
Pakistan reaffirms
right to self-defence 

against terrorism

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has strongly re-
jected what it described as “baseless and 
unsubstantiated allegations” by the Afghan 
Taliban regime regarding civilian casualties 
linked to its counter-terrorism operations, 
reaffirming its commitment to defending 
its citizens against terrorist threats ema-
nating from across the border.
In a strongly worded statement, Pakistan 
said that disinformation and misleading nar-
ratives cannot conceal the threat posed by 
terrorist networks operating from Afghan 
territory. The statement emphasized that 
such allegations do not absolve the Afghan 
Taliban authorities of their responsibility 
to prevent Afghan soil from being used for 
planning, financing, and launching attacks 
against Pakistan. Islamabad highlighted 
the growing security challenges posed by 
militant groups based in Afghanistan, stat-
ing that terrorist attacks originating from 
across the border have resulted in more 
than 3,500 casualties in Pakistan during 
2026 alone. The government reiterated 
that protecting the lives and security of its 
citizens remains its foremost priority.
Pakistan further pointed to repeated reports 
by United Nations monitoring mechanisms, 
which have expressed concern over the pres-
ence of numerous terrorist organizations in 
Afghanistan. According to the statement, 
groups including Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), also known as Fitna al Khawar-
ij, the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), 
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ISLAMABAD: Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir taking part in talks with the Iranian leadership. 
The talks were held under the banner of Makkah Pact signatories. – DNA

The statement stressed that thousands of 
Pakistani civilians have lost their lives in terrorist 

attacks that were allegedly planned, funded, 
supported, and executed from Afghan soil

Taliban allegations baseless

Briefs

Egypt approves 
military support 
for Saudi Arabia

News Desk

CAIRO: Parliament authorised Egypt’s military on 
Monday to provide support to help defend Saudi Ara-
bia, parliamentarians said, and local media reported, a 
move that could push Cairo directly into the regional 
conflict that has expanded with intensified attacks by 
Yemen’s Houthis on the Gulf kingdom. President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi had asked parliament last week to 
approve defending its Gulf Arab ally and the world’s 
biggest oil exporter if Riyadh requests help against the 
Houthis, whose advances also threaten the strategic 
Bab al-Mandeb strait, a gateway to Egypt’s Suez Canal. 
The House of Representatives “approved authorising 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to take the necessary 
measures to support the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”, 
state newspaper Al-Ahram reported. Egypt has fre-
quently condemned Iranian attacks on Gulf countries 
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Iranian President
for unity among
regional states

DNA
TEHRAN: Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian on Mon-
day called for “regional unity” at a meeting in Tehran with 
representatives of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye, 
which recently signed the Makkah defence pact. “I hope 
that the presence of representatives of important and in-
fluential Islamic countries at this meeting will help further 
consolidate regional unity and cohesion,” Pezeshkian said, 
according to a statement shared on the presidential web-
site, urging Islamic countries to “stand together and adopt 
a coordinated position.. At the start of the meeting, Iran’s 
state broadcaster reported the meeting was bringing to-
gether Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye to discuss 
“regional cooperation, the US-Israeli aggression against 
Iran and its consequences”, among other topics.
Iran’s IRIB state broadcaster earlier shared a video of the 
meeting, saying the quadrilateral meeting on “regional se-
curity and stability” had begun. The video showed Chief of 
Defence Forces (CDF) and Chief of Army Staff Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir and Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi sitting 
with Iran’s president, Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
and security chief Mohsen Rezaei. The talks also included 
Saudi Defence Minister Prince Khalid bin Salman and Tur-
kiye’s intelligence chief, Ibrahim Kalin. Earlier in the day, 
Inter-Services Public Relations had confirmed that CDF 
Munir was visiting Tehran, but did not share any further de-
tails. State-run PressTV also shared pictures of the meeting.

Continued on Page 06

Saudi defense minister meets with Iranian president at  
Makkah pact talks in Tehran; CDF Munir had visited Iran 
last week. During the visit, Iranian leaders had conveyed 
that the US must take the first steps to rebuild trust, and 

that the acceptance of Tehran’s seven-point proposal 
could provide a starting point for renewed negotiations

Political 
parties warned 
against AI use 

to deceive 
voters

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) has proposed strin-
gent restrictions on political 
parties and candidates using 
artificial intelligence to de-
ceive voters, warning against 
deepfakes, manipulated con-
tent and AI-generated fake 
trends during elections.
The proposed amendments 
to the “Code of Conduct for 
Political Parties” bar parties, 
candidates, election agents 
and their supporters from 
creating or disseminating 
AI-generated or manipulat-
ed material likely to deceive 
voters about its authenticity 
or misrepresent a person’s 
words, actions or likeness. 
Under the proposed rules, 
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6 citizens 
sue Trump

News Desk

WASHINGTON: In the in-
creasingly bitter legal stand-
off between President Don-
ald Trump and media outlets 
whose reporting he dislikes, 
a new and crucial third party 
has emerged: citizens who 
watch and read the news 
and need it to do their jobs. 
A lawsuit filed Monday on 
behalf of six such citizens 
— effectively representing 
the audiences for the news 
media — argues that it’s not 
only the rights of news or-
ganizations that are violated 
when Trump bans them from 
White House premises. Even 
more fundamentally, the law-
suit argues, such bans violate 
the public’s right to inde-
pendent reporting about its 
president and government. 
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ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of 
Romania to Pakistan, Dr Dan Stoe-
nescu, met with Punjab Governor 
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan to 
discuss ways to further strength-
en relations between Romania 
and Pakistan, with a particular 
focus on cooperation at the local 
level. During the meeting, the 
two sides exchanged views on 
expanding trade opportunities, 
strengthening economic ties and 
promoting cultural exchanges 
between the two countries.
The discussions also explored 
prospects for closer engagement 
between local institutions and 
business communities, with an 
emphasis on encouraging greater 

interaction, friendship and mu-
tual understanding between the 
people of Romania and Pakistan. 
Ambassador Stoenescu expressed 
appreciation for the meeting and 
thanked the Punjab Governor for 
his kind invitation to visit the prov-
ince again. He also expressed his 
desire for further opportunities to 
advance cooperation and deepen 
ties between Romania and Paki-
stan. The governor said he was 
pleased to receive the Romanian 
ambassador adding both countries 
enjoyed excellent relations. He 
hoped, bilateral relations will fur-
ther be strengthened even in the 
days to come.  Both Pakistan and 
Romania maintain cordial rela-
tions. Both countries cooper-
ate with each other on various 
regional and world forums.

Romanian Ambassador meets 
Punjab Governor to boost ties

Ambassador Stoenescu expressed appreciation for 
the meeting and thanked the Punjab Governor 

for his kind invitation to visit the province again

Makkah pact meeting

China’s Communist 
Party elite gather for

governance talks
The fifth plenum comes ahead of a major 

party congress next year, where 73-year-old 
Xi is almost certain to secure a historic fourth 

term and oversee a leadership reshuffle
News Desk

BEIJING: China’s President Xi Jinping and 
other top leaders meet in Beijing on Monday 
at a key gathering watched closely for clues 
as to the country’s direction and future lead-
ership. Roughly 300 members of the ruling 
Communist Party’s Central Committee in 
attendance at the meeting, called the fifth 
plenum, will be looking to tighten discipline 
within their ranks, according to state media. 
That includes measures to reduce corrup-
tion and make cadres more effective and 
loyal. Little of the closed-door gathering, 
held under tight security, will be made 
known until it concludes on Thursday, but 
the timing of the meeting is crucial.
The fifth plenum comes ahead of a major 
party congress next year, where 73-year-
old Xi is almost certain to secure a histor-
ic fourth term and oversee a leadership 

reshuffle. Previous plenums have repre-
sented key moments for Xi to cement his 
authority. The Chinese leader has waged 
a 14-year campaign against corruption that 
has purged thousands of officials, including 
dozens of the Central Committee.
Yet he remains frustrated with cadres he 
deems are not implementing his orders.
State media published an article ahead of the 
plenum, based on a speech Xi gave in January 
in which he railed against “two-faced” officials 
who appear to comply with central directives 
but “inwardly resist,” pursue “individualism” 
and are “politically opportunistic.” Analysts 
told AFP that Xi is trying to maximize effi-
ciency and loyalty among cadres by imposing 
more supervision and rules. But as a result 
of his expansive purges, this year’s plenum 
is expected to have the lowest turnout since 
former leader Mao Zedong’s death in 1976. 
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Pakistan strongly 
condemns 

Houthi missile 
attacks on  

Saudi Arabia
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly 
condemns the Houthi ballistic 
missile attacks of 24 October 2026 
targeting the Makkah and Madinah 
regions of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, including areas in the 
vicinity of the Holy Sites. These 
reprehensible attacks constitute 
a grave violation of Saudi Arabia’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
and demonstrate a blatant disregard 
for the sanctity of  Islam’s holiest 
sites and the safety of civilians.
Pakistan reiterates its unwavering 
solidarity with the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and its firm commitment to 
the Makkah Alliance. Pakistan reaf-
firms its steadfast support for the 
security, stability and defence of the 
Kingdom, including the protection of 
the Two Holy Mosques, against any 
external aggression or threat. Paki-
stan also commends the vigilance 
and efficiency of Saudi air defense 
forces in countering the attacks.

Central 
bank raises 
policy rate 
by 50 pc
Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: The State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) on Mon-
day raised the key policy rate 
by 50 basis points to 12 per 
cent, its first increase since 
April as inflation, fuelled by 
high energy costs due to 
the Gulf conflict, remained 
above target. In a statement, 
the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) said it had de-
cided to increase the policy 
rate, with a majority decision 
of nine out of ten members. 
It noted that the “intensi-
fication in the Middle East 
conflict and low prospects 
of its near-term resolution” 
were keeping global energy 
prices at persistently el-
evated levels. “While the 
impact of this global shock 
on the domestic economy 
has remained contained so 
far amidst proactive mon-
etary policy adjustment.

Russia says 
open to mini 

ceasefires
dna

MOSCOW: Russia said 
Monday that it would not 
slow down its offensive on 
Ukraine despite upcoming 
US-brokered talks on ending 
the conflict but that it could 
agree local “humanitarian” 
ceasefires. The Kremlin said 
that it was open to short-
term “humanitarian” cease-
fires along the front line, 
ahead of a truce in the rav-
aged Russian-occupied city 
of Oleshky. A ceasefire is to 
start in the southern Ukrain-
ian city early Tuesday, bro-
kered by US First Lady Mel-
ania Trump after months of 
reports that residents faced 
dire food, water and medi-
cine shortages. Asked wheth-
er Russia would consider 
more local truces, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters: “For humani-
tarian purposes, absolutely.”
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Highlighting the risks posed by 
melting glaciers and glacial lake 
outburst floods, the minister re-
counted the destruction caused 
by the Shishper glacier-related 
disaster in Hasanabad, Hunza, 

where a long-established commu-
nity suffered extensive losses.

