests against the proposed
11,200-megawatt Siang Upper
Multipurpose Project of state-
run hydropower company
NHPC, Chief Minister Pema
Khandu told reporters on Sat-
urday. “The mob destroyed a
lot of properties, police sta-
tion, the NHPC office was
vandalized, several elected
representatives’ homes were
ransacked,” Khandu told
reporters.Around 40 police
personnel were injured by
stones thrown by protest-
ers, who also vandalized
the NHPC’s offices. Police
fired tear gas canisters to
disperse the crowd. Khan-
du urged opponents of the
project to engage with the
government. “Question
us, have dialogue with
us, instead of violence,”
Khandu said. India says the
proposed dam is needed to
counter China’s $167-billion
Yaxia project, a likely re-
cord-breaking hydropower
scheme upstream in Tibet.
New Delhi fears the Chi-
nese project could affect
water flows downstream,
and says the proposed Indi-
an dam would create a vast
reservoir to store water and
help maintain flows into the
Brahmaputra river.—APP

RCCI celebrates world egg day 2026

Hanif offers freight services
to transport poultry feed

The minister stated that Pakistan Railways had achieved its highest-ever annual revenue of Rs115 billion
during the fiscal year 2025-26. Expressing optimism about the future, he said a revenue target of Rs160
billion had been set for the next fiscal year and expressed confidence that it would be achieved

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (RCCI), in collabo-
ration with SB Eggs, celebrated World Egg
Day 2026 at Chamber House, Rawalpindi,
to promote nutritional awareness and high-
light the importance of eggs as an afforda-
ble and nutritious source of protein.
Federal Minister for Railways Muhammad
Hanif Abbasi attended the event as the
chief guest. RCCI President Nosherwan
Khalil Khan and Patron-in-Chief Sohail Al-
taf warmly received the minister upon his
arrival. Addressing the gathering, Federal
Minister Muhammad Hanif Abbasi offered
Pakistan Railways’ cargo and freight ser-
vices for the transportation of poultry feed
across the country. He emphasized that im-
proved freight facilities could support the
poultry sector by facilitating the movement
of essential supplies and strengthening
logistics for the industry.

The minister stated that Pakistan Railways
had achieved its highest-ever annual reve-
nue of Rs115 billion during the fiscal year
2025-26. Expressing optimism about the
future, he said a revenue target of Rs160
billion had been set for the next fiscal year
and expressed confidence that it would be
achieved.

He further highlighted the development of
a dedicated freight corridor, stating that
the number of freight trains would be in-

creased from nine to 14 by January 2027 to
expand freight operations and enhance the
railway’s cargo business.

Earlier, in his welcome address, RCCI Pres-
ident Nosherwan Khalil Khan highlighted
the vital role of the poultry sector in pro-
moting food security, improving nutrition,

and ensuring access to affordable protein.
He emphasized that eggs and poultry prod-
ucts are essential components of a balanced
diet, particularly for the healthy growth and
development of children.

The RCCI president appreciated SB Eggs
for collaborating with the Chamber to pro-

mote nutritional awareness and engage
young students through educational and
creative activities. He also underscored the
importance of strengthening cooperation
between the business community and rel-
evant stakeholders to support the growth
and sustainability of the poultry industry.

The event featured a cooking competition
alongside painting and poster competitions
for school students. These activities provid-
ed young participants with an opportunity
to demonstrate their creativity while learn-
ing about the nutritional value of eggs and
the importance of healthy eating habits.

