
A nation’s conscience buried under the rubble
Pakistan does not suffer from a shortage of talent or resources. What it lacks is the collective political will 

to place public welfare above personal and partisan interests. As the old saying goes, where there is a  
will, there is a way. The challenge before the nation is not finding the way; it is finding the will

Analysis

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: The heart-
breaking tragedy in Pe-
shawar on October 15, 
2026, where more than 30 
innocent schoolchildren 
lost their lives after the 
roof of a school collapsed 
and dozens of others were 
injured, is not merely 
an accident. It is a grim 
reflection of the state of 

governance in Pakistan. It is a painful reminder of 
official negligence, administrative failure, and a 
system that has long ceased to view the ordinary 
citizen as its primary responsibility.
While rescue workers struggled to save trapped 
children and parents anxiously waited for news of 
their loved ones, our political class remained en-
gaged in its routine power games. On the very day 
when the nation should have paused to mourn and 
focus entirely on relief efforts, parliament contin-
ued debating and approving the emergency situa-
tion in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. At the very least, the 
proceedings should have been deferred as a mark 

of respect and solidarity with the grieving families.
Such insensitivity exposes the widening discon-
nect between rulers and the people. It raises a 
troubling question: Do the lives of ordinary Pa-
kistanis matter to those who govern them?
The tragedy is not confined to Peshawar. It is sym-
bolic of a larger national crisis. Across Pakistan, 
millions of citizens are deprived of basic facilities, 
including safe schools, quality healthcare, clean 
drinking water, and reliable infrastructure. Build-
ings collapse, roads deteriorate, hospitals lack 
essential medicines, and educational institutions 
operate without proper safety standards. Yet po-
litical leaders remain preoccupied with elections, 
alliances, rivalries, and media appearances.
The unfortunate reality is that politicians seek 
votes from these very people, make tall promis-
es during election campaigns, and then abandon 
them once they assume power. Public service has 
increasingly been replaced by political survival. 
Governance has become secondary, while power 
remains the ultimate objective.
In this context, Interior Minister Mohsin Naq-
vi’s observation that “the system has collapsed” 
deserves serious attention. When such a state-
ment comes from a senior government function-
ary occupying one of the most important offices 
in the country, it carries significant weight. It 

is not a criticism from the opposition or a com-
plaint from civil society. It is an admission from 
within the corridors of power itself.
If the system has indeed collapsed, the ques-
tion is: who will rebuild it?
No force prevents our leaders from curbing corrup-
tion. No one stops them from ensuring transparen-
cy and accountability. No one prevents them from 
introducing merit-based recruitment, strengthening 
institutions, or delivering good governance. Like-
wise, nobody compels them to tolerate nepotism, 
favoritism, incompetence, and inequality.  The 
obstacles are not external; they lie within the po-
litical culture that has dominated Pakistan for dec-
ades. Every government comes to power promising 
change. Every administration pledges reforms. 
Yet the same patterns continue. The culture of pa-
tronage remains intact. Merit suffers at the hands 
of connections. Public resources are wasted while 
development projects become avenues for political 
point-scoring rather than public welfare.
The victims of this failed system are not the pow-
erful. They are the ordinary citizens. They are the 
farmers, laborers, teachers, shopkeepers, and, 
most tragically, innocent children sitting in unsafe 
classrooms. The Peshawar school tragedy should 
therefore not be viewed merely as a structural 
failure resulting in the collapse of a building. 

It represents the collapse of priorities. A roof 
fell because responsibility had already collapsed 
long before the concrete gave way.
These children were not statistics. They were dreams 
waiting to be realized. Among them could have been 
future doctors, engineers, scientists, teachers, diplo-
mats, and leaders. Their deaths are not just a loss 
for their families; they are a loss for Pakistan’s fu-
ture. A nation that cannot protect its children can-
not claim to be progressing. Economic indicators, 
political speeches, and development slogans lose 
their meaning when schoolchildren are unsafe in 
the very institutions meant to nurture them.
Pakistan does not suffer from a shortage of talent 
or resources. What it lacks is the collective politi-
cal will to place public welfare above personal and 
partisan interests. As the old saying goes, where 
there is a will, there is a way. The challenge before 
the nation is not finding the way; it is finding the 
will. The rubble in Peshawar should not only bury 
the innocent victims. It should bury complacency, 
indifference, and the politics of neglect. If this trag-
edy fails to inspire serious reform, then more build-
ings may collapse in the future, but what will truly 
crumble is the public’s faith in the state itself. The 
children of Peshawar deserved better. Pakistan’s 
future deserved better. And the nation must now 
ask whether its leaders are prepared to do better !!

Joint sitting of 
Parliament endorses 

governor’s rule

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: A joint sitting of the Par-
liament on Thursday gave its approval of 
the Centre’s imposition of emergency and 
governor’s rule in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
amid a strong protest from the opposi-
tion. The joint session of the Parliament 
had been summoned to discuss separate 
resolutions on the imposition of emer-
gency and governor’s rule in KP, where 
the opposition’s PTI was in power.
During the session, which was addressed 
by both members of the treasury and op-
position benches, the government justi-
fied its decision while the PTI lambasted 
the Centre and the allegations levelled 
against the party. The Centre took the 
measures on Oct 11, citing the provin-
cial government’s “deliberate disengage-
ment” from the fight against terrorism. 
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif shakes hand with Allama Nasir Abbas, Opposition 
leader in the Senate, while the Opposition leaver Mahmood Khan Achakzai look on. – DNA
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At least 34 
children die in
roof collapse

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: At least 34 schoolchildren and one teacher 
were killed on Thursday morning when the roof of a school 
collapsed during morning classes in Peshawar, police and 
rescue officials said, prompting widespread grief across the 
country. Rescue workers spent hours pulling children from 
the rubble of the privately run education centre, which is 
located in a residential area, while panicked parents and rel-
atives gathered outside the building seeking news of their 
loved ones. Most of the students killed were under 13. At 
least 45 people suffered major and minor injuries, said Arif 
Khattak, regional director of the Rescue Department.
A higher-floor roof collapsed onto students in classrooms 
below, crumpling two storeys of the building, a rescue of-
ficial said. The administration of Lady Reading Hospital 
(LRH), which initially reported four deaths, later said that 
33 bodies were brought to the hospital. Two bodies were 
shifted to Naseerullah Khan Babar Memorial Hospital in 
the provincial capital, it added. Among the victims were 
also 12 girls, according to the LRH administration. The 
body of a female teacher was also brought to the hospital 
following the incident, the LRH administration said.
Peshawar deputy commissioner said that all people 
trapped beneath the debris have been rescued.
The incident took place at 8:48am local time (0348 GMT) 
and the rescue operation lasted for four to five hours, Khat-
tak said. Resident Sher Ahmed said he blamed “substand-
ard construction materials” for the tragedy, and called for 
a probe. “With profound grief and sorrow, I urge the au-
thorities to conduct a thorough investigation and take strict 

action against anyone found responsible so that such trag-
edies can be prevented in the future,” he said. Distraught 
relatives accused the school of ignoring concerns about the 
building’s condition and demanded accountability.
“Make an example of them, a lesson for all, so that no one 
dares open a school just to make money without providing 
facilities,” said Mohammad Zaman, who lost two nephews 
in the collapse. Talking to the media, school owner Khan 
Muhammad said several days of rainfall were the rea-
son behind the incident, adding that the school was 
built around one and a half years ago.  Muhammad 
said he had visited the affected classroom himself in 
the morning before the incident occurred. The own-
er said he called all teachers and began evacuating 
children after the incident. He added that around 30 
children were present in the affected classroom.
According to the school owner, 350 students were enrolled 
at the school. SSP Operations said that the school roof col-
lapsed while between 110 and 115 children were present in-
side the building, causing deaths after the structure failed 
to bear their weight. “The roof is weak, and no one is being 
allowed inside,” he said, while providing details about the 
construction and circumstances of the collapse. According 
to the SSP Operations, T-iron beams and planks had been 
used in the roof’s construction. He said the structure could 
not withstand the weight and collapsed, trapping children 
beneath the debris. A police investigation officer said that 
substandard materials had been used in the school build-
ing, adding that the school owner had been arrested over 
the alleged use of substandard construction materials. KP 
Governor Faisal Karim Kundi expressed sorrow over the 
incident and sought a report from the relevant authorities.

Rescue officials say several children still 
trapped under rubble after roof collapse

France deploys 
military means 
in Saudi Arabia

News Desk

F rance is starting 
to put into action op-

erational elements of an 
agreement to help protect 
Saudi Arabian oil facilities, 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Pascal Confavreux 
said on Thursday. He de-
clined to elaborate on what 
the means were that were 
sent to Saudi Arabia.
French President Emmanuel 
Macron said last month that 
France would send troops 
and defence systems to Sau-
di Arabia to help protect the 
Red Sea port city of Yanbu, 
which is key for energy trans-
port. Meanwhile, A Saudi 
foreign ministry official on 
Thursday accused Iran of 
encouraging the Houthis 
in the latest escalation of 
their fight with the kingdom, 
adding that it continues to 
arm and train the group. 

Continued on Page 06

Imaan, Hadi 
to face trial

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: An anti-ter-
rorism court on Thursday 
directed the counsels and 
witnesses in a case against 
incarcerated rights activist 
and lawyer Imaan Zainab 
Mazari-Hazir and her hus-
band, Hadi Ali Chattha, to 
appear at the Adiala jail 
for the next hearing after 
police suggested a jail trial 
citing limitations in trans-
porting the accused to the 
court. The court also direct-
ed the Adiala jail superin-
tendent to arrange a meet-
ing between Imaan and her 
counsel in accordance with 
the Pakistan Prison Rules, 
1978, after the defence 
submitted an affidavit de-
tailing alleged difficulties 
faced at a previous meeting.

Continued on Page 06

Peshawar tragedy

TTAP says ‘no talks’ 
with govt until meeting 
with Khan is arranged

The announcement was made at a leadership 
meeting held at Achakzai’s residence, where the 
political situation arising from the imposition of 

governor’s rule and an emergency in KP, as well as 
the situation in the province, was reviewed in detail

Post-emergency scenario

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The Tehreek-i-Tahaffuz Ay-
een-i-Pakistan (TTAP) on Thursday an-
nounced that it was suspending all negotia-
tions with the government, saying there would 
be “no talks” until a meeting with PTI founder 
Imran Khan was arranged and information 
about his health was provided. The alliance, 
in a statement, said all negotiating authority 
would rest solely with its chairman, Mehmood 
Khan Achakzai. The announcement was made 
at a leadership meeting held at Achakzai’s 
residence, where the political situation arising 
from the imposition of governor’s rule and 

Continued on Page 06

Hammad Azhar 
remand extended

News Desk
LAHORE: An anti-terrorism court 
(ATC) on Thursday extended the phys-
ical remand of PTI leader Hammad 
Azhar by 12 days in the Jinnah House 
attack case related to the May 9 riots. 
Sarwar Road police had booked sever-
al PTI leaders and workers on charges 
of attacking and vandalising Jinnah 
House during the protests against the 

Continued on Page 06

‘Governor’s 
rule, emergency 
tantamount to 
martial law’

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Senate Opposition Lead-
er Allama Raja Nasir Abbas has likened 
the imposition of emergency and gov-
ernor’s rule in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
to martial law, alleging that the Centre 
has taken the wrong path. Speaking to 
the media outside Parliament along-
side Opposition Leader in the National 
Assembly Mahmood Khan Achakzai 
and others, Abbas criticised the federal 

Continued on Page 06

Ireland leader 
sentenced on 
abuse charges
LONDON: Jeffrey Donald-
son, the former leader of 
Northern Ireland’s largest 
unionist party, was sen-
tenced on Thursday to 15 
years in prison for the rape 
and sex abuse of two girls 
decades ago. The judge said 
that Donaldson, 63, had ex-
pressed no “regret, apology 
or shame” for crimes that 
had blighted the victims’ 
lives. Donaldson was one 
of Northern Ireland’s best-
known politicians until his 
arrest stunned his political 
colleagues and wider society 
two years ago. He was con-
victed in June of one count 
of rape, four counts of gross 
indecency and 13 indecent 
assault charges involving 
two girls between 1985 and 
2008. He had denied the 
charges. Donaldson led the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
the biggest party in favor of 
keeping Northern Ireland in 
the United Kingdom, from 
2021 until 2024. – APP

Heavy rain 
shuts down 

Istanbul
News Desk

ISTANBUL: A heavy down-
pour has shut down Istan-
bul, flooded homes and 
roads and killed at least 
three people, officials said 
Thursday, as rescuers 
worked overnight to save 
hundreds of people strand-
ed at their workplaces. The 
downpour Wednesday night 
flooded homes and busi-
nesses and inundated roads 
and underpasses, stranding 
vehicles and causing traffic 
chaos in Turkiye’s largest 
city. The Istanbul governor’s 
office on Thursday reported 
three deaths in the city and 
said four other people were 
reported missing. A 14-year-
old was electrocuted after 
stepping in a puddle at a 
park in the Fatih district, 
and a 34-year-old slipped 
on a sidewalk in the Sariyer 
district and hit their head, 
local media reports said. 
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Millions can be thrown 
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development chief
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envoy to Russia
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Aurangzeb takes 
up climate issue 
with stakeholders
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US blockade aims to 
spark protests: Iran
A summit between the European 

Union and Gulf countries in Riyadh 
has been postponed, Brussels 
has said, as Saudi Arabia faces 

sustained attacks from Yemen’s 
Houthis, media reports

News Desk

TEHRAN: Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian says that the country is facing 
its most intense blockade since the 1979 
Islamic Revolution, accusing the United 
States of seeking to provoke public pro-
tests, media reports. “Over the 48 years 
since the Revolution, we have never faced 
such an intense blockade, war and difficul-

ties as we are facing now,” Pezeshkian said 
in a speech broadcast by state television.
He accused Washington of seeking to make 
life difficult for Iranians in order to fuel 
public anger and trigger unrest.
Pezeshkian said the US was focusing its 
efforts on making “the people become up-
set and face difficulties, and then for social 
protests to emerge so that they can achieve 
their sinister objectives”.  A summit between 
the European Union and Gulf countries in 
Riyadh has been postponed, Brussels has 
said, as Saudi Arabia faces sustained attacks 
from Yemen’s Houthis, media reports. “The 
second Summit between the European 
Union and the Gulf Cooperation Council, 

Continued on Page 06
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Use modern media to 
counter propaganda 

against KP: Governor

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Foreign Affairs, ASIM IFTIKHAR AHMAD called on Chairman Senate, 
Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani at Parliament House.

PESHAWAR : Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi on 
Thursday chaired a meeting at the 
Governor House to review the perfor-
mance of the provincial Information 
and Public Relations Department and 
directed officials to strengthen pub-
lic communication through modern 
and digital media platforms.
The meeting was attended by Ad-
viser to Governor on Information 
and Public Relations Samar Haroon 
Bilour, Secretary Information Dr 
Muhammad Bakhtiar Khan, Direc-
tor General Information Ansarullah 
Khilji and other senior officials.
Secretary Information Dr Muham-
mad Bakhtiar Khan briefed the Gov-
ernor on the department’s adminis-
trative structure, human resources, 
overall performance and the work-
ing of its various wings. The briefing 
also covered the Public Relations, 
Communication, Press Registrar, 
FM Radio and Digital Directorate 
sections. Speaking on the occasion, 
Governor Kundi said the Informa-
tion Department should play a key 
role in projecting a positive image of 
the province and effectively commu-
nicating government initiatives, pol-

icies and public welfare programmes 
to the people.
He said the public-interest meas-
ures and development priorities of 
the Advisory Council should also 
be disseminated effectively through 
the department’s communication 
network. The Governor further di-
rected the department to make full 
use of modern media and digital 
platforms to counter propaganda 
against the province and promote a 
positive narrative. Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi on 
Thursday attended the collective fu-
neral prayer of 33 children and a fe-
male teacher who lost their lives in 
the Dir Colony school roof collapse 
incident and later visited the site 
of the tragedy, vowing strict action 
against those found responsible.
Talking to media during his visit, 
the Governor expressed deep sor-
row and grief over the tragic inci-
dent, saying that every citizen was 
saddened by the loss of precious 
human lives. He termed the deaths 
of innocent children and the teacher 
an irreparable loss and assured that 
no compromise would be made on a 
transparent investigation.