 
ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister for Climate Change Dr 
Musadik Malik on Monday called for international coop-
eration in glacier and mountain research, warning that 
the impacts of climate change on mountain regions could 
provide critical insights into risks facing other parts of the 
world in the coming years. Addressing a pre-COP31 dia-
logue, Dr Musadik Malik said that the world needed joint 
scientific research and coordinated efforts to understand 
changes in glaciers, mountain ecosystems and the global 
ice system. “The first hit is taken by the mountains,” the 
minister said, inviting the international community to col-

laborate with Pakistan on mountain research to better un-
derstand the consequences of climate change. He said that 
studying changes in mountain regions could help scientists 
anticipate potential impacts on plains and polar regions, 
including the Arctic, and prepare communities before they 
were exposed to similar risks. Musadik Malik proposed the 
establishment of a virtual Green University to facilitate 
international collaboration and research. He said Pakistan 
had already reached agreements with two countries and 
was seeking to expand the initiative through further in-
ternational partnerships. The proposed research, he said, 
should extend beyond the physical and scientific aspects 
of climate change to examine its social, economic and 
human consequences, including displacement, infant and 
child mortality, and maternal mortality. Highlighting the 
risks posed by melting glaciers and glacial lake outburst 
floods, the minister recounted the destruction caused by 
the Shishper glacier-related disaster in Hasanabad, Hunza, 
where a long-established community suffered extensive 
losses. He cited the experience of a resident, Zahra, whose 
family escaped the disaster, but lost livestock and essential 
community infrastructure. Recalling the account of a child 
whose childhood, she said, lay buried beneath the rubble 
of her home, Malik said glacier-related disasters could de-
stroy livelihoods and disrupt entire communities.—DNA

 Call for joint global 
research on glaciers’ risks

Japan envoy opens improved 
Link Road in Murree village

Ambassador Akamatsu congratulated Al Mezan Islamic Model School on the successful completion of the project despite 
challenging terrain and harsh weather conditions. He emphasized that access to safe and reliable basic infrastructure is 

essential to improving people’s lives and supporting sustainable development
 

DNA

Islamabad:  Mr. Akamatsu Shuichi, Ambassador of Japan to Paki-
stan, attended the Inauguration Ceremony held for “the Project for 
the Improvement of the Link Road in Village Numbal, Tehsil Mur-
ree, Punjab”. The project was implemented by Al Mezan Islamic 
Model School, an organization dedicated to supporting vulnerable 
communities in Pakistan through education, capacity building, and 
inclusive social development.  The Government of Japan, through 
its Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) 
Program, provided financial assistance of USD 64,528 for this pro-
ject. The inauguration ceremony was attended by Ms. Sidra Batool, 
District Education Officer of Murree, along with officials of the Em-
bassy of Japan, representatives of Al Mezan Islamic Model School, 
teachers, students, parents, and community members. 
Al Mezan Islamic Model School has successfully completed 
the construction of the road, which consists of a durable con-
crete link road and protective culverts over local water chan-
nels, replacing vulnerable dirt paths and improving resilience 
against f looding. Demonstrating strong local ownership, Al 
Mezan Islamic Model School and local residents contributed 
additional resources, including land valued at PKR 4.5 mil-
lion, technical supervision and local stone materials. 
This project responds to the urgent need for safe and reliable road 
access in Village Numbal, where inadequate infrastructure had long 
made daily travel difficult and posed serious risks, particularly dur-
ing emergencies. The newly improved road enables more than 500 
students to travel safely to school without having to cross flood-
prone stream beds. It also directly benefit 2,540 local residents by 
improving access to healthcare facilities and markets, making daily 
life safer and more convenient. 
In his address at the ceremony, Ambassador Akamatsu congrat-
ulated Al Mezan Islamic Model School on the successful comple-
tion of the project despite challenging terrain and harsh weather 
conditions. He emphasized that access to safe and reliable basic 
infrastructure is essential to improving people’s lives and support-
ing sustainable development. In particular, he highlighted the im-
portance of safe roads to schools in ensuring that every child has 
the opportunity to learn and build a better future.   Ambassador 

Akamatsu reaffirmed Japan’s commitment to supporting the sus-
tainable development of Pakistan and expressed his hope that this 

road would serve as a lasting symbol of the longstanding friendship and 
cooperation between Japan and Pakistan.

CDWP 
recommends Rs 

69.9b KP irrigation 
project to ECNEC

ISLAMABAD: The Central 
Development Working Par-
ty (CDWP), chaired by Fed-
eral Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special 
Initiatives Professor Ahsan 
Iqbal, on Monday approved 
10 development projects 
worth Rs40.915 billion and 
recommended three projects 
worth Rs172.25 billion to the 
Executive Committee of the 
National Economic Council 
(ECNEC) for consideration.
The projects cover key sec-
tors, including education, 
higher education, power, 
transport and communica-
tions, water resources and 
mass media, supporting the 
government’s URAAN Paki-
stan development agenda, a 
news release said.
In the water resources 
sector, the CDWP recom-

mended the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Resilient Irrigated 
Agriculture Livelihoods De-
velopment Project, worth 
Rs69.893 billion, to ECNEC.
The project aims to rehabil-
itate the Pehur Main Canal, 
construct the Mulkhow Irri-
gation Distribution System 
and extend the Pehur High 
Level Canal to improve irri-
gation facilities and support 
agricultural livelihoods in 
the province. The forum also 
recommended the Integrat-
ed Hill Torrent Management 
(Chachar-Mithawan) project, 
worth Rs85.342 billion, for 
Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajan-
pur districts of Punjab.
The project envisages mod-
ern irrigation systems, flood 
protection channels and 
improved water monitoring 
infrastructure.In the trans-

port sector, the CDWP rec-
ommended the improvement 
and widening of the 39-kilo-
metre Chakdara-Timergara 
section of National Highway 
N-45, costing Rs17.012 bil-
lion, to ECNEC. The project 
aims to improve connectivity 
with Dir and Chitral and facil-
itate trade and tourism.
Among the approved initia-
tives, the forum considered 
education projects, including 
the establishment of Daanish 
Schools in various regions 
and the federal capital, as 
well as youth development, 
sports and innovation pro-
grammes.The CDWP also 
approved initiatives for the 
revamping of Pakistan Tele-
vision Corporation, installa-
tion of a pilot Battery Energy 
Storage System at the 220 
kV Jhimpir-I Grid Station and 
construction of an eight-lane 
overhead bridge at Imamia 
Colony Railway Crossing in 
Shahdara, Lahore.
The Prime Minister’s Solar 
Scheme for Newly Merged 
Districts, worth Rs13.323 
billion, was also approved 
in principle and referred 
to ECNEC for considera-
tion.—DNA

Air quality monitoring stations 
planned in 23 Sindh districts

 
ISLAMABAD: The Sindh government has proposed a $7 million project to establish air 
quality monitoring stations across 23 districts under the World Bank’s Country Partner-
ship Framework (CPF) for Pakistan.
According to documents available with Wealth Pakistan, the proposed initiative, titled 
“Air Quality Monitoring Network for Air Quality Management Improvement in Sindh – 23 
Districts,” aims to strengthen the province’s capacity to monitor air pollution, generate 
reliable real-time environmental data and support evidence-based measures to address de-
teriorating air quality. According to the documents, the project envisages the installation 
and operation of 23 continuous air quality monitoring stations, along with the development 
of a real-time monitoring network and associated technical support systems. The estimat-
ed project cost stands at $7 million, while the Environment, Climate Change and Coastal 
Development Department (ECC&CDD), Sindh, would be the lead implementing agency, 
with the district administrations being partners in 
the proposed initiative. Under the project, the monitoring stations would be equipped 
to measure major air pollutants, including carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NO 
and NO2), sulphur dioxide (SO2), particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10), suspended par-
ticulate matter (SPM) and ground-level ozone (O3). In addition to measuring pollutants, 
the proposed network would record meteorological parameters to facilitate a more com-
prehensive assessment of air quality conditions across Sindh. The project also includes 
provisions for equipment calibration, data quality control, networking infrastructure and 
technical support systems to ensure the reliability and continuity of air quality monitoring.  
According to the documents, an existing Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring System 
(CAAQMS) scheme has already been initiated in Karachi, Hyderabad and Sukkur. However, the 
remaining districts require the installation of monitoring infrastructure.—APP

Fair,  just resolution 
of  Kashmir dispute  

indispensable: Gilani
ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Senate Syed Yousuf Raza 
Gilani has said that a just 
and fair resolution of the 
Kashmir dispute is indis-
pensable for establishing 
lasting peace, stability and 
prosperity in South Asia.
In his message on Kashmir 
Black Day, he urged the 
international community 
to play an effective role in 
fulfilling the promises made 
to the Kashmiri people and 
ensuring the implementa-
tion of relevant United Na-
tions resolutions.
The Chairman Senate said 
that October 27, 1947, re-
mains a dark and tragic day 
in the history of the Kash-
miri people, when Indian 
forces entered Jammu and 
Kashmir, disregarding the 
aspirations and wishes of 
its people.
He said that the day serves 
as a solemn reminder of 
the Kashmiri people’s 

prolonged struggle, unpar-
alleled sacrifices and un-
wavering commitment to 
achieving their inalienable 
right to self-determination.
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani 
stated that the Kashmir 
dispute remains a key pillar 
of Pakistan’s foreign policy 
and is fundamentally linked 
to the establishment of 
peace in the region.
He emphasized that the 
Kashmiri people must be 
allowed to determine their 
own future freely. Despite 
the use of force, restric-
tions and persistent con-
cerns over human rights, 
he said, the Kashmiri peo-
ple continue their struggle, 
demonstrating remarkable 
courage, resilience and 
steadfastness.
The Chairman Senate ob-
served that India’s actions 
of August 5, 2019, raised 
serious questions regarding 
the constitutional status of 

Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK) and the fundamental 
rights of its people.
He reiterated Pakistan’s 
rejection of these actions 
and reaffirmed its princi-
pled position that a sus-
tainable resolution of the 
Kashmir dispute must be 
based on the aspirations 
of the Kashmiri people and 
the relevant United Nations 
resolutions.
Paying tribute to the mar-
tyrs of the Kashmir free-
dom movement, the Chair-
man Senate said that their 
sacrifices constitute an 
unforgettable chapter in 
the history of the Kashmiri 
people.
He affirmed that Pakistan’s 
Parliament, political leader-
ship and people would con-
tinue to support the right to 
self-determination of their 
Kashmiri brothers and sis-
ters.—APP

Kohistani 
lauds govt’s 

efforts to 
promote 

peace 
ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Religious Affairs 
and Interfaith Harmony 
Kheal Das Kohistani, on 
Monday, lauded Pakistan’s 
efforts for mediating role be-
tween two international pow-
ers at a time when the region 
was facing the threat of war.
Talking to the media outside 
Parliament House, he credit-
ed Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and Chief of the Army 
Staff and Chief of Defence 
Forces (COAS & CDF) Field 
Marshal Asim Munir efforts 
for Pakistan’s role in promot-
ing global peace, which he 
said was being appreciated 
worldwide.
Kohistani expressed confi-
dence that Pakistan’s efforts 
would help prevent conflict 
in the region.
Responding to a question, 
he expressed optimism that 
administrative affairs in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) were 
better than those in Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-
led provincial government, 
which, he said, had damaged 
the province and failed to fo-
cus on public welfare.—APP

Award, 
certificate 

distribution 
ceremony 

held 
SUKKUR: In connection 
with World Polio Day, an 
award and certificate distri-
bution ceremony was held 
at the conference hall of the 
Deputy Commissioner’s Of-
fice here on Monday. The 
ceremony was chaired by 
Sukkur Commissioner Abid 
Saleem Qureshi.
The ceremony was attended 
by Deputy Commissioner 
Sukkur Nadir Shehzad Khan, 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioners Tanveer Ahmed and 
Majid Ali Mako, Director 
Health Services Sukkur Dr. 
Farrukh Bhunbhro, District 
Health Officer (DHO) Suk-
kur Dr. Ali Gul Shah, World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
representative Dr. Jameel 
Ahmed, Assistant Commis-
sioners Bushra Mansoor and 
Sara Faraz, Deputy District 
Health Officer (DDHO) Suk-
kur, taluka focal persons, 
District Task Force (DTF) 
and District Emergency 
Operations Centre (DEOC) 
teams, Union Council Medi-
cal Officers (UCMOs), Area 
In-Charges (AICs), and 
frontline workers.
During the ceremony, 
shields and certificates 
were presented to the 
best-performing assistant 
commissioners, UCMOs, 
AICs, and frontline work-
ers in recognition of their 
valuable contributions to 
polio eradication. Cash 
prizes were also awarded 
by Deputy Commissioner 
Nadir Shehzad Khan to 
outstanding polio work-
ers in recognition of their 
dedication, hard work, and 
commitment._APP

Over 16,000 
women, girls 
go missing 

in IIOJK since 
2019

 
ISLAMABAD: At least 16,397 
women and girls, including 
minors, have gone missing 
in Indian illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir  (IIO-
JK) since 2019, with 4,271 
still untraced, raising serious 
concerns about their safety 
under Indian occupation.
 The data was accessed 
through an RTI application 
filed with the IIOJK Home 
Department. The figures 
show that 14,593 adult wom-
en went missing in IIOJK be-
tween 2019 and June 2026.
Of them, 11,338 were traced, 
while 3,255 remain missing. 
Similarly, 1,804 minor girls 
went missing between 2019 
and August 2026. While 788 
were traced, 1,016 remain 
missing.
2025 worst year for women 
safety Overall, 12,126 of the 
16,397 missing women and 
girls were traced, leaving 
more than 26 per cent of cas-
es unresolved. The number 
of missing adult women stood 
at 1,388 in 2019 and 1,398 in 
2020 before rising to 1,854 
in 2021. The figure dipped 
slightly to 1,766 in 2022, but 
witnessed sharp increase in 
subsequent year, when 2,242 
women were reported miss-
ing.
 Official records show that 
2025 recorded highest num-
ber of missing adult women 
at 2,595 cases. Of these, 2102 
were traced, while 493 re-
main untraced.
A similar trend was observed 
among minor girls. While 150 
girls were reported missing 
in 2019, the number dropped 
to 122 in 2020 before increas-
ing to 221 in 2021 and 249 
in 2022. The cases further 
rose to 261 in 2023, before 
dropping to 226 in 2024 and 
reaching 289 in 2025. Among 
girls below 18 years of age, 
2025 recorded 289 missing 
cases, with 166 still untraced. 
This year, up to August, 286 
girls were reported missing, of 
whom 158 remain untraced. 
The figures are particularly 
worrying because more than 
half of all missing minor girl 
cases reported since 2019 re-
main unresolved. 
 As per Crime Records Bureau 
data for 2024, IIOJK recorded 
1,202 cases pertaining to kid-
napping, abducting or inducing 
women to compel them for 
marriage. 
Observers and rights activ-
ists say Indian army and its 
backed NGOs are exploiting 
conflict-hit psychological men-
tality of womenfolk, luring 
women and girls in name of 
jobs and other incentives, tak-
ing them to New Delhi and 
other Indian cities, where they 
are forced into labour jobs, 
forced marriages, and other 
immoral activities. Hurriyat 
leadership and religious schol-
ars have sought intervention 
of international community for 
settlement of Kashmir dispute 
to put an end to such exploita-
tion in the conflict-hit terri-
tory, warning that continued 
occupation and unresolved 
political uncertainty is push-
ing vulnerable sections.—APP

