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Turikiye Proclamation Day

Pakistan, Turkiye
reaffirm ‘eternal
brotherhood’

Addressing the reception, Ambassador Dr. Irfan
Neziroglu described relations between Pakistan
and Tiirkiye as excellent, highlighting the strong
foundation of mutual trust, solidarity and cooperation
that continued to underpin their partnership

ANSAR M. BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s commitment to further strengthening
its longstanding brotherly relations with Tiirkiye, describ-
ing the ties between the two countries as exceptional and
rooted in shared history, mutual trust, cultural affinity and
unwaveringsolidarity.Theprimeministerexpressedthese
viewswhileattendingareceptionmarkingthe 103rdanni-
versary of the founding of the Republic of Tuirkiye, held at
thelawns of theTurkish Embassy in Islamabad. He attend-
ed the event as the chief guest, while Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar was among the other
distinguished dignitaries present. Turkish Ambassador to
Pakistan Dr. Irfan Neziroglu also addressed the gathering.
In hisspeech marking the occasion, Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif extended heartfelt felicitations to Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Turkish govern-
ment and the brotherly people of Tiirkiye.

“Turkiye's proud history, rich heritage and remarkable
journey as a republic reflect the resilience, courage and
indomitable spirit of its people,” the prime minister said.
He observed that Pakistan and Turkiye shared an excep-
tionalbondofbrotherhoodthattranscendedgeographical
boundaries and generations.The enduring friendship, he
added, continued to expand in scope and substance, un-
derpinned by commonvalues, mutual respectand shared
aspirations.“As we join the people of Tirkiye to celebrate
thismomentousoccasion,lamconfidentthatPakistanand

Turkiye will continue to work together to advance peace
and stability in our region and beyond,” he said.

The prime minister reiterated that Pakistan’s relations
with Tiirkiye enjoyed a special place in the country’s for-
eignpolicy.Hehighlightedthedeep-rootedhistorical,cul-
turalandpeople-to-peopleconnectionsthathadwithstood
the test of time and expressed confidence in expanding
cooperationacrossdefence, trade, investment, education
and regional peace initiatives. Addressing the reception,
Ambassador Dr.Irfan Neziroglu described relations be-
tween Pakistan and Tirkiye as excellent, highlighting
thestrongfoundation of mutualtrust, solidarityand co-
operationthatcontinuedtounderpintheirpartnership.
Hethanked Prime Minister ShehbazSharifforattending
thecelebrationandexpressed confidence that bilateral
relations would continue to deepenin the years ahead.
Therelationship betweenthetwocountrieshaslongbeen
characterised by close political coordination and mutual
supportatchallengingmoments.Both sides have consist-
ently expressed their desire to translate this goodwillinto
strongereconomicengagement,increasedinvestment,en-
hancedtradeandclosercollaborationinregionalandinter-
national forums. The Republic of Tuirkiye was proclaimed
on October 29, 1923, under the leadership of Mustafa Ke-
mal Atatiirk, marking a defining moment in the country’s
modernhistory.The 103rdanniversaryprovidedanoppor-
tunity to celebrateTirkiye's national journey and reaffirm
its commitment to further progress and development.

Continued on Page 06

Bilawal urges Achakzai

Pak, China
sign accord

DNA

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan
and China have signed an
agreement to operational-
ise a green channel at the
Sost-Khunjerab border for
agricultural and allied prod-
ucts to facilitate bilateral
trade. The agreement was
signed online between the
customs administrations of
thetwo countries at the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue (FBR)
on Thursday. The Pakistani
delegation was led by Mem-
ber Customs (Operations)
Syed Shakeel Shah, while
the Chinese delegation was
headedbyLiQinghua,depu-
ty head of Urumqi Customs
and director of Tashkurgan
Customs. According to an
official announcement, the
agreement aims to estab-
lish a green channel for an
agreed list of agricultural
products, allowing eligible
consignments to undergo
priority processing and ex-
aminationwhilemaintaining
risk-based customs controls.

PM approves
expansion
or airports

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
terShehbaz SharifonThurs-
dayapprovedtheexpansion
of Lahore and Karachi air-
ports under their respec-
tive master plans, directing
authorities to complete the
projects within stipulated
timelines while ensuring
compliance with interna-
tional standards. Chairing
a meeting on airport ex-
pansion and passenger fa-
cilitation in Islamabad, the
prime minister emphasised
thatpassengerconvenience
must remain the top pri-
ority at all airports across
the country. He directed
the relevant authorities to
ensure no compromise on
construction quality and to
carry out third-party vali-
dation of reforms aimed at
improvingairportinfrastruc-
tureandpassengerservices.

to exercise authority
delegated by Imran

Urging the speaker and the government to fulfil their
responsibilities, the PPP chairman also called on
the opposition to play its role in the House

MEeHTAB PIRZADA

ISLAMABAD: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhu-
tto-ZardarionThursdayurgedNational As-
semblyOppositionLeaderMehmoodKhan
Achakzaito use the“authority and power”
delegated to him byjailed PTIfounderIm-
ran Khan to direct opposition members
to participate in House committees
anddiscuss pressing nationalissues.
He madetheremarks while address-
ing the National Assembly during a
session chaired by Deputy Speaker
Syed Ghulam Mustafa. Ad-
dressing the House, Bilawal
calledforstrengtheningPar-
liamentbytakingdecisions
on matters of national
interestcollectivelyona
single platform. “If Par-
liamentispowerful,we
are all powerful; this is
thepowerbestowedon

L R

us by the people of Pakistan,” he said.
Urging the speaker and the government to
fulfiltheirresponsibilities, the PPP chairman
also called on the opposition to play its role
in the House. “Those who want this House
toremaindysfunctionalanddonotwantthe
people of Pakistan to benefit from it have
succeeded,’hesaid, pointing towardsthe
oppositionbenches.“Congratulations
to you,” he added sarcastically. “You
have played a part in helping these
people achieve their objective,” he
said, criticising the opposition. Bil-
awal also criticised the oppo-
sition’s decision to boycott
committee proceedings,
saying it had contributed
to the “weakening” of
Parliament. “It is your
responsibility to repre-
sentyourparty,thepeo-
pleandyourconstituen-
ciesinthesecommittees.

ATC sentences Imaan,
Hadi to 10 years prison

Imaan and Hadi were being tried in jail in a
2024 case pertaining to the alleged disruption
of an international cricket team’s security
route and incitement to public unrest

CouURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: An anti-terrorism court on
Thursday sentenced human rights lawyer
Imaan Zainab Mazari-Hazir and her hus-
band, Hadi Ali Chattha, to 10 years in pris-
on each in the security breach case.
Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra announced the
verdict at Adiala Jail, where the trial was
conducted. The court had reserved its
judgment on October 27, following the
conclusion of final arguments.

The sentence was handed down under
threeseparatelegal provisions.Fineswere
also imposed on both accused.

Imaan andHadiwere being triedinjailina
2024 casepertainingtotheallegeddisrup-
tionofaninternationalcricketteam’ssecu-
rity route and incitement to public unrest.
The couple, accused of removing barriers
from the route, was indicted on Oct 7.

A formal trial commenced after both
lawyerspleaded notguilty.Bothwereon
bail in this case prior to the verdict.

The court had appointed a state counsel
for the defence in the case. State counsel
AtifMehmoodconductedthecross-exam-
ination of the witnesses during the trial,
while the prosecution presented a total of
seven witnesses.On Oct 27, both accused
recorded their statements under Section
342 (power to examine the accused) of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, while
finalargumentsbythestatecounselalso
concluded during the proceedings.

Following the completion of the trial and
final arguments, the court reserved its ver-
dictandsaidthatitwouldbepronouncedon
Oct29.0nMonday, thecoupleapproached
the SC to challenge the IHC’s Oct 19 or-
der refusing to stay the trial in the case.

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Chief Guest Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif Prime Minister of Pakistan, Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar and Ambassador of Tiirkiye Dr. Irfan Neziroglu cutting cake to celebrate
\_ the 103rd Anniversary of the Proclamation of the Republic of Turkiye. - DNA
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Israel piles
pressure
on Arab

parties

NEws DEsk

TEL AVIV: Prime Minister
BenjaminNetanyahu'sbloc
onThursday piled pressure
on Israeli Arab leaders over
unprovenaccusationsoffor-
eign funding, in a push to
neuter parties that could
hold the key to forming
a government after an in-
conclusive election.

Israeli  President Isaac
Herzog called for an inves-
tigation into allegations of
fraudbutcautionedagainst
stigmatisingtheentireArab
Israelicommunity,whovot-
ed at unprecedented rates.
Israel was nearing the com-
pletion of ballot-counting
from Tuesday’s election, in
which neither Netanyahu
nor the opposition bloc led
byformermilitarychiefGadi
Eisenkot looked able to se-
cure amajority in the parlia-
mentknownastheKnesset.

Continued on Page 06

JUI-F sought
governor’s rule

in KP, says Naqvi

Interior minister’s remarks trigger protest by
JUI-F lawmakers during Senate proceedings

FaisAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqviclaimed during aheated Senate ses-
sion on Wednesday that JUI-F leaders had
previously approached the government
seeking the imposition of governor’s rule
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, addressing his
remarks to PTIl senators present in the
House. “Barrister Ali Zafar sahib is sitting
here. These [JUI-F leaders] are the same
peoplewhousedtocometousbeforegov-
ernor’s rule and say, ‘Impose governor’s
rule and rid us of them)" Naqvi said, re-
ferring to the JUI-F. His remarks prompted
protests from JUI-F lawmakers, including
Senator Kamran Murtaza, prompting re-
peated interventions from the chair ask-
ing members to avoid cross-talk and let
the interior minister finish his statement.

Continued on Page 06

PTI affirms Afridi
to remain as CM

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The PTl on Thursday re-
affirmed its support for Sohail Afridi,
the ex-chief minister who was rendered
nonfunctional after the imposition of
governor’s rule in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, ruling out any move within the party
to consider an alternative candidate for
the office. Afridi has not been seen since
the Centre imposed governor’s rule and
emergency in KP on Oct 11. The very
next day, a federal minister confirmed
that he and some of his cabinet mem-
bers were in preventive custody. In the
notification issued by the party’s central

Continued on Page 06
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Hurriyat
leaders decry
unlawful
detentionsin
NOJK

ISLAMABAD: In Indian il-
legallyoccupiedJammuand
Kashmir  (IIOJK), Hurriyat
leaders have said that the
Modi regime is arbitrarily
detaining Kashmiris to force
them into submission.
According to Kashmir Media
Service, the leaders said that
Hurriyat leaders and activists
werebeingbookedunderdra-
conian laws for their political
beliefs. They deplored that In-
diawasdenyingspacetothose
seeking freedom in II0JK by
repeatedly arresting them on
fabricated charges.

The Hurriyat leaders said that
frequently invoking draconi-
an laws against Kashmiris to
prolong their detention was
theworstformofpoliticalven-
detta,withthousandsofKash-
mirislanguishinginIndianjails
under repressive laws.

Indian prisons, but the Modi
regime’s vindictive policies
would not stop Kashmiris
fromresistingtheoccupation.
They said India must be held
accountableforitsflagrantvio-
lationsofthe GenevaConven-
tion provisions on prisoners’
rightsinllOJKand urged the
international community to
takenoticeofunlawfuldeten-
tions in the territory.—APP

Schoolgirl’s
alleged
blackmailer
heldin 15
minutes

ISLAMABAD: The National
Cyber Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA) arrested
ayoung man within 15 min-
utes following a school prin-
cipal’s complaint during an
E-Kachehriaboutthealleged
onlineharassmentandblack-
mailing of aschoolgirl, while
theagencyalsoreportedthe
arrest of 351 suspects in so-
cialmediaharassmentcases.
An NCCIA official told APP
on Thursday that the school
principal informed Director
General Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi
during the E-Kachehri that
a student was being black-
mailed by ayoung manwho
had allegedly obtained her
personal photographs.

The principal said the sus-
pect had been persuaded to
cometotheschoolataround
1:30pm, providinganoppor-
tunity for the agency to take
immediateaction.Takingno-
tice ofthe complaint, the DG
directed the concerned of-
ficers, including SHO Zahid
Shah, to immediately reach
thelocationandtakelegalac-
tion.The official said the NC-
ClAteamrespondedprompt-
ly and arrested the suspect
within 15 minutes of the
directions. The principal’s
timely intervention helped
bringthemattertotheagen-
cy’s attention and enabled
immediate action to protect
the student. Meanwhile, Di-
rector General NCCIA Syed
Ali Nasir Rizvi said the agen-
cy had restored an effective
system to ensure that citi-
zens'complaintsreachedthe
concerned complaint cells
without delay. He said more
than 20,000 complaint ver-
ifications had been carried
out during the past 42 days,
followedbynecessaryaction
on the complaints. The DG
said NCCIA had established
17 cyber patrolling units to
monitorsocialmediaactivi-
tiesandtake action against
online criminal activities.
He said the units had reg-
istered 147 cases, while
351 suspects involved in
allegedlyharassingwomen
through social media had
been arrested.

Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi said the
cyber patrolling units were
monitoring online harass-
ment, fake news.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of the National Commission on the Status of Women (NCSW) Noureen Baloch Lehri cutting the cake during Breast Cancer awareness seminar and
medical camp at Women Welfare and Development Center G-7/1.

Kundi directs
working to resolve
KP energy issues

PESHAWAR: Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Fais-
al Karim Kundi on Thurs-
day directed the authori-
ties concerned to prepare
a comprehensive working
paper on the province’s
energy sectorto effectively
pursuependingissueswith
thefederalgovernmentand
ensure a sustainable solu-
tiontoenergy-relatedchal-
lenges. Chairing an impor-
tantmeetingontheEnergy
andPowerDepartment,the
Governor was briefed by
Adviser on Energy Usman
Saifullah Khan, Secretary
Energy Muhammad Zubair
Khan and other senior of-
ficials on departmental af-
fairs,ongoingdevelopment
projects, pending issues
with the federal govern-
ment, net hydel profit dues
and other matters related
to the energy sector.

The meeting reviewed the
progress and challenges
facing the 94MW Gabral
Kalam Hydropower Pro-
ject, the 470MW Kurram
Tangi (Kuria) Hydropow-

er Project, the 229MW
Kedam Hydropower Pro-
ject and the Pehur Project.
Participants also discussed
issues relating to the oil
and gas sector, gas excise
duty, the LPG Policy 2016,
allocation of a 10 percent
LPG quota and the supply
of 100 MMCFD gas to the
industrial sector.

The Governor directed
the department to for-
mally write to the federal
government regarding the
pending net hydel profit
dues and take effective
measures to resolve the
long-standingissue.Hesaid
closecoordinationwouldbe
maintainedwiththefederal
governmenttoaddressen-
ergychallengesandprotect
the province’s legitimate
rights.