Governor Kundi said an investiga-
tion team had been constituted to 
probe the incident and determine 
the facts. “Those found responsible 
will be dealt with according to the 
law,” he added.
He said the first priority would be to 
ascertain who issued the No Objec-
tion Certificate (NoC) to the school. 
“No compromise will be made over 
this unfortunate incident,” he main-
tained.
The Governor announced finan-
cial assistance of Rs1 million each 
for the families of those who lost 
their lives in the accident, while 
Rs200,000 each would be provided 
to the injured.
Earlier, the collective funeral prayer 
was attended by Governor Faisal Ka-
rim Kundi, Chairman Red Crescent 
Farzand Wazir, Arbab Zarak Khan, 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
leader Malik Tariq Awan, police of-
ficers, families of victims and a large 
number of area residents.
Governor Kundi reiterated that the 
investigation would be conducted in 
a transparent manner and responsi-
bility would be fixed to prevent such 
incidents in future.—APP

Dragon Boat 
Associations setup 

in Punjab, KP
PESHAWAR: Dragon Boat 
Associations have been es-
tablished in Punjab and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, marking a 
step towards organising and 
promoting the sport across 
Pakistan. Prominent political 
and social figure Ameer Ba-
hadur Khan Hoti will serve 
as president of the Punjab 
Dragon Boat Association 
(PDBA), while a notification 
has been issued confirm-
ing the election of former 
bureaucrat Javed Marwat 
as president of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Dragon Boat 
Association (KPDBA). At a 
meeting in Lahore, promi-
nent sports journalist Mu-
hammad Yousuf was elected 

secretary general of the 
Punjab association. Uzma 
Zaidi will serve as senior vice 
president and Naveed Akhtar 
Malik as treasurer.
At a separate meeting in Pe-
shawar, Javed Marwat, who 
previously held several sen-
ior administrative positions 
in the province, was unani-
mously elected president of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
association, while renowned 
sports organiser Naeem 
Gul was elected secretary 
general. Shamim Akhtar Ja-
doon will serve as senior vice 
president, Junaid Khan vice 
president and Bilal Aslam 
as treasurer. Newly elected 
Punjab association president 

Ameer Bahadur Khan Hoti 
said Pakistan’s first dragon 
boat festival and competi-
tions on the Kabul River 
had opened new avenues 
for the sport’s develop-
ment.He said the enthusi-
asm shown by participants 
and the sport’s promising 
prospects had highlighted 
the need to establish a Pa-
kistan Dragon Boat Federa-
tion to coordinate training, 
organise competitions and 
support athletes. Dragon 
boat associations would be 
established in all four prov-
inces and the federal capital, 
Islamabad, before the formal 
announcement of the nation-
al federation, he added. Newly 
elected Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
association president Javed 
Marwat said efforts would fo-
cus on introducing the sport 
at the provincial level and pro-
viding athletes with opportu-
nities to compete nationally 
and demonstrate their abili-
ties.—APP

Canada to provide 
climate smart 

technologies: Daniel 
DNA

 
FAISALABAD: Political, Economic and 
Commercial Counselor of Canadian High 
Commission Daniel Arsenault said that Pa-
kistan is facing commercialization challeng-
es of its indigenous research while Canada 
would provide climate smart technologies 
in addition to collaborating with Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) 
to promote Faisalabad into a vibrant Tex-
tile Circular City Addressing the business 
community at FCCI Complex, he said that 
untapped potential of bilateral trade vol-
ume must be exploited for the benefit of 
two countries. “Our objectives should be to 
identify ways to increase bilateral trade”, 
he said and added that Canadian foreign 
minister Anita Anand had discussed a wide 
range of issues with her Pakistani counter-
parts and she felt re-energized to further 
grow our economic relations.
About foreign investment promotion and 
protection agreement, he said that Canadian 
negotiators are scheduled to visit Pakistan 
next week for the third round of negotiations. 
“We look forward to a successful round of 
discussion”, he said and hoped that it would 
conclude the FIPA by 2027. About leveraging 
the Pakistani Diaspora in Canada, he said that 
they are regular travelers and could contrib-
ute to strengthen our relationship because 
they understand both countries and their 
culture. He stressed upon the FCCI to con-
sider more systematically with the Pakistani 
High Commissioner in Canada to enhance 
Pakistani exports. He agreed that there are 
significant opportunities in two-way agricul-
tural partnership. ‘’Faisalabad is one of the 

regions of Pakistan where we could learn 
a great deal from the dairy sector’’, he said 
and highlighted the importance of edible oil 
processing as well as processing of lentils 
and pulses. He said that Pakistan imports 
agricultural commodities, processes them, 
add value and themselves resulting products 
in domestic and international markets. “I be-
lieve this is a very positive example of eco-
nomic cooperation in demonstrating how 
our two countries are connecting through 
trade and value addition”, he added. Earli-
er, President FCCI Arif Ehsan Malik in his 
address of welcome introduced Faisalabad 
and FCCI. He said that FCCI aspires to 
work closely with your team to build strong-
er trade and investment links between 
Faisalabad and Canada. He mentioned the 
need to expand bilateral trade with meas-
urable  goals, connect Faisalabad directly 
with Canadian buyers, improve textile and 
apparel markets access, strengthen com-
pliance and responsible sourcing, develop 
two-way agriculture and food partnership, 
encourage Canadian investment in Faisal-
abad, support investment confidence, build 
a circular Faisalabad partnership with tech-
nical cooperation from Canada, connect 
skills, research and industry, mobilize the 
Pakistani-Canadian business community, 
facilitate genuine business travelers and 
a concrete follow up mechanism. Arif Eh-
san Malik particularly stressed the need to 
build a circular economy in Pakistan and 
requested that a team from Canada should 
visit a textile waste recycling facility and 
help connect us with Canadian technolo-
gy providers and potential financers for a 
defined pilot project in textile recycling 
or industrial waste water reuse._

Handwashing 
key to 

preventing 
infectious 
diseases

ISLAMABAD: Health ex-
perts have stressed the 
importance of regular hand-
washing with soap and clean 
water to prevent the spread 
of germs and reduce the risk 
of diarrhea and other infec-
tious diseases.
On the occasion of Glob-
al Handwashing Day, they 
urged the public to adopt 
proper hand hygiene practic-
es in daily life “Handwashing 
is one of the simplest, most 
affordable and effective ways 
to protect individuals and 
communities from prevent-
able illnesses,” Dr Naeem 
Baig, a medical practitioner 
said. He added that hands can 
carry harmful germs after us-
ing the toilet, handling waste, 
touching contaminated surfac-
es or coming into contact with 
raw food. 
He said without proper hand-
washing, these germs can 
enter the body through the 
mouth, nose and eyes or 
spread to other people and 
surfaces. General Physician, 
Dr Tahir Khawaja advised the 
public to wash hands thor-
oughly with soap and clean wa-
ter before preparing or eating 
food, after using the toilet.

CM Bugti chairs review 
meeting on provincial reforms
QUETTA: Balochistan Chief 
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, 
on Thursday chaired a re-
view meeting, continued for 
its second consecutive day, 
to evaluate provincial de-
partments’ performance and 
draft reform proposals.

During the meeting, Chief 
Secretary of Balochistan, 
Shakeel Qadir Khan, pro-
vided a detailed briefing on 
the performance, admin-
istrative affairs, and oper-
ational capacity of various 
departments. Several pro-

posals aimed at improving 
departmental functionality 
and restructuring were also 
deliberated upon.
The meeting included a com-
prehensive review of meas-
ures to enhance the perfor-
mance.

Metrolite
Friday,  October 16, 2026

IslamabadPOST

People 
welcome 

emergency, 
governor’s 
rule in KP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Religious Affairs 
Sardar Muhammad Yousaf 
said on Thursday that peo-
ple in different parts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had 
welcomed the imposition of 
emergency and governor’s 
rule by distributing sweets 
and observing it as a day of 
deliverance Speaking at a 
joint sitting of Parliament, 
he expressed concern over 
the law and order situation 
in the province and said the 
government’s primary re-
sponsibility was to protect 
the lives and property of cit-
izens. Yousaf said the pro-
vincial government should 
have supported operations 
against terrorism but had 
opposed them. The minis-
ter said the KP government 
had been in power for 13 
years but had failed to im-
prove health, education 
and road infrastructure. 
Referring to the road lead-
ing to the Lowari Tunnel in 
Chitral, he said it had fallen 
into disrepair despite be-
ing built during the tenure 
of former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif. Yousaf said 
the imposition of emergen-
cy and governor’s rule in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had 
become necessary under 
the prevailing circumstanc-
es. He stressed the need 
to prioritise law and order, 
public safety and develop-
ment in the province.—APP

ISSI seminar 
for issue-

based 
cooperation 

in South Asia
ISLAMABAD: Experts at 
an international seminar on 
Thursday called for strong-
er regional cooperation in 
South Asia, urging leaders 
to demonstrate statesman-
ship and focus on shared 
challenges, common inter-
ests and collective devel-
opment to promote lasting 
peace and prosperity.
The seminar, titled “Re-
imagining Regionalism in 
South Asia,” was organised 
by the India Study Centre 
(ISC) at the Institute of 
Strategic Studies Islamabad 
(ISSI), said a press release 
The speakers said that the 
world’s most populous and 
strategically significant 
region cannot remain dis-
integrated in the face of 
looming traditional and non-
traditional challenges and 
ever-increasing vulnerabili-
ties. The regional countries 
need to revive cooperation 
by adapting existing institu-
tional mechanisms with the 
present-day challenges and 
realities. They described 
the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) as the most viable 
platform for regional coop-
eration, despite its practi-
cal limitations. The more 
pragmatic approach for the 
South Asian countries was 
to separate political con-
testations from practical 
issues.—APP
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CDA chief reviews market 
up-gradation, parking issues 

The chairman was briefed on the progress of the projects and directed the relevant 
departments to accelerate work, improve coordination and complete the schemes 

within their stipulated timelines. improvements in the Diplomatic Enclave
ISLAMABAD: Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) Sohail Ashraf visited 
various ongoing development projects in Is-
lamabad, including the National Police Acad-
emy, Diplomatic Enclave, Kohsar Market and 
Jinnah Super Market, F-7 Markaz, to review 
the pace of work, assess the latest develop-
ments and evaluate measures for the beauti-
fication, upgradation and improvement of key 
areas of the federal capital. During the visit, 
the Chairman CDA reviewed progress on the 
upgradation of the National Police Academy, 
improvement initiatives in the Diplomatic En-
clave, and beautification and infrastructure 
enhancement works at Kohsar Market and 
Jinnah Super Market, F-7 Markaz. He was 
briefed in detail on the status of ongoing pro-
jects, progress achieved so far and measures 
being undertaken to improve infrastructure, 
enhance public spaces and provide better fa-
cilities to citizens and visitors.
Member Building, Director General Infra-
structure, Director General Works, Direc-
tor General E&M, Deputy Commissioner 
Islamabad, respective Additional Deputy 
Commissioners (ADCs) and Assistant Com-
missioners accompanied the Chairman CDA. 
The concerned officers briefed him on the 
progress of their respective projects, high-
lighting ongoing development activities and 
future implementation plans.
Chairman CDA Sohail Ashraf directed the rel-
evant formations to maintain close coordina-
tion, accelerate work where required and en-
sure the timely completion of all development 
projects while maintaining high standards of 
quality and workmanship.
On the directions of Federal Minister for In-
terior Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi and under the 
able and effective supervision of Chairman 
CDA Sohail Ashraf, CDA is committed to the 
development, beautification and uplifting of 
various areas and commercial markets across 
Islamabad. Particular attention is being given 
to improving roads, rehabilitating and upgrad-
ing footpaths, organizing parking areas and 
enhancing the overall infrastructure of mar-

kets to address traffic congestion and parking 
problems faced by citizens.
The ongoing initiatives aim to make com-
mercial areas more accessible, organized 
and pedestrian-friendly by improving road 
conditions, ensuring better utilization of 
available parking spaces and enhancing the 
overall urban environment. These measures 
are intended to facilitate shoppers, business 
owners and visitors while contributing to 
smoother traffic flow and greater public con-
venience. Citizens have appreciated CDA’s ef-
forts towards the development, beautification 
and uplifting of various markets in Islamabad. 

The improvement of roads, footpaths, parking 
facilities and other essential infrastructure is 
aimed at creating a cleaner, more attractive 
and better-managed commercial environ-
ment. CDA is committed to continuing these 
initiatives to address public concerns and im-
prove the overall experience of citizens vis-
iting the capital’s markets. The visit also re-
flects CDA’s continued focus on upgrading 
important institutional facilities, improving 
the infrastructure of the Diplomatic En-
clave and enhancing the overall appearance 
of Islamabad. The Authority is working to 
ensure that development initiatives are im-

plemented efficiently, with a focus on qual-
ity, sustainability and public convenience. 
Under the directions of Federal Minister 
for Interior Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi and 
the supervision of Chairman CDA Sohail 
Ashraf, the Authority remains committed 
to completing all ongoing projects within 
their stipulated timelines while ensuring 
high standards of quality and adherence to 
approved specifications. CDA will continue 
to monitor progress closely and undertake 
necessary measures to make Islamabad a 
more developed, beautiful, organized and 
citizen-friendly capital.—DNA
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Innovation 
to enhance 

furniture, 
gemstone 

export stressed
PESHAWAR: President 
Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (SCCI) 
Malik Imran Ishaq stressed 
applying modern methods 
to bring diversification, in-
novation and advancement 
as well as use of modern 
methods to enhance the 
demand and export of the 
furniture, gemstone and 
other potential manufactur-
ing products of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa in the Interna-
tional market. SCCI chief 
stated furniture is the po-
tential sector of KP, which 
can play a major role in 
improving Pakistan’s ex-
port, but government rel-
evant authorities’ and 
stakeholders patronage 
are highly crucial in 
this regard. President, 
Malik Imran Ishaq was 
exchanging views during 
a meeting with various 
delegations of business-
men attached with fur-
niture, gemstone and 
other sectors here on 
Thursday. On the occa-
sion, SCCI senior vice 
president Naeemur Re-
hman, former president 
Faiz Muhammad Faizi and 
member of the chamber’s 
executive committee Asim 
Shahzad and Secretary 
General Muqtasid Ahsan 
were also present.—APP

India taking 
advantage of the 
dip in Pakistan-

Afghanistan ties
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a 
roundtable discussion agreed 
that while India was not the 
sole cause of deteriorating 
relations between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, it was tak-
ing full advantage of the rift 
between the two countries 
to achieve its long-term stra-
tegic aims against Pakistan. 
The roundtable, titled “India 
as a Factor in Deteriorating 
Pakistan-Afghanistan Rela-
tions,” was organized by the 
Institute of Regional Studies 
(IRS), Islamabad. Referring 
to longstanding historical 
and cultural affinities, as 
well as Pakistan’s hosting 
of a large population of Af-
ghan refugees for over four 
decades, Pakistan’s former 
Ambassador to the US, Am-
bassador Ashraf Jehangir 

Qazi, urged Islamabad to 
revive friendly relations with 
Afghanistan. He called on 
the Government of Pakistan 
to distinguish between pol-
icies affecting the Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan and 
those affecting its people. 
While acknowledging the 
rationale behind kinetic op-
erations inside Afghanistan, 
Ambassador Qazi urged Pa-
kistani decision-makers to 
recognize their limitations. 
He also concurred that India 
was taking full advantage of 
the deteriorating relations 
between Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan. Pakistan’s former 
Foreign Secretary and Chair-
man of the Sanober Institute, 
Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad 
Chaudhry, maintained that 
India had failed to achieve 
its objectives of defeating 
Pakistan militarily or isolat-
ing it diplomatically and had 

therefore resorted to waging 
a proxy war against Pakistan 
through Afghanistan. Ambas-
sador Chaudhry noted that 
the relevant committees of 
the UN Security Council had 
documented the presence 
of 20 terrorist groups on Af-
ghan soil. He added that al-
though there were reports of 
al-Qaeda providing training 
to TTP militants in Afghan-
istan, it remained challeng-
ing for Pakistan to generate 
international support for 
combating the global threat 
of terrorism emanating from 
Afghanistan. The primary 
reason, he argued, was the 
prevailing international polit-
ical environment, character-
ized by uncertainty and cri-
sis. Ambassador Chaudhry 
called for reviving and re-
invigorating people-to-peo-
ple interactions between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
and adopting regional and 
multilateral approaches to 
addressing the presence of 
terrorist groups on Afghan 
soil. Chairman of the PICSS, 
Maj. Gen. Muhammad Saad 
Khattak, was of the view that 
India was treating the dete-
riorating relations between 
Pakistan and the Taliban re-
gime in Afghanistan as an op-
portunity to use Afghan soil 
against Pakistan. 