The public is informed 
that the Serial / Certifi-
cate Number 901187 Roll 
Number 189233 DAE 
Mechanical Technology 
Second Annual 2018 is-
sued in my name by Pun-
jab Board of Technical Ed-
ucation Lahore has been 
lost somewhere. If anyone 
finds it, please send it to 
the following address.
Name: Umar Waheed 
Parentage Waheed Gul  
Address: House No. 
230/10, Street No. 08, 
Bakra Mandi, Allama 
Iqbal Road, District 
Rawalpindi.
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Smooth traffic 
flow ordered 
during rush 

hours
ISLAMABAD: Chief Traffic 
Officer (CTO) Islamabad, 
Kainat Azhar Khan visited 
major roads and busy inter-
sections across the federal 
capital on Monday and di-
rected traffic police officials 
to ensure smooth traffic 
flow, particularly during rush 
hours.
An Islamabad Traffic Police 
(ITP) official told that the 
CTO Kianat inspected traf-
fic arrangements on various 
roads and received a detailed 
briefing from officers on the 
overall traffic situation and 
measures taken to manage 
traffic congestion.
During the visit, she directed 
the officers to adopt an effec-
tive strategy to maintain un-
interrupted traffic movement 
during peak hours. The CTO 
kianat ordered the deploy-
ment of traffic personnel at 
major roads, intersections 
and diversion points to en-
sure proper traffic manage-
ment and facilitate motorists.
She also directed officers to 
closely monitor areas facing 
heavy traffic pressure and 
take timely measures to pre-
vent congestion.
Kainat said all available re-
sources should be utilised 
to protect citizens from traf-
fic jams and minimise travel 
difficulties. She warned that 
unnecessary obstructions to 
traffic movement would not 
be tolerated and directed 
traffic personnel to remain 
alert and perform their du-
ties efficiently, especially 
during rush hours.—APP

NPC special 
discount at 
Excel Labs 

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Press Club (NPC) Islamabad 
has announced that Excel 
Labs will offer an exclusive 
discount package to its mem-
bers, employees and their 
families on diagnostic servic-
es. According to NPC, Excel 
Labs will provide up to 35 
percent discount on Pathology 
services and up to 25 percent 
discount on Radiology servic-
es under the special arrange-
ment. The initiative is aimed 
at facilitating journalists and 
press club staff with affordable 
and quality healthcare. Excel 
Labs, known for its slogan 
“Accurate Results make all the 
difference,” is extending the 
offer under its commitment to 
trusted diagnostics, accurate 
results and better healthcare.
The discount covers a wide 
range of laboratory tests and 
advanced imaging facilities, 
ensuring that the press club 
community can access relia-
ble medical testing at reduced 
rates. Office-bearers of NPC 
Islamabad welcomed the col-
laboration, terming it a wel-
fare-oriented step for the jour-
nalist community that often 
works under demanding field 
conditions. Excel Labs said 
the partnership reflects its 
mission of “Your Health, Our 
Priority” and its continued 
efforts to expand accessible 
healthcare services to pro-
fessional communities across 
the country.—APP

03

CDA chief directs E-12 
uplift work acceleration 

Citizens have widely appreciated the CDA’s efforts to retrieve valuable state land 
and accelerate development activities in Sector E-12. Members of the public have 

acknowledged these initiatives as important steps towards safeguarding public 
property, promoting planned urban development and improving residential facilities

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA), Sohail Ashraf, visit-
ed Sector E-12 to review the latest pace and 
progress of ongoing development work in 
Sector E-12 following the historic retrieval 
of 1,135 kanals of valuable state land worth 
billions of rupees after 40 years through 
action against illegal encroachments and 
unauthorised occupation.
The Member Planning, Director General 
(Works), CDA, Chief Executive Officer, 
MCI, Deputy Director General (Enforce-
ment), CDA, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (General), Project Director and 
the concerned Assistant Commissioner 
also accompanied the Chairman during 
the visit. During the visit, the Chairman 
CDA reviewed the latest progress of on-
going development work and directed the 
concerned officers to accelerate work 
and ensure the timely completion of sec-
tor development work in accordance with 
the prescribed timelines and approved 
development plans. He emphasised that 
the development of sectors across Is-
lamabad remains one of the topmost 
priorities of the CDA, in line with the di-
rections of Federal Minister for Interior 
Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi.
The historic retrieval of 1,135 kanals of 
valuable state land marks a significant 
achievement in protecting public assets 
and countering illegal encroachments 
and unauthorised occupation. The re-
covery of this land has paved the way 

for planned development and the provi-
sion of essential infrastructure and civic 
amenities for residents.
Citizens have widely appreciated the 
CDA’s efforts to retrieve valuable state 
land and accelerate development activi-
ties in Sector E-12. Members of the pub-
lic have acknowledged these initiatives 
as important steps towards safeguarding 

public property, promoting planned urban 
development and improving residential fa-
cilities. Citizens have also appreciated the 
Authority’s continued focus on infrastruc-
ture development, improvement of road 
networks, rehabilitation of public spaces, 
parks, landscaping and other civic ameni-
ties across Islamabad.
 The Chairman CDA Sohail Ashraf reiter-

ated that sector development is among the 
Authority’s highest priorities and that all 
available resources are being utilised to 
expedite ongoing projects. He directed the 
concerned officers to maintain close coor-
dination, address any impediments to de-
velopment and ensure that work proceeds 
at the required pace without compromising 
quality and approved standards.
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Hospitals
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Islamabad 
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Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
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TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town............5773343
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HEC offers PhD 
scholarships in US 

Top 100 varsities
ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC) of Pakistan has an-
nounced fully funded PhD 
scholarships in the United 
States under the US-Pakistan 
Knowledge Corridor Project, 
offering Pakistani scholars the 
opportunity to pursue doctor-
al studies in the Top 100 QS 
World-Ranked Universities. 
According to the announce-
ment shared by HEC , the 

scholarships are divided into 
two categories. For admissions 
in the Top 50 universities, the 
scholarship will cover full tui-
tion fee along with an annual 
stipend of USD 19,000 and 
USD 2,000 for health insur-
ance. For universities ranked 
51 to 100, the scholarship 
offers tuition fee up to USD 
12,000 per year, along with 
stipend and health insurance 
coverage. HEC has set two 

deadlines for applications. For 
Spring/Summer 2027 intake, 
the last date to apply is Octo-
ber 30, 2026, while for Fall 
2027 intake, applications 
will be accepted till March 
30, 2027. Interested candi-
dates have been advised to 
apply online through HEC’s 
scholarship portal at http://
scholarship.hec.gov.pk. 
Further details regarding 
eligibility criteria, fields 
of study, and application 
procedure are available at 
http://www.hec.gov.pk/site/
US-PAK-KC. The US-Pakistan 
Knowledge Corridor Project 
was launched as a flagship 
initiative to strengthen aca-
demic linkages between the 
two countries.—APP

SDPI to host SDC at AIOU
ISLAMABAD: The Sustainable Develop-
ment Policy Institute (SDPI) will organize 
its 29th Sustainable Development Con-
ference (SDC) from November 2-5, 2026 
at Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU), 
Islamabad. The theme of this year’s con-
ference is “Rethinking Development in an 
Age of Disruption” which will bring togeth-
er diverse voices to rethink development 
through three defining priorities including 
Economy, Environment and Equity.
According to organizers, the conference 
will serve as a platform for policymakers, 
researchers, academics, private sector, civ-
il society and international experts to de-
liberate on emerging challenges and inno-
vative solutions for resilient and inclusive 
development.
Running alongside SDC 2026 will be the 
4th Sustainability Investment Expo (SIE 
2026), focused on “Connecting Ideas, In-
vestment and Impact for Resilient Develop-

ment.” The Expo aims to bridge the gap be-
tween ideas and investment by showcasing 
sustainable solutions and fostering partner-
ships for impact-driven development.
The four-day mega event will feature ple-
nary sessions, panel discussions, research 
presentations and networking opportu-
nities focusing on climate change, green 
economy, social justice, sustainable finance 
and technological transformation.
SDPI said registration for the conference is 
now open and interested participants can 
register through the official link: https://
sdpi.org/sd-conference/rethinking-develop-
ment-in-an-age-of-disruption/register-mem-
ber.
The Institute has invited students, re-
searchers, development practitioners and 
stakeholders to be part of the conversation 
shaping what comes next.
The event is being organized in collabora-
tion with AIOU.—DNA

Amir calls 
for UN action 

on IIOJK
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs Amir 
Muqam on Monday called on the United Nations to imple-
ment its resolutions on Jammu and Kashmir and ensure 
the right to self-determination for the Kashmiri people.
Speaking at a press conference in Islamabad alongside 
Hurriyat leader Ghulam Safi and Coordinator to the Prime 
Minister on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan, Shabbir 
Usmani, the minister said October 27 would continue to 
be observed as a Black Day in protest against what he de-
scribed as Indian oppression and human rights violations 
in occupied Jammu and Kashmir. Amir Muqam said Indian 
forces entered Srinagar on October 27, 1947, marking the 
beginning of a long period of suffering for the Kashmiri 
people. He said the people of Kashmir continued to strug-
gle for their basic rights and the right to decide their fu-
ture. He said India claimed to be a champion of democracy 
but denied the people of Kashmir their fundamental rights 
and freedoms. Despite the hardships, he added, Kashmiris 
remained determined to achieve their right to self-deter-
mination. The minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s support for 
the Kashmiri people and urged the United Nations to im-
plement its resolutions and ensure an end to human rights 
violations in the region. He said a major rally would be held 
in Islamabad on October 27, with people from different 
walks of life expected to participate. He also urged the pub-
lic to join rallies across the country to express solidarity 
with Kashmiris. Amir Muqam said the government was 
working to pass resolutions in the National Assembly and 
Senate condemning alleged atrocities in occupied Kash-
mir. He added that lasting peace in the region could not 
be achieved without resolving the Kashmir issue. Hurriyat 
leader Ghulam Safi thanked the government and people of 
Pakistan for supporting the Kashmiri cause. He said the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir had the right to decide their 
future through a plebiscite and rejected India’s claim that 
Kashmir was an integral part of the country. Safi said ral-
lies and demonstrations on October 27 would highlight the 
Kashmir issue before the international community.—DNA

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

October 
Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of 
Korea

Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of 
Korea

National Foundation 
Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day

Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United 
Nations

United Nations Day

Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day

Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmeni-
stan

Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech  
Republic

National Day

Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day

Pharmacists 
to undergo 

strict licence 
checks

ISLAMABAD: The Phar-
macy Services and Drug 
Control (PS&DC) depart-
ment of Islamabad Capital 
Territorry (ICT) has direct-
ed pharmacists and other 
qualified persons applying 
for drug sale licences to 
disclose their existing and 
previous professional en-
gagements across Pakistan.
The body warned that strict 
legal action will be taken 
on submitting false declara-
tions or concealment of in-
formation, official sources 
said. According to an advi-
sory issued by PS&DC, ap-
plicants seeking drug sale 
licences in Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory (ICT) must 
truthfully disclose any exist-
ing or previous professional 
engagements linked to drug 
sale licences issued any-
where in the country. The 
department said it would 
verify the information pro-
vided by applicants through 
cross-checking records with 
relevant drug regulatory 
authorities and Pharmacy 
Councils. It warned that 
concealment of information, 
misrepresentation, false dec-
larations or unlawful multiple 
professional engagements 
could lead to legal and regula-
tory action under applicable 
laws._APP