The meeting was also in-
formed about issues con-
fronting various projects,
including the Orakzai, Ti-
rah and Miran Shah gas
blocks. Governor Kundi
said the provincial govern-
ment would engage with

relevantfederalinstitutions
to resolve gas and other
energy-relatedmattersand
ensure that all legitimate
concerns of the province
were effectively taken up
with the federation.
Emphasizing the impor-
tance of utilizing the prov-
ince’s natural resources,
the Governor said indus-
trial development should
be promotedtocreate new
employmentopportunities.
He added that strength-
ening the industrial base
would enable the province
to make better use of facili-
tiesandincentivesavailable
from the federal govern-
ment.Hefurtherinstructed
the Adviser on Energy to
prepare adetailed working
paper containing concrete
proposals on ongoing pro-
jects, future requirements
and key issues facing the
Energy Department so
that the matters could be
pursued with the federal
government in a coordi-
nated and effective man-
ner.—DNA

Maulana Fazlur Rehman
should play a positive role

RAWALPINDI: Chief Organizer and Media Coordinator of the Pakistan Ex-Servicemen
Society, AzizAhmed Awan, has said that Maulana FazlurRehman should take his pastinto
accountand playapositiverolein promotingthenationalinterestandensuringthestabil-
ity of the country. He said that if anyone is working to promote Pakistan’s development,
enhancethecountry’spositiveimageattheinternationallevel,and establishpeaceinthe
region,sucheffortsshouldbeencouragedratherthansubjectedtounwarrantedcriticism.
He said that Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi, and other relevant officials are working to strengthen Pakistan’s
role in promoting international peace. In particular, Pakistan’s efforts to ease tensions
between the United States and Iran and resolve disputes through dialogue and negotia-
tions are commendable. AzizAhmed Awan said that Pakistan’s efforts to promote peace
attheinternational level are being appreciated. In these circumstances, political leaders
should give priority to the national interest. He added that statements aimed merely at
gainingcheappublicityshouldbeavoided,astheycouldunderminethecountry’snation-
al interests and damage Pakistan’s positive image internationally. He further stated that
the Pakistan Ex-Servicemen Society expresses its regret over Maulana Fazlur Rehman'’s
approach and believes that, in the current circumstances, all political leaders should rise
abovetheirdifferencesandsupportPakistan’speaceinitiatives,diplomaticachievements,
and national stability. He emphasized that Pakistan’s role in promoting peace is of great
importance for the country’s prestige and a better future for the entire region.—DNA

5th Int,| Maritime Symposium

ISLAMABAD: The National Institute of Maritime Affairs
(NIMA) hosted the International Maritime Symposium
2026 (IMS-26) comprising of two sessions at Bahria Uni-
versity, Islamabad, underthetheme”Eroding Rules-Based
International Order at Sea and Maritime Security Para-
digm 2.0 Diplomats, senior civil and military leadership,
policymakersandnationalandinternationalexpertsdelib-
eratedonemergingmaritimechallengesandtheevolving
global maritime order, said a press releaseissued by Direc-
torate General Public Relations (Navy). Chief of the Naval
Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf, graced the first session, cov-

culminates at Bahria varsity

ering“Geopoliticsof Global CommonsInternational Order
at Sea,” as Chief Guest. Discussions addressed the rules-
based maritime order, competition over ocean resources,
strategic choke points, emerging technologies, maritime
stability and freedom of navigation. Federal Minister for
Maritime Affairs, Mr.Muhammad Junaid AnwarChaudhry,
graced the second session, covering “Pakistan’s Maritime
Future: Maritime Security, Ocean Governance and Blue
Economy,"which examined Indian Ocean security, Aland
autonomouscapabilities, portresilience, sustainablegov-
ernance and Pakistan’s Blue Economy potential. —DNA

Rs 644b
Balochistan
highway
projects
set for
completion

ISLAMABAD: Ten major
highway projects in Ba-
lochistan, involving a com-
bined approved PC-I cost
of Rs644.06 billion, are
scheduled for completion
between 2026 and 2028.

According to official docu-
mentsavailablewithWealth
Pakistan, these projects
are being implemented
under the Public Sector
Development Programme
(PSDP) to strengthen road
connectivity,facilitatetrade
andimprovetransportation
infrastructure across the
province. The documents
show that three highway
projects are scheduled for
completion by December
2026, six others have com-
pletion deadlines in 2027,
while one major project is
expected to be completed
in June 2028. Among the
projects nearing comple-
tion, the 22.7-kilometre
dualisation of Quetta West-
ern Bypass (N-25), costing
Rs6.89 billion, has achieved
85% physical progress,
with expenditure reaching
Rs6.05 billion. The project
isscheduledforcompletion
in November 2026. Similar-
ly,the 103-kilometreNokun-
di-Mashkel road project,
with an approved cost of
Rs7.71 billion, has achieved
79% progress. Expenditure
on the project has reached
Rs6.94billion,withcomple-
tionexpectedin December
2026. The 79.89-kilometre
JhalJhao-BelaRoadproject,
costing Rs16.22 billion,
has recorded 70% physical
progress and expenditure
of Rs13.87 billion. Its com-
pletionisalsoscheduledfor
December 2026.The docu-
mentsindicatethatsubstan-
tial investment is concen-
trated in the N-25 highway,
amajor transportation cor-
ridor connecting Karachi,
QuettaandChaman.—APP

Citizen-
in--Loop
approach
essential for
sovereign Al

ISLAMABAD:  Countries
must ensure their citizens
have a meaningful role in
developing and shaping
artificial intelligence (Al),
rather than remaining con-
sumers of technologies
built elsewhere, said Aamir
Ibrahim, CEO, JazzWorld,
Speaking at CNN Global
PerspectivesinDoha, Qatar
hearguedthatAlsovereign-
tymustextendbeyondtech-
nologicalownershiptoena-
ble people to contribute to
theintelligenceincreasing-
ly shaping theireconomies,
institutions and everyday
lives Speakingduringases-
sion titled “The Sovereign
Stack,” Ibrahim challenged
the conventional under-
standing of Al sovereign-
ty, which often centers on
dataresidency,computing
infrastructureand domes-
tic Al models. —APP

Haroon for peace,
harmony, respect
for human rights

RAWALPINDI: Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minis-
ter (SAPM) and Minister of
StateFahdHaroonhascalled
for promoting peace, inter-
faithharmony, kindnessand
respect for human rights,
emphasising that these val-
ues should be reflected in
everyday behaviour and in-
teractions.

Addressing the award cer-
emony as the chief guest,
organised by the National
Peace Committee for Inter-
faith Harmony and Human
Rights at Punjab Arts Coun-
cil, Rawalpindi,Fahd Haroon
said that peace and harmo-
ny could be strengthened
throughmutualunderstand-
ing, compassion, justice
and respect for people from
different religious and social
backgrounds.

He thanked the organiser,
Raja Samad, and his team at
the National Peace Commit-
tee for Interfaith Harmony
and Human Rights for invit-

ing him to the occasion, say-
ingsuchgatheringsprovided
an opportunity torecognise
individuals working for the
betterment of society. Con-
gratulating the award recip-
ients from various fields,
including law enforcement,
journalism, education, hu-
man rights and social wel-
fare, Haroon appreciated
their contributions and said
recognition  encouraged
people to continue serving
society with dedication and
sincerity.

He said people often re-
mained occupied with their
daily responsibilities and
overlooked the efforts of
those quietly working for
thewelfare of others,adding
thatsuchceremonieshelped
acknowledgetheircontribu-
tions and boost their confi-
dence.

Fahd Haroon said the teach-
ings of Islam emphasised
kindness, justice, compas-
sion and respect for others,

adding that the teachings of
the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH) reminded peo-
ple of their responsibility to-
wards fellow human beings.
Hestressedthatthesevalues
should not remain confined
tospeechesandceremonies
but should be practised in
daily life, particularly in the
way people interacted with
others, responded to differ-
ences and treated the less
fortunate.

He said Pakistan was a
shared home for people be-
longingtodifferentreligious
and social backgrounds, all
of whomhad contributed to
the country’s development
and had a role to play in its
future.
Emphasisingtheimportance
of interfaith harmony, he
said people might have dif-
ferent beliefs, professions
and perspectives, but they
shared acommon responsi-
bility towards the country
and its people.—APP
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National
Days and
Armed
Forces Days

OCTOBER

Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of
Korea
Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of
Korea
National Foundation

Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day

Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United
Nations
United Nations Day

Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day

Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmeni-
stan
Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech
Republic
National Day

Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan planting a saplings during his visit to the National Press Club. President NPC Razzaq Sial and
Secretary Dr. Furgan Rao also present on the occasion. News on the Back Page. DNA

ISLAMABAD: Health Ser-
vices Academy (HSA) on
Thursday organized the fu-
ture health conference 2026
to bring together health
professionals,  researchers,
policymakersandotherstake-
holders to discuss emerging
trends,challengesandoppor-
tunities in the healthcare sec-
tor. Vice Chancellor HSA Prof.
Dr.Shahzad Ali Akbar said the
conferenceprovidedanimpor-
tant platform for exchanging
knowledge,sharinginnovative
ideas and exploring strate-
gies to strengthen Pakistan's
healthcare system.

He emphasized the need to
promoteresearch,innovation
and evidence-based policy-
making to address evolving
public health challenges. He
said strengthening health-
care institutions, improving
professional capacity and
adoptingmodernapproaches
were essential to ensuring
accessible,equitableandqual-
ity healthcare services for the
population. Other speakers
highlighted the importance
of collaboration among aca-
demicinstitutions, healthcare
professionals, policymakers
and development partners
to address emerging health
challenges. They stressed
that coordinated efforts and
knowledge-sharingcouldhelp
improve healthcare delivery
andsupportsustainablehealth
system development.—APP

Senate adopts
resolution on
population
growth

ISLAMABAD: The Senate on
Thursdayunanimouslyadopt-
ed a resolution, calling for a
coordinated national effortto

Pak, Nigeria for stronger
strategic partnership

development and a more representative
DNA international order while addressing at
Nigeria’s National Day celebration held
at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islam-
abad (ISSI). In his introductory remarks,
AmbassadorMoin ulHaque, Director Gen-
eral ISSI, highlighted Nigeria's economic
potential, cultural heritage and regional
leadership.Heunderscoredthelongstand-
ing friendship between Pakistan and Ni-
geria since 1961. He called for increased
bilateral trade and faster progress on the
bilateral trade treaty. Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed recalled the historical ties
between Pakistan and Nigeria, including
the legacy of Nigeria’s first Prime Minis-
ter, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa. He also

ISLAMABAD: Charge d’ Affaires of Nige-
ria to Pakistan, Mohammed Yasau, called
for Nigeria and Pakistan to move beyond
theirlongstandinghistoricaltiestowardsa
moredynamicandforward-lookingstrate-
gic partnership. He emphasised the need
totranslatemutualtrustandsharedaspira-
tionsintotangible cooperationin defence
and security, trade, agriculture, pharma-
ceuticals,energyandinformationtechnol-
ogy, while strengthening coordination at
multilateral forums. He underscored that
NigeriaandPakistanhaveasharedrespon-
sibility toadvance global peace, equitable

emphasised Africa’sgrowing global signif-
icance and the opportunities for Pakistan
throughtrade,investment, educationand
research. He reaffirmed the importance of
turninglongstandinggoodwillintopracti-
cal cooperation between Pakistan and Af-
rican countries. Muhammad Imran, Head
of Chancery, Pakistan’s Mission in Nigeria,
stated that there isimmense potential for
enhancedcooperationintradeandinvest-
ment, education and other key sectors.He
emphasisedtheimportanceofstrengthen-
ing business ties between the two coun-
tries. Dr Amina Khan, Director CAMEA
in her welcome remarks underscored
CAMEA’s commitment to deepening Paki-
stan’sintellectualengagementwith Africa

curb Pakistan’s rapid popula-
tion growth and prevent the
country’s demographic divi-
dend from turning into a“de-
mographic time bomb'".
Central Leader of Pakistan
Peoples Party Senator Sherry
Rehmanmovedtheresolution
in the House.
Movingtheresolution, Sherry
Rehman said Pakistan’s pop-
ulation had reached 241.49
million, placingunprecedent-
ed pressure on national re-
sources. She described rapid
population growth as one of
thecountry’smostoverlooked
challenges, affecting house-
holds already struggling with
water insecurity and increas-
ing climate vulnerability. She
said the pressures were also
affecting nutrition, education
and human development.
Many people were unable to
access adequate nutrition at
the right time, while limited
resources had to meet the
needsofagrowingpopulation,
she added. Sherry Rehman

and promoting greater understanding of
theContinent.Shealsoemphasisedtheim-
portanceofstrengtheningtieswith African
partnersthroughdialogueandsharedlearning.
Inhisconcludingremarks, AmbassadorKhalid
Mahmood, Chairman, Board of Governors
ISSI, describe Nigeria as the “Giant of Africa’,
highlightingitsenergy,talentandambition.He
alsocommended CAMEA andthe Nigeria Mis-
sionfororganisingthegatheringandreaffirmed
Pakistan'scommitmenttostrengtheningbilat-
eral ties.
Thenationaldaycelebrationwasjointlyorgan-
ised by CAMEA at ISSI and Pakistan Africa
Institute for Development and Research
(PAIDAR), bringing together diplomats,
policymakers and researchers.

AIOU to host “meims”
webinar

40nc of petrol
ISLAMABAD: The Literary Society, Department of

demand

ISLAMABAD: Minister

for Petroleum Ali Pervez
English, Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU), is or- | Malik informed the Sen-
ganizing anonline webinaronemerging conceptsin | zte on Thursday that lo-
multilingual communication.The webinar titled “Be- cal refineries met around
yondtheCode-Switching/Translanguaging Divide:A | 30 to 40 per cent of the
Multi-Level Framework for Multilingual Communica- | country’s petrol require-
tion”will be held on *30 October 2026 from 3:00 pm | ment, with the remaining
to 4:30 pm* online. According to details shared by | demand met through im-
AIOU, the session will be held in collaboration with | ports. Replying to ques-
PakTESOL and will feature Dr. Arshad Ali Khan, Pro- | tions during  Question
fessor at University of Management and Technology | Hour, he said Pakistan
(UMT), Lahore, as the keynote speaker. The discussion | produced about 60,000 to
willexploretheevolvingdebatebetweencode-switching
and translanguaging, and propose a multi-level frame-
workforunderstanding multilingual communicationin

70,000 barrels of crude oil
daily, while refinery capaci-
academic and everyday contexts.—DNA

ty stood at around 450,000
to 500,000 barrels a day.

SSDO launches child
protection campaign

ISLAMABAD: The Sustainable Social Development Organization (SSDO), in collabora-
tion with the Parliamentary Caucus on Child Rights (PCCR) and the Islamic Research
Institute (IRI), has launched a child protection awareness campaign to prevent abuse,
exploitation, violenceand neglect.The campaign waslaunched ataseminartitled“Child
Protection Is Everyone’s Responsibility: Preventing and Responding to Child Abuse,” at-
tended by parliamentarians, policymakers, child rights advocates, academics and heads
of publicand private schools.Theinitiative aims to strengthen child safeguarding mech-
anisms,improvereportingsystemsandpromotecoordinatedeffortsamonggovernment
institutions, educational establishments, families and civil society to ensure children’s
safety and well-being.The seminar was attended by Minister of State for Law and Justice
Barrister Ageel Malik, SSDO Chief Executive Officer Syed Kausar Abbas, MNA and PCCR
Convener Dr. Nikhat Shakeel, MNAs Zeb Jaffar and Asiya Naz Tanoli, National Commis-
sionontheRights of Child Chairperson Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq, Islamic Research In-
stitute Director General Dr. Muhammad Akram and SSDO Director Programmes Maryam
Jawad. Participants emphasised that protecting children requires more than legislation
and policy commitments, stressing the need for effective implementation, institutional
accountability and timely action against abuse and exploitation.—DNA

said the country’s education
system was under particular
strain, with 26 million children
out of school. Rapid growth
also affected the quality and
quantityofhumancapitaland
placed added pressure on
schools, hospitals, farms and
householdresources,shesaid.
The resolution called on the
governmenttotakeall neces-
sarymeasures,incoordination
with provincial governments,
parliamentarians, public and
private sector officials, media
practitioners, religious schol-
ars and community leaders.