APT moot 
on digital 

transformation, 
USF concludes 

ISLAMABAD: The Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) Sym-
posium on Digital Transformation and Universal Service 
Funds (USFs) concluded on Thursday, marking a significant 
milestone in regional telecommunications policy and mul-
ti-stakeholder collaboration Co-hosted by the Ministry of 
Information Technology and Telecommunication (MoITT) 
and Universal Service Fund (USF) Pakistan, the three-day 
international forum brought together senior policymakers, 
regulators and telecommunications industry leaders from 
across the Asia-Pacific region. The symposium provided a 
platform to review regional digital progress in light of the 
Tokyo Statement 2025 and develop a collective roadmap 
for transitioning USFs from traditional voice and basic cov-
erage models towards agile, outcome-oriented frameworks 
that support high-speed fibre connectivity, gigabit broad-
band and resilient digital ecosystems. On the final day, APT 
Secretary-General Masanori Kondo described the symposi-
um as a platform for practical exchanges, partnerships and 
advancing commitments under the Tokyo Statement 2025. 
He formally announced the successful conclusion of the 
event and expressed gratitude to MoITT and USF Paki-
stan for organising the symposium, providing exception-
al hospitality and introducing international delegates to 
Pakistani cuisine. During the three-day event, speakers 
and experts participated in 10 sessions addressing key 
regional priorities. Delegates discussed strategies to 
harness emerging technologies, bridge persistent digi-
tal divides and promote equitable digital transformation 
across member states.—APP
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Oct 01/Cyprus
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National Day

Oct 03/Germany
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Oct 03/Republic of 
Korea
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Oct 27/Turkmeni-
stan

Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech  
Republic

National Day

Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day

ECP moves 
to schedule 

Punjab, 
cantonment 

local polls
ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) on Thursday decided 
to proceed with local govern-
ment elections in Punjab and 
cantonment areas, directing 
its offices to immediately 
submit draft election pro-
grammes for approval, after 
expressing dissatisfaction 
with the Punjab govern-
ment’s proposed delay and 
noting the failure to receive 
the required formal request 
for cantonment polls The de-
cisions were taken at a meet-
ing chaired by Chief Election 
Commissioner Sikandar 
Sultan Raja and attended by 
ECP members Nisar Ahmed 
Durrani, Babar Hassan Bhar-
wana and Justice (retired) 
Ikramullah Khan, along with 
the Election Commission sec-
retary and senior officials. The 
commission reviewed the Pun-
jab government’s response, 
received on October 14, to its 
October 2 letter and draft elec-
tion programme.—APP

Political 
parties urged 

to resolve 
differences 

thru dialogue
ISLAMABAD: Former 
prime minister Raja Per-
vaiz Ashraf on Thursday 
urged political parties to 
promote dialogue and adopt 
a constructive approach to 
political differences, saying 
confrontational politics had 
caused losses to the coun-
try, its political system and 
democracy Speaking during 
a parliamentary debate on 
the imposition of gover-
nor’s rule and emergency, 
he said such measures were 
constitutional matters, but 
democratic forces gener-
ally tried to avoid them. 
However, circumstances 
sometimes forced govern-
ments to take difficult deci-
sions. Recalling his tenure 
as prime minister, he said 
governor’s rule had been 
imposed in Balochistan de-
spite the provincial govern-
ment being led by a chief 
minister from his own par-
ty. He said the issue should 
also be viewed in the con-
text of political attitudes 
and the failure to resolve 
differences through negoti-
ations.—APP
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Global coalition 
needed to respond 
to Houthi attacks

Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib

W HAT is important to understand about the recent Houthi at-
tacks on Saudi Arabia is that this is not merely a conflict be-

tween the Kingdom and some renegade group in a neighboring coun-
try. It is a conflict that affects navigation in the Red Sea and thus 
worldwide trade. That is why the world should be concerned about 
the Houthi attacks just as much as Saudi Arabia.
The Houthis claim their attacks are against the Kingdom only and 
they will not disrupt navigation in the Red Sea. They claim that ships, 
including American and Israeli ones, can pass — only Saudi vessels 
will be targeted. They said this in an effort to pacify the internation-
al community. However, the world should be smarter than this and 
understand that if the Houthis control the Yemeni west coast and the 
Red Sea, they will impose their own rules on everyone.
Unfortunately, several actors do not see the big picture and have 
been looking at this conflict from a narrow angle. Iran sees in this 
destabilization the chance for new leverage, both with the US and 
with neighboring countries. It wants to see maximum damage inflict-
ed on Saudi Arabia and then act as a mediator between the Kingdom 
and the Houthis. Through this mediation, it will seek to impose its 
terms on Riyadh. Unfortunately, several actors do not see the big 
picture and have been looking at this conflict from a narrow angle
However, it will not work that way. This “pushing the limits” policy 
could turn against Iran. The Iranians have to remember that Trump 
made an offer to Saudi Arabia in July. He said the US would expand 
its defense cooperation with Riyadh if the latter joined the Abraham 
Accords and recognized Israel. Does Iran really want to test Riyadh’s 
patience? The US is hoping the conflict with the Houthis will pres-
sure Saudi Arabia to join the Abraham Accords. It was reported last 
month that US officials met with the Houthis in Oman and decided 
not to back the offensive against the group after the militants offered 
assurances over the safety of Red Sea shipping.
Israel has an indirect interest in seeing Saudi Arabia target-

ed by the Houthis. It wants this conf lict to spiral as it is a 
test of the Makkah defense pact with Pakistan and Turkiye. 
It hopes that the pact fails. Israel is against any regional 
cooperation as it does not want the Middle East to unite and 
have substantial bargaining power against it.
But the international community should understand the seriousness 
of what is happening and how it can affect the worldwide economy. 
Trump is starting to grasp the situation. He has said the Houthis are 
“behaving very badly” and they are, at the behest of Iran, trying to 
drive up the price of oil ahead of the US midterm elections.
As much as the Houthi militia is important to Iran as a proxy, it is not 
as important as its relationship with China
The world created a coalition to fight Daesh because it was not 
only a threat to Iraq — its terrorist activities and radical doctrine 
were a threat to the world. The world also united to fight the threat 
of pirates off the coast of Somalia. The piracy concerned the en-
tire world because all nations have a vested interest in freedom of 
navigation in the Red Sea. Similarly, the international community 
should create a coalition against the Houthis. Some might say that 
the military option will not work — that Yemen contains difficult 
terrain and that only diplomacy can end the conflict and bring 
peace and stability to Yemen. This is true. However, those who ad-
vocate a diplomatic solution need to understand that unless some 
real consequences are imposed on the Houthis and Iran, they will 
not sit at the negotiating table or become part of the Yemeni state.
The coalition should not only be a military one but also a political 
one. Unlike Daesh, when the target was to eliminate the group, with 
the Houthis the aim is to bring them to the negotiating table. The 
coalition should apply political pressure on Iran to stop it supporting 
the Houthis. It is very important to have China and Russia on board 
as they have immense leverage over Tehran.
Once Iran sees there is a coalition that is patrolling the Red Sea and 
making sure the Houthis get no munitions, it will rethink its support 
for the group. Also, as much as the Houthi militia is important to Iran 
as a proxy, it is not as important as its relationship with China.
The world should wake up. The Houthis are not only targeting Sau-
di Arabia, they are targeting freedom of navigation in the Red Sea, 
which is of concern to everyone. The world cannot sit idle while a 
small group of fanatics disrupts world trade. This problem has to be 
solved once and for all and it cannot be solved unless the Houthis are 
contained and forced to be part of the legitimate state. The world 
should act now and put together a coalition to fight the Houthis.
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India’s Democratic Contradictions

A tale of two British party conferences

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

Yossi Mekelberg

I NDIA’S claim to democratic greatness rests on 
its vast electorate, constitutional framework 
and extraordinary diversity. Yet democracy is 

measured not merely by the frequency of elections 
or the size of the population, but by the protection 
of fundamental freedoms, the independence of in-
stitutions and the equal treatment of citizens. By 
these standards, India faces serious questions that 
economic growth and international influence cannot 
indefinitely conceal. Under the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), Indian politics has increasingly been shaped 
by Hindutva, an ideology that places Hindu identity at 
the centre of national consciousness. The issue is not 
the religious beliefs of India’s Hindu majority, but the 
political use of religion to define national belonging. 
When one faith appears more closely associated with 
patriotism than others, equal citizenship becomes 
vulnerable. A republic founded on diversity cannot 
sustain its unity by allowing religious identity to de-
termine who belongs more fully to the nation.
India’s constitutional commitment to secularism 
has consequently come under strain. The Citizen-
ship Amendment Act, demolitions of Muslim-owned 
properties under the controversial practice known 
as “bulldozer justice”, and recurring communal vio-
lence have raised concerns about the impartial ap-
plication of the law. The violence in Manipur, which 
caused deaths, displacement and the destruction of 
places of worship, exposed the consequences of 
deepening ethnic and religious divisions. Inflamma-
tory rhetoric against minorities has added to fears 
that intolerance is becoming an accepted feature of 
political discourse. When the state fails to protect 
vulnerable communities impartially, its constitu-
tional promises lose credibility.
Indian-administered Jammu and Kashmir presents an-
other test of democratic accountability. The abroga-
tion of Article 370 in August 2019 altered the region’s 
constitutional status and was followed by extensive 
security restrictions and a communications blackout. 
New Delhi defended its decision in the name of inte-
gration, security and development. Yet administrative 
control cannot, by itself, resolve political grievances. 
Durable stability requires civil liberties, representa-
tive government and opportunities for peaceful ex-
pression. Restrictions on dissent risk deepening the 
alienation they are intended to overcome.
Questions about electoral integrity and institutional 
independence have further complicated India’s demo-

cratic image. Disputes concerning voter registration, 
electoral administration and the treatment of oppo-
sition parties demand impartial scrutiny. Allegations 
of irregularities must be investigated through trans-
parent procedures rather than dismissed or accepted 
along partisan lines. Electoral victory confers the au-
thority to govern, not immunity from accountability. 
A democracy demonstrates its strength by ensuring 
fair competition, protecting peaceful opposition and 
allowing independent institutions to examine the 
conduct of those in power. International assessments 
reflect these concerns. V-Dem has classified India 
as an electoral autocracy, while Freedom House has 
raised questions about political rights and civil liber-
ties. Such evaluations are open to methodological de-
bate, but the issues underlying them deserve serious 
consideration. Regular elections cannot compensate 
for restrictions on expression, weakened institutional 
independence or an environment in which opposition 
parties struggle to operate freely.
Economic progress presents a similarly compli-
cated picture. India has advanced considerably 
in technology, infrastructure, manufacturing 
and digital services, strengthening its position 
in the global economy. Yet growth alone does 
not guarantee shared prosperity. Youth unem-
ployment, economic insecurity and unequal op-
portunities continue to challenge the promise 
of development. Concerns about concentrated 
wealth and the inf luence of powerful business 
interests also raise questions about the relation-
ship between political authority and private cap-
ital. A rising national economy may command 
international admiration while leaving substan-
tial sections of its population dissatisfied.
India’s international standing has also been tested 
by allegations concerning operations against Sikh 
activists abroad. Investigations in Canada and the 
United States into alleged Indian-linked plots have 
raised serious questions about transnational re-
pression and respect for foreign sovereignty. Such 
allegations must be resolved through credible evi-
dence and due process. If established, the conduct 
involved would represent a grave breach of interna-
tional norms. No state can convincingly defend its 
own sovereignty while disregarding that of others.
India’s foreign policy reveals another tension be-
tween strategic autonomy and the consistent applica-
tion of international principles. New Delhi maintains 

close relations with the United States, purchases ad-
vanced weapons from France and Israel, and contin-
ues to depend substantially on Russia for energy and 
military equipment. Its Russian oil purchases and 
abstentions on several United Nations resolutions 
concerning Ukraine reflect its determination to pre-
serve strategic flexibility. These choices are not in-
herently illegitimate; sovereign states have the right 
to pursue their national interests. The question is 
whether international law and democratic principles 
remain guiding commitments or are applied selec-
tively when strategic convenience demands it.
The Palestinian question presents a similar chal-
lenge. India has historically supported Palestin-
ian statehood and a two-state settlement, yet its 
expanding cooperation with Israel has continued 
amid the immense suffering of civilians in Gaza. 
Strategic partnerships cannot absolve govern-
ments of their responsibilities under international 
humanitarian law. A credible foreign policy must 
reconcile national interests with the protection of 
civilians and the principles a country publicly en-
dorses. India’s ambition to become a leading global 
power is neither unreasonable nor unwarranted. 
Its economic potential, technological capabilities 
and strategic position ensure that it will remain 
influential. But influence is not synonymous with 
moral authority, and geopolitical importance must 
not shield any government from scrutiny. Equally, 
criticism of official policies should never become 
hostility towards the Indian people.
India’s central challenge is to reconcile majoritari-
an politics with the requirements of a plural society. 
Religious nationalism may generate electoral sup-
port, but it cannot replace constitutional restraint, 
social cohesion or economic opportunity. Strategic 
flexibility may protect immediate interests, but in-
ternational credibility depends upon consistency 
and respect for the sovereignty of others. Ultimate-
ly, India’s democratic future will be judged not sim-
ply by electoral victories, economic achievements 
or military strength, but by whether its institutions 
protect the vulnerable, its minorities enjoy equal 
citizenship and its government remains account-
able to the law. For a country aspiring to global 
leadership, the decisive test is not how confidently 
it proclaims its greatness, but how faithfully it hon-
ours the constitutional promises and international 
obligations on which that greatness must rest.