Pak, Qatar

explore new
avenues for
trade coop

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan and Qatar’s Minister of State for Foreign Trade Af-
fairs Dr. Ahmad bin Mohammed Al-Sayed co-chaired the
second meeting of the Pakistan—-Qatar Joint Task Force
(JTF) on Trade and Investment in Doha, and reviewed pro-
gress on bilateral economic cooperation and explore new
opportunities for trade, investment and industrial partner-
ships. Representatives of relevant Pakistani ministries par-
ticipated virtually, while the Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), serving as the Secretariat of the Joint Task
Force, coordinated the proceedings from Pakistan, said a
news release issued here on Sunday. Both sides reviewed
progress since the inaugural meeting in April 2026 and dis-
cussed measures to strengthen bilateral trade, facilitate in-
vestment and advance cooperation across priority econom-
ic sectors. During the meeting, Pakistan emphasized the
importance of the early signing of the Pakistan-Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) Free Trade Agreement and sought
Qatar’s continued support in expediting the remaining for-
malities. Pakistan informed the meeting that it had already
completed its domestic approval process and forwarded
the approved agreement text to the GCC Secretariat on
December 31, 2025. The Pakistani side also raised the is-
sue of restrictions on exports of bone-in meat to Qatar and
requested their early resolution, highlighting that a com-
prehensive technical dossier addressing animal health and
food safety requirements had already been shared with the
relevant Qatari authorities. In the agriculture and food se-
curity sector, Pakistan highlighted the proposed Memoran-
dum of Understanding between the Trading Corporation
of Pakistan (TCP) and Qatar’s Hassad Food for the supply
of Pakistani rice under a government-to-government ar-
rangement. The proposed agreement has been submitted
to the Federal Cabinet for approval. Pakistan invited Qatari
investment in modern agriculture, grain storage facilities,
silos, cold storage, integrated cold-chain infrastructure and
advanced farming technologies. Opportunities for develop-
ing sustainable food supply arrangements to strengthen
food security in both countries were also discussed. High-
lighting Pakistan’s industrial potential, the Pakistani side
presented investment opportunities in the automobile sec-
tor, particularly New Energy Vehicles (NEVs) .—APP

ICCI, PTDC sign
MoU to promote
tourism, business
opportunities

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the Prime Minister on Tourism
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan has announced that the 2nd Pakistan
Tourism, Sports & Family Festival 2026 will be held from No-
vember 6 to 8 at Pakistan Sports Complex, Islamabad. The
event, bringing together tourism, sports, culture, adventure,
food, crafts, family entertainment and public engagement
under one platform. He made this announcement while ad-
dressing a ceremony at the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) following the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) between ICCI and the Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) to jointly pro-
mote and ensure the successful organization of the festival.
The three-day festival will feature a wide range of activities,
including paragliding, rock climbing, tent pegging, a vintage
car show, hot air balloons, cultural performances, family en-
tertainment, traditional crafts and food stalls, offering visitors
a vibrant celebration of Pakistan’s cultural diversity, tourism
potential and recreational attractions. Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan
said that reviving tourism was a collective responsibility and
a powerful means of replacing disappointment with happi-
ness, hope and economic opportunities. He emphasized the
need for all stakeholders to take ownership of the initiative
to help build an economically prosperous and stable Pakistan
for future generations. Expressing confidence in the festival’s

success, he hoped that approximately 150,000 people would
visit the event, which would play a significant role in projecting
Islamabad and Pakistan as attractive destinations for tourism,
culture, sports and investment. He stressed that greater in-
ternational visibility was essential to attract foreign visitors
and demonstrate Pakistan’s capacity to host vibrant cultural,
musical, sporting and tourism-related events. He proposed
engaging Pakistan’s diplomatic missions abroad to invite in-
ternational content creators to the festival, enabling them to
showcase Pakistan’s tourism attractions and cultural richness
to global audiences. ICCI President Mohammad Zikria Akbar
Zia said Pakistan possessed exceptional tourism potential
extending far beyond Islamabad, particularly in the country’s
northern areas, including Swat, Chitral, Gilgit and Skardu.
He emphasized the need to improve air connectivity, tourism
infrastructure and international outreach to attract more for-
eign tourists, particularly from Arab countries. The ICCI Pres-
ident emphasized that translating this potential into tangible
economic benefits required improved facilities, professional
management, sustainable tourism practices and stronger
public-private partnerships. He said the business community
could play a vital role in developing tourism infrastructure, at-
tracting investment and promoting Pakistan as a competitive
international destination. Highlighting the close relationship
between tourism and trade, Mohammad Zikria Akbar Zia
said exhibitions, conferences and festivals could generate
significant business opportunities by bringing investors, en-
trepreneurs, tourists and business communities together.
He termed “Trade through Travel” an effective approach to
strengthening commercial relations, promoting investment
and expanding economic cooperation. ICCI Senior Vice Pres-
ident Mohammad Ashfaq Hussain Chatha said tourism was
not merely a recreational activity but a dynamic economic
sector capable of generating employment, attracting invest-
ment, promoting entrepreneurship and contributing to sus-
tainable economic growth.—DNA
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Beirut's $13
chicken
sandwich
hecomes
symhbol of
Lehanon divide

BEIRUT: Seven years after
Lebanon’s devastating fi-
nancial meltdown, a debate
over a chicken sandwich
has exposed an increasingly
stark divide between those
who can still spend freely
and those struggling to get
by.