It urged a“whole-of-country”
approachtoreducethepopula-
tiongrowthratethroughinten-
sive information campaigns,
expanded family planning
services, scaling up the Lady
Health Workers programme,
budgetary incentives.—APP

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA), under the vision of Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi,
Federal Minister for Interior, and the leadership of Sohail Ashraf, Chairman CDA, has intensified its
comprehensive,acrosstheboardactionstoreclaimstateland, dismantlelong standingencroachments,
addressallegedirregularities, and protect valuable publicassets across Islamabad. Through its ongoing
recovery operations, CDA has reclaimed publicland and recovered state land of worth approximately Rs
1,300 billion (Rs 1.3 trillion). These efforts reflect the Authority’s commitment to safeguarding national
wealth,upholdingtheruleoflaw,restoringplannedurbandevelopment,andensuringthatpublicproperty
is protected for the benefit of citizens. As part of these efforts, approximately 600 acres of state land near
the Prime Minister’s House have been recovered. This recovery marks a significant step towards protect-
ingstrategicallylocatedpubliclandandreinforcingtheprinciplethatstatepropertymustbesafeguarded
inaccordancewiththelaw.Theoperationalso highlightstheimportance of systematicenforcementand
verification of land records in addressing long standing encroachments and ensuring that public assets
remain available for their designated purposes. In Sector E-12, the retrieval of 1,135 kanals of land from
encroachershavepavedthewayfordevelopmentactivitiestoresumeafterdecadesofdelay.Theremoval

toensurethatenforcementmeasuresare carried outinaccordance with thelaw. Citizens have welcomed
therecoveryofstatelandandtheresumptionoflong-awaiteddevelopmentactivities,appreciatingefforts
toremoveillegal encroachments, protect publicassets, and restore land forits intended use. Progress in
SectorE-12andenforcementoperationsin other parts ofIslamabad have highlighted theimportance of
planned development, effectiveland management,and the protection of the capital’s publicspaces. For
residents, thesignificance ofthesemeasuresextendsbeyondlandrecovery:transparentadministration,
improved urban planning, and the removal of obstacles to development are essential to strengthening
public confidence and supporting Islamabad’s long-term growth.—DNA

of illegal structures and reclamation of the land are expected to facilitate the sector’s planned develop- |- .«

mentand helpresolvelong standing obstacles that have hindered the implementation of development
plans.The resumption of development activities is particularly significant for residents and prospective
allotteeswhohavebeenawaiting progressinthesector.Thisinitiative reflects CDA'sbroaderobjective of
resolvingpersistentlandrelatedimpedimentsandadvancingplannedurbandevelopmentinaccordance
with applicable rules and procedures. In Sector C-17, illegal commercial structures spread across 116.8
kanals have been demolished as part of CDA's efforts toreclaim publicland and preventits unauthorised
commercial exploitation. The operation forms part of a broader enforcement strategy aimed at remov-
ingillegal structures, restoring theintended use of state land, and discouraging further encroachments.
Meanwhile,in Malpur, five plazas along Murree Road have been vacated, while the process of recovering
108 kanals of land remains underway. These operations demonstrate the geographical scope of CDA's
campaignanditsfocusonaddressingencroachmentsthatobstructplanned developmentand compro-
mise the orderly use of public property. The progress achieved through these operations has required
sustainedgroundwork,includingcomprehensivesurveys, verificationofrevenuerecords,examinationof
ownershipdocuments,legal scrutiny,and continued field enforcement.Land recoveryisacomplex pro-
cessthatrequires each caseto beassessedinlightof relevantrecordsand applicablelegal requirements
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IRSA releases
86,100
clsecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA) on
Thursday released 86,100
cusecs of water from various
rimstationswithaninflow of
53,100 cusecs.

According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, the water
level in the River Indus
at Tarbela Dam stood at
1512.09 feet, which was
110.09 feet higher than the
dead level of 1402.00 feet.
Water inflow and outflow in
the dam were recorded as
28,000 cusecs and 52,000
cusecs respectively.
ThewaterlevelintheJhelum
River at Mangla Dam was
1196.05 feet, which was
146.05 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of wa-
ter were recorded as 7,000
cusecs and 16,000 cusecs,
respectively.

The release of water at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa, Guddu, and
Sukkur was recorded as
64,100, 46,100, 32,700, and
11,100 cusecs, respectively.
Similarly, from River Kabul,
a total of 10,000 cusecs of
water was released at Now-
shera, and 2,300 cusecs
were released from River
Chenab at Marala.—APP
The DHO and WHO collabo-
ration also reflects a shared
commitmentto strengthen-
ing public health awareness
and supporting Sustainable
Development Goal 3, which
focuses on ensuring healthy
livesandpromotingwell-being
for all—APP

Almonds,
cashews not
covered by
smuggledgoods
notification,

rules SC

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court has ruled that shelled
almondsandcashewsdonot
fallwithinthespecificcatego-
ries of smuggled goods list-
ed under the Customs Act,
observing that a violation
of import restrictions alone
does not automatically ren-
dergoodslegally smuggled.
The courtdismissed appeals
filed by customs authorities
against Balochistan High
Court judgments, holding
that the phrase “all kinds of
food grains and food items”
usedintherelevantnotifica-
tion could not be interpret-
ed so broadly as to include
distinct categories of goods
such as almonds and cash-
ews.

According to the detailed
judgment authored by Jus-
tice Muhammad Shafi Sid-
diqui,athree-memberbench
comprising Chief Justice of
Pakistan Justice Yahya Afridi,
JusticeMuhammadShafiSid-
diqui and Justice Mian Gul
HassanAurangzebheardthe
customsauthorities'appeals
on October 8, 2026.
Accordingtothecaserecord,
customsofficialsintercepted
vehicles transporting for-
eign-originalmondsandcash-
ewsin Nokkundion October
20, 2024, following a tip-off.
The goods declarations pre-
sented by thedriversdid not
matchthecustomsrecord,as
therelevantdeclarationsper-
tained to Iranian raisins and
contained different vehicle
details.

The customs authorities
ordered the seizure of the
goodsandthe vehicles used
for their transportation.
However, the Customs Ap-
pellate Tribunal allowed the
release of the goods subject
topaymentofapplicabledu-
ties and taxes and a penalty
equivalent to 20 per cent of
their customs value. It also
set aside the seizure of the
vehicles. The Balochistan
High Court subsequent-
ly dismissed the customs
authorities’ challenges to
the tribunal’s decisions.
The Supreme Court ob-
served thatthe notification
referred to various types
of food grains, including
wheat, rice, maize, barley
and pulses. Almonds and
cashews, however, were
ordinarily classified as nuts
and could not be placed in
the same category of food
grains. The court held that
if the authorities intend-
ed to include almonds and
cashews within the notifi-
cationgoverningsmuggled
goods, they should have
expresslymentionedthem.
The mere fact that these
products were edible did
not justify bringing them
within the notification’s
broad wording. The judg-
ment further clarified that
restrictions and conditions
imposed on the import of
these products under the
Import Policy Order 2022
didnotautomaticallymake
them smuggled goods un-
derthe Customs Act.—APP

Bt

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the Higher Education Commission (HEC), Dr. Niaz Ahmad Akhtar, group photograph with former Punjab Minister for
Health and Population Welfare Dr. Jamal Nasir, Focal Person of the Prime Minister’s Hepatitis C Elimination Programme Zubair Nasir, Vice Chancel-
lor of National Skills University Islamabad Professor Dr. Saud Altaf, and other officials during the Hepatitis C screening camp at the university.

Asifa lauds BISP’s
role in women’s
empowerment

She also reviewed skills training delivered through the
Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Human Resource Research and
Development Board in collaboration with the Government of
Sindh. More than 5,000 individuals have received training,
with over 1,200 securing employment

ISLAMABAD: First Lady, Bibi Asifa Bhutto Zardari on Thurs-
day visited the headquarters of the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) here and chaired a meeting to review its
initiativesforpovertyalleviation,women’sempowerment, fi-
nancial inclusion and skills development.

Chairperson BISP Senator Rubina Khalid and Secretary BISP
Amer Ali Ahmad briefed her on the programme’s achieve-
ments and ongoing initiatives, a Presidency’s news release
said.The First Lady appreciated BISP’s role in supporting vul-
nerablefamiliesandadvancingwomen’sempowerment.She
emphasised financial literacy and public awareness to help
beneficiaries make informed financial decisions and access
their entitled assistance with dignity and transparency. She
called for stronger grievance redressal mechanisms, explor-
ing collaboration with Lady Health Workers to expand com-
munityoutreach,andgreateruseofsocialanddigitalmediato
raise awareness about BISP’s programmes and services. She
assured BISP of her full support in advancing its initiatives.
Senator Rubina Khalid highlighted BISP’s economicimpact,
citing a World Bank study indicating that every rupee spent
throughthe programme generatesan estimated PKR2.34in
real income. BISP supports approximately 1.66 million full-
timeequivalentjobs,two-thirdsinruralareas,whileeconomic
activity generated through the programme is estimated to
contribute PKR 174 billion annually to the national excheg-
uer. The First Lady was briefed on the Benazir Hunarmand
Program, under which more than 50,000 people have regis-
teredformarket-relevantskillstraininglinkedtoemployment
andself-employment.Trainingcoversinformationtechnology,
healthcare, hospitality and construction, with support from
development partners, including the Asian Development
Bank and GIZ. She also reviewed skills training delivered
through the Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Human Resource Re-

searchandDevelopmentBoardincollaborationwiththeGov-
ernmentofSindh.Morethan 5,000individuals havereceived
training, with over 1,200 securing employment. Secretary
BISP briefed the First Lady on the Social Protection Wallet
initiative, under which 9.7 million SIMs had been activated
and 9.3 million beneficiaries had conducted transactions
throughCNIC-linkeddigitalwallets.Hehighlightedbiometric
authenticationandatwo-tierverificationsystemtostrengthen
paymenttransparencyandfinancialinclusion.Healsobriefed
theFirstLady on BISP’s expanding media outreach. Between
September 2024 and October 2026, the programme’s Face-
bookfollowing grew from approximately 501,000 to 1.4 mil-
lion, alongside increased engagement on Instagram, TikTok
and YouTube. The First Lady inspected a BISP Mobile Regis-
tration Van and was shown its various sections and facilities.
She was briefed on the van’s functioning, including its reg-
istration process, equipment and services designed tofacili-
tate beneficiaries in accessing BISP services, particularly in
remote and underserved areas. She was also briefed on ben-
eficiary recertification, support for persons with disabilities,
the inclusion of previously underserved groups, education
incentivesandfamilywell-beinginitiatives.Theremovalofthe
ever-marriedconditionwashighlightedasanimportantstep
towards extending support to previously excluded women.
Senator RubinaKhalid mentioned President Asif Ali Zardari's
visionin establishing BISP and advancingwomen’sinclusion
inthe national identity system. She recalled that, in 2008,
PresidentZardaridirectedthatwomenseekingtobecome
BISP beneficiaries should possess Computerised National
Identity Cards (CNICs). This initiative helped bring mil-
lionsofpreviouslyundocumentedwomenintothenation-
al identity system and strengthened their access to so-
cial protection and public services.—DNA

Govt aholishes 2,007 tech
posts in NHMP NA told

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary Secretary for Communi-
cations Gul Asghar Khan on Thursday informed the
National Assembly that the governmenthad abolished
2,007 technical postsin the National Highways and Mo-
torway Police under its rightsizing policy.

Responding to a Calling Attention Notice regarding
the discontinuation of the previous service structure
for technical staff of the Motorway Police, which had
resulted in the suspension of promotions and adverse-
ly affected employees’ career progression and promo-
tion prospects, he said the posts, including those of
plumbers, electricians and other technical staff, had
been abolished following federal government instruc-
tions to eliminate dying cadres. Gul Asghar Khan said
the Cabinet had issued directions for the abolition of
dying cadres. Following these instructions, the Minis-
try of Communications abolished the posts. He said the
ministryhadpreviouslypromotedemployeesworkingin
these cadres.However, arightsizingcommittee formed
ontheprimeminister’sinstructions had recommended

eliminatingdyingcadresandoutsourcingserviceswher-
ever possible to reduce the burden on the federal gov-
ernment.The parliamentary secretary said the decision
had been taken by the Cabinet and the Establishment
Division, adding that the ministry could not reverse it
independently.He said theremainingemployeescould
bepromotedundertheexisting policyaftercompleting
theprescribedserviceperiods.Duringtheproceedings,
MNA Neelam requested that the matter be referred to
the government for further consideration. She said the
technical staff had been working in these cadres for a
long time and that the issue should be discussed at the
Cabinet level. Responding to her concerns, Gul Asghar
Khan said the rightsizing policy applied to all federal
ministries and was not limited to the Ministry of Com-
munications or the National Highways and Motorway
Police.He added thataround 4,000 posts had also been
abolishedinthePakistan Post Office.He saidemployees
would be promoted upon completing the required ser-
vice periods under the applicable policy.—DNA

ISLAMABAD, Oct 29 (APP): The Islamabad Electric Sup-
ply Company (IESCO) on Thursday issued a power sus-
pension programme for Saturday on limited feeders due
to ongoing development works being carried out by the
districtadministration. According to an IESCO spokesper-
son, electricity supply will remain suspended in Islama-
bad Circle from 09:00 AM to 02:00 PM: Shehzad Town,
ISI (Independent), Shakar Parian, Pak China Center, CDA
Flat, G-8 Markaz, Sohan, Sharif Abad, LOHIBHER, Chirah,
Corotyle Hotel, G-10/3, H-8,1-10/4,H-11/4, PHA-I|, D-12/2,
N.I.H, Mohra Noor, Pindi Point, Barrian, PAF, MCM, Man-
gial, Kotli Sattian, Serena Complex, Serena Hotel, K Block,
Comsteck, Karakrum Hight, PHA, Taramari, Chatta Bakht-
awar, Kund Rajgan, Rehara, CM Pak Zong, Kurri, IT Park,
King Hammad University, Comsats feeders. In Rawalpindi
CityCirclepowersupplywillremainsuspendedfrom09:00
AM to 02:00 PM: Range Road, Seham, Chakra, I-14-3, HPT,
Cobe Line, Fazaiya Colony, E-Block, New Mulpur, Shakri-
al, AFOHS, Al-Noor Colony, Qadeer Road, KRL, Faroog-E-
Azam, Tariq Shaheed, Sector 4, Affandi Colony, Askari XI,
People Colony,PeshawarRoad, Millatabad, OfficerColony,
Shamas Colony, MFM, Lakhoo Road, Ratta, Railway Colo-
ny, Dhoke Chaudhrian feeders. In Rawalpindi Cantt Circle
power supply will remain suspended from 09:00 AM to
02:00 PM: Narh, Fauji Foundation Hospital, Car Chowk,
Pindi Board, AOWHS, Ex-Lawyer Colony D, Park View,
Rahimabad, KHAWAJA, Nara Matore, Ghazan Khan, Me-
hboob Shaheed, RCCI EXPRESS, T.H.Q, KRL Colony, Ka-

huta City, LEHTRAR, KASHMIR ROAD, SIR SYED ROAD,
Jail Park, PWD-I, NIAZIAN, SCHEME-II, MORGAH,
ASKARI-7, Kohala, UC Lakhan, Chungi No. 22, Chountra,
Maj Muhammad Hanif, CHOWK PINDORI, Doberan, Man-
dra-Il, INDUSTRIAL, SUKHU, SYED KASRAN, CHAK
BALI KHAN-2, Dhok Noor, Gulshanabad, ROSE LANE,
Adyala Jail, Shehgan, Defence Road, Samar Zar, Askari-14,
SudhanG@Gali,Dhulli-1,Humayun-1,Gulistan-e-Fatima,Hay-
al,HumayunRoad,New 502Workshopfeeders,from 09:00
AM to 05:00 PM:, New GHQ Feeder, from 08:00 AM to
03:00 PM: Nara Matore Feeder. Similarly, in Attock Cir-
cle power supply will remain suspended from 07:00 AM to
02:00 PM: Lalazar feeder, from 09:00 AM to 02:00 PM:
Nawababad, Jalala, DHRAIK, Sangjani, Pind Parian, N
block, Model Town, Kashif Gul, Burhan, Brahma, Rashid
Minhas, Sirka (D/C), Shadi Khan (D/C), CHACH, Shahdher
(D/C), Qazi Abad T/C, Power Channel Co T/C, Shams Abad
T/C, Hattian T/C, Ghour Ghushti, NARTOPA, Fawara Chowk,
Katchery 4/C, Dhoke Fateh 4/C, Attock Cantt, Darul Islam
T/C, Malhowali, Naka Kalan, Noorpur, Moorat, Jand-1, Jand-
2, Mahfooz Shaheed, Gulyal, Gaggan, Chabb, Multy Gardan
B-17,SARA-E-KHARBOZA, Shah Allah Ditta, Gulshan-e-Sehat
(E-18), AW.T Feeders. In Jhelum Circle power supply will re-
main suspended from 09:00 AM to 02:00 PM: F-5 (JADA), F-7
(Kutchery), Ajmal Shaheed, ATM, F-3 (Gul Afshan), Zubair
Shaheed, Langer Pur, Karyala, Fateh Pur, Baba Mehdi Shah,
F-8 Civil Line, F-6 Machine Moh, Akram Shaheed, COD Kala,
PT.C, Citi Housing, F.10 (Kala Base).—DNA