Pak, explore 
publishing, 

literary coop
ISLAMABAD: National Book 
Foundation (NBF), Ministry 
of Federal Education and 
Professional Training, Gov-
ernment of Pakistan, held a 
meeting with Jamila, a repre-
sentative of Azerbaijan’s Ga-
dim Gala Publishing House, 
on the sidelines of the Baku 
International Book Fair 
2026. The meeting focused 
on exploring opportunities 
for literary cooperation, 
book publishing, and intro-
ducing Azerbaijani literature 
to Pakistani readers.During 
the meeting, Jamila shared 
details of five psychological 
novels published by her pub-
lishing house and expressed 
her interest in introducing 
these works to the Pakistani 
market, said a message re-
ceived here on Monday. As 
an initial step towards col-
laboration, she presented the 
novel This City Is Empty by 
Azerbaijani novelist Rovshan 
Abdullaoglu to the National 
Book Foundation for consid-
eration as a potential publi-
cation in Pakistan. The NBF 
representative welcomed the 
proposal and informed her that 
the submitted novel would be 
placed before the Foundation’s 
competent board for review 
and consideration. —APP
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ISLAMABAD: The United States (US) remained the 
top export destination of Pakistani products during 
the quarter of the current fiscal year 2026-27, fol-
lowed by China and the United Kingdom (UK).
The US remained the largest market for Pakistani 
products, with exports totalling US$1.716 billion, 
compared with US$1.643 billion in the correspond-
ing quarter of last year, showing a growth of 4.44 per 
cent, according to data released by the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP). This was followed by China, where-
in Pakistan exported goods worth US $663.567 mil-
lion against the exports of US $562.560 million last 
year, showing an increase of 17.95 per cent. UK was 
the third-largest export destination, where Pakistan 
exported products worth US $612.305 million dur-
ing the period under review, against exports of US 
$574.171 million, SBP data revealed. 
Among other countries, Pakistani exports to the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) stood at US $572.624 million 
against US $492.167 million last year, while exports 
to Germany were recorded at US $389.116 million 

against US $446.100 million last year, data said.
During July-September 2026-27, the exports to Hol-
land were recorded at $370.005 million against 
$381.752 million, whereas exports to Italy stood at 
$298.731 million against $326.460 million.
Pakistan’s exports to Spain were recorded at $154.244 
million against US $383.122 million last year, while 
exports to Sweden were recorded at $72.189 million 
against $ 46.259 million last year.
The exports to Bangladesh stood at US $174.776 mil-
lion against US $180.114 million.
Similarly, the exports to France during the period 
under review were recorded at US $136.030 million 
against US $136.686 million, while the exports to 
Belgium stood at US $127.431 million against US 
$137.871 million. 
Pakistan’s exports to Saudi Arabia were recorded at 
US $168.188 million during the current year, com-
pared to US $160.304 million last year, whereas ex-
ports to Turkiye stood at US $57.712 million against 
US $47.582 million.—DNA

US, China, UK, top 3 
destinations of  exports

akistan’s exports to Saudi Arabia were recorded at US $168.188 
million during the current year, compared to US $160.304 million 
last year, whereas exports to Turkiye stood at US $57.712 million 

against US $47.582 million 

Briefs
Traffic 

diversions at 
Khanna Pul, 

Lehtrar Road 
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) has an-
nounced traffic diversions 
at Khanna Pul and Lehtrar 
Road from Monday until 
further orders due to on-
going construction work, 
advising motorists to use 
alternative routes to avoid 
inconvenience. An ITP of-
ficial told that traffic head-
ing towards Tramri Chowk, 
Lehtrar Road and Ali Pur 
should use Faizabad, Rawal 
Dam Chowk and Park Road 
as alternative routes.
Similarly, motorists trav-
elling from Khanna Pul 
towards the Islamabad Ex-
pressway have been advised 
to use Ghauri Town Link 
Road.  The official said the 
diversions would remain in 
place until further orders to 
facilitate construction work 
and manage traffic move-
ment in the affected areas. 
Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) 
Islamabad advised citizens 
to allow an additional 20 to 
25 minutes for their jour-
neys and plan their travel 
accordingly.—APP
 

IGP orders 
improved 

monitoring, 
field operations
ISLAMABAD: Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Is-
lamabad Muhammad Sohail 
Chaudhry visited the mod-
ern Command, Control, 
Communication and Coor-
dination (4C) Centre and 
directed officers to further 
improve monitoring sys-
tems and field operations to 
strengthen policing in the 
federal capital.
An official told  on Monday 
that the IGP Sohail was 
briefed on the centre’s ad-
vanced monitoring system, 
supervision of field police 
personnel, emergency re-
sponse arrangements and 
the use of artificial intelli-
gence (AI) technology.
During the visit, the IGP 
Sohail reviewed the centre’s 
working and the use of mod-
ern technology in monitoring 
police activities and coor-
dinating field operations. 
He directed the concerned 
officers to further improve 
the monitoring system and 
strengthen coordination with 
field police teams to ensure 
an effective response to 
emergencies.—APP 

IRSA releases 
76,700 cusecs 

water
 
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Monday released 76,700 
cusecs of water from var-
ious rim stations with an 
inflow of 57,500 cusecs.  
 According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, the water 
level in the River Indus 
at Tarbela Dam stood at 
1514.78 feet, which was 
112.78 feet higher than the 
dead level of 1402.00 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam were recorded as 
29,800 cusecs and 40,000 
cusecs respectively. 
The water level in the 
Jhelum River at Mangla 
Dam was 1196.90 feet, 
which was 146.90 feet high-
er than its dead level of 
1,050 feet. The inflow and 
outflow of water were re-
corded as 7,000 cusecs and 
16,000 cusecs, respectively. 
The release of water at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa, Guddu, and 
Sukkur was recorded as 
52,400, 46,300, 37,100, and 
17,400 cusecs, respectively. 
Similarly, from River Kabul, 
a total of 11,500 cusecs of 
water was released at Now-
shera, and 3,400 cusecs 
were released from River 
Chenab at Marala.—APP
 

IGP  orders 
early completion 
of pending tasks
 
ISLAMABAD :Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Is-
lamabad Muhammad Sohail 
Chaudhry chaired a meet-
ing with branch in-charges 
of Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) Police to review 
progress on assigned tasks 
and directed them to im-
prove performance and 
ensure early completion of 
pending work. An ICT Po-
lice official told  on Mon-
day that the IGP reviewed 
the progress made by dif-
ferent branches on tasks 
assigned to them and is-
sued instructions for fur-
ther improvement in their 
working.—APP

FCCP seeks 
replies over 
21 delay plot 

allotment
 
ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Constitutional Court of Pa-
kistan (FCCP) has sought 
replies from the Estab-
lishment Division and the 
Federal Government Em-
ployees Housing Authority 
(FGEHA) over the non-al-
lotment of a government 
plot to a former employee, 
Madh Hussain, despite the 
passage of 21 years.
 A two-member bench, 
headed by Justice Hassan 
Azhar Rizvi and comprising 
Justice Rozi Khan Barrech, 
heard the case on Monday.
During the hearing, Justice 
Hassan Azhar Rizvi ques-
tioned why the FGEHA was 
not recognizing Madh Hus-
sain as a government em-
ployee when, according to 
a letter from the Establish-
ment Secretary, he was a 
civil servant. He also asked 
how the housing authori-
ty could disregard a letter 
from the Cabinet Secretary.
The authority’s counsel 
contended that Madh Hus-
sain was not a government 
employee but had worked 
for the board of Heavy In-
dustries Taxila.
The court issued notices to 
the Establishment Division, 
FGEHA and the Attorney 
General’s Office, seeking 
their responses over the 
failure to allot the plot.
Madh Hussain served from 
1977 to 2005, but the mat-
ter of allotment of his gov-
ernment plot remains unre-
solved.—APP

POL import 
bill up by 
6.50 % to 
$4.02 b

ISLAMABAD: The imports 
of the overall petroleum 
group decreased by 6.50 
percent during the first 
quarter of the current fis-
cal year, as compared to 
the corresponding period 
of last year, the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
reported.
The total imports of the 
petroleum group during 
July-September (2026-
27) were recorded at 
$4,020.371 million against 
imports of $3,775.034 mil-
lion during last year.
Among the petroleum 
group, the imports of pe-
troleum products increased 
by 11.58 percent, from $ 
1,395.647 million last July 
to $ 1,557.223 during the 
period under review.  
The imports of petroleum 
crude also increase by 23.10 
percent, from $1,428.318 
million to $1,758.192 mil-
lion and liquefied petrole-
um gas (LPG), imports of 
which grew by 21.83 per-
cent from $235.218 million 
to $286.559 million. How-
ever, the imports of Liq-
uified Natural Gas (LNG) 
declined by 41.56 percent, 
from $715.793 last year to 
$418.337 this year.—APP

Al-Shifa Trust to revive Gulf chapter 
with Qatar Charity partnership

The proposed collaboration could widen access to specialist eye care for Somali patients who might 
otherwise struggle to afford treatment. It could also help Pakistani medical professionals develop spe-

cialised skills through international training and exchange opportunities

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospital 
is stepping up its international outreach, 
seeking a partnership with Qatar Charity 
to provide free eye treatment to Somali 
patients, support a planned eye care and 
research centre in Lahore and expand 
medical training opportunities.
The initiative emerged during a four-day 
networking visit to Doha by Al-Shifa Trust 
President Maj. Gen. (Retd) Rehmat Khan 
and his delegation, which also discussed 
reviving the Trust’s Gulf Chapter in Qa-
tar to strengthen fundraising and engage-
ment with overseas Pakistanis.
During a meeting with Mr. Jassim Mo-
hammed Al-Sumaiti, Qatar Charity’s 
general supervisor for Pakistan, the two 
sides explored potential cooperation in 
healthcare, human resource development 
and professional training. Al-Sumaiti ap-
preciated the Trust’s humanitarian mis-
sion to prevent blindness and expressed 
interest in supporting its work across 
multiple areas.
Under the proposed arrangement for 
Somali patients, Qatar Charity would fi-
nance the entire cost of their treatment. 
President Al-Shifa Trust also proposed an 
arrangement to facilitate patients from 
Qatar on a 50-50 cost-sharing model.
The talks also covered support for the 
Trust’s planned eye care and research 
centre in Lahore, training for doctors and 
a possible nurse exchange programme. 
Qatar Charity representatives indicated 
that they might visit Pakistan in Novem-
ber, ahead of Ramadan, while the Trust 
prioritised follow-up discussions with the 
charity’s Islamabad office.
The proposed collaboration could widen 

access to specialist eye care for Somali 
patients who might otherwise struggle 
to afford treatment. It could also help 
Pakistani medical professionals develop 
specialised skills through international 
training and exchange opportunities.
During the visit, the delegation met 
representatives of Weill Cornell Medi-
cine-Qatar, Pakistan’s ambassador to Qa-
tar, Pakistan Welfare Forum Qatar and the 

Pakistan Business Forum Qatar to explore 
opportunities for institutional cooperation 
and fundraising.
Members of the Pakistan Welfare Forum 
highlighted limited awareness of Al-Shifa 
Trust among Pakistanis, underscoring the 
need for stronger outreach to the diaspo-
ra. The attendees appreciated the noble 
humanitarian work of Al-Shifa Trust and 
explored ideas to advance its mission on 

multilateral fronts and through networking 
with like-minded individuals. The commu-
nity also expressed their keen support to 
collaborate in order to propagate Al-Shifa 
Trust’s message in Qatar and beyond.
The proposed international support could 
help ease financial pressures on the Trust 
as inflation and rupee depreciation have 
raised the cost of imported medical equip-
ment and hospital operations.