O VER the past two weeks, I have had the privilege of 
attending both the Labour Party and Conservative 
Party conferences in Liverpool and Birmingham, 

respectively, and speaking at fringe events on the broader 
geopolitical situation in the Middle East. What I encoun-
tered at both conferences stood in stark contrast to the 
political mood a year ago. Both parties appeared more 
united behind their leaders and the direction in which they 
want to take their parties and the country. This renewed 
sense of unity can be attributed, at least in part, to Reform 
UK’s emergence as a genuine contender for power at the 
next general election. Its rise has forced both established 
parties to reassess their positions. In Labour’s case, a lead-
ership change has brought a more transformative figure to 
the fore. Meanwhile, among the Conservatives, a leader 
who endured a prolonged shaky start appears to be finding 
her direction and confidence. Nothing unites people and 
focuses the mind quite like a common enemy. For both par-
ties, containing Reform’s surge in the polls has become an 
overriding priority, especially after significant losses to the 
right-wing populist party in the May local elections.
For both parties, containing Reform’s surge in the polls 
has become an overriding priority Yet it was at Labour’s 
annual conference that delegates seemed most energized, 
embracing Andy Burnham as their new leader and rally-
ing behind his agenda. There was a palpable sense of re-
newed momentum, much of it attributable to Burnham’s 
personality and political style, which differ markedly from 
those of his predecessor. Following Labour’s landslide vic-
tory over the Conservatives in the 2024 general election, 
which brought Keir Starmer into Downing Street and left 
the Conservatives under Kemi Badenoch’s leadership, 
few would have predicted that Starmer’s position would 
become so precarious within two years. Nor would many 
have expected Reform and Nigel Farage to emerge as such 
serious challengers to the established political order.
It remains difficult to determine whether Reform’s rise 
in the polls reflects voters’ dissatisfaction with the es-
tablished parties or a genuine belief that Farage and his 
party are credible contenders to lead the country. For 
now, however, some of the novelty surrounding Reform 
appears to be wearing off as scrutiny of the finances 
of both the party and its leadership intensifies. La-
bour, meanwhile, is benefiting from the familiar polling 
bounce that often follows a new leader’s election.
For the Conservatives, who remain in third place behind 
Reform but are beginning to close the gap, the challenge 

has been twofold. The threat from the right has forced the 
party to reconsider its position. At the same time, Labour’s 
shift toward a clearer, left-leaning social democratic agen-
da has given the Conservatives an opportunity to more 
sharply define the ideological boundaries between the two 
parties. Not long ago, Badenoch’s position as party leader 
appeared only a little more secure than Starmer’s. Yet she 
now seems to be asserting her authority. Her insistence 
that she will not contemplate any form of alliance with Re-
form, however loose, appears to be paying dividends, both 
within the party and among the wider public.
Badenoch may not possess Burnham’s ability to connect 
with audiences on a personal level but she appears to have 
steadied the ship In the 21st century, we may have become 
accustomed to the idea that political leadership can be exer-
cised remotely, with leaders communicating through screens 
and digital platforms. Yet this year’s party conferences of-
fered a reminder that grassroots activists still value direct, 
face-to-face engagement with their representatives, without 
technology or other intermediaries. They want their leaders 
to offer direction, hope and a sense of purpose, and to do it 
in person. Contrary to conventional wisdom, they also value 
leaders who are willing to express emotion and acknowledge 
their fears. Above all, they want leaders to respect them by 
presenting policies that address the issues that matter most 
to them, rather than relying on hyperbole.
Burnham is a naturally engaging speaker. In his first con-
ference speech as leader, he was unafraid to combine a 
radical political agenda with deeply personal reflections, 
striking a balance that may prove harder for a prime minis-
ter who has yet to receive a personal mandate from voters 
at the ballot box. Just weeks after the death of his father, 
who had contracted Alzheimer’s disease, Burnham spoke 
candidly about his loss. It takes courage to reveal such vul-
nerability in public, allowing the nation to witness the grief 
of someone who has lost a loved one without concealing his 
emotions. He also effectively used his personal experience 
to highlight the need for a universal care system that is 
accessible and affordable to everyone who needs it.
The connection he drew between his journey from a work-
ing-class background and the prospect of reaching 10 Down-
ing Street, on the one hand, and his vision of a different kind 
of Britain, on the other, was particularly powerful. His radi-
cal agenda, grounded in social democratic principles, came 
across as an honest assessment of what the country needs 
rather than an exercise in political utopianism, even to many 
of his political opponents. Burnham’s willingness to bring 

Europe back into the public debate and advocate closer rela-
tions with Britain’s immediate neighbors was another nota-
ble feature of his approach. By leaving open the possibility 
of rejoining the EU as a full member, without presenting it 
as the only available option, he demonstrated a readiness to 
challenge the political consensus of recent years.
Equally striking was his declaration that it was time to 
move decisively beyond the Margaret Thatcher era. For 
years, many center-left politicians had been reluctant to 
break so definitively with Thatcherism. The enthusiastic 
response from conference delegates suggested many had 
been waiting for someone to articulate what they had long 
thought and wanted their leader to express clearly and 
forcefully. For Badenoch, the task was more difficult. This 
was not her first conference as party leader and only a year 
ago many Conservatives doubted she would still be in the 
job by the time this year’s conference came around. The 
defection of senior Conservative politicians to Reform, 
coupled with the party’s persistently weak polling position, 
had placed her leadership under intense scrutiny.
Badenoch may not possess Burnham’s ability to connect 
with audiences on a personal level but for now she appears 
to have steadied the ship by drawing on her strengths: a 
clearer agenda, a stronger sense of direction and a more 
confident presentation of her political convictions. She 
avoided some of the easy rhetorical points about migra-
tion and small boats that have become commonplace in 
right-wing British politics, projecting a more statesman-
like image. At the same time, she reinforced policies 
designed to appeal to socially and economically conserv-
ative voters, including those who stand to benefit from 
changes to inheritance tax and childcare policy. Where 
Badenoch most clearly distinguished herself and her 
party from Reform, however, was in rejecting its divisive 
brand of populism, particularly its questioning of the Brit-
ish identity of people from ethnic minority backgrounds. 
By drawing attention to her own background and her chil-
dren’s mixed-race heritage, she made a powerful case for 
a more inclusive understanding of Britishness. The party 
conference season is now over and the two major parties 
must return to the hard work of politics in Westminster 
and across the country. Yet one lesson stands out: trans-
formative leadership can rebuild public trust by restoring 
purpose and convincing people a better future is possible.

– Yossi Mekelberg is a professor of international 
relations and an associate fellow of the MENA 
Program at Chatham House. X: @YMekelberg

The Palestinian question 
presents a similar 

challenge. India has 
historically supported 

Palestinian statehood and a 
two-state settlement, yet its 
expanding cooperation with 
Israel has continued amid 
the immense suffering of 

civilians in Gaza. Strategic 
partnerships cannot 

absolve governments of 
their responsibilities under 
international humanitarian 

law. A credible foreign 
policy must reconcile 

national interests with the 
protection of civilians and 
the principles a country 

publicly endorses

The connection he drew 
between his journey from a 
working-class background 

and the prospect of reaching 
10 Downing Street, on 
the one hand, and his 

vision of a different kind of 
Britain, on the other, was 
particularly powerful. His 

radical agenda, grounded in 
social democratic principles, 

came across as an honest 
assessment of what the 

country needs rather than 
an exercise in political 

utopianism, even to many 
of his political opponents. 
Burnham’s willingness to 

bring Europe back into the 
public debate and advocate 

closer relations with Britain’s 
immediate neighbors 
was another notable 

feature of his approach
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ISLAMABAD:  As Pakistan expands its digital infrastruc-
ture and adoption of next-generation technologies, Jaz-
zWorld, Pakistan’s leading digital platform company, organ-
ized a cybersecurity awareness seminar in collaboration 
with the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), 
bringing together industry and government stakeholders 
to examine emerging cyber threats and discuss measures 
to safeguard mobile networks, digital services and critical 
infrastructure The cybersecurity awareness seminar exam-
ined the implications of 5G deployment, embedded SIMs 
(e-SIMs) and artificial intelligence (AI) for network secu-
rity and consumer protection, highlighting the need for 
coordinated industry efforts to address evolving threats. 
Discussions focused on strengthening technical safe-
guards, improving organizational preparedness and raising 
awareness of cyber risks as more aspects of everyday life 
move online. Syed Zaheer Mehdi, Group Chief Corporate 
and Regulatory Affairs at JazzWorld, said: “Cybersecurity 
is fundamental to building trust in Pakistan’s digital future. 
As digital services become an increasingly important part 
of everyday life, protecting users, data and critical infra-
structure require constant vigilance and collective action. 
At JazzWorld, we are committed to strengthening digital 
security through resilient infrastructure, advanced capabil-

ities and close collaboration with regulators and industry 
partners.” A key focus was the security of next-genera-
tion mobile networks, where 5G is expected to support 
increasingly sophisticated applications and connected ser-
vices. Participants discussed the importance of security 
measures such as network segmentation, access controls, 
firewalls and secure interfaces to reduce vulnerabilities, 
protect network infrastructure and maintain service reli-
ability. The seminar also examined risks associated with 
the growing adoption of e-SIMs, particularly the need for 
robust digital onboarding, reliable identity verification and 
safeguards against SIM-related fraud and social engineer-
ing. As consumers increasingly rely on mobile connectivity 
for digital transactions and essential services, protecting 
personal information and preventing identity-based 
fraud remain important priorities for the industry.
AI emerged as another area requiring attention, with 
discussions covering its dual role in cybersecurity. 
While AI-powered tools can improve threat detection 
and response, they can also be exploited to develop 
more sophisticated attacks. Participants highlighted 
the importance of combining technological safeguards 
with employee awareness, responsible use of AI and 
stronger organizational readiness.—DNA

Seminar advances digital security, 
resilience in Pakistan

Briefs
Zero 

tolerance 
for online 

harassment 
of women

ISLAMABAD: Director Gen-
eral National Cyber Crime 
Investigation Agency (NC-
CIA) Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi 
here held an online open 
court (E-Kachehri), person-
ally heard complaints from 
citizens across the country 
through video link and direct-
ed officers to take immediate 
action, particularly in cases 
involving online harassment 
of women.
An NCCIA official told on 
Thursday that citizens from 
different parts of the country 
participated in the online ses-
sion and raised complaints 
related to financial fraud, 
social media harassment and 
other cybercrimes  DG Rizvi 
listened to the complainants, 
reviewed their concerns and 
issued clear directions to the 
concerned officers for the 
prompt resolution of their 
complaints. He assured cit-
izens that their complaints 
would be handled according 
to the nature of each case and 
that efforts would be made to 
provide relief as quickly as 
possible. The DG particu-
larly stressed the need to 
protect women from online 
harassment and directed of-
ficers to strictly implement a 
zero-tolerance policy against 
such offences. He ordered 
action against suspects in-
volved in online harassment 
of women without discrim-
ination and directed inves-
tigation teams to deal with 
such complaints on priority  
The official said the online 
E-Kachehri provided citizens 
with an opportunity to direct-
ly approach the agency’s top 
management without visiting 
its offices. Speaking on the 
occasion, Rizvi said that the 
initiative was aimed at ensur-
ing direct hearing of public 
complaints, timely relief and 
greater transparency in the 
agency’s working.—APP

Heavy 
rain slows 
Islamabad 

traffic 
ISLAMABAD: Heavy rain 
in Islamabad on Wednesday 
evening prompted the Cap-
ital Development Authority 
(CDA), district administra-
tion and emergency servic-
es to deploy field teams for 
drainage operations and 
measures to facilitate traffic 
movement and minimize in-
convenience to residents.
Teams from the CDA’s San-
itation Department, Envi-
ronment Wing, Islamabad 
Water and Rescue 1122 were 
working across the capital to 
remove accumulated rainwa-
ter and monitor roads, drains 
and other locations. The ad-
ditional deputy commission-
er (general) and assistant 
commissioners, along with 
their staff, were also present 
in the field to supervise drain-
age operations The relevant 
departments were coordinat-
ing efforts to ensure timely 
drainage and provide relief to 
residents, while CDA teams 
continued de-watering oper-
ations at different locations. 
Meanwhile, Islamabad Traffic 
Police advised commuters to 
exercise caution, warning that 
water accumulation on some 
roads could slow traffic during 
the rainfall.—APP

PAL to hold 
moot on 
Shaheed-
e-Millat ’s 

legacy 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Academy of Letters (PAL), 
under the National Heritage 
and Culture Division, will or-
ganise a seminar on Friday, 
October 16, to mark the 75th 
martyrdom anniversary of 
Pakistan’s first prime minis-
ter, Shaheed-e-Millat Liaquat 
Ali Khan The seminar is ti-
tled “Liaquat Ali Khan’s Role 
in the Formation of Pakistani 
Civilisation and Culture.” 
Talking to meida, a PAL 
spokesperson said the sem-
inar would be presided over 
by renowned poet and intel-
lectual Iftikhar Arif, while 
Federal Minister for National 
Heritage and Culture Au-
rangzeb Khan Khichi would 
attend as the chief guest. 
Professor Jaleel Aali will be 
the guest of honour, while 
Jabbar Mirza and Professor 
Dr Aalia Sohail will share 
their views on Liaquat Ali 
Khan’s life, contributions and 
legacy, particularly his role in 
shaping Pakistan’s national 
identity and cultural outlook. 
Rehman Hafeez will conduct 
the proceedings. _APP

Ahsan 
expresses 
grief over 
deaths in 

school roof-
collapse 
incident

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Devel-
opment and Special Initia-
tives Professor Ahsan Iqbal 
on Thursday expressed 
deep grief over the tragic 
incident of a school roof 
collapse in Peshawar that 
caused the loss of precious 
lives.
In a condolence message, 
the minister said the trag-
edy involving the deaths of 
several innocent children 
and teachers had caused 
profound sorrow and shock 
across the nation.
Expressing solidarity with 
the bereaved families and 
sharing their grief in this 
difficult hour, he prayed to 
Allah Almighty to grant the 
departed souls a place in 
eternal peace and patience 
to the bereaved families to 
bear the irreparable loss.
He also prayed for the 
speedy recovery of those 
injured in the incident.  
Federal Minister for Rail-
ways Muhammad Hanif 
Abbasi on Thursday ex-
pressed deep grief and 
sorrow over the loss of 
precious human lives in 
the collapse of a school 
building in Peshawar In a 
statement, the minister 
termed the deaths of inno-
cent children and a female 
teacher in the tragic inci-
dent deeply distressing 
and heartbreaking.—APP

Laila receives Dukhtaran-e-
Pakistan excellence award 

dna

Islamabad: Laila Naz Taj, a develop-
ment professional with extensive experi-
ence across human development, public 
policy and humanitarian response re-
ceived the prestigious Dukhtaran-e-Pa-
kistan Excellence Award 2026 in recog-
nition of her contributions to Pakistan’s 
social and institutional development. 
The ceremony was graced by Chairman 
Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani as the 
Chief Guest, while the award was pre-
sented by the Federal Minister for Pov-
erty Alleviation and Social Safety.
The Dukhtaran-e-Pakistan Excellence 
Awards recognise distinguished women 
whose leadership, professional excel-
lence and dedication have contributed 
meaningfully to Pakistan’s social, eco-
nomic and institutional development. 
The award citation acknowledges Taj’s 
commitment to nation-building, pub-
lic service and empowerment. Taj is a 
Harvard Business School and London 
School of Economics alumna and has 
worked across Pakistan, the United 
Kingdom, the United States and Af-
ghanistan, engaging with governments, 
communities, development partners, 
civil society and institutions to translate 

policy priorities into meaningful action. 
While receiving the award, Laila Naz 
Taj expressed her profound gratitude 
to Allah Almighty, The Government of 
Pakistan and the selection committee 
for recognising her service. She reaf-
firmed her commitment to serving mar-

ginalised communities through the 
Aga Khan Development Network and 
advancing integrated, community-driv-
en development. She also paid tribute 
to her parents and mentors, whose un-
wavering guidance and encouragement 
have strengthened her resilience and in-

spired her pursuit of excellence through 
both achievement and perseverance. She 
pledged to continue contributing to na-
tional progress and the betterment of hu-
manity with dedication, humility, and an 
enduring commitment to excellence.
The award has been conferred by the Pa-

kistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Poverty 
Alleviation and Social Safety, Ministry of De-
fence, Ministry of Culture and National Her-
itage, and the Islamabad Centre of National 
Cohesion and Outreach.