Clean Air Compact calls
Jor federal-provincial
coordination

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan National Clean Air Conference
concluded on Thursday with the adoption of the Islamabad
Clean Air Compact, committing federal and provincial stake-
holderstoacollaborativeframeworkcentredontime-bound
implementation, stricter enforcement, regular emissionsin-
ventoriesandannualreviewmeetings.Thetwo-dayconference
broughtgovernmentofficials, provincialenvironmental pro-
tection, including Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan,
andinternationaldevelopmentpartnerstogethertodevelop
practical responses to air pollution, with discussions focus-
ingonmonitoring, transportemissions,agricultural burning,
industrial pollution, clean cooking and climate finance. The
closingsessionunderscoredthe needtomovebeyondpolicy
formulationtowardscoordinatedimplementation,supported
byreliabledata,clearinstitutionalresponsibilitiesandsustain-
able financing. Syed Abrar Hussain, Director General of the
Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency, highlighted the
importanceofmulti-sectoralandregionalstrategies,advance
planning before the smog season and stronger monitor-
ing mechanisms. The compact envisages regular reviews
andamore coordinated federal-provincialapproach toair
quality management, although the detailed implementa-
tiontimelinesandresponsibilitiesofindividualinstitutions
will be critical to assessing progress. During the technical
sessions, Wajid ljaz of the Environment Protection and
Climate Change Department stressed that reliable data
was central to effective air quality governance, including
decisionsaboutregulatoryinterventions,legalinstruments
and publicspending.He said the governance cycle should
beginwithinvestmentinairqualitymonitoringandanalyt-
ics,supportedbysource-apportionmentstudies,emissions
inventories, real-timesourcetrackingandmodellingtools.
Such information could enable authorities to target actu-
al pollution sources rather than impose broad restrictions
without sufficient evidence, he said. Data could also guide
interventionsincleancooking, transportandcrop-residue
management,whilehelpinginformthepublicaboutpollu-
tion exposure and preventive health measures.

The governance roadmap presented at the conference
proposed establishing legal and regulatory frameworks,
improvingcoordinationbetweeninstitutionsandsecuring
annual budget allocations in the short term. Medium- and
long-term measures included a national secretariat, stronger
provincial oversight, public-private partnerships andimproved
datagovernance Financingemergedasanothermajorchallenge.
Andrew McCarthy of the Asian Development Bank called for a
consensus statement defining responsibilities betweenfederal
andprovincialgovernmentsandtheestablishmentofaNational
CleanAirFinancingFramework.Theproposedframeworkwould
bringtogetherpublicbudgets, fiscaltransfers,climateandgreen
finance,development-partnerresourcesandprivateinvestment
to support large-scale air quality improvements—DNA

NCCIA
educates
kids on
online safety

ISLAMABAD: National
Cyber Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA) Public
Relations Officer (PRO)
Mahboob Elahi organised
a cybercrime awareness
session at NES to educate
students and teachers
aboutsafesocialmediause,
online harassment, black-
mailingandwaystoprotect
childrenfromcyberthreats.
According to an NCCIA of-
ficial told on Thursday that,
the session was organised
under the supervision of
NCCIA Headquarters Is-
lamabadtopromoteaware-
ness about digital safety
among schoolchildren.
Hesaidstudentsandteach-
erswerebriefedonthepos-
itive and responsible use of
social media, precautions
duringonlineactivitiesand
measures to avoid cyber
crime.

Children were particular-
ly advised to remain alert
when interacting with un-
known persons on social
media,especiallythosewho
approachedthemasfriends
and later attempted to en-
gagethemininappropriate
conversations, harassment
or blackmailing.

He said students were en-
couraged not to remain
silent or frightened if they
faced such situations, but
toimmediatelyinformtheir
parents, teachers oranoth-
er trusted adult.—APP

Kulsum, NPC
sign MoU for
healthcare
services

ISLAMABAD: Kulsum In-
ternational Hospital and
the National Press Club
(NPC), Islamabad have
signed amemorandum of
understanding (MoU) to
facilitate access to health-
care services for club
members and their fami-
lies.

Under the agreement,
Kulsum International
Hospital will extend its
healthcare services to
NPC members and their
families, aiming to im-
prove access to medical
care and promote health
andwell-beingamongthe
journalist community.
According to hospital
sources, the partnership
is expected to strengthen
cooperation between the
healthcareinstitutionand
the journalists’ represent-
ative body, providing an
opportunity to facilitate
accessto medical services
for journalists and their
dependents.

They said the collabora-
tion also reflects efforts
to promote institutional
partnerships for improv-
ing healthcare access and
supportingthewell-being
ofmediaprofessionalsand
their families—APP
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many women in Pakistan, it remains an aspiration negotiated against

socialexpectations,transportconstraintsandconcernsaboutpersonal
safety. Thegrowingnumberof womenridingmotorcyclesandelectricscoot-
ers is beginning to change this reality. Yet, if this modest revolution is to
endure, thestatemustensurethatwomencanexercisetheirfreedomwithout
being subjected to harassment, intimidation or unnecessary risk.
The economiccircumstances encouraging this change are difficult toignore. In-
stability in the Middle East and uncertainty surrounding global energy supplies
have renewed concerns about petroleum prices. For a country heavily depend-
ent on imported energy, fluctuations in international oil markets translate into
highertransportcostsandadditional pressureonhouseholdbudgets.Asfamilies
struggle to manage the rising cost of living, electric scooters offer a relatively
economicalalternativeforshorturbanjourneys.Forwomen,particularlystudents
andworkingprofessionals, theirsignificanceextendswellbeyondfuelsavings.In
citiessuchaslslamabad,Rawalpindi,LahoreandKarachi,womenareincreasingly
using electricscooters to reach educational institutions, officesand markets. For
some, the choice means no longer waiting for an unreliable bus; for others, it
reduces dependence onfamily members orexpensive ride-hailing services.The
time saved can be spenton education, employment orfamily responsibilities. In
thissense,independentmobilityisnotmerelyamatterofconvenience.ltisclose-
ly connected with women's economic participation and access to opportunity.
This development is not unusual in international terms. In Vietnam, Thailand,
IndonesiaandIndia,motorcyclesandscootershavelongbeenpartofeveryday
life, withwomenusingthemforwork,educationand domesticresponsibilities.
Indensely populatedcities, two-wheelers offer affordability and flexibility that
largervehicles cannotalways provide. Electricmodels are extending these ad-
vantageswhilereducingdependenceonconventionalfuels.Pakistan'sgrowing
community of women riders is therefore participating in a broader transfor-
mationinurbanmobility,althoughsocialattitudesandinfrastructurecontinue
to shape the pace of change. The difficulty is that the freedom offered by a
scootercanbeunderminedbythebehaviourofotherroad users.Womenriders
havereportedunwelcomeremarks,aggressiveovertaking,deliberateobstruc-
tionand excessive honking.Such conductcanturnanordinaryjourneyintoan
experience ofapprehension.Evenwhenanincidentdoesnotresultin physical
injury, the fear of repetition may discourage a woman from riding again. The
consequences are particularly serious for those whose employment oreduca-

T HE freedom to move independently is often taken for granted, but for

tion depends on affordable and reliable transport.

The problem should not be confused with the act of riding itself. Awoman on
amotorcycle is neither inviting attention nor challenging the lawful rights of
others.Sheisusingapublicroad under the samerulesthatgovern every other
citizen. The responsibility for harassment rests with the perpetrator, not with
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thewomanwhochoosesanindependentmeansoftransport.Asocietythatcel-
ebrateswomen’seducationandprofessionalachievementmustalsoacceptthe
practical conditions that make both possible.
Moralappealsarenecessary,buttheycannotsubstituteforeffective publicpol-
icy. Thefirstrequirementis accessible training. Women should be able tolearn
riding, emergency braking, defensive manoeuvres and trafficregulationsina
supportiveenvironment.ProgrammessuchasWomenonWheelshavedemon-
strated the value of practical instruction in building confidence. Their reach
shouldbeexpandedbeyondmajorurbancentres,withfemaleinstructorsavaila-
blewherever possible.Properlicensingmustremainan essential requirement,
accompaniedbyenforcementoftrafficlawsforallriderswithoutdiscrimination.
Protective equipment deserves equal attention. Properly fitted helmets, re-
flective clothing, functioning lights and mirrors, and instruction on securing
loosegarmentscanreduceavoidablerisks. Distinctive pink helmets, if volun-
tarily preferred by women, might help identify participants in certain assis-
tanceprogrammes.However,colour-codedequipmentshouldnotbemistaken
forameaningfulsafetystrategyinitself. Womenmustnotberequiredtomake
themselvesconspicuousmerelytoreceiveprotection,andthesamestandards
ofroad safety should applytoeveryone.Technology could provide another
layerofreassurance.Adiscreetemergencybuttonintegratedintoahelmet
ormobilephonecouldtransmitarider'slocationtoadesignatedresponse
centrewhenshefeelsthreatened. Connected, where technically feasible,
with existing police helplines and Safe City systems, such a facility could
help authorities respond more quickly. Its usefulness would depend on
reliable connectivity, safeguards for personal data, clear procedures for
handling alertsand, above all, a prompt police response.Technology can
assist protection, but it cannot replace competent institutions.
Enforcement must also become more responsive. Traffic police should treat
deliberate intimidation and dangerous driving as matters requiring attention,
whilecomplaintsofharassmentshouldberecordedandinvestigatedwithoutde-
lay.Existinghelplinesandwomen’sprotectionmechanismsneedwiderpublic-
ity so that riders understand how to seek assistance. Better street lighting,
saferroad surfaces, effective traffic managementand visible patrols would
improvesecurityforwomenandmenalike.Authoritiesshouldalsomaintain
reliabledataonaccidentsandharassmentcomplaintsinvolvingfemalerid-
ers, enabling policies to be shaped by evidence rather than anecdote.
There is little value in distributing vehicles if the women receiving them
remain afraid to use them. Nor should safety measures become a pretext
for restricting women’s movement or advising them to avoid public roads.
The objective must be to make those roads safer, not to transfer the burden
of preventing harassmentontoits potential victims.The growing presence
of womenriders offers Pakistananopportunitytoreconsiderwhatgenuine
empowermententails.Independencecannotbemeasuredsolelybythepos-
session of a vehicle; it must also be reflected in the freedom to use it with-
outfear. Anelectric scooter may appeartobeasmallinstrumentof change,
butforastudentseekingeducationorawomanearningherlivelihood,itcan
widentheboundaries of possibility. The measure of progress willbe wheth-
er society allows that possibility to flourish through responsible conduct,
effective enforcement and equal respect for every citizen’s right to travel.

Tehran's Diplomatic Bombshell

Qamar Bashir

The war with Iran has
transformed American
military installations
across the Gulf from
instruments of deterrence
into potential targets of
retaliation. Reports and
assessments of American
military repositioning
toward Israel, Jordan and
other locations reflect this
wider vulnerability. For
Washington, geographic
access remains a military
advantage; for Gulf
governments, that same
access increasingly carries
the possibility of devastating
retaliation. Saudi Arabia
consequently faces an
exceptionallydifficultchoice.
American air defence
systems, intelligence
cooperation, maintenance
arrangementsandadvanced..

Israeli De

HE arrival in Tehran of the defence minister
of Saudi Arabia, the army chief of Pakistan
| | andtheintelligence chief of Tirkiye may prove
moreconsequentialthananotherroundofAmericanor
Israeli military threats. Three powerfulMuslim coun-
tries,bound by the Makkah Joint Defence Agreement,
sat across the table from Iran while Washington and
Israel contemplated renewed military operations.The
question is not merely what these leaders discussed,
butwhattheymayhavequietlyagreedtodo—orrefuse
to do—when the next missiles begin flying.
Thedelegationwasextraordinaryinitscomposition.
SaudiDefence Minister Prince Khalid bin Salman, Pa-
kistan’s FieldMarshal Asim Munir and Turkish intelli-
gencechieflbrahimKalinrepresented countries pos-
sessing enormous financial, military, diplomaticand
strategicinfluence. Their collective appearance con-
veyed that Iran’s security could no longer be treated
exclusivelyasaconfrontationbetweenTehran,Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv. Regional powers were asserting
their own interests in determining whether another
devastating warwould engulftheir neighbourhood.
The war with Iran has transformed American military
installations across the Gulf from instruments of deter-
rence into potential targets of retaliation. Reports and
assessmentsof Americanmilitaryrepositioningtoward
Israel, Jordan and other locations reflect this wider vul-
nerability. For Washington, geographicaccess remains
a military advantage; for Gulf governments, that same
accessincreasinglycarriesthe possibilityofdevastating
retaliation. Saudi Arabia consequently faces an excep-
tionallydifficultchoice.Americanairdefence systems,
intelligencecooperation,maintenancearrangements
andadvancedweaponsremainimportanttoitssecu-
rity. Yet the presence of American forces can expose
Saudi oil installations, airports, industrial infrastruc-
ture and civilian populations to Iranian orHouthi at-
tacks. The attacks around Ras Tanura have demon-
strated how rapidly regional warfare can threaten
energysuppliesandglobaleconomicstability.Riyadh
must therefore calculate whether American protec-
tionis reducingits vulnerability or contributing to it.
Here lies the first possible hidden significance of the
Tehran meeting. Iran may have sought assurances
that Saudi Arabia,Pakistan and Tiirkiye would nei-
ther participate in renewed American-Israeli attacks
norfacilitate them through military installations, air-
space, intelligence or logistical support. No publicly
disclosed agreement establishes that such promises
weremade.Nevertheless, thesubjectwouldbeentire-
ly consistentwith Iran’s longstanding concernabout
foreign military infrastructure being used against it.
The second possibility points in the opposite direc-
tion. The Makkah Pact countries may have arrived
not simply as sympathetic neighbours, but as a col-

lective deterrent. Their defence agreement treats an
attack against one member as a matter of common
security. The presence of nuclear-armed Pakistan,
NATO member Tiirkiye and economically powerful
Saudi Arabia could therefore convey a warning that
further Iranian or Houthi attacks against Saudi ter-
ritory risk widening the conflict. Collective defence,
however,doesnotautomatically establishacommit-
ment to join an American war.

This dual character makes the delegation particular-
ly significant. It could simultaneously reassure Iran
against foreign aggression and warn Tehran against
attacking Saudi Arabia.Such diplomacyis notneces-
sarilycontradictory.ltreflectsanattempttoestablish
reciprocal restraint: regional states would avoid be-
cominglaunchingplatformsforattacksonlran,while
Iran would avoid retaliating against countries that
remained outside the fighting. Whether such an
understanding was actually reached remains undis-
closed.The third possibility concerns Qatar’s parallel
diplomatic initiative. Unlike the three Makkah Pact
countries, Qatar has maintained an intermediary
role between Washington and Tehran. Its proposed
seven-dayconfidence-buildingframeworksoughtto
bridge disagreements over nuclear activities, sanc-
tions,maritimeaccessandthewiderconflict.Reports
also indicate support for mediation from Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and Turkiye. Thus, the Tehran consul-
tations could represent complementary diplomatic
tracks rather than competing initiatives.