A trendy health restaurant
wanted to offer its calo-
rie-conscious customers a
healthier take on the belov-
ed Levantine wrap known
as the shish taouk. So, The
Glow Paradise launched the
“Chich Taouk,” pricing it at
around $13 — nearly double
what an un-chic chicken
sandwich typically goes for
in Beirut.

The pricey pun proved hard
to swallow, with outraged
critics accusing the restau-
rant of overcharging in a
country where many house-
holds struggle to afford ne-
cessities.

Yet while the debate raged
on social media, customers
kept buying. The Glow Para-
dise sold more than 20,000
Chic Taouk sandwiches in
just 11 days, according to
managing partner Hrag
Jeghalian, who described
the online exchanges as
“natural marketing.”

The contrasting reactions
touched a nerve in Lebanon,
where years of financial tur-
moil, political dysfunction
and conflict have reshaped
the country’s social land-
scape, hollowing out much
of the middle class while
leaving a smaller group of
consumers able to sustain an
affluent lifestyle.

Sami Nader, an economist at
the Saint Joseph University
of Beirut, said the throngs
at The Glow Paradise belied
another reality.—APP

Oman’s import
prices jump
11.7% as fuel

costs surge

JEDDAH: Oman’s import
prices rose 11.7 percent
year on year in the second
quarter of 2026, driven by a
45.5 percent surge in min-
eral fuel costs, as higher
prices across several com-
modity groups pushed up
the country’s overall import
price index.

The index, compiled by the
National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information, in-
creased 2 percent from the
first quarter, accelerating
from a 5.8 percent annual
rise in the January-March
period, according to official
data reported by the Oman
News Agency.

Prices of animal and veg-
etable oils, fats and waxes
rose 16 percent year on
year, while chemicals and
related products increased
11.6 percent. Crude mate-
rials, excluding fuels, rose
8.3 percent, and manu-
factured goods classified
chiefly by material gained
7.1 percent. The increase
comes amid volatility in
global commodity mar-
kets and disruptions to
regional shipping linked
to the conflict in the Mid-
dle East. Higher energy
prices, elevated freight
and insurance costs and
longer maritime journeys
have added pressure to im-
port-dependent economies
across the region, with the
impact varying according
to countries’ exposure to
key trade routes. —APP

Tarig Usmani: an emblem of feariess journalism

ty of the pen amidst the modern

he did more than just craft his-

lage of “Dhamma Malika” in

the farmer, and the progress of

a kingmaker and a revolutionary

May 2026, when the Internation-

Fayyaz CHAUDHRY

Some personalities transcend
the need for words of introduc-
tion or the crutches of lofty
titles; they are, in their very
essence, a reference point, a
history, and an era. Whenever
the discourse turns to fearless
courage and the unyielding
voice of truth along the thorny,
arduous, and trialladen paths
of journalism, one name reso-
nates with full splendor across
the twin cities of Rawalpindi
and Islamabad—Tariq Usmani.
This is not merely a name; it is
an emblem of a relentless four-
decade-long struggle that has
redirected the turbulent tides of
power and preserved the sancti-

storms of the media landscape.

It is a well-known fact that the
golden age of print journal-
ism in Pakistan is defined by
a select few names. When the
dawn of new newspapers was
breaking over the nation, there
was a brilliant journalist whose
inclusion was deemed absolute-
ly vital for the launch of any
major publication. Tariq Usma-
ni was the driving force behind
the founding teams of premier
national dailies, including Daily
Khabrain, Daily Pakistan, Daily
Al-Akhbar, Daily Ausaf, and Dai-
ly Jinnah. During this peak era
of print media, his influence in
the realm of crime reporting
was unparalleled. As one of
Pakistan’s foremost crime and
investigative reporters, he rou-
tinely pulled the truth out from
the darkest corridors of crime.