Naqvi  pays tribute to Nishan-e-
Haider recipient Naik Saif Ali 

 ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
on Monday paid tribute to Naik Saif Ali Janjua Shaheed, 
recipient of Nishan-e-Haider, on his 78th martyrdom 
anniversary, recalling his role in stopping the enemy’s 
advance on the Pir Kalewa front in 1948. 
The minister said Naik Saif Ali Janjua had written an un-
forgettable chapter in history by resisting the enemy’s 
attack and setting an example of courage and bravery.
Naqvi said the sacrifices of martyrs were an impor-
tant part of the country’s national history. He added 
that those who laid down their lives in defence of the 
homeland were the nation’s true heroes. The interior 
minister said the sacrifice made by Naik Saif Ali Janjua 
would continue to serve as an example for generations 

to come. He said the soldier’s firm commitment to sacri-
ficing his life for the country remained alive and contin-
ued to inspire the nation.
Naqvi said Naik Saif Ali Janjua’s sacrifice continued to 
give determination and strength to the spirit of every 
soldier. He said servicemen such as Naik Saif Ali Janjua 
were a source of pride for Pakistan’s armed forces.
The minister said the name of Naik Saif Ali Janjua would 
always remain alive in the country’s history.
On the occasion of his 78th martyrdom anniversary, the 
interior minister reiterated that the sacrifices of those 
who gave their lives for the country would continue to 
inspire future generations and strengthen the resolve of 
the armed forces to defend the homeland.—APP

National Savings 
mobilises Rs 600b, 

targets Rs1.53t 
ISLAMABAD: The Central Directorate of National Savings (CDNS) has mobilised Rs600 billion between July 
1 and October 15, meeting its target for the period and setting the stage for an ambitious Rs1.53 trillion re-
source mobilisation goal for the current fiscal year. The strong start to fiscal year 2026-27 reflects sustained 
demand for government-backed savings instruments, as the institution seeks to expand its investor base 
and strengthen domestic savings, according to of f icial sources. The annual target is part of the gov-
ernment’s broader ef forts to channel household savings into formal investment avenues while provid-
ing citizens with accessible options for f inancial planning. CDNS is also pursuing measures to improve 
operational ef f iciency and broaden the reach of its savings products. Expanding Shariah-compliant 
investment opportunities remains another key priority. The institution has been increasing its focus on Is-
lamic financial products to attract investors seeking savings instruments that conform to Islamic principles. 
For fiscal year 2025-26, CDNS had set a target of Rs60 billion for Islamic savings instruments, reflecting its 
efforts to strengthen its presence in the growing Islamic finance segment.
In fiscal year 2024-25, the institution had fixed an overall mobilisation target of Rs1.65 trillion, including Rs170 
billion for Islamic finance investments, as part of its strategy to diversify investment options and encourage 
participation in formal savings schemes. CDNS has maintained a strong mobilisation record in recent years. It 
exceeded its Rs1.7 trillion target in fiscal year 2023-24 by mobilising Rs1.742 trillion, while achieving its Rs1.6 
trillion target in fiscal year 2022-23. In fiscal year 2021-22, the institution initially set a mobilisation target of 
Rs1.3 trillion, which was subsequently revised upward to Rs1.4 trillion amid favourable market conditions and 
improved resource mobilisation. Officials attributed the institution’s performance to institutional reforms, im-
proved service delivery and measures aimed at making National Savings products more accessible to investors.
As CDNS moves towards its Rs1.53 trillion target for fiscal year 2026-27, expanding its investor base, diversi-
fying savings instruments and improving digital services are expected to remain central to its strategy.
The latest capital figures highlight the institution’s role in promoting domestic savings and directing financial re-
sources towards government-backed investment instruments.—APP

CDC, EClear 
expand 

collaboration  
ISLAMABAD: The Central Depository Company of Paki-
stan Limited (CDC) and EClear Services Limited are ex-
panding their collaboration to introduce advanced digital 
payment and investor verification services in Pakistan’s 
capital market under CDC’s Raast Aggregator framework.
The collaboration builds on CDC’s implementation of Raast 
Person-to-Person (P2P) and Static QR Code services, ena-
bling customers of capital market entities to transfer funds 
conveniently for trading, investment and other purposes.
Building on the P2P mechanism, CDC has become the first 
institution to extend Raast Person-to-Merchant (P2M) pay-
ment solutions and Raast-based IBAN-CNIC validation ser-
vices to Pakistan’s capital market. EClear Services is set to be-
come the first institution in Pakistan’s stock market to adopt 
Raast P2M Request to Pay Later (RTPL) and Dynamic QR 
Code use cases. These solutions will provide more convenient 
and efficient ways to initiate, manage and collect payments, 
with potential applications across various broker operations. 
One such application is the automation of debit and margin 
calls by EClear’s connected Trading Only (TO) brokers, offer-
ing a more streamlined alternative to conventional payment 
collection processes. The initiative highlights how digital 
payments and verification services can improve operational 
efficiency for capital market participants. By adopting these 
services, institutions can improve payment collection work-
flows, reduce manual intervention and provide investors 
with a more seamless experience. Speaking on the occa-
sion, CDC Chief Executive Officer Badiuddin Akber said 
CDC was the first capital market institution to connect with 
the State Bank of Pakistan’s Raast system. —APP
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America’s Midterms: 
Every Candidate 

“Dangerous”
Qamar Bashir

W ATCHING television in Michigan, I hear one election advertisement af-
ter another describe an opposing candidate as dangerous. The names 

change, the parties change, but the warning remains. Across the advertise-
ments I encounter, nobody seems to be spared. If these campaigns are to be 
believed, Americans are preparing to send dangerous people into the House 
and Senate. What, then, will become of the country and the families whose 
future these representatives will decide? Before coming to the United States, 
I associated such relentless mudslinging largely with developing countries. 
In Pakistan, I had watched political differences descend into insults, allega-
tions of betrayal and character assassination. I expected greater restraint 
from an established democracy. Instead, I have encountered a familiar prac-
tice supported by an exceptionally powerful advertising industry.
One candidate appears as a threat to public safety, another as a servant of 
wealthy interests, another as fundamentally dishonest. Then the next commer-
cial reverses the accusation. The person presented as the country’s protector 
becomes its supposed danger when the opponent’s advertisement begins.
The audience faces an unsettling dilemma. Accept these portrayals and dis-
trust the people seeking office; reject them and question the honesty of 
those financing the messages. Either response can weaken confidence in 
politics. A candidate may win an election while helping destroy the credi-
bility needed to govern afterwards. The attacks extend into debates, rallies 
and social media. The Hill’s October 25 account of seven particularly bit-
ter campaign moments documents exchanges across states and parties. 
In Ohio, Vivek Ramaswamy’s campaign featured Amy Acton’s estranged 
mother calling her daughter a liar. In Texas, attacks on James Talarico 
targeted his masculinity, former veganism and supposed sexuality. Such 
personal ridicule tells voters little about governing ability.
In Georgia, Jon Ossoff called Mike Collins a bigot and invoked Nazi imagery 
over his office’s staffing, amid controversy about antisemitic posts by people 
connected to Collins. Collins condemned racism and antisemitism. In Maine, 
Troy Jackson told Susan Collins to “shut up” after she attributed a debate inter-
ruption to one of his supporters; Jackson denied knowing the protester.
Michigan provided examples within and between parties. Mike Rogers sought 
to associate Abdul El-Sayed with the Muslim Brotherhood, which El-Sayed dis-
avowed. During the Democratic primary, Haley Stevens faced online mockery 
of her appearance and voice. El-Sayed himself disparaged her speaking ability 

before later urging supporters to stop personal mockery and focus on issues.
In Ohio’s Senate contest, Sherrod Brown and Jon Husted each invoked the oth-
er’s donations from people linked, closely or loosely, to Jeffrey Epstein. Fact-
Check.org identified omissions in both presentations. Financial relationships 
merit scrutiny, but an insinuation of shared guilt can travel much further than 
the evidence supporting it. These incidents are not interchangeable. Criticism 
of documented misconduct differs from religious insinuation; an insult differs 
from a criminal accusation. Nevertheless, responsibility for truthful, proportion-
ate campaigning belongs to every party. The standard must follow the conduct, 
whoever engages in it. Nor should genuine misconduct disappear behind com-
plaints about mudslinging. The House Ethics Committee found inappropriate 
conduct by Republican Chuck Edwards towards female staff members and an-
nounced a review of allegations involving Republican Max Miller, who denies 
abuse accusations. Democratic politician Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick has faced 
charges over the alleged diversion of $5 million in disaster funds, including 
money allegedly used for campaigning. She has denied wrongdoing.
An ethics finding, an investigation and a criminal charge represent different 
stages of accountability. None should be misrepresented. Parties must resist 
both manufactured disgrace and the protection of misconduct. Faster, fairer in-
vestigations, safeguards against retaliation and clear public findings would help 
voters distinguish substantiated concerns from electoral insinuation.
Criticism cannot reasonably wait for a criminal conviction. Journalism and 
public scrutiny often uncover wrongdoing before courts act. The necessary 
discipline is accuracy: distinguish association from complicity, allegations from 
findings, and policy disagreement from hostility towards the nation. Congress 
should strengthen disclosure and enforcement within constitutional protections 
for political speech. A vibrant democracy should continually refine its practices. 
Elections should test whether candidates understand the problems confronting 
their communities, states and country. Integrity is indispensable, but voters 
must also assess competence, judgement and the ability to turn promises into 
results. A clean reputation alone does not establish the capacity to govern.
Candidates should explain what they intend to accomplish, what it will cost, 
which powers their office actually provides and when citizens can expect pro-
gress. Plans for affordable healthcare, reliable infrastructure, safer neighbour-
hoods and stronger public services should include measurable goals and real-
istic deadlines. Legislators should specify the laws, funding and oversight they 
will pursue rather than promise outcomes they cannot deliver alone.
That is the standard a mature democracy should set for itself and offer 
to the world. Families deserve representatives who make their country 
stronger, safer and more prosperous, and who can be judged against com-
mitments made before election day. Calling every opponent dangerous 
cannot answer those needs. America’s candidates should tell voters how 
they will solve the country’s problems and accept responsibility for the 
results. The lasting measure of an election is not how thoroughly its con-
testants destroy one another, but how well its winners serve the people.
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Pakistan’s Syrian Opening 

Will Trump and Netanyahu Be Able to 
Overcome Their Political Challenges?

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Muhammad Rafi

S YRIA’S search for a new military patron 
has unexpectedly turned towards Islama-
bad. According to a report published by the 

Lebanese news portal Al-Modon on October 10, 
Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa asked Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to encour-
age Pakistan to speed up weapons deliveries and 
to allow Damascus to procure arms directly from 
Pakistan. The claim has not been independently 
confirmed by Islamabad or Damascus, but it fits 
a wider pattern: Syria’s transitional government 
is looking beyond its old dependencies, and Paki-
stan is being courted as a possible partner in that 
effort. For Damascus, the appeal is not difficult 
to understand. Syria’s armed forces were built 
for decades around Russian equipment and, more 
recently, relied heavily on Iranian-linked militias. 
Both sources of support are now politically and 
practically uncertain. A government seeking to 
rebuild a national army after years of war wants 
hardware that is affordable, adaptable and free 
of the end-use restrictions that often accompany 
Western arms sales. Pakistani systems, produced 
domestically and marketed as cost-effective and 
modular, offer one such option. Syrian analysts 
quoted in regional reporting describe Pakistan 
as a potential “sovereign buffer” for Damascus: 
a Muslim-majority nuclear state with an estab-
lished defence industry, experience in coun-
ter-insurgency and a long record of dealing with 
sanctions and strategic isolation. Whether Paki-
stan wishes to accept that role is another matter. 
But the very fact that Damascus sees Islamabad 
in these terms marks a significant shift in the 
region’s diplomatic geography.
The reported Saudi mediation follows a series of 
high-level contacts. Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad 
al-Shaibani visited Islamabad on August 19 and 20, 
the first visit by a Syrian foreign minister in 19 years 
and the first since the formation of Syria’s new gov-
ernment. Pakistan’s Foreign Office said the two 
sides reaffirmed their “longstanding brotherly ties”, 
agreed to revive institutional mechanisms and dis-
cussed cooperation in areas of mutual interest. The 
symbolism was considerable. Mr al-Shaibani met 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq 
Dar, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, the commerce 
and interior ministers, and Chief of Army Staff Field 
Marshal Asim Munir.  That range of meetings sug-

gests that Syria was not in Islamabad merely to 
discuss trade delegations or cultural exchanges. De-
fence cooperation, regional security and the future 
political order in the Levant were inevitably part of 
the conversation. Pakistan, for its part, reaffirmed 
support for Syria’s sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity and reiterated its position on the Golan Heights. 
Damascus publicly welcomed the visit, with Syrian 
state media presenting it as the beginning of a deep-
er strategic relationship.  Islamabad’s language was 
more measured, but the direction was clear: Pakistan 
is willing to re-engage with Syria at a moment when 
the country’s political future remains unsettled.
These contacts did not occur in isolation. On 
August 7, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Pakistan 
signed the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement, a 
trilateral framework under which an armed at-
tack on one party would be treated as an attack 
on all.  The agreement established political and 
military mechanisms for coordination among 
three states that share concerns about regional 
instability, Iranian missile threats and the ero-
sion of traditional security guarantees. Syria 
sits close to the centre of that equation. 
Turkey has long sought influence over Syria’s 
post-war security arrangements, particularly 
along its border. Saudi Arabia has an interest 
in preventing further Iranian entrenchment and 
in shaping a stable Arab order. Pakistan brings 
military experience, defence production and a 
relationship with China that gives it an additional 
strategic weight. If Riyadh, Ankara and Islama-
bad coordinate their approach to Damascus, Syr-
ia could gain access to a wider set of partners 
than it has had in years. That does not neces-
sarily mean a formal military alliance. It may 
begin with training, technical assistance, bor-
der security, counter-drone systems and limited 
equipment sales. But even modest cooperation 
can alter perceptions of power in a region where 
symbolism often carries strategic consequences.
Pakistan’s interest is also commercial and strategic. 
Its defence industry has long sought markets beyond 
the traditional reliance on a narrow group of buyers. 
The JF-17 Thunder, developed with China, and Pa-
kistan’s growing electronics and unmanned-systems 
sectors are being presented as alternatives for states 
that want capability without excessive dependence 
on Western or Russian suppliers. Syria, however, 