Iran’s response to the Qatari proposal was neverthe-
less uncompromising. Tehran objected to demands
fornuclearconcessionsbeforemeaningfuleconomic
relief, insisting that the American blockade of Irani-
an ports and restrictions on oil exports must be ad-
dressedfirst. Washington,conversely,wantednuclear
commitments from the beginning. The dispute was
therefore not merely over the contents of a peace
agreement, butoverwhich partywould surrenderits
leverage before receiving guarantees.
ThemostconsequentialoutcomeoftheTehranmeet-
ing may lie notin what was publicly announced, but
inwhatwasdeliberatelywithheld.Aday-longconsul-
tationinvolvingthedefence ministerof SaudiArabia,
Pakistan's army chief, Tirkiye's intelligence chief
and Iran’s highest political and security authorities
could hardly have been confined to the four lines of
the joint communiqué. Such meetings necessarily
involve extensive deliberations on the strengths,
weaknesses,opportunitiesandthreatsarisingfrom
an ongoing war, including American military bas-
es, Iranian retaliation, Saudi security, the Strait of
Hormuz,economicsanctionsandtheconsequenc-
es of another American-Israeli offensive.

Drawing upon my experience attending high-level

meetings as Press Secretary and media adviser to the
President of Pakistan, | know that public statements
rarely disclose the full substance of sensitive diplo-
maticand security consultations. The positive assess-
ments expressed by the Iranian leadership and the
visiting delegations strongly suggest that the partici-
pantsfoundsufficientcommongroundtoexploreprac-
tical understandings and a coordinated pathway for
respondingtofuturedevelopments.Suchunderstand-
ingsmayincludeassurancesofnon-participationinre-
newed attacks against Iran, restrictions on the use of
regional military facilities, reciprocal restraint toward
Gulf countries and mechanisms for further consulta-
tionsshouldWashingtonand Israel resume hostilities.
KuwaitandtheotherGulf countrieswilltherefore be-
comeimportantindicators.Their decisions concern-
ing American bases, airspace, logistical supportand
diplomaticengagementcouldrevealwhethertheTeh-
raninitiativedevelopsintoabroaderregionalnon-ag-
gression arrangement. The Houthis’ conduct will be
equallyrevealing.Asustainedreductioninattackson
Saudi infrastructure could indicate that Tehran and
Riyadh have found a mechanism to separate Gulf se-
curityfromthewider American-Israeliconfrontation,
although Houthi decision-making cannot simply be
equated with Iranian instructions.
The timing adds urgency. Reports indicate concern
about renewed American and Israeli military action
aroundthe November 3 American midtermelections.
Whethersuchanoffensiveactuallyoccursremainsun-
certain. But if it does, the military effectiveness of the
campaignwilldepend partly onregionalaccess, intel-
ligence, logistics and the willingness of neighbouring
governmentstoabsorbtheconsequencesoflranianre-
taliation. Ultimately, Tehran may haveachieved some-
thingstrategicallyimportantwithoutobtainingasingle
publiclydeclaredconcession:ithascompelledinfluen-
tialregional governmentstodiscuss security withIran
ratherthan merely discuss Iran with Washington.That
isameaningfuldiplomaticshift,evenifitsdurability re-
mainsuntested.TherealverdictontheTehranmeeting
willnotemergefromitscarefullywordedcommuniqué.
ItwillemergewhenWashingtonnextdemandsmilitary
access,whenlsraelconsidersanotherstrike,andwhen
Irandecideswhereits missiles will—orwill not—fall.If
regionalgovernmentsrefusetobecomeinstruments
ofanotherwar,theMakkahPactmayberemembered
not as an alliance formed to confront Iran, but as the
beginning of a Middle East determined to prevent
outside powers from deciding its fate.
- Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC | Michigan, USA

mocracy under the Shadow of War

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

The problem, therefore,
comes from two directions.
External adversaries
may seek to exploit
political divisions, while
domestic actors can
weaken public confidence
through misinformation,
intimidation and the
manipulation of fear. When
these pressures operate
together, voters find it
increasingly difficult to
distinguish a genuine...

MinisterBenjaminNetanyahupostedanAl-gener-

atedimageonXshowingamushroomcloudrising
over Tel Aviv, with the city engulfed in flames. Sharing a
warningbyright-wingcommentatorYuvalBloomberg, he
suggested that two atomic bombs striking central Israel
would make ordinary political disputes irrelevant. The
messageinvokedthedangerofasecondHolocaustifvot-
ers chose a leader unable to confront Iran.
Theimagewasmorethananalarmingcampaignmessage.
It reflected the increasingly bitter struggle over Israel’s
political future, in which the threat of war has become a
powerful instrument of electoral persuasion. Rather than
focusing on governance, accountability and the perfor-
manceofthegovernment,thecampaignonceagainturned
towards fear and national security. Opposition leaders
responded sharply. Gadi Eisenkot, a former army chief
whose Yashar party was leading Netanyahu'’s Likud in re-
cent polls, accused the prime minister of relying on lies
and scare tactics. Former prime minister Naftali Bennett
calledthe messagealie, while Yair Golan of the Democrats
urged that Netanyahu be kept away from social media.
Netanyahu subsequently released a video showingan Ar-
row missile-defence battery and warned that Iran and its
alliesmightattemptattackstodisrupttheelection.Healso
threatened Tehran with severe retaliation. Yet reports in
the Israeli media presented a more complicated picture.
Channel 13 reported that the current army chief, Lieuten-
ant General Eyal Zamir, saw no operational need to attack
Iran before the vote. Israel Hayom reported that senior
officials had found no concreteintelligence indicating ris-
ingtensions.Ynet'smilitary correspondentRonBen-Yishai
similarly warned that the principal danger was miscalcu-
lation rather than evidence of an imminent attack. These
conflicting messages raise an important question: where
doeslegitimatenational-securityconcernendandelectoral
manipulationbegin?Israelfacesgenuineexternalthreats.
Its confrontation with Iran, the possibility of attacks by al-
liedgroupsandthevulnerability of strategicinfrastructure
cannotsimplybedismissedascampaigninventions.lrani-
an officials have also issued threats against Israeli energy

I-I-l-l WO days before Israel’s national election, Prime

facilities,desalinationplantsandbridges.Suchstatements
deserve serious attention.

However, the existence of a security threat does not
make every political claim credible. When a prime min-
isterinvokestheprospectofnucleardestructionshortly
before polling day, the publichasarighttoask whether
the warningrests on verified intelligence orisintended
toinfluencevotingbehaviour.Nationalsecurityrequires
reliableinformationandresponsibleleadership,notthe
constantamplification offear.Thedangerisparticularly
seriousbecauselsrael’selectioncampaignhasalsobeen
marked by the spread of fabricated material generated
throughartificialintelligence.According totheaccount
underlying this debate, the election authorities had re-
ceived more than 276 complaints, almost five times the
number reported in 2022.The Shin Bet, Israel’s domes-
ticsecurity service,wasalsoproviding protectiontoop-
position leaders facing threats from fellow Israelis.
The problem, therefore, comes from two directions.
External adversaries may seek to exploit political divi-
sions, while domestic actors can weaken public confi-
dence through misinformation, intimidation and the
manipulation of fear. When these pressures operate to-
gether,votersfinditincreasingly difficulttodistinguish
agenuinewarning froma politicaltactic.lsrael’sinstitu-
tions have so fardemonstrated an important degree of
resilience. Elections are held according to law, political
disputescanbetakentocourt,andthepostponementof
anational election requires the support of 80 members
of the Knesset, the 120-seat parliament.The legislature
haspostponedanelectiononlyonce,in1973,duringthe
final days of the Yom Kippur War, when the present 80-
vote requirement was not yet in force.

The principle that elections must continue even during
a national emergency has a long democratic history. In
November 1864, during the American Civil War, Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln argued that postponing a national
election under pressure from rebellion would amount to
acceptingdefeat.Hisreasoningremainsrelevant.ademoc-
racy cannotclaimtobesecureifits constitutional process-
es can be suspended whenever the country faces a crisis.

Yet holding elections on time is not, by itself, proof of
democratichealth.Thequalityofdemocracyalsodepends
on constitutional safeguards, institutional independence
and the willingness of those in power to accept limits on
their authority. Israel has no single written constitution.
Instead, its constitutional framework rests on a series
of Basic Laws. The Israel Democracy Institute has criti-
cised the ease with which these laws can be amended by
a simple majority of 61 members of the Knesset, arguing
that such arrangements lack a parallel among democrat-
ic states. This weakness has become increasingly conse-
quential. The governing majority has pursued changes af-
fectingjudicial appointments, the legal status of religious
study and the Supreme Court’s powers of review. Some of
these measures have producedintense publicopposition
andlegal challenges.The Supreme Court struckdown the
2023amendmentrestrictingitsuse ofthe reasonableness
standard,illustratingthecontinuingstrugglebetweenpar-
liamentary authority and judicial independence.
The central issue is not whether Israel should take
threats from Iran seriously. It must. The issue is whether
the language of national survival can be used to shield
political leaders from scrutiny and weaken the institu-
tions that hold them accountable. Democracy is tested
not only when a country is at peace, but also when fear
is widespread and the temptation to concentrate power
is strongest. Political leaders have a duty to distinguish
genuinesecuritywarningsfromcampaignrhetoric.Oppo-
sition parties must be able to compete withoutintimida-
tion,andvotersmusthaveaccesstocredibleinformation.
Israel’s democratic future will depend on more than
the outcome of a single election. It will depend on
whetheritsinstitutions can withstand the combined
pressures of war, political polarisation and constitu-
tionalconflict. Acountry cannotprotectitsdemocracy
merely by warning that it is under threat. It must also
preserve the rules, freedoms and institutional checks
that make democratic government worth defending.
—The writer is Assistant Professor Pakistan Studies
Imperial College of Business Studies Lahore
muhammad.akram@imperial.edu.pk
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Briefs

Pakistan,
Tiirkiye
reaffirm
‘sternal

brotherhood'

From PaGe 01
The Islamabad reception
reflected the enduring
warmth of Pakistan-Tur-
kiye relations and the
determination of both
countries to build on their
historic partnership. Often
described in terms of an
unbreakablebrotherhood,
the relationship continues
to serve as a prominent
example of close ties be-
tween two nations, with
both sides seeking to
strengthen cooperation
andbroadentheirengage-
ment in the years ahead.

ATC
sentences
Imaan,
Hadi to 10
years prison

From PaGe 01
The IHC had heard their
appeals last week against
an Oct 10 ATC order dis-
missingpetitionschalleng-
ing the framing of charges
and the inclusion of ter-
rorism-related provisions.
The high court issued no-
tices and said it would de-
cide how to proceed after
receiving responses from
the parties. ‘Prisoners of
conscience’ In their state-
mentsrecordedunderSec-
tion342(powertoexamine
theaccused) ofthe Code of
Criminal Procedure,Imaan
and Hadi had denied the
charges and alleged that
they were being target-
ed for their human rights
work and provision of pro
bono legal assistance and
services to the marginal-
ised and oppressed com-
munities. “I am a prison-
er of conscience who has
been at the receiving end
of state persecution,” the
statements read. Imaan
pointed out thatthe entire
jail trial had been chal-
lengedbythecoupleinthe
IHC as well as the SC. Fur-
ther, the trial was conduct-
edwithImaanandherhus-
band being presentedina
cage, preventing effective
communication with their
counsel or the court, she
said. “From day one, our
constitutional rights tofair
trial, due processand basic
human dignity have been
infringed,” she stated. She
also noted that the couple
had been incarcerated for
overninemonthsandhand-
ed 17-yearsentencesaday
after theirarrest on Jan 23.

PTT affirms
Afridi to
remain...

From Pace 01
secretariat for the “pur-
pose of clarity and empha-
sis” PTlI Chairman Bar-
rister Gohar Ali Khan said
that Afridi “remains and
shall continue” to serve
as the KP chief minister
with the “confidence and
support” of party found-
er and ex-premier Imran
Khan. “All PTI members,
office-bearers, parliamen-
tariansand partyfunction-
aries are hereby directed
not to convene or partici-
pate in any meeting, intro-
duce any agenda, initiate
or entertain any proposal,
orencourage orengagein
anydiscussion concerning
the nomination, replace-
ment or consideration for
the office of chief minis-
ter,” the notification said.
“Itis categorically reiterat-
ed that no one other than
thefoundingchairmanhas
the authority to nominate
analternativecandidateor
alter this decision in any
manner whatsoever. His
decisionsinthisregardare
final and binding upon all
party members,” it said. In
a post on X, Barrister Go-
harsaidthatallpartymem-
bers part of the KP Assem-
bly were a“source of pride
for us” and that they had
stayedloyaltoImran,com-
plied with every decision
and remained steadfast.
“However, in view of the
unnecessary speculation
anddiscussionscirculating
onsocialmediaandcertain
TV channels regarding the
chiefminister,thisnotifica-
tionhasbeenissuedtopro-
vide further clarification
andreassure partyworkers
and supporters that deci-
sions within our party are
made solely in accordance
with the directives of Im-
ran Khan sahib,” he said.

gricultural training in
China spurs startups, with
107 Pakistani professionals

T'he programme targets young agricultural
professionals who can apply thewr traiming in thew
workplaces or businesses after returming to Pakistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani agricultural profes-
sionals are looking to China’s farming tech-
nologies for ways to address challenges at
home,as 107 participantsinthethirdbatchof
abilateraltrainingprogrammecontinuetheir
studies at Northwest A&F University, China.
Since the programme began, 885 partici-
pantshavecompletedtrainingandreturned
toPakistan, wheretheyhave helpedestab-
lish 15 startups and train more than 50,000
farmers and other agricultural profession-
als, China Economic Net (CEN) reported
on Thursday quoting a Pakistani official.
The programmewas highlighted atthe Chi-
na-Pakistan Agricultural Science and Tech-
nology Exchange Event, themed “Touyan
Program Empower Agriculture, Sail Toward
the World,"held in Yangling, Shaanxi, China
on October 27 alongside the 33rd Yangling
Agricultural Hi-Tech Fair and the 2026
ShanghaiCooperationOrganizationAgricul-
tural Expo. Saima Naurin, project director
atPakistan's Higher Education Commission
(HEC), said the programmewasdesignedto
addresspracticalchallengesinPakistan’sag-
ricultural sector, according to CEN.

Nine priority areas were identified in con-

sultation with agricultural universities, ex-
perts and government departments.
These areas include farm mechanization;
crop speed breeding; advanced technolo-
gies such as drones, the Internet of
Things and artificial intelligence; seed
production and processing; livestock dis-
ease surveillance; livestock breeding and
genomics; aquaculture; high-efficiency ir-
rigation and water management; and fruit
and vegetable processing. The training
combinesacademicinstructionwithhands-
onexperience.Participantsarealso placed
with Chinese enterprises and internation-
al organizationsto learn how agricultural
technologiesareappliedinpractice,Nau-
rin said. The programme targets young
agricultural professionals who canapply
theirtrainingintheirworkplaces orbusi-
nesses after returning to Pakistan.
Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree
in agriculture and be no older than 35.
The selection process also considers their
professionalexperienceandtheirorganiza-
tions’capacity to adopt new technologies,
she said.“885 participants had completed
training and returned to Pakistan,” Naurin
told CEN. She pinpointed the programme
had begun producing results in Pakistan.
According to her, returning trainees had

helped establish 15 startups, develop
demonstration farms and train more than
50,000 farmers, seed-company personnel
and other participants.

She added that organizations in Pakistan
hadalsoadoptednewtechnologiesandup-
dated policies following the training.
AbdulSamad,founderandCEOofPakistani
agricultural startup NanoDrop, is among
the 107 participants in the third batch.
For him, the programme offers an oppor-
tunity to explore technologies that could
beadaptedtoPakistan'sagriculturalcondi-
tions.”"Many things areimported from Chi-
na to Pakistan. Soit’s time to work on tech-
nology transfer in Pakistan,” Samad said.
NanoDrop works on water filtration and
irrigation-relatedapplications.Samadsaid
itsmembranetechnologycanpurifysaline
water without electricity, with potential
usesinagriculture, domestic water supply
and industry. During his first week in Chi-
na, Samad said he had been impressed by
greenhouse technologies and equipment
that could help turn dry land into produc-
tive growing areas. He had taken photo-
graphs, collected brochures and seed
samples, and obtained contacts from
technologyproviderstolearnmoreabout
their products and applications.