Sign MoU to 
strengthen 
academic, 

scientific ties
ISLAMABAD:  The Ministry of Federal Education and Pro-
fessional Training, the Arab League Educational, Cultural 
and Scientific Organisation (ALECSO) and the OIC Minis-
terial Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation (COMSTECH) have signed a memorandum of 
understanding to expand academic, scientific and techno-
logical cooperation between Pakistan and Arab countries. 
The agreement was signed at the COMSTECH Secretariat 
by Higher Education Commission Executive Director Prof 
Dr Zia Ul Haq on behalf of the federal education ministry, 
COMSTECH Coordinator General Prof Dr Muhammad 
Iqbal Choudhary and ALECSO Director General Prof Dr 
Mohamed Ould Amar. Minister of State for Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Training Wajiha Qamar attended the 
signing ceremony. Senior officials of the three organisa-
tions were also present. Under the agreement, the parties 
will develop and implement joint educational and scientific 
programmes in science, technology and innovation. They 
will also collaborate in organising conferences, seminars, 

workshops, exhibitions and professional training courses 
at the national and international levels. The memoran-
dum provides for the establishment of ALECSO Chairs 
at selected Pakistani universities and stronger linkages 
between Arab research centres and universities, scientif-
ic institutions and research organisations in Pakistan. The 
three organisations will also explore scholarship and train-
ing opportunities for Pakistani students in Arab countries 
and for students from Arab countries in Pakistan. Exchang-
es of experts, academics and researchers, along with the 
sharing of methodologies, experience and good practices, 
form another component of the agreement. Ms Qamar de-
scribed the agreement as the beginning of a new phase in 
educational and scientific relations between Pakistan and 
the Arab world. She said the partnership should translate 
into practical opportunities for students, teachers and re-
searchers through scholarships, academic exchanges, pro-
fessional training and collaborative research. International 
academic partnerships, she said, were important for equip-
ping young people with modern skills and linking Pakistani 
universities with wider research and knowledge networks.
Prof Choudhary said COMSTECH would serve as a facili-
tating institution by connecting Pakistani universities and 
research centres with their counterparts in Arab countries 
and coordinating follow-up on agreed initiatives.
He said the agreement should not remain confined to a doc-
ument and should instead lead to measurable programmes 
that directly benefit students, researchers and academic 
institutions. Prof Amar said the memorandum provided a prac-
tical framework for bringing educational and scientific institutions 
in Pakistan and the Arab world closer together.—APP

Sherry urges political unity 
against rising terrorism

ISLAMABAD) : Senator Sherry Rehman on Thursday 
called on political parties to unite against terrorism, 
saying terrorist incidents had increased by 195 per cent 
in two years in KP Speaking at a joint sitting of Parlia-
ment, she said the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) had 
persuaded the government to hold talks with the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). She praised Barrister 
Gohar Ali Khan and the PTI’s federal team for tak-
ing part in the negotiations sincerely. She said the 
talks covered a written agreement, a joint declaration 
and confidence-building measures. Rehman said the 
PTI’s leadership in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa should have 
joined the talks, as any agreement on counterterror-
ism required the provincial government’s involvement. 
She said the PPP was ready to sign the proposed agree-

ment, but the provincial leadership did not support it. 
The senator also called on the provincial government 
to strengthen the police and the Counter Terrorism De-
partment. She said no politician wanted an emergency 
to be imposed, but the security situation required a joint 
response. Referring to a distance of 16 kilometres, she 
warned that the threat of terrorism was close and 
stressed the need for a unified national policy to 
tackle it. Rehman recalled the sacrifices made by 
the PPP in the fight against terrorism, including 
the deaths of former prime minister Benazir Bhut-
to and party workers in terrorist attacks. She said 
the PPP stood with the police and armed forces 
and urged political leaders to put national security 
ahead of their political differences.—APP

SC rules appeals must be filed 
on first day after court holidays

ISLAMABAD:  The Supreme Court has ruled that where the limitation period for filing an appeal expires during court 
holidays, the appellant must file the appeal on the first day the court reopens to avail the benefit under Section 4 of the 
Limitation Act, 1908. The court observed that an appellant who fails to file an appeal on the first working day after the 
holidays, without showing sufficient cause for the delay, cannot claim the benefit of the statutory provision.
The observations were made while deciding two civil appeals concerning land ownership. Justice Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi 
authored the judgment on behalf of a bench headed by Chief Justice Yahya Afridi The court held that the Lahore High 
Court’s judgment dated October 27, 2015, was legally and factually unsustainable due to an error in determining the 
limitation period for filing the appeals. According to the judgment, the civil court had accepted the applicants’ objections 
on July 3, 1995. The applicants claimed to be the genuine purchasers of the disputed land. Under Article 152 of the Limi-
tation Act, 1908, the period prescribed for filing an appeal against the order was 30 days. The appellants applied for certi-
fied copies of the relevant order on July 5, 1995, which were provided on September 4, 1995. Civil courts remained closed 
for summer vacations from August 1 to September 9, 1995. Since September 10 fell on a Sunday, the courts reopened 
on September 11. However, the appellants filed their appeals on September 12 and 13, respectively, instead of the first 
day of reopening. The Supreme Court held that in the absence of a reasonable explanation for the delay, the appellants 
could not benefit from Section 4 of the Limitation Act, which provides relief where the limitation period expires during 
court holidays. The judgment clarified that Article 12(5) of the Act allows the time spent obtaining a certified copy to be 
excluded when calculating the limitation period. However, the decisive issue in the present cases was whether the appeals 
had been filed on the first day the courts reopened after the holidays. The court observed that the Lahore High Court 
had focused on Article 12(5) without properly examining the application of Section 4 and the specific facts of the cases. 
Consequently, the Supreme Court allowed both civil appeals, set aside the Lahore High Court’s judgments and restored 
the orders passed by the Additional District Judge, Multan, on December 15 and 16, 2000.—APP

E-Passport 
facility, online 

fee payment 
launched

 

Qazi Shoaib Khan 

ATTOCK: Assistant Director Machine Readable Passport 
(MRP) Attock Hafiz Abdul Nasir has said that the gov-
ernment has introduced several modern facilities for the 
convenience of the citizens seeking passports, including 
online fee payment and home delivery.* Talking exclusive-
ly to this correspondent, he said that now the facility of 
passport renewal is available at all NADRA centers across 
the country, which has made it much easier for the public 
to get their passports renewed near their homes. He clar-
ified that at NADRA center, no modification or correction 
in the passport can be done. The passport is always issued 
as per the record available with NADRA, therefore the cit-
izens must ensure that their NADRA record is correct and 
updated before applying for a passport. Hafiz Abdul Nasir 
said that daily more than two hundred visitors come to the 
Regional Passport Office Attock for seeking new passports, 
renewal and other related matters. He said that the work-
ing days of the passport office are from Monday to Friday 
and the staff is trying its best to provide maximum facilities 
to the visitors in a courteous and timely manner. Sharing 
details about the new system of fee payment, he said that 
now the passport fee is paid online through QR Code and 
there is no need for applicants to go to the bank to deposit 
the fee. This has saved the time of the citizens and has 
also ensured transparency. He said , the payment must be 
made within 72 hours . He further said that the facility of 
renewal of passport while sitting at home through the of-
ficial web portal is also available. People can apply online 
from their homes without visiting the office. The Assistant 
Director said that the latest generation e-passport has been 
launched, which is equipped with modern security features 
and is accepted globally. He gave details of the fee struc-
ture and said that the ordinary fee for e-passport valid for 
five years is Rs. 9000, while the urgent fee for e-passport 
valid for five years is Rs. 15000. Similarly, the ordinary fee 
for passport valid for ten years is Rs. 13500 and the urgent 
fee for ten years validity is Rs. 22500. He said that the facil-
ity of home delivery of passport is also available for which 
Rs. 500 are charged as delivery charges, so that the appli-
cants can get their passports at their doorstep. He advised 
the citizens to apply in time for renewal of their passports 
and to avoid touts and unauthorized agents.
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Progress for cricket in Saudi Arabia 
DNA

I n Asia, Sub-Regional Qualifiers took 
place between Oct. 5 and 14, 2026, at 
three venues in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-

sia, with 13 teams divided into two groups. 
Qualifier group A featured Bahrain, Bhutan, 
Kuwait, Mongolia, Myanmar, Qatar and 
Thailand, whilst Group B comprised China, 
Hong Kong China, Malaysia, Maldives, Saudi 
Arabia and Singapore. A total of 36 matches 
were played in a single round-robin format.  
The top three teams from each qualifier 
group have progressed to the next stage of 
the Asia qualification pathway in 2027. In 
Group A, they were Kuwait, Bahrain and 
Qatar, whilst Saudi Arabia, Hong Kong and 
Malaysia progressed from Group B. Those 
six teams will meet in 2027 in an Asian Re-
gional final to determine which two teams 
will progress to a global qualifier playoff.  
This will comprise 16 teams, eight of which 
have already been determined. They are 
Canada, Italy, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, 
Oman, UAE and US, who all featured in the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 but did not 
secure automatic qualification for 2028.
The remaining eight places will be earned 
through regional qualification. In addition 
to the two teams from Asia, there will be 
two from Africa, two from Europe, one each 
from the Americas and the East Asia-Pacif-
ic.  In what will undoubtedly be a fiercely 
contested tournament, eight of the 16 
teams will qualify for the 2028 T20 World 
Cup. Five of these will be the highest-placed 
team from each region, alongside the next 
three highest-placed teams overall, subject 
to minimum performance criteria.
Each of the eight teams which played in the 
2026 T20 World Cup will want to be there 
again, whilst those which progress via the 

regional qualifiers will seek to press their 
case strongly.  One of these will be Scot-
land, which stepped in at short notice after 
Bangladesh’s withdrawal from the 2026 
T20 World Cup. The team finished bottom 
of their group, thus missing out on auto-
matic progression to the global qualifier 
for the 2028 T20 World Cup. However, the 
ICC has determined that “in recognition of 
these exceptional circumstances,” Scotland 
will progress directly to the Europe Region-
al Final, instead of having to participate in 
sub-regional qualifiers. They should pro-
gress against Denmark, Guernsey, Jersey, 
Portugal and Spain, but it does illustrate 
how competitive it is to qualify for the T20 
World Cup as an Associate country. 
It is reasonable to assume that the impres-
sive performance of the Saudi team in the 
sub-regional qualifier, winning all five of 
their matches to top the group, will have 
given them hope of making further pro-
gress in the regional qualifier next year.
Out of the five teams which they will face in 
that event, two — Hong Kong and Malaysia 
— were beaten in the sub-regional compe-
tition. The other three — Kuwait, Bahrain 
and Qatar — have been beaten in the past. 
Since 2019, the Saudi Arabia men’s team 
have played 62 T20 internationals, win-
ning 56 percent of them. Only seven were 
played in the COVID-19 pandemic years of 
2020 and 2021, with the highest number, 
15, played in 2024. The tournaments have 
been a mix of Asian Cricket Council Cups, 
ICC T20 World Cup regional qualification 
pathways, tours and quadrangular series.
All of these have been played outside of 
Saudi Arabia because, as yet, there is no 
ground of sufficient standard capable of 
hosting international matches. The major-
ity of matches have been played in Qatar 
or Oman, with Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur 

making up the balance.  In head-to-head ri-
valry with the three neighboring countries 
who will be faced in the 2027 Asia regional 
final, Saudi Arabia do not have a winning 
ratio. Out of the 11 matches against Qatar 
since 2019, they have won three, with one 
tied. In seven matches against Kuwait, they 
have won three and in six against Bahrain 
they have won two.  These teams have also 
played more T20Is than Saudi Arabia’s 62. 
Bahrain have played 134, Qatar 90 and Ku-
wait 88. There is a need for Saudi Arabia 
to move to the next level if ambitions to be 
one of the top two teams in the 2027 re-
gional final are to be realized.       
In this context the interview last week by 
my Arab News colleague, Rashid Hassan, 
with the general manager of the Saudi Ara-
bian Cricket Federation, Iqbal Sikander, 
provided updated insights into the next 
stages for cricket’s development in the 
Kingdom. Sikander, who was appointed by 
the SACF in January 2025, played four ODIs 
for Pakistan, all of them in the 1992 World 
Cup, which was won by Pakistan. He has 
worked as the ACC’s development officer, 
during which time he helped to establish 
cricket in Afghanistan. Therefore, Sikander 
has experience of building cricket from the 
roots. He said that the game in the King-
dom “is now entering a more structured 
phase with a focus on improving standards, 
strengthening competition and creating a 
more professional cricket environment.” 
He is well aware that the players need to 
play more, especially against stronger op-
position, at all levels. In addition to ICC and 
ACC tournaments he is looking for more bi-
lateral, triangular, quadrangular series.
Assistance in this phase of development is 
being guided by a strategic memorandum 
of understanding signed between the SACF 
and the Pakistan Cricket Board in July 2026. 

This  provides the basis for cooperation in 
exchanging technical expertise, facility plan-
ning and adopting best operational practices 
to enhance the Kingdom’s readiness to host 
international tournaments and competitions. 
The link with Pakistan has been expanded by 
the coaching appointment of Saleem Jaafar, 
who played in 14 Tests and 39 ODIs for Paki-
stan between 1986 and 1992.  One element 
of the men’s player development strategy has 
been the partnership between the SACF and 
the DP World ILT20, whereby each of its 
franchises must have one Saudi cricketer in 
their squad. This was first achieved for sea-
son four, when the players were acquired at 
auction. A repeat of the process occurred 
on Oct. 1, 2026, prior to season five.
None of the Saudi Arabian players acquired 
in 2025 could be retained before the auction, 
so they had to be bought through it, with a 
base price of $10,000. Four of the six Saudi 
players from 2025 were bought for the 2026 
season, three of them by the same franchise. 
Ishtiaq Ahmed, who was with the Gulf Giants 
in in 2025 was bought by the Desert Vipers 
for $12,000.  This looks to be good business 
as he claimed four wickets, including a hat 
trick, in Saudi Arabia’s narrow 10-run win 
over Hong Kong on Oct. 11. The two new 
Saudi players bought at auction were Imtiaz 
Khan and Mohammad Saqib, by the Gulf Gi-
ants and Sharjah Warriors, respectively. 
Gradually, the building blocks are being put 
in place to establish cricket for men and 
women in the Kingdom. Unfortunately, one 
international women’s tournament and the 
Dunes 20 men’s franchise league have been 
postponed for “technical reasons.”  Togeth-
er, they would have raised the profile of the 
Kingdom’s cricket significantly and given 
the opportunity for more Saudi cricketers 
to experience playing and training along-
side established international players.
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Joint sitting 

of Parliament 
endorses 

governor’s...
From Page 01

The move followed weeks of 
political tensions between 
the Centre and the PTI — 
as well as negotiations to 
bridge their differences — 
after the latter announced 
a long march to Islamabad 
to demand the release of its 
jailed founder, Imran Khan. 
During Thursday’s joint sit-
ting, opposition members 
turned up carrying placards 
inscribed with slogans, such 
as “emergency na manzoor 
(emergency is unaccept-
able)”. PM Shehbaz, who 
attended part of the ses-
sion, shook hands with op-
position leaders of both the 
Senate and the NA, pictures 
and footage showed. At the 
outset of the proceedings, 
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Tariq Fazal Chaudhry 
presented a motion under 
Rule 232 of the Parliament 
(Joint Sitting) Rules 1973 to 
suspend certain sub-rules 
so he could move the res-
olutions. As loud noes ech-
oed and opposition mem-
bers chanted “emergency 
na manzoor”, NA Speaker 
Ayaz Sadiq again put the 
motion to a vote by asking 
the members to stand up, 
which was then adopted 
with 214-56 votes. Subse-
quently, Chaudhry moved 
two resolutions before the 
joint sitting — one for the 
Proclamation of Emergency 
under Article 232 and the 
second for the proclama-
tion of governor’s rule un-
der Article 234. Law Min-
ister Azam Nazeer Tarar 
then opened the discussion 
on the two resolutions. Af-
ter the hours-long debate, 
the two resolutions were 
put to a vote and adopted. 
Law minister opens debate 
Opening the discussion, the 
law minister noted that a 
resolution regarding the im-
position of emergency was 
also required to be passed 
by a joint sitting. He said 
members of the treasury 
benches were ready to re-
ply to any query raised by 
the opposition. Tarar high-
lighted that the PTI-led gov-
ernment in KP, which now 
stands non-functional, was 
advised time and again to 
tackle terrorism. He again 
lamented that PTI leaders 
did not attend any funeral 
of martyrs who lost their 
lives in terrorist attacks. 
Tarar went on to stress 
that governor’s rule was 
imposed under Article 234, 
which allows the move if 
any provincial government 
was being run against the 
Constitution. Explaining 
the constitutional process 
to approve the resolution 
for emergency, he said the 
joint sitting could reject it 
by a total majority, ie 51 
per cent. Similarly, the res-
olution for governor’s rule 
also required a total major-
ity of votes for approval. 
The joint sitting took place 
a day after both Houses of 
Parliament, in separate sit-
tings, passed resolutions 
endorsing the imposition 
of emergency in KP. Ac-
cording to Article 232, if 
the “president acts on his 
own, the Proclamation of 
Emergency shall be placed” 
before both Houses of the 
Parliament for approval by 
each House within 10 days.