is not an easy market. Its economy is damaged, its 
institutions are fragile and its security environment 
remains volatile. Any arms transfer would carry rep-
utational, financial and diplomatic risks. Pakistan 
would need to consider the reaction of the United 
States, Israel, Gulf partners and its own domestic 
public opinion. It would also need to avoid becoming 
entangled in Syria’s internal rivalries or in a broader 
confrontation with Israel. There is a further compli-
cation. Pakistan’s closeness to China means that any 
expansion of its defence footprint in Syria could be 
read in Washington and Tel Aviv as an extension of 
Chinese influence. Islamabad may see itself as an in-
dependent actor pursuing commercial opportunities 
and Muslim-world solidarity; others may see a new 
node in a wider strategic network.
At home, the debate is likely to be sharper. Pakistan 
faces inflation, fiscal pressure, political uncertainty 
and serious security challenges along its western 
border. Committing scarce diplomatic and military 
resources to Syria may appear, to many citizens, like 
an unnecessary adventure. The Mecca agreement 
was justified as collective deterrence; involvement 
in Syria’s reconstruction would require a far more 
detailed national rationale. Yet disengagement has 
its own costs. If Pakistan remains absent, Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Egypt or other regional actors 
will shape Syria’s future without it. Islamabad’s tra-
ditional strength has been to maintain relationships 
across rival camps without becoming captive to any 
one of them. A careful, conditional opening to Da-
mascus could preserve that flexibility. 
The central question, therefore, is not whether 
Syria wants Pakistani weapons. It almost certain-
ly does. The question is whether Pakistan can en-
gage without overcommitting: whether it can sell 
capability, offer training and support sovereignty 
without inheriting Syria’s conflicts. If handled with 
restraint, Pakistan’s engagement could give it influ-
ence in a region where it has long been under-rep-
resented. If handled carelessly, it could turn a 
promising diplomatic opening into another burden-
some foreign commitment. For Islamabad, the Syri-
an door is opening. The task now is to walk through 
it without losing sight of Pakistan’s own limits.

– The writer is Assistant 
Professor Pakistan Studies 

Imperial College of Business Studies Lahore
muhammad.akram@imperial.edu.pk

T HE ongoing war in the Middle East is no longer 
merely a military confrontation between Iran, 
the United States, and Israel. Its effects have 

spread to global politics, energy markets, diplomacy, 
and electoral politics. The US midterm elections, the 
prospects for a new government in Israel, Pakistan’s 
diplomatic efforts, Russia’s ties with Iran, and US co-
operation with India are all important aspects of the 
changing global landscape. The key question is wheth-
er military gains can be translated into political stabil-
ity and lasting peace, or whether the costs of war will 
create even greater challenges for the leaders involved. 
The Israeli general elections scheduled for October 27 
are crucial to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s po-
litical future. However, as the war continues, important 
questions remain about the protection of civilians, the 
economic consequences, and the prospects for lasting 
peace and security in the region.
Various opposition parties, including those associated 
with opposition leader Gadi Eisenkot, take a firm po-
sition on Iran. However, differences remain over how 
the war should be handled, the government’s perfor-
mance, and the strategy Israel should adopt in the 
future. According to election surveys, Netanyahu’s 
governing coalition may struggle to secure a parlia-
mentary majority. At the same time, the opposition 
also faces difficulties in forming a government. Net-
anyahu’s political future will therefore depend on the 
election results, the role of coalition partners, and the 
prospects for forming a new government.
The US midterm elections, scheduled for November 
3, are equally important for President Donald Trump’s 
domestic political position. Although Trump himself 
is not seeking election in these polls, the Republican 
Party’s strength in Congress will influence his ability 
to pursue his policies and maintain his political in-
fluence. The war with Iran, fuel prices, inflation, and 
the economic costs of the conflict are among the key 
issues likely to shape the election debate.

Trump’s recent statements suggest that Washington 
wants to keep both military pressure and negotiations 
on the table in dealing with Iran. Responding to a ques-
tion about Iran, Trump referred to both the continuation 
of the war and the possibility of reaching an agreement 
with Tehran, describing either outcome as a success for 
the United States. His position reflects the continuing 
uncertainty surrounding the future of the war, the pros-
pects for a settlement, and the possibility of achieving 
lasting peace in the region. If the war drags on and ener-
gy prices remain high, Republican candidates could face 
additional pressure during their election campaigns. 
However, the election results will not depend on the Iran 
war alone. Economic conditions, domestic policies, and 
voters’ priorities will also play an important role. In this 
context, Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir’s visit to Iran 
on October 20 is significant. During the visit, he met 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian and other senior 
officials. Pakistan has continued its diplomatic efforts to 
reduce tensions between the United States and Iran and 
revive negotiations. During these meetings, the Iranian 
leadership made clear that restoring trust with Wash-
ington would require concrete US steps and progress 
on Tehran’s concerns. The visit therefore represents a 
continuation of diplomatic engagement, but it cannot be 
regarded as a guarantee that the war will end.
For Pakistan, the issue extends beyond bilateral re-
lations. It is also closely linked to regional security, 
maritime traffic through the Strait of Hormuz, and 
the global supply of energy. Given its shared border 
with Iran, its relations with the United States, and its 
defence cooperation with Saudi Arabia, Islamabad will 
need to maintain a careful diplomatic balance. If Pa-
kistan once again plays an effective role in building 
trust between the parties and reviving negotiations, 
its diplomatic importance could increase. However, 
this will depend on the willingness of the parties in-
volved and the progress achieved on the ground.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s visit to Iran 

is another part of the wider diplomatic picture. Russia 
is seeking to maintain its ties with Iran while consult-
ing on the regional crisis and exploring opportunities 
to strengthen its diplomatic influence. Meanwhile, US 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio visited India on October 
20 and 21, where discussions covered trade, energy, de-
fence cooperation, regional security, and other issues.
India seeks to strengthen its relationship with the Unit-
ed States while also protecting its economic, defence, 
and political interests through ties with Russia and other 
countries. This reflects a broader trend: during the war, 
many countries are avoiding exclusive alignment with 
one side and instead seeking to balance their diplomatic 
relationships according to their national interests. Their 
aim is to preserve room for manoeuvre and secure the 
greatest possible political and economic advantages.
The situation in Gaza remains one of the most important 
humanitarian dimensions of the crisis. The protection 
of civilians, displacement, access to humanitarian assis-
tance, and a ceasefire continue to demand international 
attention. The intensity of the war with Iran and its glob-
al repercussions must not push the tragedy in Gaza into 
the background. The world’s focus on one crisis should 
never diminish the importance of human life in another. 
The international community must continue its diplo-
matic efforts to ensure the immediate and uninterrupted 
delivery of humanitarian aid to Gaza, protect Palestinian 
civilians, and secure a lasting ceasefire. 
Overall, Trump faces challenges related to the elec-
tions, the economy, and the cost of war, while Netan-
yahu faces uncertainty over the election results, gov-
ernment formation, and security. For Pakistan, the 
evolving situation presents an opportunity to maintain 
a careful diplomatic balance and contribute to regional 
peace. Ultimately, whether these leaders can overcome 
their political difficulties will depend not only on mili-
tary developments but also on their ability to manage 
the economic and political consequences of the conflict 
and help create conditions for a lasting settlement.
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Islamabad: An artificial intelli-
gence-based farmer-support system and 
robotic machinery drew interest from 
overseas participants at the 33rd China 
Yangling Agricultural Hi-Tech Fair (CAF) 
and the 2026 Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization Agricultural Expo on Oct. 25, as 
they explored agricultural technologies and 
their potential applications in their home 
countries. Among them were 23 agricul-
tural officials and experts from seven coun-
tries attending the Seminar on Capacity 
Building and Management of Agrotechnol-
ogy Extension for Developing Countries.
The participants came from Pakistan, 
South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago, Jordan, 
Namibia, The Gambia and Uganda, China 
Economic Net (CEN) reported on Monday.
Dr. Muhammad Iqbal Khan, director of 
agriculture extension at the Punjab Agri-
culture Department in Lahore, Pakistan, 
said he was impressed by an AI-based farm-
er-support system showcased at the fair.
He said integrated information systems 
could help organise data on natural factors 
affecting agriculture and support farm man-

agement. For countries such as Pakistan, 
where many farmers operate smallhold-
ings, modernising agriculture also requires 
ways to deliver new technologies and infor-
mation to farmers who may have limited 
access to them, Khan said.
He saw potential for China-Pakistan cooper-
ation in applying digital tools to agricultural 
extension and farm management.

“AI-based systems that bring together infor-
mation on agricultural conditions could be 
one area for China-Pakistan cooperation, 
particularly in helping farmers make use of 
data in day-to-day farm management,” Khan 
said. Two Jordanian agricultural engineers 
attending the seminar were also interested 
in the technologies on display, particular-
ly machinery, robotics and plant-related 

equipment. Dona Alsoub, who specialises 
in agricultural engineering, said she want-
ed to learn more about the equipment and 
technologies showcased at the fair.
She also noted that language could be a bar-
rier for international visitors and said Eng-
lish-language explanations would help them 
better understand the exhibits. Alaa Jamal 
Airout, an agricultural engineer specialising 
in animal production, said she was impressed 
by the range of exhibits and hoped to discuss 
what she had seen with people back home.
Her interests extended from crop produc-
tion and machinery to livestock farming.
or Mohsen El Shishtawy, public relations 
consultant and executive director of the 
Egyptian-Chinese Entrepreneurs Associ-
ation (ECEA), the fair was also an oppor-
tunity to explore institutional cooperation.
El Shishtawy said he was looking into co-
operation between Chinese and Egyptian 
agricultural universities and discussing 
potential collaboration with institutions in 
Egypt. Running from Oct. 25 to 29 in 
Yangling Demonstration Zone, Shaanxi 
province, the fair and the concurrent 
SCO Agricultural Expo have brought 
together more than 2,000 enterprises 
from over 50 countries and regions.

Pakistani participants examine practical 
agricultural technologies at CAF 2026

“AI-based systems that bring together information on agricultural conditions 
could be one area for China-Pakistan cooperation, particularly in helping 

farmers make use of data in day-to-day farm management,” Khan said
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From Page 01
Earlier, Iran’s state-run 
IRNA news agency quot-
ed the deputy secretary of 
Iran’s top security body, Ali 
Bagheri Kani, as saying that 
the visit was part of efforts 
to implement the idea of en-
dogenous security in West 
Asia. Iran’s foreign minis-
try spokesperson, Esmaeil 
Baqaei, said during a media 
briefing that the meeting 
with officials from the three 
countries would cover “most 
pressing issues threatening 
our region”, which included 
Israel’s expansionist poli-
cies, developments in Pales-
tine and Lebanon. He added 
that the topic of “top priority 
on the agenda would be con-
sequences of the US-Israeli 
aggression against Iran and 
its ramifications for the en-
tire region”. IRNA further 
quoted him as saying that 
this meeting could be a prel-
ude to further steps towards 
shaping “endogenous secu-
rity — an issue that we have 
been insisting on for dec-
ades”. “We emphasise that 
regional security will not be 
ensured except by relying 
on the … security consid-
erations of the countries of 
the region,” he said, adding 
that events of the last two 
years, especially the past 
eight months, had shown 
that sustainable and reliable 
security would only be made 
possible by “building trust 
and cooperation among the 
countries in the region”. 
Saudi Deputy Minister for 
Public Diplomacy Rayed 
Krimly also confirmed the 
visit in a post on X. Krimly 
described the visit as “part 
of the continued efforts by 
the Makkah Defence Alli-
ance members for de-es-
calation between parties 
involved in the ongoing cri-
sis, and promoting dialogue 
and diplomatic solutions, 
in support of the mediation 
efforts carried out by Qatar 
and Pakistan”. “The visit 
underscores the pivotal role 
of Makkah Defence Alliance 
members in  reinforcing re-
gional security and stability, 
and working with all coun-
tries in the region to achieve 
that goal,” he added. The 
visit comes as attacks by 
Houthis have spiralled over 
recent weeks and rhetoric 
between Washington and 
Tehran has grown more heat-
ed. Monday’s planned talks 
would be the first high-level 
contact between Iran and 
all members of the Mak-
kah Defence Alliance since 
Saudi Arabia was drawn 
deeper into the conflict. 
Under the Makkah pact, 
signed in August, an armed 
attack on one member is 
considered an attack on all.