The revolutionary slogan that
remains on everyone’s lips to-
day and redirected the course
of Pakistani journalism—the im-
mensely popular Daily Khabrain
motto, “Where there is injus-
tice, there is news”’—grew di-
rectly from the brilliant mind
of this intrepid journalist. Yet,

toric slogans; he became the
true voice of the marginalized.
Through his column “Parsan-
e-Haal” in Daily Al-Akhbar, he
championed the cause of the
helpless and the oppressed. Si-
multaneously, he established a
bold tradition of accountability
by hosting the “Awami Kath-
ehri” (Public Court) forum in
Daily Pakistan, forcing rulers
to answer directly to the public.
In Daily Jinnah, he introduced
the “Jinnah Intelligence Cell,”
elevating crime reporting from
mere sensational news to struc-
tured, documentary-style expos-
es. Over his illustrious career,
he has produced more than
32,000 investigative and exclu-
sive crime reports, consistently
sending shockwaves through
the corridors of power.

While federal journalism tra-
ditionally revolves around the
halls of power, palace intrigues,
and bureaucratic maneuvers,
Tariq Usmani entirely trans-
formed this paradigm. This
departure stems from the rich
rural heritage woven deeply into
his soul. His ancestral home is
the beautiful and historic vil-

the Gujrat district. The source
of his unwavering integrity and
humility lies in his devout up-
bringing. His late father, Hazrat
Sufi Muhammad Sharif, was a
highly revered, pious, and prom-
inent religious and social figure
who commanded immense re-
spect throughout the region.
Though Sufi Sahib has departed
this mortal world, the profound
moral training he imparted re-
mains vividly apparent in Tariq
Usmani’s character. This deep
connection to the soil eventual-
ly compelled him to advocate for
farmers’ rights, leading him to
found Pakistan’s first agricultur-
al newspaper, Daily “Dehat” Is-
lamabad. Serving as its founding
editor for 23 years—from 1997
to 2020—he tirelessly fought the
case for peasants, laborers, and
cultivators, transforming Daily
Dehat into an intellectual insti-
tution that brought modern agri-
cultural research and scientific
practices directly to the farm-
er’s doorstep. While the rest of
the media remained captivated
by urban glamor, Tarig Usma-
ni’s pen chose to celebrate the
scent of the soil, the sweat of

modern agriculture.

Beyond his contributions as a
writer, Tariq Usmani stands as
the most powerful and credible
voice for the rights of working
journalists. Recognizing his or-
ganizational acumen, sincere
leadership, and lifelong strug-
gle, the journalistic community
of the twin cities united to honor
him with the presidency of the
Rawalpindi Islamabad Union of
Journalists (RIUJ). As President
of the RIUJ, he served as an im-
pregnable fortress against the
economic exploitation of journal-
ists, forced terminations, and the
non-payment of media workers’
salaries. Whenever press free-
dom faced a sudden assault or the
imposition of draconian laws was
attempted, Tariq Usmani stood
firmly on the frontlines to block
it. He has never been just an of-
fice-bearer; he is a commander
in the fight for journalists’ rights,
whose call immediately rallies the
media community across the twin
cities.

Similarly, within the internal
politics of the National Press
Club (NPC) in Islamabad, Tariq
Usmani’s role has been that of

reformer. In recent elections,
the journalist fraternity honored
his courage and sincere vision
in a manner that fundamentally
altered the history of the Press
Club. For years, a specific ma-
fia had occupied the institution,
treating it as a personal fiefdom
and exploiting working journalists
through toxic politics. Tariq Usm-
ani raised the banner of rebel-
lion against them. As the driving
force of the Democrats Group,
he demonstrated exceptional
wisdom and political sagacity by
weaving disparate factions into a
single, cohesive alliance, making
an seemingly impossible coali-
tion a reality. His spellbinding
eloquence, unifying strategy, and
powerful network of working jour-
nalists did not just sideline this
mafia from Press Club politics;
it handed them a historic defeat.
If working journalists feel secure
and respected at the National
Press Club today, it is because of
Tariq Usmani’s political foresight
and tireless efforts.