TTAP says 
‘no talks’ 

with govt...
From Page 01

an emergency in KP, as well 
as the situation in the prov-
ince, was reviewed in detail.
In the days preceding the 
development, political ten-
sions between the federal 
government and the oppo-
sition, mainly the PTI, had 
remained high after the 
party announced a long 
march to demand the re-
lease of its jailed founder, 
Imran Khan. However, the 
march, initially planned for 
Islamabad, remained con-
fined to KP until it fizzled 
out with the imposition of 
governor’s rule in the prov-
ince. The alliance strongly 
condemned the imposi-
tion of governor’s rule 
and an emergency in KP, 
describing the move as a 
“robbery” and a midnight 
assault on the Constitu-
tion and the people’s man-
date. It demanded that the 
decision be withdrawn im-
mediately, saying the step 
was not only an insult to 
the people of one province 
but to those of all provinc-
es. The statement added 
that the alliance would 
also file a petition against 
the decision in the Pesha-
war High Court (PHC).

QTECH and China’s Great 
Power partner on local 

battery assembly
The proposed collaboration will also target data centres, 

artificial intelligence (AI) infrastructure, electric vehicle (EV) 
battery infrastructure and other energy-intensive sectors

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Quantum Data 
Technologies Limited (PSX: QTECH) has 
signed a strategic cooperation agreement 
with China’s Guangzhou Great Power 
Energy & Technology Co., Ltd. to intro-
duce and progressively undertake local 
assembly of advanced lithium-based 
battery energy storage systems. Gwa-
dar Pro reported it on Thursday quot-
ing a company’s announcement.
Under the Strategic Cooperation and Mar-
ket Development Framework Agreement, 
the two companies plan to develop battery 
energy storage solutions for residential and 
commercial users, industrial facilities and 
utility-scale applications. The proposed 

collaboration will also target data centres, 
artificial intelligence (AI) infrastructure, 
electric vehicle (EV) battery infrastructure 
and other energy-intensive sectors.
Great Power is a Chinese energy technolo-
gy company specialising in advanced lithi-
um batteries and energy storage solutions.
Listed on the Shenzhen Stock Exchange 
under stock code 300438, the company had 
a market capitalisation of approximately $4 
billion as of October 13, 2026.
QTECH said reliable energy supplies and 
energy security were essential to Paki-
stan’s technological advancement. 
According to the Pakistani company, 
the initiative marks a step in the com-
pany’s broader strategy to develop in-
novative technology ventures and cre-
ate long-term shareholder value.

Pak-China partnership advances 
intercropping innovation 

CHENGDU: The Islamia University of Bahawalpur (IUB) 
and Sichuan Agricultural University (SAU) have renewed 
their Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for another 
five years, reaffirming their commitment to strengthening 
Pakistan-China cooperation in agricultural research and food 
security. The agreement was renewed during SAU’s 120th 
anniversary celebrations in Chengdu, Sichuan province, at-
tended by IUB Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Muhammad Kam-
ran and Dr. Muhammad Ali Raza, director of IUB’s National 
Research Center of Intercropping (NRCI). Highlighting the 
achievements of the partnership, Kamran said the establish-
ment of NRCI was one of its most significant outcomes. The 
center adapts and optimizes Chinese intercropping technolo-
gies to address the specific needs of Pakistani farmers.
NRCI has developed and optimized maize-soybean, sug-
arcane-soybean and cotton-soybean strip intercropping 
technologies, which are now being cultivated on more 
than 180,000 mu (12,000 hectares) of farmland across 
Pakistan, with adoption continuing to expand. The center 
is led by Dr. Raza and Dr. Haider, both alumni of SAU, 
according to a report carried by Gwadar Pro on Thursday. 
“Building on this success, our researchers are now ad-
vancing next-generation wheat-based and sugarcane-based 
intercropping systems, with particular emphasis on im-

proving the efficiency of land, nutrient and water use, 
enhancing climate resilience, and promoting sustainable 
productivity,” Kamran said. Since the partnership began 
in 2021, 56 IUB students have received fully funded schol-
arships to pursue master’s and doctoral degrees at SAU, 
according to information provided by IUB. – DNA

US blockade 
aims to spark 
protests: Iran

From Page 01
originally planned for 24 
October 2026 in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, has been 
postponed. A new date 
will be announced in due 
course,” the European 
Council representing the 
bloc’s member states said.

France 
deploys 

military...
From Page 01

“Iran continues to arm, 
train and support the 
Houthi militia in violation 
of UN security council res-
olutions,” Dr Rayed Krimly, 
deputy minister for public 
diplomacy at the foreign 
ministry, said during a vir-
tual briefing with reporters. 
“We think that the escala-
tion by the Houthis at this 
latest stage of the conflict 
is encouraged by Iran,” he 
later said. The official said 
the kingdom however re-
mained in communication 
with Iran, even if Tehran 
appeared unwilling to offer 
concessions. “We continue 
to have direct communi-
cations with Iran,” Krimly 
told reporters. “Overall, 
it doesn’t seem yet that 
the Iranians are able to 
provide the necessary con-
cessions for a solution.”

‘Governor’s 
rule, 

emergency...
From Page 01

government’s decision to 
impose the emergency 
measures in the province. 
“Understand governor’s 
rule or emergency as mar-
tial law,” he said. The op-
position leader also drew 
a comparison between 
October 12 and October 
11, saying that on Octo-
ber 12, a party enjoying 
a two-thirds majority was 
sent packing. He was re-
ferring to the PML-N gov-
ernment, which was over-
thrown in a military coup.

Hammad 
Azhar 

remand...
From Page 01

arrest of former prime 
minister Imran Khan. ATC 
Judge Sardar Muhammad 
Akram heard the case. Dur-
ing the hearing, the inves-
tigating officer (IO) sought 
an extension in the physical 
remand, saying the police 
wanted to conduct a poly-
graph test on the suspect. 
The IO alleged that Ham-
mad was among those who 
led the attack. Opposing 
the request for an extension 
in remand, defence counsel 
Sikandar Zulqarnain argued 
that the IO had changed 
his stance on the recovery 
of evidence from his client. 
At the previous hearing, the 
police had claimed that a 
baton and other items had 
been recovered. Howev-
er, the IO was now saying 
that the items were yet to 
be recovered, the counsel 
said. He questioned what 
further recoveries the po-
lice wanted to make when, 
according to the first in-
formation report (FIR), 
Hammad was not present 
at the alleged occurrence.

Imaan, Hadi 
to face trial

From Page 01
The instructions came from 
ATC Judge Tahir Abbas Sip-
ra, who was presiding over 
the proceedings of a case 
that pertains to the alleged 
disruption of a security 
route of an international 
cricket team and incitement 
to public unrest. Imaan and 
her husband, Hadi Ali Chat-
tha, have been accused of 
removing barriers from the 
route. The couple was in-
dicted in the case on Oct 7.
The lawyers representing 
them have been seeking 
a meeting with them, and 
they boycotted the pro-
ceedings at the previous 
hearing on Wednesday af-
ter the judge decided to 
record the prosecution 
witnesses’ statements 
despite the defence’s re-
quest to defer the exercise 
until they could meet the 
accused. At the outset 
of Thursday’s hearing, 
defence counsels Aimal 
Khan Mandokhail and Ri-
asat Ali Azad appeared 
before the court, with 
the former submitting an 
affidavit detailing the al-
leged difficulties he faced 
while meeting his client, 
Imaan, at the Adiala jail.

Real Madrid comeback 
stuns Roma 

DNA

ROME: Jose Mourinho en-
joyed a Roma reunion to 
remember as Real Madrid 
completed an astonishing 
comeback by scoring three 
late goals to claim a 4-3 
away win in the Champions 
League on Wednesday.
Marten de Roon gave the 
hosts a deserved opener be-
fore Kylian Mbappe struck 
back on his 100th Champi-
ons League appearance to 
level the scores at the break. 
Two Donyell Malen strikes in 
the space of six minutes ear-
ly in the second half seemed 
to take the game away from 
the 15-time European cham-
pions as Roma ran rampant. 
But Real scored three goals 
in the final six minutes, all 
stemming from corners, to 
turn the game on its head 
as Carlos Espi, Endrick and 

ex-Roma defender Antonio 
Rudiger struck at a stunned 
Stadio Olimpico.
Mourinho was a popular fig-
ure as he led Roma to the 
UEFA Conference League 
title and Europa League 
final during two-and-a-half 
years in charge. The Por-
tuguese was honored with 
banners and chants by the 
home crowd in Roma’s first 
home Champions League 
match in more than seven 
years, and the hosts started 
strongly as Mario Hermo-
so forced Thibaut Courtois 
into a flying fingertip save.
Roma took a deserved 
lead when De Roon swept 
a shot past Courtois from 
25 yards in the 20th min-
ute, and almost doubled 
it when Malen’s powerful 
shot squirmed under Cour-
tois before being plucked 
off the line. However, one 
costly moment of switching 

off proved enough to send 
them back to square one 
within five minutes of the 
opener being scored. 
Hermoso misjudged an in-
terception to allow Mbappe 
a clear run at goal and the 
France striker’s deflected 
shot flew into the roof of 
the net to level the scores 
with Real’s first meaningful 
chance of the game.
Mbappe marked his Cham-
pions League centurion 
status, something he is the 
youngest player to achieve 
aged 27, with his 72nd 
tournament goal — one 
that moved him into the 
all-time top five ahead of 
Real legend Raul Gonzalez. 
The equalizer appeared to 
subdue Roma and steady 
Mourinho’s men, who 
twice threatened a sec-
ond before the break as 
Marc Cucurella and Jude 
Bellingham came close. 

Ticketmaster 
appointed as Dubai 

Racing Club’s official 
ticketing partner

DNA
DUBAI: Dubai Racing Club has appointed Ticketmaster as 
its official ticketing partner to support the racing calendar at 
Meydan Racecourse. The platform will power Dubai Racing 
Club’s ticketing website for key events including the Dubai 
Racing Carnival and Dubai World Cup throughout the 2026-
27 season, making it easier for fans to discover, purchase 
and manage tickets. Club CEO and board member Ali Al-
Ali said: “Every season, we look for new ways to make an 
evening at Meydan Racecourse even more enjoyable for our 
guests — whether they are here for the racing, the hospi-
tality, the dining or simply the atmosphere. We’re pleased 
to welcome Ticketmaster as our official ticketing partner, 
helping make it even easier for fans in the UAE and around 
the world to join us for another exciting season.” Andreas 
Muller, managing director of Ticketmaster Middle East, 
said: “Dubai Racing Club puts on some of the biggest dates 
in the global horseracing calendar, from the Dubai Racing 
Carnival through to the Dubai World Cup. We’re delighted 
to be part of the journey and to help more fans experience 
these incredible events. Our technology will make buying 
and managing tickets simple, while keeping the experience 
unmistakably Dubai Racing Club from start to finish.”

FIFA postpones 
FIFAe Finals 

DNA

F IFA and the Saudi Esports Federation have postponed 
the FIFAe Finals 2026 scheduled to take place in Jed-

dah from October 16-25, organizers said on Thursday fol-
lowing recent attacks on Saudi Arabia. A strike on Riyadh’s 
international airport on Saturday killed at least 12 people 
and wounded more than 300, with Yemen’s Iran-aligned 
Houthi movement claiming responsibility for the deadliest 
attack in Saudi Arabia in more than a decade. “The deci-
sion follows an assessment of recent developments in the 
region and their impact on the logistical arrangements re-
quired to stage the tournament,” organizers of the global 
video game tournament said. “Further announcements on 
the FIFAe Finals will be communicated in due course.”
Japan and Brazil withdrew their Esports teams on Saturday 
after assessing the situation in the host country. The securi-
ty uncertainty has cast a shadow over sporting events in the 
kingdom. The Six Kings Slam exhibition tennis tournament was 
moved from October to December while golf’s Asian Tour said 
it is monitoring developments ahead of next month’s Saudi In-
ternational in Riyadh. The Asian Football Confederation said it 
remains open to delaying the Asian Cup until 2028 if necessary. 
The continental tournament is scheduled to kick off on January 
7 next year across venues in Riyadh, Jeddah and Al Khobar.

Mbappé 
beats Messi’s 

record 
DNA

ROME: Kylian Mbappé be-
came the youngest player 
with 100 Champions League 
appearances when he 
reached the century mark 
at age 27 in Real Madrid’s 
match at Roma on Wednes-
day. And he celebrated the 
mark by scoring a first-half 
equalizer to make it 1-1 at 
halftime. Lionel Messi had 
set the previous record at 
age 28 against Roma in Sep-
tember 2015. Mbappé lined 
up at center forward in coach 
José Mourinho’s starting 
lineup for the match at the 
Stadio Olimpico and his 72nd 
Champions League goal 
moved him ahead of former 
Madrid player Raúl González 
into fifth place on the com-
petition’s career scoring list. 
He also scored Madrid’s 
opener in a 2-1 victory over 
Inter Milan last month.
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The Finance Minister 
highlighted the economic 
contribution of overseas 
workers, the importance 

of formal remittance chan-
nels, and opportunities for 

productive investment 

DNA

Bangkok: Federal Minister for Finance and Reve-
nue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, met with Ms. 
SungAh Lee, Deputy Director-General of the In-
ternational Organization for Migration (IOM), on 
the sidelines of the World Bank Group–IMF Annu-
al Meetings 2026 in Bangkok, Thailand, to discuss 
climate mobility, skills development and economic 
growth. The meeting focused on strengthening dis-
aster preparedness through early-warning systems 
and population movement data. Discussions explored 
aligning skills training with international labour de-
mand and expanding safe and regular migration path-
ways. The Finance Minister highlighted the econom-
ic contribution of overseas workers, the importance 
of formal remittance channels, and opportunities 
for productive investment. Both sides also explored 
innovative climate financing and institutional capac-
ity building to develop bankable projects. Federal 
Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb has highlighted Pakistan’s progress 
in macroeconomic stabilization, fiscal consolidation 
and revenue mobilization while reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s commitment to sustained reforms and ex-
port-led growth. He shared these views while partic-

ipating in the JP Morgan Investment Seminar titled 
“Pakistan: The Road to Resilience in a Turbulent 
Global Economy Landscape,” held on the sidelines 
of the World Bank Group–IMF Annual Meetings 
2026 in Bangkok, Thailand, a news release said 
here on Thursday. The finance minister highlight-
ed the country’s sustained primary surpluses and 
discussed strong remittances, improved foreign 
exchange reserves, a contained current account 
deficit and external debt repayments. He outlined 
the government’s efforts to diversify internation-
al financing sources and replace costly borrowing 

without increasing the external debt stock. Aurang-
zeb reaf f irmed Pakistan’s commitment to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) programme and 
continued structural reforms, alongside prudent 
monetary policy to contain inf lation.
He emphasized the importance of targeted support 
for vulnerable households, careful energy procure-
ment and sustainable, export-led economic growth.
The discussions also covered federal-provincial fis-
cal coordination and the need to strengthen trade 
and investment partnerships to enhance economic 
resilience.