Political 
parties 
warned 

against AI...
From Page 01

campaign material generat-
ed or substantially altered 
through AI — including 
deepfake images, videos, 
audio clips and synthetic 
voices — would have to car-
ry “clear and conspicuous 
disclosure” identifying it as 
AI-generated or AI-assisted. 
Such material would also 
have to comply with elec-
tion laws and the relevant 
code of conduct. The ECP 
has proposed a strict prohi-
bition on using AI-powered 
deepfake technology to cre-
ate false, derogatory or de-
famatory synthetic likeness-
es, voices or statements of 
candidates, party leaders, 
their supporters, election 
officials, members of the 
judiciary, the armed forces 
or other state functionaries. 
Political parties, candidates 
and election agents would 
also be barred from using 
AI-based bots, automated 
accounts or similar tools 
to create fake trends and 
engagement — including 
likes, comments, shares 
and followers — aimed at 
giving a false impression 
of public support. The 
proposed code would also 
require parties and can-
didates using AI for voter 
outreach through robocalls 
or voice-cloned messages to 
disclose at the beginning of 
the call or message that the 
content was AI-generated. 
Political parties and candi-
dates would be required to 
retain records of all AI-gen-
erated or AI-assisted cam-
paign content used during 
the election period and pro-
vide complete details to the 
ECP whenever required.

Pakistan’s Muaz Stuns 
Bo Han Yang at ITF J-30

Muaz, a student of coach Rashid Malik 
and sponsored by Fatima Group, overcame 

his Chinese opponent 7-6 (7-4), 6-1 at 
Aitchison College, where the Punjab 

Lawn Tennis Association (PLTA) 
inaugurated the International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) event on Monday
Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Muhammad Muaz 
made an impressive start to the J-30 Lahore 
Ali Embroidery Mills International Junior 
Tennis Championship 2026, upsetting China’s 
Bo Han Yang in the boys’ U-18 singles first 
round as international junior tennis returned 
to Lahore after more than 25 years.
Muaz, a student of coach Rashid Malik and spon-
sored by Fatima Group, overcame his Chinese 
opponent 7-6 (7-4), 6-1 at Aitchison College, 
where the Punjab Lawn Tennis Association 
(PLTA) inaugurated the International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) event on Monday.
The championship brings together promising 
junior players for international competition, 
offering Pakistani youngsters an opportunity 
to test their skills against foreign opponents on 
home soil. The return of an ITF junior tourna-
ment to Lahore marks an important develop-
ment for the city’s tennis community and the 
promotion of the sport among young players.

The opening ceremony was attended by 
Fazal-ur-Rehman, Member of the Punjab Plan-
ning and Development Board, and PLTA Pres-
ident Capt (R) Fazeel Asghar, who were the 
chief guests. Rashid Malik, Sitara-e-Imtiaz and 
Tamgha-e-Imtiaz recipient and PLTA senior 
executive vice-president, also attended along-
side Waqar Nisar, Abid Malik, Sohail Malik, 
Musa Niaz, Ms Aneesa Agha, Brig (R) Man-
zoor, tournament referee Arif Qureshi, assis-
tance referee Asim Raza, tournament coordi-
nator Faheem Siddiqui, players and members 
of the tennis community.
In other boys’ U-18 singles matches, Hassan 
Usmani defeated M Haziq Asim 6-0, 6-3, Abdul 
Basit beat Hamza Ali Rizwan 6-3, 6-4, and Rayyan 
Khan overcame Abdaar Ali 6-1, 6-0. Arham Tariq 
defeated Abdur Rehman Sohail 6-3, 6-0, while 
Omer Jawad beat Muhammad Yahya 6-3, 6-3. Mu-
hammad Shayan also advanced with a 6-2, 6-2 win 
over Adnan Afzal, and Nabeel Qayum overcame 
Rashid Ali 6-0, 7-6 (4). In the girls’ U-18 singles, 
Stefaniila Vasilevskaia defeated Bismel Zia 6-0, 
6-0, while Dailies Hu beat Khadija Khalil 6-0, 6-2.

9th National Mas-Wrestling 
Championship kicks off Today

Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The 9th National 
Mas-Wrestling Championship, organ-
ized by the Pakistan Mas-Wrestling 
Federation (PMWF), will commence 
from Today (Tuesday) at Hamidi Hall, 
Pakistan Sports Complex, Islamabad. 
Sixteen teams from across the country 
will participate in the national event. 
Chairman of the Pakistan Mas-Wres-
tling Federation, Nawab Furqan Khan, 
stated that the championship aims to 
promote traditional sports, identify 
emerging talent, and create greater 
opportunities for Pakistani athletes at 
national and international levels.
The championship will feature 16 
teams representing various provinces, 
regions, and departments, including 
Pakistan Army, Pakistan Navy, WAP-
DA, Pakistan Railways, Police, Paki-
stan Rangers, Airports Security Force 

(ASF), and the Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC), among others. 
Nawab Furqan Khan informed that com-
petitions will be held in eight men’s and 
seven women’s weight categories. He 
welcomed the participation of both male 
and female athletes, emphasizing that 
increased female participation would 
help expand the sport, encourage inclu-
sivity, and strengthen the popularity of 
Mas-Wrestling across Pakistan.
He further stated that national-level 
competitions play a vital role in identi-
fying talented athletes, enhancing their 
competitive abilities, and preparing a 
strong national contingent for future in-
ternational championships.
The championship is expected to serve 
as an important milestone in promoting 
traditional sports in Pakistan, encour-
aging young people to participate in 
healthy sporting activities, and strength-
ening the country’s presence in the in-
ternational Mas-Wrestling community.

Egypt 
approves 
military 

support...
From Page 01

but has not publicly en-
gaged in direct combat or 
joined the Makkah mutu-
al defence pact between 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and 
Turkiye that was signed 
in August. Foreign Min-
ister Badr Abdelatty said 
this month that Egyptian 
membership in the pact 
remains “under serious 
consideration.” Egypt, the 
Arab world’s most popu-
lous state with one of the 
region’s largest militaries, 
joined the Saudi-led coali-
tion in an earlier phase of 
Yemen’s war in March 2015 
mainly as a naval partner, 
sending warships to secure 
Red Sea shipping lanes 
while pledging air support. 
It also deployed around 800 
ground troops but played 
only a limited combat role.

China’s 
Communist 
Party elite 

gather for...
From Page 01

Eight of the Central Com-
mittee’s seats lie vacant, 
with another 15 members 
under investigation and 
at risk of being replaced. 
Xi’s anti-corruption drive 
has also targeted the mil-
itary, toppling five of the 
seven members of the Cen-
tral Military Commission 
(CMC), the party’s top 
armed forces body. Of 44 
military members appoint-
ed to the Central Commit-
tee in 2022, only two have 
not been purged or disap-
peared, according to the 
Asia Society Policy Insti-
tute. The plenum could see 
new members appointed to 
the CMC; the party could 
wait until next year’s con-
gress to replenish it; or Xi 
might even restructure par-
ty control over its vast mil-
itary. The talks also come 
at an unsteady time for 
the world’s second-largest 
economy, which has strug-
gled to address persistently 
sluggish domestic spending 
and a protracted crisis in 
the crucial property sector. 
Turbulent political and eco-
nomic ties with the United 
States are also weighing 
on China’s leaders. Au-
thorities are expected to 
release a summary of the 
outcomes after the meet-
ing concludes on Thursday.

Pakistan 
reaffirms 
right to...
From Page 01

referred to as Fitna al Hin-
dustan, and their affiliated 
networks continue to oper-
ate from Afghan territory, 
posing a serious threat to 
regional and international 
peace and stability. The 
statement stressed that 
thousands of Pakistani ci-
vilians have lost their lives 
in terrorist attacks that 
were allegedly planned, 
funded, supported, and 
executed from Afghan soil. 
Islamabad accused the Af-
ghan Taliban regime of fail-
ing to take effective action 
against these groups and 
allowing them to operate 
with impunity. Pakistan 
underscored that no re-
sponsible state can remain 
passive while its civilians 
and security personnel are 
repeatedly targeted by ter-
rorists. The government 
maintained that it reserves 
the right to take all neces-
sary measures, consistent 
with international law and 
the principles of self-de-
fence, to eliminate threats 
to its national security.

6 citizens 
sue Trump

From Page 01
“The ultimate injury here 
… is to the democratic 
public,” says the suit, filed 
in federal district court in 
New York against Trump 
and three key aides, includ-
ing the White House chief 
of staff, Susie Wiles. “The 
First Amendment protects 
the public’s right to know 
what its government is 
doing,” said Katie Fallow, 
deputy litigation director 
at the Knight First Amend-
ment Institute, which filed 
the lawsuit on behalf of 
the six plaintiffs, along 
with the Media Freedom 
& Information Access 
Clinic at Yale Law School. 
“The White House cannot 
decide what information 
Americans receive by pun-
ishing critical reporting,” 
Fallow said in a statement.

Kimi Antonelli wins US Grand Prix and 
tightens his grip on historic F1 title chase

DNA

AUSTIN: In the first mo-
ments after Kimi Antonel-
li’s latest victory, Mercedes 
team boss Toto Wolff called 
it “another small step” to-
ward the Formula 1 season 
championship. It’s much 
bigger than that as An-
tonelli marches toward F1 
history. Antonelli’s dom-
inant win Sunday at the 
United States Grand Pri x 
put the 20-year-old Italian 
on the brink of becoming 
the youngest champion in 
series history at the next 
race in Mexico City
Antonelli’s ninth victory of 
the season was a pole-to-
flag drive that came within 
a razor-thin margin of clos-
ing out the championship. 
Ferrari’s Lewis Hamilton 

finished fourth and Antonel-
li’s Mercedes teammate, 
George Russell, finished 
eighth to extend the cham-
pionship at least one more 
week. Anything lower by 
them Sunday and Antonelli 
would already be champion. 
“The car felt perfect today,” 
Antonelli said. “Trying to 
have fun, hopefully fight 
for another win (in Mexico 
City). It would be best to 
finish well.” He made quick 
work of the Sunday with a 
blistering start that blew 
Red Bull’s Verstappen off 
the line as he eased into the 
first corner. The uphill left-
turn switchback is one of 
the most notorious collision 
spots of the season and it 
was no trouble on this day.
Verstappen has struggled 
with his starts several times 
this season, and Antonelli’s 

blast into the first corner 
from pole position never 
gave him a chance to win the 
inside line into the corner. 
Instead, the four-time cham-
pion quickly found himself in 
a fight with the two Ferrari 
cars while Antonelli drove off 
into the distance and seized 
control of the race. Antonel-
li kept extending his lead 
while Mercedes watched 
to see where Russell and 
Hamilton would finish.
Ferrrari’s Charles Leclerc 
finished second. Verstap-
pen was third after winning 
the previous two races. 
“Not a good race for us, 
Verstappen said. ”My start 
was normal, it’s consist-
ently (bad).” After Antonel-
li took the checkered flag, 
team principal Toto Wolff 
spoke to him over the radio 
during his victory lap. “An-

other small step,” Wolff told 
him. “Another small step.”
The biggest one could come 
next week in front of one of 
the biggest, most boisterous 
crowds of the season in the 
high elevation of the Mexico 
City Grand Prix at the Auto-
dromo Hermanos Rodriguez. 
Close it out and Antonelli will 
be the first Italian to win the 
drivers championship since 
Alberto Ascari in 1953. “It 
was a result we needed, the 
whole team deserve it so 
much,” Antonelli said. Look-
ing forward to the celebration 
Under Texas law, where the 
legal drinking age is 21, An-
tonelli is too young to quaff 
the victory champagne on 
the podium. In the cool down 
room after the race, Leclerc 
and Verstappen hinted at 
what could come next week 
south of the US border.

Inter rally late to 
down Fiorentina and 
regain Serie A lead

DNA
ROME: Inter Milan struck twice in stoppage time to com-
plete a remarkable 2-1 comeback win over Fiorentina on 
Sunday and return to the summit of Serie A, while Juventus 
returned to form with a routine victory at Lecce. Alex Jime-
nez’s rocket strike had struggling Fiorentina heading for a 
shock win at San Siro, but Marcus Thuram levelled in the 
91st minute before winning a penalty that Piotr Zielinski con-
verted in the 98th minute. The result meant the Nerazzurri 
returned to first place, level with surprise fellow pace-setters 
Lazio on 22 points, while the Florence club’s winless run 
stretched to four games to keep them in 18th spot.
In Lecce, goals from Weston McKennie and Douglas 
Luiz earned Juventus a 2-0 win that lifted them into sev-
enth on 14 points after a poor recent run of form. Inter’s 
fifth comeback win of the season came after they con-
ceded for the 10th time, but head coach Cristian Chivu 
was unconcerned by his side’s defensive issues.  “That’s 
football: sometimes you concede,” Chivu told DAZN. 
“The important thing is not to let your heads drop and to 
maintain the same mentality. Ever since I arrived here, 
I’ve always said that games last 90 minutes.”