Samadsaidheplannedtoexploreopportu-
nitiestoapplywhathelearnedafterreturn-
ing to Pakistan. As an entrepreneur who
works closely with farmers and engages
withgovernment-supportedinitiatives,he
hoped to find practical ways to introduce
suitable technologies at the local level.
The programme originated from Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to
YanglingonJune8,2024,whenhedecided
to send 1,000 Pakistani agricultural gradu-
atestoChinaforadvancedtraining,accord-
ing to Pakistani media reports.

Yangling is home to China’s first national
agriculturalhigh-techindustrydemonstra-
tion zone and serves as a platform for ag-
riculturalscienceandtechnologycoopera-
tion and training with other countries.
Morethan6,000agricultural officialsand
professionals from over 130 countries
had received training in Yangling, while
online training had reached more than
60,000 participants. For the Pakistani
participants currently training in China,
the challenge ahead is to translate what
they learn into solutions suited to local
farming conditions.Samad said the third
batch was scheduled to return to Paki-
stanin January 2027 after completingits
three-month training programme.

Egypt’s EI-Dafrawy returns as
full PFL Dubai card confirmed

Chelsea win as
Bayern draw with
Madrid in Women'’s

for Coca-Cola Arena

DNA

DUBAI: The full card has
been announced for PFL
Dubai, set to take place
on Saturday, Nov. 14 at the
Coca-ColaArena.Theevent
marks PFLs fourth card in
Dubai and its first in the
city since the merger with
Most Valuable Promotions,
staged in cooperation with
the Dubai Sports Council
andthe DubaiDepartment
of Economy and Tourism.
The 15-fight card will be
headlinedbyaheavyweight
(265 Ibs.) world title bout
between reigning champi-
on Vadim Nemkov (20-2)
and No.3-ranked Sergei

Bilostenniy (15-4) Nemkov,
a protege of Mixed Martial
Arts legend Fedor “The
Last Emperor” Emelianen-
ko, has not lost in more
than a decade, going un-
beateninhislast15appear-
ances. Bilostenniy, who
became the first fighter to
stop Karl Williams and re-
cently finished former PFL
Champion Renan Ferreira,
also represents Team Fe-
dorandhassharedtraining
camps with Nemkov.

Nemkov said: “l always try
to finish fights with a sub-
mission or a choke. Like
Fedor says, fights should
end early. But fighting is
unpredictable,thingsdon’t
alwaysgoaccordingtoplan,

so you have to be ready to
adjust during the fight”
Bilostenniy said: “F'm in the
middle of mytrainingin Mos-
cow, there’snotlongleftnow
until a real, action-packed
fight. A true test for myself.
| want to treat the fans to a
great, excitingboutbetween
two big Russian guys! My
mindset is excellent, I'm
ready for battle. See you all
soon!"The co-main eventisa
coming-outpartyforNamur’s
undefeatedNo.4-rankedPat-
rick “The Belgian Bomber”
Habirora(9-0),whostepsout-
side Europe for the first time
in his professional career af-
ter a 20-second knockout of
former UFC champion Ben-
son Henderson in Brussels.

Across the cage is Egypt’s
No.5-ranked Omar “God-
First” El-Dafrawy (16-6),
the inaugural PFL MENA
welterweight (170 Ibs.)
champion, whowill fightin
his home territory in an at-
tempt to take the Belgian’s
hype for himselfin a highly
anticipated battle.

Habirora said: “This is the
biggest fight of my career,
against a highly experi-
enced opponent, and I've
put in one of the toughest
training camps I've ever
done. With one month
to go, | feel ready and fo-
cused. Fans can expect me
to bring the flashball and
give everything I've got on
fight night. | can't wait”

Saudi Pro League
partners with
Football Manager

DNA

RIYADH:The Saudi Pro League has announcedit is collab-
oratingwithFootballManager,addingthefamousgaming
title to the partners of the Roshn-sponsored competition.
This coincides with the SPL’s inclusion for the first
time in the new version of the game, scheduled for
global release on Nov. 10, according to the league’s
X account on Wednesday night. This partnership is a
partof the league’s efforts to expand its base of com-
mercial partnersand attract brands from diverse sec-
tors. It wants to enhance the SPL's commercial value,
opennewavenuesforrevenue growth,and maximize
returns for clubs through marketing rights.

Underthe partnership, Football Manager27,one of
the world’s leading simulation games, will feature
the 18 SPL clubs with their logos, kits, and play-
er images. The partnership represents the latest
addition to the SPL's commercial sponsorshipsand
highlights its efforts to explore the opportunities
provided by the electronic games sector.

ChampionsLeague

DNA

PARIS, France: Goals from Ellie Carpenter and Kadeisha
Buchanan were enough to give Chelsea their second win
in this season’s Women’s Champions League on Wednes-
day to join Arsenal and Lyon at the top of the table. Bayern
Munich came from two goals down to draw with Real Ma-
drid while Servette thrashed OH Leuven 5-1. Chelsea, who
reachedthefinalin 2020-21, opened their campaign witha
win and a draw despite scoring just once in their first two
games. They looked nailed on for another win in the first
halfatPloughLaneastheydominatedthegamewithoutget-
ting a goal. That changed in the 51st minute when Wieke
Kaptein cut the ball back for substitute Carpenter, making
her 50th Champions League appearance, who slid the ball
underthegoalkeeperRacheleBaldi.MelvineMalard missed
agoldenchancetoputthegametobedbutBuchananmade
it 2-0 a minute from time, heading Kaptein's cross into the
Roma net.“I'm pleased with the fact we scored really early
in the second half.We could probably have killed the game
a little bit earlier,” said Chelsea coach Sonia Bompastor.

FIA president Ben Sulayem heralds
major investment in Formula

One race management

DUBAI: FIA President Mohammed Ben Sulayem has
heraldedamulti-million-poundinvestmentinraceman-
agementbythegoverningbodyforworldmotorsportas
an important milestone in the continued evolution of
the FIA Formula One World Championship.

Speaking ahead of the Mexican Grand Prix this weekend,
Ben Sulayem said the recent official opening of the FIA's
new Remote Operations Centre atBiggin Hill, UK, marked
asignificantinvestmentin the technology, infrastructure
and people that underpin the championship.
WithF1andglobalmotorsportexperiencinganextraor-
dinary period of growth, the ROC is the result of close
collaboration between the FIA and Formula One Man-
agementto ensure the continued delivery of the high-
est possible standards of race management.

Ben Sulayem said: “The inauguration of our new ROC
represents an important milestone in the continued
evolution ofthe FIA Formula One World Championship
and our commitment to delivering the highest stand-

ards of safety, fairness and integrity across our sport.
“As the championship grows globally, it is vital that we
continue toinvestin the people, technology and infra-
structure that underpin world-class race operations.
Thisstate-of-the-artfacilitywill strengthenourability to
supportaccurate,consistentandefficientdecision-mak-
ing, ensuring that our sportcontinuesto operateatthe
highest possible standards.”

Thenewfacilitywill provideround-the-clocksupportto
the FIA’s race control and stewards during Grand Prix
weekend for F1, F2 and F3. Enabling improved speed,
accuracy and consistency of support, it is integral to
strengthening race operations and will play an impor-
tant role in developing the next generation of FIA of-
ficials through the FIA High-Performance Programme.
One of the four pillars of FIA Race Operations, the
ROC works alongside race control, systems opera-
tions and the stewards to strengthen race manage-
ment and enhance decision-making. — APP

The agreement builds on existing professional links between the two federations.
Pakistan’s men’s and women s national futsal teams are already coached by
Iranian professionals Ali Imani and Fatemeh Sharif Noghabi, respectively

OuR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s football and
futsal development drive has received a
significant boost with the Pakistan Foot-
ball Federation (PFF) and the Football
Federation Islamic Republic of Iran (FFI-
Rl) signing a Memorandum of Under-
standing(MoU)toexpandcooperationin
youthfootball,futsal,coachingeducation
and technical development.

The agreement, signed by PFF President
Syed Mohsen Gilani and FFIRI President
MehdiTaj, establishes aframework for clos-
ersportingcollaborationbetweentheneigh-
bouring countries, with a shared vision of
nurturingyoungtalent,improvingtechnical
standards and creating new opportunities
for players, coaches and officials.
ThepartnershipoffersPakistananimportant
opportunitytobenefitfromlran’'sestablished
expertise in international and Asian futsal,
while strengthening its own development
pathways and expanding opportunities for

Under the MoU, both federations intend
tofacilitatefriendly matches, joint training
camps and invitational tournaments for
youthnationalteams.Thepartnershipalso
covers talent identification, academy de-
velopment,youthcompetitionsandcoach
education,includingopportunitiesfor PFF
youth coaches to participate in FFIRI train-
ing programmes and coaching courses.
Futsal development is another key pillar
of the agreement. The two sides plan to
explore national team friendlies, joint
training camps, coaching and refereeing
courses, and the possible deployment
of Iranian futsal coaches and technical
experts to Pakistan. Sharing expertise
in the organisation and management of
domestic futsal leagues could also help
Pakistanstrengthenitsnationalcompeti-
tion structure and create a more sustain-
able pathway for emerging players.
The broader cooperation framework ex-
tends to grassroots football, women’s
football,physical preparation, refereeing,
sports science, sports medicine and the

emerging footballers. Iran’s experience in
elite competition, player development and
coaching could provide valuable technical
supportas Pakistan workstobuildastronger
and more competitive futsal structure.

The agreement builds on existing pro-
fessional links between the two federa-
tions. Pakistan’s men’s and women’s na-
tional futsal teams are already coached
by Iranian professionals Ali Imani and

Fatemeh Sharif Noghabi, respectively.
Their involvement provides a practical
foundationfordeepertechnicalcooper-
ation,knowledge-sharingandtheadop-
tion of modern training methods.

development of football facilities. The
federations may also collaborate on in-
ternational friendly matches involving
senior men’s and women'’s teams, youth
sides, Olympic teams and futsal squads.

JUI-F
sought
governor’s
rule in KP,
says Naqvi

From PaGe 01
Naqvi's claim cameashehit
backat JUI-F chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman over his re-
marks a day earlier, includ-
ing about the purpose of
the interior minister’s visit
to Iran. Naqvi rejected the
assertionthatPakistanioffi-
cialshadtravelledtolranto
negotiate a defence agree-
ment, saying the visit was
instead aimed at dealing
with the ongoing regional
crisis.“This was completely
not a defence agreement,”
he said, adding that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
had specifically assigned
him responsibilities con-
cerning the ongoing crisis.
“I do not go out of enthu-
siasm. The prime minister
has tasked me with the cur-
rent crisis of this war and
entrusted certain things to
me, which is why | go,” he
said. The interior minister
said he had previously held
Fazlin personal regard, but
accused the JUI-F chief of
leaving little room for mu-
tual respect through his re-
centremarks.”Somethings
do not befit a politician,”
Naqvi said. The Senate
session grew increasingly
tenseasNaqvitradedbarbs
with JUI-F lawmakers, with
Kamran protesting against
his remarks and the chair
repeatedly calling for order
in the House. Naqvi also
launched a scathing attack
on JUI-F, accusing its lead-
ers of using religion for po-
litical and personal benefit.
“They have used Islam for
politics, they have used Is-
lam for business,” he said,
alleging that they invoked
religionwheneveritserved
their personal interests.
The interior minister fur-
ther accused JUI-F leaders
of benefitingfromthestate
when it suited them and
turningagainstitwhenthey
weredeniedashareinpow-
er. “For them, the state is
amother until the day they
can squeeze the state/
Naqvisaid,addingthatthey
considered the state good
as long as they received
benefits from it. “When
they do not get a share in
thegovernment,then[they]
spiton the state,"he added.

Israel piles
pressure on
Arab parties

From PaGe 01
The Netanyahu camp’s ac-
cusations,whichakey Arab
party has rejected, could
bring uncertainty to the
electoral process at a time
when the threat of a return
towar with Iranlooms over
the region. Israel’s election
sawsoaringparticipationby
Israeli Arabs, descendants
of Palestinians who stayed
after the country’s creation
in1948,asoutrageboiledat
calls by officials such as Na-
tional Security Minister Ita-
mar Ben Gvir to treat their
community much as Israel
has dealt with Palestinians
in Gaza and the occupied
West Bank. Following Net-
anyahu’saccusationsofim-
propriety, Ben Gvir went so
farastoencouragelsrael to
“immediately”order thear-
rests of Arab party leaders.
RaampartyleaderMansour
Abbassaidhewelcomedan
investigation into claims of
wrongdoing,addingthathis
party had “no connection”
with the accusations. The
Arab parties together have
enough votes to take the
opposition bloc over the
finish line, but Eisenkot
has baulked after relent-
less attacks by Netanyahu,
who warned his right-wing
Jewish base that voting for
the opposition would put
Arabs in power. ‘Political
earthquake’SupremeCourt
Justice Noam Sohlberg, a
conservativewhoheadsthe
Central Election Commis-
sion,requestedaninvestiga-
tion by the Shin Bet security
service into allegations that
Raam received money from
Qatar.“The Raamgate scan-
dalisapolitical earthquake.
Israel’s elections have been
stolen!” Netanyahu's Likud
party said. Government of-
ficialsdid notofferevidence
to back the allegations, and
left-wing candidate Yair Go-
lan accused Netanyahu of
attempting to stir contro-
versy after failing to get a
majority. “Now he is trying
tochallengetheelectionre-
sultsthroughanuglydelegit-
imisationcampaignagainst
the will of the people, and
against the Arab public in
particular” Netanyahu him-
selfhaslongbeenunderthe
cloud of allegations related
to Qatar after the arrests
last year of two of his aides
for allegedly receiving pay-
ments from the Gulf state.
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Rupee gains
01paisa
against Dollar

ISLAMABAD: Rupee on
Thursday appreciated by 01
paisaagainsttheUSDollarin
interbanktradingandclosed
at Rs 276.76, compared to
the previous day’s closing of
Rs 276.77.
AccordingtotheForex Asso-
ciation of Pakistan (FAP), the
dollar'sopen-marketbuying
and selling rates were Rs
277.50 and Rs 280, respec-
tively.

The price of the Euro in-
creased by Rs0.43, closing at
Rs 308.28 against the previ-
ous day’s rate of Rs 307.85,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP). The
Japanese Yen remain d un-
changed to close at Rs 1.75;
while the British Pound
surged byRs0.60and closed
at Rs 368.45 against the pre-
vious day’s Rs 367.85. The
exchange rates of the Eam-
irate Dirham and the Saudi
Riyal stood stagnant, closing
at Rs 75.35 and Rs73.75, re-
spectively.—APP

Gold price
remain

unchanged

ISLAMABAD: Gold prices
remained unchanged in the
domestic market on Thurs-
day, with the price of 24-kar-
at gold per tola standing at
Rs425,636, according to
rates issued by the All Paki-
stan Sarafa Gemsand Jewel-
lers Association.

Similarly, the price of 10
grams of 24-karat gold
remained unchanged at
Rs364,914, while the price
of 10 grams of 22-karat gold
stood at Rs334,516.