The influence of Tariq Usmani’s
eloquence and leadership now ex-
tends far beyond Pakistan, echo-
ing through international halls. In

al Federation of Journalists (IF])
hosted its historic 100th Anniver-
sary Congress at the UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris, France,
he brilliantly and courageously
presented the case of Pakistani
media workers before more than
300 international delegates. Dur-
ing his time in Paris, he met with
the Pakistani Ambassador to pres-
ent a comprehensive roadmap ad-
dressing the evolving challenges
of global media, the digital secu-
rity of journalists, and the pres-
ervation of press freedom—an
initiative that earned widespread
international acclaim. In an era
where journalism often loses its
way to commercial interests, the
rating race, and compromised
values, the presence of a fearless,
bold, and sincere leader like Tariq
Usmani is a rare blessing. Histo-
ry will bear witness that from the
grand halls of Paris to the quiet
fields of “Dhamma Malika” in
Gujrat, he has always held the
banner of truth high. Ultimately,
Tariq Usmani did not gain fame
from journalism; rather, journal-
ism reclaimed its lost credibility
and dignity through an honora-
ble and proud son like him.



CENTRELINE

Largest iplomatic Magazine

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2026

ISl POST

WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari has ex-
tended warm felicitations
to the President and the
people of the Republic of
Austria on the occasion of
Austria’s National Day. In
his letter to Austrian Pres-
ident Dr Alexander Van
der Bellen, President Zard-
ari conveyed his best wish-
es for the President’s good
health and happiness and
for the continued progress,
prosperity and well-being
of the Austrian people.
President Zardari said that
Pakistan and Austria enjoy
longstanding and cordial
relations founded on mu-
tual respect, goodwill and
a shared commitment to
peace, stability and interna-
tional cooperation.

He noted that the two coun-
tries maintain constructive
engagement at bilateral and
multilateral levels, reflect-
ing their common desire
to strengthen friendly rela-
tions and promote mutually
beneficial cooperation.

The President expressed
confidence that the bonds of
friendship between Pakistan
and Austria would continue
to grow stronger, opening
new avenues for cooperation
in areas of mutual interest
and bringing the two peo-
ples closer together.

Police made
1,314 arrests
in France’s
protests:

government

PARIS: Police arrested
1,314 people in weekend
protests across France, the
interior ministry said Sun-
day, adding that 53 officers
were hurt in clashes.

The arrests occurred as
violence broke out on the
margins of mass demon-
strations in major cities on
Saturday over the high cost
of living. It was the second
consecutive weekend of
unrest in France, which
is heading to presidential
elections in April and May
to choose a successor to
Emmanuel Macron, who is
reaching his two-term limit.
The interior ministry said
police responded to 75 fires
during Saturday’s protests,
adding that 24 shops were
looted. “Several investiga-
tions have been opened,” it
said in a statement, without
giving details. It said that
the rest of Saturday night,
after the clashes had died
down, was “calm.”

The ministry statement
on Sunday did not say how
many protesters were hurt.
Late Saturday, Interior
Minister Laurent Nunez
spoke of two serious injuries
among protesters: one in
Toulouse and one in Cler-
mont-Ferrand. The Toulouse
prefecture, which reports to
the interior ministry, told
AFP that a 20-year-old man
was seriously hurt with a
wound to his hand. A street
medic who tended demon-
strators told AFP, on condi-
tion of anonymity, that the
man had “several fingers”
blown off his right hand.
The prefecture covering
Clermont-Ferrand said a
man there also had a hand
hurt, but did not suffer the
loss of any fingers. — APP

ASEAN, Pakistan relations
poised to grow further: envoy

Ambassador of Myanmar Wunna Han talks to daily Islamabad POST.
The first part was published on October 20, 2026

ANSsAR MaaMooD BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador Wunna Han
has underscored Myanmar’s appreciation

of Pakistan’s engagement with the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).
He noted that Pakistan’s role as a Sectoral
Dialogue Partner of ASEAN and its active
participation in the ASEAN Regional Fo-

rum have contributed positively to regional
cooperation. Myanmar, he stated, supports
Pakistan’s efforts to deepen ties with ASE-
AN under its “Vision East Asia” initiative.