Saim Ayub released 
from Pakistan tri-
series ODI squad

DNA

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has released young bat-
ter Saim Ayub from the national squad for the remainder 

of the ongoing ODI tri-series matches, allowing him to return 
to domestic cricket to work on his batting form and regain con-
fidence. In a statement issued on Monday, the PCB said Saim 
had expressed his desire to return to domestic cricket follow-
ing a conversation with the head coach Mike Heson. The team 
management and national selection committee agreed to ac-
cept his request, respecting his decision and appreciating his 
honest assessment of his current form, the board said.
The selection committee has named Sahibzada Farhan as 
Saim’s replacement for the remainder of the tournament. 
However, Farhan is currently in Kathmandu for the Nepal 
Premier League and will return to Pakistan on the first avail-
able flight to join the national side, sources said. Pakistan 
have already qualified for the tri-series final after securing 
three consecutive victories. They will face Sri Lanka in the 
fifth match of the tournament at Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium 
on Tuesday, October 27. Pakistan secured the spot in the 
series finale in a thrilling one-wicket victory over England in 
the ODI clash at Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium on Sunday.

Real Madrid 
beat Barcelona 

in La Liga 
Clasico

DNA
B A R C E L O N A : K y l i a n 
Mbappe struck twice to 
earn Jose Mourinho’s 
Real Madrid a 2-1 Clasi-
co victory over La Liga 
leaders Barcelona on Sun-
day at Camp Nou, cutting 
the gap to three points. 
French superstar Mbappe 
opened the scoring before 
the interval and then slot-
ted home late on to inflict 
Barca’s first domestic de-
feat of the campaign after 
Raphinha had equalized for 
the champions. Real Ma-
drid remain third, behind 
Atletico Madrid and Han-
si Flick’s Barca, who had 
won their first nine games 
before a chastening week.
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RAWALPINDI: Former chief of army 
staff (COAS) General (retired) Ab-
dul Waheed Kakar passed away in 
Rawalpindi on Monday, said the In-
ter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). 
Chief of the Army Staff and Chief of 

Defence Forces Field Marshal Syed 
Asim Munir and all ranks of the Pa-
kistan Army expressed deep sorrow 
over the passing of General (retd) 
Abdul Waheed Kakar, the military’s 
media wing said in a statement.
“The CDF and all ranks of the Pakistan 
Army pay tribute to the late General’s 
distinguished military career, leader-
ship and invaluable services to the Pa-
kistan Army,” it added. “Pakistan Army 
shares the grief of the bereaved family 
and offers its heartfelt condolences. 
May Allah Almighty grant the depart-
ed soul the highest place in Jannah and 
give the family strength and patience. 
Ameen,” the statement added.
In a statement, President Asif Ali 
Zardari expressed deep grief over 
the passing of former COAS General 
(retd) Waheed Kakar. The president 
expressed his sympathies and heart-
felt condolences to the bereaved fami-
ly of the deceased. He prayed to Allah 
Almighty for peace for the departed 
soul and fortitude for the grieving 
family to bear the loss with patience. 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also ex-
pressed sorrow over General Kakar’s 
death and paid tribute to his valuable 
services to the Pakistan Army.

Lawyer says Punjab govt 
approved further detention 
on deputy commissioner’s 

recommendation
dna

LAHORE: The Punjab government has extended the de-
tention of jailed Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Im-
ran Khan’s sisters, Aleema Khan, Uzma Khan and Noreen 
Niazi, by another 30 days, the Lahore High Court (LHC) 
was told on Monday. A government lawyer submitted a re-
port prepared by the Punjab home secretary to the court 
in connection with a petition seeking the release of the 
former premier’s sisters. Aleema was detained under Sec-
tion 3 of the Maintenance of Public Order, 1960 (MPO) on 
September 20 in Lahore and shifted to Kot Lakhpat jail.
A day later, her sisters, Noreen and Uzma, were detained 
under 3-MPO, following a recommendation from the 
police. The detentions came ahead of PTI’s nationwide 
protest, including a planned long march on Islamabad 
on September 27 to demand the release of Imran and 
supremacy of the Constitution. Aleema’s son, Shahrez 
Khan, filed a petition in the LHC on October 20, challeng-
ing the detention of the former premier’s sisters.
During the previous hearing on the petition, the LHC had 
summoned the Punjab home secretary and the superinten-
dent of Kot Lakhpat jail in person on October 28.
During the hearing, the petitioner’s counsel had told the 
court that the detention orders for all three detained sis-
ters had expired on October 19 and 20. Meanwhile, the 
government lawyer told the LHC that the deputy com-
missioner had sent a proposal to the Punjab government 
recommending a further extension of their detention. The 
government lawyer told the court that the government ap-
proved the proposal and extended the detention of all three 
sisters by another 30 days. Punjab home secretary and the 
superintendent of Lahore’s Kot Lakhpat jail appeared be-
fore the Lahore High Court in line with the court’s order. 

Imran sisters’ 
detention extended 

by another 30 
days, LHC told

Briefs
Imaan, 

Hadi move 
Supreme 

Court 
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Lawyer and 
human rights activist Imaan 
Mazari and her husband, 
Hadi Ali Chattha, on Mon-
day moved the Supreme 
Court against an order by 
the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) concerning their trial 
court proceedings in the se-
curity breach case.
The couple filed the ap-
peal in the Supreme Court 
through Advocate Faisal 
Siddiqui, seeking to set 
aside the IHC’s October 
19 order, in which the high 
court turned down their 
plea for interim relief.
The case, registered at 
Aabpara Police Station, 
stems from allegations that 
the lawyer couple posed a 
security risk by interfering 
in state affairs during the 
visit of an international 
cricket team in October 
2024. An anti-terrorism 
court (ATC) in Islamabad 
indicted Mazari and Chat-
tha in the case earlier 
this month despite the ac-
cused objecting that they 
had not yet received cop-
ies of the case documents.

UK 
sanctions 15 
commanders 

from rival 
Sudan factions 

News Desk

LONDON: Britain on Mon-
day sanctioned 15 military 
commanders, militia lead-
ers and security officials 
from both sides of Sudan’s 
conflict, accusing them of 
waging sexual violence, tor-
ture and attacks on civilians 
linked to the fall of Al-Fashir.
Those targeted include 
commanders from the Rap-
id Support Forces and Suda-
nese Armed Forces, as well 
as leaders of armed groups 
allied to the army, in what 
London said was its latest 
effort to hold perpetrators 
of abuses accountable.
The measures come a year 
after the fall of Al-Fashir, 
the North Darfur capital 
that became a focal point 
of Sudan’s war, where ci-
vilians were subjected to a 
prolonged siege, reported 
mass killings and wide-
spread sexual violence. Brit-
ain said the action followed 
the publication of UK-fund-
ed research by the Center 
for Information Resilience, 
which documented what it 
described as systematic star-
vation and conflict-related 
sexual violence against civil-
ians by both sides in the war. 

JI march 
against fuel 

prices in Nov
News Desk

KARACHI: Jamaat-i-Islami 
(JI) Emir Hafiz Naeemur 
Rehman on Monday warned 
that the party would march 
to Islamabad in mid-Novem-
ber if Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif did not abolish 
the petroleum levy.
The JI has been demanding 
for over two months that the 
Centre abolish levies, includ-
ing Rs114 per litre on petrol 
and Rs100 per litre on diesel, 
as the total prices have sky-
rocketed due to conflicts in 
the Middle East since March. 
A day earlier, the party said 
Planning Minister Ahsan 
Iqbal and Special Assistant 
to PM Rana Sanaullah con-
tacted JI Vice Emir Liaquat 
Baloch and it was decided 
that a meeting between the 
JI chief and Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif will be held 
within the “next two days”.
Addressing a press con-
ference on Monday, Reh-
man said that JI had been 
patient and acted respon-
sibly, considering the 
state of international af-
fairs. He added, “Now, the 
responsible thing to do is 
for us to be aggressive.”
“If the prime minister does 
not provide relief or abol-
ish the petroleum levy, if he 
doesn’t take any steps, then 
in mid-November we will, 
with full force, march to Is-
lamabad.” He suggested that 
the government accept the 
issues and “handle” them be-
forehand by providing relief to 
the people of Pakistan. Reh-
man said his party remained 
prepared to march towards 
Islamabad and recalled that 
federal ministers had con-
tacted the party repeatedly.
“Liaquat Baloch Sahib has 
told them that nothing will 
come out of talks until some-
thing tangible is given,” he 
said. However, Rehman ac-
knowledged that the govern-
ment had assured JI of “doing 
working” on the issue and 
“decide what can be achieved 
in the meeting with the prime 
minister”. The JI chief reiter-
ated that his party will contin-
ue to stand by the demand.

Pakistan-China Spokespersons’ 
dialogue to boost media ties

Ms. Mao Ning meets Dar

The discussions focused on further strengthening cooperation 
between the two foreign ministries, particularly in media  

engagement, strategic communication, and public diplomacy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China con-
vened the Third Round of the Paki-
stan-China Spokespersons’ Dialogue in 
Islamabad on Monday, with both sides 
pledging to deepen cooperation in media 

engagement, strategic communication, 
and public diplomacy. The dialogue was 
held between Ambassador Sajjad Haider 
Khan, Spokesperson of Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, and Ms. Mao Ning, 
Spokesperson of China’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. The second round of the dia-
logue was held virtually in October 2022.

The discussions focused on further 
strengthening cooperation between the 
two foreign ministries, particularly in 
media engagement, strategic communi-
cation, and public diplomacy. Both sides 
underscored the importance of closer 
coordination, regular consultations, and 
enhanced exchanges to promote mutual 

understanding and further deepen the 
longstanding Pakistan-China friendship.
During her visit, Ms. Mao Ning also called 
on Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar. 
The Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan 
also attended the meeting. The DPM/
FM reaffirmed Pakistan’s firm commit-
ment to further strengthening the Paki-
stan-China All-Weather Strategic Cooper-
ative Partnership, rooted in mutual trust, 
respect, and unwavering support for each 
other. He emphasized the importance of 
enhanced media cooperation, strategic 
communication, and public diplomacy in 
advancing bilateral relations and foster-
ing closer people-to-people ties.
Meanwhile, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson Ms. Mao Ning called on 
Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister 
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs today.
Ms. Mao Ning conveyed greetings from 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. The DPM/FM 
reciprocated with warm regards and best 
wishes to FM Wang Yi. Welcoming Ms. 
Mao Ning to Pakistan for the Pakistan-Chi-
na Spokespersons’ Dialogue, he reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s commitment to further 
strengthening the All-Weather Strategic 
Cooperative Partnership with China.
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Ex-army chief Gen 
(retd) Abdul Waheed 
Kakar passes away 

Field Marshal Asim Munir, all ranks of Pakistan Army express 
deep sorrow over passing of former COAS, says ISPR

Brazil’s leftist President 
Luiz Lula da Silva wins

 
DNA

BRAZILIA: Brazil’s leftist President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva pulled off a 
dramatic comeback on Sunday as he 
clinched a re-election victory, but his 
rival Flavio Bolsonaro refused to ac-
cept the loss and said he would seek 
to annul the vote. With Lula’s victory, 
Brazil staved off a conservative wave 
that has seen numerous countries — 
such as Argentina, Chile, Colombia, 
and Peru — all shift right, backed by 
US President Donald Trump. The 
leftist icon, who turns 81 on Tuesday, 
defied projections to win an unprec-

edented fourth term. According to 
official results, he won 51.8 per cent 
of the votes to 48.2pc for Flavio Bol-
sonaro, with Lula pulling around 4.4 
million more votes. The senator is 
the son of former far-right president 
Jair Bolsonaro, who is serving a 27-
year jail term for attempting a coup 
after his loss to Lula in the country’s 
last election in 2022. Sunday’s vote was 
marked by confusion after a Supreme 
Court ruling extended voting by two 
hours as some polling stations had al-
ready closed. The move came at the re-
quest of Lula who complained that buses 
had been pulled from circulation in var-
ious cities, barring citizens from voting. 

Netanyahu, Israeli  
army chief 'clash' 

Israeli PM rejects report  
as “nonsense”, saying  

there is no confrontation

News Desk

ANKARA: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and the country's army chief 
Eyal Zamir clashed over a proposed mili-
tary operation that could cause confronta-
tion with Tehran ahead of elections in Isra-
el, Anadolu reported, citing Israeli media.
The report said Zamir sought a detailed 

discussion of the proposed operation and 
signed legal authorisation from political 
leaders before proceeding. However, the 
Israeli broadcaster did not disclose the 
nature of the operation. The report cited 
concerns from Israel’s military leadership 
that escalating tensions with Iran could be 
exploited for electoral gain ahead of the 
October 27 parliamentary vote. A security 
official warned that the proposed operation 
could quickly escalate into a confrontation 
with Iran, raising the risk of miscalculation 
at a particularly sensitive political and se-
curity juncture, Israeli media reported.