FM discusses climate mobility,  
skills uplift  with IOM DDG

Briefs
Rupee gains 

03 paisa 
against 
Dollar

ISLAMABAD: Rupee on 
Thursday appreciated by 
03 paisa against the US 
Dollar in interbank trading 
and closed at Rs 276.92, 
compared to the previous 
day’s closing of Rs 276.95.
According to the Fo-
rex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the dollar’s 
open-market buying and 
selling rates were Rs 
277.50 and Rs 280.25, re-
spectively.
The price of the Euro 
against the rupee in-
creased by Rs 0.72, clos-
ing at Rs 310.77 against 
the previous day’s rate of 
Rs 310.05, according to 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) The Japanese Yen 
went up by 01 pasia and 
closed at Rs 1.75, and the 
British Pound witnessed 
a decrease of Rs 0.22 
and closed at Rs 367.18 
compared to the previous 
day’s Rs367.40. The ex-
change rates of the Emir-
ate Dirham decreased by 
01 paisa and closed at Rs 
75.39, while the Saudi Ri-
yal increased by 02 paisa 
to close at Rs 73.77.—APP 

Gold prices 
remain 

unchanged 
ISLAMABAD:  Gold pric-
es remained unchanged 
in the local market on 
Thursday, with the price 
of 24-karat gold per tola 
standing at Rs437,836, 
according to rates issued 
by the All Pakistan Sarafa 
Gems and Jewellers Asso-
ciation.
Similarly, the price of 10 
grams of 24-karat gold 
remained unchanged 
at Rs375,373, while 10 
grams of 22-karat gold 
stood at Rs344,104 In the 
international market, the 
price of gold remained 
unchanged at $4,153 per 
ounce, the association re-
ported. Meanwhile, the 
price of silver per tola 
decreased by Rs212 to 
Rs6,148, while the price 
of 10 grams of silver fell 
by Rs182 to Rs5,270. The 
price of silver in the inter-
national market also de-
clined by $2.12 to $56.70 
per ounce, the association 
added.—APP

PSX stays 
bullish, gains 

over 768 
points

ISLAMABAD: The bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange 
(PSX) continued its bullish 
trend on Thursday, gaining 
768.66 points, a positive 
change of 0.46 percent, to 
close at 166,186.17 points 
against 165,417.51 points 
recorded in the previ-
ous trading session The 
ready market witnessed a 
trading volume of 517.601 
million shares, compared 
to 585.894 million shares 
traded in the previous 
session, while the traded 
value stood at Rs23.571 
billion against Rs20.073 
billion. Market capitalisa-
tion advanced to Rs18.475 
trillion from Rs18.391 tril-
lion recorded a day earlier. 
Out of 501 companies that 
traded in the ready mar-
ket, 292 posted gains, 
169 suffered losses, while 
40 remained unchanged, 
reflecting a continued 
bullish trend in the mar-
ket. Cnergyico PK led 
the volume chart with 
62.809 million shares, 
followed by Pak Refin-
ery with 43.441 million 
shares and WorldCall Tel-
ecom with 19.461 million 
shares. Among the top 
gainers, Khairpur Sugar 
Mills Limited advanced 
by Rs97.55 to close 
at Rs1,073.05, while 
Fateh Industries Limit-
ed surged by Rs42.22 to 
settle at Rs464.43. On 
the losing side, PIA Hold-
ing Company Limited 
B declined by Rs135.83 
to close at Rs14,351.67, 
while Rafhan Maize 
Products Company Lim-
ited fell by Rs79.52 to 
Rs8,456.41.In the futures 
(DFC) market, turnover 
stood at 141.788 mil-
lion shares with a trad-
ed value of Rs10.073 
billion, compared with 
151.683 million shares 
worth Rs11.208 billion in 
the previous session. Of 
the 305 companies traded 
in the DFC market, 218 ad-
vanced, 80 declined, and 7 
remained unchanged.—APP

Netanyahu’s 
main rival 

vows to defeat 
Hamas within 
18 months if 
elected PM

TEL AVIV: Israeli opposi-
tion politician Gadi Eisen-
kot, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s main 
rival in upcoming elections, 
vowed Thursday to defeat 
Hamas in Gaza if he be-
comes prime minister fol-
lowing the October 27 vote.
“Today I give a public com-
mitment: from the moment 
I enter the Prime Minister’s 
Office, within 18 months 
Hamas will no longer rule 
the Gaza Strip,” the leader 
of the center-right Yashar 
party said at a press confer-
ence near the war-ravaged 
Palestinian territory.
He said he would achieve 
this either by implement-
ing US President Donald 
Trump’s ceasefire plan for 
Gaza, which provides for 
the gradual disarmament 
of Hamas and a transfer of 
power, or through “creative 
operations” by Israel’s mil-
itary aimed at destroying 
the Palestinian movement’s 
military wing The campaign 
pledge is one of the strong-
est yet from Eisenkot, a 
66-year-old former military 
chief. The close-fought elec-
tion will be the first since 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 
attack on Israel, which re-
sulted in the deaths of more 
than 1,200 people.—APP

EU, Yemen 
govt urge 

Houthis to lift 
siege of Taiz

DUBAI: The EU and Yem-
en’s internationally rec-
ognized government have 
called on Houthi militias to 
lift their siege of Taiz, warn-
ing that worsening human-
itarian conditions threaten 
millions of people.
“We are following the situa-
tion in Taiz with grave con-
cern and call on the Houthis 
to lift their siege of the city 
and allow food, water, medi-
cine and fuel to enter,” the 
EU said in a statement post-
ed on X on Wednesday.
The bloc stressed the need 
to protect civilians and ci-
vilian infrastructure and en-
sure humanitarian partners 
can deliver essential aid.
Yemen’s Foreign Minister 
Afrah Al-Zouba on Wednes-
day urged the UN and Secu-
rity Council to take urgent 
action to end the siege, 
warning that the latest 
Houthi escalation threat-
ened to trigger a large-scale 
humanitarian catastrophe.
In a letter addressed to 
senior UN officials and 
the president of the Inter-
national Committee of the 
Red Cross, Al-Zouba said 
the tightening of the siege 
on Taiz and surrounding 
villages threatens more 
than 4 million people.
Those affected include 
residents trapped inside 
the city and people dis-
placed from districts in-
cluding Al-Shamayatayn, 
Al-Mawasit and Jabal 
Habashi, she said.
Al-Zouba called for in-
ternational pressure to 
secure the immediate lift-
ing of the siege, reopen 
all access routes into Taiz 
and ensure the sustained 
delivery of food, fuel and 
drinking water.—APP

ICCI assures traders of strong 
advocacy against business disruptions
Expressing serious concern over the sealing of commercial outlets, the ICCI President said he had promptly contacted 

the relevant authorities and trade representatives after learning about the action against shops in Islamabad

DNA

Islamabad: President of the 
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI), 
Mohammad Zikria Akbar Zia, 
has reaffirmed the Chamber’s 
commitment to protecting busi-
ness community’s legitimate 
rights through collective efforts 
and effective engagement with 
the relevant authorities. He was 
speaking to a large delegation of 
trade leaders representing var-
ious sectors of Islamabad, led 
by President of the All Pakistan 
Anjuman-e-Tajran, Mohammad 
Ajmal Baloch, which visited the 
Chamber to congratulate its new-
ly elected leadership.
Welcoming the delegation, Mo-
hammad Zikria Akbar Zia said 
that unity among traders and 
industrialists was essential for 
effective representation and the 
resolution of common business 
challenges. Drawing on his expe-
rience as an industrialist and for-
mer President of the Islamabad 
Industrial Association, he high-
lighted the difficulties caused by 
electricity shortages, high power 

bills and disruptions to produc-
tion. He said these experiences 
had reinforced his conviction 
that chambers and trade asso-
ciations must provide a strong, 
united platform to safeguard the 
interests of the entire business 
community, from small shop-
keepers to large industrialists.
Expressing serious concern 
over the sealing of commercial 
outlets, the ICCI President said 

he had promptly contacted the 
relevant authorities and trade 
representatives after learning 
about the action against shops 
in Islamabad. He stressed that 
market associations must coor-
dinate their efforts and adopt 
a unified strategy rather than 
approach the authorities sep-
arately. While acknowledging 
the importance of enforcing 
the law, he emphasized that 

traders’ dignity must be re-
spected and that administrative 
disputes should be resolved 
through dialogue, consultation 
and lawful procedures instead 
of humiliating treatment.
President of the All Pakistan 
Anjuman-e-Tajran, Mohammad 
Ajmal Baloch, expressed sur-
prise and concern over what he 
described as the repeated initi-
ation of new experiments in Is-

lamabad rather than across the 
country. He said the measures 
had seriously disrupted the busi-
ness community and adversely 
affected traders’ commercial ac-
tivities. He emphasized that the 
business community, in consul-
tation with the ICCI leadership, 
would collectively decide its fu-
ture course of action to protect 
traders’ rights and interests.
Senior Vice President ICCI, Mo-

hammad Ashfaq Chatha, thanked 
the delegation for visiting the 
Chamber and expressing con-
fidence in its newly elected 
leadership. He assured the 
participants that the Chamber 
was committed to fulfilling its 
advocacy role and promoting 
ease of doing business. He 
said ICCI would take all nec-
essary steps, in consultation 
with trade bodies and relevant 
stakeholders, to raise traders’ 
concerns with the authorities 
and pursue practical solutions 
to the !!(challenges facing the 
business community In his wel-
come address, ICCI Vice Pres-
ident Mohammad Waqas Khan 
paid tribute to Ajmal Baloch 
for his dedication, courage and 
consistent leadership in champi-
oning the cause of traders.  He 
appreciated his longstanding ef-
forts to bring the business com-
munity together and represent 
its concerns before the relevant 
authorities. ICCI Executive Mem-
ber Shahid Abbasi performed the 
duties of stage secretary, conduct-
ing the proceedings in an effective 
and well-organized manner. 
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Pak, WB pledge to fast-
track CPF implementation
ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan and the World Bank Group (WBG) on Thursday reaffirmed their commitment to accelerating 
the implementation of the Country Partnership Framework (CPF), with a focus on enhancing development impact and 
advancing key national development priorities The commitment was made in a meeting of Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Pakistan’s Governor to the World Bank Group (WBG), Ahad Khan Cheema and Managing Director of Opera-
tions, World Bank, Ms. Anna Bjerde on the sidelines of the 2026 World Bank Group–IMF Annual Meetings in Bangkok. 
According to press release issued by Economic Affairs Ministry here, the minister underscored the government’s resolve 
to translate the CPF’s objectives into tangible development outcomes, calling for enhanced technical and financial sup-
port, integrated multisectoral programs and digital monitoring systems to track progress and measure impact.
He emphasized the importance of stronger project preparedness through dedicated Project Readiness Facilities (PRFs), 
predictable financing and enhanced implementation support to expedite project approvals and execution. Highlighting 
the Prime Minister’s whole-of-government initiative to address systemic bottlenecks in project planning and implementa-
tion, the Minister underlined the need for greater operational effectiveness on both sides, stronger institutional capacity 
and a shared focus on timely delivery. He emphasized that concessional resources must be deployed efficiently to maxi-
mize development impact while safeguarding debt sustainability. Discussions also covered WBG’s support for sectors 
critical to human development, climate resilience, water and sanitation and economic transformation, with the Min-
ister highlighting the importance of investments in sectors with high job-creation potential to expand employment 
opportunities and promote inclusive growth The Minister also discussed enhanced support for the ML-1 Railway 
Upgradation Project and the vision of an Economic Railway Corridor along the approximately 1,800-km railway line 
to strengthen connectivity and unlock economic opportunities, alongside the proposed Minerals Compact to ad-
vance Pakistan’s minerals sector. Bjerde reaffirmed the World Bank’s commitment to supporting Pakistan’s priority 
sectors and working with the government to strengthen operational efficiency and accelerate project implementa-
tion. Both sides agreed to deepen their cooperation to advance shared priorities under the CPF and ensure that 
development financing translates into timely, sustainable and measurable benefits for the people of Pakistan.—APP

Is it time 
for China to 
rethink its 

Houthi policy?
YEMEN: Earlier this month, the Yemen-based Houthi 
militia turned their Iranian-sponsored weapons on Sau-
di Arabia in the most horrific way, targeting not military 
or economic infrastructure, but civilians at an airport. 
The missiles hit King Khalid International Airport in Ri-
yadh over several days, killing 20 and injuring over 370. 
Additional attacks on King Fahd International Airport in 
Dammam were intercepted. Since the Saudi-Houthi con-
flict reignited in recent weeks, the group has also struck 
oil facilities, inflicting casualties and causing significant 
damage. Military analysts note a marked increase in the 
Houthis’ targeting accuracy. Clearly, neither they nor their 
backer have been idle since the 2022 ceasefire, building 
up a drone and missile stockpile despite the UN-mandated 
arms embargo and Saudi-led blockade. Missiles have been 
flying since the US-Israeli war against Iran that began on 
28 February led Iran and its proxies (including groups in 
Iraq) to hit back against America’s Gulf allies. For Beijing, 
the attacks against Saudi oil infrastructure are an unwel-
come development. Saudi Arabia is China’s second-largest 
oil supplier, accounting for 14% of its total crude imports, 
so this will squeeze China’s oil supply and, by extension, 
harm its economy. True to form, it condemned the attacks 
while calling for restraint, de-escalation, and a return to the 
negotiating table (Beijing’s standard response to Middle 
Eastern conflicts). Yet the stakes are now much higher. 
Some think the time may have come for Beijing to offer 
more substantive help to Saudi Arabia.
Following the outbreak of the US-Israeli war against Iran, 
and the subsequent ‘closure’ of the Strait of Hormuz, Sau-
di Arabia used its East-West pipeline to export more than 
70% of its pre-war total crude exports via the Red Sea, by-
passing Hormuz and the Iranian threat, but most of this 
re-routed oil then passed Yemen, through the Bab al-Mand-
ab Strait and the Gulf of Aden, before heading to East Asian 
customers like China. This kept global oil prices high but 
tolerable, so China did not need to exhaust its oil reserves.
Since September, however, the situation has changed. The 
Houthis advanced down Yemen’s west coast to wrest con-
trol of Bab al-Mandab from the Saudi-backed government 
of Yemen (currently based in Aden) while Iran’s Iraq-based 
militias attacked the Saudi East-West Pipeline.
Although the US has disabled enough Iranian radars to 
make it possible for ships to transit the Strait of Hormuz 
under US naval escort, the route remains perilous. Mean-
while, the Suez Canal is off-limits to fully-laden very large 
crude carriers, forcing Saudi oil tankers to take the longer, 
more costly journey around Africa to reach their customers 
in East Asia. As a result, global oil prices have soared in 
recent days, surpassing $100 per barrel.—APP