Highlighting Myanmar’s unique geo-

graphic position, the ambassador de-
scribed the country as a natural bridge
linking South Asia and Southeast Asia.
He emphasized that enhanced coop-
eration between Pakistan and ASEAN
could generate opportunities in areas
such as trade, counterterrorism, dis-
aster management, climate resilience,
and human resource development.
When asked about his message to various
segments of Pakistani society, Ambassador
Wunna Han encouraged businesses to look
beyond traditional markets and explore the
vast potential of Southeast Asia. He empha-
sized that investments in business-to-busi-
ness relationships today could generate
significant long-term rewards.

For students and academics, he called for
stronger educational exchanges, collabo-
rative research projects, and diplomatic
training programs. Greater understanding
of each other’s cultures, histories, and lan-
guages, he suggested, would establish a
durable foundation for future cooperation.
To policymakers, the ambassador urged
continued dialogue and collaboration in
areas such as trade facilitation, religious
tourism, and institutional partnerships.
He stressed that both countries can make
meaningful contributions to regional peace,
stability, and economic prosperity by work-
ing together in regional and global forums.
Reflecting on his personal experience
in Pakistan, Ambassador Wunna Han ex-
pressed deep appreciation for the hospital-
ity and warmth of the Pakistani people. He
described his tenure in the country as both
professionally productive and personally re-
warding. Islamabad, he observed, is among
the world’s most beautiful and green capital
cities, while Pakistan’s rich historical herit-
age continues to leave a lasting impression
on visitors from Myanmar.

Particularly significant to him are the
renowned Gandhara civilization sites in
Taxila and Swat, which hold special cul-
tural and spiritual importance for many
Myanmar citizens. He also praised Paki-
stan’s vibrant cultural traditions, diverse
cuisine, and resilient national spirit.
Concluding the interview on a positive
note, Ambassador Wunna Han reaf-
firmed his commitment to strength-
ening understanding and cooperation
between Myanmar and Pakistan. Ex-
pressing confidence in the future of
bilateral relations, he emphasized that
the shared history, mutual respect, and
common interests of both nations pro-
vide a strong foundation for expanded
partnership in the years ahead.

Protesters clash with
police over India dam
project bordering China

India says the proposed dam is needed to counter
China’s $167-billion Yaxia project, a likely record-
breaking hydropower scheme upstream in Tibet

NEW DELHI: Indian protesters angry over
a proposed Himalayan mega-dam, intended
to counter an upstream Chinese hydropow-
er project, have clashed with police and
torched buildings, officials said.

The violence in northeastern Arunachal
Pradesh state erupted late on Friday during
protests against the proposed 11,200-meg-
awatt Siang Upper Multipurpose Project of
state-run hydropower company NHPC, Chief
Minister Pema Khandu told reporters on Sat-
urday. “The mob destroyed a lot of properties,
police station, the NHPC office was vandal-
ized, several elected representatives’ homes
were ransacked,” Khandu told reporters.
Around 40 police personnel were injured
by stones thrown by protesters, who also
vandalized the NHPC'’s offices. Police fired
tear gas canisters to disperse the crowd.
Khandu urged opponents of the project to
engage with the government. “Question us,
have dialogue with us, instead of violence,”
Khandu said. India says the proposed dam
is needed to counter China’s $167-billion
Yaxia project, a likely record-breaking hy-
dropower scheme upstream in Tibet.

New Delhi fears the Chinese project could

affect water flows downstream, and says
the proposed Indian dam would create a
vast reservoir to store water and help main-
tain flows into the Brahmaputra river.
Beijing has said its project will have no
“negative impact” downstream.

China claims Arunachal Pradesh as part of
southern Tibet. India says the state is an in-
tegral part of its territory. India’s proposed
dam, which would be by far its largest hy-
dropower project, has drawn fierce opposi-
tion from local communities who fear the
loss of their homes and land.