In the international market,
the price of gold remained
unchanged at $4,031 per
ounce, the association re-
ported Meanwhile, the price
of silver per tola declined
by Rs86 to Rs5,768, while
the price of 10 grams of
24-karat silver fell by Rs73 to
Rs4,945. The price of silver
in the international market
alsoregistered adecline, de-
creasing by $0.86 to $52.90
per ounce, the association
added.—APP

PSX stays bull-
ish, gains over
1,456 points

ISLAMABAD, Oct 29 (AP-
P):The benchmark KSE-100
Index of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) continued
with bullish momentum on
Thursday, gaining 1,456.68
points, a positive change
of 0.88 percent, to close at
167,193.44 points against
165,736.76 points record-
ed in the previous trading
session The ready market
witnessed a trading volume
of 816.834 million shares,
compared to 578.124 mil-
lion shares traded in the
previous session, while the
traded value increased to Rs
31.541billionfromRs 26.203
billion. Market capitalisation
increased to Rs 18.492 tril-
lion from Rs 18.329 trillion
recorded a day earlier. Out
of 499 companies thattraded
inthereadymarket,232posted
gains, 232 suffered losses, while
35remainedunchanged.Cner-
gyico PK led the volume chart
with 184011 million shares,
followed by Pervez Ahmed Co
with 81.146 million shares and
K-Electric Ltd. with 46.827
million shares.—APP

Libya'’s
eastern admin
bars entry
to Iranians,
Afghans

TRIPOLI:  Libya's  east-
ern-based government
banned the entry of Iranian
andAfghannationalsthrough
all land, sea and air ports,
the government said late
on Wednesday. The move
extends entry restrictions
the eastern administration
imposedon nationals of four
African countries in June, in
acountrysplitbetweenrival
governmentsintheeastand
west since 2014. The gov-
ernmentdid not give area-
son for the decision. “The
nationals of both Iran and
Afghanistan are prohibited
from entering Libyan terri-
tory through all land, Kair,
andsea portsKofentry,"the
governmentsaidin a state-
ment posted on its verified
Facebook page. It added
that the Ministry of Interi-
orwouldberesponsible for
implementingthedecision
and for deporting Iranian
and Afghan nationals who
donothold validXresidence
permits. Libya has become
a transit route for migrants
fleeing conflict.—APP

|ICCl seeks Pak-China electric
motorcycle manufacturing

Welcoming the Chinese business delegation here on Thursday at the Chamber House, led
by Mr.Yang Zong, the ICCl President said Pakistan offered significant potential for electric
two-wheelers, including electric motorcycles, scooters and bicycles

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI)
Mohammad Zikria Akbar Zia has called
for joint ventures between Pakistani busi-
nessesand China’s Wuxi ShengbaoVehicle
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. to promote elec-
tric motorcycle manufacturing, localize
two-wheelerproductionandtransfermod-
ern technology to Pakistan, creating new
opportunitiesforinvestment,employment
and exports.

Welcoming the Chinese business delega-
tion here on Thursday at the Chamber
House, led by Mr. Yang Zong, the ICCI
President said Pakistan offered significant
potentialforelectrictwo-wheelers,includ-
ingelectricmotorcycles,scootersandbicy-
cles.Heencouragedthe Chinese company
tocollaboratewithPakistanientrepreneurs
inmotorcycleassemblyandmanufacturing,
technology transfer, research and devel-
opment, and the gradual localization of
components.Thedelegationalsoincluded
Cheng Zong, Qing Zong and Muhammad
Arif.

Mohammad Zikria Akbar Zia emphasized
thatPakistan-Chinaeconomiccooperation
should move beyond the import and sale
of finished products towards sustainable
industrial partnerships. He said local man-
ufacturingofelectricmotorcyclesandoth-
ertwo-wheelerscouldreducedependence
onimported finished vehicles, strengthen
domesticsupply chains,developtechnical
expertise and create skilled employment
for Pakistaniyouth.Headded that collabo-
ration could also help establish Pakistan as
apotentialmanufacturingbaseforregional
and international markets.He assured the
delegation that ICCl was ready to facilitate

engagementwithPakistanimanufacturers,
investorsandrelevantgovernmentdepart-
mentstoidentifysuitablepartners,explore
manufacturingopportunitiesand address
practical challenges to investment.

He also offered the company an opportu-
nity to showcase its electric mobility prod-
uctsatthe Chamber’s upcoming expoand
atitsdisplay centretoincrease market visi-
bility,connectwithpotentialbusinesspart-
nersandexplorecommercialopportunities
in Pakistan.He said the objective shouldbe
totranslatethelongstandingPakistan-Chi-
na friendship into tangible economic out-
comesthroughmotorcyclemanufacturing,

technologypartnerships,industrialinvest-
ment and export-oriented production.
During the meeting, Mr. Yang Zong
showcased the company’s OPAI brand of
two-wheelersandansweredquestionsfrom
participants about its products and busi-
ness prospects. He expressed the compa-
ny’s keen interest in joint ventures and lo-
calizing production in Pakistan, while also
considering export opportunities in other
destinations. He highlighted the potential
for cooperation to develop local manu-
facturing capabilities, strengthen supply
chains, provide technical training and en-
hance the skills of Pakistani workers.

ICClI Senior Vice President Mohammad
AshfagChathahighlightedtheimportance
ofbusiness-to-businessengagementandin-
dustrialcollaborationforthemutualbenefit
of the two countries. ICCI Executive Com-
mittee Members Ms. Sadaf Asim Abbasi
and Ms. Nageena Khaleeque, along with
Syed Imran Bukhari, and ICCI members
Dr. Shahid Zafar, Mamoon Shafqat, Zafar
ShehzadandAsifJavaid, participatedinthe
question-and-answer session. Prominent
attendees included Rashid Tufail, Moham-
mad Arif, ICCl senior members Waseem
Chaudhryand SajidIgbal,alongwith other
business representatives.—DNA

RCCI holds breast cancer

Mideast conflict
haunts race for

awareness seminar

Calls for free mammography testing at government hospitals

RAWALPINDI:The Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI), in collaboration with Shaukat Khanum Me-
morial Cancer Hospital & Research Centre, organized a Breast Cancer Awareness Seminar to promote early detection,
prevention, and timely treatment of breast cancer and strengthen public awareness of this critical health issue.

The seminar was addressed by RCCI President Nosherwan Khalil Khan, RCCI Patron-in-Chief Sohail Altaf, Senior Vice
President Waseem Aslam, Senator Sherry Rehman, Federal Ombudsperson for Protection Against Harassment Fouzia
Wagqar, Dr. Anila Amin Khattak, Chairperson Romana Parvez, and other speakers.

The speakers urged the government to provide free mammography testing facilities at all government hospitals across
Pakistan to ensure timely diagnosis and treatment, particularly for women who cannot afford expensive medical tests.
Addressing the inaugural session, Senator Sherry Rehman said that delays in breast cancer diagnosis remain a major
causeofpreventabledeaths.ShehighlightedthealarmingsituationinPakistan,wheremorethan 100womenreportedly
losetheirlivestothedisease everyday.Sheemphasizedthatexpandingaccesstoscreeningservices,launchingcommu-
nity-levelawarenesscampaigns,andadoptingacoordinatednationalhealthcarestrategyareessentialtoreducingbreast
cancermortality.Shestressedthatfinancialconstraintsshouldnotpreventanywomanfromaccessingessentialdiagnos-
tic tests and treatment. RCCl President Nosherwan Khalil Khan, in his address, highlighted that Pakistan is among the
Asiancountrieswithahighincidence ofbreastcancer,withapproximately oneineveryninewomenatriskof developing
thediseaseduring herlifetime.He emphasized that early detection significantlyimprovestreatmentoutcomesand sur-
vival prospects, making public awareness, regular screening, and accessible healthcare facilities essential. He further
stressed the need for coordinated effortsamong government institutions, healthcare organizations, the private sector,
and civil society to strengthen breast cancer prevention and ensure timely diagnosis and quality treatment for women
acrossthecountry.Participantscalledforcomprehensivenationwidebreastcancerscreeningandtreatmentservices, the
provisionofmoderndiagnosticequipmentatgovernmenthospitals,andtheavailabilityoftrained medical professionals.
Theyalsounderscored theimportance ofeducatingwomenaboutearly warning signsand encouraging timely medical
consultations.The seminar concluded with a shared commitment to promoting breast cancer awareness, encouraging
preventivemeasures,andimprovingaccesstoearlydiagnosisandtreatment.Speakersemphasizedthatsustainedcollec-
tive efforts are essential to saving lives and ensuring better healthcare facilities for women throughout Pakistan.

Qatar vows to continue
mediation efforts

DOHA:QataronThursdayrejectedallegationsithadfund-
ed activities to influence Israel’s parliamentary elections,
accusing Israeli politicians of attempting to draw Doha
intodomesticpoliticaldisputesfollowingavotethatleft
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s coalition short of
amajority. Qatari Foreign Ministry spokesperson Majed
Al-Ansarisaidtheaccusationswouldnotdeterthecoun-
try’s mediation efforts, its support for the Palestinian
peopleoritscommitmenttoresolvingregional conflicts
through diplomacy.“We categorically deny allegations
that Qatar has interfered in Israeli elections or fund-
ed any activities intended to influence their outcome,”
Al-Ansari said on X. He referred to the repeated accusa-
tionsagainst Doha, saying Israeli politicians had variously
alleged Qatariinfluence over Netanyahu, the political left
and now Arab voters:“If these claims were to be believed,
Qatar would apparently own all of Israel” His remarks
came after the head of Israel’s Central Elections Commit-
tee, Supreme CourtJusticeNoam Sohlberg,askedthe Shin
Bet domestic security agency to investigate suspicions of
foreign funding intended to influence Tuesday’s vote. Is-
raeli media reported allegations that Qatar had provided
moneytoorganizationsworkingtoincreaseturnoutamong
Arab voters, whose strong showing has complicated Net-
anyahu’s efforts to secure another term.Sohlberg said the

suspicionswereseriousbutunsubstantiatedandaskedthe
security agencytoestablishwhetherevidence supported
them.Al-Ansaridescribed theaccusationsasadisinforma-
tion campaign by Israeli politicians and their allies in the
media, accusing them of using Qatar to deflect attention
from their own political setbacks. “Qatar should not be
used as a scapegoat for the political failures of certain Israeli
politicians,’hesaid."Ratherthantryingtoshiftattentiononto
Qatar, they would be better off focusing on their own voters,
improving people’severyday lives,andundoing thedamage
they've created in the region. The allegations emerged as
preliminary results showed Netanyahu's right-wing bloc se-
curing53seatsinthe 120-memberKnesset,against48forthe
main opposition bloc led by Gadi Eisenkot. Arab-led parties
were projected to win a combined 19 seats, a record result
that could give them a decisive role in determining the next
government. Neither of the two main blocs had secured the
61seatsneededforaparliamentarymajority.Netanyahu'sLikud
partyhasalsoaccusedArabpartiesofwidespreadelectoralfraud,
claimingtheyhadstolentheelection.lsraelielectionofficialsand
police said they had found no evidence supporting allegations
of systematic irregularities. The controversy follows an earlier
Israeli investigation, known as Qatargate, into allegations that
associatesofNetanyahureceivedpaymentslinkedtoQatarto
promote the Gulf state’s interests.—DNA

Berlin town hall

BERLIN: Germany’s far-left Die Linke party scored a historic
election winin Berlin last month, but its path to powerin the
city-statehasbeencomplicatedbyitsstanceonthelsrael-Pal-
estinian conflict. Since its ballot box triumph, it has been ac-
cused of tolerating “Israel hate”and antisemitism in its ranks
— butalso taken heatfrom members who say itis selling out
its pro-Palestinian stance in pursuit of a governing coalition.
Party members will vote Saturday on whether the anticapi-
talist party should enter into formal coalition talks with the
center-left Social Democrats (SPD) and Greens that could
make its lead candidate Elif Eralp mayor of the German capi-
tal. Conservative Chancellor Friedrich Merz has voiced alarm
about Die Linke’s critical positions on Israel and its pledge to
expropriate real estate holdings — and implored the SPD,
his coalition partner at the national level, to “stop head-
ing down this path”Some Die Linke members meanwhile
accused their party of betrayal after the three potential
coalitionalliessigneda pledge that rejected antisemitism.
The text affirmed Israel’s right to exist and pledged to
strengthen police powersto protectJewishlifeandensure
“violence and terror are neither glorified nor relativised.
Linke supporters“voted for the party out of solidarity with
Palestine,’said 21-year-old party youth wing activist Anjo
outsideapro-PalestinianmeetingintheNeukoellndistrict,
one ofthe party’s strongholds and a center of Berlin's Arab
and Muslim communities. Die Linke should remain stead-
fast in the positions for which it was elected,” he argued,
explaining that he favored a“one-state solution”to the Is-
rael-Palestinianconflict,andstressingtheparty’spositions
on social justice and anti-militarism. In the middle of it all
hasbeenthemayoralhopeful Eralp—a45-year-oldlawyer
born to Turkish immigrants who has been compared to
New York’s Democratic Socialist mayor Zohran Mamdani.

While Eralp campaigned mainly on a pledge to end Berlin’s
dire housing crisis with a controversial plan to expropriate
flats of corporate landlords, her party also drew strong sup-
port from voters with Middle Eastern roots in Berlin,home to
Europe’s biggest Palestinian community.

Atonelocal Die Linke campaign eventin Neukoelln,arapper
sparked controversy when he shouted: “Yalla yalla intifada”
and “Kill IDF" short for Israeli Defense Forces.

Then, at Die Linke's September 20 post-election party, a
Linke MP was spotted with a man described by media as a
representative of the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP) — which is classified as a terrorist group
inGermany.Anothervisitorbeamingintothecameraswas
Issa Remmo, patriarch of an extended family with rootsin
Lebanon, several of whose members have been jailed for
crimes including some spectacular heists. Since the elec-
tion, the German police union GdP has said thatmorethan
70 officers had requested transfers to other states rather
than serve under a Die Linke mayor. Debate around the
Middle East conflict is especially sensitive in Germany, a
country still at pains to atone for its dark history where the
political mainstream haslong agreed on steadfast solidar-
ity with Israel. Pro-Palestinian activists often charge that
post-war Germany’s deep shame about the Holocaust has
fosteredanunquestioningloyaltytolsraelthathasblinded
it to the depth of Palestinian suffering. Jara, a 29-year-old
activistofLebanesedescentspeakingatarecentpro-Gaza
rally, accused Germany of “a complete externalization of
German guilt onto the Palestinians.—DNA

Pak, Saudi Arabia explore
avenues to strengthen eco coop

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Saudi Arabia here on Thursday
havediscussedwaystostrengthenbilateraleconomicco-
operation,expandtradeandinvestmentopportunities,
andadvancesharedeconomicpriorities,reaffirmingthe
importance of theirlongstanding relations and contin-
uedengagementtopromotemutualeconomicinterests.
The discussion took place during a meeting between
Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Mu-
hammadAurangzeb,andSaudiAmbassadortoPakistan,
Dr. Rajeh Tami Albugamy, who called on the minister,
according to press release issued by finance ministry.
TheFinanceMinisterwelcomedthe Ambassadorandre-
affirmedthelongstandingbondsoffriendshipandbroth-
erhoodbetween Pakistanand SaudiArabia.Heappreci-
ated Saudi Arabia’s continued support for Pakistan and
emphasisedtheimportanceoffurtherstrengtheningthe
economic relationship between the two countries.

The Saudi Ambassador underscored the historic rela-
tionship between the two countries, rooted in shared

faith, history, mutual trust and respect. He emphasised
that stronger business-to-business engagement could
furtherdeepenpeople-to-peopleconnectionsandcreate
mutually beneficial economic opportunities.

Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb highlighted Pakistan'’s
progress in restoring macroeconomic stability, noting
improvements in foreign exchange reserves and infla-
tion, as well as recent upgrades by international cred-
it-rating agencies. He also referred to Pakistan’s return
to international capital markets through its recent US$
three billion Eurobond issuance and its access to Chi-
na's capital market. He highlighted the importance of
buildingonrecenteconomicgainstostrengtheninves-
torconfidenceandsupportsustainable,investment-led
growth.Thetwosidesdiscussedopportunitiesforcoop-
eration in agriculture, minerals and mining, and other
sectorswithinvestmentpotential. Theyemphasisedthe
importanceoftranslatingsharedprioritiesintotangible
outcomesandstrengtheningcommercialengagement

between the two countries.