Palestinians fear 
violent olive harvest 

Burqa: With a black eye and a band-
age covering his face, Palestinian 
farmer Abdellatif Bazzari looks out 
at his rows of olive trees that are half 
harvested before the season has even 
started Bazzari, who was injured in 
a raid on the fields by Israeli settlers 
that killed his cousin, is afraid to re-
turn to harvest the other half with-
out some sort of army protection, 
fearing a new attack. Like many ol-
ive farmers in the plains nestled 
between the occupied West Bank’s 
sinuous limestone hills, Bazzari de-
cided to harvest as early as possible 
this year, hoping both to save his 
crops and avoid beatings.
With Israel heading to elections on 
October 27, some farmers believe 
the violence will escalate as Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
locked in a tight race, seeks to shore 

up his right-wing base. “I think the 
prime minister of Israel is worried 
about the results of elections and 
he doesn’t want to take any action 
against the settlers as he hopes to 
receive their votes,” Bazzari told 
AFP. “If he loses, things will get bet-
ter,” he hoped.
Olives are as important economi-
cally to Palestinians as they are a 
symbol of their attachment to the 
land, accounting for an estimated 15 
percent of the West Bank’s agricul-
tural GDP. On October 7, a group 
of about 15 to 20 settlers raided the 
field where Bazzari and his family 
were picking olives by hand, beating 
them, before the army intervened 
and shot dead Bazzari’s cousin Ali 
Bazzari, he said. “My cousin bled 
to death right under this olive tree, 
irrigating the soil of Palestine with his 

blood,” Bazzari said, pointing to a tree 
in the field. Bazzari said the Israeli 
army, which had been dispatched to 
the site of the raid, an isolated field 
near the West Bank village of Burqa, 
kept the ambulance from reaching his 
cousin after he was shot. The Israeli 
military said troops and border police 
forces were dispatched after reports 
of “rock hurling toward an Israeli ci-
vilian, who was injured,” referring to 
a settler. During the confrontation 
between dozens of Palestinians and 
Israeli settlers, “a commander oper-
ating in the area identified a terrorist 
running toward him while carrying 
a suspicious object and neutralized 
him,” it added. Israeli leaders also 
highlight violence against Israelis, in-
cluding the shooting death of a settler 
by a Palestinian last month. Bazzari, 
like other West Bank Palestinians 
whom AFP spoke to, said danger are-
as for the olive harvest have grown in 
recent years as settlements multiplied 
and expanded. “They don’t want us to 
plant, to farm anything. They said, just 
stay in your village, cities, and don’t 
go out,” he said.—APP
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‘Pakistan ranks second-
worst in South Asia  
on hunger index’

16.1% of Pakistan’s popula tion malnourished and 33.6% 
of children under five stunted, shows GHI 2026 report

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has ranked sec-
ond-worst in South Asia on the Global Hun-
ger Index (GHI) 2026, behind only Afghan-
istan, highlighting the country’s worsening 
food insecurity and malnutrition challenges. 
“With a 2026 Global Hunger Index score of 
25.5, Pakistan has a serious level of hun-
ger,” according to the report published 
on the GHI website. Only Afghanistan has 
a higher score than Pakistan in the South 
Asia region, with a score of 28.6 on the in-
dex. Across South Asia, the regional GHI 
score is 23.5, while the global score is 18.1. 
Pakistan’s score has, however, fallen from 
36.2 in 2000 to 25.5 in 2026, showing sub-
stantial long-term improvement, according 
to the report. The country ranks 106th out 
of 122 countries globally with sufficient 
data to calculate GHI 2026 scores, as per 
the report. Flood victims gather to receive 
food handout in a camp following rains and 
floods during the monsoon season in Se-
hwan, Sindh, September 14, 2022. — Reu-

ters Pakistan’s GHI score is based on the 
value of undernourishment, child stunting, 
child wasting and child mortality. Under-
nourishment refers to the share of the pop-
ulation whose caloric intake is insufficient, 
while child stunting indicates the share of 
children under the age of five who have 
low height for their age, reflecting chronic 
undernutrition. Child wasting refers to the 
share of children under the age of five who 
have low weight for their height, reflecting 
acute undernutrition, and child mortality 
refers to the number of children who die 
before their fifth birthday. According to the 
report, 16.1% of Pakistan’s population is mal-
nourished, while 33.6% of its children under 
five are stunted. It showed that 9.8% of the 
children are wasted, while 5.6% of the chil-
dren in the country die before the age of five. 
The report comes just days after the Inter-
national Monetary Fund projected the coun-
try’s inflation rate to rise to 9.9% in the fiscal 
year 2026-27. In its World Economic Outlook 
(WEO) report released on Tuesday, the lend-
er projected inflation to increase to 9.9% in 
the current fiscal year from 7.1% in 2025-26.

News Desk

BANGKOK: Millions could be thrown into poverty by surg-
ing energy costs, the impact of an intense El Nino phenom-
enon and higher interest rates, with vulnerable countries 
being pushed to the brink by repeated crises, the UN’s de-
velopment chief told media. Global fuel prices have soared 
since the United States launched its war on Iran in late 
February, with Tehran’s retaliations against Washington’s 
Gulf allies curtailing major oil and natural gas supplies.
Fiscal deficits and debt-to-GDP ratios around the world 
have ballooned since the 2008 global financial crisis, with 
governments firefighting against a series of shocks includ-
ing the pandemic and wars in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Speaking on the sidelines of the IMF-World Bank Annu-
al Meetings in Bangkok, UN Development Programme 
(UNDP) head Alexander de Croo said many developing 

countries had responded to the current spike in energy 
prices with blanket subsidies, but a succession of crises 
had left them with limited resources to keep that up.
“You have to repair your roof while at the same time your 
home is on fire,” he told AFP, adding governments in the 
developing world did not have time to rebuild buffers or 
resolve previous shocks before being hit by new crises.
The IMF warned this week that while global growth 
had held up in the face of the energy crisis, that 
resilience was highly dependent on the boom in AI 
technology investments, and poorer countries not ex-
posed to that were still struggling. IMF chief Kris-
talina Georgieva had warned that “winter is coming” 
— an allusion to popular fantasy book series “Game of 
Thrones” — implying that a cataclysm was around the 
corner if the world did not prepare for it.
And De Croo added: “Some countries have a well-insulat-
ed house with money in the bank. Other countries have a 
house without a roof and no money in the bank.
“We’re stumbling from one crisis into the other, and what 
countries need is some space, and some time, and access 
to financing.” Not getting the response right could be dev-
astating. The UNDP warned in a new report that about 
130 million people were at risk of being pushed into pov-
erty this year if energy and food price increases were fully 
passed on without subsidies. People in South and East Asia 
and sub-Saharan Africa are at particular risk, the agency 
said. With advanced economies seeing bond yields surge 
— owing to elevated inflation expectations, surging debt 
ratios and AI capital-raising activities — global borrowing 
costs have been rising. That in turn, de Croo warned, had 
tightened space for developing countries to access the 
capital they needed to combat the shocks, with rising 
interest rates feeding into increasing debt payments.

Energy costs to throw 
millions into poverty: UN

Briefs
Security 

forces kill 
five India-

backed 
terrorists 

Military’s media wing 
says IBO was conducted 

in Balochistan’s 
Washuk district

dna
ISLAMABAD: Security forces 
killed five terrorists affiliated 
with the Indian proxy, Fitna 
al-Hindustan, during an intel-
ligence-based operation (IBO) 
conducted in Balochistan’s 
Washuk district, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) 
said on Thursday. The mil-
itary’s media wing said in 
a statement that security 
forces conducted an intelli-
gence-based operation (IBO) 
on the night of October 12-13, 
2026, following reports of the 
presence of terrorists belong-
ing to the Indian proxy.
“During the conduct of the 
operation, a terrorist hide-
out was busted by security 
forces through swift and 
decisive action,” the ISPR 
said, adding that a huge 
cache of weapons, ammuni-
tion and explosives was also 
recovered from terrorists.
Sanitisation operations are 
being conducted to elimi-
nate any other India-spon-
sored terrorist found in the 
area, it added. The military 
said that under the vision 
of Azm-e-Istehkam, ap-
proved by the Federal Apex 
Committee on the Nation-
al Action Plan, Pakistan’s 
security forces and law en-
forcement agencies would 
continue operations at full 
pace to eliminate the men-
ace of foreign-sponsored 
and foreign-backed terror-
ism from the country.
Pakistan has witnessed a 
sharp rise in cross-border 
terrorist incidents, particu-
larly in KP and Balochistan, 
since the Afghan Taliban 
returned to power in 2021.

M6 Motorway 
project 

financing 
discussed 
with OPEC

DNA
BANGKOK: Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Rev-
enue, Senator Muhammad 
Aurangzeb, met with Dr. 
Abdulhamid Alkhalifa, Pres-
ident of the OPEC Fund for 
International Development, 
on the sidelines of the 
World Bank Group–IMF 
Annual Meetings 2026 in 
Bangkok, Thailand.
The Finance Minister high-
lighted Pakistan’s economic 
stabilization, progress un-
der the IMF programme 
and renewed access to in-
ternational capital markets. 
He appreciated the Fund’s 
willingness to expand trade 
and project financing sup-
port for Pakistan. Discus-
sions covered M6 motor-
way financing, including the 
approved first tranche, the 
pending loan agreement 
and subsequent tranches. 

FCC disposes 
of Marwat’s 

plea 
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Constitutional Court (FCC) 
on Thursday disposed of 
MNA Sher Afzal Marwat’s 
petition challenging the 
election of Sohail Afridi as 
chief minister of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. The FCC 
bench, headed by Chief 
Justice Aminuddin Khan, 
declared the petition in-
fructuous following the 
imposition of governor’s 
rule and an emergency 
in the province.

US weighs air 
blast bomb 

attack on Iran
News Desk

WASHINGTON:  The US 
military has developed strike 
plans that could include us-
ing the GBU-43/B Massive 
Ordnance Air Blast Bomb, 
also known as the “mother 
of all bombs,” against Iranian 
energy infrastructure and nu-
clear sites if President Donald 
Trump orders renewed com-
bat operations, CNN reported 
on Thursday citing US offi-
cials familiar with the matter.
The potential deployment 
of the largest non-nuclear 
bomb in the US arsenal 
would mark a significant 
escalation in the conflict, al-
though officials familiar with 
military planning discus-
sions told CNN questions 
remain over its effectiveness 
in achieving Washington’s 
strategic objectives.

Nobel winner: 
Prosecute 
Israeli PM 

for war crimes
LONDON: Israel’s prime 
minister should be prose-
cuted for war crimes, the 
latest winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize has said.
Navi Pillay said she is “con-
fident” that Benjamin Net-
anyahu will eventually face 
prosecution in the Interna-
tional Criminal Court.
The South African judge, 
who led the UN’s Independ-
ent International Commis-
sion of Inquiry, last year 
found that Israel was com-
mitting genocide in Gaza.
On Friday, after the Nobel 
win was announced, Net-
anyahu accused Pillay of 
being a “bigot,” while Isra-
el’s Foreign Ministry said 
Nazi propagandist Joseph 
Goebbels would be “ap-
plauding from hell.” – APP

EU, UNDP and UNODC join
forces to boost rule of law
Building on previous EU support to strengthen Pakistan’s justice sector, the 
programme brings together the complementary expertise of UNDP and UNODC

DNA 

Islamabad: The European Union (EU) 
Delegation to Pakistan, the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) today signed an agreement to im-
plement a four-year, EUR 10 million EU-fund-
ed programme aimed at strengthening the 
rule of law and improving access to justice in 
Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Building on previous EU support to 
strengthen Pakistan’s justice sector, the 
programme brings together the comple-
mentary expertise of UNDP and UNODC. 
It will work with provincial institutions to 
make justice and security services more 
accessible, particularly for women and 
vulnerable groups across Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Balochistan.
Welcoming the Agreement,  Mr. Jeroen 
Willems, Head of Partnerships at the EU 
Delegation to Pakistan, said, “Access to 
justice is fundamental to protecting peo-
ple’s rights. Our investments in the past 
have had a real impact. Over the next four 
years, this EU-funded programme will 
continue to help the most vulnerable gain 
better access to the police, prosecution, 
courts and legal aid in Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  We are therefore 

pleased to partner with the UNDP and 
UNODC as our implementing partners 
and continue to deliver justice to those 
that are most deserving.”
The programme will contribute to greater 
stability, resilience and human develop-
ment while advancing gender equality, 
human rights, and the protection of vulner-

able populations across the justice chain. 
From law enforcement and prosecution to 
courts, prisons and mediation centres, the 
programme focuses on strengthening ac-
countability, alternative dispute resolution 
and institutional capacity to address barri-
ers to civil and criminal justice. 
“There is no development without justice. 

When people can trust the law to protect 
their rights, resolve disputes and provide 
effective remedies, they are better able to 
build livelihoods, businesses and futures,” 
said Dr. Samuel Rizk, Resident Repre-
sentative, UNDP Pakistan. “Through this 
programme, UNDP, UNODC and the Eu-
ropean Union are joining forces to help 
translate that trust into more accessible 
and responsive justice services.”
The initiative will promote rights-based ser-
vice delivery, stronger institutional owner-
ship, and sustainable reforms aligned with 
the Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Rule of Law Roadmaps. On the work ahead, 
Mr. Troels Vester, Representative UNODC 
Pakistan, emphasized that, “Together with 
UNDP, we will combine our expertise and 
build on our longstanding partnerships 
with the Governments of Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to ensure that over 
the next four years, the work we do with 
justice institutions is felt by the people it 
serves, through services that are more ac-
cessible, accountable and responsive.”
The programme forms part of a EUR 65 
million cooperation package between the 
EU and the Government of Pakistan and 
falls under the EU’s Support to the Rule 
of Law and Business Environment in Pa-
kistan initiative – one of the three pro-
grammes launched through the package.
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Ambassador Tirmizi 
meets Ishaq Dar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambassador to 
the Russian Federation, Faisal Niaz Tirmi-
zi, called on Deputy Prime Minister/For-
eign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq 
Dar  at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The DPM/FM emphasized the need to 
further expand cooperation between 
Pakistan and Russia, particularly in 
trade, investment and connectivity.
He also underscored the importance of 
sustained follow-up on recent high-level 
exchanges to build on the positive momen-
tum and advance bilateral cooperation.

Punjab to hold LB 
elections in three phases

Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Punjab government appears 
set to delay the long-awaited local govern-
ment elections in the province once again, 
despite the polling schedule proposed by 
the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), 
it emerged on Thursday. Earlier this month, 
the electoral body proposed holding local 
government elections in Punjab on Decem-
ber 14 and sent a draft of the suggested 
schedule to the Punjab chief secretary for 
consultation. The Punjab cabinet has instead 
proposed holding the elections in phases on 
April 4, 11 and 18, following recommenda-
tions by a ministerial committee formed to 
consult the ECP on the conduct of local gov-
ernment elections in the province.
In this regard, the Punjab Local Government 

and Community Development Department 
wrote to the ECP on Wednesday. The letter, 
which conveyed the ministerial committee’s 
decision, cited smog, dense fog and adverse 
winter weather conditions during December 
and January, followed by the commence-
ment of Ramazan in February, as reasons for 
not holding the elections as scheduled. 
The letter said the cabinet’s ministerial com-
mittee had held its second meeting on Octo-
ber 5, during which it deliberated at length on 
the ECP’s draft election schedule. The com-
mittee discussed scenarios arising from the 
smog, dense fog and adverse winter weather 
conditions expected in Punjab during De-
cember and January, followed by Ramazan 
in February, the letter stated. It proposed 
holding the local government elections in 
phases to facilitate the effective deployment 
of election staff and security personnel.