The project underscores tensions between
the two most populous countries, which
share a disputed Himalayan border pa-
trolled by tens of thousands of troops.
India’s foreign ministry said on Friday the two
sides remained in regular contact to manage
border tensions, after a top Indian border po-
lice official Shatrujeet Kapur reported “face
offs” between Indian and Chinese forces. “The
situation in the India-China border areas gets
disturbed from time to time when Chinese
forces diverge from established patrolling pat-
terns,” foreign ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal told reporters in New Delhi. - APP

Thousands rally against
Netanyahu ahead of vote

Israeli opposition leaders attend
rally as latest KAN poll projects
neither bloc will be able to
secure parliamentary majority

TEL AVIV: Thousands of people rallied in Tel Aviv on
Saturday against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
government, three days before a general election widely
viewed as a referendum on his leadership.

The demonstration was organised by the October Council,
a group founded by families of people killed or taken hos-
tage during the Hamas-led attack on Israel on October 7,
2023. The group is demanding accountability for the secu-
rity failures that allowed the attack to take place.

Israeli media reported that leaders of the four main oppo-
sition parties attended the rally, including former military
chief Gadi Eisenkot, who is challenging Netanyahu and re-
ceived a warm welcome from the crowd.

“Three days before the election, we will hold the culmi-
nating event marking three years of struggle to uncover
the truth, demand accountability, and establish a state
commission of inquiry,” the October Council said on X

as it is now,”

ahead of the demonstration. The latest opinion polls
published before a blackout on political polling took ef-
fect late on Friday showed that neither bloc was project-
ed to win a majority in Israel’s 120-seat parliament.

A poll published by public broadcaster KAN projected 52
seats for Eisenkot’s bloc and 50 for Netanyahu’s, with the
remaining seats going to parties outside the two blocs, in-
cluding Arab parties. “Israel has never been in a situation
she added. Ahead of the demonstration, the
October Council had alerted law enforcement to possible
“provocations” by pro-government agitators.

Israeli police said on Saturday evening that they had arrest-
ed a suspect for assaulting the security team of a public
figure in Tel Aviv. Israeli media identified the target as for-
mer prime minister and opposition leader Naftali Bennett.
The rally followed years of campaigning by Israeli civil
society groups and opposition parties for an independ-
ent commission of inquiry into the security failures sur-
rounding the October 7 attack. Netanyahu’s government
has refused to establish such a commission, of the kind
Israel has commonly set up to investigate major national
failures. Instead, it has proposed a political commission
whose members would be appointed equally by the gov-
erning coalition and opposition lawmakers. - APP
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Obama hlasts
Trump’s
‘chaos and
cruelty

DNA

WASHINGTON: Former US
president Barack Obama de-
livered scathing criticisms
of his successor, Donald
Trump, at rallies Saturday
in Ohio and Michigan to sup-
port Democratic candidates
ahead of the November 3
midterm elections.
Democrats are attempting
to wrest back control of
one or both chambers of
the US Congress, which
are currently controlled by
Trump’s Republican party.
The former president re-
tains considerable popular-
ity among the Democratic
base, which he is keen to
leverage to support his
Democratic Party’s candi-
dates. In both states, the
65-yearold former presi-
dent blamed the Trump ad-
ministration for the rising
cost of living, a top voter
concern amid soaring fuel
prices. “The current pres-
ident chose to make a
series of bad decisions,”
Obama said in Ohio, where
he rallied in support of for-
mer Democratic senator
Sherrod Brown. “Most
importantly, he decided to
start an unnecessary war
that nobody asked for.”
“After two years of chaos
and cruelty and corruption
and incompetence, the
likes of which we have not
seen in the modern era,
you get a chance to say,
‘Enough is enough,”” Oba-
ma declared in Cleveland.

Russians
injured in
drone attack

MOSCOW: A drone attack on
Russia’s Perm region dam-
aged an industrial facility,
injuring five of its workers,
regional governor Dmitry
Makhonin said on Sunday.

Emergency services were
at the scene and that the
injured people received
the necessary medical
help, he said on the state-
backed MAX messaging
app without providing fur-
ther detail on the nature
of the damage. - APP
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