The meeting also featured an exchange of views on the
prevailing regionalsituationand ongoing conflict, with
emphasisontheimportanceof peace, stabilityand con-
tinued cooperation toaddress emerging challengesand
safeguard regional economic prospects.

The discussion also highlighted Pakistan’s strategic ge-
ographic location and its potential to serve as a regional
tradeandtransithub,facilitatingconnectivityandcreating
opportunities for wider economic cooperation.
Aurangzeb reiterated the government’s commitment to
staying the course on structural reforms and maintaining
astable, predictable investment environment to support
domestic and foreign investment.

The meeting reaffirmed Pakistan and Saudi Arabia’s com-
mitmentto strengthening their strategic partnership and
expandingcooperationintradeandinvestment.Bothsides
emphasised theimportance of continuedengagementto
advance shared economic priorities.—DNA

Pak joins
ton-tier
countries in
cyhersecurity
in final stages

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Information Tech-
nologyandTelecommunica-
tion Shaza Fatima Khawaja
on Thursday said that Paki-
stanhadjoinedthetop-tier
countries in cybersecurity
following a significant im-
provement in global rank-
ings, while comprehensive
cybersecurity legislation
was in its final stages.
Addressing the closing
ceremony of Cybersecuri-
ty Awareness Week 2026,
organised jointly by the Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) and the
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP),
she said that cybersecurity
was no longer merely an
IT issue but a shared chal-
lengeconcerningthecoun-
try’s way of life, economic
development and national
security.

She said that Security Op-
erations Centres (SOCs)
andtheNational Computer
EmergencyResponseTeam
(National CERT) were fully
operational at the feder-
al level, while provincial
CERTs were also ready to
respond to cyber threats.
She added that necessary
amendmentstothePreven-
tion of Electronic Crimes
Act (PECA) had made the
National Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Agency an in-
dependent body to enable
prompt action against on-
linecrimesand complaints.
Shaza Fatima said that, un-
der the prime minister’s
special directives, young
peoplewerereceivingtrain-
ing in artificial intelligence
andadvancedcybersecurity
at the National University
ofSciencesandTechnology
(NUST) and the National
Vocational and Techni-
cal Training Commission
(NAVTTC).

The minister urged parents
to avoid sharing their chil-
dren’s photographs,school
detailsandhomeaddresses
on social media.

She warned that children
aged between 12 and 18
were exposed to seri-
ous risks, including child
grooming and cyberbully-
ing, on metaverse and on-
line gaming platforms.
She said that the internet
couldnotbeshutdown out
of fear in an age of techno-
logicaladvancement,stress-
ingtheneedforgreatervig-
ilance among citizens.

She urged internet users to
pause and carefully verify
informationbeforeclicking
on any online link.—APP

KSA leads
ME tourist
arrivals to
Indonesia

JAKARTA: Saudi travelers
made up the largest group
of foreign tourists from the
Middle East to visit Indone-
sia so far this year, the tour-
ism ministry said on Thurs-
day, as Jakarta seeks to
attract more visitors from
the Kingdom to explore
other destinations in the
country. Over 83,000 Saudi
tourists visited Indonesia
fromJanuary-July 2026, ac-
cordingtothe latest official
data from the Ministry of
Tourism, making them the
largest source market from
the Middle East and North
Africaregion.Indonesiahas
also recorded significant
growth of Saudi visitors in
recent years, from around
107,000 in 2023 to more
than 156,000 last year.
“These figures demon-
stratethecontinuedimpor-
tance of the Saudi Arabian
marketforindonesia’stour-
ism sector,’ the ministry’s
deputy for marketing, Ni
Made Ayu Marthini, told
Arab News. “Saudi travel-
ers are an important seg-
mentforindonesiabecause
theyaregenerallyassociat-
edwithrelatively hightour-
ismexpenditureandlonger
stays. This is aligned with
Indonesia’s strategy to at-
tractnot only more visitors,
butalso higher-quality and
higher-value tourists who
can contribute more signif-
icantly to the local tourism
economy.” Aside from Bali,
the hilly regions of Puncak
and Bandung in West Java
have proved popular desti-
nations among Saudi trav-
elers. “They offer a combi-
nation of natural scenery,
cooler climates in some ar-
eas, shopping and culinary
experiences, family-friend-
ly activities, and diverse
accommodation options,”
Marthini said. Indonesian
officials are hoping to at-
tract more Saudi travelers
with its global “Go Beyond
Ordinary”campaign,which
highlightsthecountry’sgas-
tronomy, wellness.—APP
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Beijing says
Philippines
‘erected
ohstacles’

BEIJING: Beijing accused
Manila on Thursday of
“erecting multiple obsta-
cles"toits attendanceatan
ASEAN meeting in the Phil-
ippines this week, where
China will be represented
by an embassy attache.
While several countries, in-
cluding the United States,
Japan and Australia, are
sending their defense
chiefs, China opted to send
itsManilaembassy defense
attache. “The Philippine
sidehasallowedcertainpol-
iticians to use public office
for private ends and erect-
ed multiple obstacles to
obstruct China’s participa-
tion in the ASEAN Defense
Ministers’ Meeting-Plus,” a
spokesperson for the Chi-
nese defense ministry told
a news conference.

“This has seriously under-
minedthe ASEAN principle
of consensus, gravely con-
travened the spirit of open-
ness and inclusiveness” of
the summit, the spokes-
personadded.Askedabout
Beijing’s comments, the
Philippinedefenseminister
told an ASEAN news con-
ference that others in the
regional bloc did not share
that position. “It is China’s
position; it is not ASEAN’s
position,” Gilberto Teo-
doro told reporters.
“They were given an oppor-
tunity to articulate their po-
sition, which is not any dif-
ferent from what they have
beenarticulatingbefore,’he
added.Thetwo-daysummit
of the Association of South-
east Asian Nations con-
cludesin CebuonThursday.
US Defense Secretary Pete
Hegsethusedthegathering
to propose on Wednesday
the creation of an “ambi-
tious” US-ASEAN defense
framework, as his country
aims to build up partner-
ships in the region. - APP

Taiwan says
Pak briefly
closed
airspace

News Desk

TAIWAN: Pakistan briefly
closed its airspace to Tai-
wanese cargo and passen-
ger flights, Taiwan said on
Thursday,suspectingChina
ofbeingbehindtheunprec-
edented move.

“We suspect definitely Chi-
na was behind this,’ Depu-
ty Foreign Minister Chen
Ming-chi told media after
confirming that Pakistan
had closed and reopened
its airspace to Taiwanese

For GSP+ Pakistan needs to
do more, says Romanian envoy

The ambassador expressed his concerns regarding Russian aggression. Situated on Europe’s eastern flank, Romania
shares acute vulnerabilities and perspectives on security threats stemming from Russian military actions, drawing
parallels on the importance of defending sovereign borders, international law, and regional deterrence frameworks
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ISLAMABAD: Strengthening diplomatic ties, trade compliance,
and mutual security were frontand center as Ambassador of Ro-
mania Dr.Dan Stoenescu underscored that Pakistan must deep-
enitsstructural reformstofully optimizeits Generalized Scheme
of Preferences Plus (GSP+) trade status with the European Un-
ion. Aligning closely with broader EU policy frameworks, Euro-
pean capitals maintainthathumanrightscomplianceremainsat
center stage. For Islamabad to retain and maximize the benefits
ofthevitaltrademechanism,rigorousimplementationofinterna-
tionalconventionsconcerninghumanrights,laborstandards,and
governance continues to be a mandatory prerequisite.

RomanianAmbassadortoPakistanDr.DanStoenescumadethese
remarks during his visit to the National Press Club (NPC) Islam-
abad. Heemphasized the need to strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion between Pakistan and Romania in information technology,
artificialintelligence, agriculture, education, trade, defence and
culturalexchange.Theambassadoralsoplantedasaplingsonthe
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NPC lawn. NPC President Abdul Razzaq Sial, Secretary Dr. Fur-
gdan Rao, Finance Secretary Abid Abbasi and senior journalists
warmly welcomed the distinguished guest upon his arrival.
Ambassador Dan further said, , as a committed member of the
Schengen Area,Romaniastrictlyapplies standard Europeanvisa
policies and regulations, ensuring that uniform criteria govern
entry requirements, matching procedures implemented across
other participating European member states. Discussions also
expandedintogeopoliticsandregionalstability,emphasizingthat
long-term peace in South Asia remains critical. He said both na-
tionshavebeenactivelycooperatingwitheachotheracrossvari-
ous international forums to foster stability and security.
TheambassadorexpressedhisconcernsregardingRussianag-
gression. Situated on Europe’s eastern flank, Romania shares
acute vulnerabilities and perspectives on security threats
stemming from Russian military actions, drawing parallels on
theimportanceofdefendingsovereignborders,international
law, and regional deterrence frameworks.

Ambassador Dr. Dan Stoenescu said that Pakistan and Romania
had enjoyed more than six decades of friendly relations based

on mutual respect, shared interests and constructive coopera-
tion. He expressed confidence that expanding bilateral trade
andinvestmentcouldgiveanewdimensiontothelongstanding
partnership between the two countries. Dr. Stoenescu said that
bilateral trade currently stood at approximately US$156 million,
a figure that did not fully reflect the economic potential of the
twocountries.AsamemberoftheEuropeanUnionandanimpor-
tantindustrial and logistical hub in Central and Eastern Europe,
RomaniacouldprovidePakistanibusinesseswithvaluableoppor-
tunities to access European markets. Similarly, Pakistan’s indus-
trial capacity, entrepreneurial sectorand growing technological
expertise offered attractive prospectsforRomanian companies.
He highlighted the signing ofaMemorandum of Understanding
between the Port of Constanta and Karachi Port Trust in March
2026, describing it as an important step towards strengthening
maritimeconnectivity,developingnewtraderoutesandfacilitat-
ing commerce between South Asiaand Europe. Another signifi-
cantdevelopmentwastheOctober2025MoUbetweentheFeder-
ation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI)
and the Bucharest Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
Theambassadorappreciated Pakistan’s contribution tointerna-
tional security, particularly its participation in United Nations
peacekeeping operations.He stressed that the objective should
be to translate bilateral dialogue into practical and sustainable
projectsbasedonmutualtrustandlong-terminstitutionalcoop-
eration.Speakingaboutculturaldiplomacyandpeople-to-people
contacts, Dr. Stoenescu highlighted several initiatives aimed at
promotingmutualunderstanding.Aphotographicexhibitionheld
at Pakistan’s Parliament House in April 2026 showcased impor-
tant moments in the history of bilateral relations.
Theambassadorfurtherhighlightedtheinaugurationofthe
“Romanian Bookshelf” at the National Library of Pakistan
inlslamabadonJune10,2026,describingitasanimportant
milestoneineducationaland culturalcooperationbetween
thetwocountries.Healsoacknowledgedtheimportantrole
of Romania’s honorary consulatesin Pakistan in promoting
regionaleconomic,commercial, culturalandeducational ex-
changes. Romania hasan Honorary Consul in Peshawar, an
Honorary Consul Designate in Karachi, while approval fora
new Honorary Consul in Lahore is awaited.
Concludinghisremarks,theRomanianambassadorsaidthatRoma-
niaregardedPakistanasanimportantpartnerinSouth Asiaandwas
committedtotransformingthetwocountries’longstandingfriend-
shipintotangible opportunitiesintrade,investment,defence, edu-
cation, technology and people-to-people engagement.

sMngapore’s kM to
Visit PaKistan

developmentsofmutualinter-
est, it added.

A memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on coopera-
tion in disaster management
between Pakistan’s National
DisasterManagementAuthor-
ity (NDMA) and Singapore’s
Civil Defence Force (SCDF)
will also be exchanged.
Balakrishnan will also call on
Foreign Office (FO) said on Thursday. Pakistan’s leadership, the FO said. Paki-
“The visitassumes significance asitco- stan and Singapore maintain cordial bi-
incideswiththe60thanniversaryofthe lateralrelationsbased on mutualrespect
establishment of diplomatic relations andlongstandingfriendship.Thevisitun-
between Pakistan and Singapore and  derscoresthe shared commitmentofthe
comesaheadofSingapore’sassumption twocountriestodeepeninganddiversify-
of the Asean chairmanship in 2027, ing their bilateral partnership, it added.
DPM Dar last spoke to Balakrishnan in
During the visit, Dar and Dr Balakrishnan  May, requesting Singapore’s support in
willhold bilateral talks covering theentire  facilitating the“welfareand repatriation
spectrum of Pakistan-Singaporerelations  of 11 Pakistanis and 20 Iranians aboard
andexchangeviewsonregionalandglobal vessels seized by the United States.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Singapore’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Dr Vivian Balakrishnan will
undertake an official visit
toIslamabad on Friday (Oct
30) at the invitation of Dep-
uty Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar, the

the FO said in a statement.

airlines.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif said on Thursday
that his presence in Tehran was
not necessary, as the discussions
there were neither about a de-
fence agreement nor Pakistan’s
defence.

The defence minister respond-
ed to remarks made by Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman a day
earlier during the National As-
sembly session.

Speaking during an NA session
today, Asif said the discussions
in Tehran did not concern Paki-
stan’s defence and were outside
the mandate of the Ministry of
Defence.

Asif said he had personally par-
ticipated in two recent defence
agreements,distinguishingthose
arrangements from the discus-
sions held in Tehran.

“The Field Marshal [Asim Munir]
went there to broker peace,” the
defence minister said, describing
him as a "messenger of peace"
He added that Chief of Defence
Forces (CDF) and Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) Field Marshal Asim

Munir had helped stop awarand
that the situationin Yemen could
have deteriorated.The defence
czarcalledforinternationalrecog-
nition of Pakistan’s and the CDF
Munir’s roles in peace efforts. He
alsoexpressed hopethatpositive
developments would emerge in
the Middle East in the coming
days.Taking aim at Fazl, Asif said
the JUI-F chief had experienced
both disagreements and cooper-
ation with the state and had also
been part of the government in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

1%)Ioded as sta

der, according to rescue officials.

Pregnantwomanamonghnine
killed in oxygen cylinder blast

Hospital administration

says oxygen cylinder ex-
members
tted it while patient was
still inside ambulance

Police said those killed included a PPHI dispenser,
the ambulance driver, a watchman and another
employee. The victims also included a pregnant
womanandtwoattendants,accordingtoearlierin-
formation provided by rescue officials. Police said
twomidwivesandafemaleattendantatthebasic
health centre were among the injured.

The injured were being sﬁifted to Civil Hospital
Mithi for treatment, while teams from the district
administration, rescue services and the health de-

THARPARKAR: The death toll from an oxygen cylinder  partment were present at the scene. Sindh Home
explosioninaparkedambulanceatabasichealthunit  Minister and Law Minister Ziaul Hassan Lanjar has
(BHU) Plus facility in Tharparkar has risen to nine  takennoticeoftheincidentandsoughtdetailsfrom
after_one ofthe |nJ.Ured (:j|ed while belng takentoKa- theTharparkar SSP and deputy Commissioner’ ac-
rachi, rescue officials said. The ambulance, operated - cording toa spokesperson. Hedirected authorities
by the People’s Primary Healthcare Initiative (PPHI),  to ensure immediate medica

caughtfirewhilestaffwerechangingitsoxygencylin- | assistance and timely treatment for the injured,

who were shifted to Karachi after receiving initial

Assistant Commissioner Nagarparkar Erum Karim  treatment, according to the Tharparkar SSP. Initial
Narejo said the ambulance was parked at the health  reportssuggestanoxygencylinderexplodedinthe
facility when the explosion occurred. Hospitaladmin- - ambulance, while expert'teams from Mirpur-
» | istration said a pregnant woman was still inside the  khasandKarachihavebeencalledintoexamine

ambulancewhenstaffbegan fittingtheoxygencylin-  the evidence,a provincial government spokes-
der.Anexplosionduringtheprocesstriggeredthefire.  person said. - IS)NA
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